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No  R.,  dated  8iml«,  29th  April  1890. 

6M 

From— The  Honble  W.  C.  Betbtt,  c.  s..  Offg.  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India, 

Revenue  and  Agricultural  Department, 
To— The  Secretary  to  Government,  Funjab. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr. 
Fanshawe's  letter  No.  33,  dated  1 7th  February  1890,  regard- 
ing the  orders  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General  in 
Council  upon  the  settlement  of  the  Gurgaon  District 

2.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  fluctuating  assess- 
ment, the  Government  of  India  while  adhering  to  its  views 
upon  the  general  question  recognizes  the  fact  that  the  opinion 
of  His  Honor  the  Lieutenaut-Governor  is  founded  upon 
local  considerations,  and  upon  that  ground  is  entitled  to 
acceptance.  His  Excelleucy  in  Council  is  glad  to  be  assured 
that  the  question  of  introducing  fluctuating  assessments  is 
considered  at  every  revision  of  settlement,  and  when  existing 
settlements  show  signs  of  working  badly. 

3.  The  principal  objection  taken  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment to  the  proposal  to  limit  the  period  of  settlement  to  20 
years  is  the  length  of  time  which  had  elapsed  since  the  30 
years'  term  had  been  announced.  The  Government  of  India, 
acknowledging  the  weight  of  this  objection,  has  no  desire  to 
press  the  adoption  in  this  case  of  the  shorter  period.  But 
I  am  to  point  out  that  the  difficulty  of  the  situation  was 
created  by  the  delay  which  occurred  in  the  submission 
of  the  proposals  for  the  consideration  of  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment. 

■ 

4.  The  Government  of  India  entirely  approves  the  issue 
of  orders  directing  that  in  future  the  announcement  of  assess- 
ments in  anticipation  of  sanction  shall  be  for  terms  not 
exceeding  20  years.  But  His  Excellency  in  Council  desires 
that  a  distinct  reservation  should  be  made  at  the  time  when 
the  announcement  is  published  to  the  effect  that  its  terms  are 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Supreme  Government. 


?nnj»b  Government  Pre*,  L*horo-3U-90-350. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Hon'ble  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Punjab  in  the  Revenue  and 
Agricultural  (Revenue)  Department,  No.  69,  dated  8th  March  1889. 

Read — 

Beport  on  the  Revised  Settlement  of  the  Gurgaon  District  by  Mr.  P.  C. 
Charming,  submitted  in  1881. 

Report  on  the  revision  of  Mr.  Channing'9  Settlement  by  Mr.  J.  Wilson, 
submitted  in  1883. 

Letter  from  the  Senior  Secretary  to  the  Financial  Commissioner,  Punjab, 
No.  865,  dated  20th  April  1886,  submitting  the  Review  of  Colonel 
Wace  on  the  above  Reports. 

Remarks.— -The  Gurgaon  District  forms  the  southern 
portion  of  the  old  Delhi  territory  which  was  transferred  to 
the  Government  of  the  Punjab  in  1858.    It  is  bounded  by  the 
Delhi  and  Kohtak  Districts  on  the  north  and  by  the  River 
Jumna  on  the  east ;  on  the  south-east  it  is  coterminous  with 
the  Muttra  District  of  the  North- Western  Provinces,  and  the 
remainder  of  its  south  and  west  boundary  is  formed  by  the 
territory  of  Bhartpur,  Alwar  and  othsr  Native  States.  Its 
shape  is  irregular,  but  it  may  be  regarded  as  made  up  of  two 
semi-detached  oblong  blocks  of  country,  the  smaller  of  which 
lies  to  the  north-west  of  the  larger.    The  former,  with  an 
area  of  about  850  square  miles,  forms  the  tahsfls  of  Gurgaon 
and  Rewari ;  it  is  a  somewhat  sandy  tract  intersected  by  low 
hill  ranges  similar  to  those  of  the  Delhi  District,  from  which 
intermittent  streams  descend  to  the  Najafgarh  Jhfl  on  the 
confines  of  Rohtak  and  Delhi.    The  latter,  with  an  area  of 
about  1, 1 00  square  miles,  is  divided  into  three  tahsfls, — Palwal, 
Nuh  and  Firozpur.    This  is  for  the  most  part  a  plain  of  good 
light  loam  ;  but  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  which  separate  it  from 
Alwar  on  the  west  there  is  a  low  tract,  surrounding  the  town 
of  Nuh,  into  which  water  drains  from  the  Delhi  hills  on  the 
north  and  from  the  Firozpur  valley  on  the  south,  and  having 
no  natural  outlet  forms  a  marshy  country  with  a  clay  soil. 
Thus  in  both  sections  of  the  district  the  flow  of  water  leads 
not  towards  the  Jumna  but  away  from  it  and  collects  in  local 
depressions.    The  bank  of  the  river  is  high  and  the  riverain 
tract  subject  to  inundation  is  of  small  extent. 

In  the  neighbourhood  both  of  Nuh  and  of  Najafgarh  (as 
is  usually  the  case  in  inland  basins  which  receive  the  washings 
of  surrounding  soils  and  part  with  their  surplus  water  by 
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evaporation)  salts  have  accumulated.  The  water  of  the  wells 
over  considerable  areas  is  more  or  less  brackish,  and  in  places 
they  yield  a  brine  strong  enough  for  the  manufacture  of  edible 
salt.  Iron  ore  exists  in  the  hills  near  Firozpur,  but,  though 
formerly  worked  to  a  small  extent,  it  cannot  now  be  turned  to 
account  for  the  want  of  fuel.  Slate  of  a  rough  quality  is 
found  near  Rew&ri,  and  a  quarry  has  been  established  by  an 
English  company.  Government  retains  the  right  to  take 
what  slate  or  other  stone  it  requires  for  its  own  purposes. 

2.    The  average  rainfall  of  the  district,  which  has  been 
overestimated  in  paragraph  7  of  Mr.  Channing's  Report,  is 
really  about  25  inches,  the  neighbourhoods  of  Rewari  and 
Firozpur  which  lie  furthest  from  the  line  of  the  Himalayas 
receiving  about  two  inches  less  than  the  north-east  side  of  the 
district.    About  four-fifths  of  the  district  is  culturable  ;  about 
1 00  square  miles  of  the  remainder  are  taken  up  by  hill  ranges  ; 
and  there  is  hardly  any  available  waste  left.     The  area 
measured  at  Settlement  as  cultivated  land  exceeded  a  million 
acres.    Of  this  area  about  7 J  per  cent,  is  irrigated  from 
wells,  but  this  form  of  irrigation  is  almost  confined  to  the 
north- western  division  of  the  district,  viz.,  the  Rewari  and 
Gurgaon  Tahsils.    The  proportion  of  well  lands  in  Rewari  is 
17  per  cent.,  while  in  the  three  eastern  tahsils  it  does  not 
exceed  3  or  4  per  cent.    In  Nuh  and  Firozpur  wells  are 
employed  chiefly  as  a  means  of  protection  in  case  of  drought. 
In  Palwal,  where  they  were  more  commonly  worked,  the  wells 
have  since  1877  been  to  a  large  extent  superseded  by  the 
Agra  Canal  irrigation,  which  now  protects  over  40,000  acres 
in  that  tahsil  besides  about  12,000  acres  in  the  eastern  parts 
of  Nuh  and  Firozpur.    The  owner's  rate  levied  on  the  area 
irrigated  by  the  canal  is  one  third  only  of  the  occupier's  rate. 

The  area  of  land  naturally  flooded  varies  with  the  amount 
of  the  rainfall  from  6  to  8  per  cent,  of  the  whole  cultivation. 
More  than  two-thirds  of  this  land  is  situated  in  the  Nuh 
basin  and  Firozpur  valley,  and  the  remainder  lies  on  the  edge 
of  the  Najafgarh  JhH  or  along  the  course  of  various  hill 
streams. 

The  Gurgaon  and  Rewari  Tahsils  are  traversed  by  the 
Rajnutana-Malwa  Railway,  and  the  Palwal  Tahsil  by  the 
Delhi  and  Muttra  metalled  road.    But  the  Firozpur  and  Nuh 
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Tahsils  need  better  communications  both  with  the  North- 
Western  Provinces,  where  their  produce  finds  a  market,  and 
with  the  head-quarters  of  the  district. 

3.    The  tribes  inhabiting  the  Gurgaon  District  deserve 
special  attention.    The  Kew&ri  Tahsil  is  mostly  peopled  by 
AbArs  with  some  Hindu  and  Mussalman  Rajput  villages. 
In  Gurgaon  the  Ahi'rs,  with  a  larger  mixture  of  Rajputs 
and  of  other  tribes,   prevail.     The  north  of  the  Palwal 
Tahsil  is  inhabited  chiefly  by  Rajputs  and  the  south  by 
Hindu  Jats  allied  in  origin  to  those  of  Bhartpur.    The  same 
tribes  extend  into  the  eastern  villages  of  the  Nuh  Tahsil. 
The  remainder  of  that  tahsil  and  the  whole  of  Firozpur 
form  (with  the  adjoining  parts  of  Alwar  and  Bhartpur) 
3/ewdt,  or  the  country  of  the  Meos,  a  tribe  professing  the 
Muhamtnadan  creed,  who  appear  to  be  representatives  of  the 
aboriginal  people  of  the  Aravalli  hill  ranges.    A  small  tribe 
known  as  Khanzadas  are  probably  the  upper  class  of  the 
same  race,  of  which  the  Minas  may  be  an  inferior  clan. 
The  Minds  are  a  criminal  tribe  who  are  settled  at  Shahjahan- 
pur  south  of  Rewari,  and  who  have  given  much  trouble  to 
the  police  of  the  Gurgaon  District  by  their  bold  gang  rob- 
beries.   Efforts  are  now  being  made  to  find  an  honest  means 
of  livelihood  for  them  in  agriculture  and  other  ways.  Gujar& 
inhabit  some  hill  villages  on  the  Delhi  border  and  not  a  few 
estates  are  held  by  Brahmans.    The  population  of  the  district 
in  1868  was  6*9,034,  giving  a  density  of  359  per  square  mile 
of  total  area,  or  442  per  square  mile  of  cultivated  land. 

The  AMrs  are  pre-eminent  for  their  industry,  thrift  and 
sturdy  endurance  of  hard  times,  even  the  Jats  ranking  after 
them  in  these  respects.    Below  the  Jats  come  the  Rajputs 
and  Brahmans,  then  the  Gujars,  and  last  of  all  the  Meos. 
The  Meos  are  an  unsatisfactory  class  of  peasantry.    They  are 
reckless  in  prosperity  and  helpless  when  in  trouble,  but  their 
behaviour  during  recent  times  of  distress  has  not  confirmed 
the  opinion  that  they  readily  relapse  into  predatory  habits. 
The  standard  of  living  in  the  case  of  this  class  is  certainly 
low.   Where,  as  in  the  instance  of  Gurgaon,  a  purely  agri- 
cultural population  lives  on  a  country  of  uncertain  harvests 
in  large  numbers  to  the  acre  of  cultivation,  it  must  always 
be  poor  uuder  any  system,  and  must  suffer  greatly  from  time 
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to  time.  And  where  the  race  characteristics  of  the  population 
are  opposed  to  thrift  and  progress,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Meo», 
the  evil  is  greatly  intensified. 

4.  The  history  of  the  district,  especially  of  Mew&t,  has 
been  troublous  from  early  days.  In  recent  times,  after  being 
partly  conquered  by  the  Bhartpur  Chief,  it  came  under  the 
rule  of  the  Mahrattas,  some  of  whose  European  Officers,  as 
Sombre  and  George  Thomas,  obtained  grants  here.  Kewari 
remained  under  its  Ahir  Chiefs.  After  the  cession  of  the 
Delhi  territory  by  Maharaja  Sindhia  in  1803  the  Gurgaon 
parganas  were  at  first  for  the  most  part  given  in  jaglr  to 
various  persons.  Rew&ri,  Bahora,  Sohna  and  Nuh  in  the 
west  of  the  district  were  taken  under  direct  management 
in  1809  and  were  summarily  settled.  The  greater  part  of  the 
Palwal  Tahsil  fell  in  between  1817  and  1826.  But  the 
southern  part  of  the  Meo  country  remained  under  the  Nawab 
of  Firozpur  and  Loharu  until  1836,  and,  in  the  same  year, 
Jharsa,  the  jaglr  of  the  Begam  Sombre  or  Sararu  in  the 
north  of  the  district,  lapsed  to  Government.  A  little  before 
this  Gurgaon  had  been  constituted  a  Collectorate,  and  its 
head-quarters  had  been  fixed  in  their  present  place.  After 
the  Mutiny  the  estates  of  the  Nawabs  of  Furukhnagar  and 
J hajjar  were  confiscated,  and  the  foimer  with  a  small  part 
of  the  latter  were  incorporated  in  this  district.  The  bounda- 
ries of  the  tahsils  have  been  somewhat  modified  from  time  to 
time. 

5.  The  district  comprises  1,264  estates,  all  but  19  of 
which  are  owned  by  cultivating  communities.  The  Ahir  vil- 
lages are  generally  held  on  shares,  but  among  the  Meos  and 
the  Jats  the  extent  of  each  man's  occupied  land  is  usually  the 
measure  of  his  interest  in  the  estate.  Two-thirds  of  the  land 
is  cultivated  by  the  proprietors  themselves.  Of  the  remainder 
about  30  per  cent,  is  held  by  tenants  with  rights  of  occu- 
pancy, who  seldom  pay  any  rent  other  than  the  Govern- 
ment demand,  with  the  usual  cesses.  Teoants-at-will  usually 
pay  their  rents  in  cash.  The  practice  of  dividing  the 
produce  between  owner  and  cultivator  is  almost  unknown 
on  the  east  side  of  the  district  and  is  common  in  Kewari 
only.  Where  it  prevails  the   owner's  share   is  ordinarily 
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one-third,  being  less  on  very  poor  soil ;  while  on  lands  enjoy- 
ing natural  advantages  and  requiring  little  labour,  it  rises  to 
two-fifths  or  even  to  one-half. 

6.  It  is  important  to  observe  that  the  soil  of  the 
Gurgaon  District  produces  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
more  valuable  crops.  Wheat  occupies  only  5  per  cent,  of 
the  crop  area,  and  cotton,  which  is  grown  chiefly  in  the 
Firozpur  Tahsil,  8  per  cent.  There  is  hardly  any  sugar- 
cane, very  little  indigo  or  vegetables,  and  no  maize.  Oil- 
seeds, which  in  late  years  have  been  a  very  paying  crop,  are 
grown  to  a  very  small  extent.  The  autumn  crop,  chiefly  con- 
sisting of  millets  and  pulse,  which  are  generally  retained  for 
home  consumption,  occupies  in  this  district  double  the  area 
of  the  more  marketable  spring  crops.  Among  the  millets, 
bdira,  except  in  the  east,  generally  prevails  over  jotodr,  which 
requires  a  better  soil.  Even  on  well  lands  barley,  and  not 
wheat,  is  the  common  crop.  Wheat  has  the  preference  only 
on  naturally  irrigated  (dahri)  lands. 

7.  The  Summary  Settlements  in  Gurgaon,  like  those 
of  most  parts  of  the  old  Delhi  territory,  were  not  favorable 
examples  of  fiscal  arrangements.  The  assessments  were  gener- 
ally based  on  the  excessive  demands  of  the  former  Native 
Rulers  and  Jagirdars.  InRewariitis  said  that  the  villages 
were  settled  by  Mr.  W.  Fraser  with  the  highest  bidders.  The 
same  officer's  assessments  in  Bahora  completely  broke  down  ; 
the  parganas  of  Nuh  and  Sohna  greatly  deteriorated  ;  Taoru 
(which  now  forms  a  part  of  the  Nuh  Tahsil)  was  equally 
unfortunate.  Repeated  reductions  became  necessary,  but 
were  often  followed  by  further  enhancements  and  renewed 
failures.  The  policy  of  moderation  in  revenue  matters  was 
but  slowly  learnt.  Palwal  was  very  heavily  assessed  in  1820, 
and  in  Firozpur  as  late  as  1836  the  Nawab's  high  demand 
was  maintained. 

The  Regular  Settlement  made  in  1837-38  had  the  effect 
of  somewhat  reducing  the  demand,  and  in  Taoru  consider- 
able relief  was  given;  but  the  assessments  of  Mr.  (after- 
wards Lord)  Lawrence  in  Palwal  and  of  Mr.  M.  Gubbins 
in  Firozpur  were  still  decidedly  high,  and  the  demand  in 
Rewari  was  uniformly  heavy.  The  year  in  which  that  settle- 
ment came  into  force  was  one  of  famine  and  no  good  seasons 
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followed  until  1841.  In  Palwal  and  Firozpur  the  new 
assessments  were  soon  found  to  be  much  too  burthensome 
and  the  work  had  to  be  revised.  Reductions  of  25  per  cent, 
in  Palwal  and  of  20  per  cent,  in  Firozpur  were  made  by 
Mr.  G.  Barnes  and  Mr.  Gubbins.  The  Nuh  Tahsil  was  at 
the  same  time  assessed  at  reduced  rates.  But  in  Gurgaon 
and  Rewari,  which  had  not  suffered  so  much  as  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  district,  the  former  rates  were  allowed  to 
stand.  The  revenue  finally  fixed  in  184-5  was  about 
Ks.  11,14,000.  This  demand  fell  on  the  cultivated  area  of 
the  time  at  the  rate  of  Re.  1-8-0  per  acre  Considering  the 
absence  of  valuable  staples,  the  sandinessof  much  of  the  soil, 
and  the  small  proportion  of  irrigated  land,  this  seems  a  high 
rate  of  incidence.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that 
Government  share  was  at  that  period  taken  to  be  two-thirds 
of  the  net  proprietary  assets.  The  rates  were  generally  about 
Rs.  3-8-0,  but  sometimes  Rs.  4  per  acre  for  well  lands,  and 
about  Ks.  2-8-0,  on  the  average  for  naturally  irrigated  lands. 
For  unirrigated  land  the  rates  varied  according  to  the  natural 
quality  of  the  soil.  In  the  Gurgaon  District  four  natural 
kinds  of  soil  are  popularly  recognized,  viz., — 

(1)  Clay  {chicknot)  found  only  in  depressed  basins ; 

(2)  Good  loam  (narmot)  ; 

(3)  Sandy  loam  {magda)  ;  and 

(4)  Sand  (bhur). 

The  first  two  of  these  are  considered  as  practically  of  equal 
value.  Bhur  is  decidedly  inferior,  and  magda  is  an  inter- 
mediate quality.  But  in  most  circles  two  rates  were  con- 
sidered sufficient  for  the  assessment  of  unirrigated  land,  only 
bhur  being  distinguished  from  the  better  soils.  The  rate  for 
the  better  kinds  of  unirrigated  land  varied  from  Re.  1  to 
Rs.  2  per  acre  and  averaged  about  Re.  1-8-0.  For  bhur 
the  rate  in  five  circles  varied  from  Re.  I  up  to  Re.  1-3-0,  and 
in  five  circles  from  Re.  1  down  to  12|  annas;  but  in  one 
circle  rates  as  low  as  9  annas  and  even  7  annas  were  adopted. 

The  revised  assessment  of  1842  was  found  to  work  well 
on  the  whole.  Palwal,  in  consequence  of  a  rapid  development 
of  cultivation,  came  to  be  lightly  and  rather  unequally  as- 
sessed.   In  Firozpur  certain  villages  of  which  the  irrigated 
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area  had  been  overestimated  were  found  to  be  dispropor- 
tionately burthened.  Rewari  and  Jharsa  were  regarded  as 
rather  highly  assessed,  but  were  prosperous.  As  the  Finan- 
cial Commissioner  has  written  "the  assessment  of  1842 
worked  easily  throughout  almost  the  whole  district,  the 
balances  were  insignificant,  the  people  prospered,  and  popu- 
lation, cultivation  and  irrigation  increased  in  a  remarkable 
degree." 

In  the  year  of  drought,  1860-61,  special  leniency  was 
shown  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  liberal  relief  was 
given  by  Government,  by  which  means  serious  distress  was 
averted.  The  actual  sum  of  revenue  suspended  and  remitted 
was  Rs.  1,34,800  and  Rs.  6,056.  The  distress  experienced  in 
1868-69  was  of  a  much  milder  character,  and  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  do  more  than  suspend  Rs.  48,000  and 
remit  Rs.  2,500.  The  rent  roll  of  the  year  1876-77,  the  last 
in  which  the  Regular  Settlement  remained  in  force,  amounted 
to  Ks.  1 1,03,339.  The  actual  collections  during  the  currency 
of  that  settlement  had  averaged  93  per  cent,  of  the  demand. 

8.  The  term  of  settlement  having  expired  in  1872, 
operations  for  a  revision  were  commenced  in  that  year.  In 
March  1873  Mr.  F.  C.  Channing,  then  an  officer  of  about 
three  years'  standing,  was  put  in  charge  as  Assistant  Settle- 
ment Officer  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Wood,  the  Settlement 
Officer  of  the  Delhi  Division ;  but  in  December  1875  he 
received  the  full  powers  of  a  Settlement  Officer.  At  the  end 
of  1877,  when  nothing  but  the  completion  of  the  record"  of 
rights  remained  to  do,  Mr.  Channing  was  transferred  to  the 
post  of  Settlement  Secretary  to  the  Financial  Commissioner, 
and  the  Settlement  was  finished  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Maconachie 
with  Mr.  J.  Wilson  as  his  Assistant. 

The  standard  of  assessment  had  since  the  date  of  the 
former  settlement  been  lowered  one-fourth,  the  Government 
share  being  reckoned  as  one-half  instead  of  as  two-thirds 
of  the  net  assets.  But  in  the  same  interval  the  prices  of 
agricultural  produce  had  risen  very  greatly.  The  figures 
stated  in  paragraph  92  of  Mr.  Channing's  Report  prove  that 
the  average  prices  of  the  20  years  preceding  his  assessment 
exceeded  by  40  per  cent;  those  prevailing  in  the  20  years, 
1832—1852,  in  the  middle  of  which  period  the  former  assess- 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    8  ) 


ment  was  made  ;  while  the  table  given  in  paragraph  7  of 

the  Financial  Commissioner's  Review  shows  that  in  more 
recent  years  mu<h  higher  prices  have  prevailed  than  in  the 
period  for  which  Mr.  Channing  obtained  his  data.  The 
value  of  land  had  increased  nearly  five-fold  since  1842.  Cash 
rents  were  unknown  in  1838,  no  tenant  at  that  time  under- 
taking to  pay  in  cash  any  more  than  the  Government  revenue  ; 
whereas  at  the  time  of  the  new  settlement  rents  of  Rs.  3  per 
acre  for  unirrigated  and  Rs.  5  for  irrigated  land  were  not 
unknown,  as  is  mentioned  in  paragraph  147  of  the  Report. 
It  is  thus  evident  that  the  reduction  which  was  required  on 
account  of  the  change  in  the  standard  of  assessment  was  con- 
siderably outweighed  by  the  enhancement  claimable  on  the 
score  of  increased  prices,  and  therefore  the  incidence  of  the 
old  assessment  on  the  cultivated  area  might,  so  far  as 
these  considerations  go,  have  fairly  been  maintained,  even 
if  it  were  not  raised. 

The  cultivated  area  had  increased  from  703,124  acres  to 
987,161  acres,  or  40  per  cent.,  as  shown  in  paragraph  37 
of  Mr.  Wilson's  Report,  and  the  naturally  and  artificially 
irrigated  area  had,  according  to  the  new  measurements, 
increased  in  the  Rame  proportion,  viz.,  from  132,417  to 
185,523  acres.  Population  had  iucreased  by  about  20  per 
cent. 

9.  Mr.  Channing  divided  the  district  into  numerous 
assessment  circles,  no  less  than  32  in  all,  but  many  of  these, 
especially  in  the  Gurgaon  and  Rewari  TahsQs,  where  the 
division  is  most  minute,  differ  so  little  from  one  another  that 
almost  the  same  rates  were  applied  to  several  circles.  It 
is  not  necessary,  therefore,  in  the  final  review  of  the  Settle- 
ment Report  to  deal  separately  with  the  whole  series  of 
circles.  They  may  be  grouped  together  into  the  following 
main  physical  divisions  : — 

(1)  The  B&ngar,  including  the  Bangar  and  Khadar- 

Bangrar  Circles  in  Palwal,  the  Bangar  Circle 
in  Nuh,  and  the  Pdnahana  Circle  in  Flrozpur. 

(2)  The  Khddar  Circle  in  Palwal. 

(3)  The  Firozpur  valley,  including  all  the  remainder 

of  the  Firozpur  TahsQ  except  Chak  Chiknot. 
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(4)  The  Nuh  basin,  consisting  of  Chak  Dahri  in  Null 

and  Chak  Chiknot  in  Firozpur, 

(5)  The  Najafgarh  basin,  being    Chak  Dahri  in 

Gurgaon. 

(6)  The  rest  of  the  Gurgaon  Tahsil  made  up  several 

small  valleys,  to  which  may  be  added  the 
Taoru  Circle  from  Nuh  and  Chaks  Bhuder 
and  Dahri  from  Palwal. 

(7)  The  whole  Rewdri  Tahsil    The  Rewdri  Tahsil 

differs  from  Gurgaon  more  in  its  history,  its 
inhabitants  and  their  mode  of  cultivation  than 
in  its  soil.  It  contains  some  areas  of  naturally 
irrigated  land,  but  not  of  great  extent  or 
importance. 

Mr.  Channing's  method  of  forming  revenue  rates  is  de- 
scribed by  him  in  paragraph  141  of  bis  Report.  He  adopted 
in  most  places  three  rates  for  unirrigated  land  besides  his 
rates  for  well  lands  and  for  land  naturally  irrigated.  It 
would  perhaps  have  been  better,  as  suggested  by  the  Finan- 
cial Commissioner,  merely  to  have  distinguished  bhur  from 
other  soils,  as  was  generally  done  at  the  former  settlement. 
The  Settlement  Officer  might,  if  he  desired  it  for  safety's 
sake,  have  retained  all  four  classes  in  the  measurement 
papers. 

10.  The  Bangar  Circle  as  above  defined  has  about 
317,000  acres  of  cultivated  land.  The  produce  is  jowar, 
barley  and  gram.  The  people  are  Jats  and  Rajputs  in  the 
northern  villages,  but  Meos  in  Punahana  and  most  of  Nuh. 
The  prevailing  soil  is  loam  (nannot),  which  forms  from  84 
to  69  per  cent,  of  the  soil  of  the  several  circles.  This  soil 
was  assessed  at  from  Re.  1-6-0  in  the  Palwal  Bangar  to 
Re.  1-4-0  in  the  other  circles.  The  old  rates  were  Re.  1-9-0 
and  Re.  1-11-0.  In  the  adjoining  tahsfl  of  Ballabgarh  in 
the  Delhi  District  the  rate  for  similar  land  was  Re.  1-8-0, 
and  in  the  Kosi  Tahsil  of  the  Muttra  District  Rs.  2-0-0. 
Bhur  forms  about  7  per  cent,  of  the  whole  cultivated  area 
and  was  rated  at  10£,  12  and  14  annas.  The  increase  of 
cultivation  was  60  per  cent.,  viz.,  from  205,000  to  322,000 
acres.    The  result  of  the  new  assessment  was  to  raise  the 
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revenue  by  35  per  cent.,  viz.,  from  Rs.  3,14,540  to 
Rs.  4,23,661.  There  is  not  much  well  irrigation  in  the  Bangar 
country.  About  8  per  cent,  of  the  area  was  considered  to 
be  irrigable  and  was  assesssed  at  well  rates,  but  only  half 
of  this  area  was  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measure- 
ments.    The  well  rates  were  much  the  same  as  elsewhere. 

The  Khadar  Circle  on  the  river  side  is  small.  The  old 
rate  on  Khadar  lands  was  He.  1-12-0.  In  Ballabgarh  and 
Kosi  the  rates  for  similar  lands  were  Re.  1-6-0  and 
Ks.  2  respectively.  The  new  rate  was  Re.  1-6-0,  and  the 
resulting  enhancement  was  33  per  cent. 

The  Flrozpur  valley  has  a  light  soil,  which  becomes 
sandy  on  the  upper  slopes  near  the  hills  on  both  sides  ;  but 
the  lower  lands  are  watered  by  the  Landoha  stream,  which 
enters  the  valley  from  Alwar  territory  and  in  years  of  heavy 
rainfall  continues  its  course  as  far  as  the  Nuh  basin.  The 
people  are  nearly  all  Meos.  They  are  not  prosperous,  and  a 
large  area  is  under  mortgage.  Cotton  is  much  grown  in  the 
flooded  lands.  About  10  per  cent,  of  the  land  is  protected 
by  wells,  but  not  much  more  than  half  of  the  wells  are 
habitually  worked.  Cultivation  had  increased  sioce  the 
Regular  Settlement  by  about  46  per  cent.  The  old  rates 
were  amongst  the  highest  in  the  district,  well  lands  being 
assessed  at  Rs.  3-10-0,  naturally  irrigated  lands  at  Rs.  3-2-0, 
unirrigated  clay  soil  at  Rs.  2,  and  even  bhur  at  Re.  1-3-0. 
Mr.  Channing  slightly  reduced  the  well  rates ;  he  adopted 
rates  of  Rs.  2  to  Rs.  2-8-0  for  naturally  irrigated  lands 
and  rates  of  Re.  1-12-0  to  Re.  1-2-0  for  unirrigated  land  in 
the  lower  villages.  But  he  rated  the  high-lying  bhur  at 
only  14  annas.  The  result  of  these  rates  was  an  increase  of 
the  revenue  from  Rs.  1,23,790  to  Rs.  1,28,452,  or  only  4  per 
cent.    In  the  lower  villages  the  assessment  was  unaltered. 

In  the  Nuh  basin  cultivation  had  increased  by  56  per 
cent.  Wheat  is  largely  cultivated  on  the  flooded  lands,  and 
cotton  on  the  unirrigated  lands.  This  part  of  the  country 
had  suffered  from  over-assessment  in  earlier  times  and  much 
of  it  was  heavily  mortgaged.  The  holdings  are  small.  The 
naturally  irrigated  (dahri)  area  is  about  30  per  cent,  of  the 
whole.  The  old  rate  for  such  land  in  the  Nuh  Pargana  was 
Rs.  2  per  acre,  and  this  was  retained  by  Mr.  Channing. 
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Unirrigated  lands  were  formerly  rated  at  Re.  1-12-0  to 
Re.  1-2-0.  These  rates  were  reduced  to  Re.  1-6-0  for  the 
best  soil  and  10J  annas  for  bhur.  There  is  hardly  any  well 
irrigation,  and  the  well  water  is  generally  salt.  The  result 
was  an  enhancement  from  Rs.  1,26,657  to  Rs.  1,49,085,  or 
about  18  per  cent. 

• 

In  this  tract  and  the  Ffrozpur  valley  the  course  of  flood 
waters  is  regulated  by  artificial  works  which  are  described  in 
paragraph  167  of  Mr.  Channing's  Report.  A  rate  of  6 J 
annas  per  acre  was  charged  by  the  Canal  Department  on 
lands  benefited  by  these  works,  and  in  consideration  of  this 
charge  they  were  assessed  by  the  Settlement  Officer  at  unirri- 
gated rates.  These  works  have  since  been  transferred  to 
the  management  of  the  District  Committee. 

Parts  of  the  lands  of  seven  villages  surrounding  the 
Kotla  Jhfl  in  this  circle  are  subject  to  prolonged  submersion 
during  which  they  are  unculturable.  It  was  decided  that 
the  assessment  on  these  lands  should  be  fluctuating,  the 
usual  rate  of  Rs.  2  per  acre  being  paid  only  on  the  area 
actually  cultivated  in  each  year.  Other  villages  in  this  tract 
receive  remissions  whenever  they  suffer  submersion  of  more 
than  one-tenth  of  their  culturable  area. 

The  Najafgarh  Jhil  Circle  is  a  much  smaller  one  than 
the  last.  The  extent  of  the  Jhll  varies  very  much  with  the 
rainfall  and  with  the  quantity  of  water  brought  into  it  by 
hill  streams.  An  escape  channel  under  the  management  of 
the  Canal  Department  carries  away  the  surplus  water  to 
the  Jumna  above  the  city  of  Delhi,  and  the  land  rendered 
culturable  by  the  removal  of  the  water  has  been  charged 
with  a  low  rate.  It  has  also  been  necessary  to  make  large 
remissions  for  lands  submerged.  Mr.  Channing's  proposal, 
which  was  sanctioned  by  Government,  was  that  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  lands  most  subject  to  flooding,  which  he  found 
to  have  an  area  of  1,772  acres,  should  be  taken  by  the 
Canal  Department,  and  that  the  rate  on  the  crops  usually 
grown  should  be  fixed  at  Rs.  3  per  acre.  Other  permanently 
assessed  flooded  lands  were  rated  at  Rs.  2-8-0.  The  soil  ot 
this  circle  is  not  good.  Cultivation  has  somewhat  increased, 
but  the  revenue  was  slightly  reduced. 
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11.  The  rest  of  the  Gurgaon  Tahsfl  and  the  adjoining 
tracts  in  the  north  of  the  district  have  a  varied  soil,  generally 
a  sandy  loam  ;  but  near  the  hills,  which  here  ramify  into 
many  branches,  the  land  is  gritty  sand  and  is  cut  up  by 
xavine3.  The  valleys  are  sometimes  naturallv  irrigated  by 
torrents.  About  Farukhnagar  the  country  is  full  of  sandy 
hillocks  and  contains  hardly  any  good  land.  Cultivation 
increased  since  1842  by  about  26  per  cent.  About  10  per 
cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  was  assessed  as  well  land  and 
about  9  per  cent,  was  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of 
measurements.  In  this  tahsil  the  wells  are  not  reserved  for 
the  occasion  of  drought,  but  are  regularly  worked  as  a  part 
of  the  system  of  husbandry.  The  well  rates  were  fixed  at 
Us.  2-8-0  to  Rs.  3  per  acre,  which  is  about  the  same  as  the 
former  rate.  The  unirrigated  land,  being  mostly  sandy  loam 
(magcla)  or  sand  {bhur),  the  rates  for  these  two  soils  are  the 
most  important.  The  former  was  assessed  at  about  Re.  1 
(13  annas  to  Re.  1-4-0),  and  the  latter  at  10  annas  (9  to  12 
.  annas \  which  rates  again  differ  but  little  from  those  of  the 
previous  settlement.  The  result  was  an  enhancement  from 
Rs.  2,33,994  to  Rs.  2,70,324,  or  about  15£  per  cent 
The  small  Dahn  Circle  in  the  north-west  of  Palwal  had 
been  assessed  highly  enough  before  and  its  revenue  was  not 
raised.  There  was  an  increase  of  23  per  cent,  in  the  Meo 
Pargana  of  Taoru,  in  which  the  increase  of  cultivation  had 
been  about  33  per  cent.  The  rates  in  Taoru  were  the  same 
as  the  adjoining  hilly  circles  of  Gurgaon. 


In  Rewdri  the  well  irrigation  is  of  even  more  importance 
than  in  Gurgaon,  the  soil  being  generally  too  light  to  produce 
good  crops  unless  it  be  irrigated.  The  area  assessed  as  well 
lands  was  19  percent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  and  about  17  per 
cent,  was  actually  under  irrigation.  The  wells  are  inclined 
to  be  salt  in  many  parts  of  the  tahsil  The  s  il  is  nearly  all 
either  sand  or  light  sandy  loam,  no  less  than  three-fourths 
of  the  area  in  some  circles  being  classed  as  sand.  The  old 
rates  for  sandy  loam  were  about  Re.  1-4-0  and  14  annas  for 
sand.  Mr.  Channmg's  rates,  which  vary  little  from  circle 
to  circle,  are  Re.  1-3-0  to  Re.  1  for  the  former  and  12  annas 
(in  two  small  circles  10  and  10J  annas)  for  the  latter  soil 
His  rates  for  well  lands  varied  from  Rs.  3  to  Rs  2-4-0  as 
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against  former  rates  of  Rs.  4  and  Rs.  3-3-0.  The  result  was 
an  increase  of  only  about  2  per  cent,  in  the  assessment, 
while  cultivation  had  increased  by  31  per  cent. 

12.  On  the  whole  district  the  increase  of  assessment 
was  about  17  per  cent.,  viz.,  from  Rs.  11,03,000  to 
Rs.  12,78,113;  while,  as  has  been  before  stated,  the  increase 
in  cultivation  and  in  irrigation  had  been  40  per  cent. 

Mr.  Channing's  rates  for  Palwai  and  Firozpur,  which 
were  the  tahsils  he  first  assessed,  were  regarded  by  Mr.  Wood, 
under  whose  supervision  he  was  acting,  as  too  low, 
but  were  eventually  accepted.  It  was  at  first  proposed  to 
put  a  low  additional  rate  on  land  under  fallow,  but  this 
charge  was  struck  off  by  the  orders  of  Government.  It 
appears  sufficiently  from  the  figures  above  stated  that 
Mr.  Channing  in  almost  all  cases  lowered  the  incidence  of  the 
revenue  upon  the  cultivated  area.  In  cases  where  his  rates 
would  have  resulted  in  large  enhancements  he  usually  assess- 
ed the  villages  well  below  his  rates.  That  he  was  not  unwill- 
ing to  make  proper  concessions  to  weak  and  impoverished 
communities  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  the  revenue 
of  no  less  than  202  villages  {viz.,  104  in  Rewari  and  98  in 
other  tahsils)  was  actually  reduced  by  him.  His  rates, 
though  no  doubt  higher  than  have  been  customary  in  most 
parts  of  the  Punjab  Proper,  were  not  higher  than  those  adopt- 
ed in  the  adjoining  parts  of  the  Delhi  and  Rohtak  Districts, 
and  were  much  below  those  adopted  in  Muttra  and  other 
adjacent  districts  of  the  North- West  Provinces.  His  stand- 
ard of  assessment  certainly  did  not  on  the  whole  exceed  a 
half  share  of  the  proprietors'  profits,  and  it  will  be  observed 
from  Mr.  Wilson's  report  that  in  many  parts  of  the  district 
rents  have  risen  since  assessments  were  introduced.  This  is 
markedly  the  case  in  the  Landoha  circle  of  the  Firozpur 
Tahsll,  which  on  account  of  its  natural  advantages  is  assessed 
higher  than  any  other  circle.  The  rates  of  yield  of  the 
principal  crops  assumed  in  calculating  the  value  of  the  pro- 
duce are  stated  in  Chapter  IV  of  the  Report.  They  are  all 
moderate,  and  as  shown  in  paragraphs  50  and  51  of 
Mr.  Wilson's  Report  they  agree  well  with  those  assumed  in  the 
neighbouring  districts.  The  scale  of  prices  which  was  applied 
ia  order  to  obtain  the  money  value  of  the  produce  was  an 
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extremely  low  one.  Sir  James  Lyall's  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject has  been  expressed  in  the  passage  quoted  by  the  Finan- 
cial Commissioner  in  paragraph  38  of  his  Review,  in  which 
it  is  observed  that  Mr.  Channing's  assessment  was  at  least  as 
lenient,  all  things  considered,  as  that  of  Mr.  Barnes*.  The 
misfortunes  which  afterwards  fell  upon  the  Gurgaon  District 
are  not  attributable  to  the  new  settlement  except  in  a  few 
cases,  in  which  the  enhancement  of  the  revenue  was  unusually 
large,  and  under  similar  circumstances  would  have  probably 
occurred  in  the  vast  majority  of  estates  had  the  old  settle- 
ment of  1842  remained  in  operation.  In  some  of  the  circles 
which  afterwards  suffered  most  severely  Mr.  Channing  had 
not  raised  the  assessment  at  all,  while  such  redistribution  of 
pressure  as  he  made  between  village  and  village  must  have 
tended  on  the  whole  to  render  the  burthen  easier  to  be  borne. 
No  doubt  the  realization  of  a  heavier  revenue  than  that  which 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  pay  in  the  past  did  add  to  the 
difficulties  of  the  people  in  1877 — 1881.  But  for  these  reali- 
zations Mr.  Channing  was  in  no  way  responsible.  He  did 
not  profess  to  make  an  assessment  which  could  be  realized 
in  full  in  the  worst  years,  and  he  was  not  instructed  to  pitch 
the  revenue  demand  at  a  level  which  would  allow  of  its  being 
realized  without  suspensions  or  remissions  in  such  years. 

13.  The  new  assessments  came  into  force  from  the 
kharif  season  of  1877.  The  rains  of  that  year  failed  and, 
except  in  a  few  specially  fortunate  villages,  the  autumn  crop 
was  completely  lost.  Added  to  the  loss  of  the  crop  a  vast 
number  of  cattle  died  for  want  of  fodder.  In  the  beginning 
of  October  the  Settlement  Officer  discussed  the  situation  in 
a  memorandum  in  which  he  gave  his  opinion  that  the  reve- 
nue of  that  season  could  not  in  most  villages  be  exacted  with- 
out involving  the  people  in  debt,  and  he  advised  that  the 
first  instalment  of  the  kharif  demand  throughout  the  district 
should  be  suspended.  This  recommendation,  in  which  the 
Deputy  Commissioner  concurred,  was  supported  by  the  Com- 
missioner. But  unfortunately  for  the  Gurgaon  District,  the 
year  in  which  it  needed  relief  was  one  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  was  encountering  greater  and  more  widespread 
distress  in  other  provinces,  and  the  consequent  financial 
pressure  had  rendered  it  necessary  to  call  for  the  collection 
of  as  large  a  proportion  as  might  be  possible  of  the  land  reve- 
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nue  of  the  Punjab.    The  late  Mr.  Gore  Ouseley  as  Financial 
Commissioner,  who  in  pursuance  of  this  communication  from 
the  Government  of  India  had  already  issued  circular  orders 
directing  the  revenue  to  be  collected  with  the  usual  punctu- 
ality, declined  therefore  to  entertain  any  such  general  pro- 
posal  as  that  sent  up  from  Gurgaon.     He  observed  that 
wherever  the  revenue  had  been  enhanced  by  the  new  settle- 
ment the  presumption  was  that  the  proprietors  must  have 
long  enjoyed  large  profits,  and  they  must  understand  that  the 
new  assessment  must  be  paid  by  them  in  bad  seasons  as  well 
as  in  good  ones.    Applications  for  suspension  would  be  suit- 
able only  in  cases  where  the  former  revenue  had  been  reduced 
by  the  Settlement  Officer.    The  request  of  the  local  officers 
being  thus  refused,  efforts  were  made  to  collect  the  revenue 
in  the  usual  way.    It  was,  however,  found  impossible  to 
realize  the  demand  iu  full,  and  in  the  following  May,  on  a 
further  representation  by  the  Commissioner,  the  suspension 
of  a  balance  of  Rs.  1,22,438  was  sanctioned.    In  the  same 
season  a  takavi  grant  of  Rs.  50,000  was  given  for  the  pur- 
chase of  seed  and  bullocks.    But  the  troubles  of  the  agricul- 
turists were  not  at  an  end.    The  spring  crop  of  1878  was 
disappointing.     The  rains  of  1878  were  of  only  half  the 
average  quantity  and  ceased  early.    Excepting  the  bajra,  all 
autumn  crops  withered.    The  winter  rains  also  failed  and 
there  was  no  spring  crop  except  on  irrigated  lands.  In 
Palwal,  where  the  irrigation  from  the  Agra  Canal  might 
have  saved  the  crops,  the  people  were  fever-stricken  and  un- 
able to  make  use  of  the  water.    Up  to  this  time  no  revenue 
had  been  remitted,  the  exigencies  of  Government  on  account 
of  the  Kabul  Campaign  not  admitting  of  that  course  being 
taken  in  1878.    In  1879  a  remission  of  about  Ks.  41,000  was 
sanctioned  by  Government  in  addition  to  the  suspension  of 
Rs.  69,000  more.    But  this  concession  was  neutralized  by 
orders  for  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of  more  than  Rs.  94,000  due 
as  fees  for  extracts  from  the  new  settlement  record  supplied 
to  the  land-holders.    The  autumn  crop  of  1879  was  excellent, 
but  at  this  juncture  the  district  was  swept  by  a  terrible 
epidemic  of  fever  and  the  people  had  hardly  strength  enough 
to  gather  in  the  harvest.    The  following  two  crops  were 
poor.    In  April  1881  a  suspension  of  Rs.  18,658  and  a  remis- 
sion of  Rs.  20,755  were  sanctioned;  but  in  1880  the  enhanced 
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local  rate  from  6 J  to  8  J  per  cent.,  which  in  thia  district  had 
been  held  in  abeyance  for  two  years,  was  at  length  enforced. 
In  March  1882  Sir  James  Lyall,  then  Financial  Commis- 
sioner, made  a  tour  through  the  Gurgaon  District  and  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  distress  could  not  be  tided  over  by 
means  of  occasional  suspensions  and  remissions,  which  had 
in  fact  only  been  applied  where  balances  were  found  to  be 
irrecoverable.  It  was  apparent  that  the  agricultural  popula- 
tion could  not  recover  themselves  without  more  radical 
measures  of  relief.  An  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner, 
Munshi  Adjudhia  Pershad,  was  accordingly  sent  to  assist  the 
Deputy  Commissioner  in  making  a  thorough  enquiry  into  the 
state  of  the  district,  and  shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Wilson,  who 
in  the  meantime  had  carried  out  the  settlement  of  the  Sirsa 
District,  was  deputed  as  Settlement  Officer  to  make  a  general 
revision  of  the  assessments.  The  earlier  measures  of  relief 
had  been  mostly  confined  to  the  Meo  country,  but  in  1882 
numerous  petitions  complaining  of  over-assessment  were  re- 
ceived from  the  tahsils  of  Gurgaon,  Palwal  and  Rewari.  It 
was  deemed  necessary  therefore  to  extend  the  enquiry  to 
these  cases  also  and  thus  to  make  it  include  the  entire  dis- 
trict. 

The  points  in  which  the  assessments  appeared  to  the 
present  Lieutenant-Governor  to  be  open  to  question  were 
that  the  area  of  naturally  irrigated  land  had  perhaps  been 
over-estimated  by  reason  of  the  Settlement  Officer  having 
seen  these  lands  after  some  years  of  very  heavy  rain,  and 
that  the  area  of  unirrigated  bhur  soil  which  was  under  cul- 
tivation in  the  year  of  measurements  might  also,  from  the 
prevalence  of  good  rainy  seasons,  have  been  larger  than 
could  generally  be  reckoned  upon.  He  was  also  of  opinion 
that  large  enhancements  had  in  some  cases  been  too  boldly 
made. 

At  the  end  of  1882  Mr.  Wilson  made  a  preliminary 
report  in  which  he  maintained  the  view  that  the  assessment 
was  not  really  too  high  except  in  the  two  or  three  respects 
noticed  by  the  Financial  Commissioner  and  in  the  matter  of 
those  wells  which  are  only  occasionally  used,  but  which  had 
been  assessed  upon  their  whole  irrigable  area.  He  did  not 
propose  to  reduce  the  assessment  permanently.  He  desired 
that  a  limit  might  be  fixed  by  Government  up  to  which  tern- 
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porary  reductions  of  revenue  might  be  made,  and  that  he 
might  be  empowered  within  this  limit  to  announce  the  reduc- 
tions as  he  proceeded  with  the  work.  The  limit  he  proposed 
was  the  sum  of  Rs.  1,40,000,  which  was  approximately  the 
emount  by  which  the  Government  demand  (all  assignments 
axcluded)  had  been  increased  by  the  new  assessment.  He 
also  asked  permission  to  revise  the  distribution  of  the  reve- 
nue, to  alter  in  some  cases  the  proportions  between  the  kharif 
and  rabi  instalments,  and  to  postpone  by  15  days  the  dates 
for  the  payment  of  the  latter.  The  present  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor as  Financial  Commissioner  considered  that  where  the 
cultivated  area  had  been  too  highly  estimated  it  would  be 
proper  to  give  reductions  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  of 
settlement;  but  that  in  other  cases  where  the  Settlement 
Officer's  calculations  had  not  been  wrong,  but  the  villages 
had  become  impoverished  through  subsequent  calamities,  re- 
ductions for  a  term  of  a  few  years  would  be  sufficient.  He 
agreed  to  the  limit  of  Rs.  1,40,000  being  fixed  as  the  maxi- 
mum within  which  temporary  and  permanent  reductions 
might  be  proposed,  but  he  thought  that  it  would  probably 
not  be  necessary  to  go  fully  up  to  that  amount.  Sir  Charles 
Aitchison,  however,  did  not  wish  to  limit  the  grant  of  perma- 
nent reductions  of  revenue  to  those  cases  merely  in  vihich 
the  Settlement  Officer  could  be  proved  to  have  been  wronc, 
and  he  directed  that  in  determining  whether  reductions 
should  be  given  permanently  or  only  temporarily  the  present 
condition  and  prospects  of  the  village  should  be  looked  to. 
He  thought  that  Mr.  Wilson  had  taken  an  optimist  view  of 
the  Settlement  proceedings,  snd  that  it  would  perhaps  be 
necessary  to  forego  the  greater  part  of  the  sum  of  Rs.  1,40,000 
for  the  whole  term  of  settlement,  and  possibly  to  make  still 
larger  reductions  for  a  time.  In  the  meantime  some  large 
sums  were  remitted  and  suspended,  and  a  grant  of  Rs.  50,000, 
afterwards  raised  to  Rs.  2,00,000,  was  obtained  from  the 
Government  of  India  for  the  purchase  of  plough  cattle. 

14.  Mr.  Wilson's  final  report  on  the  measures  of  relief 
proposed  by  him  and  the  Deputy  Commissioner  was  submitted 
to  the  Financial  Commissioner  in  November  16  83,  and  has 
been  reviewed  by  Colonel  Wace,  together  with  Mr.  Chann- 
ing's  Report,  in  a  careful  memorandum,  in  which  he  has  in- 
corporated some  leading  agricultural  statistics  of  the  district 
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up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1885-86.  Mr.  Wilson  commences 
by  stating  the  evidence  afforded  by  statistics  of  the  loss  of 
agricultural  resources  and  the  decline  of  prosperity  in  Gur- 
gaon  since  the  year  1877.  He  reckons  that  nearly  one-third 
of  the  plough  bullocks  had  disappeared,  and  estimates  that 
in  all  150,000  head  of  cattle  had  died.  The  population  in- 
stead of  showing  an  increase  as  compared  with  1868  was  less 
by  7  per  cent.,  which,  seeing  that  there  must  have  been  an 
increase  at  the  usual  rate  between  1863  and  1877,  indicates  a 
loss  between  1877  aud  1882  of  about  12  percent.  In  the 
Firozpur  Tahsfl  the  diminution  was  believed  to  be  as  much 
as  20  per  cent,  and  16  per  cent,  in  Nuh.  The  cultivated  area 
which  at  settlement  was  reckoned  to  be  987,000  acres,  but 
which  in  the  years  1868 — 1876  had  only  averaged  935,000 
acres,  had  in  the  years  1877 — 1883  fallen  to  an  average  of 
633,000  acres.  About  10  per  cent  of  the  area  measured  at 
settlement  as  cultivated  was  out  of  cultivation,  though  the 
ordinary  proportion  of  fallow  would  be  only  about  5  per  cent. 
The  abandoned  land  was  mostly  high-lying  bhur  soil.  Well 
irrigation  had,  owing  principally  to  the  want  of  bullocks, 
fallen  even  below  the  figures  of  the  year  of  settlement,  though 
in  that  year  the  wells  had  been  neglected  owing  to  a  plentiful 
rainfall.  Since  1877  3  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  land  had 
been  sold,  the  sales  being  most  serious  in  the  Gurgaon  and 
Rew&ri  Tahsils.  The  area  under  mortgage,  which  had 
amouuted  to  only  6  J  per  cent,  before  1877,  had  increased 
to  12  per  cent...  the  amount  borrowed  being  20  lakhs  of 
rupees,  or  nearly  two  years'  revenue.  In  the  eastern  part  of 
the  district  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  mortgages  were 
of  the  nature  of  transfers,  encouraged  by  the  Tahsilddrs, 
from  an  insolvent  to  a  solvent  cosharer.  The  extent  of  mort- 
gages in  that  part  of  the  district  would  have  been  larger  but 
for  the  fact  that  since  1878  outside  capitalists  had  been 
unwilling  to  advance  any  money  on  land  in  Nuh  and  Firoz- 
pur. In  the  western  tahsils  the  transfers  were  usually  to 
members  of  the  moneyed  classes. 

15.  Mr.  Wilson  then  proceeds  to  detail  circle  by  circle 
the  reductions  permanent  and  temporary,  which  were 
announced  by  him  with  the  reasons  for  his  action.  The  term 
of  the  temporary  reductions  was  in  all  cases  fixed  at  7  years. 
The  results  may  be  summarised  in  the  same  shape  as  has  been 
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adopted    above  in  paragraphs   10  and    11    in  respect  of 
Mr.  Channing's  assessments.    In  the  Bangar  tract  the  princi- 
pal cause  discovered  for  reducing  the  assessment  was  that  the 
area  to  which  the  well  rates  had  been  applied  was  larger 
than  the  extent  of  actual  irrigation.    Some  villages  in  Palwal 
were  impoverished.     In  the  Nuh  Bangar  cultivation  had 
decreased.     In  Punah&na  some  relief  was  given  where  en- 
hancements had  been  very  large.    The  assessment  was  re- 
duced by  Rs.  12,272,  or  about  3  per  cent.,  for  the  term  of 
settlement,   and  by  a  further  sura  of  Rs.    36,069,   or  9 
per  cent.,  for  7  years.    In  the  Khadar  Circle  the  permanent 
reductions  came  to  Rs  1,789,  and  the  temporary  reductions 
to  Rs.  1,142,  being  6  and  9  per  cent,  respectively.    In  the 
Firozpur    valley  the  state   of  the  Landoha  villages  had 
formed  the  subject  of  an  enquiry  by  Mr.  Wilson  under  the 
orders  of  the  Commissioner  in  1879,  and  some  small  reduc- 
tions of  assessment  had  been  sanctioned.     Some  further 
proposals  were  made  by  Ajudhia  Pershnd,  but  Mr.  Wilson 
was  directed  to  revise  these  proposals  with  a  view  to  increased 
liberality.    In  the  Landoha  and  Mundikhera  Circles  taken 
together,  Mr.  Channing,  as  already  stated,  had  made  no 
enhancement.    But  Mr.  Wilson  considered  that  the  well 
areas  had  been  over-estimated  and  also  that  the    rate  on 
bhur  soil  was  too  high  for  some  of  the  land  of  that  description. 
In  the  villages  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  on  both  sides  of  the 
valley  there  was  considerably  less  of  the  sandy  soil  under 
cultivation  than  had  been  measured  at  settlement  as  culti- 
vated land.    This  soil  is  a  poor  gritty  sand,  not  to  be  com- 
pared in  fertility  with  the  sandy  lands  on  the  plains  towards 
the  Sutlej,  which  with  very  little  rainfall  produces  good 
crops  of  gram  and  barley.   Its  best  crop  is  bdjra,  and  some  of 
it  yields  only  moth.    Even  such  crops  are  probably  not 
produced  every  year  in  the  same  fields.    Mr.  Channing  had 
not  the  advantage  which  Settlement  Officers  now  possess 
of  comparing  his  measured  areas  of  cultivated  land  with 
several  years'  careful  crop  inspections.    Had  he  been  able 
to  make  such  a  comparison  he  would  most  likely  have  found 
that  even  in  ordinary  years  in  these  poor  soils  the  area 
producing  a  crop  falls  considerably  short  of  the  area  of 
cultivated  lands   In  the  first  place  the  entire  area  is  not 
always  sown,  a  considerable  proportion  of  it  being  inten- 
tionally left  fallow ;  and  in  the  second  place  many  fields  and 
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parts  of  fields  produce  little  or  no  grain,  and  under  the 
present  instructions  for  half-yearly  field  inspection  returns 
would  be  wholly  or  partly  included  in  the  area  of  "  crops 
failed."  Mr,  Wilson  rightly  observes  that  no  land  could  on 
these  grounds  be  excluded  from  the  area  assessed  as  culti- 
vated, and  that  to  have  treated  only  that  land  as  cultivated 
which  happened  to  be  growing  a  crop  in  the  year  of  measure- 
ments would  have  produced  intolerable  inequality  between 
man  and  man.  The  proper  remedy  was  to  lower  the  rates 
on  all  land  of  which  the  cultivation  was  desultory  and  pre- 
carious. Mr.  Channing's  estimates  of  yield  per  acre,  though 
moderate  for  an  average  acre  of  harvested  crop,  were  cer- 
tainly not  so  made  as  to  allow  for  the  difference  which  must 
exist  between  the  area  of  crops  harvested  and  the  area  of 
land  reckoned  as  cultivated.  Consequently  his  rates  for  the 
poorer  soils  were  decidedly  too  high,  at  least  in  this  part 
of  the  district.  In  a  note  written  in  1882  Mr.  Channing 
admitted  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  put  the  rate 
on  high-lying  bhur  in  the  Firozpur  valley  no  higher  than 
1 0  annas  per  acre  in  place  of  18  annas.  Mr.  Wilson  has 
virtually  reduced  the  rate  to  that  level.  Some  reduction 
was  also  required  in  well  lands,  of  which  too  large  an  area 
had  been  assessed.  The  permanent  reductions  given  in  this 
part  of  the  district  amount  to  lis.  8,453  and  the  temporary 
reductions  to  Rs.  10,015,  being  respectively  7  and  9  per  cent, 
on  the  former  revenue. 

16.  In  assessing  the  villages  of  the  Nuh  basin, 
Mr.  Chan  nine's  chief  anxiety  was  that  sufficient  allowance 
should  be  made  for  the  case  of  lands  being  submerged  so  as 
not  to  be  culturable.  During  the  time  that  he  had  passed  in 
the  district  the  seasons  had  been  so  wet  (especially  in  1875) 
that  in  the  autumn  the  country  generally  had  the  appearance 
of  a  large  lake  extending  from  the  foot  of  the  western  hills 
almost  to  the  limits  of  the  Bangar,  and  communications  were 
often  carried  on  by  boat.  It  was  impossible  for  the  Settle- 
ment Officer  to  foresee  that  these  lands  would  in  the  years 
that  followed  be  suffering  from  drought.  Mr.  Wilson  found 
that  the  flooded  area  had  much  diminished,  and  that  mainly 
from  this  cause  the  cultivation  had  fallen  off  in  the  Nuh  Dahar 
Circle  to  the  extent  of  12  per  cent.    Cattle  were  even  in  1882 
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less  numerous  by  one-third  than  at  the  time  of  settlement. 
One- fourth  of  the  area  was  under  mortgage.  The  permanent 
assessment  of  this  tract  was  reduced  by  Rs.  13,236,  or  about 
9  per  cent.,  and  a  temporary  reduction  of  Rs.  16,988,  or  11 
per  cent,  was  also  given.  No  material  change  was  made  in 
the  Najafgarh  Jhfl  Circle  in  Gurgaon.  In  the  remainder  of 
the  Gurgaon  Tahsfl  and  the  adjoining  circles,  which  in  para- 
graph 10  were  classed  with  Gurgaon,  the  permanent  reduc- 
tions amount  to  Rs.  9,880,  or  3J  per  cent.  Cultivation  was 
found  to  have  decreased  considerably  in  Farukhnagar  and  in 
some  of  the  other  sandy  tracts,  and  there  had  been  much  loss 
of  cattle  in  Taoru.  Temporary  reductions  were  given  to  the 
amount  of  Rs.  18,361,  or  about  6£  per  cent.  In  the  Rewari 
Tahsil,  as  already  noted,  Mr.  Channing  did  not  materially  in- 
crease the  old  revenue.  But  in  certain  villages  the  revising 
officers  considered  that  relief  was  required  on  the  ground 
that  the  extent  of  cultivation  had  been  somewhat  over-esti- 
mated and  that  the  rate  on  sandy  land  (12  annas)  was  rather 
high.  They  therefore  reduced  the  assessment  permanently 
by  Rs.  5,585,  or  3  per  cent.,  and  temporarily  by  Rs.  21,158, 
or  8  per  cent. 


17.  Thus  not  only  has  temporary  relief  been  freely 
givHn  over  almost  the  whole  district,  but  the  assessment  has 
been  permanently  lowered  to  an  extent  which  is  nowhere  less 
than  3  per  cent.,  and  in  the  Pirozpur  valley  and  Nuh  basin 
amounts  to  8  per  cent,  of  the  full  amount.  If  the  Meo  coun- 
try be  taken  separately  it  will  be  found  that  while  that  tract 
pays  two-fifths  of  the  revenue  of  the  district  it  has  received 
three-fifths  of  the  permanent  and  half  of  the  temporary  re- 
ductions. The  permanent  reductions  amount  in  all  to 
Rs  50,689,  or  4  per  cent,  of  the  former  demand,  and  the  re- 
ductions for  7  years  to  Rs.  1,06,440.  But  in  the  case  of  tem- 
porary reductions  it  was  not  considered  necessary  that  the 
relief  accorded  by  Government  to  the  impoverished  peasantry 
should  be  extended  to  money-lenders  who  had  taken  land 
in  mortgage.  The  sum  actually  abandoned  for  each  year  of 
the  shorter  term  is  thus  reduced  to  Rs.  93,806,  which  is  about 
74  per  cent.  The  spirit  in  which  the  revising  officers  per 
formed  their  work  is  shown  in  the  following  passage,  relating 
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to  one  of  the  circles,  which  occurs  at  page  100  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son's Report  : — 

"  But  while  no  sufficient  reason  can  bo  given  for  the  reduction 
of  the  assessment  considered  as  a  whole,  there  are  some  individual 
villages  in  whioh  the  over-estimate  of  cultivation  or  irrigation,  or  the 
increase  of  assessment,  has  been  to  serious  that,  coupled  with  the  pre* 
6eot  distressed  state  of  the  proprietors,  it  has  been  thought  sufficient 
reason  for  the  reduction  of  the  assessment  for  the  whole  term  of 
settlement.  In  many  of  these  cases  it  might  perhaps  be  argued  that 
while  the  cultivation  or  irrigation  was  over-estimated,  still  the  assess* 
ment  of  the  village  considered  as  a  whole  is  by  no  means  excessive  ;  but 
the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  1  in  our  anxiety  to  give  the  benefit  of  all 
reasonable  doubt  to  the  peasants  have  in  such  cases  generally  accepted 
Mr.  Channing's  estimate  of  the  village  in  other  particulars  and  granted 
a  reduction  in  consideration  of  his  over-estimate  of  the  cultivated 
or  irrigated  area.  The  reasons  for  the  reduction  are  recorded  in  each 
case  in  the  Village  Note-book.  They  generally  are  that  the  irrigation 
was  over-estimated  ;  that  the  rate  on  bhur  is  too  high  ;  or  (which  is 
much  the  same  thiug)  that  the  cultivated  area  was  over-estimated  ; 
that  the  increase  was  too  great ;  or  that  the  assessment  as  compared 
with  that  at  circle  rates  and  that  of  neighbouring  villages  was  too 
high,  especially  where  the  village  had  been  assessed  as  a  strong  village 
and  is  now  weakened." 

It  is  satisfactory  to  learn  from  paragraph  64  of  the  Re- 
vision Report  that  the  people  were  "  more  than  content  with 
the  aid  afforded  them  by  Government,  which  is  more  liberal 
than  they  had  hoped  for." 

18.  The  whole  extent  of  the  concession  granted  to  the 
land-holders  is  represented  by  the  sum  of  Rs.  12, 16,536  on  ac- 
count of  reductions  for  24  years,  and  Rs.  6,56,642  on  account 
of  reductions  for  7  years,  or  in  all  Rs.  18,73,178.  To  this 
sum  must  be  added  Rs.  3,49,174,  the  amount  of  remissions  of 
revenue,  viz.,  Rs.  2,60,523  sanctioned  on  Mr.  Wilson's  re- 
commendations and  Rs.  1,48,651  which  had  been  remitted 
in  previous  years.  In  judging  of  the  extent  of  the  relief  so 
distributed  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  less  costly  remedies 
would  have  been  sufficient  had  they  been  applied  at  an  ear- 
lier stage  of  the  distress.  In  the  matter  of  remissions  and 
of  temporary  reductions  of  revenue  Mr.  Wilson  neither  ex- 
ceeded his  instructions  nor,  Sir  James  Lyall  is  convinced, 
did  he  go  beyond  the  bare  necessities  of  the  case.  As  to  the 
reductions  for  the  term  of  Settlement,  His  Honor  does  not 
crista  to  imply  that  he  considers  them  excessive ;  but  it  should 
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be  noted  that  such  remissions,  while  of  less  value  to  the 
people  than  immediate  relief,  will  be  more  expensive  for  Gov* 
eminent,  and  their  effect  may  even  extend  into  a  future  term 
of  settlement.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  is  therefore  glad  at 
least  that  it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  make  any  larger 
portion  of  the  reductions  permanent.  The  reductions  of 
assessment  have  not  been  carried  into  effect  by  altering  the 
rates  on  particular  soils  or  classes  of  land,  but  by  a  rateable 
reduction  on  the  reveuue  of  each  holding  in  the  village  at  so 
many  annas  per  rupee. 

19.  Having  thus  shown  the  total  deductions  which 
have  to  be  made  from  the  financial  success  of  Mr.  Channing's 
settlement,  it  may  now  be  convenient  to  recapitulate  the 
amount  of  profit  to  Government  which  remains  after  all  these 
reductions  have  been  made.  The  increase  in  the  gross  as- 
sessment which  was  effected  by  Mr.  Channing's  revision  was 
Rs.  1,75,000,  and,  therefore,  had  his  assessment  remained  in 
force  for  30  years  without  alteration,  the  total  gain  would 
have  been  about  52^  lakhs  of  rupees.  The  deductions  of  all 
kinds,  including  remissions,  amount  as  above  stated  to  about 
22^  lakhs.  If  therefore  the  full  temporary  reductions  of 
Rs.  94,000  round  were  likely  to  be  recovered  at  the  expiry 
of  the  period  of  seven  years  for  which  they  were  made,  the 
net  result  would  be  a  net  gain  of  80  lakhs  of  rupees,  which 
is  equivalent  to  one  lakh  per  annum  for  the  whole  term  of 
Settlement,  or  an  increase  of  9  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
the  former  revenue.  As  a  fact,  however,  it  is  probable  that 
not  more  than  Rs.  70,000  of  the  temporary  reductions  made 
will  now  be  reimposed.  This  will  involve  an  additional  loss 
of  Rs.  4,00,000  during  the  remaining  17  years  of  the  period 
of  the  Settlement,  and  will  reduce  the  net  gain  to  26  lakhs 
or  Rs.  66,000  per  annum.  The  cost  of  the  Settlement  to 
Government  was  6 J  lakhs  of  rupees,  which  will  absorb  about 
one-fifth  of  the  net  profits  during  the  period  of  Settlement. 

20.  The  economical  history  of  the  district  since  these 
measures  were  taken  is  continued  by  the  Financial  Commis- 
sioner in  the  9  th  paragraph  of  his  Review.  Tho  year  1883-84 
was  an  unfortunate  one,  both  the  autumn  crop  of  1883 
and  the  spring  crop  of  1884  being  failures.  But  the  crops  of 
the  succeeding  agricultural  year  were  up  to  the  average,  and 
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the  spring  crop  of  1886  was   exceedingly  good.  Cattle 
suffered  much  from  want  of  fodder  in  1883.    Cultivation  has 
recovered  to  a  satisfactory  degree.    The  areas  returned  in 
1884-85  and  1885-86  were  almost  up  to  the  figures  of  the 
year  of  Settlement.    The  same  may  be  said  of  the  area  irri- 
gated from  wells.    Advances  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  1,28,000 
have  been  made  for  the  construction  of  over  600  new  wells. 
The  area  under  mortgage  is  not  yet  reduced.    Those  balan- 
ces which  were  not  remitted  have  generally  been  realized. 
The  restoration  of  the  population  to  its  former  numbers  was 
retarded  by  an  unhealthy  season  in  1884.    The  prospect  in 
1836  was  decidedly  cheering,  but  to  fully  establish  the  re- 
covery of  the  district  one  or  two  more  good  years  were 
still  needed.    Two  thoroughly  good  years  have  not  yet  been 
enjoyed  by  the  people,  though  there  have  been  two  excellent 
harvests,  and  many  parts  of  the  district  will  doubtless  re- 
quire to  be  most  carefully  watched  for  some  years  to  come. 
The  balance  of  uncollected  recoverable  revenue  at  the  close 
of  1886-87  (after  allowing  for  the  sums  written  off  in  accord, 
ance  with  the  proposals  made  in  Mr.  Wilson's  report)  was 
Rs.  26,289,  of  which  Rs.  16,000  were  suspended  in  that  year 
on  account  of  inundations  caused  by  heavy  floods. 

21.    Sir  James  Lyall  is  disposed  to  think  upon  the  whole 
that  it  is  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Channing's  work  that  so  search- 
ing an  examination  as  has  been  applied  to  it  has  brought 
to  light  no  more'  serious  defects  than  those  already  touched 
upon.    There  is  probably  no  Settlement  which  if  scrutinized 
in  the  manner  indicated  in  the  passage  above  quoted  from 
the  Revision  Report  would  not  have  offered  similar  openings 
for  amendment.    It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  under  the 
terms  of  the  instructions  issued  to  the  revising  officers  by 
Sir  Charles  Aitchison  the  fact  that  the  assessment  was  per- 
manently reduced  does  not  prove  that  it  was  originally  ex- 
cessive, and  the  justice  of  this  observation  is  borne  out  by 
the  remarks  of  the  revising  officers,  which  have  been  above 
extracted.    Of  the  errors  pointed  out  at  the  commencement 
by  Sir  James  Lyall,  that  relating  to  the  over-assessment  of 
well  lands  is  of  minor  moment.    The  well  lands  assessed  in 
the  south  and  east  of  the  district  to  which  the  objection  ap- 
plies are  so  small  that  the  difference  between  Mr.  Channing's 
rates  and  those  which  Mr.  Wilson  prefers  can  hardly  have 
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affected  the  total  revenue  of  many  villages  to  the  extent  of 
more  than  perhaps  an  anna  in  the  rupee.    The  area  as- 
sumed by  Mr.  Channing  as  irrigable  by  each  well  was  mo- 
derate enough.    The  decline  in  irrigation  which  Mr.  Wilson 
observed  was  not  due  to  less  area  being  irrigated  from  each 
well  (as  is  shown  in  the  44th  paragraph  of  the  Revision 
Report),  but  to  many  wells  having  fallen  out  of  use  for  want 
of  bullocks.    The  loss  of  cattle  was  an  unforeseen  misfor- 
tune of  a  temporary  nature,  and  from  the  later  statistics  sup- 
plied by  the  Financial  Commissioner  it  would  appear  that 
the  wells  have  already  come  again  into  full  operation.  With 
regard  to  the  opinion  advanced  by  Mr.  Wilson  on  page  98 
of  his  Report,  that  the  advantage  of  well  irrigation  is  nearly 
counterbalanced  by  the  extra  labour  of  working  the  well  and 
the  interest  of  the  capital  expended  on  sinking  it,  and  that 
there  should  therefore  be  no  great  difference  between  the 
rates  on  irrigated  and  unirrigated  land,  it  may  be  remarked 
that  the  labour  of  working  the  well  is  a  part  of  the  cost  of 
production  of  the  crop  and  that  it  falls  to  the  share  of  the 
tenant.    The  tenant,  besides  performing  this  labour,  is  able 
in  the  Palwal  Tahsil  to  pay  to  the  owner  a  rent  of  Rs.  5  per 
acre  for  well-irrigated  land  as  against  Rs.  3  per  acre  for  land 
without  a  welL    As  to  the  owner's  expenditure  of  capital, 
that  is  compensated  by  the  remission,  which  is  allowed  him 
for  a  period  of  20  years,  of  the  difference  between  irrigated 
and  unirrigated  rates  of  assessment — a  concession  amounting 
at  the  Palwal  rates  to  about  Rs.  250.     With  regard  to  the 
unexpected  failure  of  moisture  in  the  lands  assessed  as  natur- 
ally flooded,  this  is  also  a  temporary  mishap.    Such  lands  are 
necessarily  liable  to  injury  at  one  time  from  excess  of  water 
and  at  another  time  from  the  want  of  it.    Such  lands  might 
no  doubt  be  assessed  on  a  fluctuating  system,  but  in  that  case 
it  would  be  necessary  to  adopt  decidedly  higher  rates  than 
those  of  the  fixed  assessment.    Mr.  Wilson  has  proposed  that 
the  rule  regulating  the  grant  of  remissions  should  be  altered 
in  favour  of  tbe  villagers  by  allowing  remissions  whenever  10 
per  cent,  of  their  area  assessed  as  flooded,  not  10  per  cent,  of 
their  whole  culturable  area,  is  submerged.    The  Financial 
Commissioner  does  not  support  this  recommendation,  observ- 
ing that  after  a  year  of  heavy  flooding  the  succeeding  crops 
are  unusually  good.    The  question  can,  he  suggests,  be  re- 
served till  1889,  when  the  enforcement  of  the  full  scale  of 
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assessment,  as  now  revised,  will  come  under  consideration. 
The  Lieutenant-Governor  accepts  this  view.  In  the  Kotla 
Jhil  circle  it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  fluctuating  system  to 
parts  of  two  villages  which  were  before  excluded  from  it,  $ud 
in  place  of  the  uniform  rate  of  Rs.  2  per  acre  on  all  cultiva- 
tion a  schedule  of  crop  rates  is  recommended.  The  Finan- 
cial Commissioner  supports  these  proposals,  but  would  sanc- 
tion the  crop  rates  for  that  period  only  during  which  the  tem- 
porary reductions  of  assessment  will  be  in  force.  With  this 
limitation  these  changes  are  sanctioned  by  His  Honor  the 
Lieutenant-Governor.  His  Honor  will  therefore  recommend 
the  Government  of  India  to  confirm  the  Settlement  made  by 
Mr.  Channing  as  revised  by  Mr.  Wilson  for  a  term  of  30 
years  ending  with  the  rabi  season  of  A.  D.  1908.  With  re- 
ference to  the  remarks  recorded  by  Colonel  Wace  in  para- 
graphs 23  and  26  of  his  memo.,  the  Deputy  Commissioner 
should  consider  if  it  is  desirable  to  extend  the  system  of  fluc- 
tuating assessment  to  a  larger  flooded  area  in  the  Dahr  cir- 
cles of  the  Nuh  and  Ffrozpur  Tahsils. 

22.  The  settlement  is  sanctioned  subject  to  the  same 
■conditions  as  those  imposed  in  the  Rohtak,  Delhi  and  Kar- 
nal  Districts,  and  which  have  been  approved  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  in  the  orders  passed  upon  the  final  reports  of 
the  settlements  of  those  districts.  These  conditions  are  that 
the  full  revenue  of  insecure  tracts  shall  not  be  realised  in 
years  of  severe  or  long-continued  drought,  but  that  such  re- 
lief shall  be  given  by  way  of  suspensions,  and  when  neces- 
sary by  way  of  advances  for  the  purchase  of  bullocks,  &c„ 
as  may  be  called  for  by  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  case 
when  carefully  studied  by  the  light  of  the  continuous  record 
of  agricultural  conditions  which  is  now  carefully  maintained. 
Referring  to  seasons  of  severe  or  prolonged  drought  in  the 
case  of  the  Rohtak  District,  Sir  Robert  Egerton  recorded  the 
following  instructions  for  the  guidance  of  District  Officers 
"In  such  seasons  suspensions  will  be  freely  given  ;  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  District  Officer  to  bear  this  in  mind  and  to 
submit  prompt  proposals  for  the  suspension  of  the  demand 
when  its  immediate  realisation  would  entail  hardship  on  the 
people  afflicted  with  failure  of  crops.  The  point  which  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  desires  to  impress  upon  the  local  officers 
is  that  they  should  observe  with  vigilance  the  working  of  the 
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assessments  of  the  unirrigated  lands  in  all  seasons  of  scanty 
rainfall.  It  is  meant  that  relief  shall  be  afforded  whenever 
it  is  required ;  and  the  responsibility  of  bringing  material 
facts  to  notice  rests  with  the  Deputy  Commissioner."  It  is 
impossible,  Sir  James  Lyall  thin'is,  to  read  Mr.  Wilson's  Re- 
port and  not  feel  that  the  necessity  for  a  general  revision  of 
the  original  assessment  proposed  by  Mr.  Channing  for  the 
Gurgaon  District  would  probably  never  have  arisen  but  for 
the  neglect  of  these  principles.  It  is  equally  impossible  in 
His  Honor's  opinion  to  believe  that  any  adequate  assessment 
could  ever  be  devised  for  the  insecure  tracts  of  this  district 
which  could  be  safely  realised  without  suspensions  in  years 
of  severe  and  long-continued  drought.  This  opinion  was 
recorded  by  Sir  James  Lyall  six  years  ago,  and  all  that  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  has  read  in  the  present  correspondence 
tends  to  strongly  confirm  that  view.  The  variations  in  the 
rainfall,  and  especially  in  the  seasonableness  of  the  rains  ;  the 
consequent  fluctuations  in  the  area  sown  and  the  still  greater 
fluctuations  in  the  area  harvested  ;  the  liability  of  the  people 
to  terrible  losses  of  cattle  in  years  of  drought ;  the  great  mor- 
tality from  fever  which  is  apt  to  follow  upon  abnormal  sea- 
sons ;  and  the  character  of  the  population  most  liable  to  suffer 
from  the  effects  of  such  seasons, — all  these  circumstances  con- 
stitute a  marked  condition  of  things  which  demands  special 
and  exceptional  treatment.  In  the  past,  when  the  record  of 
each  estate  was  not  fully  maintained  during  the  currency  of 
the  settlement,  the  task  imposed  upon  the  District  Officer  of 
adjusting  the  realisation  of  the  revenue  to  the  circumstances 
of  wholly  abnormal  seasons  would  have  been  a  very  difficult 
operation,  if  not  an  impossible  one ;  but  with  the  carefully 
maintained  continuous  record  of  the  present  day  this  will 
no  longer  be  the  case.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  does  not 
think  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  this  subject  at  further  length 
in  the  present  review.  It  has  already  been  fully  noticed  in 
the  orders  upon  the  Rohtak,  Delhi  and  Karnal  settlements, 
and  will  be  specially  considered  in  the  Circular  which  is  about 
to  issue  for  the  guidance  of  District  Officers  in  granting  sus- 
pensions and  recommending  remissions  of  the  land  revenue. 
The  subject  of  the  classification  of  areas  into  secure  and  in- 
secure will  also  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  Circular,  and  it 
is  sufficient  to  note  here  that  the  insecure  area  in  Gurgaon  is 
proportionately  far  larger  than  in  Karnal  or  Delhi,  and  ac- 
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tually  much  larger  than  in  Rohtak,  though  about  as  large 
proportionately.  Efforts  should  be  steadily  continued  to  in- 
crease the  protected  area  of  the  district  by  the  grant  of  ad- 
*  vances  for  sinking  wells  ;  and  it  must  never  be  forgotten  how 
important  the  assistance  which  can  be  rendered  to  the  people 
by  the  grant  of  advances  for  the  purchase  of  cattle  may  prove, 
as  exempli6ed  by  the  facts  recorded  by  Mr.  Wilson.  On 
both  the  above  points  the  Lieutenant-Governor  fully  concurs 
with  the  views  expressed  by  Colonel  Wace  in  paragraph  6  of 
his  memorandum.  The  recovery  of  advances  made  in  the 
Gurgaon  District  appears  to  have  been  very  satisfactory  on 
the  whole,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  sums  advanced 
will  be  fully  recovered  in  the  long  run. 

23.  It  is  necessary  perhaps  to  add  a  word  of  warning 
against  the  possibility  of  a  sympathetic  revenue  administration 
of  the  district  falling  into  a  weak  administration.  As  pointed 
out  by  Colonel  Wace  in  paragraph  23  of  his  memorandum,  the 
Gurgaon  District  as  a  whole,  and  the  tract  inhabited  by  the 
Meos  in  particular,  requires  a  very  firm  hand  for  its  successful 
revenue  management.  In  abnormally  unfavourable  seasons 
too  much  care  cannot  be  bestowed  on  the  anxious  consider- 
ation of  the  amount  of  revenue  which  may  be  properly  realised 
and  the  amount  of  suspensions  which  may  be  properly  granted. 
But  when  once  this  question  has  been  carefully  decided,  a 
eteady  adherence  to  the  decision  formed  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary ;  and  the  Local  Government  will  look  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Division  to  see  that  this  policy  is  understood  and  followed 
just  as  strictly  as  the  policy  of  suspensions  on  account  of 
prolonged  or  severe  drought.  A  weak  revenue  administration 
may  easily  prove  a  greater  curse  than  an  unsympathetic  one 
in  a  country  so  circumstanced  as  the  Gurgaon  District,  and 
in  the  long  run  may  cause  more  permanent  harm  than  the 
unfortunate  course  which  was  adoptedin  1877-78 — 1881-82. 

24.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  feels  that  the  picture  of 
the  revenue  administration  of  the  Gurgaon  District  presented 
in  the  reports  under  consideration  and  in  the  present  review 
is  not  altogether  one  that  can  be  viewed  with  entire  satisfac- 
tion. That  the  circumstances  of  the  case  were,  however,  no 
ordinary  ones  may  be  proved  independently  by  a  reference  to 
the  state  of  things  in  the  adjoining  States  of  Hajputana  during 
1877 — 1881.    The  Political  Agent  of  Bahr tpur,  writing  of  the 
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year  1877-78  in  his  annual  report,  states  that  whole  villages 
were  deserted  by  their  panic-stricken  inhabitants.  The  great 
idea  of  the  fugitives  was  to  save  their  cattle,  but  many  of 
them,  it  was  said,  returned  to  their  homes  with  only  the  rags 
that  covered  them.  The  losses  of  revenue  in  that  year  were 
put  at  8  lakhs  of  rupees.  In  the  following  year  the  autumn 
crops  were  much  below  the  average,  but  in  1879-80  were  fully 
up  to  average.  In  1880-81  three-eighths  of  the  crop  of  the 
State  were  lost,  and  the  census  showed  that  since  1867  the 
State  had  "  lost  by  famine  emigration  and  other  causes  about 
14  per  cent,  of  its  population.  "  In  1883-84  the  autumn  crops 
failed  almost  entirely  and  the  spring  crops  very  largely. 
Considerable  advances  were  made  to  the  people  to  enable  them 
to  dig  kacha  wells  and  buy  cattle,  and  this  "did  much  to 
relieve  general  distress  and  to  prevent  the  people  from  quitting 
the  territory.  In  some  places,  however,  the  people  did  leave 
in  considerable  numbers,"  and  the  cattle  suffered  greatly  from 
the  effects  of  the  scanty  rainfall.  In  the  same  year  nearly  14 
lakhs  of  rupees  of  arrears  of  revenue  were  remitted.  Many 
of  the  arrears,  however,  were  of  very  old  standing. 

In  the  Al  war  State  the  record  of  the  crisis  is  even  more 
gloomy.  In  1877-78  it  was  stated  officially  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  almost  total  failure  of  autumn  crop  numbers 
of  human  beings  had  perished  from  starvation  and  a  great 
percentage  of  cattle  had  died  from  lack  of  fodder.  In  the 
report  of  the  following  year  the  Political  Agent  wrote  that  the 
total  number  of  persons  who  had  left  their  villages  between 
1st  July  1877  and  31st  December  1878  was  44,000,  of  whom 
9,000  only  were  known  to  have  retraced  their  steps,  and 
Major  Law  hazarded  a  guess  that  A 1  war  might  be  said  "to 
have  lost  hardly  less  than  a  tenth  of  her  population  "  during 
the  20  months  preceding.  "I  do  not  think,"  he  added, 
writing  of  a  recent  tour,  "one  came  across  a  single  village 
.hat  from  its  many  roofless  houses  and  tumbling  walls  did  not 
jpeak  too  plainly  of  the  decimation  of  the  rural  population  ; 
while  the  many  unworked  wells,  the  small  area  of  irrigated 
land,  and  the  worn  look  of  the  animals  in  harness  told  how 
great  had  been  the  loss  of  cattle.  The  people  seemed  much 
depressed,  and  it  will  take  a  good  deal  of  time  to  set  them  on 
their  legs  again."  In  1879-80  it  was  reported  from  Alwar  that 
the  autumn  crop  had  "  suffered  generally  from  want  of  weeding 
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and  watching  and  also  from  delay  in  reaping,  all  due  to 
the  uncommonly  wide  prevalence  of  fever  at  that  season,  so 
that  the  outturn  though  promising  during  the  earlier  months 
of  rain  to  be  a  bumper  one  was,  it  is  conjectured,  barely  up  to 
the  average."  In  that  year  only  Rs.  16,08,000  were  collected 
out  of  a  land  revenue  assessment  of  19,86,000  rupees.  In  the 
following  year  it  was  noted  that  the  autumn  harvest  had  been 
very  poor  on  the  whole,  and  that  the  eastern  half  of  the  State 
was  still  suffering  from  the  drought  of  1877.  The  census 
enumeration  showed  that  the  population  had  fallen  from 
779,000  to  672,000  *ouls,  or  by  nearly  14  per  cent.  The  rains 
of  1881-82  fell  so  inopportunely  that  the  autumn  crop  was 
much  below  the  average,  and  in  consequence  a  falling-off  of 
Es.  1,47,000  occurred  under  the  head  of  land  revenue.  The 
rabi,  however,  was  fair.  In  1882-83  seven  lakhs  of  arrears 
of  revenue  were*  remitted  on  the  birth  of  a  son  to  the  Maha- 
raja. In  1883-84  the  autumn  crop  was  much  injured  by  the 
break  in  the  rains.  Pulses  failed  entirely,  jowar  and  bajra 
foiled  for  the  most  part,  and  only  the  cotton  crop  on  irrigated 
lands  was  a  good  one.  Rupees  1,24,000  were  advanced  to 
cultivators  for  the  construction  of  wells  and  purchase  of 
bullocks. 

The  record  in  the  case  of  Jaipur  is  perhaps  rather  less 
dark.  In  1877-78  the  kharff  crop  was  almost  totally  lost 
except  in  artificially  irrigated  tracts.  Not  a  blade  of  grass 
was  produced  ;  30  per  cent,  of  the  cattle  were  said  to  have 
perished,  and  the  price  of  wheat  rose  to  8  seers  per  rupee.  In 
the  following  year  wheat  again  rose  to  8j  seers  per  rupee,  and 
another  famine  was  barely  avoided.  In  1879-HO  the  autumn 
crop  was  good,  but  "  unfortunately  the  great  prevalence  of 
fever  throughout  the  districts  in  the  previous  autumn  had  so 
told  on  the  energies  of  the  cultivating  classes  that  considerably 
less  than  the  usual  extent  of  land  was  brought  under  cultiva- 
tion ;  while  the  return  of  the  visitation  in  a  still  more  malig- 
nant form  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  under  report  materially 
interfered  with  the  reaping  of  the  harvest."  In  1880-81  the 
autumn  harvest  was  about  60  per  cent,  and  the  spring  harvest 
about  75  per  cent,  of  an  average  harvest,  but  the  loss  of 
cattle  from  various  causes  was  very  great.  The  loss  of  popula- 
tion in  Jaipur  is  not  stated,  the  census  of  1881  being  the  first 
that  was  taken  in  the  State.    During  the  next  two  years  the 
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crops  were  not  much  below  average,  but  in  1883-84  the  rains 
were  again  unfavorable,  grass  failed,  and  at  one  time  famine 
seemed  imminent.  The  rain-land  crops  suffered  badly,  and 
the  irrigated  crops  were  pulled  through  with  difficulty  in  the 
autumn,  and  much  the  same  result  occurred  with  the  spring 
crops. 

Comment  on  these  facts  is  not  needed.  They  show  that 
it  is  at  least  conceivable  that  things  might  have  been  worse 
in  the  Gurgaon  District  than  they  actually  were,  and  that  the 
physical  causes  to  which  the  agricultural  calamities  were  due 
were  widely  spread  in  the  tract  forming  and  surrounding  the 
north-eastern  corner  of  Rajptitana. 

25.    The  record  of  rights  prepared  in  Gurgaon  has  in 
the  course  of  subsequent  proceedings  come  under  close  obser- 
vation and  has  been  found  correct  and  good.    The  Lieutenant- 
Governor  is  therefore  pleased  to  sanction  it.     The  mapping 
work  is  praised  by  the   Financial  Commissioner  and  obtained 
commendation  from  the  Revenue  Survey  Department.    In  the 
distribution  of  the  revenue  over  individual  holdings  about  half 
the  villages  elected  to  pay  upon  assumed  fractional  shares  and 
about  half  of  them  to  pay  according  to  the  areas  held  by  each 
proprietor.    In  the  latter  class  of  villages  about  one- third 
chose  differential  soil  rates,  while  the  rest  were  content  with 
an  uniform  rate  upon  all  kinds  of  land.    The  Settlement 
Officer  does  not  appear  to  have  made  known  to  the  people  how 
he  had  rated  their  various  soils  in  his  own  calculations,  and 
therefore  in  the  majority  of  instances  they  framed  new  and 
independent  soil  rates  for  themselves.    It  would  be  interest- 
ing to  know  in  what  proportion  they  usually  valued  the  bhur 
soil  which  has  given  rise  to  so  much  discussion.    The  plan  of 
distributing  revenue  by  an  uniform  rate  was  afterwards  found 
to  work  unequaliy  in  the  case  of  mortgages,  as  the  mortgagee 
usually  likes  the  best  fields  in  a  holding,  aud  if  he  pays  a  share 
of  the  revenue  proportioned  only  to  the  area  of  the  land  he  has 
taken,  without  regard  to  its  quality,  he  is  relatively  too  lightly 
assessed,  while  an  undue  burthen  is  thrown  upon  the  debtor, 
who  is  left  with  the  inferior  fields  on  his  hands.    But  in  only 
forty  cases  was  it  found  necessary  to  make  a  radical  change 
in  the  system  of  distribution.   The  instalments  of  revenue  are 
four  in  number,  and  as  now  revised  are  due  on  the  15  th  May 
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and  15th  June  for  the  rabi  season,  and  the  15th  December  and 
15th  January  for  the  kharif.  The  postponement  of  the  kharif 
dates  is  hereby  sanctioned. 

26.  Of  the  Patwaris  an  ufavounrbale  opinion  was 
expressed  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  in  the  early  part  of 
1882  when  commencing  the  enquiry  into  the  state  of  the 
villages.  He  found  many  of  the  older  men  incompetent  and 
others  very  lazy.  But  these  defects  having  thus  been  brought 
to  light  adequate  measures  were  no  doubt  taken  by  Messrs. 
Roberts  and  Wilson  to  remedy  them.  The  improved  system 
of  village  statistics  should  be  kept  up  with  especial  care  in  this 
district,  many  parts  of  which  will  always  require  close  watching 
and  can  hardly  be  expected  to  escape  the  recurrence  of  very 
critical  times,  or  the  effects  of  such  times  unless  a  most  careful 
agricultural  record  of  each  estate  is  steadily  maintained. 

The  cesses  amount  to  19f  per  cent,  of  the  Government 
revenue.  The  Patwaris  cess  is  fixed  at  4  per  cent.,  which  is 
rather  less  than  usual. 

Zaildars  were  appointed  at  the  time  of  Settlement* 
They  are  6  h  in  number  and  receive  on  the  average  nearly 
Us.  200  each  annually.  The  district  contains  few  leading 
families,  and  the  zaildars,  though  many  of  them  were  persons  of 
no  great  influence,  should,  if  well  managed,  afford  useful  aid  to 
the  district  officials.  Chief  headmen  were  appointed  in  villages 
having  three  or  more  headmen.  These,  like  the  zaildais, 
receive  an  allowance  of  I  per  cent,  on  the  land  revenue,  which 
is  paid  by  deduction  from  the  sum  due  to  Government. 

27.  The  manufacture  of  salt  is  an  important  feature 
of  the  Gurgaon  District.  It  used  to  be  carried  on  both  at 
Nuh  and  at  Farukhnagar,  but  the  branch  at  Nuh  has  been 
closed  as  unprofitable.  The  salt  works  at  Farukhnagar  form 
a  source  of  land  revenue  as  well  as  of  excise  receipts.  The 
Begam  Samru,  when  in  possession  of  this  localit}'  as  jagfrdar, 
used  to  take  a  share  of  the  salt  produced.  This  right  was 
retained  by  the  British  Government,  but  the  share  was  conver- 
ted into  a  maundage  charge,  which  has  been  fixed  at  rates 
varying  with  the  fiscal  history  of  the  various  villages  in  which 
it  is  raised,  as  described  in  paragraph  305  of  the  Settlement 
Report.    A  part  of  the  income  from  this  charge,  which  is 
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known  as  the  Hakimi  Cess,  is  paid  by  Government  to  those 
persons  who  have  proprietary  rights  in  the  land  occupied  by 
the  salt  pans. 

28.  The  increase  in  rents  noticed  at  page  99  of 
Mr.  Wilson's  report  in  the  villages  of  the  Skinner  estate  to 
which  irrigation  has  been  extended  from  the  Agra  Canal  is 
very  noticeable.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  has  now  under 
consideration  a  scheme  for  the  periodical  reconsideration  of 
water-rate  charges  in  the  Punjab  with  the  object  of  securing 
to  Government  a  fair  share  in  the  rise  of  rents  due  to  irriga- 
tion from  Government  canals. 

29.  Mr.  Channing's  Report  was  prepared  under  diffi- 
culty in  consequence  of  his  transfer  from  the  district  to  other 
duties  before  he  had  finished  his  work.  His  village  note-books 
were  also  written  up  at  such  times  as  he  could  spare  from 
other  severe  duties.  Neither  are  therefore  so  complete  as  he 
would  have  wished  to  make  them.  The  Report,  however, 
contains  a  full  account  of  the  assessments  and  of  the  fiscal 
and  general  topography  and  history  of  the  district,  of  its  pro- 
duce, also  of  various  miscellaneous  matters.  It  would,  however, 
as  noted  by  the  Financial  Commissioner,  have  been  improved 
by  a  fuller  description  of  the  tenures  of  the  district,  of  the 
organization  of  the  villages,  and  the  life  of  the  people.  It 
contains  no  general  statement  of  the  cultivated  area  either  at 
the  time  of  previous  settlement  or  at  the  time  of  new  measure- 
ments, and  lor  statistics  on  this  point  it  has  been  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  statement  appended  to  the  Financial  Commis- 
sioner's Review.  Nor  is  there  anywhere  a  general  view  of  the 
assessments  of  the  two  settlements  as  a  whole,  and  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  cannot  think  that  a  detailed  treatment 
of  tahsils  and  assessment  circles  is  a  satisfactory  form  to 
adopt  for  the  Final  Report  of  a  Settlement.  Separate  orders 
in  this  respect  have,  however,  been  issued  by  Sir  Charles 
Aitchison,  in  the  letter  of  the  Punjab  Government,  No.  128, 
dated  23rd  June  1885.  Seeing  how  large  a  proportion  of  the 
land  pays  rents  in  cash,  a  closer  examination  of  the  rates  of 
such  rents  and  of  any  incidental  practices  or  customs  prevailing 
between  landlords  and  tenants  would  have  been  of  special 
interest  in  the  present  Report.  The  cost  of  the  Settlement 
was  5  lakhs  of  rupees  which  was  covered  by  the  additional 
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revenue  collected  before  the  revision  operations.  The  revision 
cost  only  Rs.  15,500.  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
gladly  concurs  with  the  Financial  Commissioner  in  acknow- 
ledging Mr.  Channing's  work  to  have  been  careful,  conscien- 
tious and  deserving  of  commendation,  and  is  very  unwilling 
that  blame  should  be  attributed  to  him  on  account  of  events 
for  which  he  is  not  responsible. 

30.  Mr.  Wilson  performed  a  somewhat  difficult  task 
with  thoroughness  and  industry,  and  he  has  rendered  a  very 
complete  report  of  his  work.  Sir  James  Lyall  again  concurs 
with  Colonel  Wace  in  thinking  that  Mr.  Wilson's  services  in 
this  connection  merit  the  special  recognition  of  the  Punjab 
Government.  Mr.  Roberts'  administration  of  the  district 
throughout  the  critical  years  has  been  uniformly  creditable, 
and  his  local  knowledge  has  always  made  his  opinion  valuable. 
Mr.  Maconachie,  who  was  for  a  time  in  charge  of  the  Settle- 
ment, assisted  in  the  preparation  of  the  report  and  subsequent* 
ly  has  worked  with  much  zeal  as  Deputy  Commissioner  of  the 
district,  especially  in  promoting  irrigation  works.  The 
Lieutenant-Governor  notices  with  regret  the  death  of  Munshi 
Adjudhia  Pershad  brought  on  by  exposure  undergone  in  the 
course  of  his  duty  in  Gurgaon.  He  is  pleased  to  notice  the 
favorable  remarks,  recorded  by  the  Settlement  Officers  and 
by  the  Financial  Commissioner  on  the  services  of  Mfr  Altaf 
Husain,  Extra  Assistant  Settlement  Officer.  His  Honor 
also  observes  that  the  work  of  the  Superintendents  of  Settle- 
ment has  in  general  been  commended.  To  Colonel  Wace  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  is  greatly  obliged  for  the  pains  he  has 
taken  in  examining  the  resources  and  prospects  of  this  district 
and  in  summing  up  the  results  of  the  reports  and  correspon- 
dence extending  over  many  years.  The  statistics  tabulated 
by  the  Financial  Commissioner  bave  been  of  much  assistance 
to  His  Honor  in  reviewing  the  assessment  work  of  the  Settle- 
ment, and  will  doubtless  be  of  the  greatest  value  to 
Mr.  Maconachie  in  reconsidering  during  the  present  year  the 
assessment  of  the  villages  to  which  temporary  remissions 
were  granted. 


•Order.— Ordered,  that  the  above  Review  be  pub- 
lished and  forwarded  to  the  Financial  Commissioner  of  the 
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Punjab  for  information  and  guidance,  and  to  Mr.  F.  0. 
Channing,  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Mr.  T.  Roberts  and  Mr.  R. 
Maconachie  for  information  ; 

Also  that  it  be  forwarded  to  the  Government  of  India 
in  the  Department  of  Re  venue  and  Agriculture  for  sanction 
to  the  proposed  assessment  for  30  years  with  effect  from  the 
autumn  of  1878  i  D,  as  recommended  in  paragraph  21. 


Punjab  Government  Prew,  Lahore— 104-89-350. 
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REPORT 
ON  THE  SETTLEMENT 

OF  THE 

GURGAON  DISTRICT. 


No.  3C5,  dated  Lahore,  20th  April  1886. 

From — J.  Wilson,  Esq.,  Offg.  Senior  Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner,  Punjab, 
To — The  Offg.  Junior  Secretary  to  Government,  Punjab. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Financial  Commissioner  to  submit,  for  the 
orders  of  Government,  the  reports  by  Messrs.  Channing  and  Wilson 
on  tho  operations  connected  with  the  settlement  of  the  Gurgaou  dis- 
trict which  commenced  in  1872  and  were  completed  in  1883.  The 
settlement  proper  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Channing  and  Maconachie 
was  practically  completed  in  1879,  and  the  Settlement  Report  was 
submitted  in  the  usual  form  by  Mr.  Channing  in  1881  ;  but  owing  to 
the  distressed  condition  of  the  district  and  the  doubts  which  prevailed 
as  to  whether  in  its  crippled  condition  it  would  bo  able  to  pay  the 
assessment  originally  fixed,  the  report  had  not  come  under  review 
before  Mr.  Wilson  was  sent,  in  tho  end  of  1882,  to  revise  the  assess- 
ment and  propose  measures  of  relief.  His  report  on  tho  revision 
operations  was  submitted  in  August  1833,  and  was  forwarded  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Delhi  in  his  No.  2881,  dated  16th  November  1883, 
together  with  a  brief  review  of  both  reports  (herewith  submitted) . 
The  measures  o  f  relief  proposed  had  been  practically  approved  by 
Government  and  carried  into  effect,  and  no  further  action  was  urgent- 
ly required  ;  so  that  some  time  has  been  allowed  to  elapse  before  for- 
warding the  reports  to  Government.  The  Financial  Commissioner 
has  now  been  able  to  visit  the  district  and  to  inquire  into  the  effects 
of  the  measures  adopted.  His  opinion  as  to  the  character  of  the 
assessment  and  his  remarks  on  the  more  important  questions  which 
have  come  under  discussion  will  be  found  recorded  in  the  appended 
memorandum,  and  this  letter  will  be  for  the  most  part  confined  to 
merely  formal  matters, 
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2.  The  district  of  Gurgaon  lies  in  the  extreme  south-ea9t  of  the 
Punjab  Province,  and  by  position,  character  and  history  belongs  rather 
to  Hindustan  proper  than  to  tho  Punjab.  Its  proximity  to  Delhi,  and 
the  fact  that  it  has  been  under  British  rule  since  the  beginning  of  the 
century,  have  had  a  great  effect  upon  the  circumstances  of  tho  people ; 
and  it  has  more  in  common  with  the  neighbouring  districts  of  the 
North-West  Provinces,  drained  by  the  Jumna,  than  with  the  sub- 
Himalayan  or  riverain  tracts  of  the  Punjab  proper.  Its  area  is  little 
short  of  2,000  square  miles,  of  which  more  than  three-fourths  aro 
under  cultivation,  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  remainder  is 
occupied  by  stony  unculturable  hills.  These  hills  which  are  a  striking 
feature  of  the  district,  and  powerfully  affect  its  soil  and  drainage,  are 
a  continuation  of  the  Aravalli  chain,  which  passing  through  this 
district  in  a  direction  from  S.  S.  W.  to  N.  N.  E.  end  on  the 
bank  of  the  Jumna  in  the  famous  ridge  of  Delhi.  Between  theso 
hills  and  the  Jumna  lies  a  broad  level  plain  of  almost  uniform  good  loam, 
part  of  the  great  Bangar  tract  which  stretches  along  the  west  side  of 
the  Jumna  from  Umballa  through  Karnal,  Delhi,  Gurgaon,  Mathra  and 
Bhartpur.  Towards  the  river  this  plain  is  fringed  by  a  narrow  strip 
of  alluvial  land  locally  known  as  the  khadir,  and  towards  the  hills  it 
sinks  into  a  shallow  depression  of  clayey  soil  called  the  dahr,  into  which 
drains  the  rainfall  of  the  surrounding  higher  ground.  West  of  the 
hills  the  ground  is  more  uneven,  rocky  knolls  or  sandy  hillocks  often 
rising  above  the  plain,  while  the  soil,  even  of  the  level  parts,  is  much 
lighter  than  that  of  the  Bangar.  The  torrents  which  in  the  rainy 
season  pour  down  from  the  hills  and  spread  over  large  tracts  of  coun- 
try on  their  way  to  the  depressions  about  Nuh  and  Najafgarh 
affect  greatly  the  character  of  tho  soil  and  its  produce.  Attempts 
have  been  made  to  control  their  force  by  erecting  embankments  at 
various  places  along  the  hills  and  round  the  depressions,  and  notwith- 
standing the  breaching  of  some  of  these  embankments  in  seasons  of 
excessive  rain,  they  have  been  of  great  use  in  extending  the  area  and 
duration  of  the  benefits  derivable  from  these  torrents  and  limiting  their 
destructive  force.  A  beginning  has  also  been  made  by  the  District 
Board  to  control  them  still  nearer  their  source  by  covering  the  now 
barren  hills  with  the  vegetation  which  is  said  to  have  clothed  them 
in  former  times  ;  and  the  importance  of  these  conservancy  measures, 

on  which  the  Commissioner  has  dwelt  with  so 
Commissioner  s  para.  28.    mucn  force,  is  now  generally  acknowledged. 

The  rainfall  on  which  the  greater  part  of  the  cultivation  directly 
depends  averages  about  25  inches,  but  is  exceedingly  variable  in 
character,  and  well  irrigation,  which  covers  more  than  a  tenth  of  the 

cultivated  area  and  gives  an  eighth  of  the 
Report,  sections  ll  and  12.    total  assessracnt>  i8  0f  great  importance,  espe- 
cially in  the  west  of  tho  d  istrict.    Still  more  important  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  agriculture  is  the  Agra  canal,  which  now  irrigates  a  very 
largo  portion  of  the  Bangar  plain  in  the  east  of  tho  district. 
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3.  The  political  history  of  the  district  has  been  summarised  by 
_        „.        _  the  Commissioner  and  need  not  be  further 

,iC8°m'    mentioned  here.    Chapter  III  of  the  report 
gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  people, 
their  condition  and  character.    More  recent  information  on  the  subject 

founded  on  the  census  of  1881  will  be  found 
Revision,  para.  6.  {u  ^   Qazetteer  0f  the   district.    The  total 

population  which  in  1868  was  for  the  present  area  of  the  district, 
680,034,  was  found  to  have  fallen  off  in  1881  to  641,848,  a  decrease  of 
7  per  cent.  This  loss  is  due  partly  to  the  emigration  caused  by  the 
run  of  bad  seasons  which  began  in  1877,  partly  perhaps  to  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  births,  but  chiefly  to  the  fever  epidemic  of  1878 
and  1879,  during  which  two  years  more  than  1,00,000  persons,  or 
one-seventh  of  the  total  population  died.  Nearly  one-third  of  the  people 
of  the  district  are  nominally  Muhammadaus,  the  remaining  two-thirds 
are  classed  as  Hindus.  The  most  important  tribe  in  the  district  are 
the  Meos,  who  number  nearly  a  sixth  of  the  total  population  and  own 
the  land  of  887  of  the  1,264  villages,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  south  of 
the  district  being  in  their  hands.  They  are  thriftless  and  extravagant, 
and  though  sometimes  displaying  considerable  industry,  are  easily 
dejected  and  prove  to  yield  to  adverse  circumstances.  Ihey  are  not 
now  given  to  serious  crime,  but  are  clannish  and  inclined  to  be 

turbulent,  or  would  be  so,  but  for  a  certain 
mi^oner's'^ira11 1G~ '  '  want  of  stamina  which  characterises  them  indi- 
vidually. It  is  this  tribe  which  has  suffered 
most  from  the  misfortunes  which  have  befallen  the  district.  The 
other  two  most  important  tribes  are  those  of  the  Jats  and  Ahirs,  each 
of  which  comprises  one-tenth  of  the  total  population.  The  Jats  own 
181  villages,  chiefly  in  the  Bangar  tract  to  the  east,  which  is  now- 
irrigated  by  the  Agra  canal,  and  the  Ahirs  own  218  villages  in 
the  west  of  the  district.  Both  tribes  are  industrious  and  thrifty ;  the 
Ahirs  especially  being  laborious  cultivators  who  have,  by  keeping 
up  constant  irrigation  from  numerous  wells,  managed  to  prosper 
on  a  poor  soil  under  a  comparatively  heavy  assessment.  Taking  the 
district  as  a  whole,  the  character  of  the  cultivation  stands  comparison 

with  the  rest  of  the  Province,  and  the  figures 
^ComnxiMionerBpara8.l5    giycn  by  the  Commissioner  show  that  the 

people  are  wonderfully  free  from  crime  and 
averse  to  civil  litigation. 

4.  For  his  statistics  of  the  produce  of  the  district  the  Settle- 
Cha  ter  IV  ment  Officer  had  to  guide  him  the  returns  of 

ap  er    *  only  one  year,  viz.,  the  year  of  measurement. 

The  careful  record  now  made  of  the  crops  of  each  harvest  has,  how- 
ever, shown  that  the  area  under  different  crops  varies  greatly  from 
year  to  year,  and  has  at  the  same  timo  made  available  more  reliable 
statistics.  The  following  table  shows  the  area  sown  for  each  crop  on 
an  average  for  the  last  three  years  ending  with  the  kharif  harvest 
of  1885 
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KHABIF  UARVS8T. 

Rabi  habvist. 

Crop. 

Average 
area 

sown 
(thoua- 
ands of 
acres). 

Per  cent. 

on  total 
area 
sown. 

Crop. 

Average 
area  sown 

( t  limift* 

ands  of 
■  - 1     ,'  • 

Per  cent. 

on  total 
area 
sown. 

Bajra  

liujru with  pulses  ... 

Jawar  

Moth,  Mung  and  other  pulses 

Jowar  (pulse)  

Til  (oil-seed)  

Cotton   

Indigo   

Other  crops  ... 

lo7 
89 
1 13 
97 
33 
4 
73 
7 
11 

17 
10 
18 
11 

3 

'  8 
1 
1 

Barley   

Cram 
Wheat 

Bailey,  wheat  and 
gram  mixed  ... 

Mustard  and  tar.i 
(oil -seeds) 

Others   

inn 

103 
78 
43 

80 

0 
7 

11 

9 
5 

9 

1 
1 

Total  Kharif  

583 

G4 

Total  Rabi  ... 

323 

3G 

Total  of  both  har vests 

900,000 

acres. 

The  kharif  area  is  nearly  double  that  sown  for  the  rabi,  and  38 
per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  is  sown  with  bajra  and  autumn 
pulses  which  are,  as  a  rule,  sown  only  on  poor  soils,  and  are  cultivated 
chiefly  in  the  sandy  tracts  of  Gurgaon  and  Kewari  tahsils  in  the 
west  of  the  district.  Jawar  occupies  13  per  cent,  of  the  area,  and  is 
sown  chiefly  on  the  good  loam  of  the  Bangar  plain  in  tahsils  Palwal, 
Ferozpur  and  Nuh,  where  also  is  chiefly  grown  the  cotton  crop  which 
occupies  8  per  cent,  of  the  total  area.  The  area  under  indigo  and 
sugarcane  on  the  land  irrigated  by  the  Agra  canal  is  gradually  in- 
creasing, but  is  still  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  total  cultiva- 
tion. In  the  rabi  harvest  only  o  per  cent,  of  the  total  area  is  sown 
with  wheat  on  the  lauds  irrigated  by  the  Agra  canal,  or  by  wells,  or 
subject  to  flooding  from  the  hill  drainage.  Gram,  which  covers  9  per 
cent,  of  the  area,  is  grown  chiefly  on  the  good  loam  of  tho  Bangar, 
and  barley,  which  occupies  1 1  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivation,  is  found 
in  the  Baugar  as  a  rain  crop,  but  principally  on  the  light  soils  of 
tahsils  Gurgaon  and  Rewari,  irrigated  by  wells.  Oil-seeds  are  little 
cultivated  iu  this  district,  and  altogether  occupy  less  than  2  per  cent, 
of  the  total  cultivated  area.  It  is  worthy  of  notice  how  large  a  pro- 
portion of  the  total  cultivation  consists  of  inferior  crops — such  as 
bajra  and  barley,  and  how  small  an  area  is  sown  with  the  more  valu- 
able crops — such  as  cotton,  indigo  and  wheat.  Very  little  of  the  land  is 
.  regularly  manured,  and  the  agriculture  is  so 

port,  section  simple  that  it  furnishes  no  scope  for  rotation 

of  crops. 
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5.  The  fiscal  history  of  the  different  parts  of  the  district  is 
Rc  rt  Cha  ter  VII        given    in  detail   in  the  extracts  from  the 

cpo  ,      p  er  Assessment  Reports,  but  it  will  help  towards 

a  clearer  comprehension  of  the  condition  of  the  different  tracts  of 
which  it  is  composed  and  of  the  different  treatment  thoy  have  re- 
ceived in  the  recent  settlement,  if  a  general  view  be  taken  of  the 
operations  of  the  regular  settlement  of  1838-1842  which  remained 
in  force  up  to  1877.  This  is  rendered  especially  instructive  by  tho 
similarity  of  the  circumstances  then  prevaleut  to  those  of  the  period 
just  ending.  In  1838,  as  in  1877,  the  introduction  of  a  new  assess- 
ment was  simultaneous  with  the  commencement  of  a  cycle  of  bad 
seasons  ;  the  new  assessment  was  found  too  heavy  to  be  realised  in 
tho  years  of  distress,  and  relief  was  granted  in  the  form  of  a  reduc- 
tion of  revenue  In  1842,  however,  the  reductions  were  granted  for 
the  term  of  settlement,  and  in  1883  the  relief  took  the  form  of  re- 
mission of  the  current  demand,  and  of  temporary  reductions,  rather 
than  of  reductions  for  a  long  term  of  years. 

6.  In  1836  the  last  of  the  important  resumptions  took  place, 
and  since  that  year  there  has  been  comparatively  littlo  change  in  the 
boundary  or  total  area  of  the  district,  though  tho  internal  changes 
of  pargana  and  tahsil  boundaries  have  been  numerous.  Up  to  1836 
the  different  parganas  had  been  subjected  to  summary  assessments 
on  resumption,  and  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  and  generally 
speaking  the  assessments  had  been  exceedingly  high,  so  that,  al- 
though the  collections  averaged  only  93  per  cent,  of  the  demand  for 
the  whole  district,  and  in  some  parganas  were  considerably  less,  the 
general  condition  of  the  district  was  one  of  great  impoverishment, 
and  the  resources  of  tho  people  were  exhausted.    In  Palwal  "  their 

cattle  and  stock  had  been  sold  to   pay  the 
ReMrrtBrw28'  8#ttUmi0,,t    revenue,  and  in  Rewari    the  tuuds  of  the 

capitalist  had  been  too  often  swallowed  up 
Mr.  Lawrence's  Settle-    by  the  demands  of  the  Collector."    Indeed,  it 
ment  Report,  1838.  is  evideut  tfcat  some  parts  of  the  district  had 

greatly  deteriorated  under  British  management  since  their  resump- 
tion ;  owing  probably  to  the  circumstances  that  our  officers  enforced 
a  revenue  demand  pitched  at  the  standard  prevailing  under  native 
administration  without  those  relaxations  during  bad  seasons  which 
are  commonly  allowed  by  native  rulers.  In  1837  a  regular  settle- 
ment of  the  district  was  commenced  under  Regulation  IX.  of  1833, 
and  in  that  and  the  following  year  almost  the  whole  of  the  district 
came  under  settlement,  with  the  exception  of  the  present  Nuh  tahsil, 
the  general  result  being  a  small  reduction  of  the  previous  assess- 
ment. But  just  as  happened  forty  years  later,  tho  introduction  of 
the  new  assessment  was  accompanied  by  a  failure  of  crops,  and  the 
famine  year,  1837-38,  was  followed  by  several  bad  years  in  succession. 
Writing  in  the  end  of  1842,  Mr.  Barnes  says  that  since  the  memor- 

Settlement  Report,  1842.    *ble  dr0,U^fc  °f  lf^8^  **d  been  no 

one  good  season  to  enable  the  agriculturist 


jd  by  Google 


(    6  ) 


to  repair  tho  ruin  entailed  upon  him  by  the  past.  The  new  assess- 
ments broke  down  entirely  in  the  south-east  of  the  district,  and  had 
to  be  revised.  In  1841,  Mr.  M.  Gubbins  revised  his  own  assessment 
of  Ferozpur  and  Pumbana  made  three  years  before,  reducing  it  by 
about  20  per  cent,  for  the  term  of  settlement,  and  remitting  all  out- 
standing balances.  About  the  same  time  Mr.  Barues  revised  the 
assessment  of  parganas  Palwal  and  Taoru  made  by  Mr.  Lawrence  in 
1837  and  1838,  granting  here  also  reductions  of  about  20  per  cent. 
Mr.  Barnes  also  assessed  at  similar  rates  the  remainder  of  what  is 
now  the  Nuh  tahsil.  The  Rewari  and  Gurgaon  tahsils  had  not 
suffered  so  much  from  the  bad  seasons  as  had  the  south-east 
of  the  district,  and  Mr.  Lawrence's  original  assessments  of  those  tahsils 
were  allowed  to  stand. 


7.  The  changes  which  have  taken  p  lace  in  the  assessment  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  district  may  be  gathered  from  the  following 
statement  (thousands  of  rupees). 


Assess- 

Assess- 

Final as- 

Assess- 

Assess- 

Final as- 

Tahail. 

ment  be- 

ment about 

sessment 

ment  be- 

ment  of 

sessment 

fore  1837. 

1840. 

of  1842. 

foro  1877. 

1877. 

of  1889. 

Palwal 

284 

248 

217 

215 

285 

279 

Firotpur 

320 

251 

209 

208 

•  239 

226 

Nuh 

299 

299 

219 

211 

260 

241 

Uurgaou 

189 

207 

207 

196 

217 

210 

Rewari 

270 

270 

268 

272 

277 

271 

Total 

1,362 

1,275 

1,114 

1,103 

1,278 

1,227 

Under  the  summary  settlements  the  district  was  assessed  at 
nearly  14  lakhs  of  rupees,  and  the  operations  of  the  first  regular 
Settlement  would  have  left  tho  assessment  at  about  12f  lakhs,  but 
the  reductions  given  by  Mr.  Barnes  and  Mr.  Gubbins  brought  it 
down  to  nearly  1 1  lakhs  for  the  term  of  settlement.  Mr.  Channing, 
again,  in  1877,  raised  the  assessment  to  12J  lakhs,  and  in  1883  this 
was  again  reduced  to  about  11  lakhs  for  seven  years  and  to  12^  for 
the  remainder  of  the  term  of  settlement.  The  history  of  the  district 
has  thus  been  repeated  with  curious  exactness.  Indeed  the  langu- 
age used  by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1842,  in  describing  the  failure  of  harvests, 
the  impoverished  condition  of  the  people,  and  the  consequent  reduc- 
tion of  assessment,  is  almost  exactly  the  same  as  that  employed  by 
Mr.  Wilson  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  district  in  1883. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  assessment  of  the  Rewari  tahsil  has 
remained  at  almost  the  same  figure  all  through,  and  in  tahsil  Gur- 
gaon the  changes  have  not  been  great.  In  the  other  three  tahsils 
the  reductions  granted  in  1842  were  very  large,  and  the  increases 
taken  in  1877  were  correspondingly  high.  This  difference  of  treat- 
ment was  also  partly  due  to  the  different  rates  of  increase  of  cultiva- 
tion shown  in  the  following  table  i—* 


A. 
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Tahsil. 


Pal  wnl 

Firozpur 

Nuh 


Rcwari 
Total 


•  •  • 

. .  . 

•  ■  • 

•  a  • 


Reduction  of 
assessment 
in  1842— per 
cent. 


24 
37 
27 
10 


18 


Increase  of 
cultivation 
and  fallow 
since  1842— 
per  cent. 


44 

40 
30 
13 


Increase  of 
assessment 
in  1877-per 
cent. 


33 
14 
22 
11 
2 

16 


Incidence  of  assessment 

FOB  CULTIVTEO  ACBE. 


In  1842. 


R.  A. 

1  10 

2  1 
1  7 
1  5 
1  9 

1  8 


In  1877. 


R.  A. 
1  G 


1 
1 
1 
1 


7 
4 
3 
4 


1  5 


In  1849  Mr.  Fraser  reported  that  the  demand  fixed  in  1842, 
Bt  d  t*  l  Re  rt  though  somewhat  unequal  in  different  parts  of 

ica     90  '  the  district,  was  on  the  whole  a  just  one  and 

such  as  the  people,  except  under  circumstances  of  extraordinary  and 
continued  calamity,  ought  easily  to  pay.  He  pointed  out  that  the 
loss  to  Government  from  the  reduction  of  assessment  was  not  so  great 
as  might  at  first  sight  be  thought,  for  a  large  portion  of  the  previous 
demand  had  generally  to  be  remitted  while  the  people  paid  the 
reduced  demand  in  full  with  alacrity  and  cheerfulness.  Mr.  Chan- 
ning's  remarks  on  the  fiscal  history  and  circumstances  of  the  different 
tahsils  show  that  from  1861  to  1877  the  assessment  of  1842  worked 
easily  throughout  almost  the  whole  district ;  the  balances  were  in- 
significant, the  people  prospered,  and  population,  cultivation  and 
irrigation  increased  in  a  remarkable  degree. 

8.    The  settlement  of  1842  having  expired,  the  district  was 

again  placed  under  settlement  in  the  begin- 
ChapterV.  ning  of  1Q72,    With  the  exception  of  38 

villages  confiscated  after  the  mutiny  from  the  Jhajjar,  Farrakhnagar 

and  Ballabgarh  states,  and  now  brought  under 

dated  !£X Ju1™  1872.  815,    regalar  settlement  for  the    first  time,  the 

settlement  was  a  resettlement  throughout  the 
whole  district.  It  was  at  first  placed  under  Mr.  Wood  as  Settlement 
officer  of  the  Delhi  Division,  with  Mr.  O'Brien  as  Assistant  Settlement 
officer.  In  March  1873,  Mr.  O'Brien  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Channing, 
who,  in  December  1875,  was  made  full-powered  Settlement  officer. 
Mr.  Channing  completed  the  measurements  and  the  assessment  of  the 
whole  district,  and  in  the  end  of  1877  made  over  charge  of  the  settle- 
ment to  Mr.  Maconachie,  who,  with  Mr.  Wilson  as  his  Assistant, 
completed  the  record  and  remaining  settlement  operations  in  the 
end  of  1879.  The  new  assessments  had  come  into  force  in  the  autumn 
of  1877,  and  simultaneously  began  a  series  of  bad  seasons  which 
.  j        brought  the  district  to  great  distress  and 

™"on,  p  er  *  made  the  realization  of  the  revenue  difficult. 
Suspensions  and  some  remissions  were  granted,  but  still  the  distress 
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Revision,  sections  15,  continued,  and  after  a  tour  in  the  district  in 
1M7.  the  beginning  of  1882  the  Financial  Com- 

missioner (Mr.  Lyall)  found  it  necessary  to  issue  orders  for  some 
roduction  of  the  assessment.  In  the  end  of  that  year  Mr.  Wilson 
was  deputed  to  assist  the  Deputy  Commissioner  in  revising  the 
assessment  of  the  distressed  villages,  and  by  August  1883  the  work 
was  complete.  Its  results  and  the  grounds  for  the  action  taken  are 
fully  stated  in  the  Revision  Report  and  discussed  in  the  Financial 
Commissioner's  memorandum  appended  to  this  letter. 

9.  The  history  of  the  district  since  1883  will  appear  from  the 
following  paragraphs  written  in  the  form  of  a  continuation  of  the 
account  given  in  Mr.  Wilson's  Revision  Report. 


Rainfall.  Revision,  sec- 
tion 2. 


Annual  rainfall  at  each  tahsil  (in  inches). 


Year. 

Gurgaon. 

Rewari. 

Palwal. 

Nuh. 

Firozpur. 

1883-84 

•  •  • 

168 

10-5 

82 

144 

21-7 

1884-85 

•  •  • 

31-2 

191 

304 

275 

861 

1885-86 

•  •  • 

394 

454 

30-4 

48-8 

321 

Nature  of 


Re- 


Generally  speaking  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  much 
below  average  in  1883-84,  considerably  above  average  in  1884-85, 
and  excessively  high  in  18G5-80. 

Kharif,  1883. — The  early  rains  were  favourable  and  the  area 

sown  was  about  up  to  the  average,  but  prac- 
tically no  rain  fell  throughout  the  district  in 
August,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  crop  was 
destroyed.  The  total  outturn  was  estimated  by  the  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner as  between  one-third  and  one-fourth  of  an  average  yield. 

Rabi,  1884. — The  rains  of  1883  ceased  in  the  beginning  of 
September,  and  the  hill  streams  never  came  down  in  full  flood,  so 
that  hardly  any  crops  were  sown  on  unirrigated  land,  and  the  area 
sown  on  ordinarily  flooded  lands  was  much  below  the  average.  The 
wells  were  used  to  the  utmost,  and  a  very  large  area  in  the  east  of 
the  district  was  irrigated  from  the  Agra  canal,  but  there  was  hardly 
any  produce  on  unirrigated  lands,  and  the  total  outturn  was  estimated 
as  about  half  an  average  crop. 

Kharif,  1884. — The  rainfall  was  good  and  generally  opportune, 
and  the  crop  throughout  the  district  was  fair.  Tho  wonderful 
change  in  the  appearance  of  the  country  was  enough  to  put  fresh 
heart  into  the  people. 
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Rabi,  1885. — The  winter  rams  were  good  and  the  crop  waa  a  fine 
one  generally  for  the  whole  district ;  the  yield  was  decidedly  above 
average. 

Kharif,  1885. — The  season  was  phenomenal.  Rain  fell  early  and 
at  short  intervals  during  May  and  June  ;  July  and  August  brought 
the  heaviest  rainfall  the  district  has  had  sinc9  1875,  and  then  the 
rains  suddenly  ceased.  The  consequence  was  that  what  was  expected 
to  be  a  bumper  harvest  was  in  great  measure  either  ruined  by  inunda- 
tion or  withered  by  the  subsequent  dry,  strong  west  wind.  The 
general  result  of  the  harvest  was  only  moderate. 

Rabi,  1886. — The  winter  rains  were  early  and  continued  at  most 
opportune  intervals.  The  spring  harvest  at  present  seems  likely  to 
be  the  best  seen  for  several  years,  and  the  barley  crops  are  already 
in*  cnt.   The  general  harvest  is  probably  1$  as  good  as  an  average  one. 


Summary. 


Ykar. 

Kharif. 

Rabi. 

Nature  of 
harvest. 

Surplus  or 
deficiency. 

Nature  of 
harvest. 

Surplus  or 

defiency. 

1883-  84 

1884-  85 

1885-  86 

Poor. 
Fair. 
Fair. 

~  i 

0 

0 

Poor. 
Good. 
Very  good. 

+ 1 
+  I 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  cycle  of  bad  years  continued  up  to  1884, 
and  that  of  the  fourteen  harvests,  from  1877  to  1884,  no  fewer  than 
eleven  wore  below  the  average  in  outturn.  The  four  good  harvests 
vouchsafed  to  the  district  since  1884  have,  however,  done  much  to 
restore  its  prosperity. 


In  the  autumn  of  1883  the  outturn  of  fodder  was  very  poor,  and 
Condition  of  cattle.  ReW-    as  the  winter  rains  failed  the  people  were  in 
■ion,  section  6.  the  beginning  of  1884  very  hard  pressed  in- 

deed for  fodder,  and  had  to  feed  their  inferior  cattle  on  the  leaves  of 
trees.  There  were  few  deaths  from  starvation,  but  the  condition  of 
the  cattle  was  very  critical  until  the  rains  of  1884  brought  plenty  of 
grass  and  straw.  Fodder  was  very  cheap  in  the  end  of  1884,  and 
since  then  there  has  been  no  scarcity  of  food  for  the  cattle  which 
have  been  fairly  well  nourished. 

Population.  Revision, 
section  6. 


Tear. 

No.  of  deaths 
reported. 

Death-rate  p«r  thousand 
per  annum. 

1883  ... 

... 

15,249 

24 

1884  ... 

20,063 

31 

1885  ... 

26,481 

41 

s 
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The  dry  year,  1883,  was  a  very  healthly  one  ;  1884  was  somewhat 
unhealthy,  and  last  year,  owing  to  the  excessive  rainfall  and  conse- 
quent fever,  the  death-rate  was  again  very  high.  It  is  improbable 
that  the  district  can  yet  have  made  any  great  progress  in  recovering 
from  the  great  loss  of  population  disclosed  by  the  census  of  1881, 
though  it  is  reported  that  most  of  the  emigrants  have  returned  to 
their  homes. 


The  area  cultivated  has  been  returned  as  follows  in  the  Revenue 
Cultivation.   Revision,    Report  for  the  Financial  year  (in  thousands  of 
■ection  7.  acres) 


Year. 

Rabi. 

Kharif. 

Total. 

1883-84  ... 

... 

274 

534 

808 

1884-85  ... 

... 

284 

651 

935 

1885-86  ... 

••• 

414 

630 

1,044 

The  real  state  of  things  will,  however,  be  better  seen  from  the 
corrected  figures  given  by  the  agricultural  year  (in  thousands  of 
acres)  : — 


Agricultural 
year. 

Actually 
sown  in 
kharif. 

Actually 
sown  in 
rabi. 

Total  of 
year. 

Deduct  for 
dofasli. 

Area  actual- 
ly under  cul- 
tivation dur- 
ing year. 

1877 

1881-  82 

1882-  83 

1883-  84 

1884-  85 

1885-  86 

Area  entire 

... 

511 
691 

630 

d  in  settlem 
.  • . 

265 
380 
400* 

ent  records 
... 

776 
1,071 
1,030 

as  cultivat 

• 

49 
147 
1,00* 

ed.  9,81 
8,96 
8,75 
7,27 
9,24 
9,30 

It  appears  from  these  figures  that  the  area  sown  in  the  dry  year, 
1883-84,  was  much  smaller  than  for  any  of  the  previous  six  years  ; 
but  that  in  each  of  the  two  last  years  of  favourable  rainfall  the  crops 
sown  amounted  to  over  a  million  acres  for  the  two  harvests,  and 
even  after  deducting  for  the  area  twice  cropped  in  the  year,  the 
total  area  under  cultivation  is  found  to  be  within  6  per  cent,  of  the 
area  entered  in  the  settlement  records  as  cultivated.    The  extent  to 
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which  each  tahBil  participated  in  this  recovery  may  be  gathered  from 
the  following  statement  : — 


Area  in  thousands  or  acres. 

o  00 

Tahsil. 

Returned 

All 

at  settle- 
ment  as 
cultiva- 
ted. 

Actually  cultivated,  counting 
dofasli  only  one*. 

*o  So" 

^,  00 
a** 

5  a 

oi 

00 

t 

p— < 

s 

<— 1 

op 

1 

• 

1  1 
c 
* 

R. 

tfi  a 
a  o 

l> 

G 
rl 

A 

§'■5 

Palwal 

Firozpur 

Gargaon 
Bewari 

••• 

•  •  • 

•  ■ . 
*•• 
••• 

204 
165 
204 
185 
223 

189 
149 
184 

168 
206 

191 
150 
186 
157 
191 

128 
140 
129 
159 
171 

194 

155 
188 
181 
206 

5 
6 
8 
2 
8 

Total 

981 

896 

875 

727 

924 

6 

The  recovery  of  1884-85  is  spread  over  all  five  tahsils,  bnt  is 
most  marked  in  tahsils  Gnrgaon  and  Rewari,  where  a  large  area 
of  inferior  sandy  soil,  which  had  gone  out  of  cultivation  in  the  dry 
years,  has  again  been  brought  under  the  plough. 


Irrigation  from  weiu.  The  statement  in  the  revision  report  may  be 
Reriaion  lections,  8,  43.    continued  as  follows  : — 


Tahsil. 

Area  actually  irrigated  from 
wells,  counting  dofasli  #nZy  once. 

In  1883-84. 

In  1884-85. 

Palwal 

Firozpur  ... 
Nnh 

G  urgaon    . . . 
Rewari 

...  ... 

•••  ... 
••«          • •• 
...  >•• 
...  ••• 

.  • 
... 

•  •• 

13,066 
13,533 
11,717 
20,808 
39,825 

14,124 
3,523 
3,223 
18,380 
37,441 

Total 

98,969 

76,791 

In  both  years  there  was  a  dofasli  area  on  wells  of  17,000  acres. 
In  the  dry  year,  1883-84,  the  peasants  worked  their  wells  to  the 
utmost,  being  in  many  cases  enabled  to  do  so  only  by  the  help  of  the 
bullocks  purchased  with  the  liberal  advances  made  in  the  previous 
year.  In  the  rabi  of  1884  alone  nearly  a  lakh  of  acres  were  irrigat- 
ed from  wells,  or  almost  the  whole  area  (105,849  acres),  estimated  by 
Mr.  Channing  as  irrigable  and  assessed  at  chahi  rates.    The  area  so 
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estimated  was  actually  exceeded  in  tahsils  Firozpur,  Nuh  and 
Gurgaon,  and  almost  equalled  in  Rewari ;  the  permanent  falling  off  of 
well  irrigation  in  tahsil  Palwal  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  great  extension 
of  canal  irrigation. 

From  a  statement  given  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  in  his  annual 
Revenue  Report,  it  appears  that,  from  1877  to  March  1885,  advances 
were  made  amounting  to  Rs.  1,03,140  for  the  construction  of  544 
new  wells,  of  which  253  had  been  completed,  and  169  were  under 
construction  in  March  1885.  Since  that  date  Rs.  25,000  more  have 
been  advanced  for  the  construction  of  nearly  a  hundred  more  wells. 
The  long  series  of  dry  years  had  led  to  a  general  sinking  of  the  under- 
ground water-level  and  diminution  of  the  supply  of  water  in  the  wells  ; 
but  the  recent  heavy  rains  have  brought  the  level  up  again,  and  gen- 
erally throughout  the  district  the  water-supply  for  irrigation  has 
again  become  much  more  plentiful.  Especially  is  this  the  case  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  dams  (bands)  which  have  recently  been  con- 
structed or  repaired  in  several  parts  of  the  district  by  the  District 
Board. 

irrigation  Lom  Agra  There  has  been  a  great  extension  of  irriga- 
caaal.  tion  from  the  canal,  as  appears  from  the 

Revision,  section  9.  following  figures  : — 


Area  irrigated. 


Year. 

Kharif. 

Rabi. 

Total. 

1882-83 

••• 

16,212 

34,704 

50,916 

1883-84 

••• 

27,016 

60,364 

87,380 

1884-85 

... 

28,534 

44,883 

73,417 

Of  the  73,417  acres  irrigated  last  year  some  20,000  acres  were  irriga- 
ted in  both  harvests,  so  that  the  whole  area  receiving  water  was 
about  53,000  acres.  This  area  is  distributed  approximately  as 
folio  ws  : — 


Tahsil. 

No.  of  vil- 
lages receiv- 
ing irrigation. 

Area  irrigat- 
ed in  1884-85 
(acres). 

Percentage 
on  total  culti- 
vated area  of 
tahsil. 

Palwal 

...  ... 

•  •  • 

112 

41,000 

20 

Firozpur 

...          . . . 

•  •  • 

17 

4,000 

2 

Nuh 

. . .          • .  • 

•  •  ■ 

28 

8,000 

5 

Total 

•  •  • 

157 

53,000 

••• 
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The  great  increase  of  irrigation  is  due  chiefly  to  the  construction  of 
several  new  distributaries  which  were  fully  taken  advantage  of  by 
the  people  in  the  dry  year  1883-84.    Tahsil  Palwal,  through  which 
the  main  canal  passes,  has  now  one-fifth  of  its  total  cultivated  area 
under  canal  irrigation. 

Sales  of  land.  Revision,  The  statistics  of  sales  since  1883-84  are 

section  10.  as  follows  : — 


Instruments  of  balk  of  agricultural 

LAND  REGISTERED  DURING  THE  TEAR. 

Area  of  land  sold 

during  the  year 
according  to  the 
ltevenuo  Report 
(acres).  . 

Year. 

No. 

Aggregate  value 
(thousands  of 
rupees). 

1883-  84 

1884-  8o  ... 

161 

181 

113 

83 

2,840 
3,976 

Mortgages  of  land.  fieri-  And  those  of  mortgages  are — 

■ion,  section  11. 


Mortgages  relating  to  agri- 
cultural land  according  to 
the  Registration  returns. 

Mortgages  according  to  the 
annual  Revenue  Reports. 

Year. 

No.  of  deeds 
of  mortgage. 

Aggregate 
value  in  thou- 
sands of 
rupees. 

Area  mort- 
gaged. 

• 

Area  redeem- 
ed from 
mortgage. 

1883-  84 

1884-  85 

628 
665 

156 
141 

4,517 

3,386 

2,740 
2,108 

Apparently  during  these  two  years,  which  include  two  fair  and 
two  poor  harvests,  sales  and  mortgages  of  land  have  somewhat 
increased,  but  there  has  also  been  a  considerable  area  redeemed  from 
mertgage.  The  total  area  now  under  mortgage  may  be  stated  as 
follows : — 


Year. 

Area  in  acres. 

Mortgaged  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Redeemed  during 
the  year. 

Under  mortgage 
at  the  close  of 
the  year. 

luo<roi  ... 

1884-85 

4,517 
3,386 

2,740 
2,108 

1,21,230 
1,22,508 

Digitized  by  Google 


(    14  ) 

Collection.     Revision,  The  collections  have  been  as  follows  :— 

section  14. 


Year. 

Demand. 

Percentage  on  th» 
annua i  demand  of 

I 

For  the 
year. 

On  account 
of  previous 
years. 

Total  col- 
lections. 

Collec- 
tions far 
the  year. 

Total  col- 
lections. 

1883-  84 

1884-  85 

1885-  86 

10,85,769 
10,85,405 
10,85,661 

9,51,494 
9,73,165 
10,80,395 

62,622 
67,990 
86,131 

10,14,116 
10,41,155 
11,66,526 

88 
90 
99 

93 
96 
107 

Almost  the  whole  demand  of  the  past 
Balances.  Revision,  seo-    year  has  been  realised,  and  considerable  pro- 
tion  14.                        gress  made  in  recovering  the  balances  of 

previous  years. 

Year. 

Of  the  year 
under 
report. 

Of  former 
years. 

JTotal 

Percentage 
on  demand 
for  year. 

Total 
remissions. 

Percentage 
on  the  de- 
mand for 
the  year. 

1883-  84 

1884-  85 

1885-  86 

1,34,275 
1,12,240 
5,266 

2,01,762 
2,66,013 
2,91,963 

3,36,037 
3,78,253 
2,97,229 

31 
35 
27 

662 
2,034 
1,625 

... 

.  ■  ■ 
••• 

The  total  balances  have  thus  been  reduced  to  Rs.  2,97,229, 
of  which  sum  Rs.  2,14,720  have  been  recommended  for  remission, 
including  the  Rs.  2,14,623  recommended  by  Mr.  Roberts  and 
Mr.  Wilson  for  remission  (Revision,  section  25),  and  may  be  con- 
sidered nominal.  Of  the  remaining  Rs.  82,509,  Rs.  76,610 
have  been  formally  suspended,  and  the  remainder  is  in  train  of 
liquidation.  It  is  probable  that  the  present  bumper  rabi  harvest 
will  enable  the  Deputy  Commissioner  to  collect  almost  the  whole  of 
these  recoverable  balances,  including  the  amount  under  suspension, 
and  that  by  August  next,  if  the  remissions  recommended  be  granted, 
there  will  be  practically  no  balance  against  the  district.  Including 
the  takkavi  figures,  the  accounts  stands  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Collections. 

Advances 

made  dur- 
ing the 
year. 

Net  collec- 
tions from 
the  land. 

Percentage 
of  net  col- 
lection on 
the  land 
revenue 
demand  of 
the  year 

On  account 
of  land 
revenue. 

On  account 
of  takkavi 
advances. 

Total  col- 
lections. 

1883-  84 

1884-  85 

1885-  86 

10,14,116 
10,41,166 
11,66,626 

12,181  10,26,297 
81,803  10,72,458 
64,896  12,31,422 

93,027;  9,33,270 
29,070  10,43,388 
27,680  12,03,742 

86~~ 
96 
110 

s 
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The  net  collections  after  deducting  takkavi  advances  were  in 
Takkavi.  Reriuon,  sec-  1883-84  considerably  below  the  annual  de- 
lion  33.  mand  for  land  revenue,  but  during  the  past 
year  10  per  cent,  above  it.  Yet  owing  to  the  reduction  of  assessment 
the  actual  amount  of  the  net  collections  is  less  than  it  was  in  the  yean 
1878  to  1882. 

The  state  of  the  takkavi  acoounts  is  as  follows : — 
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The  accounts  for  the  year  now  ending  are  not  yet  complete,  but 
in  round  numbers  it  may  be  said  that  during  the  last  four  years 
takkavi  advances  have  been  made  amounting  to  Rs.  2,93,000,  of 
which  Rs.  92,000  were  for  wells  and  Rs.  2,01,000  for  bullocks ; 
the  collections  have  amounted  to  Rs.  96,700  principal  and  Rs. 
22,000  interest,  or  about  one-third  of  the  advances  ;  of  the  takkavi 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  1884-85,  viz.,  principal,  Rs.  2,56,271  and 
interest,  Rs.  51,711.    The  amounts  overdue  were  as  follows  : — 


Nature  of  advance. 

Principal 
ovex'due. 

Interest 
overdue. 

Total 
overdue. 

Agricultural  improvement 
Seed-grain  ... 
Bullocks   

... 
... 
... 

2,334 
33 
3,603 

710 
8 

680 

3,044 
41 
4*283 

5,970 

1,398 

7;368 

That  is,  only  2  per  cent,  of  the  total  outstandings  were  overdue. 
At  the  end  of  the  current  year  the  total  outstanding  principal  will 
have  been  reduced  to  Rs.  2,30,000,  of  which  not  more  than 
Rs.  3,500  are  overdue.  The  progress  made  in  the  recovery  of 
these  large  advances  is  therefore  satisfactory. 


Prices.  Revision,  section  The  following  prices  have  prevailed  at 

M-  Rewari,  the  chief  market  town  of  the  district — 

(seers  per  rupee). 


Produce. 

Average 

price  for  the 
five  years, 
1877-82. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

Wheat 

... 

17 

19 

20 

23 

Gram 

... 

20 

25 

30 

34 

Barley 

• . . 

23 

27 

27 

30 

Cotton,  uncleaned 

... 

9 

9 

10 

9 

Jawar      ...  ... 

... 

23 

23 

27 

26 

Bajra  ... 

... 

23 

21 

31 

30 

Moth       ...  ... 

... 

22 

23 

27 

27 

The  fall  in  price  which  took  place  in  1883  and  1884  was  perhaps 
due  in  part  to  the  opening  of  the  Rewari-Ferozpore  Railway  which 
threw  upon  the  market  at  Rewari  great  stores  of  grain  from  the 
country  near  Sirsa,  and  the  good  harvests  of  the  last  two  years  have 
had  the  effect  of  keeping  prices  almost  as  low  as  they  were  before 
1877.  Still  in  no  case  has  the  price  fallen  below  the  average  assumed 
by  Mr.  Channing  in  making  his  produce  estimate. 
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Chak  Jhil  Kotla.  Revision,  Tho  realisations   from  the  area  under 

section  G2.  fluctuating  assessment    on  the    Kotla  Jhil 

have  been — 

Agricultural  year.  Land  revenue  realised. 

1882-  83       ...  ...      Rs.  1,773 

1883-  84        ...    8,091 

1884-  85        ...  ...       ||  3,036 

This  year  it  will  be  almost  nothing,  as  nearly  tho  whole  area  is 
submerged. 

NajafRarh  Jhil  Revision,  The  realisations  from  fluctuating  assess- 

86011011    "  ment  on  the  Najafgarh  jhil  have  been — 

Agricultural  year.  Land  revenue  realized. 

Its. 

1882-  83  ...  ...  4,937 

1883-  84  ...  ...  5.045 

1884-  85  ...  ...  318 

Here  also  almost  the  whole  area  is  submerged  this  year. 

Thus  the  agricultural  year  1883-84  was  a  year  of  poor  harvests 

greatly  aided  by  tho  extension  of  irrigation 
Summary.  from  the  Agra  canal    and  from  the  wells, 

which  were  used  by  the  people  to  the  utmost ;  but  there  was  no 
further  loss  of  cattle,  and  the  revenue  was  collected  with  leniency. 
The  peasants  were  thus  in  a  position  to  take  full  advantage  of  the 
two  good  years  that  followed  and  to  bring  again  under  cultivation  a 
large  area  that  had  remained  unsown  for  some  years.  The  takkavi 
advances  are  being  repaid  with  sufficient  punctuality,  and  it  seems 
probable  that  after  the  present  bumper  harvest  almost  all  the  arrears 
of  land  revenue  and  advances  will  be  cleared  off.  The  fatal  fever 
season  of  last  year  has  retarded  the  recovery  of  population,  but  most 
of  the  emigrants  have  returned  to  their  homes,  and  the  villages  are 
beginning  to  wear  a  more  cheerful  appearance.  The  district  is  now 
at  last,  after  its  long  period  of  disaster,  showing  signs  of  a  recovery 
of  its  former  prosperity.  To  fully  establish  this  recovery  (except  in 
the  villages  now  protected  by  the  Agra  canal),  one  or  two  good 
years  are  still  needed ;  and  till  then  anxiety  as  to  its  condition  should 
not  be  dismissed. 

10.    The  Settlement  record  was  drawn  up  on  the  old  system  and 

is  in  some  respects  more  elaborate  than  under 
Report,  Chapter  VI.        fcho  ay8tem  f0uowe<i  ^  more  recent  settlemants, 
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but  the  experience  of  the  last  seven  years  has  shown  that  it  is  as  a 
record  of  rights  good  and  reliable,  and  the  Financial  Commissioner 
has  no  hesitation  in  recommending  it  for  the  sanction  of  Govern- 
ment. 

11.    The  statistics  regarding  tenures  given  in  the  report  are 

very  meagre  and  are  supplemented  by  the 

Report,  soc  ion  89.  appended  statements  showing  the  tenures, 

returned  in  1883-84.  Broadly  speaking,  Gurgaon  is  a  district  of 
peasant  proprietors.    The  Meo  and  Jat  country  in  the  south-east  of 

the  district  is  held  by  village  brotherhoods,  in 

ReriBion,  section  l  .  many  cases  of  long  standing  and  consisting  of 
numerous  individuals  connected  by  ties  of  blood,  each  owning  the 
land  he  cultivates.  These  bhayachara  communities  are  a  charac- 
teristic feature  of  this  part  of  India,  and  have  been  fully  described 
in  the  Settlement  Reports  of  Karnal,  Rohtak  and  Delhi.  The  villages 
in  the  west  of  the  district  are  generally  smaller  and  owned  by  smaller 
bodies  of  proprietors,  but  here  also  the  owners  of  the  land  generally 
cultivate  part  of  their  holdings,  and  the  number  of  villages  owned 
by  non-cultivating,  non-resident  landlords  is  comparatively  very  few. 
The  number  of  proprietors  is  returned  at  79,887,  but  probably  this 
is  over-stated,  as  many  persons  owning  land  in  different  villages  have 
probably  been  reckoned  twice  over.  At  the  census  of  1881,  of  the 
190,750  adult  males  whose  occupation  was  specified,  58,160  were 
returned  as  landowners,  and  it  may  be  said  that  nearly  one-third  of 
the  total  population  are  families  having  proprietory  rights  in  the 
.  land.    Two-thirds  of  the  area  under  the 

Report,  section  89.  plough  is  cultivated  by  the  owners  themselves, 

and  nearly  one-third  of  the  remainder,  or  about  one-ninth  of  the 
whole,  is  held  by  tenants  having  a  right  of  occupancy,  so  that 
only  about  a  fourth  of  the  total  cultivated  area  is  held  by  tenants- 
at-will.  According  to  the  appended  statement  the  total  number  of 
tenant  holdings  is  73,893,  of  which  15,508  are  held  with  a  right  of 

occupancy  and  4,812  free  of  rent ;  but  many 

Report,  sections  114, 115.    Q{  the8e  tenanfcs  are  proprietors  of  other  lands 

in  the  same  or  neighbouring  villages,  and  the  number  of  adult  males 
who  are  simply  tenants  was  returned  at  the  census  of  1881  as  only 
42,654,  representing  about  one-fifth  of  the  total  population.  The 

recent  revision  of  settlement  has  had  a  marked 
Report,  sections  112, 310.    effect  jn  gHqfagfrfag  the  distinction  between 

t»«-5-.v„  K*  proprietors   and   tenants,  the   latter  being 

Revision,  section  57.         'dep£ved  of  the  peculiar  privilege  of  sharing 

in  the  profit  and  loss  of  the  contract  with  the  State  which  prevailed 
so  largely  during  the  previous  settlement,  and  having  their  rents 
raised  to  an  extraordinary  extent,  notwithstanding  the  diminution  of 
the  agricultural  population  in  recent  years.    It  is  interesting  to  find 

in  this  comparatively  advanced  district  the 
import,  section  117.         survival  of  such  a  primitive  custom  as  that  of 
periodical  exchange  of  lands  among  cultivating  proprietors.  Another 
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peculiar  arrangement  is  mentioned  at  section  303  of  the  report. 
The  account  given  of  the  village  organisation  and  of  the  life  of  the 
people  is  somewhat  meagre,  but  may  be  supplemented  by  reference 
to  the  full  description  given  in  the  Karnal  Settlement  Report,  much 
of  which  applies  to  the  similar  communities  in  this  district.  The 
Code  of  Tribal  Custom  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Wilson  and  appended  to 
the  report  contains  a  great  deal  of  interesting  information  regarding 
the  ideas  and  habits  of  the  people,  and  will  be  found  useful  in  deter- 
mining disputes  regarding  their  mutual  rights. 

12.    Other  matters  discussed  in  Chapter  VIII  of  the  report 

require  but  brief  notice.    The  rights  to  flood 
Eeport,  sections  301-803.    irrigation  from  the  Landoha  torrent  are  com- 
plicated and  important,  and  constant  watchfulness  on  the  part  of 
the  district  authorities  will  be  required  to  prevent  loss  and  disputes. 

The  arrangements  regarding  the  hakimi  cess 
Report,  section  305.         on  gajt  manufacture  have  already  been  sanc- 
tioned by  Government.  Since  the  report  was  written  the  works  of 
the  Nuh  circle  have  been    closed.      The  appointment   of  chief 

headmen  and  zaildars  has  introduced  new 
Report,  sections  313, 314    distinctions  and  strengthened   the  district 
organisation  by  adding  new  links  to  the  chain.      The  patwaris* 

circles  have  been  remodelled  and  their  pay 
Report,  section  315.  made  to  depend  on  their  personal  merit 
instead  of  on  the  revenue  of  their  respective  circles  ;  the  reduction  of 
the  revenue  on  which  the  cess  is  levied  led  to  a  reduction  of  the  rates 
of  pay  sanctioned  at  settlement,  and  some  other  readjustments  have 
recently  been  made.  Though  not  yet  a  very  efficient  body  of  officials 
they  will  probably  be  able,  under  proper  supervision,  to  work  the  new 
rules  and  keep  up  to  date  the  record  of  agricultural  statistics,  which 
in  this  district  is  at  present  of  especial  importance.    The  village  note 

books  were  drawn  up  in  the  usual  form  and 
ReTision,  sections  64,  65.    were  brought  up  to  date  for  some  900  villages 

by  Mr.  Wilson  in  1883,  and  the  new  rules  will  ensure  a  proper 
record  of  the  progress  of  the  different  villages  in  future.  This 
progress  is  now  being  carefully  observed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  recent  experience  of  the  district  will  not  be  forgotten  when 
similar  troubles  recur,  as  they  are  almost  certain  to  do.  The  intro- 
duction of  the  Agra  canal  has  rendered  secure  from  serious  scarcity 
the  greater  part  of  the  Palwal  tahsil  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
rest  of  the  Bangar  tract  in  tahsils  Nuh  and  Firozpur.  The  large 
proportion  of  well  irrigation  in  the  Gurgaon  and  Rewari  tahsils  and 
the  proximity  of  the  railway  render  them  also  comparatively  secure  ; 
and  the  part  of  the  district  which  requires  most  careful  watching  is 
the  low-lying  tract  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  hills  in  tahsils  Nuh 
and  Firozpur,  which  in  favourable  years  produces  excellent  crops, 
but  in  seasons  of  either  scanty  or  excessive  rainfall  gives  a  very  poor 
outturn,  and  where  the  peasantry  are  almost  entirely  thriftless  and 
spiritless  Meos. 
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13.  The  settlement  operations  proper  lasted  nearly  eight  years, 

and  including  the  revision  operations  the  district  was  practically 

under  settlement  from  1872  to  1883.  The 
Report,  sect.on  319.  ^  q{  ^  settleraenfc  proper  wag  9|  lakhg  of 

Revision,  section  68.        rupees,  and  of  the  revision  operations,  Rs. 

15,500.  Of  this  sum  about  4£  lakhs  was 
expended  from  patwari  and  settlement  fees,  and  the  cost  to  Govern- 
ment was  about  5^  lakhs,  which  was  more  than  covered  by  the 

increased  realisations  due  to  the  enhancement 
Revision,  section  14.        of  ^  assessment  during  the  first  five  years 

of  the  settlement. 

14.  Of  the  officers  mentioned  by  Mr.  Maconachie,  Altaf  Hosain 

has  lately  been  doing  good  work  as  Revenue 
Report,  section  318.  Assistant  in  Karnal ;  Naubahar-uddin  is  dead  ; 

and  Durga  Parshad  is  now  Revenue  Assistant  in  the  Ludhiana 
district.  The  others  were  transferred  to  the  Sirsa  settlement,  where 
they  for  the  most  part  maintained  the  character  here  given  them. 
The  Financial  Commissioner  regrets  that  Ajudhiaya  Parshad  who 

did  such  good  work  in  the  revision  operations 
Revision,  section  67.  should  have  succumbed  to  the  exposure  it 
entailed,  and  he  thinks  this  a  fitting  opportunity  for  some  recognition 
by  Government  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Roberts,  who  held  charge  of 
the  Gurgaon  district  during  the  years  of  distress,  and  to  whom  there- 
fore it  fell  to  give  effect  in  the  first  instance  to  the  orders  which 
refused  relief  and  subsequently  to  those  which  granted  it. 

15.  In  conclusion,  I  am  to  solicit  the  formal  sanction  of  Govern- 

ment to  the  record  of   rights  drawn  up  at 
Revision,  section  69.        ^  settlement   and  to  the  proceedings  in 

connection  with  the  assessment.  Sanction  will  be  necessary  to  the 
assessment  imposed  by  Mr.  Channing  from  kharif  1877  until  it  was 
revised  with  effect  from  kharif  1882.  The  assessment  as  then  per- 
manently reduced  by  Mr.  Wilson  should  be  formally  sanctioned  for 
the  remainder  of  the  30  years'  term  ending  with  rabi  1907,  also  the 
further  reduction  for  seven  years  ending  with  rabi  1889.  The 
balances  detailed  in  appendix  V  of  the  Revision  Report  to  the 

amount  of  Rs.  2,14,623  should  be  struck  off  as 
Revision,  section  32.  irrecoverablo.  The  change  of  instalments  in 
15  villages  also  requires  sanction.  The  Financial  Commissioner 
recommends  the  placing  under  fluctuating  assessment  of  the  two 
parts  of  villages  mentioned  in  section  62  and  the  reduction  of  the 
rates  there  proposed,  but  he  thinks  that  the  reduced  rates  should  be 

sanctioned  only  up  to  rabi  1889 ;  and  he 
Note,  Bcction  36.  does  not  recommend  the  change  in  the  rule 

for  remissions  in  case  of  submersion  advocated  by  Mr.  Wilson  in 
para  61  of  his  report.  No  other  matters  appear  to  require  special 
orders. 

1  have,  &c, 

J.  WILSON, 
Offg.  Senior  Secy,  to  Finl.  Commr.,  Punjab. 
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NOTE  ON  THE  SETTLEMENT  OPERATIONS 

IN  THE 

GURGAON  DISTRICT. 

A.  D.  1873  to  1883. 

1.  The  last  of  the  papers  connected  with  this  settlement,  viz.,  the 
letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Delhi  forwarding  Mr.  Wilson's  revision 
report,  reached  this  office  in  November  1883.  I  am  myself  respon- 
sible for  only  part  of  tho  delay  which  has  since  occurred  in  forward- 
ing the  final  report  for  the  orders  of  Government.  That  delay  has 
been  unavoidable  for  many  reasons,  which  are  well  known  to 
Government.  Moreover,  the  circumstances  which  followed  the  first 
announcementof  the  new  assessments  in  1877  were  so  unfortunate  and 
calamitous,  that,  in  the  interests  both  of  the  agriculturists  and  of  the 
Government,  more  than  usual  care  was  called  for  in  forming  a  final 
opinion  on  the  settlement.  In  1883,  at  its  last  stage,  all  immediate 
wants  had  been  met  in  a  very  liberal  manner  ;  and  with  the  return  of 
good  seasons  the  district  is  now  in  a  fair  way  to  recover  its  previous 
prosperity. 

2.  Leaving  matters  of  routine  to  be  disposed  of  in  my  Secretary's 
letter,  I  shall  confine  this  note  to  the  main  question,  viz.,  whether  the 
assessment  deals  fairly  with  the  respective  claims  of  tho  Government 
and  the  agriculturists. 

3.  There  are  some  points  on  which  I  wish  to  touch  as  little 
as  possible.  The  settlement  operations  of  the  old  Delhi  Division 
were  organised  under  great  difficulties.  Tho  work  was  not  controlled 
by  the  Settlement  Commissioner,  and  it  was  only  in  its  later  stages 
that  Colonel  Davies,  having  been  appointed  to  the  Delhi  Commissioner- 
ship,  was  able  to  supply  the  want  of  such  supervision.  The  district 
revenue  authorities  were  entirely  set  aside.  Mr.  Channing,  when 
appointed  to  the  charge  of  this  district  in  March  1873,  was  an  officer 
of  3  years'  standing,  absolutely  without  any  revenue  experience  or 
special  training.  And  his  native  subordinates  were  for  the  most  part 
gathered  from  Oudh  and  the  North-West  Provinces.  That,  under 
such  circumstances,  either  his  own  work  or  that  of  his  subordinates 
should  be  free  of  faults,  or  that  the  reasons  given  for  his  assessment 
of  individual  villages  should  be  always  free  from  error,  is  not  to  be 
expected.  But  whether  the  assessment  as  a  whole  was  right,  giving 
to  Government  an  increase  which,  with  reference  to  enhanced  prices 
and  extended  cultivation,  it  might  fairly  claim,  is  a  question  that  we 
may  now  treat  on  its  own  merits. 

4.  I  am  also  confident  that  no  one  will  carefully  read  the  7th 
chapter  of  Mr.  Channing's  final  report  without  being  most  favorably 
impressed.  The  State's  claims  on  the  ground  of  increased  prices  and 
increased  cultivation  are  moderately,  but  fully  stated.    They  are  on 
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no  occasion  strained.  And  on  the  other  hand  they  are  always  put 
aside  and  reduced  when  the  other  circumstances  of  a  tract,  so  far  as 
Mr.  Channing  understood  these  circumstances,  appeared  to  require 
this  course. 

5.  To  proceed  with  my  subject.  A  spur  of  the  Aravalli  moun- 
tains divides  the  Gurgaon  district  into  two  halves.  The  eastern  half 
inclndes  the  tahsils  of  Nuh,  Palwal  and  Firozpur,  and  consists  mainly 
of  a  broad  plain  of  level  fertile  loam  stretching  from  the  hills  to  the 
Jumna.  The  Landoha  valley  and  the  depressed  basin  round  Nuh,  both 
of  which  tracts  lie  at  the  immediate  base  of  the  dividing  range,  form  an 
exception  to  this  general  description,  and  their  characteristics  will  be 
separately  noticed  later  on.  The  western  half  of  the  district  includes 
the  tahsils  of  Gurgaon  and  Rewari,  and  is  for  the  most  part  a  plain  of 

good,  but  generally  sandy,  soil,  traversed  by 
drainage  channels,  that  with  one  exception 
derive  their  chief  supply  from  the  Raj- 
putana  territory  on  the  south,  and  discharge 
into  the  Najafgarh  jhil  on  the  north.  To  an  officer 
to  deal  with  the  richer  sub-Himalayan  tracts,  the 
character  of  the  agriculture  is  significantly  marked  by  the 
absence  of  wheat  cultivation,  except  on  land  adjacent  to  the  chief 
drainage  lines  and  basins  (jhils),  and  by  the  predominance  of  bajra 
and  barley.  Even  on  the  land  irrigated  by  wells,  barley,  not  wheat, 
is  the  usual  crop.  And  this  predominance  of  barley  and  bajra  is  not 
to  be  explained  by  the  character  of  the  soil,  but  by  the  character  of 
the  rainfall.  The  soil  is  excellent,  but  the  rainfall  is  not  sufficient  for 
wheat  and  joar  ;  though  in  Palwal  in  a  good  year  a  very  consider- 
able area  of  joar  is  grown. 

6.  The  character  of  the  rainfall  is  such  as  to  be  only  very 
Rainfall  and  iu  failures,  imperfectly  expressed  by  inches  and  averages. 
Report,  sections  7 and  10.  The  district  is  outside  the  sub-Himalayan 
Revision,  section  2.  region  where  the  circumstances  of  consecutive 

years  vary  little  above  and  below  the  average  necessary  to  its 
agriculture.  Even  the  total  figures  of  any  given  year  are  a  very 
imperfect  guide  to  its  results.  The  rabi  fall  is  very  small,  though 
the  kharif  fall  is  fairly  large.    In  both  seasons  the  kharif  fall  would 


Kashanti. 
Sahli. 
Indori. 
Badshahpur. 

themselves 
accustomed 


Average  data  fumithed  by  the  Meteorological 
Department,  Government  of  India. 


Average  rainfall  in 

1st  April 
to  80th 
September. 

1st  October 
to 

81st  March. 

DinJa         ...         ...  ••• 

1268 

226 

Hissar  ... 

14*19 

2-25 

Gurgaon  ... 

24-79 

2-40 

Rohtak    ...  ... 

1768 

268 

Delhi   it 

28  4f 

887 

appear  to  bo  much  the 
same  as  that  of  Rohtak, 
but  inferior  to  that  of 
Delhi.  No  figures  that 
I  can  conveniently  quote 
will  fully  show  this.  But 
no  one  will  road  these 
reports  and  deny  that 
agricultural  distress  is 
otherwise  than  frequent, 
being  caused  usually  by 
successive  years  of  short 
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and  unseasonable  rainfall,  and  sometimes,*  as  in  1879,  by  excessivo 
falls  and  consequent  sickness.  One  of  the  strongest  of  the  impressions 
gathered  by  me  from  the  study  of  these  papers  is  that  we  ourselves 
and  our  predecessors  have  alike  exaggerated  the  effect  of  our  assess- 
ments and  of  the  reductions  thereof  on  the  prosperity  of  the  district. 
When  agriculturists  are  in  distress,  any  help,  whether  in  the  shape  of 
suspensions,  reductions,  or  takkavi,  is  valuable.  But  where  agriculture 
is  supported  by  so  uncertain  a  rainfall  as  that  of  Gurgaon,  no 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  the  State's  demand  will  obviate  the 
necessity  for  giving  large  suspensions  whenever  a  serious  failure  of 
the  rainfall  takes  place. 

Reading  Mr.  Charm  in  it's  accounts  of  what  occurred  in  many  parts 
«.     Palwal,  at  section    of  the  district  between  the  years  1837  and 
129  of  his  report.  1842,  as  also  in  previous  years,  it  woul<J 

appear  as  if  successive  calamities  were  caused  by  high  assessments 
and  cured  by  their  reduction.  I  believe  this  inference  to  be  incorrect. 
The  assessments  of  1842  and  previous  years  were  higher  than  any  we 
now  make,  prices  were  lower,  and  our  collection  proceedings  were 
rigid  ;  but  what  broke  the  agriculturists  down  was  a  succession  of  bad 
years,  and  what  restored  their  prosperity,  equally  in  those  days  and 
on  the  last  and  most  recent  occasion,  was  the  reoccurrence  of  good 
years.  I  earnestly  hope  that  this  will  be  remembered  when  trouble 
next  comes.  A  fair  view  should  be  taken  of  the  distress ;  proportionate 
suspensions  should  be  promptly  given,  and  takkavi  advances  also  as 
required.  If  assessments  are  wrong,  alter  them  by  all  means ;  but 
the  main  difficulty  is  due,  not  to  the  assessments,  but  to  the  seasons, 
and  will  pass  away  when  they  improve. 

7.    I  do  not  propose  to  follow  the  reporting  officers  in  much 
Prices.  detail  into  the  question  of  prices.    It  is  un- 

Beport,  section  92.  deniable  that  the  condition  of  the  agriculturist 

Revision,  section  52.  js  jn  this  respect  enormously  improved  as 
compared  with  the  state  of  affairs  which  prevailed  before  A.  D.  1860. 
Produce  sells  now  at  a  much  higher  value  ;  there  are  greatly  improved 
facilities  of  export,  and  it  is  therefore  easier  to  sell,  and  it  is  probable 
that  even  the  inferior  grains  and  pulses  can  be  and  are  sold  in  the 
market  to  a  very  much  larger  extent  than  was  the  case  formerly. 
Moreover  fluctuations  of  prices  are  now  less  severe  and  sudden  than 
was  the  case  40  years  ago.  Taking  ltewari  as  the  largest  grain  mart 
in  the  district,  the  prices  relied  on  in  the  assessment  and  those  subse- 
quently current  are  (stated  in  seers  per  rupee)  : — 
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Produce. 

Average  price. 

Price  assumed  on 
assessment  papers. 

20  years  end- 
ing 1857. 

20  years  end- 
ing 1877. 

5  years  end- 
ing 1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

- ■ 

Wheat 

32 

25 

17 

19 

20 

23 

29 

Gram 

42 

32 

20 

25 

30 

34 

36 

Barley 

47 

38 

23 

27 

27 

30 

41 

Cotton,  uncleaned  ... 

19 

9 

9 

9 

10 

9 

12 

J  oar 

44 

32 

23 

23 

27 

26 

39 

Bajra 

42 

28 

23 

21 

31 

30 

34 

Moth 

44 

30 

22 

23 

27 

27 

39 

Sales  and  mortgages. 
Kcport,  sections  59  and 

\ 

Revision,  sections  10,  11, 


Before  1837  prices  were  still  cheaper.    Making  all  allowances 

_   .  .        t"    a«         ^or  Government's  present  policy  of  assessing 
vision,  section  as.        nQw,  ^  ft  smaner  SQare  0f  the  rent  than  was 

the  rule  40  years  ago,  it  is  difficult  to  resist  the  conclusion  that, 
given  fairly  prosperous  years,  the  Government  is  now  entitled  to  a 
higher  assessment  than  was  assessed  in  1842. 

8.    A  like  conclusion  is  suggested  by  the  altered  value  of  land. 

The  accompanying  figures,  taken  partly  from 
the  Assessment  and  Settlement  Reports  and 
partly  from  the  Annual  Revenue  Reports, 
•  — .  show  that  the  selling  price  of  land  in  the 
district  taken  as  a  whole  has  gone  steadily 
up  from  Rs.  4  to  Rs.  19  per  acre,  and  from  five  to  fifteen  times 
the  assessment.  It  is  noticeable  that  the  higest  prices  known 
for  land  have  prevailed  in  the  last  quinquennial  period  after 
the  assessment  had  been  increased  and  after  the  worst  of  the 
distress.  The  mortgage  statistics  also,  while  they  show  that 
during  the  most  critical  period  in  the  recent  history  of  the  district, 
the  value  of  land  as  security  for  debt  had  fallen,  give  evidence  that 
it  is  now  again  rising,  and  if  they  are  to  be  trusted,  show  that  the 
land  is  now  accepted  as  security  for  a  debt  amounting  on  the  average 
to  Rs.  19  per  acre,  or  thirteen  times  its  assessment.  The  figures  for 
the  different  tahsils  show  similar  results ;  the  most  noticeable  feature 
being  that  in  tahsil  Rewari  land  continues  to  command  a  very  low 
price. 
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Sales  of  land,  whole  district ,  Gurgaon. 


• 

Period. 

Area  sold 
in  acres. 

Price  per 
acre. 

Price  per 
riiDee  of 
land  revenue 

1857-60 

. « . 

•  •  1 

3,021 

Rs. 
4 

Rs. 

5 

1861-65 

to 

•  •• 

11,553 

4 

5 

1866-70 

•  •  t 

•  <• 

5  581 

8 

8 

1871-75 

• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

5,899 

12 

12 

1876-80 

.«• 

•  •• 

13,741 

17 

13 

1880-85 

•  •• 

16,082 

19 

15 

Mortgages  of  Und. 


Mortgage-debt. 

Source  of  information. 

Period. 

Area 
mortgaged 
in  acres. 

Per  acre. 

Per  rupee 
of  land 
revenue. 

» 

Rs. 

* 

Rs. 

Reportysection  60  ... 

Up   to  Jnne 
1877. 

.  64,085 

24 

18 

* 

Do.          do.  ... 

From  July  1877 
to  December 
1878. 

44,142 

14 

10 

Revenue  report 

1876-80  ... 

65,351 

15 

11 

... 

1881-85  ... 

23,843 

19 

.  13 

Digitized  by  Google 


(   26  ) 


The  same  figures  for  each  tahsil  are — 


Sales. 

Mortgage  s. 

T  A  ■  •  I  t. 

Ill*  1  — 

Price, 
R$. 

J 

fort  gage  debt, 
R*. 

Period.  J 

Veres. 

Per 

acre. 

Per 
rupee 
of  re- 
renue. 

Period. 

Acres. 

Per 
acre.  C 

Per 
rupw 

nuo. 

PsJwal  ..-j 

1857-60  1 

1861-65 

1866-70 

1871-75 

1877-79 

880 
1,119 
1,341 
1,372 

602 

2 
3 

22 
26 
13 

3 
4 

Q 
V 

23 
16 
38 

To  Jane  1877 
1877  to  1878 

10,434 
4,454 

26 
14 

21 
11 

{ 

Firozpur  • 

1857-60 
1861-65 
1866-70 
1871-76 
1877-79 
1882-85 

2 
2 
178 
26 
1,290 
2  260 

26 
18 
17 

140 
31 
14 

8 

12 

1  1 

J.  L 

60 
18 
12 

To  June  1877 
1877  to  1878 

21,279 
10,666 

29 

27 

18 

ID 

Huh              ..  1 

1857-60 
1861-65 
1866-70 
1871-75 
1877-79 
1882-85 

470 

70 
1,436 
475 
555 
258 

7 
27 

7 
19 
44 
41 

28 
23 
9 
20 
42 
22 

To  June  1877 
1877  to  1878 

24,969 
12,121 

23 
12 

18 

( 

i 

Gurgaon         ...  S 

1857-60 
1861-65 
1866-70 
1871-75 
1877-79 
1882  85 

708 
2,277 
1,326 
1,234 

500 
2,165 

2 
5 
8 
10 
25 
33 

2 
10 
12 
12 
17 
24 

To  Ju«e  1877 
1877  to  1878 

3,989 
2,961 

14 

13 

12 

12 

Bewari           ...  < 

'  1857-60 
.  1861-65 
1  1866-70 
k  1871-75 
1  1877-79 
,  1882  85 

961 
8,085 
1,300 
2,792 

584 
3,936 

5 
4 

7 
6 
26 
10 

4 
4 

6 
6 
6 
7 

To  June  1877 
1877  to  1878 

3,414 

13,950 

9 
6 

7 
6 

I  do  not  concur  in  much  which  has  been  written  concerning 
the  sudden  increase  of  mortgages  after  1877.  That  increase  was 
caused  in  part  by  too  rigid  collections  ;  but  under  the  calamities  with 
which  the  district  was  contending,  it  would  have  occurred  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  even  if  adequate  suspensions  had  been  promptly 
given,  and  that  in  the  face  of  those  calamities  and  over-rigid  collec- 
tions so  much  money  should  have  been  advanced  readily  on  mortgages 
shows  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  more  prosperous  and  far-seeing 
members  of  the  agricultural  community  (I  include  the  money-lenders 
in  this  term),  the  land  was  not  over-assessed,  and  the  difficulties  were 
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only  temporary.  In  Firozpur  and  Nuh  it  would  appear  that  more 
than  a  fifth  of  the  cultivation  is  thus  encumbered  ;  but  in  the  other 
tahsils  the  proportion  of  the  land  charged  with  mortgages  is  not 
higher  than  is  commonly  found  in  a  prosperous  tract.    It  is  worth 

Revision  ll  and  13  wn^e  adding  that  during  the  last  four  years 
ension.  para«.  an  j  1,300  acres  have  been  redeemed  from  mort- 
gage. The  equity  and  policy  involved  in  excluding  mortgages  from 
the  benefit  of  the  temporary  reductions  of  assessment  allowed  in 
order  to  enable  villages  to  recover  from  the  effect  of  bad  seasons 
appear  to  me  open  to  grave  question.  These  men  acquired  their  hold- 
ings in  the  hope  of  the  recurrence  of  good  seasons :  the  repeated 
failures  must  have  affected  their  profits  in  the  same  degree  as  those 
of  the  other  agriculturists,  and  whatever  relief  was  deemed  necessary, 
they  should  have  shared  in  it.  Whatever  discourages  the  ready 
advance  of  money  to  agriculturists  in  times  of  distress  is  injurious  to 
them,  and  in  this  particular  instance  the  measures  adopted  probably 
had  this  further  effect  that  they  weakened  the  mortgagor's  desire  to 
redeem  the  land. 

9.  Mr.  Wilson  shows  that  up  to  1838  A.D.  land  paid  no  rent 
tentg.  in  excess  of  the  Government's  assessment, 

Report,  section  90.  whereas  now  it  can  usually  be  rented  for  twice 

Rerision,  section*  M  to  57.    the    assessment.    One-sixth  of   the  whole 

cultivation  is  so  held,  that  is  to  say,  in  Palwal  and  Firozpur  about  a 

fifth,  and  in  the  other  tahsils  about  one-eighth. 

10.  And  though  since  1877  the  population  has  owing  to  abnormal 
Population.  causes  decreased  from  about  689,000  to  about 

Report,  section  39.  650,000,  it  should  be  remembered  that  during 

Revision,  section  6.  ^he  previous  20  years  the  agricultural  seasons 

and  trade  prospects  of  the  district  were  favorable  to  its  increase. 
The  population  did  in  fact  increase  4  per  cent.,  and  it  is  not  over- 
sanguine  to  hope  that  with  returning  years  of  prosperity  the  like 
increase  will  again  take  place. 

11.  In  the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  since  1877  much 
incrtoMe  of  cultivation.  has  been  said  on  the  question  whether  the 
Revision,  sections  7,  40,    Settlement  Officer  assumed  too  large  an  area 

of  cultivation.  The  answer  to  this  question 
depends  on  what  is  to  be  understood  as  the  area  cultivated.  The 
agriculturists  apply  the  term  to  the  area  under  husbandry,  and  insist 

on  charging  as  cultivated  all  land  which  is 
See  Revision,  para  41.      cropped  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  local 

agriculture.  I  see  nothing  in  the  papers  be- 
fore me  which  justifies  the  inference  that  the  cultivated  area,  defined 
in  this  sense,  was  over-estimated.  If,  however,  we  inauire  whether 
the  Settlement  Officer  assumed  a  larger  average  annual  area  of  crops 
than  was  justified  by  the  local  conditions  of  the  agriculture,  it  must, 
•  It  will  be  understood  1  fcnink>  be  admitted  that  he  probably  did.  Up 
that  I  am  writing  of  past,  to  1879  *  no  Settlement  Officer  ever  recorded 
not  present  practioe.  from  year  to  year  the  crops  of  his  charge,  all 
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he  did  was  to  write  down  against  each  field  the  crop  which  was  grow- 
ing on  it  at  the  date  of  measurement,  or  if  it  lay  fallow  the  crop  last 
grown  or  next  to  be  grown.  His  total  crop  areas  were  the  aggregate 
of  these  entries.  And  it  is  highly  improbablo  that  in  a  district  such 
as  Gurgaon,tho  crop  areas  so  reduced  represented  the  areas  ordinarily 
reaped  by  the  agriculturist  in  an  average  year.  Argument  and 
inference  on  a  foundation  of  this  nature  is  unsafe.  As  I  have  no 
personal  knowledge  of  the  Gurgaon  district,  I  cannot  say  how  far  it 
is  possible  in  each  tahsil  to  frame  an  average  estimate  of  the  annual 
crop  area.  The  difficulty  of  making  such  an  estimate  in  tracts  of 
insecure  agriculture  has  only  been  realised  since  Settlement  Officers 
began  to  record  the  crops  of  each  year.  But  from  recent  experience 
in  Sirsa,  Karnal  and  Umballa,  I  am  convinced  that  the  area  of  crops 
successfully  harvested  varies  within  much  wider  limits  than  are 

indicated  by  the  statistics  gathered  by  Mr. 
Wilson  from  the  annual  reports.  It  is  very 
difficult  for  our  Revenue  establishments,  even 
under  the  closest  supervision,  to  face  the  per- 
sonal responsibility  involved  in  writing  down  the  full  extent  of  crop 
failures.  In  this  respect  we  are,  I  hope,  gradually  arriving  at  more 
correct  work.  But  I  do  not  trust  the  areas  stated  in  the  papers 
before  me,  and  I  only  partly  trust  the  areas  for  the  past  3  years  given 
in  the  return  appended:,  supplied  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  at  my 
request  for  the  purposes  of  this  review.  The  fluctuations  in  the  area 
of  successful  agriculture  are  greater  than  our  returns  show.  And 
there  seems  reason  to  doubt  whether  the  area  actually  harvested 
during  the  past  two  years  has  been  as  large  as  the  returns  show. 

(Thousands  of  Acres.) 


Revision,  section  7. 


Tahsil. 


Palwal 

Nuh 

Firozpur 


R«wari 


1883. 


Rabi. 


Total 


86 

•  •  • 

75 

■  •  • 

76 

•  •  • 

43 

•  •  • 

46 

... 

327 


Kharif. 


85 
79 

"99 

■  •  • 

116 
132 

•  •  • 

511 


838 


1884. 


Rabi. 


72 

•  •  • 

53 
52 

•  •  • 

46 
... 
41 

•  •  • 

265 


Kharif. 


142 

•  •  « 

137 

•  •  • 

110 

•  •  • 

138 

•  •  • 

164 

... 
691 


256 


1885. 


Rabi. 


88 

•  •• 

88 

•  •  • 

88 

"62 
... 
53 

•  ■  • 

380 


Kharif. 


123 
102 
83 


145 


545 


925 
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12.    On  the  question  of  the  character  and  value  of  the  newly 

cultivated  land,  it  will  be  best  for  me  to  place 
•ultiration  on  record  sonie  remarks  recently  written  by 

Mr.  Channing  in  reply  to  my  inquiries  : — 

"  In  Gurgaon  the  original  settlement  Shajras  were  not  in 
"  existence  in  the  greater  part  of  the  district,  but  on  the  other  hand 
"  we  had  the  old  Revenue  Survey  maps  made  some  ten  years  before 
"  the  settlement,  and  these  I  always  took  about  with  me  in  camp 
"  when  doing  my  village  inspections  ;  and  I  made  a  point  of  consult- 
"  ing  them.  I  did  not  overlook  the  question  as  to  the  lands  which 
"  had  been  broken  up  since  settlement.  I  used  the  survey  maps  as 
"  my  main  guide  in  the  matter,  and  used  also  to  question  the  zamin- 
"  dars.  But  the  point  was  one  of  very  different  importance  in  different 
"  parts  of  the  district ;  in  a  good  deal  of  Palwal — the  only  difference 
"  in  the  land  is  its  distance  from  the  village  site  in  parts  of  Firozpur, 
"  there  would  be  four  different  zones  in  village  after  village,  the  best 
"  in  good  seasons  growing  unirrigated  sugarcane,  the  worst  growing 
"  only  jowar.  The  general  result  of  my  inquiries  was  something  of 
"  this  kind.  The  previous  settlement  had  been  made  after  a  succes- 
"  sion  of  seasons  of  somewhat  scanty  rainfall ;  during  those  years 
"  the  lighter  soils  (which  as  is  well  known,  and  as  I  find  to  be  the 
"  fact  here  in  Hissar)  require  less  rainfall  than  the  really  better  soils 
"  had  answered  better  than  the  latter ;  and  so  in  villages  with  a 
"  mixture  of  sandy  and  good  loams,  the  area  cultivated  at  settlement 
"  was  more  ordinarily  the  sandy  loams  than  the  good  loams ;  the 
"  mag&a  rather  than  the  narmot.  So,  again,  in  the  hill  villages  of 
"  the  Firozpur  valley,  which  stretch  from  the  hills  down  into  the 
u  Landoha  valley,  I  found  (a  fact  which  has  often  been  dwelt  upon, 
"  notably  by  Carey,  the  Political  Economist)  that  the  best  soils  were 
"  not  the  first  cultivated  ;  they  were  uncultivated  at  the  time  of  the 
u  Revenue  Survey  :  cultivation  began  with  tho  moderately  good, 
easily  worked  soils,  extended  then  to  the  better  but  more  difficultly 
"  cultivated  land,  and  finally  the  very  poor  bhur  soils  were  taken  into 
"  cultivation.  Very  stiff  clays  fit  for  gram  only  were  generally  taken 
"  very  late  into  cultivation.  In  the  tracts  whore  the  largest  amount 
"  of  increase  was  taken  the  land  is  singularly  homogenous,  and 
"  where  it  is  not,  except  in  tho  few  villages  which  happened  to  contain 
"  very  bad  bhur  or  very  stiff  clay,  the  newly  cultivated  soils  were  not 
"  inferior  to  those  cultivated  at  settlement,  more  often  for  the  reason 
"  above  explained  they  were  better  ;  the  distinctly  poor  bhur  soils  were 
"  generally  among  the  newly  cultivated  lands,  and  I  always  treated 
"  them  as  such ;  and  in  villages  containing  them  you  will  often  find  the 
"  point  noted  in  my  village  note  books  ;  but  where  the  village  lands 
u  did  not  differ  much  in  quality,  I  did  not  notice  the  matter,  and  I 
"  probably  did  not  where  I  knew  that  the  new  lands  were  not  inferior. 
"  I  had  to  write  up  the  1,200  village  note  books  in  odds  and  ends  of 
u  time  when  I  was  Secretary  to  the  Financial  Commissioner,  and 
"  naturally  confined  myself,  as  I  have  stated  in  my  Settlement  Report, 
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"  to  such  remarks  as  were  required  to  explain  the  divergences  from 
"  the  circle  rates. 

* 

"  To  sum  up — 

"  (i). — I  did  take  pains  to  inform  myself  as  to  the  character  of 
"  the  new  cultivation. 

"(ii). — In  villages  with  very  poor  soils  it  may  safely  be  assumed 
"  that  these  form  part  of  the  newly  cultivated  land. 

"  (iii). — In  villages  with  patches  of  very  stiff  clay  the  same 
"  assumption  may  safely  be  made. 

"(iv). — Elsewhere  it  cannot  be  assumed  that  the  new  lands  are 
"  worse  than  the  old  ;  over  a  good  deal  of  the  east  of  the  district  the 
u  fact  is  rather  the  reverse.  At  last  settlement  many  of  the  best 
u  villages" were  almost  uncultivated,  while  those  with  inferior  soils 
u  were  doing  fairly  well.  And  compare  also  the  increase  in  assess- 
"  ment  in  the  good  loam  and  in  the  sandy  tracts." 

These  remarks  contain  important  information  as  to  the  character 
of  the  new  cultivation,  and  they  will  furnish  a  valuable  guide  to  the 
officer  who,  in  1889,  will  have  to  enforce  the  full  assessment.  I  believe 
all  assessing  officers  have  a  tendency  to  deal  in  this  matter  too  much 
with  village  totals,  and  it  greatly  strengthens  an  officer's  position  if 
he  can  put  his  hands  on  the  newly  cultivated  blocks,  and  say  this  is 
the  land  in  respect  of  which  I  am  raising  the  assessment. 

13.  The  classification  of  soils  appears  to  me  to  have  been  carried  too 
goijg  far.    It  was  no  doubt  necessary  to  distinguish 

between  lands  irrigated  by  wells,  flooded  lands 
and  other  cultivation.  But  the  further  classification  of  the  dry  lands 
under  so  many  as  four  heads  cannot  have  been  needed,  in  most  tracts 
it  would  havo  been  sufficient  if  the  bhur  had  been  distinguished  from 
the  bettor  dry  lands. 

14.  Up  to  the  time  when  Mr.  Channing's  assessments  wero 
Histo    of  the  a  icul-    en^orce^  m  *887  there  is  nothing  in  the 

turo  from  1877  to  date.'01*     assessment  reports  to  show  that  the  probable 
iteport,  section  10.  periodical  recurrence  of  bad  years  was  realised, 

Revisions,  sections  3, 4, 5.    or  t)ia^  jn  framing  the  assessments  much 

allowance  was  made  for  such  years.  I  would  not,  however,  discredit 
the  assessments  merely  on  this  ground,  for  no  reduction  in  the 
standard  of  assessment  will  avoid  the  necessity  for  suspensions  in 
bad  years ;  and  the  ultimate  realisation  of  such  suspensions  will 
always  be  governed  more  by  the  duration  of  the  distress  than  by  the 
relation  which  the  assessment  bears  to  the  produce  of  a  fairly  good 
year.  But  the  fact  that  no  largo  allowance  has  been  made  for  bad 
seasons  is  a  very  important  one,  and  should  have  its  due  weight  when 
bad  seasons  occur.  Mr.  Wilson  shows  that  for  six  years  succeeding 
the  introduction  of  the  new  assessments  (kharif  1877)  the  harvests 
were  bad,  excepting  only  the  kharif  of  1879,  when  the  district 
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suffered  so  severely  from  fever  that  the  crops  could  not  be  reaped  ; 
the  whole  population  was  prostrated,  and  about  a  seventh  of  the 
population  died.  I  have  a  difficulty  in  believing  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  series  of  bad  years  the  district  lost  so  much  as 
half  its  cattle  and  a  third  of  its  plough  bullocks,  but  stress  need  not 
be  laid  on  proportion  lost.  That  the  officers  who  had  the  best 
opportunity  of  observing  the  loss  should  have  placed  it  at  so  high  a 
figure  sufficiently  evidences  the  magnitude  of  the  loss.  The  district 
first  lost  its  crops,  then  its  cattle,  and  almost  immediately  afterwards 
was  swept  with  fatal  disease.  The  revenue  collections  were  not  adjust- 
ed to  the  troubles  of  the  period.   Eighty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  demand 

Revision  section  13         WES  co^ec*e(^  m  J  877,  and  in  subsequent  years 

up  to  the  end  of  1862  nearly  the  full  demand ; 
indeed,  adding  in  all  items,  in  two  years  more  than  the  full  demand. 
I  can  only  explain  this  administrative  action  on  the  assumption  that 
the  cumulative  character  of  the  distress  was  not  realised.  The  whole 
narrative  is  a  strong  illustration  of  what  I  pointed  out  in  my 
Famine  Report  that  agricultural  distress  depends  much  less  on  the 
results  of  one  season,  than  on  the  successive  recurrence  of  bad  seasons. 

15.    It  is  not  surprising  that  such  circumstances  should  have 
Re{..  led  up  to  largo  measures  of  relief.    The  fol- 

Measures  of  1883  and  lowing  account  of  the  measures  initiated  for 
final  results  of  the  settle-  this  purpose  at  the  end  of  1883  is  taken  from 
ment-  the  District  Gazetteer. 


In  1882  the  hopes  that  had  till  then  been  entertained  by  Govern- 
ment that  the  return  of  good  seasons  would  enable  the  district  to 
recover  from  its  depression  were  given  up,  and  special  measures  of 
relief  were  sanctioned.    Each  village  in  the  district  was  inspected, 
and  its  condition  compared  with  what  it  had  been  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  distress.    Reductions  of  assessment  for  the  whole 
term  of  settlement  were  granted  to  nearly  half  the  villages,  bringing 
the  total  land  revenue  down  from  Rs.  12,78,113  to  Rs.  12,27,424,  a 
reduction  of  Rs.  50,689,  or  4  per  cent.,  and  in  addition  to  this  tem- 
porary reduction  for  seven  years  were  granted  to  911  of  the  1,264 
villages,  the  result  being  that  the  net  revenue  demand  was  reduced 
by  Rs.  1,43,089,  or  12  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  12,28,525  in  1882-83  to 
Rs.  10,85,436  in  1883-84,  or  practically  the  same  as  it  had  been  before 
the  revision  of  the  assessment  in  1877.    Remissions  to  the  amount 
of  Rs.  2,00,522,  or  one-sixth  of  a  year's  demand,  were  also  granted, 
and  advances  to  the  amount  of  a  lakh-and-a-half  of  rupees  were  made 
to  the  peasants  for  the  purchase  of  plough  bullocks.    The  total 
results  of  the  district  are  as  follows  : — 
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The  sanctioned  revenue  roll  for  1882-83  (Finan- 
cial  Commissioner's   No.  1289,  dated  6th 


February  1882)  was    Rs.  12,28,525. 

To  this  may  be  added — 

Temporarily  remitted  on  well  leases  ...  9,293 

Ala  Lambardars' allowances         ...  ...  7,772 

Zaildars'  allowances       ...          ...  ...  12,527 

Remitted  on  gardens      ...          ...  ...  1,940 

Inams...          ...          ...          ...  ...  730 

Jagir  and  niafi  ...          ...          ...  ...  17,326 


Total  former  assessment  ...12,78,113 

The  reductions  made  for  the  term  of  settlement 

leave  the  total  assessment  ...  ...  12,27,424 

Of  which  the  following  is  the  detail : — 

Rs. 

Jagir  and  mafi                   ...          ...          ...  17,040 

Inams                  ...          ...          ...          ...  730 

Remitted  on  gardens          ...          ...          ...  1,933 

Zaildars' allowances           ...          ...          ...  12,017 

Ala  Lambardars'  allowances             ...          ...  7,437 

Temporarily  remitted  on  well  leases  ...          ...  9,025 

Balance,  which  would  be  the  revenue  roll  to  be 
sanctioned  for   1883-84  were  no  further 

temporary  reductions  granted     ...          ...  11,79,242 


The  reductions  granted  for  the  term  of  settlement  thus  reduce 
the  total  assessment  (including  assignments)  from  Rs.  12,78,113  to 
Rs.  12,27,424,  a  reduction  of  Rs.  50,689,  or  4  per  cent.,  which  leaves 
the  total  assessment  still  11  per  cent,  above  the  amount  of 
Rs.  1 1,03,339  at  which  it  stood  before  the  recent  revision.  The  reduc- 
tion granted  in  each  tahsil  is  as  follows  :  — 


Tahsil. 

Total  atuument  of 

Redaction 
per  cent. 

Total  assess- 
ment of 
previous 

settlement. 

Percentage 
by  which 

reduced  as- 
sessment  still 
exceeds  that 

of  previous 

settlement. 

1882-83. 

1883-84. 

Paliral 

Firozpur 
Null 

Gurgaon 

Ke  tv  ar  i             . . . 

Total 

2,85,482 
2,38,503 
2,59,809 
2,17,4.32 
2,76,827 

2,78,722 
2,25,623 
2,41,584 
2,10,253 
2,71,242 

2k 
5} 
7 
3i 

2 

2,14,668 
2,08,759 
2,11,360 
1,96,614 
2,72,038 

30 
8 

14 
7 

• 

12,78,113 

 — 

12,27,424 

4 

11,03,339 

11 
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Thus,  were  no  temporary  reductions  granted,  the  rovenue  roll 
for  1883-84  would  be  Rs.  11,79,242.  The  reductions  granted  for 
seven  years  amount  on  this  sum  to  Rs.  93,800,  or  8  per  cent.,  and  with 
the  permanent  reductions  bring  the  actual  revenue  roll  down  from 
Rs.  1,28,525  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  10,85,036  in  1883-84,  a  reduction  of 
Rs.  1,43,089,  or  12  per  cent.,  leaving  the  actual  revenue  roll  just 
below  what  it  was  in  1876-77,  the  last  year  before  the  new  assessment 
came  into  force,  viz,  Rs.  10,86,113.  This  total  reduction  of 
Rs.  1,43,089  is  made  up  of  reductions  determined  for  each  village 
individually.    It  is  distributed  as  follows  over  the  several  tahsils  : — 


• 

Taluil. 

Revenue  roll 
for  1882-83. 

Reduced 
revenue  roll 
for  1883-84. 

Reduction, 
per  cont. 

Rerenuoroll 
of  1876  77. 

Increase  or 
decrease  per 
cent,  over 
revenue  roll 
of  1876-77. 

Palwal 

Firoipor 

Nuh 

Gargaon 
Rewari 

Total 

2,77,885 
2.31.G13 
2,53,634 
2,03,770 
2,61,623 

2,51,329 
2,00,852 
2,11,473 
1,84,097 
2,37,085 

10 
13 
17 
9 
9 

2,14,374 
2,08,019 
2,10,035 
1,91,060 
2,62,025 

+  17 

-  3 
+  1 

-  2 

-  9 

12,28,525 

10,85,436 

12 

10,80,113 

0 

Thus  while  the  reduced  revenue  roll  for  1883-84  is  for  the  whole 
district  much  the  same  as  it  was  in  1876-77,  it  shows  an  increase  of 
17  per  cent,  for  tahsil  Palwal,  a  largo  decrease  of  9  per  cent,  for 
Rewari,  a  small  reduction  for  Gurgaon  and  Firozpur,  and  a  small  in- 
crease for  Nuh.  As  compared  with  the  revenuo  roll  for  1882-83,  the 
reduction  is  latest  in  the  two  tahsils  of  Nuh  and  Firozpur,  and 
much  the  same  in  the  other  three  tahsils.  Of  tho  1,264  villages  in 
the  district  reductions  were  granted  for  the  term  of  settlement  to 
573,  and  either  for  the  term  of  settlement  or  for  seven  years  to  911, 
as  follows : — 


Number  to  tohich  reduction 

Total  number 

has  been  granted. 

TahBil. 

of  villages. 

For  term  of 

For  at  least 

settlemeht. 

soven  years. 

Palwal 

•  >  • 

■  •  i 

195 

50 

121 

Firozpur 

•  •  * 

244 

145 

205 

Nuh 

•  *  • 

»  •  - 

289 

205 

249 

Gurgaon 

•VI 

•  •  • 

227 

85 

142 

Rewari 

•  •  . 

309 

88 

194 

» 

Total 

•  •  ■ 

1,264 



573 

911 

Permanent  reductions  have  been  granted  all  over  the  district, 
except  in  the  tract  in  Palwal  watered  by  the  Agra  canal,  in  a  tract 
about  Gurgaon,  and  another  about  Rewari,  and  they  are  most  numer- 
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oua  and  largest  in  the  Nun  Dahar,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the 
reductions  for  at  least  seven  years.  On  31st  March  1883  the  arrears 
of  the  kharif  instalment  amounted  to  Rs.  2,55,636,  besides  unremitted 
arrears  of  former  instalments  amounting  to  Rs.  6,609.  Mr.  Wilson, 
who  consulted  with  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  thus  reports  their 
proposals  regarding  these  balances  : — 

a  The  remission  of  these  balances  is  iu  the  present  state  of  the 
"  district,  almost  more  important  than  the  reduction  of  the  assessment. 
"We  recommend  the  remission  of  Rs.  1,95,433  of  the  kharif  instal- 
"  ment  of  1882,  and  of  Rs.  5,090  of  the  unremitted  balances  of  former 
"  instalments;  total  remission  of  arrears,  Rs.  2,00,523,  or  one-sixth  of 
"a  year's  jama.  The  remaining  unremitted  arrears,  Rs.  61,722,  we 
"thought  should  be  realized  without  delay,  and  orders  were  issued 
"  to  the  Tahsildars  accordingly.  All  of  this  sum,  except  Rs.  3,602, 
a  had  been  realized  by  the  31st  July.  The  details  of  the  remissions 
"  for  the  different  tahsils  are  as  follows  : — 


Tahsils. 

Now  recommended. 

• 

No.  of 
Tillages. 

From  1877 
to  kharif 

1881 
(approxi- 
mately). 

For  rabi 
1882. 

No.  of 
villages. 

For  former 
iustal- 
mente. 

For 
kharif 
1882. 

Palwal 

Firozpur 
Nuh 

Gurgaon 
Reward 

Total 

11 
164 
166 

47 

• 

166 
60,424 
34,984 
8,338 

5,308 
18,827 
25,436 

4,632 
36 

87 
221 
267 
127 
120 

•  •  • 

2,220 
1,442 
1,428 

24,142 
46,491 
71,902 
27,457 
25,441 

378 

94,412 

64,239 

822 

5,090 

1,95,433 

The  reductions  were  to  take  effect  from  the  kharif  instalment  of 
1882,  and  the  seven  years'  reduction  will  therefore  end  with  the  rabi 
instalment  of  1889. 


16.    These  reductions  were  granted  in  the  face  of  undoubted 
The  main  question  for    distr.es*  after  such  village  inspection  as  was 
present  consideration.         possible  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  In 

asking  Government  now  to  sanction  the 
settlement,  what  has  to  be  considered  in  the  relation  of  the  assess- 
ment now  current  and  which  it  is  intended  to  apply  in  1889  to  that 
which  it  has  superseded.  I  cannot  pretend  on  this  occasion  to  enter 
into  all  the  technicalities  of  assessment  work.  Bearing  in  mind  the 
broad  features  of  the  case,  the  rise  in  prices,  rents,  and  value  of  land, 
the  increase  in  cultivation,  and  the  relation  of  the  assessment  to  that 
current  in  neighbouring  tracts,  had  the  claims  of  the  Government 
been  in  each  tract  firly  asserted  ?  I  proceed  to  examine  with  this 
object  the  results  of  the  reassessment  of  each  tract. 
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17.    In  1875  the  Settlement  Officer  estimated  that  population  in 

Hangar  circle,  tahsil  Pal-     *he  SS**  Cl>^6  °f  tahsiI  PaIwaJ  had 

wai,  doubled  since  the  previous  settlement,  and 

Report. section  139  and ff.  that  cultivation  had  increased  during  the 
Revision,  section  60  (l).  previous  years  by  nearly  half.  Mr.  Wilson 
shows  that  between  1868  and  1881  the  population  decreased  by  6 
per  cent.,  and  that  in  1 882,  4  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of 
settlement  was  not  sown.  The  assessment  made  in  1877  increased 
the  assessment  nearly  two-fifths,  viz.,  from  Rs.  1,54,210  to  2,12,348; 
and  of  this  increase  Its.  3,625  has  been  permanently  reduced  and 
Rs.  14,450  temporarily,  so  that  the  result  of  the  reassessment  is  a 
present  increase  of  Rs.  26  per  cent.,  rising  in  1889  to  Rs.  35  per  cent. 
The  average  incidence  of  the  assessment  per  acre  cultivated  in  1842 
is  believed  to  have  been  Rs.  1-11-0;  the  incidence  of  that 
reported  is — 


By  the  assessment  of  1877  on  area  then 
cultivated 

By  the  reduced  assessment  now  current 

on  area  of  1882 
By  the  full  assessment  due  in  1889  on  the 

area  of  1877  ... 

The  main  features  of  the  soil  classification  are' 
(expressed  in  percentages  of  the  total  cultivation) . 

Irrigated  by  wells 
Good  and  average  land 
Bhur 


Rs. 
1 
1 
1 


4 
91 

5 

100 


A. 
7 

6 
6 


The  incidence  of  the  revenue  in  similar  adjacent  tracts 
other  districts  is 


of 


District. 

Delhi 

Muttra 

Aligarh 

Bulandshahr 

Bulandshah 


Tahsil. 

Ballatgarh 

Kosi 

Khair 

Khurja 

Sikandrabad 


Circle 


and  Pargana. 

Rs.  A. 

Bangar 

1  9 

Bangar 

2  0 

•  i  ■ 

2  2 

Jowar 

1  8 

Dawk  our  ... 

1  7 

Mr.  Wilson's  account  of  this  circle  shows  good  roasons  for  believ- 
ing that  Mr.  Channing's  assessnnnt  was  not  too  high ;  but  no  stress 
need  be  laid  on  the  small  reduction  (Rs.  3,625)  given  permanently. 

Since  Mr.  Channing's  assessment  was  made  irrigation  from  the 
Agra  canal  has  commenced,  and  has  been  extended  to  almost  every 
village  in  the  tract ;  and  now  more  than  a  third  of  the  whole  area  is 
so  advantaged.  Under  such  circumstances  there  will  probably  be  no 
difficulty  in  levying  the  full  increase  from  the  year  1889. 
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18.    The  Settlement  Officer  in  1875  estimated  that  the  population 
Khadircircle.tahsill'alwal.    had  increased  by  nearly  half  and  cultivation 
Report,  section  125.  by  nearly  two-thirds  since  the  previous  settle- 

Revision,  section  Gi  (2).  meut.  the  census  of  1881  showed  that  popu- 
lation had  fallen  off  by  seven  per  cent,  since  1881,  and  from  the 
field  inspection  of  1882-83  it  appeared  that  18  per  cent,  of  the  area 
returned  at  settlement  as  cultivated  had  not  been  sown  in  that 
year ;  irrigation  also  had  fallen  off  by  half.  The  assessment  of 
1877  increased  the  demand  from  Rs.  8,906  to  Rs.  12,029,  or  by  35 
per  cent.,  and  of  this  increase  Rs.  789  have  been  reduced  permanently 
and  Rs.  9G4  temporarily.  Thus  the  present  increase,  as  compared  with 
the  assessment  of  1876,  is  15  per  cent.,  rising  in  1889  to  26  per  cent. 
The  average  incidence  of  the  assessment  per  acre  cultivated  in  1842 
was  Re.  1-8,  and  the  incidence  of  that  now  reported  is  by  the — 

Rs.  A. 

Asseesment  of  1877  on  the  area  then  cultivated      ...    1  7 
Aisesgment  as  reduced  and  now  current  on  cultiva- 


tion of  1882    ...              ...              ...  ...  1  5 

Full  assessment  due  in  1889  on  the  area  of  1877  ...  1  6 

The  soils  are  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation)  — 

Actually  irrigated  by  wells  ...              ...  ...  7 

Unirrigated       ...              ...              ...  ...  93 


The  incidence  of  the  rovenue  may  be  compared  with  that  in 
neighbouring  districts  already  stated.  The  figures  of  this  small  circle 
are  not  of  any  importance. 

19.  In  1875  it  was  estimated  that  population  and  cultivation  had 

Khadar  Hangar  circle,  both .^creased  by  about  three-fourths  since  the 
tahail  Palwal.  previous    settlement.      In  1881,  however, 

Report,  section  124,  and ff.  population  was  8  per  cent,  less  than  in  1868, 
Reviaion,  section  60  (3).  and  in  1882-83  15  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated 
area  of  settlement  was  not  sown.  Mr.  Channing,  in  1877,  raised  the 
assessment  by  33  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  22,837  to  Rs.  30,498,  and  in 
1883  this  assessment  was  permanently  reduced  by  Rs.  1,261  and  tem- 
porarily by  Rs.  2,205,  so  that  the  current  assessment  is  18  per  cent, 
above  that  of  last  settlement,  and  the  ultimate  demand  will  be  an 
increase  of  28  per  cent.  The  average  incidence  of  the  assessment 
per  cultivated  acre  is  as  follows  : — 

Rs  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  thon  cultivated  1  14 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  1  8 

Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown  in 

1882  ...  ...  .  ...    1  9 

Full  assessment  due  in  1889  on  area  of  1877  ...    1  7 

The  main  features  of  the  soil  classfication,  expressed 
in  percentages  of  the  total  cultivation  arc  actually 
irrigated  by  wells  ...  ...  ...  7 

Good  and  average  land       ...  ...  ...  81 

Bhur  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


100 
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The  figures  showing  incidence  of  revenue  on  cultivation  in 
similar  neighbouring  tracts  have  already  beeu  given.  As  in  the 
case  of  the  adjacent  Bangar,  the  circumstances  of  these  villages 
have  been  much  improved  since  1877  by  the  extension  of  irrigation 
from  the  Agra  canal.  Mr.  Wilson's  full  assessment  differs  little 
from  Mr.  Channing's ;  and  given  fair  prosperity  during  the  next 
three  years,  the  circle  should  have  no  difficulty  in  paying  it. 

20.  Mr.   Channing    estimated  in  1875  that  population  had 

Bhuder  circle  tahsil  increa?ed  by  three-fourths  and  cultivation  by 
Pabeal.  one-third  since  the  previous  settlement.  But 

Report,  section  122  and  ff.    population  fell  off  by  9  per  cent,  between  1868 

Revision,  section  60  (4J.       amj  1881  .  and  in  1882>  IQ  per  cenfc<  cf  the  area 

recorded  at  settlement  as  cultivated  was  not  sown.  In  1877  the 
assessment  was  raised  by  18  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  11,020  to  Rs.  12,973, 
and  in  1883  this  amount  was  permanently  reduced  by  Rs.  721  and 
temporarily  by  Rs.  1,328.  The  current  assessment  is  therefore  one 
per  cent,  below  the  previous  demand,  and  the  assessment  of  1889  will 
be  an  increase  of  11  per  cent,  as  compared  with  that  of  last  settlement. 
The  average  incidence  of  the  assessment  per  cultivated  acre  is  as 
follows  : — 

Re.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...    1  5 

1877  ditto  ...    1  1 

Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown  in 

1882  ...  ...  ...  ...    1  1 

Full  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877  ...    1  0 

The  soils  areas  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation)  :  — 

Actually  irrigated  by  wells  ...  ...  ...  5 

Good  and  average  land        ...  ...  ...  51 

Bhur  ...  44 

100 

As  in  the  previous  case,  Mr.  Wilson's  full  assessment  differs 
little  from  Mr.  Channing's,  and  gives  a  final  increase  of  only  1 1  per 
cent,  as  against  an  assured  increase  in  cultivation  of  a  considerably 
greater  extent.  The  assessment  as  thus  corrected  should,  I  think,  be 
accepted.  , 

21.  In  1875  it  was  estimated  that  population  had  increased  since 

Dahir  circle,  tahsil  Pal-  the  .  previous   settlement  by  .two-fifths  and 

wal.  cultivation  by  12  percent.  But  in  1881  popula- 

Report,  section  l24and  ff.  tion  was  found  to  have  fallen  off  by  7  per  cent. 

Revision,  section  go  (5).  since  1868>  and  in  1Q82-83  8  per  cent,  of  the 

cultivated  area  of  settlement  was  not  sown.  Mr.  Channing  in  1877 
pratically  loft  the  assessment  the  same  as  beforo,  Rs.  17,634,  against 
Rs.  17,095,  and  in  1883  this  assessment  was  reduced  permanently  by 
Rs.  364  and  temporarily  by  Rs.  1,047,  so  that  the  current  assessment 
is  8  per  cent,  below  the  previous  demand,  and  the  ultimate  assessment 
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will  fall  short  of  it  by  2  per  cent.  The  average  incidence  per  culti- 
vated acre  is  as  follows  : — 

Re.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...    1  12 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...    1  8 

Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown  in 

1882  ...  ...  ...  ...    1  8 

Full  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877...  ...    1  8 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (percent,  of  total  cultivation)— 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  ...  8 

Naturally  flooded  ...  ...  ...  14 

Good  and  avearge  land        ...  ...  ...  54 

Bhur  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

100 

No  special  remarks  appear  to  be  called  for.  There  has  been  no 
reliable  increase  of  cultivation,  and  substantially  the  assessment  is  the 
same  as  before. 

22.    With  the  Punahana  or  Bangar  circle  are  here  included  the 

Bangar  Circle,  tahsil  ^ '^T* .  tran*ferred .  ^ Nu^  ^ 
Firozpur.  which  adjoin,  and  are  similar  to  it.     In  1875 

Report,  section  189.  it  was  estimated  that  the  population  had 
Revision,  section  60  (6).  increased  by  nearly  half  and  the  cultivated 
area  by  47  per  cent.  The  census  of  1881  gave  a  decrease  of  14  per 
cent,  on  that  of  1868,  and  in  1882  4  por  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area 
of  settlement  remained  unsown.  The  assessment  was  increased  in 
1877  by  36  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  61,961  to  Rs.  84,153.  This  was 
reduced  in  1883  by  Rs.  8,313  permanently  and  by  Rs.  8,322 
temporarily,  so  that  the  current  demand  is  17  per  cent,  above  that  of 
the  previous  settlement,  and  the  ultimate  assessment  of  1889  will 
give  an  increase  of  30  per  cent. 

The  average  incidence  per  cultivated  acre  is  as  follows : — 

Rs.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated         ...      1  10 
Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated        ...      1  4 
Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown  in 

1882.  ...  ...  ...      1  2 

Full  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877  ...      1  3 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation)  : — 
Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  ...  3 

Good  and  average  land  ...  ...  91 

Bhur  ...  ...  ...  6 

100 

The  increase  in  cultivation  is  very  large  (over  40  per  cent.),  and 
it  shrank  little  with  the  troubles  of  1877  and  subsequent  years. 
Moreover,  since  then  a  large  area  of  the  circle  has  been  irrigated 
from  the  Agra  canal,  and  this  irrigation  is  still  increasing.  For  all 
these  reasons  I  think  the  30  per  cent,  increase  of  revenue  contempla- 
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ted  by  the  full  assessment  of  1889  should  be  approved.  The 
average  incidence  of  the  assessment  will  still  be  considerably  lower 
than  that  of  the  Palwal  Bangar  ;  and  from  Mr.  Channing's  remarks 

I  doubt  whether  this  difference  will  be  con- 
Report,  section  180.         tinued  after  the  present  settlement  expires. 

23.    Under  this  name  have  been  combined  the  throe  circles, 

Chiknot,  Mandi  Khera  and  Landoha,  which  are 
P^12^iS?i5S  all  situated  in  the  low-ground  of  the  Landoha 
ff.  Revision,  Section  60  (7,  valley  between  the  two  hill  ranges,  and 
8, 9),  also  Report,  para  15.  characterized  by  a  considerable  area  of 
naturally  moist  land.  In  1875  it  was  estimated  that  since  the  previous 
settlement  population  had  increased  by  one-fourth  and  cultivation 
by  one-fifth.  In  1881  population  was  found  to  have  fallen  off  by  b' 
per  cent,  since  1868;  and  in  1882,  8  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated 
area  of  settlement  was  not  sown.  The  assessment  was  increased 
in  1877  by  3  per  cent.,  from  Its.  1,02,358  to  Rs.  1,05,368,  and  was 
reduced  in  1883  permanently  by  Rs.  5,717  and  temporarily  by 
Rs.  5,611  ;  so  that  the  demand  now  current  is  8  per  cent,  below  that 
of  the  previous  settlement,  and  the  full  assessment  of  1889  will  give  a 
decrease  of  2  per  cent.  The  incidence  per  cultivated  acre  is  as 
follows: — 

Rs.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...2  2 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...  ...  1  13 

Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882  ...  1  12 
Full  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877       ...  ...  1  12 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation): — 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  ...  ...  3 

Naturally  flooded  ...  ...  ...  32 

Good  and  average  lands  ...  ...  ...  54 

Bhnr   ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  H 

The  assessment  of  this  tract  and  of  the  corresponding  tract  in 
tahsil  Nuh  must  have  been  a  very  difficult  task.  It  was  difficult 
with  reference  both  to  the  character  of  the  natural  flood  supply  and 
to  the  character  of  the  agriculturists ;  and  for  the  same  reasons  its 

revenue  administration  will  always  need  much 
Report,  eectwn  173.  attention.  I  am  not  satisfied  that  either  here 
or  in  the  Nuh  Dahri  a  sufficient  area  has  been  placed  under  fluctuating 
assessment,  but  the  time  when  this  question  could  conveniently  be 
considered  is  past.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  assessment,  as  finally 
adjusted  by  Mr.  Wilson,  should  not  be  sanctioned.  It  differs  little 
from  that  previously  current,  but  is  slightly  lower.  It  would  appear 
from  the  figures  that  in  the  last  30  years  there  has  been  a  substantial 
increase  in  cultivation,  and  that  between  the  years  1875  and  1883  this 
increase  was  variously  stated  at  from  20  per  cent,  to  half  that 
extent ;  but  with  reference  to  Mr.  Channing's  opinion  of  the  pressure 
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Report,  sections  172  and  of  *®  exPired  settlement  a  claim  for  increase 
186.  on  this  account  appears  to  nave  been  rightly 

foregone.  On  the  other  hand  the  evidence  of 
the  renting  value  of  these  Landoha  lands  deserves  to  be  borne  in 
mind.    It  is  probable  that  when  the  time  comes  for  enforcing  the  full 

D   ..  assessment  in  1889  A.  D.,  the  Deputy  Corn- 

Revision,  section  go  (7).       .   .       ,        .  .      .     *  *  .  , 

missioner  s  work  m  this  tract  will  again  be 

peculiarly  difficult.    The  Meo  character  is  likely  to  lead  these  villages 

into  an  attempt  to  take  the  fullest  advantage  of  Government's  recent 

leniency  ;  and  they  will  probably  resort  to  underhand  practices  in 

the  hope  of  establishing  permanently  the  reductions  temporarily 

allowed.    I  do  not  desire  to  forejudge  the  case  by  any  remarks  now 

recorded.    But  the  opinion  of  this  tribe  given  in  Mr.  Channing's 

paragraph  173  has  been  held  by  all  officers  who  have  been  closely 

associated  with  them.    And  if  Government's  reasonable  claims  are 

not  asserted  with  firmness  and  discretion,  the  administration  of  the 

district  will  be  permanently  injured  in  its  most  exposed  and  distant 

tract,  and  some  of  the  worst  tendencies  of  the  Meo  character  will  be 

strengthened. 

24.  In  1875  the  Settlement  Officer  estimated  that  since  the 
Bhuder,  tahail  Firoxpur.  previous  settlement  population  had  increased 
Report,' section  188.  by  one-fifth  and  cultivation  by  one-third.  In 

Revision,  section  60  (10).  1881  it  was  found  that  population  had  fallen 
off  since  1868  by  7  per  cent.,  and  in  1882  20  per  cent.,  of  the  culti- 
vated area  of  settlement  remained  unsown.  The  assessment  was 
increased  in  1877  by  10  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  44,438  to  Rs.  49,042,  and 
was  reduced  in  1883  permanently  by  Rs.  3,910  and  temporarily  by 
Rs.  4,146,  so  that  the  current  demand  is  8  per  cent,  below  that  of  the 
previous  settlement,  and  the  ultimate  demand  of  1889  will  give  an 
increase  of  2  per  cent.  Tho  incidence  per  cultivated  acre  is  as 
follows : — 

Re.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...  1  9 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...  1  4 

Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882  ...  1  5 
Full  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877      ...  ...  1  2 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation)  : — 
Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  ...  6 

Naturally  flooded      ...  ...  ...  6 

Good  and  average  land       ...  ...  ...  28 

Bhur       ...  •••       •••  •••  ■••  60 

100 

Tho  adjustments  made  by  Mr.  Wilson  in  this  circle  were 
evidently  of  a  very  liberal  character.  At  the  present  moment  the  circle 
is  paying  8  per  cent,  less  than  it  did  before  the  new  settlement  was 
made,  and  even  when  the  full  assessment  is  enforced  in  1889  tho 
revenue  will  not  exceed,  materially,  that  which  has  been  paid  during 
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the  past  40  years,  though  cultivation  has  increased  by  a  considerable 
amount.  On  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  inci- 
dence of  the  assessment  is  higher  than  that  of  the  corresponding 
circle  in  tahsil  Palwal.  As  regards  the  character  and  probable 
attitude  of  the  landowners  the  same  remarks  apply,  as  made  by 
mo  concerning  the  previous  circle  (Uahri)  of  this  tahsil. 

25.  In  1875  Mr.  Channing  estimated  that  the  population  had 
Rangar  circle,  tahsil  Nuh.  increased  since  the  previous  settlement  by  53 
Report,  section  217.  per  cent,  and  cultivation  by  39  per  cent.  In 
Reri8ioD,  section  60  (12).    i«8l  it  was  found  that  population  had  fallen 

off  by  18  per  cent,  since  1868,  and  in  1882  5  per  cent.,  of  the  culti- 
vated area  of  settlement  remained  unsown.  The  assessment  was 
raised  in  1877  by  29  per  cent.,  from  lis.  81,373  to  Rs.  1,04,692,  and 
in  1883  this  was  reduced  permanently  by  Rs.  4,191  and  temporarily 
by  Rs.  9,793.  The  increase  of  the  current  assessment  over  that  of 
the  previous  settlement  is  the:  efore  1 1  per  cent.,  rising  to  24  per 
cent,  in  1889.  The  average  incidence  of  the  assessment  per  culti- 
vated acre  is  as  follows  : — 

Re.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...    1  5 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...    I  4 

Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown  in  2882...  1  2 
Full  assessment  due  in  1889  on  area  of  1877  ...    I  3 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  on  total  cultivation)  : — 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  ...  ...  2 

Good  and  average  land '         ...  ...  ...90 

Bhnr  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

100 

The  result  of  the  reassessment  is  to  leave  this  circle  paying  the 
same  average  incidence  as  the  adjoining  Bangar  of  Firozpur,  but  3 
annas  per  acre  lower  than  that  of  Palwal.  As  in  the  other  Bangar 
circles,  canal  irrigation  has  since  1877  been  extended  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  its  area,  and  further  extensions  are  probable.  So  far  as  the 
ultimate  assessment  will  yield  an  increase  of  24  per  cent,  on  the 
former  revenue,  the  result  may  be  accepted  as  satisfactory.  But  the 
increase  of  cultivation  has  been  very  large  and  is  well  established  ; 
and  with  reference  both  to  this  circumstance  and  to  the  new  advan- 
tages arising  from  the  Agra  canal,  I  think  that  Mr.  Channing's 
increase  of  29  per  cent,  might  have  been  retained. 

26.  In  1875  it  was  estimated  that  the  population  had  increased 
Dahar  circle,  tahsil  Nuh.  since  the  previous  settlement  by  one-third 
Report,  section  216.  and  the  cultivation  by  half.  The  census  of 
Rerision,  section  60  (13).    1881  showed  a  falling  off  of  population  of  9 

per  cent,  since  1868,  and  in  1882  it  was  found  that  12  per  cent, 
of  the  cultivated  area  of  settlement  had  remained  unsown.  The 
assessment  was  increased  in  1877  by  24  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  93,000  to 
Rs.  1,15,097,  and  in  18§3  it  was  reduced  permanently  by  Rs.  11,861 
and  temporarily  by  Rs.  11,450,  so  that  the  current  demand  is  one  per 
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cent,  below  that  of  the  previous  settlement,  and  the  nltimnte 
demand  will  give  an  increase  of  11  per  cent.  The  average  incidence 
per  acre  of  cultivation  is — 

Re.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...      1  12 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...      1  7 

Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882  1  6 
Full  assessment  due  in  1889  on  area  of  1877  ...      1  5 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  on  total  cultivation)  :  — 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  ...         ...  1 

Naturally  flooded       ...  ...    27 

Good  and  average  unirrigated  ...  ...         ...  60 

Bhur                        ...  ...  ...         ...  12 

100 

The  incidence  of  the  assessment  is  25  per  cent,  below  that  of  the 
Dahri  circle  of  tahsil  Firozpur,  and  the  land  no  doubt  is  much  in- 
ferior. Nevertheless  the  data  before  us  (the  increase  of  cultivation  and 
cultivating  lauds)  go  to  show  that  the  resources  of  the  circle  are  now 
much  larger  than  they  were  at  last  settlement ;  and  the  increase 
which  will  accrue  in  1889,  11  per  cent.,  is  small  as  compared  with 
Report,  suction  216.         **ie  increase in  resources.    I  fear  that  the  area 

placed  under  fluctuating  assessment  is  not  as 
large  as  the  circumstances  of  the  tract  really  required.  Revenue 
management  in  this  part  of  the  tahsil  will  always  be  difficult;  and 
my  remarks  as  regards  the  character  and  attitude  of  the  owners  of 
the  Dahri  circle  in  Firozpur  apply  equally  to  those  of  this  circle. 

27.    In  1875  it  was  estimated  that  population  had  increased  by 
Taoru  circle,  tahsil  Nuh.     one-fourth  and  cultivation  by  one-third  since 
Report,  section  215.         the  previous   settlement.    In    1881   it  was 
Revision,  section  CO  (ii).    foun(j  that  population  was  about  the  same  as 
in  1868,  but  in  1882  11  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  settlement 
remained  unsown.    The  assessment  was  raised  in  1877  by  23  per 
cent.,  from  Rs.  31,566  to  Rs.  38,988,  and  in  1883  this  was  reduced 
permanently  by  Rs.  2,091  and  temporarily  by  Rs.  2,941.    The  current 
demand  is  7  per  cent,  above  that  of  the  previous  settlement,  and  that 
of  1889  will  give  an  increase  of  17  per  cent.    The  average  incidence 
per  cultivated  acre  is — 

Re.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...      1  0 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...     0  15 

Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882  0  15 
Full  assessment  due  in  1889  on  area  of  1877  ...     0  14 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation)  :  — 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  ...  ...  7 

Good  and  average  land  ...  ...  ...  70 

Bhur    ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

100 
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As  the  soil  is  light  and  the  surface  uneven,  and  seeing  that  in  the 
bad  years  the  cultivation  shrank  to  an  area  exceeding"  that  of  last  settle- 
ment by  only  20  per  cent.,  the  17  per  cent,  increase  of  revenue  which 
will  be  secured  in  1889  appears  to  be  sufficient.  The  owners  are 
Meoa. 

28.  These  three  assessment  circles  which  form  the  south-eastern 
SohnA.Paharand  Sailani   portion  of  the  Gurgaon  tahsil  may  conveniently 

circles,  tahrii  Gurgaon.  be  grouped  together.  In  1875  it  was  esti- 
^Oeport,  sections  241, 242,    mate(j  8ince   the   previous  settlement 

Revision,  section  60  (15,  population  had  increased  by  nearly  one-fourth 
16>  17).  and  cultivation  by  one-half.    The  census  of 

1881  showed  an  increase  of  6  per  cent,  in  population  since  18G8,  and 
in  1882  7  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  settlement  remained 
unsown.  In  1877  the  assessment  was  increased  by  22  per  cent.,  from 
Re.  44,611  to  Rs.  54,585,  but  this  was  reduced  in  1883  to  Rs.  52,542 
permanently,  and  a  further  temporary  reduction  was  given  of  Rs. 
2,740,  so  that  the  current  demand  is  an  increase  of  12  per  cent,  over 
the  previous  assessment,  and  the  ultimate  demand  will  give  an 
increase  of  18  per  cent.  The  average  incidence  per  cultivated  acre  is 
as  follows  :— 

Re.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...      1  6 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...      1  2 

Reduced  demand  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882  ...  1  1 
Full  demand  of  1889  on  area  of  1877        ...  ...      1  1 

The  soils  are  mainly  as  follows  (per  cent,  on  total  cultivation):-— 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  ...  ...  4 

Naturally  flooded  ...              ...  ...  ...  10 

Good  and  average  land           ...  ...  ...  40 

Bhur    ...             ...             ...  ...  ...  46 

100 

The  increase  of  cultivation,  though  apparently  over  40  per  cent., 
has  occurred  principally  in  poor  sandy  land ;  and  if  the  ultimate 
increase  of  18  per  cent,  is  realised,  Government's  claims  will,  I  think, 
have  been  sufficiently  met.  The  increase  will  be  almost  entirely  in 
Chaks  Sohna  and  Pahar,  and  very  little  in  Chak  Sailani. 

29.  These  three  circles  may  be  conveniently  grouped  together 

into  one,  of  which  the  chief  characteristic  is 
KmS^S^  uSa  Gaur  the  large  area  of  inferior  sandy  hillocks.  In 
g»on.  1875  it  was  estimated  that  since  the  previous 

Beport,  sections  238,  239,    settlement  population  had  increased  by  three- 

^vision  section  CO  (21  fourtns  and  cultivation  by  one-fifth.  The 
22,23).    '  census   of  1881  showed    a   falling    off  of 

population  by  7  per  cent,  since  1868,  and 
in  1882,  29  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  settlement 
remained  unsown.  In  1877  the  assessment  was  increased  by  16  per 
cent,  from  Rs.  48,349  to  Rs.  55,987,  and  in  1883  this  was  reduced 
permanently  to  Rs.  53,302,  a  further  temporary  reduction  of  Rs.  4,950 


(  44  ) 


being  granted.  Thus  the  current  demand  is  almost  exactly  the  same 
as  in  the  previous  settlement,  and  the  ultimate  demand  will  give  an 
increase  of  10  per  cent.  The  average  incidence  per  acre  of  cultiva- 
tion is- — 

Re.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...      I  0 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...     0  15 

Reduced  demand  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882  ...  1  3 
Full  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877  ...  ...      0  14 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation):— 

Actually  irrigated  by  wells  ...  ...  ...  9 

Naturally  flooded  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Good  and  average  land  ...  ...  ...  37 

Bhur    ...             ...  ...  ...  ...  52 


100 

Apparently  there  has  been  a  large  increase  of  population,  and  an 
increase  in  cultivation  of  perhaps  one-fifth.  But  in  the  bad  years  a 
large  area  bore  no  crop,  a  result  which,  considering  the  poor  character  of 
much  of  the  land,  is  not  surprising.  And  if  in  1889  the  contemplated 
increase  of  10  per  cent,  can  be  realised,  I  consider  that  Government's 
claims  will  have  been  sufficiently  asserted. 

30.    These  two  adjacent  circles  may  conveniently  be  grouped 
,,  ,    ,.  .  .  m    together,  the  chief  difference  between  them 

Gurgaon  and  adjoining     .9       ,  »     ,       .    .  .   .       ^  , 

Dahar  circles,  tahsil  Gur-  being  that  the  circle  adjoining  Dahar  is  more 
gaon.  Report,  sections  244,  moist  than  the  higher-lying  Gurgaon  circle. 
fi8  Hn*TWOn'  80Ction  00  IQ  1875  it  was  estimated  that  since  the  previ- 
(   *  ous  settlement  population  had  increased  by 

one-third  and  cultivation  by  6  per  cent.  The  census  of  1881  showed 
an  increase  of  10  per  cent,  in  population  since  1868,  and  in  1882  only 
2  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  settlement  remained  unsown.  In 
1877  the  assessment  was  increased  by  4  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  46,804  to 
Rs.  48,767,  which  was  reduced  in  1883  permanently  to  Rs.  48,070 
and  by  Rs.  553  temporarily.  Thus  tho  current  demand  is  an  increase 
over  the  former  assessment  of  2  per  cent.,  and  the  ultimate  demand 
will  be  an  increase  of  3  per  cent.  Tho  average  incidence  per  acre  of 
cultivation  is — 

Re.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...    1  4 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...    1  4 

Reduced  demand  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882  ...  I  4 
Full  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877  ...    1  4 

The  soils  are  mainly  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation):  — 

Actually  irrigated  by  wells  ...  ...  ...  9 

Naturally  flooded    ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Good  and  average  land  ...  ...  ...  75 

Bhur  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

100 
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This  part  of  the  district  appears  to  have  suffered  little  in  the 
bad  years.  There  has  been  little  increase  in  cultivation  or  in  as- 
sessment. Mr.  Channing's  assessment  in  many  instances  gave  a 
reduction,  and  substantially  it  remains  unaltered.  The  average 
incidence  is  not  higher  than  the  fairly  good  and  moist  character  of 
the  soil  justifies. 

31.    These  three  circles  are  characterised  by  a  considerable  area 
Dahr,  Sahibi  and  Bahora    of  land  naturally  flooded  by  the  Indori  and 
circles,  tahsii  Gurgaon.         Sahibi  streams.    In  1875  it  was  estimated  that 
^lUport,  section*  337,  240,    gince  tho  previous  settlement  population  had 

Revision,  section  60  (20,  increased  by  half  and  cultivation  by  one- 
24,  25.)  fourth.    In  1881  it  was  found  that  population 

had  fallen  off  by  9  per  cent,  since  1868,  and  in  1882  16  per  cent,  of 
the  cultivated  area  of  settlement  remained  unsown.  In  1$77  the 
assessment  was  raised  by  12  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  51,699  to  Rs.  58,093  ; 
and  in  1883  this  was  reduced  permanently  to  Rs.  56,349,  a  further 
temporary  reduction  of  Rs.  3,930  being  granted. 

In  these  figures,  both  former  and  present,  the  area  under  fluctuat- 
ing assessments  is  omitted. 

The  current  demand  is  therefore  an  increase  of  one  per  cent,  on 
the  former  assessment,  and  the  ultimate  demand  of  1889  will  give  an 
increase  of  9  per  cent.  The  average  incidence  per  cultivated  acre  is 
as  follows :  — 


Total. 

Chak 
Bahora. 

Chak 
Sahibi. 

■ — 

Chak 
Dahar  or 
Jhil. 

Re. 

A. 

Re.  A. 

Re.  A. 

Rs.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on 
area  then  cultivated 

1 

12 

1 

9 

1  7 

2    9  (1) 

Assessment  of  1877  on 
area  then  cultivated 

I 

9 

• 

1 

6 

• 

1  9 

1  13  (2) 

Reduced   demand  now 
current  on  area  sown  in 
...       ...  »•* 

1 

11 

I 

8 

1  11 

2    0  (2) 

Full  assessment  of  1889 
on  area  of  1877   

1 

8 

1 

5 

1  12  (2) 

(1)  .    Including  land  now  under  fluctuating  assessment. 

(2)  .    Excluding  land  now  under  fluctuating  aateaiment. 
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The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent  of  cultivated  area): — 


Chak 

Tin  1 1 1  in 1 

1 

Chak 
Sahibi 

Chak 
(2)  Dahor 
or  Jhil. 

Total. 

Actually  irrigated  from 

TV  Gl  13               •  •  •  ••• 

10 

28 

2 

13 

Naturally  flooded 

27 

24 

46 

31 

Good  and  average  land 

39 

88 

86 

36 

Bhur     ...  ... 

24 

15 

16 

20 

100 

! 

100 

100 

100 

(2).    Excluding  land  under  fluctuating  assessment. 


Though  these  three  circles  have  this  common  characteristic  that 
much  of  their  area  is  advantaged  by  floods,  being  in  this  respect 
distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the  tahsil,  they  each  differ  much  from 
the  others.  In  the  Jhil  chak  the  chief  risks  of  cultivation  arise  from 
excessive  flooding.  In  chak  Sahibi  only  a  third  of  the  Dahar  lands 
have  a  secure  flood  supply,  and  the  value  of  the  well  irrigation  is 
much  injured  by  the  brackish  character  of  the  springs.  Of  the  Bahora 
chak,  the  Settlement  Oflicer  writes  that  the  wells  are  sweet,  and  the 
floods  on  the  Dahar  land  regular,  but  sometimes  injurious  owing  to 
the  sand  deposits  which  they  carry.  Cultivation  shrank  much 
with  the  bad  years  succeeding  settlement. 

In  the  Dahar  chak  Mr.  Channing  had  himself  reduced  the 
assessment  presumably  on  account  of  the  risks  from  over-flooding, 
though  his  figures  show  an  increase  in  the  cultivated  area.  Mr. 
Wilson's  revised  assessment  gives  a  small  further  reduction  (Rs.  475) 
plus  temporary  remissions  amounting  to  Rs.  598.  In  chak  Sahibi 
the  permanent  assessment  as  finally  fixed  is  within  a  small  amount 
of  Mr.  Charm  in  Vs,  the  temporary  reduction  granted  till  1889 
being  8  per  cent.  In  Bahora,  Mr.  Channing  assessed  an  increase 
of  18  per  cent,  corresponding  with  the  increase  in  cultivation  ;  but 
Mr.  Wilson's  assessment  has  reduced  permanently  about  a  fourth  of 
this  increase ;  and  till  1889  the  chak  is  paying  a  reduced  revenue 
nearly  the  same  as  that  current  up  to  1877.  Tho  incidence  of  the 
revenue  is  lowest  in  Bahora  and  highest  in  the  Dahar  chak,  as 
was  the  case  in  last  settlement.  All  three  circles  probably  need 
much  attention.  The  crops  of  these  flood  lands  are  no  doubt 
valuable  in  successful  years ;  but  the  results  of  the  agriculture  are 
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more  precarious  than  would  be  assumed  from  a  first  acquaintance 
with  these  tracts,  aud  especially  near  the  Najafgarh  jhit  the  agri- 
culturists contend  with  a  good  deal  of  ill-health. 

32.    In  this  circle  may  be  included  the  15  villages  transferred 

Sahibi  circle,  tah.il  Re-  frc?m .  t»J}8ilf»  G;«rgaon  and  Nuh,  which  are 
^ri.  principally  of  the  same  character.    In  1875 

Report,  section  272.  it  was  estimated  that  since  the  previous 
Revision,  Sec.60  (26, 27).  settlement  population  had  increased  by  one- 
third  and  cultivation  by  one-fourth.  The  census  of  1881  showed 
a  falling  off  in  population  of  9  per  cent,  since  1868,  and  in  1882  13 
per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  settlement  remained  unsown. 
In  1877  the  assessment  was  increased  by  4  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  72,119 
to  Rs.  75,266,  which  was  reduced  permanently  in  1883  to  Rs.  73,361,  a 
further  temporary  reduction  of  Rs.  4,393  being  granted.  Thus 
the  current  demand  is  4  per  cent,  below  the  former  assessment,  but 
the  ultimate  demand  will  be  nearly  2  per  cent,  above  it.  The  average 
incidence  per  cultivated  acre  is  as  follows  :  — 

Rs.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...    2  0 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...    1  8 

Reduced  demand  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882  ...  1  9 
Full  demand  of  1889  on  area  of  1877         ...  ...    1  7 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  on  total  cultivation):— 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells...  ...  ...  23 

Naturally  flooded  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Good  and  average  land  ...  ...  ...  43 

Bhur                   ...  «..  ...  ...  29 


100 

In  judging  of  the  assessments  of  the  Rewari  tahsil,  Mr.  Chan- 
Report  sections  267-8       ning'8  remarks  as  to  the  general  character  of 
'  "      the  previous  assessment  should  bo  borne  in 

mind.  At  the  time  it  was  made  it  was  distinctly  high,  and  was 
eventually  supported  mainly  by  the  improved  prices. 

In  this  circle  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  very  well 
assured  recent  extension  of  cultivation — at  least  not  of  any  consider- 
able amount.  And  the  rainfall  no  doubt  decreases  as  we  go  west. 
The  incidence  of  the  full  assessment,  which  will  come  into  force  in 
1889,  is,  I  think,  sufficiently  high  under  the  circumstances  stated. 
The  staple  products  are  bajra  and  autumn  pulses,  with  only  small 
areas  of  barley,  gram  and  joar.  The  Dahar  area  is  small  and  pre- 
carious. 
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83.    As  the  rest  of  tahsil  Rewari  is,  broadly  speaking,  of  much  the 

Remaining  circlsa  of  8a.m(! [general  character,  the  remaining  circles 
tahsil  Rewari.  will  be  grouped  together  here.    In  1875  it 

Report,  section  273.  was  estimated  that  since  the  previous  settle- 

Revision,  Sec.  GO  (28to  34).  ment  population  had  increased  by  one-third 
and  cultivation  by  nearly  one-fourth.  In  1881  population  was  found 
to  have  fallen  off  by  4  per  cent,  since  1868,  and  in  1882  15  per  cent,  of 
the  cultivated  area  of  settlement  remained  unsown.  The  assessment 
was  increased  in  1877,  from  Rs.  1,99,919  to  Rs.  2,01,561,  so  that  it 
was  practically  left  as  1  efore ;  this  was  permanently  reduced  in  1883 
to  Rs.  1,97,881,  a  further  temporary  reduction  of  Rs.  14.837  being 
granted.  Thus  the  current  demand  is  8  per  cent,  below  the  former 
assessment,  and  the  ultimate  demand  will  be  a  decrease  of  one  per  cent. 
The  average  incidence  per  acre  of  cultivation  * 


Re.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated       ...  16 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated       ...  13 

Reduced  demands  now  current  on  area  sown 

in  1882  ...  ...  ...       1  4 

Full  demand  of  1889  on  area  of  1877  ...       1  2 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (percent,  on  whole  cultivated  area) 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  15 

Good  and  average  land  ...  ...  34 

Bhur  ...  ...  ...  51 

The  average  incidence  may  be  compared  with  the  incidence  of 
revenue  on  cultivation  in  the  neighbouring  tahsil  of  Jhajjar,  viz., 
Re.  1-1.  Jhajjar  has  in  comparison  with  Rewari  a  larger  area  of  good 
soil,  but  a  smaller  proportion  of  well  irrigation.  Substantially, 
saving  the  temporary  reduction  of  8  per  cent,  granted  to  meet  present 
distress,  the  assessment  remains  unaltered.  The  tract  is  a  broad 
sandy  expanse  with  a  light  and  not  well-assured  rainfall.  I  feel 
some  doubts  how  far  the  reported  increase  in  cultivation  is  real ;  and 
the  irrigated  crops  being  chiefly  barley  and  the  unirrigated  crops 
bajra  and  pulses,  I  feel  sure  that  the  assessment  is  sufficiently  high. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  should  not  remain,  after  1889,  lower  than  the 
sum  which  was  paid  successfully  up  to  the  year  1877. 

In  the  following  table  I  place  in  juxta-position  the  rates  of  the 
Comparison     of  rates    former  and  present  settlement.    It  will  be 
of  former  and  present  *et-    seen  that  the  instances  are  few  in  which  both 
tlement.  the  maximum  and  minimum  rate  on  any  given 

soil  of  each  tahsil  as  assessed  by  Mr.  Channing  is  not  lower  than 
was  considered  a  fair  standard  in  A.  D.  1842. 
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Tahsil. 

S*ttl«n*nt  of  1842. 

New  Stttlement. 

Soil. 

Kabi  per 
acre. 

8oil. 

Babi  per  acre. 

From 

To 

Falwal  ... 

Irrigated  by  wells. 
Khadir 

unimgateu,  ex- 
cept Bhar 
Bhur 

3  80 
1  12  0 

1  90 
1  10 

Irrigated  by  wells 
Dahri 

Cmlcnot,  Harriot  and 
Magda  _ 
Bhur 

2  12  0 
2  40 

1  60 
014  0 

2  80 
2  20 

1  00 
012  0 

Firoipur  ... 

Irrigated  by  well*. 
Dahri 

umrngatea  other 

than  Bhur 
Bhur 

R.  A.  R.  A. 
3  10  to  8  3 
3  2  to  2  0 

20  to  1  11 
13to014 

Irrigated  by  wells  ... 
Dahri  ... 
Cm  km  it,  .Narmot  ana 

Magda 
Bhur 

3  80 
2  80 

1 120 
1  20 

2  8  0 
2  00 

1  10 
014  0 

Nuh  ... 

Irrigated  by  wells 
Dahri 

omJcnot,  Marmot 

and  Magda 
Bhur 

40  to  2  0 
3  3  to20 

1 12  to  1 0 
12to013 

Irrigated  by  wells ... 
Dahri 

L tn knot,  >armot  ana 

Magda 
Bhur 

2  10  0 
2  00 

1  70 
0  10  6 

2  8  0 
1  12  0 

0  14  0 

0  90 

Gurg&on  .. 

Irrigated  by  wells 
Dahri 

Chiknot,  Narmot 

and  Magda 
Bhur 

4  0  to  2  4 

33to22 

110  toO  14 
OlOtoOll 

Irrigated  by  wells  ... 
Dahri 

Chiknot,  Narmot  and 

Magda 
Bhur 

8  0  0 
2  80 

1  80 
0120 

2  4  0 
1  80 

013  0 
0  90 

Bewari  ... 

• 

Irrigated  by  wells 
Dahri 

Chiknot,  Narmot 
Bhur 

4  0  to  3  3 

•  |  • 

1  5  to  1  3 
0l4to013 

Irrigated  by  wells 
Dahri 

Chiknot,  Narmot  and 

Magda 
Bhur 

3  on 

1  10  0 

1  80 
0  12  0 

240 
180 

1  00 
0100 

And  in  order,  if  possible,  to  test  more  completely  the  relation  of 
Mr.  Channing's  assessment  to  the  former  revenue  rates,  I  have 
applied  them  to  the  area  cultivated  in  1882,  that  is  to  say,  to  tho 
cultivation  as  it  stood  after  6  years'  of  trouble.    The  result  is  shown 
below- 
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Bates  of  former  settlement  applied  to  actual  irrigation  and  cultivation 


Tahsil. 

Area  actually 
cultivated  in 
1882-83. 

Old  revenue 
rates  applied 
to  this  area. 



1  M              /-O                        *  ft 

Mr.  Channing  8 
total  assess- 
ment. 

Acres. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Palwal 

••• 

1,91,000 

3,07,875 

2,85,482 

Pirozpur 

•••  ••• 

1,50,000 

2,09,700 

2,38,563 

Nuh 

••i  ••• 

1,86,000 

2,82,000 

2,59,809 

Gnrgaon 

•  . »  • 

1,57,000 

1,99,800 

2,17,432 

Rewari 

1,90,000 

2,90,500 

2,76,827 

Total 

8,74,000 

12,89,875 

12,78,113 

1 

Concerning  the  figures  for  the  Firozpur  tahsil  there  is  some 
doubt  whether  the  results  of  the  old  revenue  rates  are  not  under- 
stated. But  the  statement  as  a  whole  favours  the  conclusion  that  the 
revised  assessment  as  first  made  involved  no  departure  from  the 
standard  of  assessment  applied  in  1842,  and  that,  though  prices  have 
,  .  ,  3g      risen  much,  the  incidence  of  assessment  was 

■ion,  paragrap  not  raised  by  Mr.  Channing  in  a  correspond- 

ing degree.  A  fortiori  the  tabid  lends  support  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  full  assessment  as  finally  fixed  by  Mr.  Wilson  can  properly 
be  levied  at  the  conclusion  of  the  7  year  period  of  reduction. 


35.   In  the  Punjab  Government's  recent  review  of  the  Delhi 

Settlement  Report  the  general  agreement  of 
the  revenue  rates  of  the  Delhi,  Gurgaon  and 
Rohtak  district  was  pointed  out.  The 
Rewari  tahsil,  which  is  not  mentioned 
in  those  orders,  compares  with  the  adjacent 
tahsil  of  Jhajjar,  as  follows 


Agreement  of  the  rare* 
sue  rates  with  those  Adop- 
ted in  Delhi  and  Rohtak. 

Paragraph  9  of  Punjab 
Government's  Proceedings 
l*»  dated  23rd  Jane  1*85. 
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RlWABl. 

Jhajjar. 

• 

Re. 

Re. 

Irrigated  by 

wells 

3    to  21 

Irrigated 

by  well* 

3    to  2 

Dahri 

••• 

l«to  H 

••• 

Unirrigated, 
Bhur 

except 

••• 

H  to  I 

TT          'utl'jLlA  1 

Bhur 

>d,  except 

Bhur 

•  •  • 

Bhur 

•  •  • 

}   to  n 

Incidence  of  revenue  in  36.  The  adjacent  tracts  in  Mathra, 
adjacent  tract*  in  the  Aligarh  and  Bulundshahr  are  believed  to  be 
North  Western  Provinces.    asaes8e(i  considerably  higher  than  the  Gur- 

gaon  district.    For  example  : — 


Rate  PBR  Acre. 

District. 

Pargana. 

Irrigated  land. 

Unirrigated 

land. 

Rs. 

Be. 

Bulandshahr 

... 

Jewar 

5*  to  2 

2    to  1 

Aligarh 

... 

Khair 

6    to  2\ 

2\  to  1 

Mathra 

■   ^ 

... 

Kosi 

9    to  iH 

1 

4    to  li 

— —  "     "  —  —      —  —  'J   _~  — —  w  —  Q    w  -™  # 

_      ,      ,  ,  wliere  the  incidence  of  the  revenue  is  lighter 

General  conclnston  as  to    than  in  the  old  Delhi  districts,   it  is  natural 


incidence  of  rates. 


that  I  should  regard  Mr.  Channing's  rates 
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&s  sufficiently  high ;  but  I  do  not  see  on  the  reports  submitted  any 
ground  for  lowering  them  ;  nor  unless  we  are  to  ignore  the  agricul- 
tural history  of  the  country  from  A.  D.  1842  to  1877,  does  it  seem 
likely  that  at  the  close  of  the  7  year  period  of  reduction  the  district 
at  large  will  be  unable  to  pay  the  full  assessment  as  finally  fixed  by 
Mr.  Wilson. 

37.     The  area  placed  under  fluctuating  assessment  has  been 
Fluctuating  assessments    restricted  as  closely  as  was  possible.  Portions 
Revision,  pams.  62,  63.    of  seven  villages  in  the  Nuh  and  Firozpur 
Report,  sections  193,  220,    tahsils,  and  of  five  villages  in  the  Gurgaon 
223,261'  tahsil  (on  the  Najafgarh  jhil),  have  been 

thus  treated.  The  average  income  is  something  over  Ks.  10,000  per 
annum.  The  revised  rates  proposed  for  the  Kotla  jhil  villages  have 
Punjab  Government's  Deen  sanctioned,  but  the  term  during  which 
No.  62,  dated  5th  Novum-  they  should  run  was  left  open  pending  sub- 
ber1883-  mission  of  the  final  report.    I  concur  with 

Mr.  Wilson  in  recommending  that  the  rates  of  these  villages  be  sanc- 
tioned for  7  years  only  (ending  rabi  1889),  at  the  end  of  which  term 
they  should  be  reconsidered.  After  consulting  the  Deputy  Com- 
Remiasiona  for  submer-  missioner,  Mr.  Maconachie,  I  do  not  recom- 
■ion.  mended  the  modification  of  the  existing  con- 

Report,  sections  220, 300.  dition  of  fixed  assessment  in  villages  liable  to 
Revision,  para.  61.  submersion  suggested  by  Mr.  Wilson.  The 

Question  is,  as  observed  by  him,  not  free  from  difficulty  ;  and  it  is 
oubtf  ul  whether  the  rule  as  it  stands  (and  much  less  that  proposed) 
is  fair  to  Government,  for  the  crop  next  following  seasons  of  sub- 
mersion is  always  a  very  rich  one.  If  necessary,  the  matter  can  be 
reconsidered  in  1889,  when  the  report  on  the  enforcement  of  the  full 
assessments  is  submitted. 

Final  opinion  on  the  38.    On  the  above  review  of  these  assess- 

oharacter  of  the  assess*  ment  operation  I  have  no  hesitation  in  en- 
ment'  dorsing  the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Lyall  in 

in  February  1883. 

"  Mr.  Lyall  does  not  think  that  it  would  be  possible  to  assess  the 
"  Gurgaon  district,  so  that  partial  suspensions  would  not  be  advis- 
tl  able  for  a  large  number  of  villages  (particularly  those  held  by 
"  Meos),  even  on  the  first  occasion  of  total  failure  of  harvest,  and 
"  remission  after  famine  years  or  repeated  years  of  very  poor  harvests. 
"  As  to  the  character  of  the  late  settlement,  if  cases  of  what  seems  to 
"  have  been  too  great  enhancement  are  put  aside,  Mr.  Lyall  finds  it 
"  not  easy  to  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  the  pitch  of  the  settlement  as 
"  a  whole  compared  with  that  of  other  settlements  in  the  Punjab 
proper,  the  Financial  Commissioner  thinks  that  Mr.  Channing  is 
"  right  in  characterising  it  as  full  for  the  Punjab ;  but,  on  the  other 
11  hand,  does  not  consider  it  to  be  very  full.  Mr.  Lyall  thinks  it  must 
"  bo  lighter  than  Mr.  Barnes'  settlement  was  when  made,  but  there  is 
f  1  not  the  room  which  at  the  date  of  that  settlement  existed  for 
"  improvement  by  cultivation  of  waste,  and  the  number  of  proprietors* 
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"seriously  crippled  by  indebtedness,  had  probably  also  much 
"  increased  :  before  Mr.  Barnes'  time  they  had  little  credit.  In  say- 
"  ing  that  Mr.  Channing's  assessment  is  lighter  than  Mr.  Barnes1 
"when  first  imposed,  Mr.  Lyall  means  that  he  believes  that,  owing  to 
"  a  large  increase  in  average  prices  and  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
"average  area  of  cultivation,  the  value  of  the  net  produce  has 
"  increased  in  an  infinitely  higher  ratio  than  the  enhancement  of 
"assessment:  he  thinks,  in  fact,  that  Mr.  Channing's  half  assets 
"  assessment  must  be  at  least  as  much  below  the  average  value  of 
"  the  lialf  net  produce  of  these  times  as  Mr.  Barnes'  was  below  the 
"  two-thirds  net  produce  of  his  days ;  but  Mr.  Barnes  was  giving 
"  great  reductions  to  a  people  inured  to  pay  all  that  could  be  paid  out 
"  of  a  demand  too  heavy  to  be  collected  in  full  with  any  regularity, 
"  and  the  result  of  course  was  great  relief." 

I  think  it  may  be  said  confidently  that  Mr.  Channing's  assess- 
ment was  not  as  a  whole  otherwise  than  a  moderate  assertion  of  what 
was  due  to  Government,  and  that  the  trouble  which  succeeded  its 
introduction  was  caused  by  very  exceptional  agricultural  distress — 
distress  aggravated  by  the  unwillingness  of  the  revenue  authorities  to 
grant  liberal  and  timely  suspensions.  The  distress  brought  into 
strong  light  such  faults  as  the  over-estimate  of  well  irrigation, 
and  other  points  which  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  notice,  and  it  gave 
rise  to  an  opinion,  in  which  I  do  not  myself  entirely  concur,  that  the 
total  area  of  cultivation  had  been  over-estimated.  It  is  good  that 
these  faults  have  been  exposed ;  but  it  was  the  succession  of  bad  sea- 
sons and  not  these  arrors  of  assessment  that  affected  the  stability  of 
the  assessment. 

39.    On  the  merits  of  the  measures  of  relief  adopted  in  1883,  it 

Remissions  and  reductions.    hardly  aPPe/**inS  to  me  *°  e*Pre8S  an  opinion. 

When  Mr.  Wilson  was  first  directed  to  deal 

with  the  distress,  he  urged  that  remissions  and  suspensions  were  re- 
quired, but  not  permanant  reduction  of  assessment.  The  Financial 
Commissioner  did  not  agree  to  this  view,  and  wrote  as  follows 

"  The  Financial  Commissioner  is  strongly  opposed  to  the  policy 
"  of  announcing  at  first  all  reductions  as  temporary,  leaving  it  open 
"  to  the  Government  to  take  the  jama  fixed  at  settlement  at  the  end 
"  of  the  term  for  which  temporary  reduction  is  announced,  even  in  the 
"  case  of  villages  for  which  permanent  reductions  are  now  proposed. 
"  Mr.  Lyall  doubts  if  it  will  be  possible  to  judge  so  much  better  at 
"  the  end  of  the  term  than  now  the  power  of  the  village  to  pay  the 
"  full  assessment  imposed  by  the  Settlement  Officer,  and  new  officers 
"  will  then  be  in  office  less  acquainted  perhaps  with  the  facts  than  the 
"  present  Settlement  Officer,  Deputy  Commissioner,  Commissioner  and 
"  Financial  Commissioner.  Mr.  Lyall,  therefore,  is  in  favour  of  an- 
"  nouncing  certain  reductions  at  once  as  permanent  and  others  as  tem- 
"  porary,  and  holding  thereafter  to  what  is  announced  as  far  as  possi- 
"  ble.  Nothing  should,  in  Mr.  Lyall's  opinion,  be  said  to  the  zamindars 
"  of  any  intention  to  continue  the  temporary  reductions  in  part  or  whole 
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u  after  the  term  for  which  they  are  now  given  out,  unless  the  Deputy 

"  Commissioner  can  certify  that  the  village  is  able  to  bear  the  increase; 
"  that  should  be  merely  an  instruction  to  the  Deputy  Commissioner. 
"  Mr.  Lyall  would  not  announce  a  reduction  as  temporary  unless  that 
"  there  is  now  good  reason  to  believe  that  it  ought  to  be  temporary 
"  only :  in  case  of  serious  doubt  as  to  whether  the  reduction  will  not 
"  be  required  permanently,  Mr.  Lyall  would  at  once  announce  it  for 
"  the  term  of  settlement.  Mr.  Lyall  wants,  in  fact,  to  decide  as  much 
"  as  possible  at  once  and  to  lessen  as  much  as  possible  the  work  at 
"  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  temporary  reductions  are  given. 
"  Unless  some  remissions  are  now  given  out  as  permanant  and  others 
"  as  temporary,  the  eamindars  will  perhaps  hardly  believe  that  the 
"  temporary  reductions  will  really  be  only  temporary;  and  Mr.  Lyall 
"  hopes  and  believes  that  if  permanent  reductions  are  now  liberally 
"  declared,  there  will  be  few  cases  of  temporary  reduction  in  which 
"  at  the  end  of  the  term,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  will  not  be  able  to 
"  certify  that  the  village  is  fit  to  pay  the  full  jama. 

"  With  reference  to  the  question  of  what  villages  should  be  grant- 
"  ed  temporary  and  what  villages  permanent  reductions  of  jama,  I 
"  am  to  remark  that  Mr.  Lyall's  view  is  that,  as  a  rule,  permanent  re- 
"  ductions  for  term  of  settlement  should  now  be  given  only  to  villages 
"  in  which,  at  the  recent  settlement,  a  considerable  enhancement  was 
"taken.  There  will  be  a  few  exceptions  to  this  rule  in  the  case  of 
u  villages  whose  jama  is  much  above  circle  rates  without  any  apparent 
"justification,  and  which  ure  now  in  a  really  bad  condition;  but  such 
"  exceptions  will,  Mr.  Lyall  thinks,  be  very  few  in  number.  Except- 
ing these  few  cases,  proposals  for  permanent  reduction  should  Mr. 
u  Lyall  thinks,  be  confined  at  present  to  the  case  of  villages  whose  jamas 
u  were  raised  to  a  degree  which  now  seems  to  have  been  unadvisable 
"  or  of  doubtful  expediency.  There  will  no  doubt  be  other  cases  in 
u  which,  though  there  was  no  considerable  enhancement  and  no  ap- 
"  parent  semblance  of  over-assessment,  yet  looking  to  the  present 
H  state  of  the  village,  it  may  seem  doubtful  whether  it  will  be  able  for 
"  a  long  time  to  come  to  pay  a  fair  jama  without  injury.  In  these 
"  cases  it  will,  Mr.  Lyall  thinks,  be  sufficient  to  give  temporary  reduc- 
"  tions  for  seven  years,  and  to  leave  it  to  the  district  authorities  to 
w  propose  further  temporary  reductions  at  the  end  of  that  time  :  it  can 
"  be  recorded  in  the  village  note-book  or  elsewhere  that  these  are 
"  doubtful  cases." 

The  instructions  actually  issued  by  the  Punjab  Government  were 
to  the  following  effect : — 

"  In  the  present  condition  of  the  villages  it  will  be  next  to  impos- 
"  sible  to  determine  whether  the  increase  taken  nearly  six  years  ago 
"  was  so  considerable  as  to  entitle  them  to  a  permanent  reduction. 
a  In  the  great  majority  of  villages  Mr.  Channing  took  an  enhance- 
u  ment ;  and  matters  have  now  passed  beyond  the  stage  at  which  the 
u  pressure  of  Mr.  Channing's  original  assessment  can  be  a  suitable 
u  index  of  the  measure  of  relief  required.    Whatever  be  the  causes 
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"  of  present  distress  in  any  village,  whether  over-assessment,  drought, 
"  loss  of  cattle,  famine,  pestilence  or  any  or  all  of  these,  the  problem 
"  is  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  village  as  it  now  stands,  and  to 
"judge,  upon  present  facts,  whether,  in  the  course  of  a  short  period 
"  of  years,  it  could  fairly  be  expected  to  pay  the  assessment  imposed 
"  upon  it  at  settlement,  or  whether  it  must  be  relieved  by  a  reduction 
"  of  assessment  for  the  whole  of  the  current  term.  If  a  given  village 
"  cannot  pay  the  assessment  now,  the  demand  must  be  reduced  ;  and 
"  if  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  village  being  able  to  pay  the  full  origi- 
"  nal  demand  or  some  slight  increase  over  the  reduced  demand  with- 
"  in  a  reasonable  number  of  years,  the  reduction  must  be  made  for 
"  terra  of  settlement.  Briefly,  the  present  condition  of  the  village  and 
"  the  probability  or  improbability  of  its  recovering  sufficiently  to  pay 
u  a  little  increase  should  be  the  main  considerations  in  determining 
"  whether  the  reductions  should  be  permanent  or  temporary. 

M  On  this  subject  no  more  precise  instructions  seem  to  the  Lieute- 
"  nant-Governor  to  be  required.  It  may,  however,  be  added  that 
"  henceforward  there  will  bo  no  necessity  to  use,  in  this  connection, 
"  the  terms  'permanent  and  temporary,  which  may,  indeed,  have  a 
"  misleading  effect.  Reductions  which  are  not  made  for  the  whole 
n  term  of  settlement  should  be  made  for  periods  of  7  or  5  years  as 
"  proposed  by  the  Financial  Commissioner,  and  announced  definitely 
"  for  such  periods  only.  In  all  such  cases  it  would  be  an  instruction 
"  to  the  local  officers  that  the  reductions  granted  for  7  or  5  years 
"  shall  be  prolonged  until  the  Deputy  Commissioner  can  certify  that 
"  the  villages  can  bear  any  increase  which  may  then  be  proposed  for 
u  them.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  quite  concurs  with  the  Financial 
w  Commissioner  that  there  is  no  need  to  make  any  announcement  to 
"  the  people  upon  this  point.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  further  fully 
«  agrees  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Financial  Commissioner  in 
"  your  7th  paragraph  that  endeavours  should  be  made  to  finally  deter- 
"  mine  as  many  cases  as  possible  at  the  present  time.  The  question 
"  whether  some  large  and  more  numerous  reductions  for  term  of  set- 
"  tlement  should  not  be  given  in  Nuh  and  Firozpur,  than  have  so  far 
"  been  proposed,  should  also  be  considered  as  suggested  in  your  para- 
"  graph  6/' 

It  is  by  those  instructions  that  what  Mr.  Wilson  actually  did  is 
to  be  judged  ;  and  substantially  his  action  has  already  been  approved 
by  Government.  At  the  same  time  I  think  that  on  future  occasions  it 
would  be  safer  if  no  attempt  were  made  to  decide  what  reductioni 
should  be  permanent  until  good  seasons  have  returned.  It  was  the 
large  temporary  reduction  for  7  years,  rather  than  the  smaller  per- 
manent remissions,  that  gave  encouragement  to  the  agriculturists. 
What  they  need  on  such  occasions  is  present  relief  given  promptly 
and  liberally.  The  fixity  of  the  assessment  has  for  the  time  being 
vanished,  and  it  is  safer  to  refrain  from  attempting  to  judge  what 
will  be  suitable  after  the  distress  has  passed  away,  and  to  accept 
suspensions,  remissions  and  temporary  assessments  as  part  of  the 
anxieties  of  the  time. 
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40.  At  the  present  moment  there  is  good  reason  for  hoping 
Sanction  required  that  after  rabi  1889  the  full  assessment  as 

fixed  by  Mr.  Wilson  can  appropriately  be 
levied ;  and  as  a  matter  of  form  it  is  that  assessment  that  the 
sanction  of  Government  will  now  be  asked.  But  as  contemplated  by 
Para.  9  of  GoTernment'a  Government's  orders,  before  the  full  assess- 
No.  49,  dated  6th  March  men  t  is  enforced  the  condition  of  each  village 
1883,  will  be  inquired  into,  and  a  report  will  be 

submitted  for  sanction  to  the  action  it  may  then  be  proposed  to 
take. 

41.  I  ask  that  the  services  of  Mr.  Channing  in  this  settlement 
may  be  acknowledged  favorably  by  Government.  The  survey  and 
record  were  good  ;  and  in  his  assessment  work,  whatever  its  faults 
of  detail,  he  on  the  whole  estimated  fairly  and  moderately  the  increase 
due  to  Government.  Towards  the  close  of  settlement  opera- 
tions in  December  1877,  he  was  removed  from  the  district ;  but 
before  leaving  he  had  urged  the  necessity  for  suspensions,  and  he 
was  not  therefore  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  his  assessments 
in  spite  of  bad  seasons. 

42.  To  Mr.  Wilson  I  consider  that  the  Government  is  indebted 
in  a  very  special  degree.  He  was  deputed  in  November  1882  to 
revise  the  assessments,  and  had  entirely  completed  both  thi3  work 
and  his  report  of  it  by  August  1883,  that  is  to  say,  in  nine  months. 
His  report  of  this  work  is  an  excellent  one ;  but  the  work  itself 
involved  very  great  personal  exertions,  and  I  believe  it  to  be 
throughout  of  very  exceptional  merit. 

(Sd).   E.  G.  WACE, 
Second  Financial  Commissioner. 
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Cropa  sown  in  the 


I 

2  3 

4        |        5  6 

• 

Year. 

Kqa 

Joar. 

Bajra. 

Bajra  utith 
pnlsei. 

Moth,  mung, 
euir  and 
chaula. 

ii 

1882-83  ... 
1883  84  ... 

1884-  85  ... 

1885-  86  ... 

 — — - ~ 

■  •  • 

32,507 
61,725 
31,959 

16,533 
27,358 
24,848 

•  •  • 

12 

•  •  • 

5,825 
•  10,256 
10,813 

FlROZPDB. 

1882-  83  .. 

1883-  84  ... 

1884-  85  ... 

1885-  86  ... 

24,028 
31,324 
18,399 

... 

33,940 
39,999 
12,936 

1,768 
1,525 
15,515 

5,646 
5,009 
2,997 

|{ 

1882-83  ... 
1883  84  ... 
1884-85  ... 
18S5-86  ... 

15,234 
33,836 
18,484 

31,668 
65,437 
20,581 

•  •  • 

13,323 

7,435 
6,218 
16,212 

©  i 

1882  83  ... 

1883-  84  ... 

1884-  85  ... 

1885-  86  ... 

5,747 
12,847 
4,063 

12,781 
30,261 
9,772 

87,790 
64,639 
50,715 

3,578 
10,670 
19,118 

Rewabi. 

1882-  83  ... 

1883-  84    . . . 
188485  ... 
1885-86  ... 

15,560 
16,540 
13,729 

47,204 
71,948 
25,671 

.  •  ■ 
*  •  • 

30,011 

61,346 
62,441 
62,488 

j      Total.  | 

1882-  83  ... 

1883-  84  ... 

1884-  85  ... 

1885-  86  ... 

93^076 
1,56,272 
86,634 

i 

1,42,121 

2,35,003 
93,808 

89,558 
66,176 
1,09,564 

83,830 
94,594 
1,11,628 
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Gurgaon  District,  1883-85. 


7 

8 

9 

10 

»  1 

Hir. 

Uuar. 

111. 

Lotton. 

Indigo. 

Uthers. 

lotal. 

2,569 
3,067 
6,654 

•  •  ■ 

21 
19 

,  1,680 

20,544 
27,828 
31,053 

3,186 
8,013 
7,160 

3,579 
3,424 
8,949 

84,764 
1,41,702 
1,2:3,116 

8,505 
8,086 
5,944 

713 

687 
812 

20,428 
18,816 
22,112 

188 
873 
899 

3,421 
3,197 
3,798 

98,637 
1,09,516 
83,412 

6,547 
7,709 
5,182 

*  ■  ■ 

65 
63 
768 

17,054 
21,998 
23,498 

*404 
807 
914 

... 
604 
1,069 
2,634 

79,006 
1,37,137 
1,01,596 

•  •  • 

9,744 
3,710 

•  ■  • 

6,658 
377 

•  •  * 

2,343 
3,235 
3,766 

• « . 
... 
.  •  • 

• .  ■ 

1,444 

646 
963 

• .  • 

1,16,511 
1,38,700 
92,484 

*6,646 
11,676 
9,687 

•  •  • 

20 
9 
70 

1,416 
1,450 
2,736 

... 

... 
.  •  • 
. . . 

"'86 
234 
382 

1,32,278 
1,64,298 
1,44,774 

27,195 
40,282 
31,177 

819 
7,436 
3,707 

61,785 
73,327 
83,165 

3,778 
9,693 
8,973 

9,134 
8,570 
16,726 

5,li,296 
6,91,353 
5,45,382 

s 
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Crops  in  the  Gurgaon 


Year. 

14 

15        1  16 

'  1 

Ra 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Gram. 

Mixed  crop 
of  wheat 
barley  and 
gram. 

w 

1882-  83  ... 

1883-  84  ... 

1884-  85  ... 

1885-  86  ... 

16,188 
8,993 
7,911 

•  •  • 

26,697 
16,500 
7,312 

41,194 

12,279 
25,778 

•  *  • 

32,450 
42,231 

1 

I 

1882-  83  ... 

1883-  84  ... 

1884-  85  ... 

1885-  86  ... 

5,774 

5,234 
6,142 
. .. 

8,739 
16,234 
8,694 

21,051 
7,557 
26,647 

• .  • 

37,769 
20,122 
39,923 

•  •  • 

Nuh. 

i  r\r\e\  est* 

1882-  83  ... 

1883-  84 

1884-  85  ... 

1885-  86  ... 

18,227 
6,073 
8,783 

■  •  • 

26,498 
27,386 
11,212 

•  ■  • 

29,977 
7,700 
28,766 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

11,404 
37,172 

•  ■  ■ 

it 

s( 

1882-  83  ... 

1883-  84  ... 

1884-  85  ... 
,1885-86  ... 

8,444 
7,400 
9,380 
... 

20,299 
24,194 
21,698 

•  •  • 

2,125 
3^4*4*0 
14,564 

■  •  . 

11,449 

8,956 
15,042 

• .  • 

IS 

w 

1882-  83  ... 

1883-  84  ... 

1884-  85  ... 

1885-  86  ... 

9,318 
5,862 
7,476 

•  •  • 

30,574 
29,697 
31,739 

•  •• 

2,208 
1,003 
8,366 

•  •  • 

1,190 
21 
1,169 
... 

1  Total. 

1882-  83  ... 

1883-  84  ... 
1884.85  ... 
1885-86  ... 

57  951 
33,562 
39,692 

1,12,807 
1,14,011 
82,655 

■  •  • 

96,555 
31,985 
1,04,121 

•  •  • 

50,408 
72,953 
1,35,537 
... 
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District,  1888-85. 


18 

19 

20 

BI. 

Mustard  and 
tara. 

Other. 

Total. 

Total  of  both 
crops. 

691  1 
703 
1,460 

•  •  • 

938 
1,317 
1,398 

85,708 
72,242 
88,090 
... 

•  •  • 

1,57,006 
2,29,792 

•  . . 

2,023 
1,311 
4,458 

•  •  • 

622 
1,923 
2,113 

... 

75,978 
52,381 
87,977 

1,51,018 
1,97,493 

592 
499 
1,287 

178 
436 
788 

•  •  • 

75,472 
53,498 
88,008 

•  •  • 

1,32,504 
2,25,145 

•  ■  • 

649 

SSov 
408 

394 
1,589 
1,079 

43,360 

A  F    Ci  A  A 

45,844 
62,171 

•  i  • 

1       f\  Aft 

1,62,455 
2,00,871 

•  •  • 

684 

908 
2,034 

2,519 
3,485 
2,507 

46,493 
40,976 
53,291 

•  •  • 

1,73,254 
2,17,589 
•  •  • 

4,639 
3,680 
9,647 

•  •  i 

4,651 
8,750 
7,885 

••• 

3,27,011 
2,64,941 
3,79,537 

• 

7,'76,237 
10,70,890 

•  i  • 
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15,911 
11,038 
(23) 
6,365 

|  18,596 
18,441 
(16) 
2,506 

13,731 
17,047 
(13) 
2,070 

•  •  • 

i 

20,630 
14,992 
(22) 
4,571 

... 

1  15,302 
8,432 
(29) 
156 

In  1881    In  1883 
8,469  8,224 

?i  co        eg  rH 

rH  r-  fl 
rH 

rH  CO 

oo  r* 

oo  ■> 

rH  ^ 

12,357 
13,693 
(14) 
1,547 
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12,178 
(17) 
1,148 
6,680 

•A 

Five  years' 
averago 
before 
1877. 

1,54,506 
1,51,942 

14,478 

1,14,189 

11,021 
12,178 
(14) 
1,148 
6,680 

1842. 

2,10,833 
94,383 

(36) 
9  016 

14,665 
8,798 
(27) 
661 

? 

CO 

Before  1842.  Highest. 

R8.  2,40,070 
Acres  94,383 
Annas  (41) 
Acres  9,016 

Rs.  15,610 
Acres  8,798 
Annas  (28) 
Acres  661 

? 

Assessment 
Cultivation 
Incidence 
Irrigation 

Population 

Assessment 

Cultivation 

Incidence 

Irrigation 

Population 

«— i 
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16,875 
11,822 
(23) 
3,535 

11,001 

8,892 
(20) 
1,288 

CJ  CN  tO 

of  cm" 

15,828 
10,939 

(23) 
Wells  1,087 
Canal  14 
(1883)  7,270 
(1881)  7,581 

10,037 
6,907 

(23) 

554 

(1883)  5,736 
(1881)  5,847 

26,174 
17,469 

(24) 

Wells  1,392 
Canal  1,987 
(1883)  14,181 
(1881)  15,552 

2,51,329 
1,90,849 
(21) 

Wells  8,658 
Canal  26,374 
(1883)  1,33,385 
(1881)  1,42,258 

17,231 
11,822 
(23) 
3,535 

8,141 

11,770 
1  8,892 

(21) 
1,288 
6,295 

|  29,671 
20,638 
(23) 
2,967 

16,795 

2,77,885 
2,05,472 

/22) 

23,416 

1,52,100 

17,694 
11,822 

(24) 

3,535 

8,141 

Oi  Ol      CO  o 
t-  Oi      CO  Oi 
Oi  CO  r>Q*  «N 

ft     pi  tp      m  m 

CO  CO  fH  *D 

' — ' 

23,383 
20,638 
(18) 
2,967 

16,795 

2,15,583 
2,05,472 

(17) 

23,416 

1,52,100 

22,523 
10,278 
(35) 
3,512 

8,210 
5,432 
(24) 
638 

? 

32,092 
12,010 
(43) 
1,716 

Ha.  26,475 
Acres  10.278 
Annas  (41) 

Acres  3,512 

P  ' 

Rs.  9,453 
Acres  5,432 
Annas  (28) 
Acres  638 
? 

Rs.  36,158 
Acres  12,010 
Annas  (48) 
Acres  1,716 

<o  o  5 

Ol  CO  3  ^ 
CO 

ev. 

Ill 

CO  o  p  o 

Assessment 

Cultiration 
Incidence 

Irrigation  ... 
Population 

Assessment 

Cultivation 

Incidence 

Irrigation 

Population 

Assessment 
Cultivation 
Incidence 
Irrigation 

Population 

Assessment 
Cultivation 
Incidence 
Irrigation 

Population 

THHYQ 

1  j 
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No. 

Statement  showing  the  varieties  of  Tenures  held  direst 


Nature  of  Tenure. 


j  (a).   Held  by  individuals  under  law  of  primo- 


(1).  Great  ZamindAris  paying )  geniture 

above  Kb.  50,000  B e venue,  j  (b).    Held  by  individuals  and  families  under 

'  ordinary  law   

!(a).    Held  by  individuals  under  law  of  primo- 
geniture   
(  6).    Held  by  individuals  and  famiUes  under 
ordinary  law   

(8).    Zamindiris  paying  from  I  (a).  Ditto   

Rs.  1.000  to  Rs.  6,000  \  fM 
Revenue.  I 

(4)  .    Zamindaris   paying   Ra.  [(a).  Ditto 

1,000  and  under.  |  (b). 

(5)  .    Proprietary  cultivating 

communities  paying  in 
common...       ...  ... 


II. — Village  communities  not  paying  in  common — 


!In  wbioh  tbe  land  and  tbe  Revenue  are  di vi- 
ded  upon  ancestral  or  customary  shares,  sub- 
ject to  succession  by  the  law  of  inheritance  .. 
f 9^     ft  h»i ArVii  k  \    *n  w^*cn  possession  is  the  measure  of  right 

K  I  in  ail  lands   

I    In  whioh  the  lands  are  held  partly  in  seve- 
(3).    Mixed  or  imperfeot  Patti-  J  rait y  and  partly  in  common.    The  measure  of 
dftri  or  Bhaisohira     ...   l  right  in  common  land  being  the  amount  of  the 

( share  or  the  extent  of  land  held  in  severalty... 


III. — Grantees  of  British  Government  (not  falling  under  any  of  the  previous  classes) 
paying  Revenue  direct  to  Government  in  the  position  of— 

C    Including  individuals  rewarded  for  service* 

(1)  .    Proprietors       ...       ...  <  or  otherwise,  but  not  purchasers  of  Govern- 

(ment  waste  (V)  . 

(2)  . 


•••  ••• 

•  ••  ■•  •■•  • • •  •••  •••  •••  •  •  • 


IV. — Landholders  who  have  redeemed  the  Revenue,  and  are  not  members  of  any  vil- 
lage community,  not  included  in  any  of  the  previous  classes... 


V. — Purchasers  of  Government  waste  paying  Revenue  direct  to  Government,  and  not 
falling  under  any  of  the  previous  clasees    


VI  —  Government  waste,  reserved  or  unatsigned  (b) 


•*•  •*• 


Total  (which  should  be  the  total  area  of  the  district,  excepting  Municipalities}.. 
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from  Government  in  the  Qurgaon  District  for  1883-84. 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

ho.  of 

No.  of 

Til- 
lages. 

No.  of 
holdcra 
or  share* 

Gross 
area  in 

Average 
area  of 
each 
estate. 

Average 
assess- 
ment of 
each 
estate. 

rate  per 
acre. 

*•  • 
•  •• 

■  M 

•  •  • 

•  •  | 

... 
... 

•  •• 

•  •  ■ 
... 

•  •  • 

... 
... 

••i 
... 

1 

1 

18 

8,170 

... 

8,170 

6,294 

1    10  8 

... 

• 

•  •  | 

... 

Ml 

... 

• 

18 

•  •• 

18 

••• 

18 

... 

9,029 

.  .  • 

603 

408 

... 

0   13  0 

1S2 

153 

8,761 

1,34,381 

818 

591 

0   11  6 

6 

6 

847 

4,820 

964 

895 

0   14  10 

8 

8 

166 

3,270 

757 

740 

0   15  7 

1  073 

1  073 

10,060 

10  77  316 

XI/,/  1  ,01U 

1  004 

908 

0   14  6 

13 

•  •• 

13 

■  M 

875 

M  • 

11,065 

■  i  ■ 

923 

... 

t  ■• 

••■ 
... 

•  •• 

••• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

... 

'■  J   1  w— 
... 

... 

•  •• 

•  •  * 

■•« 

... 

... 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •« 

•  •• 

... 

■  ■■-  — 

... 

•  •• 

• 

1,384 

79,887 

12,82,060 

976 

•  •• 
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No. 

Statement  of  Tenurei  not  held  direct  from  Government 


Nature  of  Tenure. 


I. —  Tenant  $  vrith  right  of  occupancy  — 


f(D. 

U  \  <2>- 

•5  2    I  (3). 


Paying  only  the  amount  of  the  Government  Bevenue  to  the  pro- 
pnofcors  •••  * •  •  ••>       •••       •■■  ui 

Paying  such  amount,  plus  a  cash  Malikana   •.   

Paying  at  stated  cash  rates  per  acre  ... 

Paying  lump  sums  (cash)  for  their  holdings  

Total  paying  rent  in  cash  


i 

i 


( 1 ) .  Paying  by  a  stated  share 
of  the  produce  in  kind 


(2)  .   Paying  by  a  stated  share 

of  the  produce,  plus  a 
further  cash  contribu- 
tion. 

(3)  .    Paying  a  fixed  amount  , 

of  grain  for  their  hold- 1 
ings  with  or  without  a  V 
further  cash  contribu- 1 
tion.  J 


i  Produoe  and  more   

i  Produce  and  less  than  i  produce 
j  Produce  and  less  than  i  produce 
i  Produce  and  less  than  t  produoe 
Less  than  •}  share  of  produce  ... 

(a).   When  the  share  of  produce  paid 

is  $  and  more  

When  the  share  of  produce  paid 
is  less  than  i 

•••       ...  ... 


C 


Total  paying  rent  in  kind 


Grand  Total  of  tenants  with  right  of  occupancy 


II. — Tenant*  holding  conditionally— 

(1)  .    For  life      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  ■•• 

(2)  .   Porp.rio.lonW  ...{<#  Z 

(3)  .    Subject  to  village  service  and  payment  of  rent 


... 
•  •• 


II  l.—Tenantt-at  toill 


((«)• 
...  j(6). 

((c). 


Paying  in  cash  .. 
Paying  in  kind 
Paying  partly  in 


»  ••■ 

( i  produce  and  more 
( less  than  |  produce 
and  partly  in  kind 


IV.— Holder*  of  grant*  cultivating  the  lands  held  (i.e.,  partie*  enjoying  freehold* 
from  proprietor*  being  excused  all  revenue)  D — 
[1).    Sankalap  or  Dharmarth  


£ 


Total 
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XXXIV. 


in  the  Ourgaon  district  for  1883-84. 


a 

1 

5 

6 

7 

No.  of  holdings. 

Area  of  land 
held. 

Average  area  of 
holding. 

Average  cash 
rent  of  each 
holding. 

Average  rent 
per  acre. 

11,727 
70 
2,000 
976 

66,784 
981 
9,455 
9,591 

6 
14 

6 
10 

Ra.    A.  P. 

7  3  8 
24     2  6 

7  12  9 
21     8  8 

Rs.    A.  P. 

14  4 

1    15  3 

1  10  8 

2  3  1 

14,793 

86,811 

6 

8     5  4 

16  9 

•  •• 

715 

•  •• 

•  •• 
••• 

• 

•  •  ■ 

6,551 

•  •  * 
••• 

••■ 

•  •  * 

•  *  * 

9 

•  ■• 
... 
... 

■  • . 

•  •  a 

•  •  ■ 

•  •♦ 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

••• 
... 
... 
••• 
••  • 

••• 
... 

715 

6,551 

9 

... 

15,508 

93,362 

6 

•  •i 

'  — — —  —  ■ 

» 

•  •  • 

149 

•  •• 

■  •• 

•  •  • 

1,173 

... 

•  •• 

8 

•  •• 

20  "l  5 

•  • 

2   "8  10 

... 
... 

47,232 

4,399 
245 

1,90,308 

A    A\  ■  1  i 

36,632 
1,815 

4 

a 

o 

8 
7 

8     0  0 

2     0  0 

... 
... 
... 

1,984 
2,828 

6,079 
5,225 

3 
2 

•  •  t 

•  •  • 

■  ■  ■ 

wm 

73,893 

3,88,000 

4 

... 
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No.  2881,  dated  16th  Norember  1888. 

F.  D.  Tbsmlstt,  Esquire,  Commissioner  and  Superintendent,  Delhi  Dirision, 
To— T.  G.  Walker,  Esquire,  Senior  Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner,  Punjab. 

I  Have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  report  of  the  present 
settlement  of  the  Gurgaon  district,  together  with  its  recent  revision 
under  the  orders  of  Government,  by  Mr.  J.  Wilson. 

2.  I  feel  some  explanation  is  due  for  my  doing  so  at  a  time  when 

Personal  explanation         1  naV°  **  yGt  ^ad.  n0  0PPor*unifc7  moving 
p         •        through  the  district  of  forming  an  opinion  at 

first  hand  as  to  the  merits  of  the  work  I  am  submitting ;  and  it  is 
needless  to  say  how  fully  I  feel  the  force  of  this  drawback ;  but  with 
the  prospect  of  the  Division  being  united  in  the  coming  spring  with 
the  adjacent  ones,  and  recent  experience  of  how  little  time  the  heavy 
current  duties  of  the  Division  leave  for  extraordinary  work,  I  fear 
that  if  I  were  not  to  avail  myself  of  the  leisure  afforded  by  leave,  and 
were  to  postpone  reporting  until  I  had  completed  my  tour  in  Febru- 
ary or  March  next,  the  duty  might  be  altogether  elbowed  aside  then 
by  other  more  pressing  and  urgent,  t  hough  not  more  important,  ones. 
It  seems  therefore  the  better  course  to  forward  the  report  now,  rather 
than  run  the  risk  of  indefinite  delay. 

3.  The  territories  now  constituting  the  district  of  Gurgaon 
History  of  tho  district    came  under  the  power  of  the  E  ast  India  Com- 

aince  the  time  of  Lord  Lake,  pany  in  the  beginning  of  the  century  by  Lord 
Lake's  victories  over  the  Mahrattas  and  the  consequent  treaty  of 
Anjengaon,  dated  December  30fch,  1803.  At  that  time  the  British 
policy  inclined  to  making  the  Jumna  the  western  boundary  of  our 
territories,  and  consequently  the  ceded  districts  to  the  west  were 
readily  granted  in  jagir. 

4.  Briefly,  the  subsequent  history  of  the  parganas  comprising 

the  present  district  is  as  follows : — What  is 
Tanmi  Gurgaon.  nQW  tuQ  0f  Gurgaon  then  included  the 

parganas  of  Jharta,  Sonah  and  Bahora.  The  first  of  these  was 
confirmed  in  jagir  to  the  Begum  Samru,  and  only  lapsed  to  Govern- 
ment on  her  death  in  1836,  when  it  was  summarily  settled  by  Mr. 
0.  Gubbins,  which  settlement  was  revised  and  finally  reported  in 
1840.  Sonah,  after  being  managed  first  by  tho  Rajah  of  Bhurtpur, 
and  then  by  the  Ahir  Chief  Rao  Tej  Singh  of  Rewari,  was  settled  by 
Mr.  W.  Fraser  in  1808,  which  settlement  was  revised  and  reduced  by 
nearly  25  per  cent,  by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1842.  Bahora  also  was  at  first 
granted  to  Bhurtpur,  and  was  then  farmed  by  a  member  of  the  family 
of  Tej  Singh,  until  1816  when  it  too  was  settled  by  Mr.  W.  Fraser. 
This  settlement  was  revised  by  Mr.  (afterwards  Lord)  Lawrence  in 
1837.  After  the  mutiny  34  more  villages  were  annexed  to  this  dis- 
trict from  the  forfeited  states  of  Jhajjar,  Farrukhnagur  and  the  King 
of  Delhi's  tahsil  of  Kot  Kasim. 
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5.  The  present  tahsil  of  Rewari  comprises  the  old  pargana  of 

__.  „ «,  Rewari  and  Shahjahanpur.     The  history  of 

Tahsil  Rowan.  »  D  _z_  •  •    •    . i  •  «i 

the  pargana  of  Kewari  is  in  the  mam  similar 

to  that  of  the  adjacent  one  of  Bahora.    That  of  Shahjahanpur  was 

continued  in  jagir  to  its  then  holder,  Harnarayan  Haldea,  a  Mahratta 

dependent  of  the  Jaipur  State,   with   whom  it  remained  till  his 

death  in  1824,  when  it  lapsed  and  was  settled  by  Mr.  Cavendish. 

This  settlement  was  revised  and  enhanced  by  Mr.  Lawrence  in  1838. 

6.  To  the  tahsil  of  Nuh   belong  the  parganas  of  Tauru,  Nuh 

Tahsil  Nuh  anc^  ^a^n*  ^rs^  °^  tneae  was  bestowed 

in  jagir  on  the  Rajah  of  Bhurtpur,  from  whom 

it  was  resumed  after  the  taking  of  his  capital  in  1826  by  Lord  Comber- 
mere.  It  was  then,  after  two  years  of  direct  management,  settled  by 
Mr.  Cavendish,  and  resettled  in  1837  by  Mr.  Lawrence  at  a  reduction 
of  about  15  per  cent.,  which  was  followed  by  another  large  diminution 
of  assessment  by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1841.  The  history  of  the  Nuh  pargana 
differed  but  slightly  from  that  of  the  adjacent  one  of  Sonah.  After 
being  farmed  by  Rao  Tej  Singh  of  Rewari,  it  was  settled  in  1809,  and 
resettled  with  a  reduction  of  over  18  per  cent,  in  1841.  Hatin  was 
held  on  an  iatamrar  grant  by  Faozulla  Beg  Khan  till  his  death  in 
1823,  when  it  was  settled  by  Mr.  Cavendish,  and  resettled  with  a 
reduction  of  25  per  cent,  by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1841. 

7.  In  the  tahsil  of  Palwal  are  the  parganas  of  Palwal  and 
Tahsil  Palw»l  Hodal.    These  parganas,  on  the  conquest  of 

Delhi  by  Lord  Lake,  were  given — the  first 
on  an  istamrar  grant — to  the  Nawab  Murtaza  Khan,  and  the  other  in 
jagir  to  Muhammad  Khan  Afridi  Hodal ;  lapsed  by  death  in  1813,  and 
after  a  five  years'  settlement  it  was  resettled  by  Mr.  Cavendish  in 
1821,  and  again  by  Mr.  Gubbins  in  1838,  and  finally  revised  and  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1842.  Palwal  did  not  fall  in  by  the  death 
of  the  grantee  till  1818.  After  being  held  in  direct  management  for 
a  few  years,  it  was  settled  by  Mr.  Cavendish  in  1820.  It  was  reassessed 
about  1838  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  but  further  reductions  were  still  needed, 
and  the  assessment  was  finally  revised  by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1843. 

8.  The  tahsil  of  Firozpur,  comprising  the  parganas  of  Firozpur 

and  Punahana  formed  part  of  the  jagir  con- 
T.hsil  Firospur.  f erred  by  Lord  Lftke  Qn  Ahmad  Bakhsh  Rhan  . 

and  after  the  execution  of  his  son  Shamsuddin  Khan  for  the  murder 
of  Mr.  W.  Fraser,  these  parganas  were  confiscated  and  resumed 
by  Government.  The  territory  was  first  summarily  settled  by  Mr.  C. 
Gubbins,  but  was  after  wads  revised  and  finally  settled  by  his  brother 
Mr.  M.  Gubbins  in  1841. 

9.  From  the  "  statistical  account  of  Gurgaon, "  published  in 
Subsequent  fiscal  history    1840,  it  appeared  that  one  sale  and  two  trans- 

from  the  settlements  of  fers  for  arrears  of  revenue  had  alone  occurred 
1837-41.  in  the  tahsil  of  Gurgaon  since  the  revision  of 

settlement  up  to  that  time.    The  records  of  subsequent  years  were 
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destroyed  iu  the  mutiny;  but  from  1859  to  1874  the  percentage  of 
balances  to  the  demand  was  2  3,  and  of  remissions  1't,  and  in  the  last 
eleven  years  of  the  period,  if  the  necessary  fluctuations  caused  by  the 
Najafgarh  jhil  be  excluded,  the  percentages  were  only  0*4  and  0  04  on 
the  jama.    In  the  Rowari  tahsil  one  village  was  sold,  one  was  for- 
feited, and  two  transferred  up  to  1849,  and  the  writer  of  the  statistical 
account  speaks  of  it  as,  when  viewed  comparatively,  not  having 
obtained  so  large  a  measure  of  relief  as  the  other  tahsils.  The 
percentage  of    balances  from  1860  to  1874  to  the  demand  was 
5*9    and  of    remissions    during    the    same  period    1*6,  besides 
reductions  of  assessment  amounting  to  Hs.  600  before  the  mutiny, 
and  to  an  aggregate  of  Ks.  5,645  afterwards.    In  1849  the  working 
of  the  revised  settlements  in  the  Nuh  tahsil  were  favourably  spoken 
of  ;  and  of  late  years  the  balances  were  either  due  to  the  drought  of 
1860-61,  or  else  to  the  liability  of  certain  villages  in  the  low-lying 
parts  of  the  tahsil  to  excessive  inundation.    In  Palwal  two  villages 
had  been  sold,  two  farmed,  and  two  taken  under  direct  management 
prior  to  1849.    Subsequently,  since  the  mutiny,  Mr.  Channing  speaks 
of  the  state  of  this  tahsil  as  having  been  one  of  very  great  prosperity, 
as,  except  in  the  famine  year  of  1860-61  when  remissions  to  the 
amount  of  Ks.  5,079  were  granted,  balances  and  remissions  have  been 
unknown,  and  in  no  case  had  tho  severe  forms  of  coercion  to  be 
resorted  to.    Lastly,  in  the  Firozpur  tahsil,  Mr.  Fraser,  writing  in 
1849,  says  that  in  the  Firozpur  pargana  no  changes,  and  in  the 
Punahana  one,  very  few  had  taken  place  owing  to  the  assessment. 
Since  the  mutiny,  with   the  exception  of  the  famine  year  above 
alluded  to,  the  Government  demand  was  collected  with  great  regu- 
larity aud  without  recourse  to  the  harsher  forms  of  constraint,  the 
few  balances  other  than  the  famine  ones  being  due   to  mischief 
caused  by  hill  torrents  and  by  floods. 

10.    So  long  a  period  has  elapsed  6ince  the  report  itself  was 

Recent  decrease  of  po-  written>  that  &  s°eiu9  wortn  wnile  supple- 
pulation.  uienting  some  of  the  general  information  con- 

tained in  the  early  chapters  by  the  more 
recent  returns  and  figures.  In  continuation  of  section  39  therefore 
it  may  be  stated  that  the  census  of  1881  gives  the  entire  population 
of  the  district  at  6,41,848,  with  a  percentage  of  males  52*8  and  of 
females  47  2.  This  shows  not  only  a  decrease  of  nearly  55,000,  but 
the  proportion  of  males  to  females  is  also  diminished.  These  figures 
aro  very  carefully  discussed  by  Mr.  Wilson  in  para  7  of  his  revision 
report,  and  I  conceive  that  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  great 
decrease  in  population  is  mainly  due  to  tho  almost  pestilential  years 
of  1878  and  1879,  the  sickness  and  mortality  in  which  were  doubtless 
in  great  degree  due  to,  or  at  any  rate  aggravated  and  intensified  by, 
the  scarcity  of  1877-78,  and  also  to  the  emigration  caused  by  the 
failure  of  the  harvests.  It  is  only  natural  too  that  the  unhealthinoss 
of  those  years  and  tho  low  state  of  general  health  caused  by  the  scanty 
food-supply  must  have  told  both  on  the  birth  rate  aud  in  causing 
special  mortality  among  infants  and  young  children.    Gurgaon  now 
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only  stands  twelfth,  and  not  ninth  as  before,  among  the  Punjab 
districts  in  regard  to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  The  number 
of  persons  to  the  square  mile  has  also  fallen  from  359  to  331. 

11.  With  reference  to  the  decaying  race  of  the  Khanzadas, 
Bahadar  Khan's  mos  uo    described  in  section  42  of  the  report,  I  may 

at  Kotila.  mention  a  recent  interesting  discovery  made 

by  General  A.  Cunningham.  He  found  an 
inscription  on  a  mosque  at  their  old  capital  Kotila,  which  shows  that 
Bahadar  Khan  in  795  A.  H.,  in  the  days  of  Mahammad  Shah  Tughlaq, 
erected  it  after  despoiling  an  idol  temple  at  Sambhali,  by  which  name 
the  village  of  Shahabad  in  Ulwar  territory,  to  the  west  of  the  chain 
of  hills  under  which  Kotila  stands,  is  still  known.  The  inscription 
speaks  of  the  building  of  the  mosque  being  delayed  by  the  invasions 
of  the  Mughals  (under  Taimur).  The  four  lines  therefore  give  in 
condensed  form  a  vivid  picture  of  the  insecurity -and  religious  intoler- 
ance which  have  distinguished  the  annals  of  India  from  the  earliest 
time  to  the  establishment  of  the  pax  Britannica  within  the  present 
century.  Close  to  the  mosque,  which  is  a  very  fine  one,  and  in  front 
of  it,  stands  the  tomb  of  Bahadar  Nahar  himself. 

12.  Writing  at  a  later  date  than  the  Settlement  Officer,  Mr. 
jfc^nit,  Wilson,    after  remarking  what  a  material 

advantage  it  is  to  a  family  of  peasants  in 
times  of  agricultural  distress  to  have  a  relative  in  receipt  of  regular 
monthly  pay  who  can  remit  to  them  sums  of  money  from  time  to 
time,  adds  that  a  considerable  number  of  soldiers  have  been  recruited 
from  the  district,  and  that  the  Rajputs,  Jats,  Ahirs  and  Gujars  of 
Gurgaon  are  understood  to  make  good  soldiers.  There  are  also 
a  number  of  Meos  in  the  army,  although  as  a  rule  the  Meo  has  neither 
the  physique  nor  the  moral  qualities  to  make  the  best  class  of  soldier. 
During  the  last  financial  year  88  men  were  enlisted  for  the  Bengal 
Army,  5  for  the  Punjab  Frontier  Force,  and  two  for  the  other 
Presidencies. 

13.  The  subject  of  sales  and  mortgages  (sections  59  and  60 

of    the  report)  are  brought  down  by  Mr. 

Wilson  in  paras.  10  and  11  to  the  present 
time.  He  there  shows  that  since  1877  no  less  than  26,266  acres, 
or  nearly  3- per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of  the  district, 
have  changed  hands  by  sale  ;  or  somewhat  more  than  had  been  sold 
in  the  eighteen  years  from  1857  to  1875.  In  the  Rewari  tahsil  not 
merely  is  the  acreage  alienated  by  much  the  largest,  amounting  to 
acres  9,000,  but  it  is  made  up  mainly  of  small  plots  of  land  in  123 
villages,  and  by  far  the  greater  part  has  beeu  sold  to  Banyas  and 
Dhusars  who  are  non-cultivating  money-lenders ;  so  that  the  result 
is  altogether  one  to  bo  regretted  and  deprecated. 

14.  Up  to  July  1877,  the  time  when  the  misfortunes  of  the 

district  began,  the  area  under  mortgage  was 

Mortgages.  q^qq^  Qr       per  cenfc    Qf  ^  totftl  cul. 

tirated  area.    By  January  1st,  1879,  it  had  risen  to  11  per  cant.,  and 
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by  April  1st,  1883,  it  stood  at  acres  1,14,956,  or  12  per  cent.  The 
greatest  increase,  therefore,  coincided  with  the  time  of  greatest  press- 
ure, when  the  crops  had  entirely  failed  and  the  cattle  were  dying,  and 
the  peasant  had  to  borrow  largely  to  maintain  himself  as  well  as  to 
pay  the  revenue.  That  the  borrowing  was  duo  to  the  former  cause 
also  is  shown  by  the  large  number  of  transactions  in  the  months  of 
September  and  October  1877,  which  was  some  time  before  the  revenue 
became  due.  These  figures  mean  that  some  12  per  cent,  of  the  cul- 
tivated area,  comprising  usually  the  pick  of  the  land  too,  is  under 
mortgage  for  over  20  lakhs  of  rupees,  or  more  than  1£  year's  revenue 
of  the  entire  district.  Although  the  percentage  stands  highest  in 
the  Firozpur  and  Nuh  tahsils,  where  it  has  risen  from  13  to  20  and 
from  11  to  18  per  cent.,  it  is  to  be  most  regretted  in  the  tahsils  of 
Rewari  and  Palwal,  where,  notwithstanding  the  industry  and  energy 
of  the  Ahir  and  Jat  peasantry,  the  rates  of  mortgaged  land  to  the 
entire  cultivation  have  risen  from  2  to  7  and  from  5  to  9  per  cent.  It 
is,  however,  satisfactory  to  learn  that  this  gloomy  result  is  relieved  by 
a  third  of  the  land  so  mortgaged  being  held  by  more  prosperous 
members  of  the  same  community,  so  that  only  8  per  cent,  of  the  total 
area  is  held  by  outsiders,  and  much  even  of  this  is  in  the  hands  of 
agriculturists. 

15.  The  figures  for  later  years  support  the  conclusion  arrived 

at  by  Mr.  Channing  in  section   61  of  his 
in    iga  ion.  report,  that  the  people  of  Gurgaon  contrast 

favourably  in  the  matter  of  civil  litigation  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Punjab  generally.    They  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Civil  Suits  disposed  of  during  the  year  per  10,000  of  the  population. 

1877.    1878.    1879.    1880.    1881.  1882. 

In  Gurgaon  ...     49       42        47        57       47  46 

In  the  whole  Punjab     ...    125     129      130      135     140  143 

16.  The  proportion  of  criminal  offences  cognizable  by  the 
Character  of  the  people    police  is  equally  creditable  to  the  law-observ- 

in  regard  to  crime.  ing    character   of  the  people.    The  latest 

returns  give  the  following  results  : — 

Number  of  cognizable  offences  reported  per  10,000  of  the  population. 

1877.    1878.    1879.    1880.    1881.  1882. 

In  Gurgaon  ...     18       28       29       25        18  15 

In  the  whole  Punjab    ...     50        53        54        55        47  48 

Considering  the  suspicion  with  which  the  Meos  who  form  so 
conspicuous  an  element  in  the  population  of  the  district  are  commonly 
regarded,  and  their  undoubted  turbulence  during  the  days  of  Muham- 
madan  supremacy,  it  is  satisfactory  that  so  competent  a  judge  as  Mr. 
Christie,  the  District  Superintendent  of  Police,  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1882,  is  able  to  write  :  "I  would  not  classify  Meos  with  criminal 
"  characters.  Crime  is  notlookedupon  by  them  as  a  legitimate  pastime. 
"  It  does  not  occupy  anything  like  the  foremost  place  in  their  minds  as 
"•means  to  existence.    Roughly  speaking,  the  whole  of  the  two 
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"  parganas  of  Nuh  and  Firozpar  consist  of  Meos,  who  form  a  parti- 
cularly large  tribe,  spreading  over  a  great  tract  of  country  in 
"Raiputana.  Naturally  apathetic,  inclined  to  ease  and  indolence, 
"  unfavourable  seasons  and  climatic  visitations  soon  crush  their 
"  energies  and  cause  them  to  lose  heart,  when  some  (certainly  not  as 
*'  a  tribe)  forced  by  necessity  turn  to  crime  for  a  subsistence.  Not 
"  professing  the  experience  or  instructive  criminal  acumen  to  avoid 
"  detection,  they  very  naturally  supply  the  largest  number  of  convicts 
"  Their  women  enjoy  an  enviable  reputation  for  industry  and  virtue." 
The  correctness  of  this  conclusion  is  certainly  supported  by  the 
favourable  results  Captain  Dixon  also  found  to  attend  the  extension  of 
British  rule  among  these  people  in  Mairwara. 

17.  The  last  census  returns  give  the  number  of  those  who  can 
Members  who  can  read    read  and  write,  or  are  under  instruction,  as 

*»d write.  males  17,490  and  females  111  ;  in  all  17,601 ; 

perhaps  as  good  a  result  as  could  reasonably  be  looked  for  in  so 
purely  agricultural  a  population. 

18.  The  increase  in  suits  to  enhance  the  rents  of  tenants  which 

Bnhanoement  raits  *8  commenlea'  on  m  86Ction  90  of  the  report 

has  not  been  maintained.    The  figures  for 
subsequent  years  are  as  follows : — 


Number  of  notices  of  eject- 

Number of  suits  to  enhance 

Tear. 

ment  served  on  tenants- 

rents  of  tenants  with  rights 

at-will. 

of  occupancy. 

Filed. 

Decreed. 

1879-80  ... 

556 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1880-81  ... 

477 

20 

16 

1881.82  ... 

525 

19 

17 

The  misfortunes  which  have  befallen  all  classes  of  agriculturists 
may  well  account  for  the  decrease  in  these  numbers,  and  with 
returning  prosperity  the  rise  of  prices,  which  improved  communica- 
tions and  the  corn  trade  now  opening  up  with  Europe  will  doubtless 
maintain  and  augment,  will  scarcely  fail  to  cause  a  general  enhance- 
ment of  the  rents  now  paid  by  occupancy  tenants. 

19.    The  primitive  state  of  society  still  prevailing  even  in  this 
Custom  of  PAnapalat        most  eastward  of  all  the  Punjab  districts  is 
m  °  a  '       shown  by  the  custom  of  periodical  exchanges 

of  land,  as  described  in  section  117  of  the  report,  still  holding  its 
ground  here,  and  even  showing  a  tendency  to  spread.  I  am  not 
aware  that  a  similar  survival  of  primaeval  views  of  commercial  owner- 
ship in  land  is  met  with  in  the  Province  except  in  the  country 
the  Indus. 
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20.    Whether  the  enhancement  of  revenue  which  this  settlement 
Disastrous  years  which    effected  was  in  itself  expedient  or  not  there 
have  followed  the  iutroduo-    can,  I  think,  be  no  question  that  the  almost  un- 
tion  of  the  enhanced  as-    broken  chain  of  misfortunes  which  have  be- 
•essmont.  fallen  the  district  since  the  summer  of  1877 

would  have  broken  down  any  peasantry  and  incapacitated  them  from 
paying   any   assessment    however  moderate.    Mr.  Wilson  in  his 
revision  report   shows  that  the  monsoon  of  1877  was  not  merely 
scanty,  but  was  so  unseasonable  that  the  autumn  crops  and  grasB 
utterly  withered,  and  since  then  the  fall  has  been  either  so  deficient 
or  so  inopportune,  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1879-80,  the 
spring  and  autumn  harvests  alike,  from  the  kharif  of  1877  to  the  rabi 
of  1882,  have  been  either  "  poor"  or  else  "  very  poor,  "  and  now  the 
late  dry  August  has  added  the  kharif  of  1883  to  the  gloomy  category 
of  failures.    In  the  six  years  ho  reviews,  the  Settlement  Officer  shows 
that  from  this  cause  the  loss  of  crops  in  comparison  with  the  average 
yield  may  be  put  down  at  ±  kharif  harvests  and  two  rabi  harvests,  or 
considerably  over  a  million  sterling.     The  failure  of  the  rain  in  the 
summer  and  early  autumn  of  1877  did  further  mischief  even  than  this, 
as  the  withering  of  the  fodder  supply  was  doubtless  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  abnormal  mortality  among  the  cattle,  which  entailed  on 
the  hapless  villagers  a  direct  loss  of  another  15  lakhs  of  rupees  at  a 
low    calculation.    This  mortality   further   greatly   impaired,  and 
notwithstanding  the  vigorous  relief  measures  which  have  been  taken 
during  the  present  year,  probably  still  to  some  measure  impairs  the 
cultivating  power  of  the  district,  both  by  diminishing  the  breadth  of 
land  brought  under  the  plough,  and  also  by  causing  what  was  cultivated 
to  be  prepared  hurriedly  and  imperfectly.      And  as  if  this  had  not 
been  enough,  the  severe  sickness  with  which  the  country  was  visited 
in  1878  and  1879,  almost  amounting  to  a  pestilence,  coupled  with  the 
emigration  which  the  disasters  of  1877  occasioned,  prevented  the 
people  from  availing  themselves,  as  they  would  otherwise  have  done, 
of  the  gleam  of  sunshine  which  the  more  favourable  seasons  in  1879- 
80  afforded.    I  think  therefore  it  is  not  too  much  to  conclude  that  no 
settlement,  based  as  it  must  and  ought  to  be,  on  the  assumption  of 
average  harvests,  could  have  stood  the  strain  of  such  combined  and 
long-continued  misfortunes.     Had  suspensions  and  remissions  been 
granted  freely  as  soon  as  the  troubles  began,  and  especially  had  the 

£)licy  of  liberal  takkavi  grants  to  replace  the  loss  of  plough  oxen  and 
r  effecting  agricultural  improvements  been  inaugerated  earlier,  the 
calamity  might  have  been  mitigated ;  but  unless  I  am  mistaken, 
nothing  that  Government  could  have  done  out  of  hand  would  have 
prevented  the  grievous  impoverishment  of  the  cultivating  classes. 


21.    In  para.  19  of  his  report,  Mr.  Wilson  shows  that  the  present 
Mode  of  effecting  the    revision  is  the  result  of  careful  village-to- village 
wTiaian,  and  its  result*.       inspection  made  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner, 
by  himself,  and  by  an  experienced  Settlement  Extra  Assistant ;  and 
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as  the  Deputy  Commissioner  has  known  the  district  for  long,  haying 
governed  it  almost  continuously  from  the  spring  of  1877,  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  besides  other  settlement  experience,  having  shared  in  the 
finishing  up  of  this  very  settlement,  confidence  may  be  felt  that  the 
work  could  not  have  been  entrusted  to  more  competent  hands.  Each 
village  has  been  considered  by  them  jointly  as  to  whether  there  were 
grounds  for  holding  it  was  over-assessed,  and  when  the  cultivated  or 
irrigated  area  appeared  to  have  been  over-estimated,  or  the  rates 
seemed  high,  or  the  increase  too  great,  or  the  village  permanently 
weakened,  the  jama  was  reduced  for  the  term  of  settlement ;  and  if, 
further,  there  was  a  great  decrease  of  population,  cattle,  cultivation 
or  irrigation,  or  a  great  increase  of  mortgages,  and  the  village  at 
inspection  had  borne  marks  of  impoverishment,  then  it  was  incl  uded 
among  those  for  which  a  temporary  reduction  has  been  proposed. 
The  financial  results  are  that  whereas  the  revenue  in  1876-77,  the  last 
year  before  the  new  assessments  came  into  force,  stood  at  Rs.  10,86,1 13, 
and  was  raised  under  the  new  settlement  to  Rs.  12,28,525 ;  it  is  now 
reduced  for  the  term  of  settlement  to  Rs.  11,79,242,  and  for  seven 
years  to  Rs.  10,85,636. 

22.  So  far  as  I  am  able  at  present  to  form  an  opinion, 
Merit*  of  Mr.  Clanning't  I  entirely  concur  in  the  conclusions  express- 
settlement,  ed  by  Mr.  Wilson  in  his  para.  59  as  to 
'  the  merits  of  Mr.  Channing's  assessment,  viz.,  that  if  we  set  out 
of  view  the  long  series  of  bad  seasons  whieh  ensued,  as  being  a 
calamity  which  no  Settlement  Officer  could  have  foreseen,  and  which, 
indeed,  if  foreseen,  should  I  conceive  rather  have  been  encountered 
by  prompt  and  suitable  remedial  measures,  than  by  an  assessment 
which  would  have  been  much  less  than  Government  was  fairly  entitled 
to  in  ordinary  and  normal  years,  then  Mr.  Channing's  assessment  was 
on  the  whole  below  the  average  net  half  profits  of  the  district,  and 
with  the  steady  rise  in  prices  which  improved  railway  communications 
will  doubtless  maintain,  would  have  every  few  years  becomo  lighter 
and  lighter.  The  mistakes  he  seems  to  have  committed  in  placing 
too  high  a  rate  on  the  very  poor  sandy  soil,  and  in  overrating  the 
well  and  flood  irrigated  land,  has  now  apparently  been  corrected,  and 
if  we  judge,  as  I  think  we  may  well  do,  by  the  few  objections 
preferred  to  me  against  the  revision,  it  must  be  held  that  not  much 
can  be  urged  against  it  on  the  score  of  over-severity. 
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Stat&ment  showing  the  number  of  Appeals  instituted  from  the  order  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  Settlement  Officer,  Qurgaon,  from  1st  April  1883 

to  30th  September  1883. 


No.  of 
suits. 

Result. 

a  9  • 
u  .2 

No. 

Nature  of  Suits. 

Instituted. 

•  » 

|  3 
8  I 

H  * 

Accepted. 

Rejected. 

IN 
i  fe  o 

1 

Appeals  for  i  emission  of  land 
revenue  on  behalf  of  the  proprie- 
tors           c i i           .  • «  ... 

9 

9 

9 

o 
it 

Appeals  ior  perpetual  ana  tem- 
porary remissions  of  land  reve- 
nue on  behalf  of  the  vendees  and 
mortgagees,  non-residents  of  the 
village 

3 

3  . 

i  •         |  •  • 

3 

... 

3 

Appeals  for  enhancement  of  land 
revenue  on  behalf  of  the  jagir- 
dars  and  istamrardars 

6 

6  . 

•  ■         •  •  • 

6 

Appeals  for  distribution  of  jama, 

3 

3  . 

1 

1 

t 

i 

i 

Total 

21 

21  . 

..  1 

19 

i 

My  plan  in  hearing  them  was,  if  the  petition  showed  in  any  way 
an  a  priori  case,  to  sond  it  to  the  Deputy  Commissioner  with  the 
request  that  he  would  favour  me  with  a  copy  of  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Charming  and  Mr.  Wilson  in  the  village  note  books,  and  also 
with  any  remarks  he  and  Mr.  Wilson  had  to  make  on  the 
appeal  itself.  It  cannot  be  thought  that  the  uniform  ill -success 
of  the  objections  prevented  others  coming  forward,  as  owing  to 
the  pressure  of  other  work  most  of  them  were  not  finally 
heard  by  me,  and  their  appeals  rejected  till  the  month  of  September, 
when  the  period  for  objecting  from  Mr.  Wilson's  orders  had  already 
expired. 

23.   It  seems,  too,  only  fair  to  the  Settlement  Officer  to  call 
Relief  required  by  the    attention  to   section  293  and  the  following 
district.  ones  of  his  report,  as  showing  that  he  himself 

would  have  desired  that  Government  should  have  interposed  to  assist 
the  peasantry  under  the  misfortunes  which  befell  them ;  and  indeed 
constant  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the  local  authorities  and  ready 
assistanoe  by  Government  when  distress  is  brought  to  their  notice 
appear  to  me  what  a  district,  so  situated  as  Gurgaon,  requires,  rather 
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than  a  very  light  assessment.  The  population  is  largely  composed  of 
improvident  races  placed  under  circumstances  which  might  well 
discourage  even  more  thrifty  and  prudent  ones,  for  their  experience 
and  village  tradition  must  alike  lead  them  to  anticipate  that  every  few 
years  they  will  be  visited  by  scarcity  and  ruinously  bad  seasons. 
This  being  so,  until  the  element  of  insecurity  be  got  rid  of,  assess  as 
leniently  as  one  may,  it  will  prove  no  preventive  to  widespread 
poverty  and  indebtedness ;  but  on  the  contrary,  by  greatly  increas- 
ing the  value  of  the  land  in  the  hands  of  a  solvent  proprietor,  it 
would  form  an  additional  incentive  to  the  ever-watchful  and  ready 
money-lender  to  entangle  the  peasantry  deeper  in  his  meshes  until  he 
succeeds  in  getting  the  land  transferred  to  himself.  For  this  reason, 
among  others,  I  would  strongly  urge  that  the  temporary  reductions 
should  be  definitely  sanctioned  for  a  term  of  seven  years,  a  course 
which  would  not  prevent  the  Government  from  foregoing  its  claim 
to  the  enhancement  until  it  had  satisfied  itself  that  each  several  village 
could  bear  it. 

24.  The  assessment  of  certain  villages  liable  to  submersion  in 

Flnctuaf    assessments    ^e        an<*  Firozpur  tahsils  described  in  sec- 
u  ua  ing  assessmon  .  0f  fcne  Settlement  Report  has  been 

recently  modified  by  orders  contained  in  Financial  Commissioner's 
No.  8912,  dated  October  1 7th,  1 883.  The  fixed  rate  of  Rs.  2  per  acre  is 
now  exchanged  for  a  rate  varying  with  the  particular  crop  sown,  and 
the  chak  bangar  of  the  villages  of  Kotila  and  Mahammadpur  has  beon 
included  in  the  chak  jhil.  The  question  whether  the  reduced  rate 
is  to  last  for  seven  years  or  for  the  term  of  settlement  is  still 
awaiting  decision.  This  change  is  discussed  in  section  63  of  the 
revision  report.  The  Canal  Department  having  relinquished  the 
management  of  these  lands,  they  were  made  over  to  the  district 
committee  on  a  five  years'  lease  at  a  rental  of  one-half  the  fluctuating 
revenue,  under  Secretary  to  Government's  No.  745,  dated  June  16th, 
3879. 

25.  The  subject  of  the  Hakimi  cess,  discussed  in  section  305 
Hakimi   cess  on   salt    has  since  been  the  subject  of  correspondence. 

manufacturers.  In  the  Nuh  tahsil  the  salt  trade  may  be  said 

to  have  been  destroyed  by  the  recent  changes  ordered  by  the 
Imperial  Government,  and  the  consequent  losses  to  the  zamindars 
have  been  considered  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  Mr.  Wilson, 
and  have  been  met  by  temporary  reductions  of  assessment  to  the 
suffering  villages.  In  the  Sultanpur  circle,  however,  they  still  found 
the  villagers  were  getting  a  larger  income  from  their  share  of  the 


26.    As  noted  in  section  32  of  the  revison  report,  the  date  shown 
Date  of  revenue  instal-    in  section  298  of  Mr.  Charming^ s  report  for  the 
ments.  payment  of  the  revenue  have  been  altered,  and 

December  15th  and  January  15th  substituted  for  November  15th  and 
December  15th. 
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27.  Tlie  recent  redaction  in    the    demand   has  necessarily 
of  Patwari«*  pay      decreased  the  percentage  which  constituted 

wan  the  Patwari  cess  fund,  and  in  consequence 

the  rates  of  pay  of  the  Patwaris  shown  in  section  315  will  have  to  be 
modified.  The  manner  in  which  the  reduction  is  to  bo  made  is  now 
under  reference  and  awaiting  the  orders  of  Government. 

28.  It  appears  to  me  impossible  to  study  the  gloomy  details 
„        ,  of  the  misfortunes  which    an  inopportune 

Remedial  moftsurofl.  .   .       .  ,  ,    ...  Sr,.  j.  •  i 

rainfall  has  caused  to  this  ill-starved  district 
without  feeling  that  it  has  a  strong  equitable  claim  on  the  Govern- 
ment, in  consideration  of  the  large  rental  it  year  by  year  receives, 
to  do  all  that  reasonably  lies  in  its  power  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  such  a  train  of  disasters.  The  evil  in  this  case  can  bo  traced 
more  clearly  than  usual  to  a  want  of  rain  at  the  right  season,  and 
unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken,  the  natural  features  of  the  country 
render  remedial  measures  far  more  practicable  than  they  usually  are 
in  the  ordinary  alluvial  plains  of  Upper  India.  The  two  measures 
I  would  press  on  the  attention  of  Government  are,  in  the  first  place, 
the  afforesting  again  of  the  hilly  ranges  which  traverse  the  district 
and  the  storing  up  and  utilization  of  the  rainfall  on  them  by  dam- 
ming up  the  hill  torrents  which  descend  on  to  the  low  grounds.  One 
of  the  evils  resulting  from  the  late  distress  has  been,  I  am  informed, 
the  reckless  way  in  which  the  zamindars  have  cleared  their  timber 
to  sell  it  for  charcoal.  That  the  ridges  now  so  bare  have  not  always 
been  so  is  shown  by  the  tradition  that  those  in  the  Firozpur  tahsil 
were  well  wooded  until  the  Nawab  Shams-ud-din  cleared  them  for 
his  iron-smelting  works,  and  there  is  now  a  knoll  belonging  to 
a  temple,  which  superstition  renders  sacred  from  the  axe,  that  is 
still  clothed  with  forest.  Probably  therefore  little  outlay  beyond 
enclosing  and  protecting  from  goats  and  cattle,  and  the  sowing 
broadcast  of  the  seeds  of  indigenous  trees,  would  in  a  few  years  again 
clothe  these  ridges  with  forest,  which  would  scarcely  fail  by  attract- 
ing the  passing  clouds  and  generating  vapour  in  the  air  to  increase  and 
render  more  certain  the  rainfall.  A  Forest  officer  should  therefore  be 
again  deputed  to  arrange,  in  concert  with  the  Deputy  Commissioner, 
wnat  amount  of  upland  was  indispensably  needed  for  the  village 
cattle,  and  the  residue  should  be  taken  possession  of  under  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  VI  of  Act  VII  of  1878.  The  object  of  this 
would  be,  in  the  course  of  years,  to  increase  the  rainfall ;  while  my 
second  proposal  has  to  do  with  the  immediate  present.  I  would 
urge  therefore,  secondly,  that  an  Engineer  officer  with  experience  in 
such  works  should  be  employed  without  delay  to  survey  the  hill 
ranges  and  torrent  courses,  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates  for  the 
erection  of  embankments,  and  possibly  weirs  in  some  places,  to 
store  up  water  falling  at  unseasonable  times  and  over  areas  where  it 
is  now  wasted.  Had  the  rain  whioh  fell  fruitlessly  in  the  May  and 
June  of  1877  been  thus  husbanded,  the  drought  which  ensued 
would,  in  many  villages  at  any  rate,  have  been  far  less  ruinous. 
Some  of  these  works  the  district  resources  will  be  equal  for  at  once  ; 
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but  it  would  be  shortsighted  economy  to  do  them  in  this  way  by 
"  driblets,"  and  large  grants  should  be  made  yearly  by  way  of 
takkavi,  either  to  individual  villages  or  to  the  district  committee, 
until  these  protective  works  are  completed.  In  conclusion,  I  would 
further  urge  that  neither  the  afforesting  of  the  hills  nor  the  water 
storage  works  should  bo  looked  on  merely  as  investments  for  money, 
and  be  approved  or  rejected  according  as  they  are  likely  to  pay 
so  much  per  cent.  It  is  as  insurance  works.  I  would  urge  them  on 
the  attention — I  would  almost  say  the  conscience — of  Government, 
and  no  wise  landlord  regards  what  he  pays  for  insurance  as  lost 
money.  Allowing  24  years  for  the  permanent  and  seven  for  the 
temporary  reductions,  the  recent  calamitous  seasons  will  have  cost 
Government  during  the  present  settlement  a  loss  of  about  nineteen 
lakhs  of  rupees ;  and  the  loss  to  the  State  from  bad  seasons  is 
but  a  portion  of  what  falls  on  the  peasantry  themselves.  If, 
therefore,  the  works  I  have  recommended  were  financially  un- 
promising, I  feel  little  doubt  it  would  be  still  wise  and  prudent  to 
undertake  them  in  the  interests  of  the  people,  for  whose  well-being 
the  Government,  under  the  system  of  Indian  l^d  revenue,  is  in  a 
very  special  sense  responsible.  But  in  reality,  judging  from  the 
experience  gained  in  the  similar  regions  of  M!airwara  and  Aimore, 
a  very  satisfactory  money  return  may  confidently  be  anticipated  from 
well-planned  and  well-executed  water  storage  works  ;  and  the  taking 
charge  of  and  planting  the  hill  sides  would  probably,  after  a  few 
years,  realize  enough  to  pay  a  moderate  percentage  on  the  outlay 
besides  its  prime  object  of  increasing  the  moisture  of  the  country, 
a  further  advantage  would  also  accrue  from  the  reboisemont  as  soon 
as  the  trees  were  five  or  six  years  old,  in  rendering  the  herbage  on 
the  hills  less  liable  to  wither  prematurely  on  a  cessation  or  long 
break  in  the  rains,  and  thus  eventually  the  grazing  supply  would  be 
actually  increased ;  and  the  procuring  food  for  the  cattle  in  unfavor- 
able seasons  is,  as  you  are  aware,  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  the 
district  has  to  contend  with.  In  urging  these  undertakings,  I  have 
not  forgotten  the  result  they  would  have  in  decreasing  the  size  of 
the  various  low-lying  jhils  ;  but  the  cultivation  dependent  on  them 
is,  I  believe,  of  so  precarious  and  speculative  a  nature  that  this  seems 
anything  but  an  unmixed  evil. 


29.    Among  these  remedies   for  the    present  unsatisfactory 
Existing  remedte.  of  things  I  have  not  spoken  of :  liberal 

takkavi  grants  for  the  sinking  or  wells  ana 
digging  of  tanks,  because  this  policy  has  already  been  boldly  and 
fully  accepted  by  Government.  So,  too,  the  administrative,  as  opposed 
to  the  material  improvement  of  the  management  of  the  district  by 
requiring  a  closer  and  more  careful  inspection  of  all  the  villages  by  the 
tahsil  and  kanungo  staff  has  been  so  stringently  enjoined,  and  occupies 
bo  much  of  the  thoughts  of  the  authorities  that  it  would  seem  needless 
to  touch  on  it  further. 

I  have,  &c, 

J.  D.  TRBMLETT, 
CommUtioner  and  Superintendent. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 


Section  1. — When  I  left  the  Gurgaon  district  at  the  end  of  1877,  it 

Report  under  what  cir-  wa?  arranged  that,  as  I  had  assessed  the  district 

comstanccs  submitted  by  and  been  working  there  for  five  years,  the  final 

Mr.  chanuing,  and  to  what  report  should  be  written  by  me.    Before  going 

exient  his  work.  Qn  fa^gh  jn  April  188())  J  mft{Je   over  tne 

report  to  Mr.  Maconachie  complete,  except  for  certain  paragraphs,  which 
lie  had  agreed  to  write,  and  for  various  figures  and  appendices  which 
were  not  then  ready.    The  report  was  sent  to  the  Press    by  Mr. 
Maconachie,  and,  since  ray  returu  from  furlough  in  December  1880,  the 
printing  has  been  completed  ;  and  as  the  proofs  came  before  me,  I 
have  in  places  made  alterations  or  added  notes  where  necessitated  by 
more  recent  orders.    The  report  is  not  so  full  as  I  had  originally 
intended  to  make  it,  but  it  has  been  written  in  the  intervals  of  other 
work  and  away  from  the  district ;  it  would  have  been  more  meagre  but 
for  the  assistance  of  Messrs.  Maconachie  and  Wilson,  to  whom  I  am 
much  indebted.    Besides  helping  me  in  other  ways,  Mr.  Wilson  wrote 
paras.  56,  60,  62,  63,  92, 112, 114, 115, 116, 117,  299,  311  (in  part),  313, 
314  and  the  appendix  on  the  record  of  tribal    custom  ;  and  Mr. 
Maconachie  wrote  paras.    94,  95, 113,  291,  315  and  318. 


» 
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LAND  REVENUE  SETTLEMENT 

OF  THE  . 

GURGAON  DISTRICT. 


CHAPTER  I.— The  District. 

Section  2.— The  Gurgaon  district,  which  forma  the  Bubject  of  this 
General  account  of  the    report,  is  of  a  very  irregular  shape,  and  contains 
district,  it*  area,  gub-divi-    a  total  area  according  to  the  professional 
Bions  and  boundaries.  survey  of  1,946  87  square  miles,  and  according 

to  the  Settlement  survey  of  1,940'797  square  miles ;  of  which  the  profes- 
sional survey  shows  as  cultivated  and  fallow  1,560*332  square  miles, 
and  the  Settlement  survey  1,558175  square  miles.  It  lies  at  a  height 
of  from  600  to  700  feet  above  the  sea,  and  between  76°  20'  and  77°  35' 
east  longitude  and  27°  40'  and  28°  32'  north  latitude.  It  is  one  of 
the  three  districts  of  the  Delhi  division,  and  is  the  extreme  south-east 
corner  of  the  territories  ruled  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
Punjab.  It  is  bounded  by  the  Delhi  district  on  the  north-east; 
separated  by  the  Jumna  from  the  districts  of  Bulandshahr,  Aligarh 
and  Mnttra  on  the  east ;  bounded  on  the  south  by  Muttra  and  the  state 
of  Bhartpur;  on  the  west  by  Alwar;  on  the  south-west,  t.  south  of 
the  Rewari  tahsil,  by  the  Jaipur  parganah  of  Kot  Kasim,  the  Bawal 
parganah  of  Nabha,  and  by  Alwar ;  on  the  north-west  by  the  Kanti 
parganah  of  Nabha  ;  and  on  the  north  by  Dujana,  the  British  district 
of  Rohtak,  and  the  little  state  of  Pataudi,  which  it  almost  encloses  in 
its  clasp.  It  is  at  present  divided  into  five  tahsils,  the  names  of  which 
with  their  respective  areas  are  given  below  :— 


Acres.       Sg.  Milet. 

Gurgaon  ...  273,372  427  14 

Rewari  ...  260,646  407  26 

Palwal  ...  246,603  385  32 

Niib  ...  271,365  424  01 

Firospnr  ...  194,014  303  15 

I  take  these  areas  from  the  table  in  the  Revenue  Survey  map  of 
Gurgaon,  where  the  tahsils  are  given  as  they  at  present  stand,  after 
the  changes  sanctioned  in  Secretary  to  Government's  letter  No.  1521, 
of  29th  October  1875. 

There  are  1,264  separate  estates. 

Section  3.— The  hill  ranges  of  the  district  form  a  marked  feature 
in  its  physical  characteristics :  they  are  connected 
e  niua.  with  the  great  Aravalli  chain,  of  which  they  are 

among  the  most  northern  spurs,  and  like  that  range  their  general 
direction  is  from  S.  S.-W.  to  N.  N.-E.  One  chain  forms  the  western 
border  of  the  district  from  the  south-western  corner  of  the  Firozpur 
tahsil  to  a  point  about  opposite  the  town  of  Nuh. 
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There  the  district  boundary  line  turns  off  to  the  west,  while  the 
range  runs  on  in  the  same  course,  and  then  sweeping  off  in  a  curve  to 
the  west,  ends  in  three  short  spurs,  two  thrown  out  to  the  north  and 
one  to  the  west.  Another  range  on  the  east  of  this  one  runs  almost 
parallel  to,  but  gradually  diverging  from  it.  After  a  course  of  25 
miles  northwards  from  the  southern  border  of  the  district,  it  becomes 
more  and  more  broken,  and  for  20  miles  its  existence  can  only  be  traced 
by  a  line  of  detached  rocky  hillocks  of  various  sizes,  appearing  here 
and  there  above  the  surface  of  the  ground.  Then  it  once  more 
reappears  as  a  range,  and,  forming  the  north-eastern  boundary  of  the 
district,  runs  with  gradually  lessening  height  past  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  district  into  Delhi. 

These  are  the  only  chains  of  any  unbroken  length ;  but  short 
broken  ranges  and  detached  hills  are  numerous  in  the  south  and 
west  of  Rewari,  whence  they  just  cross  the  border  into  Rohtak  aud  are 
also  found  to  the  north-east  of  Rewari,  the  north-west  of  Nuh,  and 
in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Firozpur  tahstl,  formerly  known  as 
the  parganah  of  Punahana.  The  total  hill  area  cf  the  district  is 
shown  by  the  professional  survey  as  99*397  square  miles.  As  to  the 
geological  formation  of  these  ranges,  I  quote  from  page  52  of  the 
Geology  of  India  by  Medlicott  and  Blanford  : — "The  many  narrow 
ridges  stretching  from  the  south-west  into  the  plains  at  Delhi  and 
to  the  west  in  Hissar,  are  probably  formed  of  some  group  or  other 
of  Arvalli  series.  They  all  have  a  core  of  quartzite  with  more  or 
less  vertical  bedding,  ahd  the  associated  rocks,  as  far  as  they  are 
exposed  on  the  flanks  of  the  ridges,  indicate  advanced  metamorphism. " 
Iron,  inferior  plumbago,  and  mica  are  found  in  these  hills,  and  I  have 
been  shown  what  were  alleged  to  be  traces  of  copper.  The  hills  are 
generally  of  inconsiderable  height,  generally  lessening  as  you  proceed 
northwards,  of  the  same  general  character  as  the  well-known  ridge 
at  Delhi,  and  frequently  of  considerable  breadth  at  the  summit;  the 
range  between  Delhi  and  Gurgaon  is  in  places  more  than  three  miles 
broad.  I  estimate  the  ordinary  height  of  the  ranges  above  the  plain 
from  500  to  750  feet :  the  hill  above  Meoli  is  marked  on  the  map  as 
1,347  feet  above  the  sea,  the  elevation  of  the  plain  below  being  about 
625  feet  The  isolated  hill  of  Tankri  is  the  highest  in  the  district, 
and  must  reach,  I  should  estimate,  quite  2,000  feet  above  the  sea. 
Th i  b ,  however,  is  only  a  rough  guess. 

Section  4. — Exeept  the  Jumna,  the  deep  stream  of  which  forms  the 
Rivers  and  streams.  eas tern  boundary  of  the  district  and  the  pro- 
_   ,  vince,  within  which  it  is  therefore  partly  con- 

The  Jumna.  .  •     •   ,«         .  .         _  ±  n  • 

tamed,  there  is  no  river  of  permanent  now  in 

The  Sahibi.  the  district ;  but  the  Sahibi,  which  rises  in  Jai- 

pur, passes  through  the  east  of  Rewari,  where  its  sandy  bed  is  in  places 
more  than  half  a  mile  broad,  into  Pataudi  and  the  Rohtak  district, 
one  branch  passing  also  through  the  north-west  of  Gurgaon.  After 
heavy  rain  in  Jaipur,  this  stream  sometimes  comes  down  with  great 
force,  and  it  has  twice,  within  the  last  generation,  flooded  the  town  of 
Rewari  j  in  1845,  and  on  the  15th  August  1873.  On  both  occasions 
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the  water  came  from  the  south  by  Lalpur  and  Dawana,  having  left 
the  proper  bed,  which  must  gradually  have  been  raised  by  the  deposits 
of  sand  in  Alwar  state.  In  August  1873,  the  water  came  at  mid- 
night, and  was  some  3  feet  deep  in  the  city ;  it  flowed  away  to  the 
northwards  in  some  three  or  four  hours,  but  caused  considerable 
damage  in  the  city,  and  outside  it  utterly  destroyed  the  railway 
bungalow,  and  swept  away  large  portions  of  the  line. 

The  Kanshaoti  or  Kashawati,  another  stream  rising  in  Jaipur, 

The  Katuh»oti  01118  trough  tne  north-west  of  Rewari  and 

passes  into  Dujana:  formerly,  according  to 
the  old  maps,  it  joined  theSahibi  in  Rohtak,  but  I  believe  that  its  waters 
now  never  reach  so  far.  Like  the  Sahibi  and  most  of  the  other  streams 
it  brings  down  a  great  deal  of  sand. 

Two  different  streams  go  by  the  name  of  Indori,  so  called  from 
The  indorL  Indor  in  the  Alwar  hills  not  far  from  Nuh, 

near  which  they  both  rise,  or  rather  commence 
their  course ;  for  like  all  the  other  streams  of  occasional  flow,  they 
are  merely  torrents  running  for  a  few  hours  after  rain.  One  of  these 
streams  enters  the  district  atNandrarapurbas  and  falls  into  the  Sahibi 
opposite  Jarthal :  the  other  flows  northward  into  the  country  round 
Taora,  and  after  being  joined  by  a  number  of  other  small  nullahs, 
bringing  down  the  drainage  of  the  surrounding  hills,  spreads  its  waters 
over  the  low  country  south  of  Bahora,and  eventually  joins  the  Sahibi. 
Thus  the  Sahibi,  while  it  only  comes  down  in  full  force  after  heavy 
rain,  in  the  north  of  Jaipur,  flows  with  a  smaller  stream  after  merely 
local  rain,  carrying  off  the  discharge  of  the  Indori. 

The  Badshahpur  nullah  brings  down  the  drainage  of  part  of  the 
Balabgarh  tahsu  of  Delhi  through  a  gorge  in  the 
Sash? AdBhahpar  range,  dividing  Delhi  and  Gurgaon  :  it  formerly 
flowed  southwards  through  the  Bhundsi  valley,  but 
more  than  a  century-and-a-half  ago  it  was  diverted  by  the  construction 
of  a  bund  by  Bahadur  SiDgh  of  GhoseVa  into  its  present  course,  falling 
into  the  Najafgarh  jhil.    In  the  heavy  floods  of  1875,  part  of  its 
stream  found  out  its  old  channel  and  swept  down  past  Bhundsi. 

Another  important  stream  is  the  Landoha,  which  is  formed  by 
The  Landoha  ^e  union  of  two  streams  in  Alwar,  one  flowing 

south  from  the  direction  of  Tijarah  and  the 
other  joining  it  nearly  at  right  angles  from  the  west.  After  pursuing 
its  southward  course  to  a  point  nearly  directly  west  of  the  southern 
end  of  the  Firozpur  tahsil,  it  sweeps  round  in  a  curve  and,  crossing 
the  border,  flows  northwards  up  the  Firozpur  valley,  and  if  left  to  itself 
would  Anally  fall  into  the  Eotila  jhil.  It  will  be  found  again  referred 
to  in  the  extracts  from  the  assessment  report  of  the  Firozpur  tahsil. 

Formerly  a  far  more  important  stream,  the  Manisne  or  (  Manasle, 

i .  e.,  man  taker ),  now  generally  known  as  the 
Bupareil,  entered  the  district  from  Alwar  and 
up  the  Firozpur  valley  along  the  Landoha  channel.  Babar  in 
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Lis  autobiography  mentions  that  it  then  fell  into  the  Kotila  lake,  but 
later  it  either  was  artificially  diverted  or  naturally  found  out  its 
present  course  into  Bhartpur.  The  tradition  as  recorded  by  Mr.  C. 
Gubbins,  in  a  memorandum  quoted  in  some  correspondence  on  the 
subject  of  theLandoha  is,  that  someMeos  violated  andthen  murdered 
some  women  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  then  dry  in  the  hot  winds,  and 
that  a  fakir  who  lived  near  by  left  it  with  the  curse,  that  the  streams 
should  never  again  enter  the  polluted  bed. 

Besides   these  more  important  streams,  there  are  numerous 

torrents  of  short  course,  which  after  rain  rush 
Other  etroame.  down  with  the  water  drained  from  the  hill- 

sides and  spread  their  floods  over  the  lower  levels.  There  are  also  a 
few  petty  brooks  fed  by  springs,  the  most  important  of  which  is  the 
Jhirr  of  Firozpur. 

SectionQ.  —  Another  marked  physical  characteristic  of  the  dis- 
trict is  found  in  its  jhils  or  lakes.    The  most 
■n* ihil>*  important  of  these  is  the  Najafgarh  jhil  on 

The  Najafgarh  jhil.  northern  border  of  the  district ;  but  this 

is  mainly  situated  in  the  Delhi  district.  Into  it  the  Sahibi,  swollen 
by  the  Indori,  and  the  Badshahpur  stream  pour  their  waters. 

Another  jhil,  but  of  very  much  smaller  size, 
The  Sarmathla  ]hu.         j8  that  known  as  the  Sarmathla  jhil  in  the 

south-east  of  the  Ourgaon  tahsil  near  the  Delhi  border. 

The  other  jhils  of  the  district  are  found  in  the  tract  of  Nuh,  lying 

_.   „..  .....      under  the  first  range  of  hills  mentioned  in 

The  Nuh  system  of  jhils.  «   m  •   •      1       1  •       l  •      e         x  it 

para.  3.  1  his  is  a  low-lying  strip  of  country,  the 

natural  receptacle  of  the  drainage  of  the  Firozpur  valley  and  parts  of 
Alwar  to  the  south  ;  of  the  higher  land  to  the  east ;  of  the  hills  that 
lie  on  both  sides  the  Bhundsi  valley  to  the  north  ;  and  of  the  eastern 
slopes  of  the  bounding  range  to  the  west.  From  all  these  four  quarters, 
but  principally  from  the  north  and  south,  come  during  the  rainy  sea- 
son the  surplus  drainage  waters  of  the  surrounding  country.  Omitting 
for  the  present  mention  of  the  works  which  will  hereafter  be  described, 
the  natural  course  of  these  flood-waters  is  from  the  north  part  into 

The  Khalfl      h  i  Khalilpur  jhil.  This  receives  the  overflow 

pur  ]  1 '  of  the  Sarmathla  jhil  which  passes  to  the  south 
through  a  sort  of  escape  channel ;  the  drainage  of  the  eastern  slope  of 
the  southern  part  of  the  range  dividing  Delhi  aud  Gurgaon ;  and 
part  of  the  drainage  of  the  Bhundsi  valley.  The  Khalilpur  jhil  again 
has  anatural  escape  channel  which  conducts  the  surplus  waters  into  the 

The  Chandeni  jhil  Chandeni  jhil,  which  also  receives  directly  the 

other  part  of  the  drainage  of  the  Bhundsi 

valley. 

The  only  natural  outlet  for  the  waters  of  the  Chandeni  jhil  is 
The  Kotila  jhil  towards  the  Kotilajbil  lying  further  south  immedi- 

ately under  the  Firozpur- Alwar  hills  and  on  the 
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borders  of  the  Ntih  and  Firozpur  tahafls.  This  jhil  also  forms  the 
natural  receptacle  of  thedrainage  of  the  Firozpur  valley  including  the 
Landoha,  and  in  former  days  the  Manisne.  It  is  the  largest  of  the 
Gurgaon  lakes,  and  is  some  3  miles  long  from  north  to  south  by  2£ 
miles  broad. 

Although  a  great  part  of  the  water,  which  would  naturally  pour 
into  it,  is  diverted  by  artificial  works,  the  jhil  remained  filled  during 
1874-5-6,  and  before  these  works  were  constructed  can  hardly  ever 
have  been  free  from  water.  The  other  jhils  are  usually  quite  dry 
in  the  hot  weather,  and  unless  the  rains  have  been  somewhat  heavyr 
their  whole  area  is  generally  cultivated,  either  with  the  usual  spring 
crops  or  the  later  sown  melons  and  spring  juar,  used  for  fodder.  But 
after  heavy  rain  the  greater  part  of  this  low  tract  of  Nuh  is  flooded 
and  one  continuous  sheet  of  water  sometimes  exists  for  nearly 
20  miles. 

Section  6. — I  shall  reserve  my  more  detailed  accounts  of  the  coun- 
try until  I  describe  the  assessment  circles ; 
Brief  account  of  the        here  I  shall  content  myself  with  stating,  that 
general  wpect  of  the  du-     although   the  Gurgaon  and  ^tri  tahsfls, 

forming  the  northern  and  western  parts  of  the 
district,  are  generally  sandy,— the  lands  near  the  hills  are  very  inferior 
and  often  cut  up  into  a  perfect  net- work  of  ravines, — further  from  the 
bills,  in  some  tracts,  the  soil  is  better,  approaching  a  light  loam  in  its 
character;  in  other  places  it  is  of  very  loose  consistency,  and  some  parts 
present  a  desolate  appearance  with  high  hillocks  of  sand.    To  the 
south-east  and  south-west  of  Gurgaon,  low-lying  lands  of  a  better 
character  are  found,  which  are  benefited  by  natural  irrigation,  and 
on  the  north  border  of  Gurgaon  is  the  low  basis  of  the  Najafgarh  jhil. 
The  banks  of  the  Jumna  are  generally  high,  but  in  the  north-east  cor- 
ner of  the  Palwal  tahsil  there  is  a  small  tract  between  the  main 
and  a  small  branch  channel  of  the  river,  low-lying  and  liable  to 
inundation.    From  the  Jumna  and  this  tract  westwards  there  is  a 
stretch  of  country  some  30  to  35  miles  from  north  to  south,  and  some 
15  to  20  miles  from  east  to  west  of  a  level  good  loam,  rising  gradually 
from  the  Jumna  and  then  sloping  to  the  east  and  south,  and  extending 
over  most  of  the  Palwal  tahsil  and  the  eastern  portions  of  the  Nuh 
and  Firozpur  tahsfls.    Between  this  plain  and  the  range  of  hills 
mentioned  as  dividing  Gurgaon  and  Alwar,  there  is  in  Nuh  the  low- 
lying  country  before  mentioned.    There  the  prevailing  soil  is  clay, 
but  immediately  under  the  hill  and  to  the  north-east  of  Nuh  and  in 
the  north-west  of  Palwal,  the  country  is  very  sandy.    The  part  of 
Nuh  which  lies  above  the  hills  is  a  high-lying  table-land  of  a  consis- 
tent but  sandy  loam,  inferior  near  the  hills,  but  sloping  down  towards 
the  somen- hat  better  lands  in  its  central  and  western  parts ;  while  the 
part  of  Firozpur  not  contained  in  the  plain  above  mentioned,  consists 
of  a  valley  between  two  ranges  of  hills,  the  lands  of  which  are 
generally  good,  but  are  partly  damaged  by  sand  deposits ;  the  soils 
■  near  the  hills  are  generally  inferior,  and  the  valley  merges  on  the 
.  north  into  the  Nuh  tract  of  depression.   Map  No.  VIII  shows  the 
distribution  of  the  soils. 
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Section  7.— The  average  rain-fall  of  the  district  may  be  taken  at 

about  30  inches.    The  average  fall,  as  re- 


Rain-fall. 


during  the  10  years  ending  with  1876,  was  as 


gistered  at  the  head-quarters  of  each  tabsfl 

i  follow 


Gurgaon 
Re  war! 
Nuh 
Palwal 
Firoapur 


■  ■  ■ 
••• 


•  •• 

MS 


286 
317 
320 
336 
311 


An  analysis  of  the  rain-fall  returns  given  with  the  Revenue  Report 
for  the  sixteen  years,  1868  to  1878,  both  inclusive,  gives  the  following 
results  :— 


Month. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 


Total  rain-fall 
of  16  years. 


Inches. 
11-9 

Inches. 
0-7 

76 

0-6 

109 

07 

3  3 

0-2 

196 

12 

400 

2-6 

160-8 

10O 

1033 

66 

89  3 

6-6 

109 

0-7 

03 

69 

04 

Number  of  years 
in  which  no  rain 
fell  in  the  month 
In  i 


4 

7 

6 

9 
4 
3 

••• 
1 
1 
9 

15 
8 


Maximum 
rain.fall. 


Inches. 

84 

1-  5 
21 
0-9 

2-  7 
7-6 

24-9 
16-7 
28  2 

3-  6 
OS 
3-6 


The  average  annual  rain-fall  of  these  sixteen  years  was  29  inches, 
the  maximum  46*1  inches  in  1873,  and  the  minimum  11*3  in  1868. 

Section  8. — The  climate  generally  is  more  temperate  than  that  of 
^  j       the  Punjab  proper,  the  cold  in  winter  and  the 
heat  in  summer  are  both  less  extreme.  Near 


the  hill  ranges,  however,  and  in  the  Firozpur 
valley,  bounded  as  it  is  by  hills  on  either  side,  the  heat  is  very  great ; 
and  in  some  villages  which  lie  immediately  under  the  hills,  the  people 
are  accustomed  to  go  out  in  the  fields  to  sleep  at  night,  so  as  to 
escape  the  heat  radiated  from  the  glowing  masses  of  rocks. 

Section  9.— The  flooded  tracts  near  Nuh  are  terribly  fever-stricken 

The  health  of  the  district.   *n  Jears  °^  abundant  rain-fall,  and  few  men  can 

stand  a  lengthened  residence  at  Nuh  without 
injury  to  their  constitution.  The  higher  parts  of  the  district,  and 
notably  the  Taoru  table-land,  and  the  high  plain  of  Palwal  and  the 
east  of  Nuh  and  Firozpur  used  to  be  very  healthy ;  but  fever  has  come 
with  the  Agra  canal  into  the  villages  along  its  course  in  the  high  plain, 
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and  last  year  the  west  of  the  district  was  like  the  neighbouring  tracts 
devastated  by  fever.  The  town  of  Bewari  has  been  unhealthy  ever 
since  the  incursion  of  the  Sahibi  in  1873. 

The  most  unhealthy  months  are  September,  October  and  Novem- 
ber, while  in  February  the  deaths  are  at  their  minimum  point.  Fever 
is  the  chief  cause  of  mortality,  but  cholera  visitations  are  not  rare, 
and  are  sometimes  very  severe :  while  the  district  is,  I  believe,  the 
worst  in  the  Punjab  for  small-pox. 

Section  10.— The  district  has  from  time  to  time  suffered  severely 


Droughts. 


were  so  terrible  in  all  this  part  of  India.  The  years  of  drought  still 
remembered  in  the  district  are  the  following:— 

A.  D. 

1783-84 
1803-4 
1812-13 
1817-18 
1824-26 
1833-34 
1837-38 
1843-44 
1850-51 
1860-61 
1868-69 

To  these  must  now  be  added  the  famine  of  1877-78.  The  effects  of 
the  droughts  of  1860-61  andl868-69  were  greatly  mitigated  by  the 
relief  afforded  by  Government  and  the  liberality  with  which  the  people 
were  treated  in  the  matter  of  collecting  the  revenue.  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  people  generally  compare  very  unfavourably  with 
the  treatment  they  then  received,  the  action  taken  in  what  I  believe 
to  have  been  the  worse  famine  of  1877-78. 

Section  11. — Map  No.  IV  shows  the  varying  depths  to  water  of 
Sources  of  irrigation      the  wells  in  the  various  villages,  each  difference 
'"rell».  of  10  feet  being  distinguished  by  a  separate 

colour ;  the  estates  which  are  destitute  of  wells  are  left  blank.  As 
might  be  expected  from  the  varied  configuration  of  the  country  the 
depths  to  water  are  very  di versed,  ranging  from  under  10  feet  to  over 
120  feet.  The  wells  in  the  tract  watered  by  the  Agra  canal  were 
measured  before  the  commencement  of  irrigation.  The  details  of  the 
well  irrigation  of  each  circle  and  tali  sil  will  be  found  in  the  appendices; 
in  some  parts  of  the  district,  as  in  the  low-lying  flooded  tracts  of  Nub. 
in  the  villages  near  the  hills,  where  the  depth  to  water  is  great,  and 
in  some  tracts  where  the  soil  is  good  but  the  water  somewhat  deep 
and  not  very  good,  the  area  under  well  irrigation  in  years  of  average 
rain-fall  is  unimportant.  In  some  of  these  tracts  well  irrigation,  from 
the  saltness  or  depth  of  the  water,  is  practically  impossible ;  in  others, 
the  wells  exist  and  are  worked  when  the  season  is  unfavourable  for  dry 
cultivation,  although  the  expenses  are  too  great  to  make  it  worth 
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1840 

Mfl 

1860 

•  •• 

1869 

■M 

1874 

•  •  • 

1881 

1890 

1894 

•  •• 

1900 

•  •• 

1907 

1917 

1925 

•  mm 

...  Severe  famine. 

...  Scarcity. 

...  Scarcity. 

...  Scarcity. 

...  Scarcity. 

...  Severe  famine. 

...  Severe  famine. 

Scarcity. 

...  Scarcity. 

...  Famine. 

...  Scarcity, 
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while  to  use  the  wells  much  when  the  rains  are  favonrable.  In  other 
parts  of  the  district,  and  especially  in  tahsfl  Rewari  and  parts  of  tahsfl 
Gurgaon,  the  well  irrigated  area  is  comparatively  large  and  the  pro- 
duce raised  on  the  well  land  is  very  important.  The  bucket  and  rope 
or  lao-charas  system  of  working  the  wells  prevails  throughout  the  dis- 
trict ;  the  Persian  wheel  isabsol  utely  unknown.  One  immense  well  at 
Biwan,  known  as  Raja  Bal's  well  and  dating  from  before  the  advent  of  i 
the  present  Meo  owners  of  the  village  in  the  Firozpur  tahsfl,  has  room 
for  twelve  laos  and  possesses  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  water ;  but  I  do 
not  remember,  any  other  well  with  more  than  four  laos,  and  most  wells 
have  only  one  or  two  laos.  The  area  which  can  be  irrigated  from  a 
lao  varies  greatly  according  to  depth  and  supply  of  water,  and  the 
character  of  soil  and  the  season;  for  a  well  of  about  30  feet  deep  about 
ten  acres  may  be  taken  as  an  average.  Where  water  is  near  the  sur- 
face, dtenkUs,  i.  e.,  lever  buckets,  are  sometimes  used,  especially  for 
market  gardening  near  towns,  but  the  area  thus  irrigated  is  insigni- 
ficant. In  many  parts  of  the  district,  kacha  wells,  i.  e.,  wells  without 
masonry  cylinders,  are  numerous;  they  are  constructed  with  cylinders 
made  either  of  timber  or  of  wattled  branches,  and  last  very  various 
periods  according  to  the  character  of  the  soil  and  the  rain-fall ;  in  other 
parts  the  character  of  the  subsoil  makes  the  construction  of  such  wells 
impracticable. 


Section  12.-— A  marked  peculiarity  of  the  Gurgaon  district  is  the 

saltness  or  brackishness  of  the  water  supply 

w2fto£i&  SSJ?   in  manv  *****  •» in  some  tracts> such  **  Chak 

Chiknot  of  Firozpur,  the  water  is  invariably 
salt,  in  others  it  is  everywhere  sweet,  and  in  others  again  it  is  impos- 
sible to  tell  beforehand  whether  a  well  will  be  sweet  or  salt ;  and 
sometimes  there  are  two  strata  of  water,  one  salt  and  the  other  sweet, 
so  that  the  well  when  first  worked  is  sweet,  and  after  being  worked 
some  little  time,  yields  salt  water.  I  think  it  may  be  said  that  the 
wells  are  especially  liable  to  be  salt,  (1),  when  the  depth  to  water  is 
considerable  and  the  soil  of  a  clayey  character  (as  a  rule,  in  sandy 
villages  the  water  is  sweet ) ;  (2),  in  tracts,  which  are  low-lying 
and  receive  and  retain  the  drainage  of  higher  lands  :  the  salt  produc- 
ing tracts  near  Farakhnagar  and  near  Nuh  both  fall  under  this 
■  heading.  The  wells  are  classed  in  the  Settlement  papers  as  sweet, 
brackish,  or  salt :  the  effect  of  the  character  of  the  water  on  the  produce 
depends  partly  on  the  nature  of  the  soil ;  where  this  is  sandy,  a 
certain  amount  of  saltness  in  the  water  is  a  positive  benefit,  and 
where  the  water  is  very  salt,  very  fine  crops  can  be  grown  if  the  seed 
is  once  sprouted  by  rain  water ;  on  the  other  hand,  on  a  clay  soil  salt- 
ness in  the  water  is  very  prejudicial.  For  vegetables  and  tobacco, 
sweet  or  only  slightly  brackish  water  is  ordinarily  necessary.  Besides 
the  above  three  descriptions  of  water,  there  is  a  kind  of  water  found 
in  some  wells  in  Rewari,  known  as  matwdla,  or  hard,  the  crops  on 
which  are  generally  good ;  and  there  are  also  a  few  wells  in  which 
the  water  is  sweet  lcallar ;  on  sweet  Jcallar  wells  and  on  very  salt 
wells  on  clayey  soils,  it  is  often  necessary  to  let  the  land,  which  has 
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been  watered  one  year,  lie  fallow  or  be  cultivated  with  rain  crops 
the  next  year,  in  order  to  prevent  its  becoming  nncultarable. 

In  some  parts  of  the  district  the  only  drinking  water  which  the 
people  can  get  is  procured  from  wells  sunk  close  to  the  village  tank 
or  pond,  and  is,  in  fact,  the  pond  water  roughly  filtered.  If  the  pond 
goes  dry  in  the  hot  weather,  water  has  to  be  fetched  sometimes  from 
a  distance  of  two  or  three  miles. 


13.-— Another  point  which  may  be  noticed  is,  that  the 
.  ,    water  supply  in  the  wells  situated  in  that  part 

Difference  as  to  amount      ,         .f\  J.  ,     .  .  ,  .     .     ,.        .  r 

of  water  supply  in  the  east  of  the  district  which  lies  east  of  a  line  drawn 
and  in  the  west  of  the  di«-  along  the  range  of  hills  on  the  Alwar  border, 
trict-  and  thence  prolonged  northwards,  is,  as  a 

rule,  comparatively  scanty,  while  west  of  that  line  it  is  abundant ;  the 
cause  of  this  is  probably  connected  with  the  fact  shown  by  the  course 
of  the  Sahibi,  that  this  western  part  of  the  district  is  lower  than 
the  Rajputana  country  to  the  south. 

Section  14. — Although  more  properly  belonging  to  the  chapter  on 

assessment,  the  following  statement  of  which 

JS^^&J?         a11  the  fi&ures  but  those  contained  in  the  last 

column  have  been  extracted  from  a  report 
furnished  in  Assistant  Settlement  Officer's  letter  No.  122  of  23rd  April 
1878,  may  conveniently  be  given  here  :— 


[Statement 
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Statement  showing  amount  of  Land  Revenue  due  to  well  irrigation  for 
eaeh  assessment  circle  of  Ourgaon  District, 


Name 

of 
Tahsll. 

Name  of  assessment  circle. 

Amount  of 
Land  Re* 
venue  due  to 
well  irriga- 
tion. 

Average  j 
area  irnga- 
ble  per  lao 

Percentage  of  total 
assessment    due  to 
well  irrigation. 

• 

O 
< 
O 

m 
p 
o 

• 

Unhora            ...           ...  ••• 

Pabar            •••         •••  ••• 

Dabri            ...         ...  ... 

Sohna             ...          ...  ... 

Saiianl   

3ibl                                                  ...  ... 

Sabibi            ...          ...  ••• 

Kasan             ...          ...  ... 

Farakhnagai  ... 

Ourgaon         ...         ...  «•• 

Adjoining  Dabar 

Rs. 

7,077 

1,169 

637 
2868 
1.467 
3.566 
3,904 

604 
8,104 

R  7C|R 

900 

12 
7 
7 
7 
6 
9 

16 
8 

12 
7 

8 

2190 
9-21 
4  06 
14-73 
6-77 
2311 
20  26 
698 
25  36 
16  24 
8  38 

Total 

36,074 

k 

... 

... 

5 

M 

« 

Shabjahanpur  ... 

Pabar             ...          ...  ... 

Kansaoti        ...  ••• 
Kcwan            ...  ... 

Sabibi             ...          ...  ... 

1'alhawAS 
Magda  bait  ... 

Mundi            ...          ...  ... 

1,816 
7,134 
6,762 

0,040 

19,517 
6,245 
9,539 
6,205 

7 
7 
11 

A 

11 

10 

11 

8 

16-22 

20-  89 
24-76 
24  98 

30-82 

21-  33 
1869 
20-89 

Total 

62,044 

... 

... 

PALWAL. 

Bbuder          ...         ...  ... 

Dabri             ...          ...  ... 

Khadar          ...  ... 

Khadar  Bingar  "... 
Dungiir            •••  ... 

1,686 
2,889 
1,449 
4,221 
20,317 

9 
8 
8 
8 

7 

12  99 

16-88 
11-51 
13-85 
951 

Total 

30,662 
•27 

... 

... 

... 
... 

U 

g 

Ban  gar           ...          ...  ... 

Taorn            ...  ... 

Dabar            ...         ...  ... 

6,268 
6,777 
3,687 

6 
7 
6 

• 

5  68 
16-37 
2-98 

Total 

16,632 

••• 

|  FTBOZPUR. 

Cbiknot         •••          ...  ... 

Landoba        ...          ...  ... 

Mindi'khera  ... 

Bhuder           ...         •••  ... 
Punahin* 

640 

2,016 
3,941 
8,082 
6,024 

6 
8 
12 
6 
6 

2-  77 

3-  91 
1413 
16  36 

660 

Total 
Grand  Total 

19,603 

•  •• 

... 

164.942 

8 

... 

•From  Tank 
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Section  15.— In  addition  to  wells  and  to  the  Agra  canal,  which 

is  noticed  in  the  next  paragraph,  the  other 
irrigation  works  of  the  district  are,  or  rather 
were,  for  to  many  of  them  the  past  tense  must  be  applied,  as  follows : 
embankments  at  Gw&lpahari,  Jhund  Serai,  Raipur  Ghata,  Bargujar, 
Jhar8a,  Harsaru,  Garlii  Harsaru,  Tuglakpur,  Sohnaand  Raisina  in  the 
Gurgaon  tahsil  ;  at  Dahina  and  Nundrampurbas  in  Rewari  ;  at 
Alawalpur  and  Sangel  in  Nuh ;  at  Radii,  Banarsi,  Bhnnd,  Kanmeida, 
Madapar,  Maholi  and  Nagli  in  Firozpur ;  and  the  connected  chain  of 
works,  consisting  of  the  Kotila  embankment,  and  Gubbin's  Cut,  design- 
ed to  drain  the  Chandeni  jhil  and  to  divert  the  surplus  water  from 
it  and  also  the  waters  coming  from  the  Firozpur  valley,  away  from 
the  Kotla  jhil  into  the  country  south  of  Ujiua  :  these  works  will  be 
found  described  in  the  extracts  from  the  assessment  reports,  Nuh, 
para.  82,  Firozpur  paras.  9,  10,  11.  The  arrangements  made  for  the 
maintenance  of  those  various  works  will  be  noticed  in  paras.  302  and 
803.  A  small  portion  of  the  canal  which  drains  the  Najafgarh  jhil 
is  also  in  the  district  and  is  referred  to  in  the  extracts  from  the 
Assessment  Report  for  Gurgaon,  para.  85. 

Section  16.— The  Agra  canal,  which  is  under  the  control  of  the 
The  Acr*  canal  Government  of  the  North-Western  Provinces, 

e  was   nominally  opened  on  the  5th  March 

1874,  and  irrigation  commenced  from  the  rabi  of  1875. 

The  areas  irrigated  in  the  Gurgaon  district  each  year  have 
been  as  follows  :  — 


Year. 

Kharif. 

Rabi. 

Total. 

1874-  75 

1875-  76 

1876-  77 

1877-  78 

1878-  79 

2,167 
4,848 
16,789 
11,828 

Acret. 
9,406 
7,387 
10,266 
31,837 
29,447 

Acret. 

9.406 

9.554 
16,113 
48,626 
41,276 

— -  — i  ■ 

In  1878-79  the  number  of  villages  which  took  water  in  the  kharif 
was  186,  of  which  99  were  in  Palwal,  23  in  Nuh  and  14  in  Firozpur  ; 
and  the  number  which  took  it  in  the  rabi  was  142,  of  which  110  were 
in  Palwal,  22  in  Nuh  and  10  in  Firozpur  :  of  the  total  irrigation  of 
41,275  acres,  about  one-tenth  was  by  lift  and  the  rest  by  flow.  The 
rates  levied  are :  1,  occupier's  rate ;  2,  owner's  rate. 


Nature  of  crop. 

Pbb  ACBB  irrigated. 

Per 

Natural  flow. 

Lift. 

I 

n 

in 

IV 

Ruparcano,  rice. 

Tobacco,  opium,  vegetables,  orchards  and 

waternnta. 
All  rabi  crops,  indigo,  and  cotton. 
All  kharif  crop*  not  specified  above. 

Ks.  As,  P. 
6    10  8 

4     0  0 
3     0  0 
3    0  0 

Be,  As.  P 
3  5  4 

2  0  0 
18  0 
10  0 

Year. 

Crop. 
Do. 
Do. 

%  The  owners  rate  is  one-third  of  the  occupier's  rate. 
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These  rates  were  after  some  discussion  fixed,  and,  I  think,  rightly 
fixed,  considerably  higher  than  those  hitherto  levied  on  most  canals. 
At  the  time  of  the  Settlement  measurements,  and  of  my  inspection 
for  assessment,  canal  irrigation  had  not  commenced  ;  as  the  villages 
would  in  any  case  have  had  to  be  assessed  in  their  dry  aspect,  so  as  to 
allow  of  the  introduction  of  the  owner's  rate  system,  this  was  an  advan- 
tage. Fields  assessed  by  me  at  well  irrigated  rates  will  be  exempt  from 
the  operation  of  owner's  rates.  As  yet  the  irrigated  area  under  kharif 
crops  is  small,  sugarcane  cultivation  being  strange  to  the  people,  and 
the  main  crops  grown  being  wheat  and  barley.  I  notice,  however,  in 
the  published  reports  that  the  Canal  Officers  have  grown  and  distri- 
buted among  the  people  young  sugar  plants,  for  which  there  was  a 
demand,  so  that  probably  the  kharif  irrigation  will  extend. 
Mr.  Maconachie  tells  me  that  in  a  few  places  there  seems  to  be 
some  danger  of  water-logging,  producing  the  same  disastrous  effects 
as  on  the  Western  Jumna  Canal. 

Section  17.— The  district  is  not  well-wooded,  and  some  portions 

of  it,  such  as  the  low-lying  tract  in  Nuh, 
Vegetation  of  the  district,    are  peculiarly    bare   of  trees.    In  Rewari 

the  farrash  (Tamarix  orientalis)  is  especially 
prevalent,    and     here  the   farrash  trees    in    waste    lands  and 
along  the  village   roads  often  form  the  subject  of  an  owner- 
ship, distinct  from  the  ownership  of  the  soil.  The  kikar  (Acacia  Arabica) 
is  found  all  over  the  district ;  it  grows  in  large  numbers  in  some  vil- 
lages a  few  miles  south-west  of  Gurgaon,  and  in  the  Palwal  tahsil  I 
have  found  instances  of  kikar  plantations  carefully  preserved  by  the 
Tillage  communities.    The  Kabuli  kikar  (Acacia  Farnesiana)  is  also 
common.    The  Nim  (Azadirachta  Indica)  is  generally  found  growing 
in  and  around  the  village  sites,  where  also  the  PI  pal  (Ficus  religiosa) 
and  the  Bar  (Ficus  Indica)  are  of  frequent  occurrence.    In  some  parts 
of  the  district,  particularly  in  low-lying  flooded  tracts,  in  which  the 
soil  is  naturally  sandy,  as  at  Sultanpur  in  the  Gurgaon  tahsfl,  and 
near  Sailani,  the  Khajur  or  date  palm  (Phcenix  sylvestris)  grows  abun- 
dantly ;  but  the  fruit  is  very  inferior.    In  the  east  and  south  of  the 
district  there  are  a  few  scattered  specimens  of  the  Tari  or  palmyra 
(Bora88U8  flabelliformis).  The  Palwal  tahsil  is  by  far  the  best  wooded, 
there  most  jat  villages  preserve  a  certain  portion  of  their  area  sacred 
from  the  plough,  and  regard  in  a  semi-sacrilegious  light  the  cutting 
down  of  the  trees  growing  there.   The  greater  part  of  the  vegetation 
ordinarily  found  in  such  bannis  or  rikhias,  as  they  are  called,  consists 
of  the  Karil  (Capparis  aphylla),  the  Kins  or  Jhokar  (Capparis  Iiorrida), 
the  Jal  or  Dongar  (Salvadora  oleoides),  the  Raunjh  (Prosopis  spicigera), 
and  the  Khair  (Acacia  catechu) ;  but  there  are  also  found  the  Dhak 
(Butea  frondosa),  the  Gular  (Fieus  glomerata),  the  Paphri  (Pongamia 
glabra),  and  the  Lasora  (Cordia  latifolia),  as  well  as  some  of  the 
other  trees  already  mentioned.    The  Kaddam  (Nanclea  cardifolia) 
is  fairly  common  towards  Palwal  and  Hodal ;  the  Barn  a  (Cranceva 
religiosa)  and  the  Imli  (Tamarindus  Indica)  are  met  with,  but 
are  not  common.    The  Am  (Mangifera  Indica)  is  extremely  rare. 
The  Bakain  (Melia  sempervirens)  is  of  ordinary  occurrence,  and 
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the  Amlt&sh  (Catharto-carpus  fistula)  is  not  very  infrequent.  The 
Ber  (Zizyphus  Jujuba)  is  planted  in  orchards  for  the  sake  of  its  fruit, 
especially  near  large  towns,  and  is  also  found  elsewhere.  The  Shisham 
(Dalbergia  Sisau)  and  the  Sir  is  (Acacia  sirissa)  are  confined  to  the 
sides  of  the  roads,  where  they  have  been  planted  by  the  District 
Officers;  near  Gurgaon  a  very  successful  experiment  has  been  made  in 
planting  an  avenue  with  the  Bignonxa  Millingtonia,  locally  known  as 
Wilayati  bakain,  a  handsome  quick-growing  tree  with  a  beautiful 
white  flower.  The  special  tree  of  the  hill  ranges  is  the  Dhauk 
(Anogeistu*  latifolia  ?  or  pendula  ?) ;  at  one  time  the  hills  are  said  to 
have  been  very  fairly  covered  with  Dhauk  trees,  but  now,  except  in  a 
few  places,  where  the  villages  preserve  the  trees,  until  they  reach 
a  size  which  fits  them  for  sale,  every  sapling  is  at  once  cut  down  or 
grazed  down  by  goats.  In  my  letter  No.  62,  of  31st  March  1876,  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Delhi,  I  suggested  that  it  might  be  advisable  to 
arrange  for  the  conservation  of  the  trees  on  some  of  the  ranges ;  after 
some  further  correspondence  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  but  I  believe  no  fiual  decision  has  yet  been  arrived 
at    On  the  Tankri  hill  there  are  some  Gugal  or  Balsom  trees. 

One  of  the  most  characteristic  plants  of  the  district  is  the 
Zizyphus  nummularia,  ordinarily  called  p&la  or  jhar-beri.  This  is 
common  all  over  the  district,  except  in  low-lying  inundated  tracts  ; 
but  it  especially  favours  high-lying  and  sandy  lands  such  as  are  found 
near  Taoru  and  in  parts  of  Rew&ri;  there  in  September  and  October 
the  fields  are  often  so  thickly  covered  with  this  prickly  shrub  that  it 
is  not  easy  either  to  walk  or  ride  over  them.  It  is  invaluable  to  the 
people :  the  leaves  are  threshed  out  and  given  as  fodder  to  the  cattle, 
the  fruit  is  eaten  or  taken  for  sale  to  the  towns,  the  thorny  branches 
are  used  for  hedges  or  fuel,  and  the  root  for  dyeing  leather. 

Hardly  less  useful  is  the  munj  grass,  (Saccharum  sara)  which  is 
found  all  over  the  district,  and  seems  to  flourish  both  in  high  sandy  lands, 
as  near  Bolni  in  Bewari  and  in  low  flooded  tracts,  as  near  Palwal  on 
the  east.    Its  uses  are  too  well  known  to  require  description  here. 

Among  the  numerous  other  plants  found  in  the  district,  the 
following  deserve  notice  : — 

The  Jhau  (Tamarix  dioica)  covers  the  low  alluvial  lands  along- 
the  banks  of  the  Jumna,  its  twigs  are  used  in  basket-making,  and  in 
the  construction  of  temporary  well  cylinders.  The  B&nsa  [Tephrosfa 
purpurea)  grows  abundantly  near  the  hills :  the  cylinders  of  temporary 
wells  are  ordinarily  made  by  weaving  together  its  branches.  Ehjp 
{Orthanthera  viminea)  grows  on  salt  lands,  and  is  used  in  the  Nub 
salt-pans  to  quicken  the  crystallisation  of  the  salt. 

Bathua"  (  Chenopodium  album)  and  Chaulai  ( Amaranthus  ?  ), 
are  common  pot  herbs :  the  former  grows  chiefly  in  irrigated  lands. 
The  seeds  of  the  Sanwak  (Panicum  colonum)  are  also  eaten  by  the 
poor.   The  Nali  (Ipomasa  reptans),  which  grows  in  submerged  lands 
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is  also  used  as  a  pot  herb :  and  among  the  wild  gourds  the  Kachri 
(Cucumis  pubescens)  and  the  Bankarila  (Momordica  Charaniia)  are 
eaten  by  the  people. 

In  poor  soils  near  the  hills  there  often  grow  the  Kans  grass 
(Saccharum  spontaneum)  and  the  Bhart  (Ceruhrus  echinatus)  with  its 
troublesome  and  prickly  burs  ;  and  in  the  flooded  lands  of  some  villages 
in  the  north  of  Firozpur  (especially  in  Gohana  and  Bahadri)  is  found 
the  Narsal  {Ai'undo  karka),  a  most  tenacious  aquatic  plant,  which  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  eradicate,  and  which  had  to  be  considered  in 
fixing  the  assessment  of  those  estates.  Pipe  stems  are  made  of  its 
reeds. 

The  only  other  plant  which  I  can  at  present  remember,  and 
which  it  seems  necessary  to  mention,  is  theNag-phani  {Cactus  Indicus), 
which  forms  a  thick  hedge  round  many  villages  in  Rewari. 

Section  18.— Iron  ore  exists  in  the  hill  range  near  Firozpur  and 
Mineral  roducta  ice.       ftt  ^atan  Udepuri,  a  few  miles  south  of 
mera  p        s    .        Firozpur;  in   the  time  of  the  Nawabs  of 
Iron .  Firozpur  the  trees  on  the  hills  were  rigorously 

preserved,  and  the  ore  was  worked  and  smelted  at  Ferozpur;  but  on 
annexing  the  country  the  hills  were  abandoned  to  the  village  commu- 
nities, and  the  consequent  decrease  in  the  supply  of  fuel  soon  rendered 
the  manufacture  unprofitable,  and  it  has  long    been  abandoned. 

Traces  of  copper  exists  in  the  range  east  of 
•^TO0*'  Firozpur,   on  the  road  to  Rewari.    Mica  is 

Mica.  found   near  Bhundsi,  and  is  occasionally 

extracted.    In  1861  the  late  Dr.  Thomson,  Civil  Surgeon  of  Gurgaon, 

reported  the  find  of  a  deposit  of  plumbago  near 
Plumbago.  Sohna,  and  an  account  of  his  discovery  was 

published  in  the  Punjab  Qazette  of  4th  January  1862.  Some  pencils 
were  manufactured  out  of  the  plumbago  found  there,  and  at  first  there 
was  good  hope  of  the  mine  being  really  valuable,  but  eventually 
the  substance  was  pronounced  extremely  poor  and  commercially 
valueless.  More  recently  the  locality  has  been  visited  by  Mr.  Hacket, 
Geological  Surveyor ;  and  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Geological  Survey,  I  am  enabled  to  give  the  following  extraots 

from  his  notes  : — 

i 

"Plumbago  Schists, 

"At  the  back  of  the  town  of  Sohna,  in  the  Gurgaon  district,  a 
thin  irregular  band  of  schist,  possibly  belonging  to  the  Raiolo  group, 
occurs  in  the  quartzites.  From  these  schists  some  specimens  of  plum- 
bago have  been  taken.  There  are  no  traces  of  any  excavations  having 
been  made,  except  a  very  small  pit,  which  could  not  have  been  many 
feet  deep.  Anything  that  I  could  see  was  exceedingly  poor  and  hardly 
deserved  the  name  of  plumbago,  and  I  doubt  if  anything  much  richer 
was  ever  taken  from  this  locality.  The  specimen  sent  to  me  by  the 
Deputy  Commissioner  was  as  poor  as  those  I  picked  up. 
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"  When  examining  these  schists,  the  Sohna  lambard&r  told  me 
that  after  every  rain  small  quantities  of  gold  were  discovered  in  the 
sand,  mud,  &c.,  of  the  little  water-courses  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill.  I 
had  up,  and  examined,  Mehtars  of  the  town,  who  told  me  that  it  waa 
true  that  they  made  a  few  rupees  every  year  in  this  way,  and  that  the 
heavier  the  rains  the  larger  the  amount  of  gold.  Last  year,  for  instance, 
as  the  rains  were  so  slight,  they  did  not  get  any,  or  did  not  think  it 
worth  while  looking  for.  The  only  rocks  exposed  in  this  gully  are  the 
Alwar  quartzites,  and  these  schists.  As  I  cannot  imagine  that  the 
gold  could  be  washed  out  of  the  hard  quartzites,  it,  I  presume,  must 
come  from  these  schists." 

Section  19.— Slates  are  quarried  from  the  detached  knot  of  hills 
gu  near  Khol,  Majra-Bhalki,  and  some  twelve 

Tiiiles  west  of  Rewdri ;  the  chief  quarry  has  been 
for  some  years  worked  by  a  company,  and  it  is  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr. 
M:i  s sou,  the  Manager  of  the  Company,  that  I  am  indebted  for  the  fol- 
lowing information.  During  the  four  years  1876  to  1879  the  quarries 
supplied  about  800,000  of  roofing  slates,  and  about  84,000  square 
feet  of  slabs.  The  following  account  of  the  slates  is  based  on  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Kirby,  the  Assistant  Secretary  Public  Works  Department, 
to  Mr.  Masson.  The  slate  in  question  corresponds  with  what  is  known 
as  the  granwacke  slate,  which  is  a  laminated  clnystone,  containing 
sand,  mica,  &c,  and  is  inferior  to  clay  slate.  The  cleavage  does  not 
appear  as  clean  or  as  good  as  in  slates  from  the  hill  districts,  nor  is 
the  color  uniform  or  the  grain  fine.  In  granwacke  slates  the  laminae 
of  deposition  on  all  the  vertical  planes  are  parallel  to  the  plane  of  stra- 
tification, and  so  far  differ  from  clay  slates  whose  lamina?  cross  the 
plane.  Mr.  Kirby  sums  up  by  observing  that  the  slates,  although 
not  of  first  class  quality,  are  good  and  serviceable  and  will  suit  most 
building.  I  may  add  that  slates  from  these  hills  have  been  very 
largely  used  in  roofing  the  stations  of  the  Rajputaua  State  Railway. 

Section  20. — Map  No.  IX  shows  the  villages  in  which  kankar  is 
KuikaT  found ;  the  information  may  perhaps  be  use- 

ful to  district  and  public  works  officers ; 
Sadhrana  in  Gnrgaon,  Marora  Kherti-kankar,  Hasanpur-Sohna, 
and  Ulahta  in  Nuh,  Somand-khera  and  Umra  in  Firozpur,  are  villages 
of  which  the  kankar  is  very  good. 

Section  21.— As  the  hot  sulphur  springs  of  Sohna  are  described 

Salobur  wines  in  the  Gazeiteer> 1  here  c°Qtent  myself  with 

p    v  noting  their  existence. 

Section  22.— Map  No.  VI  shows  the  main  lines  of  communica- 
n        ,  »  tions  of  the  district.    The  Kajputana  State 

Railway  passes  through  the  Gurgaon  and  Re- 
wari  tahsils ;  and  the  stations  of  Gnrgaon,  Garhi-Harsaru,  Khan  par 
and  Rewari  on  the  main  line,  and  Farukhnagar  on  a  branch  are 
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situated  within  the  district.  TheGrand  Trunk  Road  from  Delhi  to  Agra 
runs  the  entire  length  of  the  Palwal  tahsfl  ;  and  there  are  metalled 
roads  from  Gurgaon  to  Delhi  via  the  Kutub,  and  from  Gurgaon  for 
a  few  miles  towards  Sohna.  Generally  speaking  the  unmetalled  roads 
of  the  district  are  not  good ;  in  the  Rewari  and  Gurgaon  tahsfls  the 
country  is  so  sandy,  that  the  roads  are  necessarily  extremely  heavy ; 
in  the  country  near  Taoru  the  ravines  are  numerous,  and  in  the  rainy 
season  the  roads  are  sometimes  impassable  to  wheeled  carriage ;  in 
the  low-lying  part  of  Nun  and  the  Firozpur  valley  the  roads  are  often 
under  water,  and  occasionally  it  is  impossible  to  journey  from  Firoz- 
pur to  Nuh,  except  by  keeping  close  to  the  base  of  the  hills ;  in 
Palwal,  and  in  the  east  of  Firozpur  and  Nuh  the  country  is  more 
naturally  favourable  to  the  construction  of  roads,  and  here  the  com- 
munications are  fairly  good,  but  I  should  be  very  loath  to  attempt  a 
driving  tour  over  any  other  part  of  the  district.  Really  good  roads 
from  Gurgaon  to  Firozpur  vid  Sohna  and  Nuh,  and  from  Nuh  and 
Firozpur  vi&  Pun&hana  to  Hodal  would  confer  a  great  bene6t  on  the 
district,  but  they  would  not  be  easy  either  to  make  or  to  maintain. 
The  other  roads  are  not  so  important ;  the  traffic  between  Rewari  and 
Nuh  is  never  likely  to  be  of  much  importance ;  west  of  Rewari  good 
unmetalled  roads  are  almost  impossible,  and  the  trade  with  the  Native 
States  beyond  is  mainly  carried  on  by  camels ;  the  country  too 
between  Rewari  and  Gurgaon  is  not  favourable  for  road  making,  and 
as  the  railway  follows  this  line  of  route,  a  good  road  is  not  absolutely 
needed.  Next  in  importance  after  the  roads  noted  above,  I  should 
place  the  construction  of  a  good  road  between  Sohna  and  Palwal,  but 
on  this  route  also  the  difficulties  arising  both  from  floods  and  from 
sand  would  have  to  be  faced.  Fortunately  the  district  funds  of  Gur- 
gaon are  rich,  so  that  perhaps  it  may  be  found  possible  in  future  to  do 
something  in  the  direction  indicated. 

There  are  roads  for  wheeled  carriage  over  the  hills  at  Sohna, 
and  at  Nuh  on  the  roads  leading  from  those  places  to  Taoru  and 
Rewari ;  and  there  is  a  good  road  through  the  pass  west  of  Firozpur 
leading  to  Tijara ;  and  a  very  indifferent  one  through  the  pass  east  of 
Firozpur  leading  to  Bisru  and  the  Bhartpur  town  of  Pahari :  there  is 
another  pass  on  the  Firozpur-Punahana  road  at  Kbanpur-Ghati ;  the 
traffic  by  this  route  is  considerable,  but  the  road  on  both  sides  the 
pass  is  at  present  very  heavy.  Tracks  over  the  hills,  fit  only  for  foot 
passengers  or  for  ponies,  are  numerous.  Perhaps  at  some  future 
time  it  may  be  found  possible  to  make  a  light  railway,  in  continuation 
of  the  Hathras-Mathra  railway,  running  through  Kosi,  Hodal  and 
Palwal  with  a  branch  to  Nuh.  1  should  think  that  it  would  cost 
little  to  construct,  and  would  probably  be  profitable  financially,  run- 
ning, as  it  would,  through  a  fertile  and  well-populated  country,  and 
opening  up  cheap  communication  between  the  Nuh  salt,  and  the 
Firozpur  cotton,  and  the  marts  whither  they  now  are  exported  by 
road. 
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CHAPTER  II.— Its  History. 

Section  23. — For  an  account,  of  the  early  history  of  Mewat,  as  far 

Early  history  of  Mewat  aS      Can  ^  S^eane(^   from  the  Muhamma- 

7  dan  historians,  I  would  refer  to  Chapter  I 

of  Major  Powlett's  Gazetteer  of  Alwar.  I  had,  before  the  publication 
of  that  interesting  work,  written  a  somewhat  similar  but  less  complete 
accouut,  based  generally  on  the  same  authorities ;  but  the  information 
which  I  had  gathered  having  thus  been  subsequently  made  available, 
it  appears  unnecessary  to  lengthen  this  report  by  repeating  it  here. 
The  salient  points  of  the  history  are  the  turbulence  of  the  Mewattis, 
who,  relying  on  the  strength  of  their  hill  retreats,  pluudered  the 
country  far  and  wide  whenever  the  central  authority  was  from  any 
cause  temporarily  weakened ;  the  severe  measures,  from  time  to  time, 
adopted  to  repress  them  ;  and  the  important  parts  played  in  the  time 
of  Timur  by  Bahadar  Nahar,  the  reputed  founder  of  the  Khanzadas, 
and  in  that  of  Babar  by  Hasan  Khan  Mewatti,  with  whose  death  the 
political  importance  of  the  Khauzada  lords  of  Mewat  ceased:  since 
then  there  has  never  been  a  sole  and  independent  ruler  of  Mewat, 
which  at  present  is  partitioned  between  Alwar,  Bhartpur  and 
Gurgaou. 

Section  24. — In  the  time  of  Akbar  the  present  Gurgaon  district 
of  the  dis-    was  con*aiued  iu  subabs,  Delhi  and  Agra,  and 
comprised,  wholly  or  partly,  the  following 
Sirkars  and  Dasturs 


Constitution 
trict  in  the  time  of  Akbar. 


Sirkar  Delhi 


Rewari 


Subah  Delhi. 

Dasturs  — 
Palwal 
J  bursa 
Dasturs 
Bahora 
Taoru 
Rewari 
Sobna 

Kohana  or  Lohana 


Subah  Agra. 

Sirkar  Dastur 
Suhar  or  Pahari  Hodal 


Mahals  or  Parganas. 


Sirkar  &  Dastur  Indor 


Tijara 


Ujiua 

UmriUmra 

Piningwan 

Bisru 

Bhasohra(?Bichor) 

Jhamrawat 

Khanpur 

Sakras 

Santawari 

Firozpur 

Kotila 

Ghasera 

Kagiua. 


Section  25. — During  the  flourishing  times  of  the  Mogal  empire, 
Subsequent  history  Gurgaon  may  be  said  to  be  without  a  history, 

^'  but  with  its  decay,  mention  of  the  district  is 
again  found  in  the  pngeB  of  the  historians,  and  events  occurred  which 
still  live,  although  often  distorted  and  exaggerated  in  the  memories 
of  the  people.    At  first  the  prominent  actors  are  Rao  Bahadur  Singh 

 :  

(I  have  taken  this  information  from  Elliot's  Glossary  and  the  statistical  account 
of  Gurgaon). 
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in  the  centre  of  the  district,  the  Biluch  chiefs  of  Bahadurgarh  and 
Farakhnagar  in  the  north,  and  the  great  Jat  ruler,  Suraj  Mai  of 
Bhartpur,  in  the  south. 

Section  26. — In  the  time  of  Aurangzeb  there  was  a  noted  free- 
booter of  Dahana  ( now  Badshahpur )  by  caste  a  Badgujar  Rajput,  and 
by  name  Hathi  Singh, 

Churaman  of  Bhartpur  is  said  to  have  interceded  with  the 

Bahadur  Singh  of  Gbwera.    emperor  for  hie  pardon,  which  was  granted 

on  condition  of  his  killing  a  noted  Meo  robber 
named  Sanwalia.  This  condition  having  been  fulfilled,  he  was 
granted  Ghasera  with  eleven  other  villages,  including  Nuh  and  Malab. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Rao  Bahadur  Singh,  who  extended  his 
rule  over,  according  to  tradition,  a  country  yielding  52  lakhs,  or  in 
reality,  as  far  as  1  can  gather,  over  the  parganas  of  Indor,  Kotila 
Ghasera  and  Sohna.  But  there  was  one  duty  incumbent  on  a 
Badgujar  chief  on  pain  of  incurring  the  curse  of  leprosy  pronounced 
by  his  ancestor  when  turned  out  of  Jaipur  by  the  Kachwahaa  on  any 
Badgujar  Raja,  who  should  not  fight  with  Jaipur.  So  Bahadur  Singh 
made  a  treaty  with  Rao  Malar  (Sindia),  intending  to  attack  the  Jaipur 
Raja,  who  in  his  turn  wrote  to  Suraj  Mai  of  Bhartpur  instigating 
him  to  attack  Ghasera,  which  he  might  then  keep. 

Ja  din  mila  Malar  so  wa  din  ka  opgar, 
Madho  Singh  Maharaj  ne  Suja  kiya  taiyar. 

Bahadur  Singh  was  hunting  beyond  the  Jumna  when  he  met 
Suraj  Mai  on  his  way  to  Ghasera,  but  at  the  time  of  the  meeting,  only 
accompanied  by  a  few  followers.  He  greeted  Bahadur  Singh  as  a 
friend,  and  professed  to  have  a  great  desire  to  see  his  far-famed 
Bword.  BahAdur  Singh  courteously  complied,  but  when  he  saw  his 
sword  being  passed  away  from  him  among  the  Jat  chiefs  followers, 
he  discovered  the  treachery  and  fled  for  his  life  to  a  distant  ferry  on 
the  Jumna,  whence  he  escaped  to  Ghasera.  There  he  was  besieged 
by  Suraj  Mai,  and  after  an  heroic  defence  the  fort  was  captured ; 
Bahadur  Singh  and  all  his  family,  except  one  grandson  Bhagwant 
Singh,  perished,  Bahadur  Singh's  wives  blowing  themselves  up  with  the 
magazine  when  no  hope  of  victory  was  left.  Two  of  Bhagwant  Singh's 
grandsons  still  live  in  Bhundsi,  a  few  miles  south  of  Gurgaon. 
Ghasera  was  taken  by  Suraj  Mai  in  1810  Sarabat=1767  A.  D. 

Section  27. — Before  this  the  Jat  chief  had  extended  his  rule  over 
The  Bilachis  of  Farakh  south  and   south-east  of  the  district, 

nagar.  1  '    practising  horrible  cruelties  on  the  Meos  in 

endeavouring  to  bring  them  under  subjection, 
and  he  now  pushed  his  conquests  to  the  north,  and  thus  came  into 
conflict  with  the  Biluchis  of  Farakhnagar.  The  emperor  Farokhsir 
(  1712  to  1718  A.  D. )  granted  a  Biluch  named  Dilel  Khan,  but 
who  afterwards  earned  the  title  of  Faujdar  Khan,  the  son  of  a 
zamindar  of  Khurrampur  in  this  district,  several  large  jagirs  and  the 
site  of  the  present  town  of  Farakhnagar,  which  was  founded  by  him. 
His  four  eldest  sons  were  killed  in  battle,  and  he  was  succeeded  by 
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his  youngest  son  Kamgar  Elian,  whose  son,  Muse  Khan,  was  the  ruler 
of  Farakhnagar  at  the  time  of  Suraj  Mai's  invasion.  Suraj  Mai 
captured  Farakhnagar  and  took  away  Muse  Khan  with  him  to  Bhart- 
pur,  where  he  was  kept  prisoner  until  Suraj  Mai's  death  in  17C4 
A.  D.,  when  he  escaped  by  the  connivance  of  the  jailor,  and  regained 
possession  of  Farakhnagar,  which  continued  to  be  ruled  by  this 
Biluch  family  until  the  mutiny  of  1857. 

Section  28. — After  Suraj  Mai's  death,  the  Jat  power  declined  and 
for  a  short  interval  the  energy  of  Najafkuli  Khan  recovered  most  of 
the  district  for  the  Mogal  emperor;  but  in  1788  he  fell  away  from 
the  emperor,  and  was  besieged  by  him  at  Gokalgarh  near  Reward, 
whence  he  escaped  to  Kanound  and  died  :  the  famous  George  Thomas 
distinguished  himself  in  this  siege  of  Gokalgarh.  Then  there  follows 
the  confused  period  of-  Mahratta  domination,  the  rule  of  the 
"  Ghorawalas  "  or  horsemen,  as  they  are  still  called  in  the  district. 

During  their  domination  the  district  was  usually  entrusted  to 

Sindia  and  French  officers,  whose  head-quar- 

p  ^VSfcera8*  *nd  their    ters  were  at  in  Aligar,  and  the  best 

°  known  of  whom  to  the  people  are  Piru  Sahib 

and  Louis  Sahib,  Generals  Perron  and  Bourquin.  Their  rule  seems 
not  to  have  been  overtrammelled  by  law,  if  a  story  is  true  which  was 
told  me  by  the  Rajput  lambardars  of  Ghamroj  near  Bhundsi,  to  the 
effect  that  a  complaint  had  been  made  against  them  by  their  Gujar 
enemies  who  live  on  the  other  side  of  the  valley,  and  the  French 
officer  one  day  rode  to  their  village,  and  when  the  lambardars,  as 
usual,  went  out  to  meet  him,  he  at  once  cut  them  down  with  his  own 
hand.  The  famous  adventurer,  George  Thomas,  had  assigned  to  him 
in  1793  the  district  of  Firozpur,  and  once  plundered  Gurgaon  and 
took  off  with  him  to  Tijara  fourteen  of  the  chief  men,  whom  he  after- 
wards released  at  General  Perron's  request ;  while  Sombre,  another 
adventurer,  the  husband  of  the  well  known  Begum  Samru,  obtained  the 
pargana  of  Jharsa. 

Section  29. — Meanwhile  the  history  of  the  semi-detached  pargana 

of  Rewari  had  been  somewhat  different.  In  the 

rte  ofto  Ahta?^  Md    time  of  Aurangzeb,  an  Alur  of  the  village  of 

Bolni,  south-east  of  Rewari,  by  name  Nand 
Ram,  rose  into  the  royal  favour,  and  was  made  governor  of  the  pargana 
of  Rewari.  His  eldest  son,  Rao  Bal  Kishen,  fell  fighting  in  the  royal 
cause  against  Nadir  Shah  in  1739  A.  D.  at  Karnal,  where,  I  am  told, 
a  monument  to  him  exists.  The  second  son,  Rao  Gujar  Mai,  was 
granted  the  titles  of  Rao  Bahadur  and  commander  of  five  thousand, 
and  the  government  of  the  parganas  of  Narnaul  and  Hissar ;  in  him 
the  power  of  this  family  reached  its  culminating  point.  He  erected 
forts  at  Guraora  and  Gokalgarh ;  at  the  latter  place,  what  were  formerly 
known  as  Gokal,  Sicca  rupees,  were  minted. 

His  successors,  his  son  Rao  Bhawani  Singh,  and  grandson  Rao 
Dilel  Singh,  were  incompetent,  and  allowed  their  minister  Mittar  Sain, 

c2 
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an  Ahir  of  Bahror,  to  become  the  real  ruler  of  the  territory,  although 
the  nominal  authority  continued  with  the  same  family.  Rao  Dilel 
Singh  died  childless  in  his  youth,  and  the  widow  of  Rao  Bhawani 
Singh  adopted  a  boy,  called  Ram  Singh,  of  the  Bohri  family.  After 
Mittar  Sain's  death,  Ram  Singh  fell  in  an  unsuccessful  contest  against 
the  Mahrattas,  who  put  to  death  the  family  of  Mittar  Sain,  and  placed 
a  younger  brother  of  Ram  Singh,  by  name  Hira  Singh,  on  the  Gaddi. 
Ram  Singh  does  not,  however,  seem  to  have  ruled  long,  and  after  his 
death  the  pargana  was  seized  by  Zauki  Ram,  a  Bakkal  of  Rewari. 
At  this  juncture,  Tej  Singh,  the  ancestor  of  the  present  leading  Ahir 
family,  came  to  the  front :  he  was  descended  from  a  branch  of  the 
same  stock,  as  that  of  Gujar  Mai,  which  had  settled  at  Mirpur,  a 
village  a  few  miles  north-east  of  Rewari.  He  was  in  alliance  with  the 
Mahrattas,  and,  being  appealed  to  by  the  mother  of  Ram  Singh,  attacked 
and  put  to  death  Zauki  Ram,  and  established  his  own  power,  which 
he  consolidated  by  establishing  his  four  brothers  in  frontier  villages — 
Kishen  Sahai  in  Lisan,  Ram  Baksh  in  Dharuhe'ra,  Siwae  Singh  in 
Asiaki  Gaurawas,  and  Jiwa  Ram  in  Nangal  Pathaui.  Later  on  he  joined 
the  British,  but  seems  not  to  have  served  them  whole  heartedly  ;  so 
that  although  in  those  days  parganas  this  side  of  the  Jumna  were 
liberally  given  away,  he  obtained  only  a  grant  of  fifty-eight  villages 
in  istimrar. 

Section  80. — The  little  detached  pargana  of  Shahjahanpur,  to 

hmm*  nf  Rh»h;.»un  the  80uth  of  Rewari,  is  mainly  held  by 
^  History   of  Shahjahia-    ChauMn  R^jp^  who  Jlaim  that  QJovind 

a  younger  brother  of  Puran,  one  of  the  ancient 
line  of  the  Rajas  of  Nimrana,  founded  the  town  and  all  the  villages  of 
the  pargana  except  Tankri.  Nimrana  is  a  few  miles  west  of  Shahjahan- 
pur :  the  Raja,  who  is  regarded  as  the  head  of  the  Chauhans,  and  traces 
his  descent  from  the  famous  Pirthvi  Raj  of  Delhi,  is  now  a  semi- 
independent  feudatory  of  Alwar.  This  traditional  account  of  the 
founding  of  Shahjahanpur  differs  from  that  given  in  Elliot's  Glossary, 
'where  the  name  of  the  founder  is  stated  to  have  been  Ihlad  Singh,  a 
relative  of  the  Nimrana  chief;  but  this  appears  to  apply  only  to  the 
founding  of  the  modern  town,  as  it  is  stated  that  he  obtained  leave 
to  rebuild  the  town  which  had  formerly  been  called  Lohana,  and  had 
been  destroyed  in  consequence  of  its  harbouring,  as  at  present, 
notorious  robbers.  Elliot  states  also  that  the  pargana  was  formerly 
called  Lohana  or  Shahjahanpur-Cbaubara.  The  pargana  is  said  to 
have  been  held  as  a  fief  under  the  Raja  of  Nimrana  until  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  century,  when  it  was  wrested  after  a  fight  from  the 
Chauhans  by  theHaldias,  dependents  of  the  Raja  of  Jaipur,  who  were 
still  in  possession  as  istamrardars  in  1803. 

Section  31.— It  does  not  fall  within  the  scope  of  this  report 
««.  ^    •  to  give  an  account  of  the  events  which  led 

The  annexation  in  1803.       ,  •  R     »  *  «    •  •        «»  •  < 

to  the  treaty  of  Anjengaom  :  it  is  sufficient  to 
note  that  by  that  treaty,  dated  30th  December  1803,  Daulat  Rao 
Sindia  ceded  to  the  English  all  his  forts,  territories  and  rights  in  the 
Doab,  or  country  situated  between  the  Jumna  and  Ganges,  and  all 
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his  forts,  territories,  rights  and  interests  in  the  countries  which  are 
to  the  northward  of  those  of  the  Rajas  of  Jaipur  and  Jodhpar  and  of 
the  Rana  of  Gohad.  In  the  scheduled  list  of  these  territories  occur 
the  following : — 

Resumed  Jagirs  belonging  to  General  Perron — 

Rs. 

Bahora  ..  ..  ..  20,400 

Under  George  Thomas— 

Jhajjar  ..  ..  1,51,930 

Belonging  to  Mr.  John  Baptist— 

Rewari          ..          ..  ..  1,41,200 

Taoru            ..           ..  ..  85,000 

Firozpur  Jhirka          ..  ..  19,864 

Mahals  formerly  belonging  to  General  Duboigne — 

Rs. 

Pargana  of  Palwal  ..  2,72,375 

Nuh  (Noop?)  ..  ..  1,05,687 

Sohna  ..  ..  ..  1,20,000 

Sakras  ..  ••  15,634 

Hodal  ..  ..  77,620 

Hatin  ..  1,78,258 

With  this  treaty  the  history  of  Gurgaon  as  a  British  district 
commences. 

Section  32.— The  district  at  "that  time  (exclusive  of  the  pargana  of 

Pali,  which  was  transferred  to  Delhi  in  1863, 

aftcr^nesatio^18^  '      an(*  80  ^0eS  DO*  ^0nn  Par*1  °^  ^e  ^ract  110 w  Under 

report),  consisted  of  the  eleven  parganas— 
Jharsa,  Sohna,  Nuh,  Hatin,  Palwal,  Hodal,  Punahana,  Firozpur, 
Bahora,  Rewari  and  Shahjahanpur.  I  am  not  able  to  give  the 
exact  boundaries  of  these  parganas  as  they  originally  existed, 
but  the  changes  which  they  had  undergone  when  they  were  con- 
stituted, as  shown  in  map  No.  II,  had  not  been  of  any  great  import- 
ance. In  1803  it  was  a  principle  of  English  policy  to  make  the 
Jumna,  as  far  as  possible,  the  limit  of  actual  British  possession,  and 
to  interpose  between  that  border  and  foreign  territory  a  buffer  of 
semi-independent  states  ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  effect  given  to 
that  policy,  it  was  only  gradually  that  the  greater  part  of  the  district 
came  under  direct  British  rule.  The  history  of  each  pargana  was 
as  follows : — 

Sohna,  Rewari,  Bahora  and  Nuh  were  the  first  to  be  brought 
under  our  immediate  rule  in  1808-9  A.  D.  Sohna,  Bahora  and 
Rewari  were  made  over  for  a  short  time  by  Lord  Lake  to  the  Raja  of 
Bhartpur,  but  were  subsequently  like  Nuh,  Sohna  and  Rewari  farmed 
to  the  Ahir  Rao  Tej  Singh  of  Rewari,  and  Bahora  to  Kilo  Ram 
Bakhsh,  his  brother.  In  1808-9  these  parganas  were  settled  by 
Mr.  Fraser. 
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Hodal  was  the  next  pargana  to  lapse  on  the  death  in  1813  A.  1). 
of  Mahummad  Khan,  Afridi,  to  whom  it  had  been  given  in  jagir.  Pal- 
wal was  held  by  Nawab  Murtaza  Khan  in  istimrar  at  a  quit  rent  of 
Rs.  45,000  per  annum,  and  lapsed  at  his  death  in  1817  A.  D. 

Hatin  was  similarly  held  at  a  quit  rent  of  Rs.  30,000  per  annum 
by  Faizullah  Beg  Khan  until  his  death  in  1823. 

All  these  Jagirdars  were  strangers  to  the  district,  who  received 
these  grants  for  distinguished  military  service. 

Shahjahanpur  was  continued  in  jagir  to  Harnarain  Haldia,  who 
held  it  in  1803  until  his  death  in  1824,  when  it  lapsed. 

Taoru  was  made  over  to  the  Bh  art  pur  Raja,  and  was  held  by  that 
state  until  the  capture  of  Bhartpur  in  1826.  Punahana  and  Firozpur 
were  granted,  as  also  was  the  present  state  of  Loharu,  to  Ahmad  Bakhsh 
Khan,  a  vakil  of  the  Raja  of  Alwar,  who  had  rendered  great  services 
to  Lord  Lake.  Ahmad  Baksh  Khan  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Shams- 
ud-din  Khan  as  Nawab  of  Firozpur  and  Punahana,  while  Loharu  was 
bestowed  on  his  younger  brothers:  disputes  arose  and  an  order  was  pass- 
ed by  Government  that  Shams-ud-din  Khan  should  administer  Loharu, 
as  well  as  Firozpur  and  Punahana,  his  brothers  being  provided  for  by 
pensions.  Mr.  W.  Fraser,  the  Commissioner  of  Delhi,  objected  to  this 
decision,  and  procured  a  delay  in  its  being  given  effect :  in  revenge 
for  this,  Shams-ud-din  Khan  procured  his  assassination  by  a  retainer  of 
his  own  :  the  man  was  arrested,  the  Nawab's  complicity  in  the  crime 
was  proved,  and  both  he  and  the  assassin  were  hanged  at  Delhi  in 
1836,  and  the  parganas  of  Firozpur  and  Punahana  were  annexed  to 
the  district.  Such  is  the  ordinarily  received  account ;  *  among  the 
people  another  story  is  current  as  to  the  motive  of  the  assassination, 
and  I  was  once  told  also  that  the  actual  assassin  was  still  alive,  a 
brother  of  the  man,  who  was  hanged. 

The  pargana  of  Jharsa  also  lapsed  in  1836,  up  to  which  date 
it  was  held  by  the  Begum  Samru,  on  a  grant  made  previous  to  the 
British  conquest,  and  confirmed  to  her  for  her  life  in  1803.  f 

After  this  cession  the  district  remained  unchanged  in  extent  until 
the  mutiny;  it  differed  from  the  present  district  in  including  the 
pargana  of  Pali-Pakal  (27  villages),  and  a  few  Palwal  villages  now  in 
Delhi  and  excluding  the  villages  shown  in  map  No.  II,  as  annexed 
after  the  mutiny  :  it  was  divided  into  six  tahsils: — 

Pargaruu  included. 

...    Jhirsa,  Pali,  Solum,  Taorn. 
...   Rewari.  Bahora,  Shahjahanpur. 
...  Palwal. 
...   Nuh.  Hathfn. 
...    Punahana,  HodaL 
...  Firozpur. 

•I remember  rending  a  detailed  account  of  the  occurrence  in  M  BJceman'a  Rambles  and 
Recollections,1'  but  I  have  not  the  book  with  me  to  refer  to  at  present. 

t  For  a  full  account  of  this  grant,  see  Punjab  Record  for  1872 ;  No.  1  of  Privy 
Council  cases. 


Tahtdt. 

Sohna 

Rewari 

Palwal 

Nuh 

Punahana 

Firozpur 
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• 

At  first  the  head-quarters  of  the  Civil  Officers  of  the  district  were  at 
Bharawas  near  Rewari,  where  for  some  years  there  was  a  strong  fron- 
tier cantonment,  of  which  bat  few  vestiges  now  remain  ;  Gurgaon  was 
thena  cavalry  station,  the  land  which  now  forms  the  estate  of  Hidayat- 

Sur  Chaoni,  having  been  taken  up  for  that  purpose  in  the  middle  of 
eg  urn  Samru's  pargana  of  Jharsa,  probably  in  part  with  the  object 
of  keeping  in  check  the  troops  which  the  Begum  kept  at  Jharsa 
where  several  tombs  of  French  officers  exist.  After  the  cession  of  the 
Ajmir  territory,  the  Bharawas  force  was  transferred  to  Nasirabad, 
and  the  Civil  Officer  removed  to  Gurgaon  ;  up  to  that  time  the  district 
had  been  in  the  direct  charge  of  the  Delhi  resident  ^  but  in  1819 
Mr.  Cavendish  received  charge  of  it,  with  the  title  of  Principal  Assistant 
Commissioner  of  tbe  Southern  Division ;  in  1832  this  title  was 
changed  to  that  of  Collector  and  Magistrate.  The  best  known  to  tbe 
people  among  the  older  officers  are  Messrs,  Cavendish,  disguised  as 
Goinandi  Sahib,  J.  P.  Gubbins,  C.  Gubbins,  M.  B.  Gubbins,  F.  B. 
Gubbins,  John  Lawrence,  Routh  and  Fraser,  and  above  all  Mr.  G.  C. 
Barnes  as  Settlement  Officer. 

I  shall  further  on  in  the  extracts  from  the  Assessment  Reports 
relate  in  detail  the  fiscal  history  of  each  pargana.  Here  I  shall  con- 
tent myself  with  stating  that  the  landowners  suffered  most  heavily 
from  over-assessment,  until  in  1838  the  series  of  settlements  was 
commenced,  which,  carried  out  by  Messrs.  John  Lawrence  (afterwards 
Lord  Lawrence),  G.  C.  Barnes  (afterwards  Foreign  Secretary),  and 
Martin  Gubbius  (afterwards  Financial  Commissioner  in  Oudh),  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  prosperity  of  the  district. 

Section  33.— In  old  days,  as  I  have  shown,  the  life  of  the  district 
Hirtory  of  the  district    liad  been  turbulent  and  stirring,  but  it  now 
daring  the  mutiny.  seemed  to  have  settled  down  into  a  peaceful 

fX^Foxi  °£  th*  Collec"    an(1  qniet  routine ;  the  feudatory  races  had 

betaken  themselves  to  agriculture,  the  higher 
castes  to  agriculture  and  our  service,  and  old  feuds,  if  not  extinct,  were- 
at  least  dormant.  When  in  May  1857  the  Meerut  mutineers  entered 
Delhi,  Mr.  Ford,  of  the  Bengal  Civil  Service,  was  Collector  of  Gurgaon. 
He  at  first,  with  the  assistance  of  a  body  of  Pataodi  sowars,  who 
were  in  attendance  on  him,  drove  off  some  troopers  of  the  third 
light  cavalry,  who  had  come  over  from  Delhi  to  attack  the  station  and 
suppressed  an  outbreak  in  the  jail.  But  eventually  he  was  compelled 
to  leave  the  station,  which  was  thereupon  plundered  and  burnt,  and 
proceeded  vid  Sailani  and  Palwal  to  Hodal,  which  he  reached  on  the 
14th  May.  He  was  accompanied  by  four  or  five  clerks  and  others,  and 
on  the  way  picked  up  the  Customs  Officers  at  Bhuudsi,  Sailani  and 
Palwal :  on  the  15th  May  he  reached  M intra,  whence  he  returned  to 
Hodal  on  the  20th,  accompanied  by  four  or  five  Englishmen  and  one 
hundred  Bhartpur  horse.  At  Hodal  he  remained  until  the  29th  May, 
when  he  was  compelled  to  leave  by  the  mutiny  of  some  Bhartpur  and 
Al  war  troops,  which  had  meantime  joined  him.  On  the  day  before 
the  mutiny,  he  bad  proceeded  to  the  large  village  of  Sondhad,  a  few 
wiles  distant,  and  had  compelled  the  people  to  give  up  a  gun  which 
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they  had  taken  from  Hodal.  On  the  29th  he  started  for  Palwal,  accom- 
panied by  some  thirty  Europeans,  Customs  Officers, fugitives  from  Delhi 
and  others  who  had  joined  him  ;  on  the  30th  May  the  party  proceeded 
from  Palwal  to  the  ferry  over  the  Jumna  at  Chaensa  intending  to 
cross  over  to  Bulandshahr.  Hostile  demonstrations  on  the  Buland- 
shahr  side  of  the  river  prevented  this,  and  the  party  then  proceeded 
to  Mohina,  where  they  were  hospitably  entertained  by  Mir  Hidayat  AH, 
RissaldAr  of  the  4th  Bengal  Irregular  Cavalry,  a  gentleman  who  was 
subsequently  rewarded  by  a  grant  of  the  village  (since  transferred  to 
Delhi)  in  jagir.  On  the  8th  June  Mr.  Ford  left  Mohina  for  Sohna, 
which  he  reached  on  the  9th,  and  there  found  a  force  of  the  Jaipur 
Contingent  nuder  Captain  Eden,  which  had  come  across  by  Taoru  after 
a  fight  with  the  Meos.  This  force  afterwards  marched  to  Palwal  and 
Hodal,  and  on  the  1st  July  Mr.  Ford  joined  the  British  camp  at  Delhi, 
where  he  remained  until  the  13th  October. 

Section  34. — Meanwhile  the  general  state  of  the  country  had 
General  state  of  the  dia-    been  as  follows: — The  Meos  were  up  at  once 
trict-  and  plundered  Taoru,  Sohna,  Firozpur,  Puna- 

hana,  Piningwan  and  Null.    At  Nuh  there  was  a  long  fight  between 
the  Khanzadas  and  police  defending  the  town  and  the  Meos  attacking 
it,  and  a  large  number  of  Khanzadas  were  treacherously  put  to  death 
after  their  surrender.    Except  in  Mewat  there  was  no  general  or  wide- 
spread disturbance ;  but  no  sooner  was  the  pressure  of  our  rule 
removed,  than  old  feuds  which  had  apparently  long  been  buried  burst 
into  life.    In  Palwal  there  is  a  tribe  of  Jats,  known  as  Surot,  inhabiting 
Hodal  and  the  surrounding  villages,  and  in  alliance  with  a  Pathan  vil- 
lage called  Seoli.   Adjoining  these  are  the  villages  owned  by  another 
Jat  tribe  known  as  Rawats,  and  between  the  Rawats  and  Seoli 
there  had  been  before  1803  a  quarrel  which  had  cost  many  lives 
on  either  side.    The  R&wats  also  had  an  old  feud  with  the  Chirklot 
tribe  of  Meos,  their  western  neighbours,  originating  in  a  claim  of 
the  former  to  the   village  of  Kot,  out  of  which  they  affirm  that 
they  were  cheated  by  the  craft  of  a  Qanungo  in  the  time  of  the 
Mogal  Emperors.    The  quarrel  had  long  lain  dormant,  but  now  the 
Rawats  were  attacked  on  both  east  and  west  by  their  enemies,  and 
allied  themselves  with  the  Rajputs  of  Hatlnn,  and  the  fight  went  on  for 
months.    I  am  told  that  this  warfare  was  not  uncharacterized  by 
acts  of  courtesy :  when  the  women  brought  their  husbands  their 
food,  the  fighting  ceased :  when  a  prisoner  was  captured,  he  was  ordi- 
narily  treated   well  and  released :  when  one  party  fell  short  of 
ammunition,  it  notified  the  fact  to  the  enemy,  and  hostilities  were 
suspended  until  the  arrival  of  further  supplies.    On  the  whole  the 
Rawats  triumphed  ;  and  on  one  occasion  a  runaway  horse  brought 
the  leader  of  their  enemies,  a  lambardar  of  Kot,  into  their  ranks : 
there  he  was  killed,  his  head  was  cut  off"  and  kept  a  few  days  in  Balun , 
the  chief  Rawat  village ;  but  the  Kot  men,  when  they  saw  this,  in- 
verted their  war  drum,  and  until  they  have  had  their  revenge,  inverted 
the  drum  must  remain.    Eventually  a  British  force  came  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Rawats,  who  were  supposed  to  be  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  at  first  the  only  result  was  a  heavy  loss  to  them,  as,  having 
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advanced  with  a  small  English  force  and  relying  on  its  protection, 
they  were  engaged  in  plundering  the  Meo  villages,  when  suddenly 
a  strong  hostile  force  of  mutineers  appeared ;  our  troops  had  to  retreat, 
and  many  Rawats  were  surprised  and  killed. 

In  Firozpur  there  were  two  Meo  Chaudhris  of  the  Chirklot  clan — 
Chand  Khau  of  Bazidpur  and  Kabir  of  Bukharaka ;  these  men,  who 
were  closely  related,  had  taken  different  sides  in  a  quarrel  which  had 
originated  in  the  murder  of  a  lambardar  of  Badarpur  by  a  villager  of 
Khu8puri  in  the  time  of  Nawab  Ahmad  Bakhsh  Khan ;  in  1857  the 
quarrel  broke  out  afresh,  and  all  the  Chirklot  and  some  of  the  other 
villages  of  the  neighbourhood  were  divided  into  two  factions,  headed 
respectively  by  Chand  Khan  and  Kabir.  Kabir  burnt  and  plundered 
the  villages  of  Aterna,  Shamsabad,  Shadipur,  Aklimpur  and  Chatin- 
pur,  a  hamlet  of  Bhadas ;  and  then  Chand  Khan  assembled  his  men 
and  burnt  Bukharaka  and  plundered  Imamnagar.  Finally  both 
parties  mustered  in  strength,  and  a  fight,  which  lasted  eight  days,  took 
place  on  the  boundary  of  Badarpur  and  Bukharaka ;  the  result  was 
indecisive,  the  loss  on  each  side  was  some  fifty  or  sixty  killed.  In  the 
time  of  Suraj  Mai,  the  Bhartpur  Chief,  the  grandfather  of  Chand  Khan 
and  Kabir  were  men  of  note  among  the  Meoe  of  that  day  :  Suraj  Mai 
sent  for  them  to  flathin ;  Kabir's  ancestor  declined  the  invitation 
and  escaped ;  Chand  Khan's  grandfather  complied,  and  was  sawn 
asunder. 

Section  85.— Rao  Tej  Singh  of  Rewari,  who  has  been  mentioned 

State  of  Rewari  *n  Para-  29,  left  three  sons,  Puran  Singh, 

Nathu  Ram  and  Jawahir  Singh.  Jawahir 
Singh  died  childless,  but  Puran  Singh  had  one  son  Tula  Ram, 
and  Nathu  Rain,  one  son  Gopal  Deo ;  and  Tula  Ram  and  Gopal  Deo 
were  the  representatives  of  the  family  at  the  time  of  the  mutiny. 
Extravagance  and  family  quarrels  had  involved  them  in  grave  pecu- 
niary embarrassments,  from  which  there  appeared  to  be  but  little 
hope  of  their  extricating  themselves.  On  the  outbreak  of  the 
mutiny  and  the  cessation  of  all  effective  British  authority,  Rao  Tula  Ram 
at  once  assumed  the  government  of  the  parganas  of  Rewari  and 
Bahora,  collected  revenue,  raised  forces,  cast  gunB,  and  kept  the 
country  quiet  and  protected  it  from  the  Meos :  no  acts  of  oppression 
were  ever,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  charged  against  him  or  his  cousin, 
who  acted  as  his  general ;  and  he  did  to  some  extent  keep  up  com- 
munication with  the  British,  but,-  on  the  other  hand,  he  undoubtedly 
intrigued  with  the  Delhi  Court;  he  pursued  in  fact  a  temporising 
policy,  waiting  to  see  how  matters  would  go  before  declaring  himself 
too  openly  on  either  side,  and  meanwhile  anxious  to  keep  safe  the  coun- 
try which  he  hoped  to  obtain  as  his  share.  Finally  when  a  British  force 
came  marching  towards  Rewari  from  Delhi,  he  and  his  brother  disobey- 
ed the  summons  to  attend  at  the  British  camp  and  fled.  This  led  to  the 
confiscation  of  the  istamrar;  Tula  Ram  and  Gopal  Deo  both  died  as  fugi- 
tives, the  one  at  Kabul  the  other,  I  think,  at  Bikanair.  Rio  Judishtar 
Singh,  son  of  Tula  Ram,  and  Rao  Lai  Singh,  son  of  Gopal  Deo,  are  the 
present  representatives  of  the  family ;  they  were  both  born  about  the 
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time  of  the  mutiny ;  they  are  members  of  the  board  of  Honorary 
Magistrates  at  Rewari,  and  from  their  family  history,  including  also 
the  fact  that  Gopal  Deo  was  adopted  into  the  more  ancient  family  of 
Gujar  Mai,  they  possess  an  influence  to  which  their  present  scanty 
means  are  inadequate.  At  Colonel  Davies'  request,  I  submitted  a 
report,  in  which  I  made  certain  recommendations  in  my  letter  No. 
366  of  15th  December  1877,  but  no  action  has  yet  been  taken  in  the 
matter.    Both  Judishtar  Singh  and  Lai  Singh  are  Zaildars. 

Section  36. — I  have  already  related  that  Rao  Tula  Ram  extended 
The  fight  at  Jourassi,        his  rule  over  Bahora,    but  in  that  pargana 

there  were  a  few  Meo  villages,  and  they  had 
declined  to  acknowledge  bis  authority,  and  were  plundered  and 
burnt.  The  Jats  of  the  village  of  Bahora  live  in  continual  dread 
of  their  powerful  and  turbulent  Meo  neighbours,  and  so  aided  Tula 
Ram  during  his  short  sway.  But  when  his  "power  collapsed,  they 
were  at  once  attacked  by  the  Meos  :  the  conflict  took  place  at  Jourassi, 
where  the  Jats  assembled.  For  two  days  the  fight  lasted,  but  the 
Jats  were  driven  back  on  the  small  conical  hill  close  to  the  village, 
and  there  one  hundred  and  eleven  Jats,  Ahirs  and  Brahmins  are* 
said  to  have  fallen ;  the  Meo  loss  was  eighty. 

Section  37.— On  the  13th  October  Mr.  Ford  returned  to  Gurgaon. 
Restoration  of  British  Order  was  quickly  restored  in  Jharsa,  Palwal, 
authority,  and  transfer  of  and  Rewari;  but  the  Meos  held  out  longer* 
the  district  to  the  Punjab.  tliey  were>  however,  defeated  at  Raisena,' 
where  Mr.  Clifford,  C.  S.,  was  killed;  at  Gbasera,  Rupraka  and  Mahow 
and  then  the  country  gradually  settled  down.  The  Nawabs  of  Jhnjjar 
and  Farakhnagar  and  the  Raja  of  Balabgarh  were  executed,  and  their 
states  confiscated;  and  the  Farakhnagar  villages  were  at  once  annexed 
to  the  Gurgaon  district,  as  was  also  the  royal  demesne  of  Kot-Kasim. 
Thirteen  villages  and  parts  of  five  other  villages  were  confiscated  for 
various  acts  of  rebellion  and  murder,  besides  four  estates  which  had 
belonged  to  Tula  Ram  and  Gopal  Deo  ;  and  the  history  of  the  mutiny 
may  now  be  closed  with  the  record  of  one  of  its  results,  the  transfer  of 
the  district  with  the  rest  of  the  Delhi  territory  from  the  North- West 
Provinces  to  the  Punjab  in  the  beginning  of  1858. 

Section  38. — There  is  not  much  in  the  history  of  the  district 
History  of  the  district    since  the  mutiny  which  calls  for  notice.  The 
since  the  mutiny.  pargana  of  Kot-Kasim,  which  had  been  annex- 

ed to  the  district  after  the  mutiny,  was  made  over  to  Jaipur  in  1  SCO. 
In  the  same  year  the  tahsils  were  reduced  to  their  present  number. 
In  1863  a  number  of  villages  were  transferred  to  Delhi,  including  the 
whole  of  the  pargana  of  Pali  Pakal,  and  29  villages  were  received  from 
pargana  Badli  of  Rohtak,  and  seven  villages  from  Delhi.  There  were 
seasons  of  drought  in  1860-61  and  1868-69. 
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CHAPTER  III.— The  People. 

Section  39.— The  latest  census  taken  of  the  population  of  the 

district  is  that  of  1868  ;  the  question,  whe- 

tnS^ro^nBiTreport^    ther  a  freah  enumeration   should  be  made 

during  the  settlement,  was  referred  and  decided 
in  the  negative.    I  extract  from  the  census  report  some  of  the  more 
X       important  figures :— 

Total  Population  ...  ...  696,646 

Percentage  of  total  population,  who  are- 
Males  ...         ...         ...         ...  53-15 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  46  "86 

Adults  ...  ...  ...  ...  64-81 

Children  ...         ...         ...         ...  36-19 

Number  of  persons  belonging  to  tribes  specified  in  the  census 
returns,  and  containing  not  less  than  1,000  individuals — 

JUuhammadatu. 

3.492 

Moghala             ...          ...          ...  ...  1.286 

Pathana            ...          ...          ...  ...  3,694 

Bilucbls            ...          ...          ...  ...  2,160 

Kangbara  5,883 

Other  Kajputs    ...          ...          ...  ...  1,808 

XUIUD  ...  ...  ...  ...  114,693 

Hindu*. 

Brahmins  ...  ...  55,402 

4  Raj  pats    12,867 

...  88,214 

Jata  ...  ...  ...  ...  75.352 

Gujars  ...  ...  ...         ...  21,749 

Ahlrs  ...  ...  ...  ...  70,623 

The  proportion  of  the  population  unclassified  was  very  large,  the 
total  under  the  heading  miscellaneous  being  286,688. 

Agriculturists        ...    399,532 

Kon.agriculturists  ...    297,114 

The  report  showed  that  Gurgaon  stood  ninth  among  the  districts 
of  the  Punjab,  both  in  density  of  population  and  in  the  number  of  its 
inhabitants.  The  area  of  the  district  was  then  shown  at  201 5  87 
square  miles  :  the  late  Revenue  survey  returns  is  at  1946  87  square 
miles;  the  difference  is  considerable,  out  the  only  change  made  in 
the  constitution  of  the  district  since  1868  has  been  the  transfer  of  the 
small  uninhabited  estate  of  Khalikpur  to  the  Rohtak  district. 

The  Municipal  census  of  1875  showed  a  total  increase  in  the  four 
town 8  of  Rewari,  Firozpur,  Palwal  and  Farakhnagar,  of  2,951,  thus 
raising  the  total  ascertained  population  of  the  district  to  699,597, 
which,  on  the  area  of  1,947  square  miles,  gives  an  average  of  359  to  the 
square  mile ;  this  calculation  still  leaves  the  district  in  its  former 
place  of  ninth  in  the  Punjab  as  regards  the  denseness  of  its  population. 
Since  1877  the  district  has  suffered  severely  from  famine  and  sickness, 
and  X  await  with  interest  the  results  of  the  forthcoming  census  of 
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1881.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  district  can  support  a  much  larger 
population  without  a  considerable  change  in  the  character  of  its  agricul- 
ture, the  introduction  of  new  industries,  or  a  diminution  of  the  sums 
now  drawn  from  it  and  expended  almost  wholly  outside  it.  Within 
the  district  the  comparative  density  of  the  population  will  be  found  to 
generally  correspond  with  the  comparative  fertility  of  the  various 
tracts. 

Section  40.— The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  estates  owned 

by  each  tribe  at  the  time  when  the  revenue 
rate  reports  were  submitted.  Since  then  there 
has  been  a  change  in  the  number  of  distinct 
estates  entered  on  the  rent-roll,  and  there  have  been  some  changes 
of  proprietorship  ;  but  the  figures  will  suffice  to  give  a  general  idea  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  proprietary  rights  are  held  : — 


Number  of  estates  owned 
by  each  tribe. 


Tribe. 

Meo 
Ahi'r 
Jat 

Rajput,  Hi mlu   72  1 

Mubammadans   8  J 

Gujar 

Brahmin 

Gorwah 

Mah&jan 

Skinner  estato 

Sheikh 

Syad 

Bilnch 

Khancada 

Government 

Pathan 

Dhusar 

Taga 

Mallah 

Fakir 

Kashmiri  Pandit 
Kayath 

Moghal,  Carpenter 
Shepherd,  salt-worker,  1 
Owned  by  various  tribes 


Number  of  villages  owned. 


•  •• 

•  •  ■ 

•  .  . 

•  •• 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  *• 


•  •• 

•  •  • 


•  •• 


...  387 

...  218 

...  181 

...  80 


61 

42 

16 

13 

11 

11 

9 

6 

6 

6 

6 

3 

3 

2 

2' 

2 

2 


•  •  • 

•  ■  ■ 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 


4 
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The  character  of  the  population,  as  regards  its  influence  on  the 
assessments,  will  be  found  referred  to  in  the  extracts  from  the  assess- 
ment reports. 

Section  41.— Map  No.  V  shows  the  distribution  of  the  proprietary 

tribes  and  castes.    It  will  be  seen  that  the 
7118  Me08,  Meos  own  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Firozpur 

tahsii  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Nuh  tahsil,  besides  a  few  outlying 
villages  in  Gurgaon  and  Palwal.  The  tahsil  of  Firozpur,  the  western 
portion  of  Nuh,  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Alwar  and  Bhartpur,  form 
Mewat  or  the  country  of  the  Meos.  The  early  history  of  this  tribe  and 
the  origin  of  their  name  are  alike  difficult  to  ascertain.  They  claim 
indeed  *a  Rajput  origin,  alleging  descent  from  an  ancestor  converted 
in  the  time  of  Kutb-ud-din,  but  this  claim  of  .Rajput  descent  is  one  so 
constantly  made  by  all  tribes  of  low  present  status  that  I  do  not 
regard  it  as  possessing  much  weight   My  own  enquiries  on  the  subject 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    29  ) 


were  imperfect,  when  they  were  interrupted  by  my  transfer  from 
Gurgaon,  but  they  led  me  to  a  conclusion,  which  I  find  has  also  been 
adopted  by  Major  Powlett,  that  the  Minas  and  Meos  are  connected, and 
I  should  be  inclined  to  add  that  both  are  probably  representatives 
of  the  earlier  non-Aryan  inhabitants  of  the  country.  In  Tod's  Rajas- 
than,  Vol.  II,  page  76, 1  find  it  stated  that  Mewasso  is  a  name  given 
to  the  fastnesses  in  the  Aravalli  hills,  to  which  Minas,  Kolis  and  others 
P  make  their  retreat.  Pal  is  on  the  same  authority  the  term  for  a  com- 
munity of  any  of  the  aboriginal  mountain  races  ;  its  import  is  a  defile  or 
valley,  fitted  for  cultivation  and  defence  ;  and  P&l  is  the  term  given 
to  the  main  sub-divisions  of  the  Meos  aud  also  of  the  Minas.  These 
latter,  who  in  Gurgaon  are  known  only  as  a  body  of  professed  criminals, 
were  the  original  masters  of  the  state  of  Amber  or  Jaipur,  the  Rajput 
kingdom  of  which  was  founded  by  Dhola  Rae  about  A.  D.  967  after 
subduing  the  Minas.  Tod  also  states  that  in  Jaipur  the  Minas  are 
still  the  most  numerous  tribe,  and  possess  large  immunities  and 
privileges ;  formerly  the  tika  of  sovereignty  was  marked  by  blood 
taken  from  the  great  toe  of  a  Mina  of  Kalikho,  another  token,  as  I 
interpret  it,  of  the  ancient  sovereignty  of  the  tribe.  Meos  are  often 
mentioned,  although  not  in  Gurgaon,  as  Mina  Meos  :  and  in  the  older 
Muhammadan  historians  and  in  Tod  I  find  expeditions  against  their 
country  spoken  ofasexpeditious  against  the  Mawasat,  and  in  later  times 
as  against  the  Mawas.  These  facts  incline  rae  to  the  belief  that  the 
Meos  are  such  of  the  aboriginal  Mina  population  of  the  Aravalli  hills 
as  were  converted  to  Muhammadanism,  and  that  their  name  is  proba- 
bly a  corruption  of  Mewasati  or  the  men  of  the  mountain  passes.  Per- 
haps other  enquirers  may  be  able  to  confirm  or  refute  this  theory 
which  I  only  put  forward  tentatively. 

Any  Meo  will  tell  glibly  enough  that  the  tribe  is  divided  into 
twelve  Pals  and  fifty-two  Gots  ;  but  no  two  enumerations  of  the  Pals 
that  I  have  seen  correspond  precisely ;  and  the  fifty-two  Gots  include 
the  Pals,  and  are  not,  as  would  at  first  appear,  in  addition  to  them. 
The  following  enumeration  of  the  Pals  is  perhaps  correct: — 

1  Balant,  2  Ratawat,  3  Darwal,  4  Landawat,  5  Chirklot,  6 
Dimrot,  7  Dulot,  8  Nai,  9  Yunglot,  10  Dahngal,  11  Singal,  12 
Kalesa  or  Kalsakhi.  Besides  these  there  is  a  thirteenth  Paldkhra  or 
little  Pal  Pah  at.  The  Pals  which  are  strongest  in  Gurgaon  are  the 
Dahngals  in  the  north  of  Nuh  ;  the  Chirklots  in  the  south-east  of  Nuh 
and  in  the  country  round  Pun  a  liana ;  the  Landawats,  Dimrots  and 
Dulots  in  theFirozpur  valley,  and  the  Darwals  in  the  country  south  of 
Nuh.  These  Meo  sub-tribes  still  possess  a  strong  feeling  of  unity  and 
the  power  of  corporate  action.  In  the  mutiny  the  members  of  each 
sub-division  generally  acted  together ;  and  it  will  be  well  for  future  dis- 
trict officers  to  keep  themselves  informed  of  the  names  and  characters 
of  the  men,  who,  from  time  to  time,  possess  considerable  influence  over 
their  fellow-tribesmen,  such  as  the  late  Chand  Khan  of  Bazidpur,  and 
Kabir  Khan  of  Bukharaka  among  the  Chirklots,  Meda  of  Meoli  among 
the  Darwals,  Mohr  Singh  of  Bisru  and  Khushi  Khan  of  Madapur 
among  the  Dimrots,  and  Chandra  of  Sunana  among  the  Dahngals. 
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Dowa  in  Firozpur  is  the  mother  Tillage  of  the  Dulats ;  Ghata  Sbam- 
sabad  in  the  same  tahsil  of  the  Dimrots  and  Raisena  in  Gurgaon 
of  the  Dahngals.  I  had  intended  to  trace  the  history  of  the  settle- 
ments of  each  of  the  chief  Pals  anl  (Jots,  but  have  not  been  able  to 
carry  out  my  purpose, 

Section  42.— Khanzadas  are  a  race  who  were  formerly  of  much 
m  •  more  importance  than  at  present ;  they  claim 

The  Khaosadas,  ,     ,         %  f  1      T  j        t»V     7  i 

to  have  been  formerly  Jadon  Rajputs,  and 
that  their  ancestors  Lakhan  Pal  and  Sumitr  Pal,  who  dwelt  at 
Tahangarh  in  Bhartpur,  were  converted  to  Islam  in  the  reign  of 
Firoz  Shah  (A.  D.  1351  to  1888),  who  gave  Lakhan  Pal  the  name  of 
Nahir  Khan  and  Sumitr  Pal  the  name  of  Bahadar  Khan,  and  in 
recognition  of  their  high  descent  called  them  Khanzadas  and  made 
them  bear  rule  in  Mewat.  At  first  they  are  said  to  have  Jived  at 
Sarahta  near  Tijara,  and  'afterwards,  according  to  tradition,  they 
possessed  1,484  villages :  however  this  may  be,  there  is  no  doubt,  that 
they  were  the  ruling  race  in  Mewat  down  to  the  time  of  Babar  ; 
since  then  they  have  gradually  declined  in  importance,  and  now  in 
this  district  own  only  a  few  villages  near  Nuh  and  to  the  north  of 
Firozpur.  Traces  of  their  former  importance  exist  at  Sohna,  Bhundsi 
and  Kotila.  Kotila  was  one  of  their  chief  fortresses ;  the  village  is 
situated  in  a  small  valley,  wholly  surrounded  by  the  hill,  except  where 
a  small  funnel-like  pass  gives  entrance  to  it.  In  front  of  this 
pass  is  the  Kotila  jlril,  and  when  this  is  filled  with  water,  the 
only  road  to  the  pass  lies  along  a  narrow  strip  of  land  between  the 
lake  and  the  hill.  The  remains  of  a  breast-work  along  the  face  of 
the  hill  and  across  the  mouth  of  the  pass  still  exist,  while  on  the  hill 
above  the  village  is  a  small  ruined  fort.  The  village  now  belongs 
to  Meos ;  some  of  the  buildings  bear  witness  to  its  former  greater 
importance.  In  Alwar  also  the  Khanzadas  have  fallen  from  their 
ancient  rank,  and  now  possess  but  few  settlements.  I  have  a  suspicion 
that  they  are  more  intimately  connected  than  they  acknowledge  with 
the  Meos,  whom  they  seem  to  me  to  resemble  in  personal  appearance. 
They  do  not  ordinarily  intermarry  with  Meos,  but  the  Meo  inhabitants 
of  Ghatwasan,Poul  Nasirbas,  Kherli  Khurd  and  Mnhammadbas  in  the 
Firozpur  tahsil  profess  to  have  been  formerly  Khanzadas,  and  to 
have  become  Meos  by  intermarriage.  Their  traditions  also,  which 
point  to  Sarahta  as  their  ancient  home,  agree,  I  think  it  will  be  found, 
with  those  of  more  than  one  clan  of  Meos.  If  my  supposition,  that  the 
Meos  are  converted  Minas,  is  correct,  I  am  inclined  to  suspect  that  the 
Khanzadas  are  the  representatives  of  the  noble  class  among  the 
aboriginal  population  ;  Tod  mentions  an  Asil  or  unmixed  class  among 
the  Minas,  known  as  Mainas.  But  my  enquiries  are  imperfect,  and  I 
can  only  commend  the  subject  to  any  pne  with  a  taste  for  ethnology,  who 
has  opportunities  for  study  of  the  Minas,  Mhairs,  &c.  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  Meos  and  Khanzadas  on  the  other. 

I  owe  much  of  what  I  hare  written  on  the  tribes  other  than  Meos  and  Khanzadas 
to  Mr.  Wilson's  notes;  my  own  notes  when  I  left  the  district  were  very  imperfect. 
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Section  43.— The  Kh&nzadas  are  interesting  from  their  past ;  the 

Jats  of  whom  I  shall  next  treat,  are  important 
a  in  the  present,  and,  if  at  any  time  a  native 

state  should  arise  in  this  part  of  India,  would,  I  believe,  be  still  more 
important  in  the  future.  They  own  the  greater  portion  of  Palwal  and 
the  adjoining  part  of  Nuh,  the  country  east  and  south  of  Bahora, 
and  also  scattered  villages  in  other  parts  of  Gurgaon  and  in  Rewari. 
They  are  almost  without  exception  Hindus,  only  two  small  estates 
belonging  to  Muhammadan  Jats:  these  call  themselves  Sheikhs,  and 
are  called  by  others  Mulas.  Many  Mulas,  who  had  been  forcibly 
made  Muhammadans  by  the  Emperors,  were  brought  back  into 
caste,  and  are  treated  as  Hindu  Jats  in  all  respects.  Tliey  are 
still  called  Mulas,  but  Hindu  Jats  intermarry  with  them.  The 
bards  (Bhats)  say  that  there  are  9  lakbs  of  Gots  in  the  Jat  tribe, 
all  of  which  intermarry  and  smoke  together ;  and  the  Hindu  Jats 
even  intermarry  with  the  Sikh  Jats  of  the  Punjab.  In  Griffin's 
Punjab  Rajas, 1  find  it  noted  that  the  sister  of  the  Maharaja  of  Patiala, 
a  Sikh  Jat,  was  married  to  the  Maharaja  of  Bbartpur,  a  Hindu  Jat. 
The  chief  Gots  of  Jats  in  Gurgaon  district  are — (1)  Sarot,  who  own  24 
villages,  including  Hodal ;  (2)  Rawat,  8  villages,  including  Bahin  and 
part  of  27  other  villages  ;  (3)  Dagar,  12  villages,  including  Mandkanlaj 
(4)  Tewatiya,  2  villages,  including  Alawalpur  (the  Got  of  the  late  Raja 
of  Balabgarh)  ;  (5)  Tanwar,  4  villages,  including  Pirthala ;  (C)  Pokh- 
w&t,  5  villages,  including  Ghanganla  ;  (7)  Katamiya,  4  villages,  includ- 
ing Gurgaon  ;  (8)  Raibadar,  4  villages,  including  Mitnaul.  This  last 
Got  is  famous  for  its  stupidity,  and  other  Jats  tell  many  amusing  stories 
at  their  expense.  All  the  Palwal  Jats,  as  far  as  my  experience  of 
them  goes,  look  to  the  Bhartpur  Chief  as  their  natural  leader;  the  fall 
of  Bhartpur  made  a  great  impression  on  them,  and  old  men  often 
refer  to  it  as  the  era  with  reference  to  which  they  date  events. 

Section  44. — AMrs  are  the  characteristic  tribe  of  Rewari,  and  are 

...  numerous  also  in  the  northern  part  of  Gurgaon: 

Tbe  Antra.  •  ,  .  -        .  9 

they  are  tound  too  in  the  following  parganas, 

Bahror  in  Alwar,  Kanaund  and  Narnaul  in  Patiala,  Kanti  in  Naba, 
Madawar  and  Kot-Kdsim  in  Jaipur  ;  all  these  parganas  are  in  the 
immediate  proximity  of  Rewari.  All  the  Rewari  AMrs  look  upon  Rao 
Tej  Singh's  family,  now  represented  by  Rao  Lai  Singh  and  Rao 
Judishtar  Singh,  as  their  natural  leaders.  They  are  splendid  cul- 
tivators, hard-working,  frugal  and  orderly.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain  anything  very  definite  as  to  their  origin  and  history,  but 
their  traditions  state  that  in  Rewari  they  supplanted  Rajputs,  and 
I  remember  two  villages  in  which  impoverished  representatives  of  the 
old  Rajput  owners  still  lingered.    Ahirs  are  all  Hindus. 

Section  45.— The  distinctively  Brahmin  villages  occur  chiefly  in 
The  Brahmin.«d  Tip*,   the  Palwal  tahsil ;  but  in  all  the  tahsils,  except 

in  the  almost  exclusively  Meo  tahul  of  Firoz- 
pur,  there  are  a  good  many  villages  in  which  Brahmins  own  some 
share.  A  Hindu  estate  could  hardly  hope  to  prosper  unless  Brahmins 
held  some  land  either  as  owners,  occupancy  tenants  or  on  a  free  tenure 
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held  from  the  community.  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Wilson  for  the 
following  account  of  the  sub-divisions  of  the  Brahmins  :  the  Tag£s 
referred  to  in  this  note  are  found  in  tahsils  Gurgaon  and  Palwal: — 

"  Of  the  Brahmin  tribe  the  principal  sab-divisions  are  called  Jdt,  a  word  which  seems 
also  to  be  used  to  embrace  the  wliole  tribe.  Bach  Jat  is  sub-divided  into  Got*  and  each  Got 
again  into  Al*.  The  Al  is  generally  a  sub-division  of  the  Got,  which  derives  its  origin  from 
some  particular  place  (the  Nxkat),  the  name  of  which  gives  the  distinguishing  name  of  the 
Al  and  is  prefixed  to  the  name  of  the  Got,  Thus  the  .4/  of  the  Ganr  sub-tribe  (  Jat )  called 
Indaurija  Bharadwaj  is  of  the  Bharadwaj  Got,  and  derives  its  origin  from  Indaur.  In  many 
matters  more  regard  is  paid  to  the  Al  than  the  Got,  and  more  than  one  of  the  Brahmins 
present  did  not  know  what  Got  he  belonged  to.  Indeed  the  vagueness  of  their  knowledge 
altogether  about  their  Got*  and  Alt  is  astonishing,  especially  as  one  expects  Brahmins  to 
be  more  particular  about  these  things. 

"  In'this  uistrict  there  are  representatives  of  three  tub-tribes  (Jat*)  only  ;  the  Gaum,  the 
Gautam  and  the  Chaurasiya.  The  niost  numerous  is  the  Gaur  sub-tribe,  and  there  are  only 
a  very  few  villages  of  the  Gautam  and  Chaurasiya  sub-tribe.  They  are  so  far  distinct  that 
a  member  of  one  sub-tribe  cannot  marry  with  a  member  of  another,  and  when  they  hold  a 
panchayat,  which  consists  of  Brabmins  of  the  villages  most  nearly  concerned,  and  not  of 
any  regularly  dep'ited  representatives,  only  members  of  the  sub-tribe  concerned  take  i  art 
in  it.  They  say  too  that  in  drinking  water  and  smoking,  they  make  distinctions  according 
to  tho  sub-tribe,  bat  evidently  they  are  not  so  particular  in  practice  as  they  are  in  theory. 
All  will  drink  water  from  a  brass  veiwel  in  the  hand  of  a  Kahar,  Taga,  Jat,  Ahlr  or  Gujar, 
but  not  of  a  Musalman  bhittt.  In  smoking  the  hukka  a  Gaur  will  smoke  from  the  samo 
month- piece  as  a  Gaur,  but  in  smoking  with  a  Gautam  or  Chaurasiya,  he  takes  off  the 
mouth-piece  and  smokes  the  hukka,  using  his  hand  asa  mouth-piece.  The  Gaurs  say  they 
will  drink  water  from  a  Gautam's  brass  vessel,  but  not  from  his  earthen  vessel,  but  a 
Gautam  will  drink  from  a  Gaur's  earthen  vessel.  A  Chaurasiya  says  he  will  drink  from  a 
Gaur's  earthen  vessel,  but  not  from  a  Gautam's.  The  Gautama  say  they  will  drink  from 
the  earthen  vessel  of  neither  Gaur  nor  Chaurasiya.  Of  the  Gaur  sub-tribe  (Jat)  there  are 
ten  Got*,  they  say,  bat  they  cannor  give  their  names  with  certainty,  and  in  some  cases 
cannot  disting  dsh  between  the  Got  and  its  Al*.  The  following  names  are  given  as  those 
of  Got*,  but  8om<»  of  them  may  be  names  of  AU  only  -Bharadwaj,  Bharadwar  (?) — 
Mudgal,  Kaashish.  Bashishtmun,  Pathik,  Bachis.  Tandras,  Dikhot,  Kaknangiya,  Latha 
Joshi  (with  its  Al*  the  Indsuriya,  Silsibya,  Kamerval). 

"  The  Gautam  sub-tribe  is  in  this  district  represented  only  by  the  Maithul  Got,  which 
consists  of  52  AU. 

"  The  sub-divisions  of  the  Chaurafiya  sub-tribe,  represented  in  this  district,  are  given  as 
Pachami,  Tagnayat,  Khundrantya,  Dhamranniya,  Kakariya,  but  these  are  said  to  be  Al* 
only. 

"  The  Tagas  are  not  admitted  to  be  Brahmins.  They  claim  to  have  been  Brahmins 
but  to  have  given  up  (Tyaga,  Tyag,  abandonment)  the  practice  of  purohitai  and  panditai 
(the  office  of  family  priest  and  learned  Brahmin)  for  agriculture;  hence  their  name.  A 
Taga  present  says  that  Brahmins  are  his  purohit*,  and  he  worships  them  (pvjta  hai  .  It  is 
said  that  some  25  years  ago  Gordhan,  a  Taga  of  Fatahpur  Biloch,  was  about  to  marry  his 
daughter  to  a  Gaur  Brahmin,  but  a  panohdyat  of  Gaurs  forbade  it. 

"A  Brahmin  widow  is  not  allowed  to  remarry.  If  a  Brahmin  does  marry  a  widow, 
they  are  turned  out  cf  the  Brahmin  caste,  and  they  and  their  descendants  are  called 
Dharukra,  now  almost  a  separate  caste  by  itself.  A  Dharukra  marries  only  a  Dharukra. 
There  are  some  families  of  Dharukras  descended  from  Gaui  Brahmins  in  Ladiaka. 

Another  form  of  the  word  "Dharukra,  is  DogMa." 

Section  46. — Gujars  are  found  in  all  five  tahsJls,  but  are  most  nume- 

rous  as  proprietors  in  the  Gurgaon  tahsil 
The  Gnjars.  ^  fa  q(  ^  whi<jh 

the  district  from  Delhi.  In  the  Palwal  tahsil  some  of  the  largest  Gujar 
villages  now  belong  to  the  Skinner  estate  ;  in  the  days  of  the  heavy 
assessments  which  preceded  the  regular  settlement,  the  Gujars 
attempted  to  evade  the  weighty  jamas  imposed  on  them  by  using  their 
lands  as  grazing  grounds,  and  throwing  them  out  of  cultivatiDn,  and 
then  deserting  the  villages,  when  pressed  for  payment,— a  course 
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which  led  to  their  rights  being  forfeited,  under  a  special  rule  issued  by 
the  Government  of  India  to  check  desertion  of  estates  in  the  Gurgaon 
district,  or  to  their  being  sold  by  auction  for  the  balances  due.  I 
have  no  special  information  as  to  the  history  of  the  tribe. 

Section  47. — The  chief  Rajput  settlements  are  those  of  Badgujar 


The  Bajputs. 


Rajputs  round  Sohna  ;  and  of  Chauhans  round 
Bahora,  to  the  north-west  of  the  Gurgaon 
tahsil,  and  in  the  isolated  villages  to  the  south  of  Rewari.  The 
Badgnjar8  state  that  their  ancestors  migrated  hither  from  Jullundur 
under  the  following  circumstances :  it  appears  that  an  ancestor  of 
theirs  was  playing  at  dice  with  the  goddess  Devi,  when  he  noticed 
that  her  hand  was  wet ;  he  asked  her  the  cause,  and  she  replied  that 
she  had  just  rescued  a  ship  which  was  sinking  in  the  sea ;  this  seemed 
to  him  so  improbable  that  he  somewhat  rudely  impugned  her 
veracity,  and  was  in  return  visited  with  a  cnrse,  which  caused  him 
and  his  to  wander  forth,  until  the  new  seat  of  their  race  was  pointed 
out  to  them,  by  the  given  sign  of  the  cart  axle  breaking  down  ;  and 
then  after  a  series  of  conflicts  they  drove  out  the  Khanzadas  who 
then  held  the  country,  and  established  themselves  nt  Sohna  and  in 
the  country  round.  The  date  given  for  this  migration  is  about  the 
middle  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

The  history  of  the  Chauhan  race  is  given  in  Sir  H.  M.  Elliott's 
supplemental  Glossary.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  that  account.  The 
local  names,  which  he  mentions,  Bighoto  Rath,  Dhundhoti  and  Chan- 
dain,  are  known  by  the  people,  but  not  often  referred  to. 

The  great  majority  of  the  Gurgaon  Rajputs  are  Hindus,  except  in 
the  north  and  east  of  Rewari.  Some  of  these  Rewari  Ranghars 
(Muhammadan  Rajputs)  have  but  an  indifferent  name  for  honesty, 
but  generally  the  Rajputs  of  both  religions  are  of  good  repute. 

Section  48.— Gaurwahs  are  Rajputs  who  have  adopted  the  custom 
Other  tribe*.  of  marrying  the  brother's  widow :  they  are  con- 

fined, wholly  or  almost  wholly,  to  the  Palwol 
tahsfl ;  a  few  are  Muhammadans,  but  the  majority  are  Hindus. 

The  Dhusars  claim  to  be  descended  from  Brahmins,  but  do  not 
intermarry  with  them  or  receive  charity ;  they  derive  their  name  from 
Dhosi,  a  flat-topped  hill  near  Narnaul,  where  their  ancestor  Chimand 
performed  his  devotions.    The  famous  Hemu  was  a  Dbusar  of  Rewari. 

Among  the  Banias,  the  most  numerous  class  in  Gurgaon,  are  the 
Agarwals,  who  trace  their  descent  from  Raja  Agarsen  of  Agroha  in 
Hissar,  whose  eighteen  sons  married  the  eighteen  snake  daughters  of 
Raja  Basak.  The  Aguns,  or  salt-workers,  claim  descent  from  the  Raj- 
puts of  Chitor,  and  the  Mallahs  derive  their  origin  from  Runakta 
near  Agra. 

Section  49. — Not  many  recruits  are  sought  for  in  this  district  for 
Not  many  recruits  from    the  army  :  the  few  natives  of  the  district 
ttiis  district  who  are  serving  in  the  army  are  mainly  Ran- 

ghars or  Pathans,  and  are  ordinarily  in  Cavalry  regiments.    I  think 
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that,  if  required,  a  large  number  of  recruits  might  be  obtained  from 
Gurgaon,  and  I  remember  reading  somewhere  that  Akbar  had  a  body- 
guard of  Meos. 

Section  50.— The  census  of  1868  shows  the  population  as  consist- 

The  religions  of  the  people.    inS  of  479>9  7  Hindus  and  216,147  Muham- 

madans,  and  592  others ;  but  among  the  agri- 
cultural population  generally,  the  forms  of  worship  which  most  prevail 
are  those  connected  with  what  they  call  their  "  Kacha  Mazhab  "  as 
distinct  from  the u  Pacca  Mazhab "  of  orthodox  Hinduism  and 
liuhammadanisra. 

In  most  Hindu  villages  and  in  many  of  the  Meo  villages  will  be 
Till  e  dati  found  under  some  shade-giving  tree  a  little 

i  «ge  a  ies.  masonry  platform,  the  shrine  of  the  "Bhumiya" 

or  local  deity,  if  such  he  can  be  called ;  for  the  "  Bhumiya  "  is  gene- 
rally one  of  the  founders  of  the  village,  or,  as  1  found  in  one  village,  the 
Brahmin  priest  of  the  original  settlers.  The  special  day  for  making 
offerings  is  the  Chaudas  or  14th  day  of  the  month.  Some  of  the 
"  Bhumiyas  "  are  said  to  grant  the  prayers  of  their  votaries,  and  to 
punish  severely  those  who  offend  them  :  one  of  the  Superintendents  of 
Settlement  told  me  that  he  had  once  been  obliged,  by  the  feeling  of  a 
great  weight  on  his  chest,  to  quit  a  place  sacred  to  a  "Bhumiya"  where 
he  was  accidentally  sleeping,  and  the  same  "Bhumiya"  visited  with 
illness  a  man  who  cleaned  his  teeth  near  his  shrine.  Those  "Bhumiyas" 
who  thus  bear  the  reputation  of  being  revengeful  and  vicious  in  tem- 
per are  respected,  and  offerings  to  them  often  made,  while  those  who 
have  the  character  of  easy  good-tempered  fellows  are  neglected. 

A  somewhat  similar  local  deity  who  does  not  seem  to  be  always 
clearly  distinguished  from  the  "Bhumiyas,"  but  whose  shrine  is  often 
found  in  addition  to  that  of  the  "Bhumiya"  in  the  same  village,  is  the 
Chanwand,  also  called  Khera  Deota.  Some  villagers  say  that  the 
Ohanwand  is  the  wife  of  the  "Bhumiya ;"  others  seem  to  put  the  Chan- 
wand in  the  place  of  the  "Bhumiya"  but  the  Chanwand  is  worshipped 
on  Sunday. 

The  "  Bundela  "  is  only  worshipped  in  times  of  sickness,  and 
especially  of  cholera.  I  think  that  the  "Bundela"  must  be  the  same  as 
Hardaur  mentioned  in  Elliot's  Glossary.  In  the  last  century  cholera 
broke  out  in  Lord  Hasting's  Army,  shortly  after  some  cattle  had  been 
killed  within  the  grove,  where  lie  the  ashes  of  a  Bnndelkhand  chief 
named  Hardaul  Lala.  The  epidemic  was  attributed  to  his  wrath,  and 
his  lordship  over  cholera  being  thus  established  he  too  is  in  many 
Tillages  given  a  small  shrine  and  prayed  to  remove  pestilence  when 
it  visits  the  village. 

The  spirits  of  young  men  who  die  childless  are  also  supposed  to 
haunt  the  village,  as  are  the  ghosts  of  men  who  from  any  cause  die  dis- 
satisfied and  unwilling  to  leave  their  homes.  Such  spirits  are  called 
euphemistically  "  pitas  "  or  father,  but  generally  bear  the  character  of 
being  vindictive  and  requiring  a  great  deal  of  attention.  A  little  shrine 
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very  much  resembling  a  'cbulha,'  or  native  fire-place,  is  generally  con- 
structed in  their  honour  near  a  tank,  and  there  offerings  are  made. 
Sometimes  a  "  pita  "  descends  on  a  person  who  then  becomes  inspired, 
shakes  his  head,  rolls  his  eyes,  and  reveals  the  will  of  the  "  pita." 
This  is  spoken  of  a3  'khelna'  or  playing.  The  village  watchman  of 
Damdama,  in  tahstt  Gurgaon,  bears  the  reputation  of  being  occa- 
sionally thus  inspired.  , 

In  some  villages  is  found  a  shrine  very  similar  to  that  of  the 
Bhumiya,"  known  as  Patharwali,  and  I  was  told  that  when  a  man  in 
sickness  puts  on  the  cord  of  Devi  and  recovers,  he  has  to  perform  a 

i*ourney  to  Nagarkot  or  Jwala  Mukhi  in  Kangra,  and  takes  with  him  a 
ihagat  or  professed  devotee  of  Devi,  and  while  he  is  away,  the  females 
of  his  family  worship  the  Patharwali. 

Besides  these  there  is  often  a  shrine  known  as  that  of  the 
Panjpir.  The  Hindus  regard  this  as  sacred  to  the  Pandu  brothers  ;  the 
Muhammadans  as  sacred  to  five  of  their  saints.  A  miraculous  light 
is  asserted  to  sometimes  appear  at  midnight  on  these  shrines. 

Satis  also  are  often  worshipped.  Thus  in  the  village  of  Rojhka 
Gujar,  there  is  the  shrine  of  a  Gujarni  Sati,  who  has  constituted  her- 
self the  patroness  of  the  Brahmin  priests  of  the  village  :  and  unless 
they  are  properly  looked  after  she  gets  angry  and  sends  things  into  the 
bodies  of  the  offenders,  causing  them  pain ;  and  then  on  the  first  day 
of  the  moon  the  Brahmins  have  to  be  collected  and  fed  at  her 
shrine. 

The  standards  of  Shaikh  Sala>  and  Shaikh  Madar  are  often  to  be  met 
with  in  Meo  villages,  carried  on  circuit  for  the  collection  of  the  offerings 
of  their  votaries.  My  own  information  as  to  these  two  saints  is  imper- 
fect. Major  Powlett  writes  in  the  Alwar  Gazetteer  that  Salar  Masand 
was  one  of  Sultan  Mali  mud  Ghazni's  chief  generals  ;  his  tomb  is  at 
Bahraich  in  Oudh,  and  the  Meos  regard  him  as  their  chief  patron 
saint.  The  Madar  Sahib  is  a  saint,  whose  shrine  is  at  Makanpur 
near  Aligarh.  Mr.  Wilson  notes  that  the  MauMs  now  discourage  the 
use  of  the  Salar  standard  as  idolatrous. 

Section  51.— Besides  these  village  objects  of  worship,  there  are 
Local  ahrines  many  shrines  to  the  occupants  of  which  rever- 

ence is  paid.  Thus  in  Sujwari,  tahsil  Palwal, 
there  is  a  shrine  of  Shaikh  Ahmad  Cbisti;  but  Muhammadan  though 
he  was,  his  votaries  are  mainly  Hindus.  The  Kanungo  family  of 
Palwal  say  that  one  of  their  ancestors  used  to  visit  this  shrine  con- 
stantly, and  died  here.  After  death  they  intended  to  take  away  his 
corpse  to  the  Jumna  and  burn  it,  but  such  was  his  attachment  to 
Shaikh  Ahmad  that  until  they  cut  off  one  of  his  fingers  and  buried  it 
in  the  shrine,  his  body  could  not  be  moved.  The  "  choti "  or  lock  of  hair 
of  the  children  of  this  family  is  always  cut  off  at  this  shrine,  Many  of 
the  neighbouring  Hindu  Jat  villages  have  dedicated  plots  to  this 
shrine ;  and  some  Jats  of  the  village  told  me  they  only  did  "  puja  "  or 
worship  to  Shaikh  Ahmad  Chisti,  Brahmins  and  the  Pipal  tree. 
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In  other  places  I  have  found  Muhammad  an  shrines  objects  of 
worship  to  the  Hindu  villagers.  The  occupants  of  some  of  these 
shrines  are  credited  with  the  power  of  working  miracles ;  thus  in  the 
Meo  village  of  Ghairabpurbas,  tahsil  Gurgaon,  there  are  two  shrines 
known  as  those  of  Wilayat  Shah  and  Has  him  Shah.  The  ministers 
of  Hashim  Shah's  shrine  once  allowed  it  to  fall  into  a  bad  state 
of  repair,  whereupon  the  saint  afflicted  them  with  sickness  until 
they  executed  the  needed  repairs ;  and  once  when  a  man  of  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Sakadpur  was  on  a  journey,  the  wheel  of  his 
cart  began  to  give  way :  thereupon  he  vowed  five  balls  of  "  gur  "  to 
Wilayat  Shah  if  he  got  his  cart  to  the  village  ;  on  he  journeyed  in 
safety  until  he  reached  the  village  boundary,  and  then  down  went  the 
cart.  The  saint  had  fulfilled  his  part  of  the  contract.  Nor  are 
Hindu  miracles  wanting :  in  Indri,  tahsil  Nuh,  on  the  day  of  the  Holi, 
five  cow-dung  cakes  appear  mysteriously  on  the  place  where  the  Holi 
offerings  are  deposited. 

Section  52.— Tales  of  sorcery  too  are  not  unknown.  I  could  give 
Sorcery,  the  evil  eye  and   the  name  and  residence  of  a  famous  Brahmin 
charms.  sorcerer,  who  is  said   to  steal  the  skulls  of 

people  who  die  young,  and  to  hold  the  unfortunate  spirits  imprisoned 
in  them .  Then  if  any  one  offends  him,  he  sends  a  spirit  into  the  offen- 
der, who  takes  the  name  of  the  dead  man  or  woman  in  whose  body 
the  spirit  formerly  dwelt,  and  states,  when  asked,  that  the  Brahmin  had 
sent  him.  If  something  is  given  to  the  Brahmin,  the  patient  gene- 
rally gets  better.  This  Brahmin  is  also  able  to  interpret  the  will  of 
*'  pitas,"  cause  wells  to  fall  in  by  throwing  written  charms  down  them, 
and  secure  a  favourable  result  to  a  suit  in  the  courts  by  the  recital 
of  other  spells. 

Some  wizards,  I  was  told,  if  they  cut  off  a  lock  of  a  woman's  hair, 
could  cause  her  to  die,  and  then,  when  she  had  been  burned,  could 
bring  her  to  life  again,  and  thus  secure  her  for  their  own  enjoyment. 
But  I  was  not  told  of  this  happening  nearer  than  Lahore. 

There  is,  of  course,  the  usual  dread  of  the  evil  eye,  the  theory  of 
which  was  thus  described  to  me  by  some  Jats :— When  a  child  is  born, 
an  invisible  spirit  is  sometimes,  not  1  think  always,  born  separately 
at  the  same  time :  and  unless  the  mother  takes  the  precaution  of  keep- 
ing one  breast  tied  up  for  forty  days  while  she  feeds  the  child  from 
the  other,  in  which  case  the  spirit  dies  of  hunger,  the  child  grows  up 
with  the  endowment  of  the  evil  eye;  and  whenever  a  person  so 
endowed  looks  at  any  thing  covetously,  something  evil  will  happen  to 
it.  Amulets  worn  for  protection  from  the  evil  eye  seem  to  be  of  two 
classes,  the  first  objects  which  apparently  resist  the  influence  by  a 
superior  innate  strength,  such  as  tiger's  claws,  and  the  second  objects 
of  a  worthless  character,  such  as  cowries,  which  may  catch  the  eye  of 
their  beholder,  and  thus  prevent  the  covetous  look. 

Charms  too  are  found  very  useful  in  times  of  cattle  disease.  One 
practice  which  prevails  in  the  south-east  of  the  district  arose  in  this 
way. 
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Once  upon  a  time  a  man  whose  descendants  lire  at  Tumora  m 
the  Muttra  district  was  sleeping  out  in  the  fields,  watching  over  his 
cattle  with  spear  and  shield,  when  he  saw  the  cattle  disease  creeping 
up  towards  his  oxen  in  an  animal  shape;  he  watched  his  opportunity 
and  got  the  disease  under  his  shield,  which  he  pressed  firmly  down. 
The  disease  entreated  to  be  released,  but  he  would  not  let  it  go  until  it 
promised  that  it  would  never  remain  where  he  or  his  descendants 
were  present.  So  still  when  amurrain  visits  the  village,  his  descendants 
are  summoned  and  walk  round  the  village  calling  on  the  disease  to 
fulfil  its  contract. 

Another  and  more  widely  known  method  of  protecting  the  cattle 
>a  to  erect  at  the  entrance  of  the  village  two  poles  between  which  a 
rope  of  "  dab "  grass  is  stretched.  On  this  are  suspended  wooden 
models  of  a  plough  and  a  narrow  "  mez,  "  an  unbaked  earthen  pot 
cover,  an  onion  and  an  iron  spike.  All  of  these  are  marked  with  oil 
and  red  lead,  and  on  the  earthen  cover  is  written  a  charm  by  some 
holy  man.  Then  on  an  appointed  day  all  the  cattle  are  driven  out 
below  the  rope  and  charm,*and  on  that  day  no  fire  is  lit  in  the  village> 
until  the  evening,  and  all  the  milk  of  the  day  is  given  to  Brahmins. 

Here  are  a  couple  of  rather  unintelligible  charms  to  cure  a 
scorpion  bite : — 

Hari  dandi  Munj  ka  ban ; 

Utr  re  bichu,  Khwaja  Muin-DU-dln  Chishti  ki  an. 

i.  green  stick,  Muni  rope/  get  out  scorpion,  I  charge  you  by  (  lit.  oath  of)  Khawaia 
Muin-ud-din  Chishti. 

Choti  kothi,  bara  paban  ; 
Utr  re,  Khwaja  Main-ud-din  ki  an. 
•  Little  granary  with  a  big  top  (to  it)  ;  get  out  by  Kfcawaja  Muin-ud-dftx 

In  cases  of  snake  bite,  one  method  adopted  is  for  the  charmer  to 
repeat  an  invocation  to  Noah  in  Arabic  twenty-one  times  by  a  well, 
from  which  he  then  draws  water,  and  washes  with  his  right  hand  his 
feet  and  hands,  and  the  water  remaining  after  these  ablutions  is 
sprinkled  on  the  patient,  who  also  drinks  some  of  it. 

In  times  of  great  sickness  Muhammadans  sometimes  take  a  he- 
goat,  perfect  in  all  respects,  and  ten  or  twenty  men  walk  with  it  all 
round  the  village,  repeating  verses  of  the  Koran  ;  then  they  kill  it  and 
bury  it  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  or  they  write  a  prayer  on  a  piece  of 
paper,  and  put  it  over  the  chief  entrance  of  the  village. 

The  prayer  runs  thus : — 

Abdullah  ka  put,  Aimana  ka  jaya 
Bhag  ri  waba,  Muhammad  aya. 

Son  of  Abdullah,  son  of  Aimana ; 

Flee  away  disease,  Muhammad  has  come. 

Section  53.— The  Meos  have  hitherto  been  very  lax  Mubamma- 
.         .  .  dans  sharing  in  most  of  the  rites  and  customs 

the  Meoi°a>  r"W    *nong    of  their  Hindu  neighbours,  especially  such  as 

are  pleasant  to  observe;  their  principle  of 
action  seems  to  have  been  to  keep  the  feasts  of  both  religions  and  the 


•  This  is  also  used  generally  as  a  proverb  with  reference  to 
small  realities — something  like  our  '  Much  cry,  little  wool/ 
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fusts  of  neither.  Recently  religions  teachers  have  become  more 
numerous  among  them,  and  some  Meos  now  keep  the  Ramzan  fast, 
build  village  mosques,  say  their  prayers,  and  their  wives  wear  trousers 
instead  of  the  Hindu  petticoat, — all  signs  of  a  religious  revival. 

Section  54. — Attendance  on  fairs  or  melas,  which  combine  dero- 
Fairs  and  Metta.  tion  and  amusement,  constitutes  one  of  the 

few  pleasures  of  the  ordinary  agriculturist. 
Chief  among  the  fairs  of  Gurgaon  is  that  of  the  goddess  of  small-pox, 
Masani,  whose  temple  is  at  Gurgaon.  A  small  mela  takes  place  there 
every  Tuesday,  except  in  the  month  Sawan,  but  the  great  fairs  are 
those  which  occur  in  Chait.  Further  reference  to  this  temple,  and  the 
disposal  of  the  income  arising  from  the  offerings  will  be  found  in 
para.  301. 

In  the  Rewari  tahsil  at  the  village  of  Bas  Doda,  where  there  is 
an  ancient  temple  of  Bhaironji,  a  fair  is  held  on  the  26th  of  Chait, 
and  the  following  two  days,  to  which  people  are  said  to  resort  from 
as  far  as  Agra  and  Delhi.  The  offerings,  which  are  enjoyed  by  the 
owners  of  the  village,  are  estimated  at  Rs.  500.  1  was  told  that  for- 
merly girls  of  the  Dhunwar  class  used  to  be  married  to  the  god  at 
these  festivals,  and  that  they  always  died  soon  afterwards,  but  that  of 
late  years  the  practice  had  been  discontinued. 

In  the  Firozpur  tahsil  there  is  a  large  gathering  of  Meos  at  the 
village  of  Kliori  Shah  Chokha,  on  the  1st  to  the  7th  Jamadiulawwal ; 
the  object  of  their  pilgrimage  is  the  tomb  of  the  Saint  Shah  Chokha. 
The  estimated  attendance  is  from  8,000  to  10,000.  Formerly  this 
fair  used  to  be  a  great  place  for  elopements,  it  being  held  a 
sufficient  answer  from  a  man,  who  left  the  fair  with  another  Meo's  wife 
to  say  that  Shah  Chokha  had  given  her  to  him.  In  addition  to  these 
there  is  a  number  of  other  melas  of  smaller  importance,  such  as  those 
held  in  the  Gurgaon  tahsil  at  Easan  on  the  29th  Bhadon,  at  Sohna 
on  the  18th  Sawan,  at  Islampur  on  the  9th  Bhadon,  at  Budhera  on 
Wednesdays  in  Chait,  and  in  Bhundsi  Khohri  and  Karaula  on  the 
22nd  Chait  and  22nd  Ruar  ;  in  the  Nuh  tahsil  at  Palla  on  the  24th  to 
27th  Jamadiulawwal,  at  Nuh  on  the  10th  Ramzan,  at  Gahbar  on  the 
1st  Chait  and  1st  Kuar,  at  Nalhar  on  the  14th  Phagan,  and  at 
Swanika  at  the  full  moon  in  Katak  ;  in  Firozpur  tahsil  at  the  Jhir 
near  Firozpur  on  the  14th  Magh,  and  at  Maholi  on  the  8th  Kuar  and 
8th  Chait ;  in  the  Rewari  tahsil  at  Bharawas  Balwari,  and  Siha  on  the 
1st  Chait,  at  Darauli  on  the  9th  Bhadon,  at  Inchapuri  on  the  13th 
Sawan  and  13th  Phagan,  and  at  the  tank  of  Rao  Tej  Singh  in 
Rewari  on  the  18th  Sawan  ;  in  the  Palwal  tahsil  at  the  tomb  of  Shaikh 
Ahmad  Cbisti  in  Sujwari  on  the  11th  and  12th  Rabiulawwal,  where 
5,000  persons  are  said  to  collect,  at  Banswa  on  26th  Phagan,  at 
Palwal  on  the  21st  Bhadon,  at  Gurwari  on  the  25th  Jeth,  at  Ban- 
chari  on  2nd  Chait  and  at  Alawalpur  on  the  15th  Phagan. 

In  the  Rewari  tahsil  there  are  Mahanta  of  some  reputation  at 
Balwari  and  at  Bharawas.  In  many  Ahir  villages  the  people  unyoke 
their  cattle  at  the  well,  when  the  evening  Sankh  sounds,  in  obedience 

tothe  traditional  instructions  of  one  of  these  Mahouts. 
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Section  55.— Bajra,  jowar  and  barley,  forridge  made  of  the  various 
yood  pulses,  ghi,  milk  and  butter  milk,  form  the 

ordinary  food  of  the  agricultural  populatu  n. 
Only  the  more  easily  circumstanced  among  them  can  afford  to  com- 
monly eat  wheaten  bread  or  consume  much  sugar  or  meat ;  when 
meat  is  eaten,  it  is  ordinarily  goat's  flesh  :  the  great  body  of  Hindu 
agriculturists  is  prevented  also  from  eating  meat  by  religious 
scruples.  The  regular  meals  are  taken  at  mid-day  and  in  the 
evening ;  to  these  must  be  added  a  draught  of  butter  milk  and  a 
snack  of  whatever  comes  handy  in  the  early  morning. 

Section  56. — On  the  subject  of  the  general  economic  condition  of 
Remark*  by  Mr.  Wilson     the  people,  I  incorporate  the  following  note 
on  general  economic  condi-     by  Mr.  Wilson  supplied  in  answer  to  the 
tion-  question  of  the  famine  commission 

In  a  district  such  as  this  containing  such  a  variety  of  soil  and 

No  general  description  *nd  even  climate,  it  is  necessary  to 

possible.  divide  the  agricultural  community  into  classes, 

and  describe  their  circumstances  in  some 
detail ;  no  general  description  of  their  ordinary  economic  condition 
would  apply  to  the  whole  community  with  any  approximation  to 
exactness. 

Factors  in  the  economic  The  circumstances  which  determine  the 

condition  of  the  agricui-  condition  of  an  agriculturist  come  in  order 
turist*-  of  importance  as  follows  : — 

1st  caste, — As  a  general  rule,  whatever  be  the  nature  of  the 

First  factor  caste.  B0^  ne  cultivates   or  the  incidence  of  the 

revenue  he  pays,  the  caste  of  the  agriculturist, 
which  determines  his  habits  and  customs  and  natural  disposition,  will 
determine  his  economic  condition.  At  the  head  of  the  prevalent 
castes  in  this  district  I  would  place  the  Alnrs,  as  the  most  industrious 
thrifty  and  prudent :  though  much  of  the  land  occupied  by  them  is  of 
an  inferior  description  and  the  incidence  of  the  rovenue  in  Rewari 
tahsfl,  where  most  of  the  villages  are  owned  by  them,  has  for  thirty 
years  been  very  high,  as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  district,  they 
have  by  unremitting  toil,  compelled  the  soil  to  yield  them  a  wonder- 
ful amount  of  produce,  and  have  by  prudent  thrift  kept  themselves 
and  their  lands  free  from  debt.  Next  to  them  come  the  Jats,  who 
own  many  villages,  in  the  east  and  north-east  of  the  district. 
Their  land  is  very  fertile ;  and  in  Palwal  tahsfl,  where  they  form 
the  chief  portion  of  the  land-owning  class  the  incidence  of  the 
revenue  has  been  hitherto  extremely  light.  In  industry  and  thrift 
they  are  inferior  to  the  Ahirs,  though  superior  to  other  castes ;  while 
on  the  whole  very  well-to-do,  they  have  not  been  careful  to  keep 
themselves  free  from  debt  and  their  land  from  mortgage.  After 
them  come  the  Rajputs  owning  land  chiefly  in  the  centre  of  the 
district,  and  the  Brahmins  scattered  here  and  there,  but  neither  caste 
forming  a  very  important  element  in  the  agricultural  population. 
Last  of  all  on  the  list  come  the  comparatively  lazy  and  superlatively 
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unthrifty  Mcos,  who  own  some  350  villages  in  the  two  southernmost 
tahsils  of  the  district  (  Nuh  and  Firozpur).  Without  the  excuse  of  a 
barren  soil  or  an  excessive  revenue,  they  live  so  closely  up  to  their 
income,  are  so  negligent  in  developing  the  resources  of  their  land, 
and  indulge  so  in  unwarranted  expenditure,  that  the  failure  of  one 
harvest  plunges  them  irretrievably  into  debt.  Last  year's  scarcity 
found  many  of  them  still  burdened  with  debt  contracted  in  the 
famines  of  1860  -61  and  1868-69,  and  has  left  them  with  17  per  cent, 
of  their  land  heavily  mortgaged,  and  much  floating  debt  hanging 
over  them  besides. 

2nd,  the  number  of  the  family.—- Other  things  being  equal, 

Second  factor,  number 

of  family.  difficulty  in  making  ends  meet.    When  the 

children  are  young,  they  make  more  mouths 
to  feed,  without  any  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  hands 
to  work ;  and  even  when  they  become  old  enough  to  help  in  the 
fields,  the  cost  of  their  food  is  greater  than  would  be  the  hire  of 
laborers  to  give  the  same  amount  of  work  at  the  most  pressing 
times.  Each  child  too  must  be  married,  and  marriages  are  the 
great  extravagance  of  the  agriculturist's  family :  even  where  one 
contracting  party  exacts  a  sum  of  money  from  the  other,  the 
expenses  of  the  ceremony  are  sure  to  exceed  the  income.  The  greater 
the  number  of  births,  the  greater  will  be  the  number  of  deaths  in  the 
family  ;  and  each  funeral  too  is  an  expensive  affair,  the  brotherhood 
and  the  poor  must  be  luxuriously  and  extravagantly  feasted.  There 
was  a  time  not  many  years  ago  when  the  agriculturist  who  had  a 
number  of  sons  and  daughters  to  help  him  to  break  up  new  land  was 
likely  to  better  his  condition  ;  but  now  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  the  district  the  population  has  overtaken  the  land,  and  hired 
labor  is  cheap.  Happy  is  the  man  whose  quiver  is  not  too  full.  As 
might  be  expected,  the  unthrifty  Meos  are  famous  for  the  number  of 
their  children. 

3rd,  sub-division  of  the  land. — This  is  closely  connected  with 
.     .    the  last  head.    Where  the  family  is  a  large 
hid.   '  one> the  familv  Elding  is,  on  the  death  of  the 

head,  sometimes  worked  in  common  by  the 
sons,  but  very  frequently  divided  between  tbem  in  equal  shares.  The 
practice  of  separating  off  distinctly  the  different  shares  of  the  land  is 
encouraged  by  our  revenue  and  law  system,  and  is  rapidly  becoming 
more  common ;  and  as  the  increase  of  a  holding  by  the  death  of 
a  brother  or  uncle  without  heirs  is  much  less  common  than  its  sub- 
division among  the  sons  of  the  deceased  proprietor,  this  practice  leads 
to  the  rapid  increase  of  small  holdings,  the  produce  of  which  is  barely 
sufficient  to  supply  the  necessaries  of  life  to  the  agriculturist  and  his 
family  ;  and  while  the  heads  of  families  in  the  village  community  are 
gradually  becoming  more  distinct  in  their  individual  rights  and  res- 
ponsibilities, they  have  not  yet  learned  to  co-operate  in  the  modern 
sense  of  the  ward.  There  is  thus  little  to  fall  back  on  when  a  season 
of  misfortune  comes.   The  extent  of  sub-division  is  generally  much 
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influenced  by  the  tenure  of  the  village.  Where  the  village  is  held  in 
bhayachara  tenure,  aa  is  usual  among  the  Jats  and  Meos,  the  land  is 
much  sub-divided  ;  and  where  the  tenure  is  pattidari,  as  it  often  is 
among  the  Ahfrs,  the  owners  of  a  share  in  the  village  often  hold  and 
cultivate  it  in  common,  and  can  thus  meet  misfortune  better  than  if 
they  had  to  fight  it  single-handed. 

4ihy  facility  of  irrigation.— The  introduction  of  the  Agra  canal 
*        .   into  the  eastern  part  of  the  district  has  vastly 
irrfgTt^*0^'  improved  the  condition  of  the  agriculturists  in 

that  tract  by  increasing  the  productiveness 
of  their  land  in  much  greater  proportion  than  it  increases  the  cost  of 
production,  but  roost  of  all  by  protecting  them  against  seasons  of 
drought ; — the  great  source  of  indebtedness  and  poverty.  Although 
irrigation  from  the  canal  commenced  only  some  four  years  ago,  its 
good  effects  are  already  seen,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  standard 
of  comfort  of  the  Jat  agriculturists  benefitting  therefrom  will  be 
decidedly  raised  before  the  population  overtakes  the  increase  of  pro- 
duce ;  provided  however,  that  their  prosperity  does  not  make  them 
lazy,  and  that  the  proximity  of  the  canal  does  not  permanently  ener- 
vate them,  as  seems  to  have  been  the  case  with  the  Jat  land-holders 
on  the  Western  Jumna  Canal.  There  seems  some  danger  of  the 
latter  calamity,  for  this  year  in  particular  fever  has  literally  devas- 
tated the  tract  through  which  the  canal  passes  ;  some  villages  have 
in  a  few  months  lost  one-sixth  of  their  population  and  scarcely  a  man 
is  to  be  found  who  has  not  been  greatly  reduced  in  strength  by 
repeated  attacks.  But  if  this  prove  to  have  been  an  exceptional  year 
as  there  is  some  reason  to  hope,  the  great  diminution  of  the  popula- 
tion may  even  prove  a  blessing  to  the  survivors. 

The  facility  of  well-irrigation  is  also  an  important  factor,  as  on 
this  depends  the  protection  of  the  land  from  drought,  but  it  must  be 
taken  advantage  of.  The  Ahirs  work  their  deep  well  night  and  day : 
the  Meos  often  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  sink  them  when  water  is 


5  th,  nature  of  soil.  —This  factor,  which  at  first  sight  seems  most 

important,  really  comes  low  down  in  the  list. 
^Fiftb  factor,  nature  of    rj»ne  gan(jy  gQjj  0f  Re^rf  produces  enough  to 

keep  the  thrifty  Ahirs  in  comfort,  while  the 
comparatively  rich  soil  of  the  Firozpur  valley  is  heavily  mortgaged  to 
meet  the  extravagances  of  the  thriftless  Meos. 


6th,  incidence  of  the  revenue. — This  too  is  of  less  importance 

ants.  «—  «  -  *ban  would  at  first  sight  seem  probable.  The 
Sixth  factor,  rerenue.        ^  landK)wner8  of  ReWftri>  hitherto 

notoriously  heavily  assessed,  are  much  less  indebted  than  the  lightly 
assessed  Meos  of  Firozpur,  and  less  even  than  the  much  more 
lightly  assessed  Jats  of  Palwal,  thrifty  though  the  latter  are  said 
to  be. 
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7th,  stains  ofag  icnlluriiU—TX&Tii  is  much  less  difference  between 

the  condition  of  the  owner  of  land,  tenant  with 
mSSS£i'*  BtatM  right  of  occupancy,  and  tenant-at-will  through- 
out the  greater  part  of  the  district  than  would 
be  expected.  The  vast  majority  of  tenants  with  rights  of  occupancy, 
and  a  very  large  number  of  tenants-at-will,  have  hitherto  held  their 
land  on  condition  of  paying  simply  the  revenue  and  cesses  due  there- 
on, and  they  have  generally  shared  on  equal  terms  with  the  owners 
in  the  common  rights  of  the  village.  However  since  the  operations 
of  the  present  settlement  began  and  more  especially  since  the  new 
assessments  were  announced  last  year,  the  tendency  to  distinguish 
more  sharply  between  these  classes  of  agriculturists  has  been  rapidly 
growing.  Tenants-at-will  are  called  on  to  pay  higher  rentsr  or  are 
ejected  from  land  they  have  held  for  years  on  these  favorable  terms. 
Suits  are  instituted  to  have  defined  more  exactly  the  rights  of  occu- 
pancy tenants  and  to  enhance  their  rents.  Property  in  land  is 
oecoming  more  valuable  every  day,  and  the  rights  of  owners  having 
been  more  clearly  defined  in  the  new  settlement  records,  money-lenders 
are  willing  to  advance  larger  sums  than  before  on  the  security  of  land. 
Thus  it  is  generally  remarked  that  tenants-at-will  have  greater  diffi- 
culty in  borrowing  than  owners  or  even  than  tenants  with  occupancy 
rights.  All  these  tendencies  may  be  expected  to  develope  with  remark- 
able rapidity  in  the  few  years  following  the  close  of  the  present 
settlement  operations. 

The  general  condition  of  the  agricultural  population  then  may 

be  aatd  to  be  painfully  dependent  on  the 
General  condition  of  the    geaaon8)  a\\  their  income  comes  from  the  land. 

peop  '  Where  a  land-owner,  besides  the  acutal  pro- 

duce of  his  own  separate  holding,  can  count  among  his  income  the 
proceeds  of  hiring  his  cart  between  the  busy  times  or  those  of  the 
sale  of  his  "  ghi,"  he  finds  that  in  a  year  of  drought  even  these 
are  apt  to  fail  him,  for  the  difficulty  of  feeding  his  oxen  and  his 
buffaloes  swallows  up  all  the  income  they  bring,  and  where  a  cul- 
tivator ekes  out  the  produce  of  his  fields  by  his  dues  as  a  village 
menial  or  family  priest,  he  finds  the  villagers,  in  seasons  of  scarcity, 
unable  to  pay  him  the  full  fee.  The  Jats  of  Palwal  are  now  greatly 
protected  against  drought,  but  are  in  some  danger  of  increasing 
their  expenditure  too  fast,  and  losing  some  of  their  old  industry  and 
thrift,  but  they  may  be  generally  described  as  well  off,  especially 
the  land-owners.  They  can  easily  stand  a  year  of  scarcity  and  will 
probably  soon  recover  themselves,  though  even  they  are*  like  all 
agriculturists  apt  to  neglect  payment  of  the  principal,  and  even  of  the 
interest  of  a  debt  once  contracted,  and  often  carelessly  allow  the  sum 
noted  against  them  in  the  village  money-lender's  books  to  grow  and 
grow  until  they  can  have  little  hope  of  paying  it  off,  the  wily  banker 
knowing  it  to  be  his  interest  not  to  press  for  ready  payment,  but  to 
encourage  his  debtor  deeper  into  the  toils,  until  he  has  been  completely 
at  his  mercy.  When  this  is  so  with  men  having  such  advantages 
as  the  Jats  of  Palwal,  what  must  it  be  with  the  Meos.  Their  condi- 
tion is  rapidly  becoming  hopeless.   They  live  so  literally  from  hand 
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to  mouth,  carelessly  contracting  debt  for  marriages,  fnnerals,  and 
petty  luxuries ;  even  in  average  years,  that  when  a  year  of  drought 
comes  they  are  thrown  on  the  money-lender,  who  can  make  with 
them  what  terms  he  likes.  During  the  past  15  months  some  5  per 
cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  two  Meo  tahsils  of  Nuh  and 
Firozpur  has  been  mortgaged,  and  now  17  per  cent,  of  the  total 
cultivated  area  is  so  burdened  that  there  is  little  hope  of  its  ever  being 
redeemed.  The  Meo  land-owners  are  rapidly  becoming  practically 
reduced  into  the  position  of  tenants.  Their  condition  loudly  calls 
for  special  consideration,  though  it  is  difficult  to  see  what  can  be  done 
for  them.  During  the  past  year  a  large  amount  of  revenue  due 
from  them  has  been  suspended,  but  they  have  had  to  borrow  for  food, 
and  the  evil  has  only  been  reduced,  not  removed.  Not  a  few  who  had 
no  land  to  mortgage  left  the  district  to  seek  a  means  of  livelihood 
elsewhere  until  better  times.  It  is  pleasant  to  turn  from  this  state  of 
things  to  that  of  the  Ahirs  in  Rewari.  With  ail  their  disadvantages, 
their  industry  reduces  the  evils  of  a  year  of  drought  to  a  minimum,  and 
their  thrift  supplies  them  with  a  means  of  tiding  over  it,  and  reduces 
their  expenditure  for  the  time.  Though  the  drought  of  last  year  was 
as  bad  with  them  as  anywhere,  they  paid  their  revenue  and  that  with- 
out contracting  a  larger  amount  of  debt  than  they  are  likely  to  clear 
off  in  a  year  or  two  of  favorable  harvest,  should  they  be  fortunate 
enough  to  have  them. 

"  The  causes  of  debt  are— (1),  general  extravagance  which  leads  to 

Causes  of  indebtedness       debt  eVe"  in  ordinai7  yea«;  (2),  marriages 

and  funerals  the  expenditure  on  which  is 
enormously  disproportionate  to  the  income;  (3),  drought,  which  finds 
the  agriculturist  without  any  surplus  saved,  and  kills  his  cattle  and 
compels  him  to  borrow  to  pay  the  revenue  and  support  his  family ; 
(4),  neglect  to  pay  the  interest  on  debts  already  contracted,  which 
rapidly  multiply  themselves." 

Section  57.— Allowing  for  the  fact  that  Mr.  Wilson  saw  the 

n«n»«.i  «„Mmin„  ?„  district,  when  it  was  suffering  from  a  great 
General  concurrence  in  .      ., '   _     .  ,        ,  ,     °  ,       .  ..  °  . 

above  remarks.  calamity,  I  think  that  the  above  description  is  a 

good  one.  I  shall,  however,  have  some  further 
remarks  to  make  on  the  subject  in  connection  with  the  assessments. 
The  fluctuations  are  not  all  in  one  direction,  although  much  of  the 
surplus  produce  of  prosperous  years  will,  under  any  circumstances,  in 
the  case  of  an  improvident  tribe  like  the  Meos,  fall  to  the  share  of  the 
money-lenders ;  the  extent  of  this  share,  again,  will  be  much  influenced 
by  the  fiscal  policy  adopted  by  the  Government. 

Section  58. — The  rates  of  interest  vary  with  the  security  from  6 

Bate,  of  inters  P?^1'  Per  annuH>  to  37*  Jg*  "J*  0t  eVen 

higher,  ordinary  rates  are  18  to  24  per  cent. 

for  unsecured  loans,  18  per  cent,  on  mortgage  of  land,  and  12  per  cent. 

on  deposit  of  ornaments.    As  a  class,  the  Meos  pay  the  highest  rates. 

Interest  is  often  deducted  in  advance  from  the  sum  lent,  and  many 
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money-lenders  refuse  to  take  less  than  6  months'  interest,  however 
short  the  period  be  for  which  the  money  is  required.  Grain  agreements 
are  comparatively  rare. 

Section  59. — Land  is  rarely  sold,  although  it  is  constantly  mort- 
s&iea  of  land  gaged ;  the  tables  compiled  for  the  assessment 

reports  showed  that  from  1857  to  1875,  26,062 
acres  assessed  at  Rs.  22,795  had  been  sold  for  a  total  sum  of  Rs.  1,72,125. 
Of  the  area  sold  more  than  half  was  in  Re  wan  and  only  209  acres  in 
Firozpur.  In  all  the  tahsils  the  rise  in  the  value  of  land  from  1857  to 
1875  was  very  marked;  the  prices  obtained  in  the  period  1871  to  1875 
in  the  various  tahsils  were  as  follows :  — 


Tahsfl. 

Price 

per 

Price  per 
rupee  of  Jama. 

Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Ba 

A 

P. 

Ffrospar  (are; 

\  nominal  only) 
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0 

69 
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0 
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5 

0 
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19 
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20 
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0 

11 

12 

0 

Rewari... 

•  •                         •  •* 
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6 

10 

0 

6 

8 

a 

Mortgages. 


In  Rewari  the  small  sale  value  of  land  has  always  been  very  marked  ; 
and  Gurgaon  most  nearly  resembles  it  in  this  respect.  The  profits  to 
be  obtained  from  these  sandy  tahsils  are  too  small  to  render  land 
worth  much  as  an  investment. 

Section  60.— The  following  remarks  are 
by  Mr.  Wilson  :— 

During  the  progress  of  settlement  operations  two  statements  of 
land  mortgaged,  which  are  here  appended,  were  drawn  up.  The  first 
statement  shows  the  amount  of  land  mortgaged  at  the  end  of  J une 
1877,  when  the  last  instalment  of  the  past  settlement  had  been  realized, 
and  the  new  assessments  had  been  announced  but  had  not  yet  come 
into  effect : — when  a  series  of  average  years  had  brought  the  district  to 
what  may  be  considered  its  normal  condition  after  the  famine  of 
1868-69,  and  the  coming  drought  of  1877  had  as  yet  had  no  effect. 

The  second  statement  shows  the  amount  of  land  mortgaged  during 
the  following  eighteen  months  beginning  with  July  1877  and  ending 
with  December  1878.  The  percentages  are  taken  on  the  cultivated 
area,  as  almost  all  the  land  mortgaged  is  cultivated  land,  and  in  calculat- 
ing proportion  of  revenue  to  area  it  gives  a  better  idea  of  the  actual 
state  of  things  if  the  productive  area  only  be  taken  into  account 

At  the  end  of  June  1877,  over  6  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of 
the  district  had  been  mortgaged  in  20,000  separate  transactions,  to  agri- 
culturists and  non-agriculturists  in  the  proportion  of  3  to  2  for  a 
sum  equal  to  1  \  years  revenue  of  the  district, — the  average  amount  of 
debt  per  acre  mortgaged  being  Us.  24,  equivalent  to  18  years'  purchase 
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of  the  revenue  assessed.  During  the  eighteen,  months  which  followed, 
while  the  redemptions  from  mortgage  were  insignificant,  4  41  per  cent, 
more  of  the  cultivated  area  was  mortgaged  for  6  lakhs  or  half  a  year's 
revenue,  giving  a  rate  of  Rs.  14  per  acre  mortgaged  or  10£  years' 
revenue  of  the  land  mortgaged.  Thus  at  the  end  of  1878,  nearly  10£ 
per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  district  was  under  mortgage,  the 
burden  being  2 1  \  lakhs  or  1  §  year's  revenue  of  the  district.  During  the 
f  same  period  of  eighteen  months,  ending  December  1878,  1*14  per  cent, 
of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  district  was  sold  at  Rs.  14  per  acre,  or  11 
years'  revenue  of  the  land  sold.  The  average  area  mortgaged  in  one 
transaction  was  7  acres  more  than  double  the  former  average,  and 
the  proportion  of  mortgages  to  agriculturists  and  non-agriculturists 
respectively  was  2  to  5,  instead  of  the  former  proportion  of  8  to  2. 

The  cause  of  this  enormous  increase  in  the  transfers  of  land  by 
which  5  J  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of  the  district  changed 
hands  in  the  course  of  a  year-and-a-half,  is  not  far  to  seek.  The  almost 
entire  failure  of  the  rains  of  1877  left  the  district  destitute  of  the 
kharif  harvest  and  unable  from  want  of  cattle  and  seed  and  seasonable 
moisture  to  cultivate  the  ordinary  extent  of  rabi.  Many  of  the  people 
living  from  hand  to  mouth,  especially  the  improvident  Meos,  were  driven 
at  once  to  the  money-lender  even  before  the  first  instalment  of  the  new 
assessment  became  due  ;  and  as  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  rights 
of  proprietors  of  land  was  just  being  completed  and  the  assessment  for 
the  next  thirty  years  had  been  announced,  it  was  possible  to  estimate 
with  some  certainty  the  value  of  land,  and  the  money-lenders  seem  to 
"»  have  seized  the  opportunity  to  throw  on  the  land  by  way  of  mortgage 
not  only  the  value  of  the  cash  and  grain  they  then  advanced,  but  all 
outstanding  debts,  or  to  have  cleared  them  all  off  by  purchasing  the 
land  outright ;  so  that  the  sum  representing  the  new  burden  of  the  land 
does  not  represent  new  debt,  but  includes  much  debt  that  formerly 
appeared  only  in  the  books  of  the  money-lenders. 

The  oroportions  of  land  mortgaged  vary  greatly  in  the  different 
tahsfls.  Firozpur  almost  wholly  inhabited  by  proverbially  thriftless 
Meos  gives  the  highest  figures.  Up  to  Juno  1877  nearly  13  per  cent, 
of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  tahsil  had  been  mortgaged  for  2  J  years' 
revenue;  in  the  following  18  months  6  per  cent,  more  was  mortgaged  for 
1\  vear's  revenue  and  2  percent,  was  sold  during  the  same  time.  At  the 
end  of  1878,  19  per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area  was  burdened  with  8f 
years'  revenue  of  the  tahsil.  Nuh,  also  chiefly  inhabited  by  Meos, 
follows  close  behind.  Up  to  J une  1877, 1 1  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area 
of  the  tahsil  had  been  mortgaged  for  2£  years'  revenue,  and  during  the 
next-year-and-a  half  5  percent  more  was  mortgaged,  and  1  per  cent, 
was  sold,  leaving  16  per  cent,  burdened  with  3  years'  revenue  of  the 
tahsil.  The  Jat  tahsil  of  Palwal,  which  up  to  1877  was  lightly  assessed, 
and  which  suffered  less  from  the  drought  of  1877-78  than  the  other 
tah  si  Is,  5  percent  had  been  mortgaged  up  to  June  1877  for  1}  year's 
revenue  of  the  tahsfl,  and  during  the  following  year-and-a-half  2  per 
cent  more  was  mortgaged  for  a  fifth  of  a  year's  revenue  only  and 
very  little  land  was  sold.   So  that  here  at  the  end  of  1878  only  7  per 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    <6  ) 


cent  of  the  cultivated  area  is  burdened  with  1J  year's  revenue  In  the 
tahsil  of  Rewari,  inhabited  chiefly  by  industrious  economical  A  Mrs, 
which  has  always  been  highly  assessed,  and  which,  like  Nuh  and 
Firozpur,  suffered  greatly  from  the  drought  of  1877-78,  only  1^  per  cent; 
of  the  cultivated  area  had  been  mortgaged  up  to  June  1877  for  only 
one- ninth  of  a  year's  revenue  of  the  tahsil ;  but  during  the  eighteen  months 
that  followed  6  per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area  was  mortgaged  for  a  ^ 
fourth  of  a  year's  revenue  of  the  tahsil  and  1$  percent  was  sold, 
leaving  7  J  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  burdened  with  only  a  third 
of  a  year's  revenue  of  the  tahsil.  In  Gurgaon  tahsfl,  up  to  June  1877,  2 
per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area  had  been  mortgaged  for  a  fourth  of  a  year's 
revenue  and  during  the  following  18  months  U  percent,  more  was 
mortgaged  for  a  sixth  of  a  year's  revenue,  and  1  per  cent,  was  sold, 
leaving  3  J  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  burdened  with  half  a  year's 
revenue  of  the  tahsil. 


Digitized  by  Google 


(   47  ) 


o 

V 

*po9v9)2vUl  puo[  JO  wurnf  JO 

ted  [Li  jad  Xauom  «8«9iaoui  jo  axiuaAy 

11  U  10 

.1"" 

e 

igj 
o 

M 

«a 

DO 

17  19 

17  10 

o 

p  aaav  iad  iraom  a8»avo«  jo  aJfeUAy 

-* 

Ok 

•I 

M 

•«« 
M 

M 

phi 

a 

CO 

o 

s_ 

00 
<— 

'Aaaotn  af*j>poai  uo 
(MJiSyoto  vjjv  jo  »cbb(  jo  aSriaxuaj  1 

i 

q 

•o 

.-. 

c* 

« 

a 
■# 

•b 

to 

«_ 
■> 

<e 

■b 

»• 

aq>  uo  Aaaom  *9%*uom  jo  »a»)u*>jaj 

<b 
Cl 

y 

— 

■if 

«9 

i 

M 

M 

s 

O 

r. 

mm 

r» 

to 

1 

"2 

1 

i 

3 

<i 

g 

s 

dk 

O 
P 

o 
pm 

e 
o 

°S 

M  4 

°  2 

A  _1 

1 

•mar*  pajo ipino  no  | 

•» 

t 

n 
-— < 

■j 
•» 

4* 
M 

Jo 

■*  - 

M 

fui  i»  «o«  no 

o 

o 
«» 

2 

8 

■* 

I 

1 

1 

1 

tui  pj)»Apino  no 

m 
ti 

« 

s 

s 

i 

E 

i 

6 

n 

6 

H 
It 

f> 

r- 

1 

to  

n 

w  a 

*  M 

« 

S 

■i 

M 

00 

•o 

p< 
M 
ft 

s 

to 

— 

o  _ 

■♦5 

■«^g|au3in3!x8»-aou  ox 

-  • 

Sr 

»— 

o 

5 

o 

r. 

00* 

3 
«■ 

S 

Tj«jjmitioix*»  ox 

— ■ 

to 

01 

o 
at 

■ 

•o 
e« 

»- 

s 

o 

< 

i 

S 

C< 

m 

1 

ecT 

•r 

«!. 
«o 

II 
r- 
oo 
•» 

«c 

s 

OA 

a 
■• 

B 

tWjnnno}a*»  uoa  Ox 

§ 

a* 

m 
8 

o" 

s 

R 

8 
«i 

S 

B 
°i 
S 

lO* 

<JD 

o 

t^ffimiaotiSs  ox 

-» 

s 

3. 

s. 

§ 
•a 

5 

■i 

r— 

V 

1 

e« 
o 

r~ 

ill 

El* 

| 

Or 

ao  •  — 

*? 

r-t  « 

• 
O 

teas 

■  — *  » 

CI  °  n 
• 

CI 
Cl 

00 

£<J   r.  U 

O  K- 

00 

1 
1 

Cl 

32 

i 

t-t 
t 

00 

■J 

5  b  -M  . 

S 

CO  J" 

00  ^ 

J 

o 

Sal 

2 

4  5«  oo 
00  o> 

■ 

Cl 
■ 

00 

»»  o 

9k  »- 

a- 

00 
• 

Cl 
■ 

• 

< 

■»jiPthtooji8»j  ox 

IS 

ir  ■  H 

CO  c* 

I 

00 
f 

<D 

2  Is 

■ 

9S 

o  n 

1  ^ 

Cl 

l-t 

I 

• 

Cl 

oa  o 

as 

■ 
• 

Cl 

•nm»l  jo  eaouu  t«y>x 

s 

a 

?; 

«i 
ta 

9m 
tt 

-  - 

o 

s 

5 

Sr 

! 

to 

If 

§ 

m 

2 

8 

•» 

I 

n 

8 

O 

TJ«q»1  JO  t»J»  t»V>X 

o  ' 

i 

1 

i 

B 

1 

\ 

mm 

— 

o 

X 

■ 

• 
• 

M 

1 

(  «  ) 


Statement  showing  the  mortgages  of  land  in  several  tahsils 
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«f  Gurgaon  District,  from  July  1877  to  December  1878. 


II 


13 


IS 


Jama  nf  land 
mortgaged. 


2 
■2 

a 

"5 

u 


o 


i 

1 

i 


c 
o 
a 


o 


3,oe«  a,35i 


3,518  I1.7U  16,334 


3.611 


3,194 


2,941  13.630 


15,671 


4,5€3  13,585  17,849 


14,698  43,313  07,81) 


14 


16 


16 


Pkhcentaue  or  auka  Mortgaged. 


fV  A  gricnl- 
turn  It. 


d 

5 

(3 

o 


1-25 


*2 


13 


•87 


»- 


•64 


15 


101 


1< 


L*0M 


Jb  Kcm-Agri- 

cultured.  «««•». 


a 


44 


3-67 


I'9 


2  64 


I 


a 

o 


1-01 


641 


6Cfi 


4-61 


4-8 


3-31 


(3 

o 


113 


6i« 


44V 


6-3 


351 


d 

■8 

d 


C 


a 

o 


167 


«-3 


2-17 


64 


4*41 


17 


J3 

d 

o 


a 

c 


c 
o 

a 

o 
to 

15 

u 

dti 

u 

o 

s 

© 

"3 


IS 


19 


17-9125 


35  1 


21T,l 


66  37 


13037 


4712 


| 

o 

a 

a 

o 

* 


I 
& 

C 

o 

a 


d 

0 
d 

o 

I  • 
d 

e  5 


84567 


31-9 


9-5 


i 

o 

a 
e 
s 

& 

a 

o 

a 


o 

a 


IS  1  3 


4  16  11 


18  11  4 


10-81  11  14  0 


30 


I 

o 

I 

s 
§ 

a 


t 

o 

a 


11  8  10 


4  0  3 


10  8  8 


»  4  o 


6-18  37   1   9  16  3  11 


96 


IS  10  S 


31 


Remarks. 


10  s  8 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    50  ) 

Section  Gl.— From  an  analysis  made  by  Mr.  Wilson  of  the  statistics 

.,  T ...   ..  of  Civil  Litigation  it  appears  that  the  Gurgaon 

Civil  Litigation.  .    .      P  {;«    .  ....  .       .  *  _ 

population  is  among  the  least  litigious  in  the 
Punjab.  Thus  the  figures  for  the  years  1875  and  1876  which  may  be 
considered  average  years  are  as  follows : — 

Number  of  civil  suite  disposed  of  during  the  year  per  10,000  of 

tlie  population. 

1875.  1876. 


In  Gurgaon  41  53 

In  the  whole  Punjab        .  134  140 

If  the  cases  decided  in  the  Settlement  Courts  were  added,  the  figures 
would  not  be  materially  affected ;  and  most  of  the  suits  so  decided 
may  fairly  be  considered  as  extraordinary  litigation  caused  by  the 
settlement  operations. 

The  following  table  gives  statistics  collected  under  my  instructions 
as  to  the  numbers  of  each  of  the  chief  tribes  or  classes  who  were 
respectively  plaintiffs  and  defendants  in  suite  (a)  for  personal  and  house 
property,  (6)  for  revenue-paying  land,  which  were  received  in  the 
record  office  from  the  10th  June  187C  to  15th  June  1877.  These 
figures  include  suits  brought  in  Settlement  Courts.  The  Banias  very 
naturally  figure  most  largely  as  plaintiffs  in  suits  for  personal  and  house 
property,  but  comparatively  rarely  in  suits  for  revenue-paying  land. 
Meos  furnish  a  good  proportion  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants  in  both 
classes  of  cases;  so  also  do  Jats,  Ahirs  and  Brahmins.  Sheikhs  seem 
to  be  very  litigious ;  one  Sheikh  village  is  noted  for  its  .constant 
disputes,  Sujwari  in  tahsfl  Palwal.  Faqfrs  too  seem  to  be  unduly  often 
in  court.  The  number  of  goldsmiths  involved  in  suits  is  not  creditable 
to  the  class.  I  believe  that  weavers  and  some  other  classes  almost 
invariably  settle  all  disputes  among  themselves  by  panchait.  In  going 
over  returns  compiled  from  the  record  office,  I  found  that  while  in  some 
villages  suits  were  numerous,  in  others  the  records  of  litigation  were 
blank :  and  I  have  found  that  in  some  places  the  people  never  resort 
to  our  courts,  but  settle  all  their  disputes  among  themselves  If  I 
remember  aright,  the  large  Meo  village  of  Nai  in  Firozpur  is  thus 
honorably  distinguished : — 
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CLASS. 

Suits  regarding  per* 
so puil  or  house  pro* 
perty,  dfo 

Si, it.*  regarding  reve* 
nne-paying  land*. 

No.  of 
plaintiffs. 

No.  of 
defendants. 

No.  of 
plaintiffs. 

No.  of 
defendant. 

Banias  .. 

«*• 

... 

•  •• 

2  fiftfi 

404 

43 

so 

Meos  ... 

.«• 

•  •• 

•  ■  * 

**t «. 

*>  *.  | 

oil 

Jats 

... 

•  •• 

•  *  • 

1  1  fi 
110 

OH- 

91 ft 

Ahtrs  ... 

... 

«•• 

•  •• 

X  O* 

I0 1 

Owl 

J  oo 

7*. 

rmihmins 

... 

... 

•  •• 

1  01 
1 J 1 

fiq 

197 
1*1 

Hindu  fUjputs 

HI 

•  •■ 

•  • 

oo 

41 

» i 

1 9K 

Gujars... 

m 

•  •• 

*•• 

1  1 
J  1 

1  i  i 

10 
i  .7 

ov 

8heikhs 

... 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

KK 
DO 

Oil 

■1 

Sayada 

M  ■ 

••• 

24 

mm 

19 

11 

Mo?halg 

7 

in 

2 

A 
o 

Pat  bans... 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 

M 

so 

40 

IE 
U 

n 

D 

Beluchia 

.•• 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

10 

1  7 
i  f 

■ 

n 

o 

Butchers 

•  •• 

•  •• 

oo 

72 

SB 

q 

Faqi'ra ... 

••• 

•  •• 

• 

mm 

17 

iSmith  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 

8 

23 

4 

... 

Carpenter 

•  •• 

■  ■• 

8 

36 

22 

••• 

Oilman 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

15 

65 

1 

1 

Weaver 

Ma 

•  •• 

Ml 

3 

19 

2 

*•• 

Bohr  a... 

••• 

•  •  • 

••• 

48 

«•  • 

••• 

•  •• 

Dhusar 

•  *• 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

98 

25 

4 

2 

Goldsmith 

•  •• 

.  .  • 

••• 

45 

63 

1 

1 

Gardener 

•  •  • 

•  •  i 

17 

69 

44 

4 

Salt- worker 

•  *• 

•  ft  • 

5 

40 

III 

1 

K  weeper 

•  •• 

•  ■• 

•  ■  • 

10 

30 

3 

1 

Gorwali 

H« 

•  •• 

•  •• 

6 

32 

7 

41 

Khanrada 

•  •• 

•  •• 

ii . 

8 

33 

7 

77 

Ban  gar 

•  •ft 

■  •  • 

•  •« 

5 

37 

15 

30 

Cbamar 

•  •• 

•  •* 

•  • . 

25 

273 

89 

Barber 

•  •• 

•  •• 

■  •• 

9 

,  66 

2 

Ml 

Bhisbti 

•  •• 

• .  • 

5 

15 

••• 

1 

Distiller 

•  •  • 

•  ■  • 

•  •• 

11 

6 

7 

1 

Potter 

■  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

6 

42 

2 

Shepherd 

•  •• 

•  •• 

... 

6 

26 

1 

Section  62. — I  had  not  prepared  any  notes  on  the  subject  "  crime 

and  police "  the  following  remarks  are  by 
Mr.  Wilson : — 


Crime  and  police. 


Gurgaon,  notwithstanding  its  Minas  and  its  large  population  of 
Meos  and  Gujars  who  are  generally,  but  it  seems  somewhat  unjustly, 
classed  as  criminal  tribes,  is  singularly  free  from  crime.  The  annexed 
statement  taken  from  the  annual  Police  Report  shows  that  as  compared 
with  the  neighbouring  districts  of  the  Punjab,  excluding  those  which  have 
a  large  town  population,  the  amount  of  crime  in  proportion  to  the 
population  is  very  small,  smaller  than  in  any  of  the  other  districts. 

£2 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    52  ) 


Number  of  cognizable  cases  reported  per  10,000  of  population. 


Uurgaon. 

Karnal. 

Ludhiana. 

Rohtak. 

Hissar. 

Sirs*. 

Whole 
Punjab. 

1875 

12 

22 

19 

18 

20 

30 

27 

1876 

12 

20 

18 

19 

20 

30 

28 

1877 

17 

22 

20 

22 

23 

30 

30 

1878 

27 

21 

36 

25 

19 

32 

33 

Average 

17 

21 

23 

21 

21 

31 

30 

The  great  increase  in  crime  in  1878  was  due  to  the  great  distress 
which  prevailed,  and  no  doubt  a  similar  increase  was  noticeable  in  the 
neighbouring  districts,  though  they  did  not  suffer  so  much  from  the 
scarcity.  There  has  been  no  punitive  post  in  the  district  for  the  last 
four  years,  but  the  strong  force  at  Shahjahanpur  Police  station  is  kept 
up  chiefly  to  watch  the  Minas  there. 

Murders  are  very  rare.  The  commonest  crimes  are  simple  theft  and 
house-trespass.  Cattle-thefts  and  crimes  accompanied  with  violence 
are  not  unusually  common.  Even  the  Meos  formerly  noted  for  their 
turbulence  have  become  a  law-abiding  people,  and  although  there  was 
a  notable  increase  in  the  amount  of  crime  during  the  hard  years  of  1877 
and  1878,  during  which  the  scarcity  in  this  district  approached  the 
dimensions  of  a  famine,  yet  not  even  in  such  a  time  did  the  population 
generally  show  a  disposition  to  infringe  the  law.  Upon  the  whole, 
Gurgaon  district,  and  more  particularly  that  part  of  Mewat  which  lies 
within  it,  may  be  taken  as  one  of  the  most  favorable  examples  of  the 
effects  of  British  rule  in  repressing  crimes  against  person  and  property. 

Statistics  of  crime. 

The  following  figures  are  obtained  from  the  annual  Police 
Reports 

Area  in  square  miles  ...       ,..  2,016 

Population.    696,646 


Number  of  criminals  per  10,000  of  population. 


Jat. 

Brah- 
min. 

Ahir. 

Gujar. 

Mco. 

Banya. 

Min a  (besides  con- 
victions  under 
Criminal  Tribes' 
Act). 

1876 

6 

11 

10 

24 

10 

14 

170 

1S77 

14 

11 

16 

22 

21 

32 

370 

1878 

13 

16 

19 

23 

41 

36 

400 

Average... 

11 

12 

16 

23 

27 

27 

280 
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Population. 


Alurs 

Brahmins 

Banyas 

Jats 

Gujars 

Meos 

Minus 


■  •  - 


•  •  • 

••• 


• » • 

•  »• 


70,623 
55,402 
38,214 
75,352 
21,749 
114,693 
896 


The  actual  number  of  convictions  of  the  Minas  is  more  than 
doubled  by  convictions  under  the  Criminal  Tribes'  Act. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that,  while  the  Jats,  Brahmins  and 
Aturs  are  comparatively  law-abiding,  the  Gujars,  Meos  and  Banyas  are 
the  classes  more  addicted  to  crime,  while  the  Minas  far  and  away 
distance  all  the  others  in  this  respect.  If  the  Meos  and  Gujars  are  to 
be  classed  as  criminal  classes,  the  Banyas  should  be  placed  along  with 
them.  Indeed,  except  in  the  year  1 878,  when  Mewat  suffered  most  from 
scarcity,  the  Meos  were  entitled  to  be  classed  among  the  less  criminal 
tribes. 

In  the  old  statistical  Report  of  Gurgaon,  a  statement  is  given 
showing  the  number  of  persons  of  each  tribe  convicted  of  crime  in  the 
5  years  ending  June  1845.  A  complete  comparison  cannot  be  made, 
for,  first,  the  population  was  not  the  same  as  now,  and,  secondly,  many 
acts  are  now  punished  criminally  which  would  then  have  been  let 
pass,  but  roughly  taking  the  population  then  as  four-fifths  of  the 
present  population,  the  comparison  stands  as  follows : — 

Number  of  criminals  per  10,000  of  population. 


Jat. 

Brah- 

Ah£r. 

Oajar 

Meo9. 

Banya. 

Mina. 

min. 

Arerage  of  5  years  ending  1845 

2 

If 

14 

6 

1 

63 

Arerage  of  3  yean  ending  1878  ... 

11 

12 

16 

23 

27 

2T 

280 

If  anything  can  be  inferred  from  this,  it  would  appear  that  the 
Jats-  and  Gujars  are  now  comparatively  less  criminal  than  they  were, 
while  the  Alms  and  Banyas  are  much  more  so. 

The  only  tribe  to  which  the  provisions  of  the  Criminal  Tribes'  Act 
have  been  extended  is  the  Minas,  who  are  found  chiefly  in  the  outlying 
town  of  Shahj^hanpur  which-  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  Alwar 
Territory.  There  are  smaller  bodies  of  them  residing  in  Guraora,  &c. 
They  are  most  incorrigible  robbers,  and  notwithstanding  the  most 
stringent  precautions,  numbers  of  them  manage  to  absent  themselves 
from  their  homes  on  distant  dacoity  expeditions,  chiefly  in  the 
Rajputana  States.  They  are  skilful  in  planning  the  highway  robberies 
in  which  they  most  delight,  and  bold  in  executing  them,  being  generally 
prepared  to  meet  resistance  with  violence.  The  severest  measures 
are  not  sufficient  to  deter  them  from  crime,  and  although  including 
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convictions  under  the  Criminal  Tribes'  Act,  seven  per  cent,  of  them  are 
convicted  in  this,  district  every  year,  they  still  continue  their  old  habits. 
Little  attempt  has  yet  been  made  to  find  employment  for  them,  and 
it  is  difficult  for  them  to  gain  an  honest  livelihood,  as  the  proprietors 
of  Shahjahanpur  are  unwilling  to  give  them  land  to  cultivate. 
Proposals  have  been  made  to  give  them  land  and  establish  them  in 
a  reformatory  village,  or  to  employ  them  in  a  class  regiment.  Their 
fellow  tribesmen  in  Alwar  are  employed  in  military  duties  and  make 
excellent  cultivators.  The  district  is  noted  for  the  number  of  deaths, 
especially  of  women  caused  by  falling  into  wells.  Some  of  these  ate 
probably  enough  suicides.  The  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  for 
the  years  1877  and  1878  were  152  and  275  respectively  ;  and  during 
the  same  years  the  deaths  from  drowning  in  tanks  were  respectively 
35  and  52,  being  chiefly  those  of  children  drowned  while  bathing. 

During  the  hot  weather  it  is  not  uncommon  to  receive  reports  of 
fires  in  villages,  whose  dry  thatched  roofs  quickly  spread  the  con- 
flagration. The  actual  damage  done  is  seldom  very  great,  but  if,  as 
in  the  last  few  years,  the  fire  occur  at  a  time  of  distress  from 
scarcity,  the  misery  of  tho  burned-out  inhabitants  is  greatly  increased 
and  the  village  presents  a  most  desolate  appearance  till  better  times 
come  round. 

At  the  end  of  1878  the  total  Police  Force  in  the  district  amounted 
to  495,  of  which  371  belonged  to  the  District  Imperial  body  and 
124  to  the  Municipal  Police.  This  gives  one  policeman  to  457  square 
miles  or  to  1,579  persons,  tho  average  for  the  Punjab  being  about 
one  policeman  to  900  persons. 

Education  Section  63. — I  am  indebted  for  the  follow- 

ing remarks  on  education  to  Mr.  Wilson  : — 

The  Census  returns  of  18G8  give  the  number  who  could  then  read 
and  write  or  were  under  instruction  as — males  11,220,  females  123, 
total  11,343.  At  the  close  of  the  year  1877-78  the  statistics  were  given 
as  follows : — 


Pupils  on  the  rolls  at  the  close 

Government  Schools. 

Teachers. 

OF  THE 

YEAR. 

Hindus. 

Muham- 
ma«lans. 

Others. 

Total. 

BiRh  Vernacular  School  at 

2 

8 

... 

... 

8 

Gurgnon. 

District  School  at  Rewari 

6 

112 

18 

2 

132 

9  Middle  Class  Schools 

M 

772 

329 

1 

1,103 

45  Lower  Class  Schools 

60 

1,342 

639 

•  •• 

i,shi 

4  Female  Schools 

4 

66 

42 

103 

Grant-in-aid  Schools. 

■ 

Middle  class,  branch  to  District 

2 

69 

16 

1 

85 

School  Kewari. 

6  Lower  School   branches  to 

14 

291 

48 

■  •  • 

339 

District  School  Kewari. 

Total  67  Schools 

123 

2.660 

991 

4 

3,656 
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This  gives  one  Government  School  to  every  30  square  miles,  and 
one  scholar  to  every  200  of  population.  These  figures  compare  favorably 
with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  similarly  situated  districts  of 
this  part  of  the  Punjab,  and  show  that  Gurgaon  is  better  off  for  means 
of  education  and  takes  better  advantage  of  them  than  Karnal,  Rohtak, 
Hissar  or  Sirsa.  The  average  daily  attendance,  however,  at  all  the 
Government  Schools  of  the  district  was,  daring  the  year  1877-78, 
*  only  2,556  out  of  a  population  of  700,000.  The  expenditure  by 
Government  on  education  during  that  year  was — on  Government 
Schools  Rs.  25,158-13-0,  on  Grant-in-aid  Schools  Rs,  2,223-8-0— 
Total  Rs.  27,382-5-0. 

Besides  these  schools,  there  were  49  indigenous  schools,  unaided 
by  Government,  which  were  said  to  have  on  their  rolls  359  Hindu  and 
199  Muhammadan  pupils,  total  558.  This  would  swell  the  total  of 
children  under  instruction  to  4,213,  or  one  in  every  170  of  population. 
Here,  as  elsewhere,  it  is  noticeable  that  the  Hindus  avail  themselves 
more  of  the  means  of  education  than  do  the  Musalmans,  for  while  one  in 
every  159  Hindus  is  at  school,  the  proportion  of  Musalmans  is  one  in 
every  181.  Thp  greatest  apathy  is  observable  among  the  agricultural 
classes  who  pay  the  school  cess  and  the  local  rate,  and  in  many  of  tho 
village  schools  there  is  a  preponderance  of  boys  of  the  trading  classes, 
which  pay  little  towards  this  support,  the  fees  charged  to  such  classes 
being  very  small.  The  teachers  in  the  Lower  Schools  are  not  themselves 
particularly  intelligent  or  well-educated,,  though  in  this  respect  they 
are  gradually  attaining  a  higher  standard.  As  in  other  countries,  the 
i  better  men  are  tempted  to  devote  themselves  more  particularly  to  the 

higher  classes  and  to  forward  the  cleverer  boys  at  the  expense  of  the 
mass  of  ordinary  or  stupider  children.  Female  education  is  only 
nominal. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  these  statistics  with  the  report  on 
education  in  this  district  made  by  Mr.  Fraser,  Collector  in  1846,  or 
32  years  before.  It  seems  that  in  those  days  little  pecuniary  aid  was 
given  by  Government,  and  the  scIiodIs  were  all  of  the  type  now  termed 
"  indigenous."  There  were  in  all  100  such  schools,  in  50  of  which 
Hindi  wa3  taught  and  in  50  Urdu.  The  following  comparative  state- 
ment gives  the  statistics  in  juxtaposition  : — 


In  1846. 

In  1878. 

Increase. 

Number  of  schools 

•  •  • 

100 

116 

16 

Number  of  teachers 

•  *  • 

104 

172 

68 

Number  of  scholare  under  instruction 

1,309 

4,213 

2,904 

Although  the  increase  in  the  actual  number  receiving  instruction 
is  not  so  great  as  might  have  been  expected  from  tho  great  increase  of 
expenditure  on  education,  no  doubt  the  quality  of  the  instruction 
given  even  in  the  Lower  Schools,  which  alone  can  be  compared  with 
the  old  indigenous  schools,  is  very  much  better,  and  the  advance, 
though  slow,  is  a  real  one. 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    56  ) 


Section  64-.— Rewari,  the  head-quarters  of  the  tahsfl  of  that  name, 

and  a  municipality  of  the  third  class,  of  which 
Be^iri™8  nCt   the  income  in  1878-79  was  Rs.  32,736,  stands 

foremost  among  the  towns  of  the  district,  with 
a  population,  according  to  the  Municipal  Census  taken  in  1875,  of 
25,190  persons.  The  city  is  of  considerable  antiquity ;  tradition 
ascribes  its  foundation  to  a  Raja  Reo,  who  named  it  after  his  daughter 
Rewati,  but  no  further  particulars  about  this  Raja  are  forthcoming. 
The  original  site  was  some  distance  to  the  east  of  the  present  city  ;  it 
is  still  known  as  Bur  Rewari.  Rewari  is  now  a  flourishing  commer- 
cial town  with  a  line  wide  well-paved  bazar  constructed  under  the 
order  of  Colonel  (Jripps,  Deputy  Commissioner  in  1 8G4.  It  has  been, 
and  still  is,  a  centre  and  depot  of  the  trade  with  Rajput&na,  but  the 
Rajputana  State  Railway  will  probably  eventually  injure  its  commerce 
by  abolishing  the  necessity  of  any  such  depot  between  Delhi  and 
the  Rajputana  marts  ;  hitherto  the  trade  does  not  seem  to  have  suffered 
much.  The  chief  industry  of  the  town  is  the  manufacture  of  vessels  of 
mixed  metal. 

There  is  a  very  fine  tank  to  the  south-weat  of  the  town  constructed 
by  Rao  Tej  Singh  of  the  Alnr  family ;  a  fine  temple  of  the  Saraogis 
with  a  high  tower  is  a  prominent  object  in  any  view  of  the  town  ; 
and  there  is  an  ancient  shrine  known  as  that  of  Sayad  Ibrahim 
Sahib,  Barah  Hazari.  Sayad  Ibrahim  is  said  to  have  been  a  Muham- 
madau  leader  in  the  time  of  Mahmud  of  Ghazni ;  after  a  successful 
engagement  with  a  Raja  Dand  Pal,  who  possessed  a  strong  Fort  at  Khol, 
13  miles  west  of  Rewari,  he  established  himself  here,  but  was  afterwards 
defeated  and  slain  by  Raja  Anang  Pal.  The  revenue  of  a  small  village 
is  assigned  for  the  maintenance  of  this  shrine. 

A  Board  of  Honorary  Magistrates  sits  at  Rewari. 

Section  Co.— The  second  town  in  amount  of  population  is  Palwal, 

inhabited,  according  to  the  Census  of  1875,  by 
'  13,54-2  persons.    It  is  a  municipality  of  the 

third  class,  of  which  the  income  in  1878-79  was  Rs.  7,296.  It  is  situ- 
ated on  a  high  mound  formed  of  the  debris  of  former  habitations ;  on 
a  well  being  dug  through  this  mound,  the  remains  of  an  ancient  city 
were  found  some  50  feet  below  the  present  surface.  Bricks  of  large 
dimensions,  17  inches  X  11  inches  x  3  inches,  and  weighing  ten  seers, 
are  often  dug  out.  The  Pandits  profess  to  identify  Palwal  with  a 
place  named  in  the  Mahabharata,  and  tradition  associates  with  the  same 
time  the  high  mound  of  the  old  site  of  Aharwan,  a  village  a  few 
miles  to  the  south-west. 

The  town  is  not  at  present  of  any  special  importance,  but  in  the 
centre  of  a  fair  agricultural  trade.  It  contains  a  large  proportion  of 
brick-buildings,  especially  in  the  quarter  occupied  by  the  Kanungo 
family  :  close  to  the  town  is  an  elegant  little  shrine  of  red  sandstone, 
said  to  have  been  built  by  a  Faqfr  from  a  toll  of  one  stone  per  cart,  as 
the  materials  for  one  of  the  Delhi  palaces  were  being  conveyed  along 
the  road  from  Agra. 
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Section  66  —  Farakhnagar,  with  a  population  of  10,611,  stands 

third  in  order  among  the  towns  :  it  is  a  muni- 
Farakhnagar.  cipality   of  the   third  class ;  the  municipal 

income  in  1878-79  was  Rs.  7,683.  It  was  founded  by  the  Biluch 
Faujdar  Khan  mentioned  in  para.  27.  The  bazars  are  poor,  but 
the  palace  of  the  former  Nawab,  now  used  as  a  police  station,  school  and 
rest-house,  is  worth  a  visit.  It  was  built  by  Faujdar  Khan,  who  also  built 
the  unbattlemented  portion  of  the  town  wall  ;  the  battlemented  portion 
was  constructed  by  the  Jats  of  Bhartpur,  while  they  held  Farakhnagar, 
as  noticed  in  para.  27.  A  lively  trade  is  carried  on  in  the  salt  manu- 
factured in  the  neighbouring  villages. 

Section  67. — Firozpur  is  also  a  municipality  of  the  third  class ; 

the  municipal  income  in  1878-79  was  Rs.  6,409  ; 
Firoxpur-  the  population  numbers  10,580.    It  is  a  walled 

town,  with  fairly  good  bazars  and  a  considerable  local  trade,  especially 
in  cotton ;  the  cotton  of  Firozpur  is  in  good  repute  for  quality. 
The  extension  of  the  Rajputana  State  Railway  to  Alwar,  and  the 
improvement  in  the  administration  of  that  State  during  the  last  few 
years,  have  to  some  extent  unfavorably  affected  the  Firozpur  trade, 
by  increasing  the  advantages  of  the  rival  market  of  the  city  of  Alwar. 
North  of  the  town  are  the  ruins  of  a  former  town  Dund  Firozpur, 
including  several  tombs  and  shrines  ;  and  a  couple  of  miles  to  the  west 
of  the  town  the  road  runs  through  a  picturesque  pass  in  the  hills ; 
the  scenery,  although  on  a  small  scale,  is  very  fine,  the  hill  sides  rising 
abruptly  from  a  narrow  gorge,  through  which  runs  a  brook  fed  by  a 
perennial  spring.    Babar  in  bis  autobiography  notes  that  he  made 
a  special  excursion  to  visit  this  pass,  the  praises  of  which  he  had  heard. 
He  ordered  the  construction  at  the  mouth  of  the  pass  of  a  reservoir 
of  hewn  stone,  but  no  traces  of  this  now  remain.    This  stream  is  called 
the  Jhir  or  spring,  and  the  town  is  ordinarily  known  as  Firozpur 
Jhirka.    Iron  is  found  in  the  neighbouring  hills ;  and  under  the  Nawabs 
of  Firozpur  there  were  several  smelting  furnaces  in  the  town.  But 
with  the  rise  in  the  price  of  charcoal  caused  by  the  denudation 
of  the  hills  this  industry  has  ceased  to  be  remunerative,  and  has 
died  out. 

Section  68. — Nuh  is  a  small  town  of  4,575  inhabitants  according 

to  the  Census  of  1808.    Until  the  time  of  Rao 

'  Bahadar  Singh  of  Ghasera,  noticed  in  para.  2(5, 

it  was  a  mere  village.  It  is  now  a  place  of  some  little  importance,  as 
the  centre  of  the  trade  in  the  Salambha  salt  manufactured  in  the 
surrounding  villages.  It  is,  however,  extremely  unhealthy,  owing  to 
the  frequent  inundations  of  the  low-lying  country  in  which  it  is  situated, 
and  should  the  salt  trade  decay,  it  would  probably  again  sink  to  its 
former  state.  Being  built  on  a  mound,  its  external  appearance  impresses 
one  favorably,  but  on  entering  it  the  streets  are  found  to  be  narrow, 
and  the  whole  look  of  the  place  poor.  There  are  a  fine  tank  and  a  chathri 
to  the  west  of  the  town  built  a  few  years  ago  by  one  of  the  resident 
merchants,  named  Hukum  Chand. 
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Section  69.— Other  towns  of  the  district  are  the  following  :— 

Sohna.— Population  7,507  ;  in  tahsil  Gurgaon,  This  is  a  thriving- 

place  with  a  fair  amount  of  local  trade.    It  ia 
Other  towns.  noted  for  the  hot  sulphur  springs  referred  to 

in  para.  21 ;  near  the  town  are  situated  many  old  mosques  and  tombs 
attributed  to  the  Kumbohs  and  Khanzadas,  who  preceded  the  present 
Rajput  residents,  and  on  the  hill  range  which  overhangs  the  town  is 
an  old  unfinished  fort  made  in  the  days  of  Bhartpur  aggression,  when 
Suraj  Mai  killed  Rao  Bahadar  Singh  of  Ghaseva.  It  was  not  completed 
when  the  English  rule  brought  peace :  in  1857  it  was  again  garrisoued 
by  the  Rajputs  as  a  defence  against  the  Meos.  There  is  a  mosque 
of  some  antiquity  in  the  town  which  deserves  a  visit. 

Bdihhahpiir,  in  tahsil  Gurgaon,  population  4,793,  has  a  small 
local  trade.  Its  original  name  was  Dahana;  formerly  it  was  a  hunting 
box  for  the  Delhi  Princes  ;  it  contains  an  old  fort. 

Baliora,  in  tahsil  Gurgaon,  population  3,742,  is  another  small 
trade  centre,  but  calls  for  no  special  notice. 

Five  other  places  in  tahsil  Gurgaon  have  a  population  exceeding 
2,000,  namely,  Mubarak  pur,  population  4,214 ;  Jharsa,  population  2,850  ; 
Dhankot,  population  2,G2G ;  Hidyatpur  Chaoni,  where  the  civil  station 
is  situated,  population  2,G43  ;  and  Garhi  Harsaru,  population  2,522. 

In  the  Rcwari  tahsil  the  places,  with  a  population  of  more  than 
2,000  inhabitants,  besides  the  town  of  Rewa>i,  are  :  Shahjahanpur,  popu- 
lation 4,448,  the  small  town  so  noted  for  its  predatory  Meena  inhabi- 
tants ;  Guraora,  population  2,705  ;  Bharawa.%  population  2,531 ;  Gokal- 
garh,  population  2,153  ;  and  Dharuhera,  population  2,042. 

In  the  Palwal  tahsil  there  are— Hodal,  population  7,032,  a  small 
town  with  a  fair  amount  of  trade,  and  containing  a  fine  tank :  Hasan- 
pur,  population  3,843,  favorably  situated  close  to  a  ferry  over  the 
Jumna :  Alawalpur,  population  3,783 :  Bhiduki,  population  3,760 : 
Banchari,  population  3,191:  Sundhad,  population  3,372:  Chandhat, 
population  3,019:  Aurangabad,  population  2,725:  Janauli,  population 
2,726  :  Pirthala,  population  2,453 :  Solara,  population  2,369  :  Dighaut, 
population  2,35!) :  Dhatir,  population  2,282  :  Ghori,  population  2,265  : 
Banswa,  population  2,240  :  Kambi,  populatiou  2,142:  Seoli,  population 
2.0G2  :  and  Alika,  population  2,057  :  most  of  these  are  merely  largo  Jat 
villages. 

In  Nuh  Tahsil  the  places  containing  over  2,000  inhabitants  are — 
Hattn,  population  4,214,  a  small  market  town  with  a  little  local  trade: 
Malab,  population  4,045  :  Ujina,  population  3,006  :  Ghasera,  population 
2,929  :  Bahiu,  population  2,832  :  Mandkola,  population  2,696  :  Indri, 
population  2,675  :  Akaira,  population  2,489  :  Manpur,  population  2,445  : 
Ijtawar,  population  2,222  :  and  Gahlab,  population  2,085. 

Taoru,  population  1,986,  was  formerly  a  place  of  some  importance, 
but  was  plundered  by  the  Meos  in  the  great  chalisa  famine  and  lay 
waste  for  fifteen  years.   It  has  never  recovered  this  disaster,  and  was 
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again  plundered  in  1857.  Its  situation  is  very  healthy  and  pleasant 
and  a  rest-house  near  it  is  a  favorite  resort  for  tho  civil  officers  of  the 
district. 

In  Firozpur  Tahsil  there  are — Sakras,  population  3,690,  a  large  Meo 
village  which  formerly  paid  an  assessment  of  over  Rs.  11,000  :  Nagina, 
population  3,086 :  and  Punahana,  population  2,855,  both  ranking  as  small 
towns :  Singa>,  population  3.09G  :  Piuangw&n,  population  2,599,  a  ruined 
town  with  a  large  number  of  well-built  houses  now  gradually  falling  into 
decay:  Bichaur,  population  2,774  :  Doha,  population  2,328:  Agaun,  popu- 
lation 2,114  :  and  ISisru,  population  2,106. 

Section  70. — The  villages  are  often  situated  on  mounds  formed  of 
„_  the  debris  of  former  habitations,  and  generally 

ofTEe  X™  COnsist  °f  a  collection  of  Ema11  one-storied 

thatched  houses,  constructed  of  rough  stone  near 

the  hills,  where  stone  is  easily  obtainable,  and  elsewhere  of  mud,  each 
with  a  doorway  opening  on  the.  narrow,  dirt}*,  crooked  lanes,  which 
traverse  the  village.  On  entering  there  is  ordinarily  found  a  small  court- 
yard with  a  place  for  the  cattle  on  the  one  side,  and  on  the  other  side  the 
dwelling  house.  The  furniture  is  always  of  the  very  simplest  descrip- 
tion. The  Meo  villages  are  ordinarily  very  small,  and  it  is  rare  to  find 
in  them  well-built  houses  of  stone  or  brick,  but  many  of  the  Jat  villages 
are  of  considerable  size  and  contain  well-built  and  substantial  dwellings, 
In  every  village  there  is  at  least  one  chaupal  or  meeting  place,  and  in 
some  villages  each  sub-division  or  patti  has  its.  own  chaupal.  This  is 
ordinarily  a  raised  platform,  approached  by  steps ;  at  one  end  there  is  a 
space  covered  in  with  arches,  and  here,  when  not  working,  the  men  sit, 
smoke  and  chat;  and  here  too  travellers  are  lodged.  Outside  and 
immediately  around  the  village  are  a  number  of  small  enclosures,  where 
cattle  are  tied,  fodder  stored  and  the  manufacture  of  cowduug  cakes 
pursued  by  the  women.  There  will  also  be  a  village  threshing-floor,  some 
waste  ground  for  the  cattle  to  stand  on,  and  a  village  tank,  occasionally 
but  not  ofteu  of  masonry.  Peacocks  are  common  near  the  Hindu 
villages ;  in  the  Palwal  tahsil  a  troop  of  monkeys  may  sometimes  be  seen, 
and  where  Chamars  are  numerous,  herds  of  filthy  pigs.  A  visitor  to  a 
Meo  village,  especially  in  tho  south  of  the  district,  will  probably  be  met 
by  the  women  headed  by  one  of  the  number  with  a  water  pot  on  her 
head,  and  all  joining  in  a  song.  This  custom  is  known  as  the  "kalas," 
and  is  common  in  Alwar,  and,  I  believe,  elsewhere  in  Rajputana.  There 
are  many  old  and  abandoned  village  sites  close  to  the  hills;  formerly  tho 
facilities  for  defence  and  escape,  which  the  old  sites  afforded,  more  than 
compensated  for  the  difficulties  in  getting  water  generally  experienced 
in  such  localities.  Some  of  these  old  villages  bore  a  very  bad 
reputation  for  turbulence  and  robbery,  and  the  inhabitants  were  some- 
times ordered  by  some  of  the  early  collectors  to  give  up  their  hill  retreats 
and  settle  in  the  plain;  thus  Rojhka  Gujar  in  the  Gurgaon  tahsil 
was  deserted  by  order  of  Mr.  Cavendish,  who  had  the  site  ploughed 
over  with  a  donkey  plough,  thus  rendering  it  dishonoured  and  defiled. 
It  is  said  that  afterwards  he  wished  the  people  to  resettle,  and  so, 
according  to  the  custom  in  such  cases,  had  the  land  gone  over  with  an 
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elephant  plough,  but  the  old  site  is  still  deserted,  and  the  descendants 
of  the  former  inhabitants  now  occupy  several  villages  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill. 


Section  71. — Among  the  Jats  the  men  ordinarily  wear  trousers 

(pajamas),  a  quilted  jacket  (marzai),  and  a 

L     VIUU1CS     »UU  Uin»- 

meats. 


Their  clothes  and  orna-    turbaQ  .  ^  trouaerg  ^  jacket  are  very  com- 


monly  made  of  a  green  clotb.  Meos  and  the 
poorer  classes  generally  wear  only  a  pagri  or  narrow  strip  wound  round 
the  head,  a  dhoti  or  waist  cloth,  and  a  chaddar  or  sheet  thrown  over  the 
body;  women  wear  a  petticoat,  or  among  the  good  Muhammadans", 
trousers  ;  a  bodice  covering  the  breasts,  but  cut  rather  low  in  the  centre, 
displaying  tattooed  representations  of  what  are  supposed  to  be  peacocks  ; 
and  a  sheet  or  chaddar.  In  Palwal  it  is  fashionable  to  have  the  chaddar 
covered  with  small  round  pieces  of  glass,  about  the  size  of  a  watch  glass. 
Very  young  children  of  both  sexes  run  about  naked ;  as  they  grow  bigger 
the  boy  gets  provided  with  a  waist  cloth,  and  the  girl  with  pajamas  or  a 
petticoat;  afterwards  the  boy  gets  a  pagri  and  the  girl  a  chaddar;  and 
finally  the  chaddar  and  the  bodice  complete  their  respective  costumes. 

I  do  not  know  that  the  ornaments  worn  are  in  any  way  distinctive  ; 
but  the  following  fact  is  perhaps  worth  noting.  Some  Hindus  have 
their  front  upper  teeth  pierced,  and  little  spikes  of  gold  inserted ;  so 
that,  when  they  are  dying,  there  may  be  no  difficulty  in  carrying  out 
the  custom  of  placing  in  the  mouth,  gold,  Ganges  water  and  a  sprig  of 
the  Tulsi  plant.  For  a  man  with  gold  in  his  mouth  to  lie  is  held  to  be  a 
very  great  sin, — a  fact  of  which  I  have  sometimes  had  to  remind  men, 
when  they  were  describing  to  me  the  resources  of  their  villages. 

Section  72. — I  do  not  remember  ever  seeing  games  played  by  any 

but  the  children  :  I  made  no  notes  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  Mr.  Wilson  has  noted  the  following 
games : — 

Bhaddu. — A  sort  of  prisoner's  base. 

Pag  phdya  or  Patak  dliara.—A  game  at  ball  catching. 

Nuna  Shikari  or  Nunkydn,  i.  e.,  Salt  hunting  or  salt  pans. — In 
this  the  boys  play  at  being  salt  thieves  and  customs  patrols. 

Kanch  Kudhi.— Guessing  the  whereabouts  of  a  hidden  kauri  with 
forfeits :  and  some  others. 

Section  73. — There  is  a  large  and  important  manufacture  of  hard- 
ware at  Rewari ;  shoes  are  made  to  some  extent 
an  ac  urea.  ftt  .  g]a88  bangles  are  manufactured  at 

Sohna,  Basai  Meo  in  Firozpur  and  Rangala  in  Nub  ;  iron  vessels  are 
made  at  Darapur  and  Tankri  in  Rewari,  and  there  are  the  usual  manu- 
factures of  coarse  cotton  cloth  and  rough  blankets  ;  but  none  of  these 
industries,  except  the  hardware  manufacture  of  Rewari,  are  of  any 
importance.   The  most  important  industry  in  the  district,  after  that  of 
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agriculture,  is  the  manufacture  of  salt  by  the  evaporation  of  brine  raised 
from  wells  ;  this  is  carried  on  in  two  clusters  of  villages,  the  one  near 
Nuh  and  the  other  near  Farakhnagar.  The  process  of  manufacture  is 
described  at  length  in  the  Gurgaon  Gazetteer,  and  I  therefore  omit  it. 
The  assessment  of  the  Hakimi  cess  is  referred  to  later  in  the  report. 

Section  74. —The  ordinary  land  measure  of  the  district,  and  that 

in  which  the  settlement  measurements  were 
w»S£r  wt,ehtB*nd  me*   conducted,  is  the  bigha,  with  its  sub-divisions 

of  biswas  and  biswansis. 

20  bisw&nsfs  equal  one  biswa. 
20  biswas  equal  one  bigha. 

The  bigha  is  a  square  chain  (jarib);  the  chain  being  divided  into 
twenty  gathas  of  S\  English  feet  each.  Thus  the  chain  is  55  yards  ik 
length,  and  the  bigha  equals  3,025  square  yards,  that  is,  one  hundred 
square  poles  or  §  of  an  acre.  In  part  of  the  district  (  writing  from 
memory,  I  think  chiefly  in  Gurgaon  aud  Palwal )  there  is  also  a  kacha 
bigha  to  which  the  people  frequently  refer ;  it  is  measured  thus :  two 
steps  (  kadam  )  equal  one  dag ;  20  dags  make  a  chain,  and  the  square- 
chain  is  a  bigha,  the  dag  is  about  a  yard  and  a  half,  so  that  the  chain 
may  be  reckoned  at  thirty  yards  and  the  kacha  biga  at  900  square 
yards.  But  as  is  usual  with  these  rough  measures,  the  measure  is  far 
from  accurately  fixed  ;  all  depends  upon  the  length  of  the  kadam  ;  and 
in  general  calculation  the  kacha  bigha  is  reckoned  at  one-third  the 
regular  bigha.  In  Rewari  there  is  a  suti  jarib  of  eighteen  gathas,  now 
falling  into  disuse  ;  and  in  Fi'rozpur  the  old  measure  was  a  jeori  or  rope 
of  eighty  cubits  (haths).  This  last  is,  I  believe,  the  measure  still  used 
in  Bhartpur.  The  ordinary  measures  of  weight  are  the  standard  maund 
and  its  sub-divisions ;  but  in  Firozpur  reference  is  sometimes  made  to 
a  kacha  maund  of  eighteen  seers  ;  and  in  the  salt  trade  the  usual  measure 
is  the  palla  or  3f  maunds,  five  seers  make  one  dhari.  Mr.  Wilson 
writes  :  "  the  salt  traders  take  nine  dhari  as  a  maund  of  moist  salt,  and 
81  dhari  as  a  maund  of  dry  salt." 

Section  75. — Dispeusaries  exist  at  the  civil  station,  at  Farakhnagar, 
Practice  of  medicine         Rewari,  Palwal  and  Firozpur.    I  always  under- 
*°  1C0  0        1  stood  that  the  Rew&ri  Dispensary  was  especially 

popular.  Among  the  general  agricultural  population,  there  can  hardly 
be  said  to  be  any  practice  of  medicine.  For  fever,  which  is  the  most 
prevalent  form  of  illness,  a  mixture  of  buttermilk  with  flour  and  water 
is  drunk,  or  sometimes  the  more  rigorous  course  of  a  hard  turn  at  the 
plough,  so  as  to  induce  perspiration,  is  followed.  For  a  scorpion  bite 
you  may  choose  among  the  following  prescriptions ;  rub  the  place  with 
the  root  of  a  certain  onion-like  plant ;  apply  the  ashes  of  the  scorpion 
or  the  dirt  from  a  cow's  ear  or  hare  droppings  ;  or  cook  the  scorpion  in 
ghi  and  rub  it  on  the  bite.  I  had  noted  somewhat  similar  recipes  for 
bites  from  a  snake  or  a  mad  dog ;  but  the  above  will  suffice  to  show  the 
character  of  the  ordinary  remedies  applied  in  the  villages.  In  the  towns 
hakims  are  met  with,  who  generally  practice  the  Yunini  system  of 
medicine. 
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Section  76.— The  Gurgaon  district  is  singularly  wanting  in  Native 
Chief  families  gentlemen  of  influence;  the  causes  of  this  are 

to  be  found  in  the  former  general  resumption 
of  revenue-free  tenures  and  the  levelling  influences  of  the  heavy 
settlement  before  1838  and  18+2.  Muhammed  Surrajuddin  Haidar,  the 
Istimrardar  of  Farakhnagar  and  Siwari,  is  an  Honorary  Magistrate  and 
Sub- Registrar.  His  father  Captain  Tafazzul  Husain  belonged  to  an 
old  and  respectable  family  of  Muftis  at  Rew6ri,  and  was  granted  the 
villages  of  Farakhnagar  and  Siwari  on  an  istimrar  tenure  on  account 
of  his  notable  services  at  Nagpur  during  the  mutiny.  Other  leading 
families  are  the  Rajput  Chaudris  of  Hattin  in  Nuh  tahsfl,  represented 
by  Hanwant  Sin^h  and  Mahtab  Singh  ;  the  Rajput  Chaudris  of  Bahora, 
now  represented  by  a  minor,  Manphul ;  the  Kazi  Jagirdars  ofTaoru; 
the  Sayad  Jagirdars  of  Turkiawas,  in  Rewari ;  the  Sayads  of  Rasulpur 
in  Palwal,  who  did  good  service  in  the  mutiny ;  the  Ahir  family  of 
Rewari  now  represented  by  Rao  Judhistar  Singh  and  Lall  Singh  with 
its  branches  at  Dharuhera,  Asiaki  and  Nangal-Pathani ;  and  the  Ahir 
Chaudris  of  Bharawas  and  Saharanwas.  Raja  Fatteh  Khan  istimrardar 
of  Dhamlaka  in  Rewari ;  #Qazi  Mazhnr-ud-din  of  Rewari ;  Chaudhri 
Mehtab  Khan  of  Sakras ;  and  Nawab  Abdul  Satar  Khan,  a  relation  of  the 
former  Nawab  of  Farakhnagar,  may  also  be  noticed.  There  are  very 
respectable  Kanungo  families  seated  at  Palwal  and  Sohna,  members  of 
which  occupy  various  grades  in  the  public  service,  and  among  the 
merchants  of  Rewari,  Khuswakt  Rai,  Sio  JS'arain  and  the  family  of 
Ganpat  Ram,  hold  a  prominent  position. 


CHAPTER  IV.— The  Produce  of  the  District. 

Section  77. — I  now  proceed  to  give  some  account  of  the  agricul- 

tural  produce  of  the  district,  noting  the  areas 
pr^c°ent      aencultural    found  under  each  of  the  chief  crops  at  the 

settlement  measurements,  and  the  estimate 
framed  by  me  of  the  produce  for  the  purposes  of  assessment.  I  take  the 
figures  from  the  Forms  D  which  accompanied  the  Revenue  Rate 
sjleports  ;  the  slight  corrections  afterwards  made  in  the  areas  do  not  affect 
the  result  to  any  perceptible  extent,  and  1  have  no  estimates  of  yield 
corresponding  to  the  amended  figures. 

Section  78. — Cotton. — The  area  found  under  cotton  at  the  settle- 
ment measurements  was  70,341  acres ;  of  this 
0  on*  some  72,000  acres  belonged  in  nearly  equal 

shares  to  the  Palwal,  Firozpur  and  Nuh  tahsils ;  very  little  cottou  is 
grown  in  Rewari  or  in  Gurgaon,  except  towards  Sohna  and  Sailani  on 
the  borders  of  Nuh.  The  cotton  of  the  Firozpur  valley  is  esteemed  the 
best.  My  estimates  of  the  yield  of  uncleaned  cotton  per  acre  varied 
in  different  circles  from  3 1  to  6 \  maunds  :  and  amounted  in  the  whole 
district  to  374,840  maunds,  an  average  of  about  4  maunds  36  seers  pef 
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acre :  the  yield  of  cleaned  cotton  is  ordinarily  reckoned  one-third  of  that 
■of  the  uncleaned. 

Cotton  is  sown  in  the  end  of  Chait,  March-April,  or  in  Baisakh, 
April-May,  on  wells,  or  where  there  are  other  means  of  irrigation  ;  and  on 
rain  lands  in  Asarh,  June-July,  as  soon  as  the  first  rain  falls.  The  land 
is  generally  ploughed  three  or  four  times,  commencing  in  Magh,  January- 
February  ;  the  seed  is  sown  broad-cast,  having  been  first  rolled  in  cow- 
tiung,  so  as  to  separate  the  individual  seeds  ;  about  eight  seers  go  to  the 
acre.  Cotton  sown  on  wells  has  to  be  watered  every  fifteen  or  twenty 
days  until  rain  falls:  weeding  is  needed  three  or  lour  times;  ten 
labourers  will  weed  half  a  bigha  in  a  day  for  a  rupee.  The  early 
sown  cotton  begins  to  bear  in  Bhadon,  August-September,  and  the  later 
sown  in  Katak,  October- November  ;  the  plants  continue  to  bear  until 
they  are  killed  off  by  frost;  and  the  great  advantage  gained  by  sowing 
early  cotton  is  that  it  generally  brings  out  all  its  pods  before  the  frost 
comes. 

If  there  is  too  much  rain,  or  if,  as  in  1877,  too  much  hot  westerly 
wind,  the  pods  are  not  formed. 

At  the  time  of  the  settlement  most  of  the  cotton  grown  was  sown 
on  rain  lands  ;  but  no  doubt  the  Agra  Canal  will  cause  a  great  extension 
of  the  cultivation  of  early  cotton  in  Palwal  and  the  adjoining  parts  of  Nuh 
and  Firozpur  ;*  and  both  the  area  under  cotton  and  the  average  produce 
will  from  this  cause  tend  to  increase.  On  the  other  haud.  years  in 
which  the  rains  begin  late  will  ordinarily  be  marked  by  a  great  falling 
off  in  the  area  under  barani  cotton ;  and  when  the  rains  are  late  or  the 
frosts  early,  the  out-turn  will  be  affected.  Only  one  kind  of  cotton  is 
grown  in  the  district ;  it  is  the  ordinary  native  kind.  I  do  not  remember 
-ever  seeing  the  plants  allowed  to  stand  for  a  second  year. 

Section  79.— Wheat— The  areas  under 
wheat  according  to  the  Statements  D  above 
mentioned  are : — 

Chahi  ...    11,578  acres. 

Dahri  ...    32,940  „ 

Barani  ...    20,4G9  „ 


Total        ...  64,987 


In  addition  to  this,  19,123  acres  were  found  under  wheat  mixed 
with  gram,  and  2,558  acres  under  wheat  mixed  with  barley.  Gurgaon  is 
not  distinctively  a  wheat  growing  district;  the  total  area  cropped  with 
wheat,  either  alone  or  mixed,  amounted  to  only  some  8£  per  cent,  of  the 
total  area  under  crop  ;  probably  the  Agra  Canal  will  cause  a  consider- 
able extension  of  its  cultivation. *f*  Taking  the  tahsfls  in  order,  in 
Gurgaon  wheat  is  mainly  grown  on  the  flooded  lands  near  the  Najaf- 
garh  jhfl,  and  on  those  in  the  Sailani  and  Bahora  circles ;  in  Rewari 

♦  Tbc  area  under  cotton  irrigated  from  the  Agra  Canal  in  1878-79  was  7,896  acres, 
t  The  area  under  wheat  irrigated  from  the  Agra  Canal  in  1878-79  was  6,476 
besides  983  acres  under  wheat  mixed  with  baxlej  or  gram. 
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it  is  almost  entirely  a  chahi  crop,  and  is  found  chiefly  iu  the  Magda 
Salt  and  Sahibi  circles ;  the  sandy  soils  which  prevail  over  the  greater 
part  of  Gurgaon  and  Rewari  are  ordinarily  too  poor  for  wheat ;  in  Nuh 
not  much  wheat  is  grown  in  the  Taoru  and  Bangar  circles  ;  but  the 
low-lying  Dahar  circle  with  its  strong  soil  and  abundance  of  water 
contained  at  the  settlement  measurements,  one-third  of  the  total  area 
under  wheat  in  the  district ;  in  Palwal,  wheat  and  barley  are  grown 
in  fairly  equal  proportions  on  the  well-lands,  and  wheat  is  the  distinc-  ^ 
tive  spring  crop  of  the  khadir  soils :  in  Firozpur  the  Chiknot  circle  with 
its  heavy  black  soil  shows  like  the  neighbouring  tract  in  Nuh  a  large 
area  under  wheat,  but  in  the  other  circles  barley  predominates.  In 
short,  where  natural  irrigation  is  abundant  and  the  soil  contains  a  large 
proportion  of  clay,  there  wheat  is  the  favourite  grain  ;  elsewhere 
the  preference  is  given  to  barley,  which  can  do  better   on  the 
lighter   soils  and  requires  less   manure  and   less   irrigation.  My 
estimates  of  yield  per  acre  varied  from  9  maunds  to  16£  maunds 
on  well  lands,  from  6  to  11  maunds  on  Dahri  lands,  and  from  4 
to  8  maunds  on  barani  lands :  I   estimated    the   total  yield  of 
chahi  wheat  at  141,191  maunds  being  an  average  of  about  12  maunds 
8  se'rs  per  acre ;  that  of  dahri  wheat  at  329,733  maunds  or  an  average 
of  about  10  maunds  per  acre ;  and  that  of  barani  wheat  at  142,583 
maunds,  or  an  average  of  a  little  under  7  maunds  per  acre.  To  this  may 
bo  added  the  estimated  produce  of  wheat  with  barley,  23,797  maunds 
averaging  about  9  maunds  12  se'rs  per  acre,  and  162,817  maunds  of 
mixed  wheat  and  gram  averaging  about  8  J  maunds  per  acre  ;  wheat  and 
barley  mixed  are  more  commonly  sown  on  well  lands  than  wheat  and  > 
gram,  and  hence  the  average  produce  per  acre  is  larger:  total  613,507 
maunds  unmixed  wheat  and  186.614  maunds  mixed  with  gram  or 
barley.    In  years  of  at  all  deficient  rain-fall,  the  production  of  wheat 
will  be  especially  liable  to  contract,  except  on  lands  protected  by  artifi- 
cial irrigation ;  and  even  on  the  well  lands,  I  expect  that  the  tendency 
under  such  circumstances  would  be  to  supplant  wheat  by  barley,  as  the 
latter  requires  fewer  waterings.    For  wheat  the  land  ought  to  be 
ploughed  five  or  six  times  ;  the  seed  is  sown  with  a  drill  in  November 
or  beginning  of  December;  1  mauud  to  the  acre,  1  maund  8  seVs  on 
chahi  land.    If  the  rainy  season  has  been  a  good  one,  wheat  on  chahi 
land  is  sown  without  further  irrigation,  otherwise  the  land  is  given  one 
watering  (  paleo )  and  ploughed  over  two  or  three  times,  and  then  the 
seed  is  sown.  The  crop  is  then  watered  every  twenty  days  or  so,  getting 
some  three  to  five  waterings  according  to  the  character  of  the  winter 
rains  ;  it  is  sometimes,  but  not  generally,  weeded  once  ;  and  is  reaped 
in  the  beginning  of  Baisakh,  i.     about  the  middle  of  April 

Section  80.— Barley*— The  areas  under 
Bar ler'  barley,  according  to  the  Statements  D,  were— 

Chahi  53,629  Acres. 

Dahri  ...    11,023  „ 

Barani  ...    41,657  „ 

*  The  nrea  under  barley  irrigated  from  the  Agra  Canal  in  1878-79  was  10,684  acres 
in  addition  to  6;130  acres  barley  mixed  with  gram,  I  should  not  hare  expected  bo  largo 
an  area  as  compared  with  the  wheat  area. 
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and  under  barley  mixed  with  gram,  72,499  acres ;  this  acreage  amounts  / 

to  about  17J  per  cent,  of  the  total  area  under  crop.  Of  the  chahi 
barley,  more  than  one-half  belongs  to  tahsil  Rewari,  and  nearly  one- 
fourth  to  tahsfl  Gurgaon ;  in  Gurgaon  too  the  tracts,  which  give  the 
largest  areas  under  chahi  barley,  are  the  circles  nearest  Rewari ;  barley 
is  indeed  the  predominant  crop  of  the  well  lands  throughout  the  district, 
except  along  the  Jumna;  but  where  the  soil  is  light  and  sandy,  as  in 
■  the  Gurgaon  and  Rewari  tahsils,  and  circles  Taoru  of  Nuh  and  Bhuder 
of  Palwal,  there  its  predominance  becomes  an  almost  exclusive  posses- 
sion. My  estimates  of  the  yield  of  chahi  barley  per  acre  varied  in  the 
different  circles  from  12  to  17£  maunds,  and  amounted  on  the  whole 
chahi  area  to  803,836  maunds,  an  average  of  about  15  maunds  per 
acre. 

The  barley  of  the  dahri  lands  belongs  mostly  to  the  Gurgaon 
tahsil  and  the  Southern  part  of  the  Firozpur  valley  ;  barley  either  alone 
or  mixed  with  gram  is  the  ordinary  crop  of  the  sandy  flooded  soils  ; 
my  estimates  of  the  produce  in  the  different  circles  varied  from  10 
maunds  to  1 3  h  maunds  per  acre,  and  amounted  in  the  whole  district  to 
126,054  maunds,  an  average  of  a  little  under  11 1  maunds  per  acre. 
The  extent  to  which  the  unirrigated  lands  are  sown  in  any  given  year 
with  barley  or  barley  and  gram,  varies  greatly  according  to  the  character 
of  the  rains ;  when  these  have  been  good,  large  areas  are  thus  sown, 
in  tahsils  Palwal,  Firozpur  and  Nuh,  and  to  a  smaller  extent  in  Gurgaon 
and  Rewari :  as  a  general  rule  it  m;iy  be  said  that  in  a  favourable  season 
barley  and  gram  can  be  produced  everywhere,  except  on  the  very  poor 
-*         and  sandy  soils  :  but  it  is  pre-eminently  the  spring  crop  of  the  Bangar 
circles  of  Nuh,  Palwal  and  Firozpur,  and  the  South  of  the  Firozpur 
valley  :  the  out-turn  depends  mainly  on  the  winter  rains.    My  estimate 
of  the  total  out-turn  was  barani  barley,  300,708  maunds  or  7  maunds 
9  sera  per  acre.    Barley  and  gram  544,801  maunds  or  about  7  J  maunds 
per  acre.    Total  production  of  barley  and  barley  and  gram  1,775,309 
maunds.    Barley  is  sown  at  the  >ame  time  as  or  some  ten  days  before 
wheat ;  like  wheat  it  is  sown  with  a  drill,  and  the  same  amount  of  seed 
is  required  per  acre.    The  land  is  ploughed  once  or  twice  less  often  than 
wheat,  and  it  can  do  with  one  or  two  fewer  waterings,  and  it  is  rarely, 
if  ever,  weeded.    It  is  cut  some  fifteen  days  before  wheat 

Section  81. — The  only  other  spring  crop  which  occupies  any  large 
G  area  is  gram,  shown  in  Forms  D  as  grown  in 

68,986  acres.  Gram  can  be  produced  in  most 
soils,  except  in  loose  bhur,  and  is  the  crop  which  grows  best  in  very 
hard  clay,  such  as  is  found  in  low-lying  lands  liable  to  long  continued 
flooding.  My  estimates  of  its  out-turn  per  acre  varied  from  5  to  JO 
maunds  in  different  circles,  and  amounted  in  the  whole  district  to 
528,616  maunds  or  a  little  over  7 J  maunds  per  acre.  Gram  is  sown 
with  a  drill,  some  20  se'rs  to  the  acre,  in  October  or  November,  before 
barley,  and  after  only  one  or  two  ploughings ;  it  is  rarely,  if  ever, 
irrigated  from  wells,  nor  is  it  weeded  ;  *  it  is  cut  at  about  the  same  time 
as  wheat,  and  then  after  the  pods  have  been  separated  from  the  plant 

•  The  return*  ol  the  Agra  Canal  show  3,499  scree  under  gram  in  1878-79. 
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by  tossings  about  with  a  fork,  is  trodden  out  in  the  usual  manner.  It 
is  liable  to  suffer  from  frost,  and  is  said  also  to  be  damaged  by  lightning, 
when  in  flower. 

Section  &2.—Bdjra  is  the  great  kharif  crop  of  all  the  more  sandy 
B  .  parts  or  the  district ;  and  in  some  circles  such 

as  the  Taoru  circle  of  Nuh  and  several  of  the 
Gurgaon  and  Rewari  circles  is  by  far  the  most  important  article  of 
produce.  According  to  Forms  D  it  occupied  in  the  year  of  measurement 
289,962  acres  or  nearly  29  per  cent,  of  the  area  under  crop.  My  estimates 
of  its  yield  per  acre  varied  from  4  to  6  maunds  in  different  circles,  and 
for  the  whole  district  gave  a  total  yield  of  1,592,850  maunds,  or  an 
average  of  about  5  \  maunds  per  acre.  It  is  sown  as  soon  as  the  rains 
fall,  both  broad-cast  and  drilled,  about  a  s^r  and  a  half  to  the  acre  : 
the  land  is  ploughed  two  or  three  times  to  prepare  it,  and  the  crop 
requires  one  or  two  weedings  :  it  is  only  irrigated  in  droughts  ;*  and  its 
harvesting  commences  about  the  end  of  September,  and  it  is  generally 
off  the  ground  in  time  for  a  second  crop  of  gram  or  barley  and  gram 
to  be  sown  if  the  season  has  been  a  good  one. 

Section  83.— In  the  better  soils  jowar  takes  the  place  of  bajra  as 

the   main  kharif  crop :  its  predominance  is 
owar'  especially  marked  in  the  Bangar  circles  of  Nuh, 

Palwal  and  Firozpur.  Statements  D  show  155,228  acres  under  jowar, 
or  about  15  \  per  cent,  of  the  total  area  under  crop:  my  estimates  of 
its  yield  per  acre  varied  in  the  different  circles  from  5  to  8  maunds, 
and  amounted  to  a  total  of  1,210,576  maunds,  an  average  of  about  7 
maund3  33  s^rs  per  acre.  Jowar  is  sown  in  July  and  up  to  the  middle 
of  August  and  it  is  cut  in  November.  The  seed  sown  amounts  to 
about  ten  se'rs  per  acre,  or  when  the  plant  is  cultivated  for  fodder 
(charri,)  to  about  a  maund  or  a  little  over.  Jowar  is  not  generally 
irrigated,f  but  does  sometimes  receive  one  or  two  waterings;  it  is 
weeded  once,  unless  it  is  sown  for  fodder.  On  the  shores  of  the  jhils 
charri  is  sown  in  Phagon,  ( February-March  )  and  reaped  in  Asarh 
(June^July) :  the  settlement  measurements  did  not,  I  think,  always 
properly  distinguish  between  jowar  and  charri,  and  the  area  returned 
as  charri  in  addition  to  the  155,228  acres  mentioned  above  was  only 
3,495  acres.  Much  of  the  crop  that  is  planted  mainly  for  fodder  is 
allowed  also  to  stand,  until  the  heads  of  grain  are  ripe  :  the  difference 
between  this  and  jowar  proper  then  is,  that  the  charri  stalks  are  more 
slender,  and  the  heads  of  grain  much  smaller. 

Section  84.— The  only  other  crops  which  are  cultivated  so  largely 
M  th  mash  mane  lohia.   118  to  be  reckoned  among  the  staples  of  the 
guar,  masur,  arhar.  '  district  are  the  autumn  pulses  ;  and  as  these 

are  generally  grown  intermixed  with  bajra 
and  jowar,  the  returns  of  the  settlement  measurements  do  not 
fairly  represent  the  extent  of  their  production.    Moth  (Pkaseolua 

*  The  Agra  Canal  returns  show  S0O  acres  under  bajra  in  1878-79. 
f  The  Agra  Canal  returns  show  1,041  acres  under  jowar  and  841  acres  under  charri  in 
1878-79. 
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aconitifolius )  is  however,  entered  on  124,347  acres,  mainly  in  Rewari, 
and  to  a  smaller  extent  in  Gurgaon.  It  is  the  crop  best  adapted  to  the 
very  loose  sandy  soils  which  are  found  in  those  tahsils,  and  especially  in 
the  western  part  of  the  Rewari  tahsil.  It  is  most  frequently  sown  with 
bajra,  but  if  sown  separately,  the  land  is  ploughed  three  or  four  times ; 
and  about  ten  s^rs  per  acre  of  seed  is  sown  ;  the  crop  is  weeded  once  and 
is  cut  in  K at-i  k  ( October-November ).  There  are  two  varieties 
cultivated  in  the  district,  moth  and  gora  moth  ;  the  latter  spreads  more 
and  does  not  climb  like  the  former  and  hence  is  preferred  for  sowing 
under  cotton.  My  estimates  of  the  yield  of  moth  averaged  about  4 
maunds  C  sera  per  acre. 

Mash  (Phaseolus  radiatus)  requires  a  better  soil,  and  is  more 
commonly  grown  with  jowar;  mung  (PJiaseolus  mungo)  is  commonly 
sown  with  bajra  ;  lobia  or  chaula  (Dolichos  sinensis)  is  chiefly  grown 
in  Rewari ;  guar  (Cyamopsis  psoraloides)  is  a  pulse,  which  is  culti- 
vated chiefly  on  the  hard  gritty  soils  near  the  hills,  where  nothing  else 
will  grow  ;  it  is  used  as  fudder  for  bullocks.  In  the  khadir  lands  peas 
and  masur,  (Ervum  lens)  are  grown  to  a  small  extent  in  the  spring. 
Arhar  {Cojanusfiavus)  is  rarely  seen  in  the  North  and  West  of  the 
district ;  but  is  generally  to  be  found  sown  in  lines  through  the  cotton 
fields  in  Palwal,  Firozpur,  and  the  part  of  Nuh  which  lies  East  of  the 
hills.  It  is  sown  at  the  same  time  as  cotton,  and  does  not  ripen  until 
the  commencement  of  the  hot  weather;  it  is  very  liable  to  be  killed 
by  frost,  and  as  far  as  my  experience  goes  it  is  rather  rare  for  it  to 
survive  the  winter  ;  but  it  is  said  to  aid  in  protecting  the  cotton  from 
the  cold,  its  leaves  are  used  for  fodder  and  its  stem  and  branches  for 
fuel,  while  the  pulse  is  little  esteemed ;  so  that  its  perishing  in  the 
winter  is  of  the  less  consequence. 

Section  85. — Sugar-cane  in  the  Gurgaon  district  is  never  irrigated 
_  from  wells;  its  cultivation  is  confined  to  the 

Qgar-cane.  dahar  lands.    The  settlement  measurements 

show  only  about  400  acres  under  sugar-cane ;  of  and  almost  the  whole 
of  this  was  cultivated  round  the  banks  of  the  Najafgarh  jhil.  I  have 
seen  it  also  growing  on  the  banks  of  the  Kotila  jhil,  in  some  of  the 
dahar  lands  of  the  Firozpur  valley  ;  and  in  1876  it  was  very  largely 
cultivated  all  along  the  lands  in  the  Punahana  parganah,  which 
had  been  submerged  in  1875  by  the  floods,  which  came  from  the 
direction  of  Ujina.  The  Agra  Canal  will  probably  lead  to  a  great 
extension  of  this  crop* 

Section  86.— There  are  no  other  crops  which  call  for  any  detailed 

notice ;  tobacco  is  grown  in  the  manured  lands 
er  crops.  ^    ^    viuagea .    Barson    ( Brassioa 

campestris)  is  generally  sown  in  lines  through  the  wheat  and  barley 
crops,  and  is  most  commonly  cut  green  for  fodder ;  til  (Sesamum 
orientate)  and  tara  mira  (Brassica  eruca)  are  also  cultivated  to  somo 

•  The  Agra  Canal  returns  for  1878-79  show  only  135  acres  under  sugar-cane,  but  the 
people  of  the  tract  watered  by  this  canal  are  as  yet  strangers  to  its  cultivation.   No  cane 
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extent,  the  former  generally  in  the  same  fields  as  bajrft  or  cotton,  and  the 
latter  on  inferior  lands  ;  a  little  In  dan  corn  is  grown  near  the  village 
sites,  especially  in  the  three  southern  tahsils ;  *  safflower  is  mainly 
confined  to  the  Palwal  tahsil ;  that  of  Ramgarh  near  Hasanpur  is 
noted  for  its  excellence  :  a  little  rice  is  grown  in  the  Kotila  jhil,  and  so 
also  is  barti  (Panicum  brizoide),  a  plant  which  is  sown  in  June-July 
and  cut  in  October  and  November ;  f  on  the  well  lands  of  some  villages 
near  Rewari,  cummin  seed,  coriander  seed  and  aspghol,  (flicus  jkawort 
according  to  Fallon)  are  somewhat  largely  grown  :  melons  are  grown 
on  the  banks  of  the  Najafgarh  jhil,  and  elsewhere  in  similar  situations; 
a  few  acres  of  indigo  are  met  with  mainly  in  the  Firozpur  valley  ;  I  two 
kinds  of  hemp  are  grown,  one  separately,  and  the  other  as  a  hedge 
round  cotton  fields ;  nearly  4,000  acres  are  shown  under  various  garden 
crops;  and  in  the  autumn  of  1877,  when  the  rains  failed,  the  more 
industrious  among  the  zamind&rs  in  many  places  set  their  wells  to 
work  and  cultivated  chinan  (Panicum  miliaceum)  a  crop  which 
ripens  in  sixty  days  and  is  said  to  produce  some  19  maunds  per  acre, 
but  requires  continual  irrigation.§  Singhara  (Water  nut)  is  commonly 
grown  in  the  village  ponds. 

Section  87. — I  adopt  the  following  remarks  from  Mr.  Wilson's 
Manured  and  double     answers  to  the  Famine  Commission,  merely 
cropped  land*.  adding  that  the  second  crop  most  commonly 

taken  is  gram  or  more  rarely  barley  and  gram  after  bajra:  occasionally, 
if  the  rains  have  been  very  heavy  and  the  prospects  of  the  rabi  are 
good,  the  jo  war  is  cut  before  it  is  ripe,  so  as  to  make  room  for  the 
second  crop. 


Percentage  of  cultivated  area  which  is  manured. 


Constantly 
manured. 

Occasion* 

ally 
manured. 

Not 
manured. 

Total. 

Eemabkb. 

Irrigated  land  .. 
Unirrigated  land 

19 
2 

25 
2 

66 
96 

100 
100 

Percentage  of  dofaslion 
cultivated,  3  per  cent. 

Total  .. 

6 

6 

89 

- 

100 

The  average  weight  of  manure  given  to  the  acre  per  annum  on 
land  constantly  manured  is  200  maunds. 

The  average  weight  of  manure  given  to  the  acre  per  annum  on 
land  occasionally  manured,  300  maunds  every  2nd  year. 


*  Its  cultivation  is  being  extended  by  the  Agra  Canal ;  the  returns  of  which  show  1,258 
acres  under  Indian  corn  in  1878-79 

t  The  Agra  Canal  returns  show  80  acres  under  barti  in  1878-79. 

I  64  acres  of  indigo  were  watered  from  the  Agra  Canal  in  1878-79. 

§  The  cultivation  of  chinan  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the  Agra  Canal,  the  returns 
of  which  show  1,290  acres  under  this  crop  in  1878-79. 
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Little  attention  is  paid  to  any  regular  course  of  cropping.  The 
nnmanured  land  is  generally  cultivated  only  for  one  harvest,  and  the 
rest  it  gets  during  the  other  harvest  is  thought  sufficient.  Jowar  is  not 
sown  in  the  same  land  2  years  in  succession.  Cotton  is  not  sown  after 
bajra.  In  all  other  cases,  in  deciding  what  crop  to  sow,  regard  is  paid 
to  the  kind  of  soil  and  amount  of  rain-fall  w  ithout  any  consideration 
as  to  what  the  previous  crop  was. 

Section  88.— The  following  account  of  the  agricultural  year  was 
Account  of  the  agricul-    prepared  by  me  one  day  in  communication 

required. 

Aedrh,  June-J  uly.  In  this  month  the  farmer  hopes  for  plenty  of  rain 
in  heavy  showers  with  intervals  of  sunshine  and  westerly  wind.  As 
soon  as  the  rain  falls  the  land  is  ploughed  over,  and  the  sowing  of  the 
kharif  commences.  If  there  is  too  much  rain  and  cloudy  weather 
without  breaks  of  sunshine,  the  crops  do  not  come  up  properly. 

Sdwan,  July- August.  Rain  and  sunshine  are  still  both  required  ; 
if  there  is  too  much  rain  the  crops  are  liable  to  rot,  or  be  mildewed  ; 
if  there  is  too  much  sunshine  with  westerly  wind,  they  dry  up.  The 
sowing  of  the  later  kharif  crops  such  as  jowar  is  completed  early  in  the 
month  ;  and  those  formerly  sown  are  weeded.  Locusts  occasionally 
attack  the  crops.    Ploughing  for  the  rabi  commences. 

Bhddon,  August-September.  Occasional  heavy  rain  with  intervals 
of  sunshine  is  still  required  much  as  in  Sdwan.  The  ploughing  for 
the  rabi  and  the  weeding  of  the  kharif  continue  ;  and  the  crops  have 
to  be  guarded  from  the  depredations  of  birds.  There  is  some  danger  of 
injury  to  the  crops  from  young  locusts.    Indian  corn  and  barti  are  cut. 

Kudr,  September-October.  A  few  occasional  showers  do  good,  but 
too  much  rain  will  blacken  the  bajra,  and  cause  the  cotton  pods  to  drop 
off.  Sunshine  and  a  drying  wind  are  required  to  ripen  the  kharif 
crops,  but,  if  a  hot  westerly  wind  blows,  it  dries  them  up.  Bajra  is  cut 
in  the  latter  half  of  the  month,  and  cotton  begins  to  bear.  The  jowar 
has  to  be  watched.  Ploughings  for  the  rabi  continue,  and  the  land  is 
gone  over  with  a  "  mez  "  (a  flat  heavy  pieco  of  wood  ),  and  the  surface 
levelled,  so  as  to  retain  tie  moisture.  Towards  the  end  of  the  month 
the  first  sowings  of  gram  and  barley  begin. 

Kdtak,  October-November.  Unless  the  previous  rains  have  failed  no 
rain  is  required  in  this  month.  The  harvesting  of  bajra  and  the 
autumn  pulses  is  finished,  the  picking  of  cotton  continues  and  part  of 
the  jowar  is  cut  The  rabi  crops  have  to  be  sown,  and  those,  which  aro 
to  be  irrigated,  are  watered  from  the  wells.  There  is  but  little  leisure 
for  the  farmer  during  this  month. 

Mangsir,  November-December.  Cotton  pickings  continue;  the  rest 
of  the  jowar  and  the  pala"  (Zizyphus  nummularia)  and  pula  (Munj 
grass)  are  cut.  The  rabi  sowings  are  completed,  and  the  kharif  crops 
are  threshed  out  and  stored.   Sunshine,  but  not  with  too  strong  a 
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heat,  is  needed ;  rain  is  not  required.   The  wells  are  hard  at  work 
irrigating  the  rabi  crops. 

Poh,  December-January.  Towards  the  end  of  the  month  the 
winter  rains  are  hoped  for,  but  they  should  not  continue  too  long 
together  without  breaks  of  sunshine  and  drying  wind,  or  the  crops 
will  mildew.  Until  the  rain  falls  the  wells  continue  to  be  worked ; 
afterwards  ploughings  for  the  kharif  commence.  A  southerly  wind 
is  considered  a  good  sign  of  rain  in  the  winter  months.  If  the  frosts 
are  severe  they  damage  the  cotton,  arhar  and  gram. 

Alagh,  January-February.  In  the  beginning  of  the  month,  rain,  as 
in  the  end  of  Poh,  does  good  :  if  required  the  wells  are  worked.  Plough- 
ings for  the  kharif  continue  ;  melons  are  sown  and  tobacco  is  planted 
out ;  the  cotton  is  cut  down.  A  month  of  comparative  leisure  to  the 
fanner. 

Phagon,  February-March.  Gentle  westerly  winds  with  sunshine 
and  no  rain  are  required ;  hail  storms  are  feared.  Sugar-cane  is  planted 
out ;  ploughings  for  the  kharif  continue,  and  the  rabi  crops  have  to  be 
watched  and  watered. 

Chalt,  March-April.  Drying  westerly  winds  not  so  violent  as  to 
scorch  up  or  beat  down  the  crops  are  required  with  sunshine.  Rain 
does  harm  ;  the  danger  of  hail  storms  continues.  During  the  first  half 
of  the  month  wheat  is  still  watered.  The  crops  have  to  be  watched, 
and  during  the  latter  half  of  the  month,  barley,  sarson  and  gram  are 
cut.    Early  cotton  is  sown  on  irrigated  lands. 

Baisakh,  April-May.  The  harvesting  of  the  rabi  crops  is  now 
completed ;  and  the  harvested  crops  are  trodden  out  and  winnowed. 
Hot  westerly  winds  are  desired :  rain  does  harm.  Tobacco,  early 
cotton  and  spring  jowar,  where  this  has  been  sown  for  fodder,  are 
watered. 

Jeth,  May-June.  Until  about  tfie  end  of  the  month  the  same 
kind  of  weather  is  required  as  in  Baisakh.  The  rabi  crops  are  now 
stored ;  tobacco  is  cut ;  early  cotton  and  jowar  are  watered  ;  and  if  rain 
falls,  the  land  is  ploughed  for  the  kharif,  and  bajra  is  sown.  The 
zamindars  have  little  to  do  in  this  month,  and  employ  their  leisure  in 
putting  their  houses  in  order  against  the  advent  of  the  rains. 

To  these  remarks  I  may  add  that  in  Baisakh  the  earth  is  said 
to  be  asleep  and  should  be  left  to  repose  in  quiet ;  that  Wednesday  is  a 
good  day  tor  sowing  and  Friday  for  harvesting ;  and  that  on  Tuesday 
the  earth  should  not  be  dug,  nor  should  a  plough  be  first  started  on 
that  day. 

Areas  held  by  owners,  oc-  Section  89. — The  following  figures  taken  from 
cnpancy  tenants  and  other  the  village  statements  show  the  areas  cultivated 
tenants  with  a  notice  of  by  owners,  occupancy  tenants  and  other  tenants, 
rcQt8,  in  each  tahsfl,  as  at  present  constituted :— « 
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Tahbil. 

• 

Area  in  acre*  oultirated  by 

Owners. 

Occupancy 
tenants. 

Other 
tenants. 

Gargaon 

Kcwari         Mi  ••« 
Palwal          ...             ...  ... 

Nnh             ...            ...  ... 

Flrozpur       ...  ... 

Total  ... 

109,349  acres. 
134,437  „ 
111,069  - 
160,051  „ 
100,591  || 

20.861  acres. 
20,672  „ 
19,621  „ 
27,930  „ 
13,879  „ 

55,692  acres. 
65,277  „ 
21,066  „ 
39,800  ,| 
33,290  „ 

606,600  „ 

102,868  „ 

205,126  „ 

Unfortunately  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  the  areas  held  under  each 
description  of  rent ;  the  figures  given  in  Forms  B  of  the  Revenue  Rate 
Reports  were  extracted  before  the  final  attestation  of  the  records  was 
complete,  and  no  similar  returns  have  been  since  compiled.  Speaking 
generally  it  may  be  said  that  rents  in  kind  are  unknown  in  Palwal, 
very  rare  in  Nuh  and  Firozpur,  are  about  one-eighth  of  the  whole  in 
tahsO  Gurgaon,  and  in  tahsil  Rewari  are  paid  for  about  half  of  the 
area  held  by  tenants-at^will  Fpr  ordinary  barani  and  well  lands  the 
ordinary  share  of  the  produce  paid  is  one-third  or,  if  the  conditions 
of  production  are  more  than  ordinarily  favourable,  two-fifths.  On 
naturally  irrigated  lands,  where  the  out-turn  is  good  in  proportion 
to  the  labour  of  cultivation,  one-half  the  produce  is  sometimes  given  ; 
while  on  the  other  hand  on  salt  wells  and  on  very  poor  sandy  soils 
the  proportion  falls  to  one-fourth.  The  straw  is  ordinarily  kept  by 
the  tenant ;  but  this  and  the  natural  products  of  pala  (Zizyphus 
nummularia)  and  pula  (Munj  grass)  are  ordinarily  matters  of  special 
agreement.  Cash  rates  (  Zabti )  are  always  taken  on  sugar-cane, 
tobacco,  fodder  crops  and  garden  produce. 

Section  90. — Hitherto  the  great  majority  of  the  tenants  paying 
Rents  are  being  enhanced    a*        rents  have  been  holding  at  customary 
and  the  pressure  of  the  po-    privileged  rents,  which  had  their  origin  in  the 

pnlation  is  increasing.  d&y9  wheQ  lan(1  wag  plenty  and  cultivators 

■were  few.  During  the  last  few  years,  however,  and  especially  since  the 
announcement  of  the  new  assessments,  there  has  been  a  marked 
tendency  on  the  part  of  the  owners  to  insist  on  their  right  to 
receive  larger  rents.  I  give  a  few  figures  taken  from  the  revenue 
reports— 


♦ 


*EAB; 

Number  of 
notices  of 
ejectment 
served  on 
tenanta-at- 
will. 

Number  of  tvit*  to  enhance 
rents  of  tenants  itith  rights 
of  occupancy. 

Filed. 

Decreed. 

1876-77            ...             ...  ... 

1X77-78            ...  .,. 

1878-79            ...            ...  ... 

878 
776 
762 

28 
117 
331 

1 
67 
274 
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Notices  of  ejectment  are  often  served  merely  to  enforce  a  demand  for 
higher  rent.  Speaking  generally  it  may  be  said,  that  in  the  past,  full 
rents  were  confined  to,  (o)  estates  owned  by  single  individuals  or 
families,  or  very  small  bodies  of  owners,  (6)  land  cultivated  by  non- 
resident tenants,  especially  if  these  were  of  low  caste,  (c)  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  towns.  As  population  increases  and  the  land  is 
more  and  more  sub-divided  among  the  owners,  and  the  competition  for 
holdings  increases,  rents  will  surely  rise,  although  privileged  rents  will,  i 
no  doubt,  long  continue  to  be  paid  by  tenants  holding  under  village 
communities  of  the  same  caste :  if  population  continues  to  increase 
as  in  the  past,  many  of  the  tenant  class  will  be  squeezed  out  of  their 
holdings,  and  I  anticipate  that  some  system  of  emigration  to  less 
populous  tracts  will  have  to  be  arranged.  Of  course  this  necessity 
might  for  a  time  at  least  be  staved  off  by  the  introduction  of  higher 
cultivation  or  of  other  industries ;  but  of  the  latter  there  seems  but 
little  chance,  while  as  to  the  former,  much  of  the  soil  of  the  West  of 
the  district  is  very  poor.  The  proportion  of  the  produce  left  to  the 
people  for  their  subsistence  might  also  be  increased  by  diminishing 
the  share  taken  by  Government,  but  this  is  a  process  which  would 
have  to  be  continued  indefinitely,  and  would  finally  leave  the  revenue 
at  nil,  and  the  people  more  numerous  than  before,  but  as  poor  and 
with  the  same  need  of  extraneous  help  in  seasons  of  drought.  This 
action  of  the  landlords  and  the  operations  of  the  settlement  have 
naturally  caused  numerous  suits  to  be  brought  for  rights  of  occupancy ; 
2,870  such  suits  were  brought  in  the  Settlement  Courts  of  which  1,495 
were  decreed.    Further  details  are  given  in  Appendix  I. 

Section  91. — The  following  figures  are  taken  from  the  village 

Htatements  and  show  the  number  of  cattle, 

ho^!etiaiid^e]rd  8°at*'    Bne6p  and  g0at8»  03  Bt°0<i  before  tne 

famine  of  1877-78,  when  large  numbers  either 

died  from  hunger,  were  killed  for  food  or  were  sold  :— 


Plough  cattle. 

Other  cattle. 

Sheep. 

Goati. 

138,443 

210,038 

20,058 

63,347 

As  might  be  expected  from  the  small  proportion  of  land  uncul- 
tivated, Gurgaon  is  not  a  great  cattle  breeding  district ;  but  a  large 
number  of  goats  are  grazed  on  the  hills ;  they  frequently  are  owned  by 
butchers  who  make  them  over  to  shepherds  for  their  keep,  on  condition 
of  receiving  a  certain  share  of  the  increase,  generally,  I  believe,  one- 
half  ;  the  shepherd  being  also  responsible  for  making  good  the  number 
of  the  original  flock. 

Plough  oxen  ordinarily  sell  for  from  Rs.  35  to  Rs.  CO,  buffaloes 
are  occasionally  used  for  the  plough,  but  to  so  employ  them  is  looked 
upon  as  a  mark  of  poverty ;  so  that  while  the  buffalo  cows  are  kept 
and  well  fed  for  their  milk,  the  bull  calves  are  ordinarily  turned 
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adrift  to  die  of  cold  and  hunger,  or,  if  purchasers  can  be  found,  are 
aold  to  water  carriers  or  to  dealers  from  the  Punjab.  When  cattle  are 
from  age  no  longer  of  any  value,  the  Muhammadans  use  them  for  food, 
but  the  Hindus,  who  cannot  kill  them,  leave  them  to  pick  up  what 
they  can  in  the  fields,  until  they  die  of  cold  and  semi-starvation. 
These  neglected  and  useless  animals  naturally  die  in  large  numbers 
whenever  fod  ier  is  at  all  scarce.  Ponies  are  few,  and  horses  very 
scarce ;  there  are  a  few  baggage  camels,  but  none  fit  for  riding.  Donkeys 
are  kept  by  potters  and  washermen. 

• 

A  small  cattle  fair  takes  place  at  Dharuhera  in  Rewari  twice  a 
year. 

Section  92. — The  following  remarks  are  extracts  from  a  memoran- 
Eiie  in  prices.  dum  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Wilson :  the  diagrams 

referred  to,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  five,  will  be  found  in  the 
atlas,  which  accompanies  the  report. 

An  enquiry  has  been  held  de  novo  into  the  market  rates  at  which 
produce  has  sold  for  the  55  years  ending  with  1878  A.  D.,  that  is,  from 
sambat  1880  down  to  last  year.  The  Superintendents  were  ordered  to 
find  out  from  the  books  of  the  grain  dealers  in  all  the  principal  markets 
in  their  several  tahsils  what  were  the  rates  at  which  they  took  the 
agricultural  produce  from  the  peasants  immediately  after  harvest,  the 
dates  fixed  for  the  rabi  crops  being  Baisakh  Sudi  3rd  and  Jeth  Sudi 
3rd  and  those  for  the  kharif  crops  Katak  Sudi  2nd  and  Mangsar  Sudi 
2nd.  I  have  submitted  the  result  in  the  form  of  diagrams  as  best  suited 
to  show  at  a  glance  the  rise  and  fall  of  prices.    •   *  • 

The  diagrams  are  as  follows : — 

*(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  and  (5).  Five  diagrams  showing  the  annual  fluctu- 
ations in  the  price  of  wheat  in  the  different  towns  of  each  of  the  five 
tahsils  (TahsUwar). 

(6)  (7)  (8)  (9)  (10)  and  (11).  Diagrams  showing  the  annual 
fluctuations  in  the  price  of  wheat,  ba:  ley,  gram,  jowar,  bajra  and  cotton 
respectively,  in  five  towns  representing  the  five  tahsils  of  Gurgaon 
district  (Jinswar). 

(12)  .  Diagram  showing  the  simultaneous  fluctuations  of  price  of 
the  principal  food  grains  in  the  market  town  of  Rewari. 

(13)  .  Diagram  showing  the  average  prices  of  the  principal  food 
grains  for  five  year  periods  in  the  town  of  Rewari. 

(14)  .  Diagram  showing  the  average  prices  of  the  principal  food 
grains  for  five  year  period  in  the  three  chief  markets  of  Gurgaon 
district,  namely,  Palwal,  Rewari  and  Firozpur. 

An  inspection  of  these  diagrams  will  substantiate  the  following 
general  inductions : — 

(I).  The  nearer  the  towns,  the  more  nearly  are  the  prices  of  any 
particular  food  grain  equal,   This  was  to  be  expected  d  priori. 
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(2)  .  The  cheaper  the  food  grain,  the  greater  is  the  difference  in 
its  price  in  different  towns,  whether  the  comparison  be  made  between 
two  food  grains,  one  of  which  is  always  much  cheaper  than  the  other, 
or  between  the  prices  of  the  same  food  grain  in  different  years,  when 
it  is  cheaper  in  one  year  than  another. 

(3)  .  The  cheaper  the  food  grain  the  greater  are  the  fluctuations 
in  its  price  from  year  to  year,  whether  the  comparison  be  made  between 
two  food  grains  one  of  which  is  always  cheaper  than  the  other,  or 
between  the  prices  of  the  same  food  grain  in  different  years  when  it 
is  cheaper  in  one  year  than  another. 

The  inductions  expressed  in  the  last  two  clauses  may  be  put  in 
this  way :  In  years  of  scarcity  the  prices  of  the  same  food  grain  in 
different  towns,  and  of  different  food  grains  in  the  same  time,  approxi- 
mate more  closely  than  in  years  of  plenty ;  and  again  fluctuations 
in  the  price  of  food  grains*  from  year  to  year  and  differences  in  the 
price  of  the  same  lood  grain  in  the  different  towns,  were  much  greater 
formerly  when  prices  were  low  than  now  when  they  are  high.  It 
must  be  noted,  however,  that  when  prices  are  high,  a  difference  of  a  few 
sdra  per  rupee  makes  a  greater  difference  in  -the  price  per  s6r  than 
when  prices  are  low. 

(4)  .  All  food  grains  are  similarly  affected  in  price  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  seasons.  The  diagrams  for  the  different  food  grains  are 
very  similar  in  their  appearance.  The  prices  of  the  different  grains 
rose  and  fell  simultaneously. 

(5;.  The  fluctuations  in  price  are  so  great  and  sudden  that  quin- 
quennial averages  are  deceitful. 

((»).  The  history  of  the  annual  fluctuations  of  price  may  be  summed 
up  as  follows : — 

(I  take  the  Rewari  prices  (diagram  No.  12)  as  the  fullest,  &<?. 
because  Rewari  is  the  chief  grain  market.)  The  year  1823  A.  D.  (sambat 
1880)  was  a  year  of  great  plenty,  and  prices  were  as  low  as  they  have 
ever  been  since,  gram  selling  at  Rewari  for  75  sere.  It  was  followed  by 
a  yenr  of  great  scarcity,  prices  having  risen  so  rapidly  in  one  year  that 
in  Rewari  the  cheapest  grain  was  jowar  at  37  sera,  or  double  the  price 
of  the  cheapest  grain  the  year  before.  This  was  followed  by  two  hard 
years  (1825  and  1826)  during  which  no  grain  was  cheaper  than  44 
sera  per  rupee.  Iu  1827  came  a  sudden  fall  and  barley  and  jowar  could 
be  had  at  70  se'rs.  For  the  next  four  years  prices  were  very  low, 
some  grain  being  always  obtainable  at  60  sers,  and  then  commenced 
a  gradual  rise  which  culminated  in  1833  (the  famine  of  1890  sambat) 
when  no  grain  could  be  had  cheaper  than  gram  at  26  se'rs.  The  next 
year  saw  a  fall,  which  became  still  more  marked  in  the  following  year 
1S35,  when  prices  had  again  reached  their  lowest,  bajra  selling  at  72 
se'rs  per  rupee.  Prices  remained  at  this  low  rate  for  another  year, 
and  then  took  place  a  very  sudden  rise,  the  cheapest  grain  rising  from 
73  se'rs  in  1836  to  24  sera  in  1837  (the  famine  of  1894  sambat). 
Then  came  a  very  gradual  fall  of  prices  for  the  next  nine  years,  the 
cheapest  year  being  the  last  when  barley  could  be  had  at  49  se'rs,  not 
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nearly  so  cheap  as  before  the  famine.  Then  came  a  rise  which  was 
still  greater  the  next  year  1848  (1905  sambat)  when  barley  was  at  26; 
the  next  two  years  saw  a  sudden  fall  and  in  1850  barley  was  at  the 
old  price  of  70  sers.  The  next  three  years  saw  a  gradual  rise  and  by 
1853  barley  had  almost  doubled  its  price  and  was  at  38  s£rs.  Then 
a  fall  for  two  years  taking  moth  down  again  to  70  sirs  in  1855, 
followed  by  a  steady  rise  for  five  years  culminating  in  the  scarcity  of 
P  1860  (1917  sambat)    Then  rather  a  sudden  fall  taking  barley  down 

to  53  sers  in  1863,  since  which  year  no  grain  has  been  cheaper  at 
Rewari  at  the  dasahra  than  38  se'rs  the  rupee.  This  last  fact  shows 
how  decided  is  the  rise  of  price,  and  how  much  less  the  fluctuations 
have  been  during  the  last  16  years  than  they  were  before.  The  year 
1863  was  followed  by  a  gradual  and  steady  rise  of  price  for  six  years 
to  1869  (1926  sambat  following  the  famine  year  1925),  and  for  the 
next  8  years  up  to  1877  there  was  a  steady  and  gradual  fall  of  prices, 
barley  having  declined  from  22  se'rs  in  1869  to  37  sere  in  1877. 
Then  came  the  scarcity  of  1877-78  (1934  sambat),  which  caused  a 
sudden  rise  in  one  year  to  22  sere  again.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  this  rise  would  not  have  been  so  sudden  or  so  great,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  great  demand  for  grain  for  Bombay  and  Madras,  which 
occurred  simultaneously  with  the  scarcity  in  this  neighbourhood. 
Prices  still  range  high  and  it  is  extremely  improbable  that  they  will 
ever  again  reach  the  low  figures  of  1863,  still  less  those  of  1855  and 
1850.  The  spirited  competition  of  the  last  two  years  has  thoroughly 
aroused  the  enterprise  of  grain-dealers  and  shown  them  how  extensive 
_^  is  the  market  which  they  may  find  it  to  their  interest  to  supply,  now 

that  the  railway  connects  them  with  such  distant  maris,  and  they  will 
find  it  to  their  interest  to  buy  up  grain  when  it  shows  signs  of  getting 
cheap,  and  stock  it  in  hopes  of  a  similar  opportunity  recurring. 

I  append  an  additional  diagram  (No.  15),  illustrating  the  above 
remarks  and  showing  the  famine  aspect  of  the  question.  It  gives 
the  price  of  the  cheapest  grain  available  at  Rewari  from  year  to  year 
whatever  that  grain  might  be,  generally  gram,  jowar,  moth,  or  barley ; 
of  course  the  diagram  does  not  necessarily  show  the  price  at  the 
time  of  year  when  grain  was  dearest  or  cheapest,  but  only  that  prevail- 
ing at  the  dasahra,  i.  e.,  about  October. 

The  rise  in  the  price  of  uncleaned  cotton  (see  diagram  11)  dates 
from  1852  from  which  year  there  was  a  gradual  and  steady  rise  from 
25  se'rs  the  rupee  to  10  in  1860.  In  1861  it  fell  to  15.  It  then  rose 
gradually  to  1863  and  1864,  being  at  6  sers  in  the  latter  year.  Then 
a  gradual  fall  to  12  se'rs  in  1867,  a  rise  to  8  se'rs  in  1868,  and  a  fall 
t  to  1871,  since  when  the  price  has  not  varied  much  from  10  se'rs,  a 

rise  of  50  per  cent,  since  1861.  This  rise  of  price  was  of  course  prima- 
rily due  to  the  American  War. 

To  sum  up  then  it  may  be  said  that  prices  of  agricultural  produce 
have  risen  by  about  40  per  cent,  during  the  last  20  years  as  compared 
with  the  20  preceding,  and  as  compared  with  the  15  years  before 
that  by  about  65  per  cent.;  that  prices  are  now  much  less  liable  to 
fluctuate  than  they  used  to  be  and  that  the  comparatively  high  prices 
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(disregarding  the  two  last  years  of  scarcity)  which  have  now  prevailed 
for  many  years  are  likely  to  continue  if  not  to  rise  still  higher.  These 
conclusions  argue  favorably  for  the  welfare  of  the  agricultural  classes 
and  therefore,  it  may  be  said,  of  the  whole  community. 


1 

CHAPTER  V.— The  History  of  the  Settlement. 

Section  93. — The  notification  placing  the  district  under  settle- 
History    of  Settlement    ment  was  dated  on  the  29th  January  1872. 
operations  up  to  December    It  placed  Mr.  O.  Wood  in  charge  of  the  settle- 
1877.  ment  of  the  three  districts  of  the  Delhi  Division, 

and  Mr.  E.  O'Brien  in  direct  charge  of  the  Gurgaon  settlement,  as  an 
Assistant  Settlement  Officer  subordinate  to  Mr.  Wood.    Mr.  O'Brien 
arrived  at  Gurgaon  on  the  12th  January  1872,  and  the  Superintendents 
joined  their  appointments  on  dates  varying  from  the  24th  January  to 
the  28th  March  following.    A  little  time  was  necessarily  spent  in 
procuring  the  surveying?  instruments,  ascertaining  the  qualifications  of 
the  patwaris  and  making  other  necessary  arrangements ;  and  it  was 
not  until  the  middle  of  March  that  work  was  generally  in  progress. 
By  the  end  of  the  official  year  1871-72  the  boundary  maps  of  30 
villages  had  been  completed  and  finally  passed,  and  in  7  villages  the 
field  measurements  were  also  finished.   But  it  was  found  that  the 
incapacity  of  the  patwaris  and  the  low  scale  of  pay  attached  to  their 
circles,  which  rendered  it  difficult  to  replace  the  incapables  by  skilled 
men,  seriously  affected  the  progress  of  the  work.    Mr.  O'Brien  submitted 
propositions  for  raising  the  patwaris'  pay,  but  sanction  was  delayed. 
And  thus  it  happened  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  1872-73  the  bound- 
ary maps  of  592  villages,  or  less  than  half  the  number  of  villages  in 
the  district,  were  complete :  the  preliminary  statements  of  rights  and 
holdings  were  ready  in  850,  and  the  field  maps  in  342  villages.  On 
the  3rd  March  1873  I  relieved  Mr.  O'Brien,  who  was  transferred  on 
promotion  to  the  charge  of  the  Muzaffargarh  Settlement. 

During  the  second  quarter  of  1873  sanction  was  received  to  the 
increase  in  the  pay  of  the  patwaris'  circles  proposed  by  Mr.  O'Brien, 
and  the  funds  needed  for  the  more  efficient  conduct  of  the  work  were 
thus  obtained. 

By  the  31st  March  1874,  of  the  1,269  estates  into  which  the  district 
was  then  divided,  the  boundary  maps  were  completed  in  1,255  villages: 
the  preliminary  statemeuts  of  rights  and  holdings  were  ready  in  1,191  » 
villages,  and  the  field  maps  in  1,008  villages ;  and  I  had  inspected  and 
prepared  notes  on  315  villages  with  a  view  to  their  assessment 

Field  measurements  were  finished  in  three  tahsfls  by  the  end  of 
June  1874,  and  the  work  of  comparing,  checking  and  totalling  the 
entries  in  the  Field  Map  and  Index  with  Appendices,  and  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  Statistics  for  assessment  then  largely  occupied  the  establish- 
ment. 
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By  the  end  of  March  1875,  the  first  three  stages  of  the  settlement 
were  complete,  with  the  exceptions  that  in  five  villages  the 
attestation  of  the  preliminary  statements  of  rights  and  holdings  had 
been  unavoidably  delayed,  and  the  measurements  of  164  villages  had 
not  been  finally  passed. 

The  final  attestation  of  holdings  had  been  completed  in  7  villages 
only.  I  had,  during  the  year,  inspected  371  villages,  bringing  up  the 
total  of  villages  iuspected  to  686,  and  had  submitted  in  March  1875  the 
Kevenue  Rate  Report  for  tahsu  Palwal.  On  the  11th  June  1875  a 
similar  report  was  submitted  for  tahsil  Firozpur.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  year  I  was  busily  engaged  in  inspecting  the  remaining 
part  of  the  district  and  preparing  the  Revenue  Rate  Reports  for  Nuh, 
Rewari  and  Gurgaon,  which  were  all  submitted  during  the  last  quarter 
of  1875-76. 

The  preparation  of  the  various  returns  required  for  the  preparation 
of  these  reports  had  occupied  no  small  share  of  the  time  of  the  tahsil 
establishments;  but  by  the  end  of  March  1876  a  total  of  378  villages 
had  b~en  completely  attested,  while  the  preliminary  attestation  by 
Munsarims  had  been  finished  in  622  villages.  Mr.  Wood  had  been 
relieved  of  the  supervision  of  this  settlement  on  the  17th  December 
1875,  and  I  was  given  the  assistance  of  an  Extra  Assistant  Settlement 
Officer  in  March  1876. 

The  post  was  bestowed  on  Munshi  Altaf  Husain,  formerly  Superin- 
tendent of  Palwal,  and  he  was  at  once  employed  with  a  strong 
establishment  in  testing  the  value  of  the  attestation  work,  and  the 
accuracy  and  proper  arrangement  of  the  various  papers. 

During  the  year  1876-77  the  establishment  was  mainly  occupied 
in  the  work  of  attestation.  By  the  31st  March  1877  out  of  the  1,264 
villages  of  the  district,  1,170  had  been  attested  by  Munsarims  and  916 
by  Deputy  Superintendents :  in  order  to  secure  accuracy  in  the  entries, 
274  villages  had  been  re-attested  by  Superintendents  and  158  by  the 
Extra  Assistant  Settlement  Officer. 

I  had  also  tested  the  attestation  work,  but  had  been  mainly 
engaged  in  preparing  the  village  assessments,  694  of  which  had  been 
announced  up  to  the  end  of  the  official  year,  and  by  the  15th  June  1877 
this  part  of  the  work  was  practically  completed.  During  the  remainder 
of  the  year  1877  the  establishments  were  very  largely  engaged  in  the 
work  of  distributing  the  assessment,  in  time  for  the  kharif  collections, 
and  I  was  mainly  occupied  in  disposing  of  matters,  which  hitherto  I 
had  been  prevented  from  taking  up  by  the  pressure  of  assessment 
work ;  and  in  commencing  the  preparations  for  my  final  report  After 
having  been  for  a  short  time  in  charge  of  both  settlements  of  Delhi  and 
Gurg;aon,  I  left  the  district  on  the  29th  December  1877,  having  been 
appointed  Settlement  Secretary  to  the  Financial  Commissioner.  The 
history  of  the  settlement  from  this  point  will  be  described  by 
Mr.  Macouachie  in  the  following  paragraph 
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Section  94. — Ak  the  beginning  of  1878  matters  stood  thus:— The 
_  .  "  assessment  reports  of  the  five  tahsils  had  been 

Operations  «nce  Dec  1877.    8ubmitted  and  sanctioned,  and  the  village  jamas 

done°rlC  remaining  to  be    had  been  announced.    The  work  of  distributing 

the  assessments  on  the  holdings  throughout  the 
villages  was  complete  so  far  as  to  allow  of  the  actual  levy  of  the  revenue 
being  made  according  to  the  new  arrangements,  but  the  calculations 
had  not  been  finally  checked,  and  so  were  not  shown  as  finished  in  the 
official  quarterly  report  of  December  31,  1877.  As  regards  the  record, 
attestation  in  its  primary  stage,  by  Munsarim*,  was  virtually  complete, 
and  that  of  Deputy  Superintendents  remained  in  only  60  villages. 

On  the  other  hand,  comparatively  little  had  been  done  in  the 
preparation  of  the  record  in  its  fair  and  final  shape,  while  the  rights 
and  rents  of  tenants  were  as  yet  not  adjusted,  and  the  preliminary 
sketch  of  the  administration  paper  which  was  being  drawn  up  by  the 
Munsarims  had  been  attested  by  the  Superintendents  in  ouly  190 
villages.  The  Extra  Assistant  had  drawn  up  in  the  rough  a  statement 
of  tribal  custom  for  two  tahsils.  In  the  matter  of  miscellaneous  work, 
the  names  of  the  selected  zaildars  had  been  submitted  and  sanctioned, 
but  the  final  adjustment  of  their  circles  was  yet  to  be  made  in  connection 
with  the  re-distribution  ot  patwaris'  circles,  which  had  not  yet  been 
taken  in  hand.  Among  other  miscellaneous  work  still  remaining  might 
be  mentioned  the  appointments  of  head  lambardars,  the  writing, 
distribution,  and  realization  of  the  price  of  statements  of  holdings,  the 
assessments  of  gardens,  remissions  on  well  leases,  and  the  investigation 
of  maafis. 

The  charge  of  the  settlement,  in  addition  to  that  of  Delhi,  had  been 
Distribution  of  work  be-    entrusted  to  Mr.  Maconachie,  with  Mr.  Wilson 
tween  the  Settlement  Officer    as  his  assistant  in  the  joint  charge.    It  seemed 
and  his  assistant.  best,  for  tne  progress  of  the  work,  that  M  r.  Wilson 

should  have  his  head-quarters  at  Gurgaon,  and  should  confine  his 
attention  to  the  work  of  that  district,  s  taking  immediate  charge  of  all 
the  subordinate  establishment.  All  vernacular  reports  were  submitted 
to  him  by  the  Superintendents,  and  he  passed  orders  on  them  without 
reference  to  the  Settlement  Officer,  whose  time  was  necessarily  much 
occupied  with  Delhi  affairs.  Ordinary  correspondence  too  in  the  English 
Office  was  carried  on  by  Mr.  Wilson  directly  in  the  name  ox  the 
Settlement  Officer,  reference  being  made  to  Delhi  in  any  matter  of 
importance,  or  one  involving  question  of  principle.  The  main  burden 
of  the  work  thus  fell  on  the  Assistant  Settlement  Officer ;  the  Settlement 
Officer  at  the  same  time  maintained  his  responsibility  for  every  thing 
done  in  the  district,  and  free  play  was  given  to  allow  of  the  unimpeded 
progress  of  the  work.  On  the  whole  the  arrangement  worked  well, 
though  towards  the  end  it  was  found  advisable  for  the  Settlement  Officer 
himself  to  bring  direct  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Superintendents  to  hasten 
the  termination  of  proceedings,  the  more  so  as  Mr.  Wilson  was  on  leave 
for  three  months,  from  August  to  October  1879.  On  the  other  hand,  for 
nearly  the  same  period  in  1878,  he  had  to  sustain  singly  the  burden  of 
both  Settlements  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Maconachie  on  privilege  leave. 
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The  plan  of  fairing  the  record  adopted  in  this  district  was  to  make 

Planoffairin  the  records    ^e  ^refc  faired  copy  the  patwarfs*  and  the 
m  0  ft    g  '    second  that  which  is  filed  in  the  Record  Office. 

After  completing  the  work  in  this  way  it  still  seems  better  than  making 
the  first  copy  that  of  the  Record  Office,  and  then,  as  a  secondary  affair, 
supplying  the  patw&rf  subsequently  with  his  papers.    In  Gurgaon  both 
copies  are  alike,  and  are  alike  attested  by  the  Superintendents,  and  the  ■ 
signature  of  the  Settlement  Officer,  so  that  each  may  be  considered  as 
a  primary  evidence    Yet  in  case  of  any  conflict  on  any  unimportant 
point,  preference  should  ordinarily  be  given  to  the  patw&ris'  copy  : 
difference  on  any  point  of  importance  is,  it  is  believed,  impossible. 
The  system  of  check  was  thorough,  perhaps  even  too  much  so,  but 
interference  in  a  matter  like  this,  where  quite  a  professional  etiquette 
and  prejudice  exists,  is  very  difficult,  and  apt  to  prove  dangerous. 
After  some  time  indeed,  and  when  the  style  of  work  produced  had  been 
pretty  well  ascertained,  it  was  found  possible  to  diminish  the  number 
of  checks  made  in  the  tahsfls  to  only  one,  which  was  called  the 
Superintendent's  "  janch."   After  this  all  the  papers,  the  rough  and  faired 
alike,  were  sent  to  the  Extra  Assistant,  who  had  a  special  establishment 
of  muharrirs  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  final  check.    During  the 
later  period  of  the  fairing  work,  this  establishment  was  moved  from  one 
tahsfl  to  another  as  the  progress  of  the  papers  made  it  advisable.  The 
system  of  check,  as  at  present  practised,  is  a  somewhat  cumbrous  one, 
but  a  sudden  change  in  such  an  important  part  of  settlement  procedure 
might  be  dangerous.    One  good  check  would  seem  sufficient  for  all 
purposes,  provided  it  be  independent.    The  Superintendents,  however, 
would  have  been  frightened  at  this,  and  would  have  demurred  that  their 
confidence  in  the  correctness  of  the  papers  could  not  in  thi-  way  have 
been  secured,  so  that  a  compromise  was  the  only  practicable  plan  of 
working,  and  the  result  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.    There  is  every 
reason  to  believe  the  Gurgaon  record  a  very  fairly  correct  one.  The 
fairing  of  the  patwans'  copy  was  done  by  the  more  intelligent  patwaris 
themselves,  and  by  agents  appointed  for  the  others.    The  fairing  of  the 
Record  Office  copy,  being  plain  and  simple,  was  given  out  on  coutract 
by  piece-work  under  the  close  and  personal  supervision  of  the  Superin- 
tendents.   This  is  really  not  so  much  an  innovation  as  it  seems,  as  for 
the  most  part  all  wilting  work  in  the  Settlement  is  done  strictly 
according  to  a  quantity  fixed  for  the  day  or  month.    A  man  on  Rs.  15 
a  month  as  a  muharrir  gets  his  wages  only  when  he  does  the  full 
amount  of  work  fixed  as  his  monthly  minimum.    So  that  all  or  most  of 
such  work  is  really  piece-work.     The  difference  between  this  and 
contract  piece-work  lies  in  the  different  degree  of  closeness  of  supervision 
which  may  or  may  not  obtain  under  the  two  systems. 

Experience  in  Gurgaon  shows  that  with  good  supervision,  and  a 

Contract  work  may 

la  few  rules  laid  down  at  starting  as  to  style  and 
good  in  fairing  if  the  Boper-  other  points  of  writing,  very  fair  work  may  be 
Tiaion  is  good.  obtained  under  contract,  and  there  is  almost 

certainly  the  advantage  of  economy  and  speed.  Of  course,  if  this  made 
the  papers  bad  and  incorrectly  written,  nothing  coul »  be  said,  but  so 
far  as  the  check  of  the  Government  copy  shows,  this  is  not  the  case. 
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After  all  it  is  generally  easier  to  make  a  correct  copy  than  an  incorrect 
one,  and  no  gross  examples  of  bad  work  have  been  discovered.  It  will 
be  interesting  n  this  respect  to  compare  notes  with  the  experience 
derived  in  Delhi,  where  the  plan  of  fairing  is  almost  the  same  as  in 
Gurgaon.  The  Record  Office  copy  was  begun  about  October  1878,  when 
the  patwaris'  copy  was  well  advanced,  and  eventually  was  finished 
not  much  behind  the  latter. 

There  seems  little  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  work  in  the  ^ 
different  tahsils,  though  some  trouble  was  experienced  in  winding  up 
the  work  of  RewSri,  and  of  Nuh.  Illness  was  a  real  cause  of  delay  on 
all  sides,  but  it  was  not  made  more  of  than  facts  warranted.  Palwal, 
the  last  tahsfl,  was  clear  at  the  beginning  of  October  1879.  There  was 
some  doubt  as  to  the  disposal  ot  the  establishment,  a  great  part  of 
which,  owing  to  the  decrease  in  number  of  pending  settlements,  had  to 
come  under  reduction.  The  best  men  were  drafted  off  to  Hoshiarpur 
and  Sirsa. 

Section  95. — Protective  leases  for  wells  were  given  under  the  pro- 

rrotectivelcascgfor  wella.    v^swns  °f tne  Circular  of  the  Board  of  Adminis- 
tration, Punjab,  No.  41  of  1850,  to  which  atten- 
tion was  called  by  Secretary  Government  Punjab's  No.  546,  dated 
3rd  April  1861.    Under  it  protection  from  levy  of  the  irrigated 
land-rate  was  to  lie  given  for  20  years  in  the  case  of  new  wells,  and 
for  10  years  where  an  old  well  had  fallen  out  of  use  and  had  been 
repaired.    For  cuts  from  rivers  and  jhils  from  5  to  10  years  according 
to  the  sums  expended  on  the  work.    By  a  reference  to  Government  it 
was  decided  that  the  date  of  the  letter  of  1861,  above  quoted,  should 
be  the  earliest  limit  for  leases  now  taken  out ;  that  is  to  say,  if  any 
protective  leases  had  been  taken  out  after  1858,  when  Gurgaon  came 
into  the  Punjab,  and  before  1861,  the  owners  of  them  would  be  entitled 
to  dry  assessment,  otherwise  protection  was  to  be  claimed  only  for 
works  constructed  after  the  issue  of  the  orders  in  the  latter  year. 
Practically,  however,  this  proved  unimportant,  as  no  one  cared  greatly 
to  apply  for  protection,  and  Government  had  already  noticed  the  fact. 
It  was  further  directed  that  exemption  extended  only  to  wells  con- 
structed of  masonry,  and  not  those  of  a  temporary  nature. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  numbers  of  wells  dealt  with 
under  these  provisions  in  each  tahsil  during  settlement  :— 


> 
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Name  of  Takafl. 

No.  of 
leases. 

Extent  of 
land. 

,  Average  per 
lease. 

To  whoxa  giwa. 

•». 

105 

1,091 

a,  a  p. 

10   1  22 

(  *?  Proprietors. 

{    6  Proprietors  and  tenants. 

(   2  Tenants. 

Gurgaon 

••» 

183 

• 

2300 

12  4  11 

i  172  Proprietors. 

1       rropnetors  ana  tenants* 

Nuh 

••• 

as 

atC 

11   t  12 

1  34  Proprietors. 

\   0  Proprietors  and  tenant*. 

f      1  Tnnant 

Falwal 

••« 

105 

1,316 

12  2  6 

[  08  Proprietors. 

j    1  Proprietor  and  tenant. 

Bewari 

••• 

88 

1,790 

19  2  7 

f  81  Proprietors. 

<   <5  Proprietors  and  tenants. 

i    1  Tenant. 

» 

Total  ... 

616 

6,843 

18   1  2 

(482  Proprietors. 

<  J3  Proprietors  and  tenants. 

.1  21  Tenants. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  some  of  the  leases  were  given  to  tenants 
either  alone  <fr  acting  in  concert  wi th  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  they 
tilled.  In  Falwal  2  of  these  cases  were  of  tenants -at- will,  in  the  others 
tenants  with  right  of  occupancy.  The  right  of  tenants  to  sink  wells  in 
Gurgaon  is  referred  to  in  the  printed  selections  from  the  records  of 
the  office  of  the  Financial  Commissioner,  No.  XLIV,  1871 


lion  96.— The  boundary  map  and  the  accompanying  fchasrah 
are  not  bound  up  with  the  settlement  record, 
Boundary  file  and  *en>   birt form  a  separate  file,  as  directed  .in  the  rules 
E^L2&!SL**    under  tihe  tUnd  Revenue  Act         :2.  This 

Hurvey  boundary  maps.  ^    .  _  ,        ,  . 

part  of  (he  work  was  started,  and  an  great 
measure  completed,  by  Mr.  O'Brien  :  tracings  of  the  boundary  maps  were 
sent  to  Captain  Wilkmn,  (Deputy  {Superintendent  of  the  Revenue  Survey 
party  by  which  the  district  was  measured  in  the  seasons  1873  to  1876  ; 
and  thnt  officer  i a  b is  -annual  reports  for  1873-74  and  1674-75  stated 

excellent,  and  tue  best  which  he  had 

O 
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Section  07— The  bound  settlement  records  filed  for  each  village 
General  account  of  record,    consists  of  the  following  papers  :— 

1.  The  title  page  and  list  of  papers. 

2.  The  field  register  or  khasrah,  accompanied  by — 

3.  Tho  field  map  or  shajrah,  placed  in  a  packet  at  one  end  of 

the  volume. 

4.  The  tender  of  engagement. 

5.  An  Index  to  the  khewat  khatauni. 

6.  Tho  khewat  khatauni  or  the  register  of  the  rights  and 

liabilities  of  tho  owners  and  occupiers. 

7.  The  statement  of  proprietary  tenure. 

8.  An  Index  to  the  well  statement. 

9.  The  well  statement 

10.  The  statement  of  ponds  and  tanks  used  for  irrigation. 
3 1.    The  list  of  revenue  assignments. 

12.  The  list  of  judicial  cases  decided  in  the  Settlement  Courts. 

13.  The  village  Administration  Paper. 

14.  The  final  proceeding. 

Section  98. — The  title  page  and  list  of  papers  includes  also  a  sum- 
mary of  the  chief  facts  relating  to  tho  estate, 
Title  page.  swk  as  tho  assessment  circle  in  which  it  was 

included,  the  amount  and  method  uf  distribution  of  the  jama,  the  form 
of  proprietary  tenure,  the  names  of  the  village  officers,  and  of  the 
settlement  officers,  under  whose  supervision  the  record  was  compiled. 

Section  99. — The  field  register  or  khasrah  is  in  the  form  prescribed 

in  the  rules  under  the  Land  Revenue  Act,  and 
Field  register.  tjQeg  nQ^        fQT         Specjaj  rcmark. 

Section  100. — The  field  map  or  shajrah  was  prepared  on  the  same 
Field  map  and  eompari-    scale  as  the  boundary  maj),  viz.,  16  inches  to 
8on  of  settlement  and  survey    the  mile.    In  a  few  villages  it  was  drawn  on 
measurements.  double  this  scale ;  this  was  found  necessary  in 

some  estates,  of  which  the  lands  stretched  down  into  jhils :  here  tho 
people  )iad  very  generally  divided  their  lands  into  very  long  and  very 
narrow  fields,  stretching  from  the  higher  to  the  lower  parts  of  the 
estate,  so  that  all  would  suffer  and  gain  alike,  as  the  waters  rose  and 
fell.  The  cultivated  fields  are  uncoloured,  but  distinguishing  lines  of 
color  are  drawn  around  tho  fields  irrigated  from  wells,  or  naturally 
Hooded :  the  culturable  waste  is  coloured  with  a  green  wash,  the  uncul- 
turable  waste  with  neutral  tint,  and  the  village  site,  pools,  wells, 
boundary  pillars,  roads  graveyards,  water-course,  &c,  are  separately 
denot  d.  I  may  add  that  the  result  of  the  comparison  of  the  Settlement, 
with  the  Revenue  Survey  areas  was  reported  in  my  No.  2C7  of 
8th  September  1877;  the  Financial  Commissioner  in  his  Secretary's 
letter  to  Government,  No.  121 G  of  5th  December  1877,  remarked  that 
the  comparison  showed  that  the  Settlement  measurements  were  on  tho 
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whole  very  trustworthy.  In  27  villages  the  comparison  led  to  correc- 
tions of  the  settlement  maps. 

Section  101. — The  tender  of  engagement  for  the  revenue  is  signed 

by  the  headmen  of  tho  village  on  their  own 
Tender  of  engagement.       part  ^  Qn  tha(.  of         Qther  owner8  0f  th« 

estate.  On  the  back  of  it,  is  an  order  by  the  Settlement  Officer  accepting 
the  tender,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government,  and 
specifying  the  date  from  which  the  new  assessment  would  be  collected, 
and  the  instalments  in  which  it  would  be  paid. 

Section  102. — The  Index  to  the  khewat  khatauni  gives  the  names 

of  all  the  owners  and  tenants  arranged  in 
index  to  khewat  khatauni.    alphabefcical  orderj  and  refers  to  the  number 

and  page  of  the  khewat  khatauni  in  which  the  names  occur. 

Section  103. — The  khewat  khatauni  or  register  of  rights  and 

liabilities  is  in  the  form  prescribed  in  tho  rules 
Khewat  khatauni  umler  the  Lanti  Reveuue  Act.   The  general 

order  laid  down  for  the  entries  in  this  paper  was  the  following:— 

1st  The  owner's  cultivation. 

2nd.  Cultivation  of  occupancy  tenants. 

3rd.  Cultivation  of  tenants-at-will. 

4th.  Dholi  and  Bhonda  lands. 

5ih.  Lately  abandoned,  if  not  included  in  any  holding. 

6th.  Gardens. 

7th.  Culturable  waste. 

8th.  Unculturable  waste. 

9th.  Lapsed  revenue  free  plots. 

10//*.  Plots  owned  by  owners,  not  having  a  share  in  the  village. 

1 1  th.  Revenue  free  plots. 

12th.  Government  properties. 

The  names  of  the  owners  are  given  according  to  the  order  noted 
in  the  statement  of  proprietary  tenure.  In  the  column  of  remarks  are 
noted  special  facts  affecting  individual  holdings,  such  as  arrangements 
between  the  co-sharers  as  to  the  cultivation,  terms  of  mortgages,  notes 
as  to  the  special  tenures  of  particular  plots,  &c. 

Section  104. — The  statement  of  proprietary  tenure  and  pedigree  is, 

in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  rules,  under  the 
^Statement  of  proprietary    j^J  Revenue  Act.     The  pedigree  table,  of 

course,  gives  the  names  of  tho  owners  according 
to  seniority  of  descent,  proceeding  from  right  to  left  where  the  owners 
belong  to  different  tribes  and  gots,  or  descend  from  ancestors,  who  have 
.  settled  at  different  times,  the  names  are  arranged  with  reference  to — 

1st.  Tribes. 
2nd.  Gots. 
3rd.    Date  of  settling. 

4th.    Alphabetical  order. 
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Names  of  purchasers  anil  other  holders  of  derivative  ownership 
aro  entered  opposite  tho  name  of  the  owner  from  whom  the  property 
derived. 


Section  105. — The  Index  to  the  well  statement  gives  the  names  of 

the  wells  alphabetically  arranged  ami  refers  to 
Index  to  well  statement.     the  numuer  an(j  page  0f  the  well  statement 

Section  1G6.— The  well  statement  is  in  the  form  given  hi  the 
-      „  .  miles  under  the  Land  Hevrome  Act  with  the 

The  well  .tatemcnt.  addit*on.  of  four  columns  motioned  by  the 

Financial  Commissioner  in  his  Secretary's  letters  Nos.  91  of  4th 
January  1875,  and  614  of  2nd  February  1875. 

The  additional  columns  show  — 


1.  Kind  of  waiter,  k  %  sweet, 
salt  or  brackish. 


2.   Lands  attached  to  weU. 


f  i.e.,  detail  and  area  of  all  the  fields 
[  attached  to  the  well,  whether  or 

(  aittiuta  cnan. )  j  mont,  or  all  capable  of  not  of 

^  irrigation  in  one  yeat. 

„     A  (  i.  e.,  the  area  treated  as  capable 

3.  Area  capable  of  irrigation!  of  'irri   tion  in  one  JQUl 

txr  i1?  °ue  y?*l'  1  therefore  assessed  at  irrigated  rates 

(KabU  abpaslu.)  (  fa  ftafflin  J£he  villag0 

(  i.  e.r  the  fields  with  their  area 

4,  Actually  irrigated  (chain.)  <  actually  found  irrigated  at  the  time 

(  of  the  Settlement  measurements. 

Section  107.— The  statement'of  ponds  and  tanks  used  for  irrigation 
statement  of  ponds  and    requires  no  special  notice :  it  is  generally 
ta^s.  blank. 

Section  108. — Tho  list  of  revenue  free  assignments  and  tho 
List  of  revenue  free  assign-    statement  of  judicial  decisions,  are  also  to  bo 
nirnts  and   Mntcmcut  of    jn  tho  form  prescribed  in  the  rules,  and  do  not 
ju  icia   ocisioiik  caj|  £OJ,        gpgj.jjj  notice. 

Section  109.— In  tho  Final  Proceeding  there  is  a  brief  recital  of 

The  Final  Proceeding.      *•  ^t^y  <?f  the  preparation  of  the  record, 

and  also  a  notice  of  the  result  of  the  comparison 
of  tho  settlement  areas  with  those  of  tho  Professional  Survey.  It 
contains  six  sections,  dealing  respectively  with— 

1.  The  adjustment  of  boundaries. 

2.  The  Settlement  and  Professional  Surveys,  and  the  results  of 

the  comparison  between  the  two. 

3.  Assignments  of  revenue. 

4.  The  former  settlements. 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    85  ) 

5.  The  demand  of  the  present  settlement,  with  a  notice  of  the 

amount  postponed  on  account  of  protective  leases. 

6.  The  attestation  of  the  documents  composing  the  Record 

of  Rights  and  the  notifications  under  which  the  settle- 
ment was  effected. 

Sedwn  UO— The  village  administration  paner  was  drawn  up  on  a 
The«d«iini«tiationpaptr.   mo<^e^  which  received  tne  general  Approval  of 

the  Financial  Commissioner  in  his  Secretary's 
letter  Tfo.  1374  S.  of  8th  March  187«.  It  is  divided  intofbur  chapters, 
thus :— • 

Chapter  I.— Relations  of  the  owners  to- Government. 
Chapter  II.— Relations  of  the  owners  towards  one  another. 
Chapter  III.— Relations  of  the  owners  to  non-owners. 
Chapter  IV.— Tillage  officers  and  servants. 


Chapter  I,— Relations  of  the  owners  to  Government 

Section  1.— Recites  the  amount  of  the  jama  and  the  instalments  in 
which  and  the  party  to  whom  it  is  paid,  whether  to  Government  or  a 
jagirdar.  In  villages  to  which  the  condition  as  to  remission  in  case  of 
more  than  10  per  cent,  of  cultivated  and  fallow  area  being  submerged 
applies,  the  condition  will  be  recited  in  this  clause. 

Section  2. — Recites  the  existing  cesses  and  the  power  of  Govern- 
ment to  alter  and  increase  them  and  to  make  rules  as  to  their  payment. 

Section  3. — Recites  obligation  of  owners  to  take  up  additions  to  the 
Government  demand  on  account  of  alluvion,  &c.,  and  also  recites  any 
sums  payable  by  the  village  in  addition  to  the  Government  jama  and 
cesses,  e.  g.t  their  obligation  arising  from  agreement  to  contribute  to 
the  expense  of  maintaining  an  embankment. 

Section  4.— Gives  a  detail  of  all  Government  lands,  recites  rights  of 
Government  in  mines-  of  metal  and  kankar,  and  to  stones  from  beds  of 
nullahs  er  from  hiU*> 


Chapteb  IL— Relatione  of  the  owners  towards  one  another. 

♦  Section  5.— Constitution  of  the  village  and  mode  of  payment  of 

jama  and  cesses,  also  of  any  extra  payments  mentioned  in  Section  3  and 
of  a  fine  imposed  on  the  whole  village. 

Section  6. — Alluvion  and  diluvion — Rules  as  to  boundaries  of 
village,  as  to  ownership  of  lands  gained  or  lost,  and  as  to  distribution 
of  jaml 

Section  7^Common  land,  its  management  and  the  enjoyment  of 
the  income. 

g3 
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Section  8.— Partition  of  common  land  of  (a)  village,  (h)  sub-divisions 
of  village,  (c)  owners. 

Section  9  —  Re-division  of  the  village  and  re-adjustment  of  the 
revenue  with  agreement  in  such  case  to  respect  protective  leases. 

Section  10.— Custom  of  pdnnpalat  or  periodical  exchange  of 
holdings  and  the  conditions  under  which  the  lands,  subject  to  the 
custom,  are  held. 

Section  11. — Management  of  lands  abandoned  by  proprietors,  not 
in  balance,  and  the  conditions  onwhich  such  lands  are  held  * 

Section  12.— Claims  of  owners  with  reference  to  lands  taken  up 
for  public  purposes  and  to  lauds  given  back  by  Government. 

Section  13. — Rights  of  owners  as  to  the  village  site  and  houses 
built  thereon. 

Section  14.—  Rights  of  owners  as  to  manure. 

Section  15. — Rights  of  owners  as  to  trees  in  lands  held  in  severalty 
and  jointly,  and  on  hill  lands  and  on  boundaries. 

Section  16. — Rights  of  owners  as  to  irrigation  from  wolls,  jhils  and 
embankments. 

Section  17.— Special  customs  as  to  pre-emption. 

Section  18.— Customs  as  to  mortgage  not  included  in  the  Riwajiam 
and  not  being  such  as  would  depend  on  the  agreement  of  the  mortgagor 
and  future  mortgagee,  who  would  not  ordinarily  be  a  party  to  this 
administration  paper. 

Section  19.— Rights  of  owners  of  plots. 

Section  20. — Customs  as  to  mulba  or  village  expenses,  its  expendi- 
ture, audit  and  collection. 


Chapter  III.— Relations  of  owners  to  Non-owners. 

Section  21.— General  customs  as  to  the  mode  of  taking  rents  in  kind, 
omitting  all  matters  which  would  ordinarily  be  the  subject  of  special 
agreement 

Section  22.— Rights  of  tenants  as  to  breaking  waste. 

Section  23.— Rights  of  tenants  as  to  irrigation  from  wells,  jhfls  and 
embankments. 

Section  24.— Rights  of  non-owners  as  to  manure. 

Section  25. — Rights  of  non-owners  as  to  trees,  pala  and  pula  {Zizy- 
phui  nummularia  and  miinj  grass). 

•  The  caw  of  abandonment  by  an  owner  in  balance  is  provided  for  by  Act  XXX111 
of  1871,  Sections  47  and  W. 
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Section  2G. — Rights  of  non -owners  as  to  non-agricultural  uses  of  the 
lands,  e.  g.,  constructing  bartons,  threshing  floors,  sugar  and  oil  presses, 
indigo  vats,  salt  pans,  ecc. 

Section  27. — Right  of  non-owners  as  to  grazing. 

Section  2S. — Right  of  non-owners  in  drinking  wells,  tanks,  &c. 

Section  29. — Adjustment  of  claims  of  cultivators  as  to  lands  taken 
up  for  public  purposes  or  lost  by  diluvion. 

Section  30. — Rights  of  non-owners  in  village  site  and  their  houses 
thereon,  with  mention  of  any  cess  levied. 


Chapter  IV.— Village  officers  and  servants. 

Section  31. — Recites  names  and  remuneration  of  zaildar,  ala 
lambardar  and  lambardars,  and  also  provides  as  to  remuneration  of  an 
agent  appointed  in  place  of  an  infant  or  aged  lambardar. 

Section  32.— Recites  the  name  and  remuneration  of  the  patwari. 

Section  33.— Recites  the  name  and  remuneration  of  the  chaukidar, 
with  the  raodo  of  collecting  his  pay,  and  reserves  the  right  of  the 
magistrate  to  make  new  regulations.  " 

Section  34.— Recites  the  customary  duties  and  services  of  the  village 
servants. 

Section  111.— The  record  of  tribal  custom  does  not  form  part  of 

~*           ,  , .  .,  ,     ,       the  village  settlement  record,  and  no  part  of  it 

The  record  of  tribal  custom.    ,       ,      °  .  .    ,  .      '  c  1 .  . 

has  been  incorporated  by  reference  into  the 

village  administration  papers.    A  very  full  and  interesting  account  of 

this  paper  written  by  Mr.  Wilson  will  be  found  among  the  appendices 

of  this  report. 

Section  112. — The  following  remarks  on  some  of  the  entries  in  the 
Some  entries  in  the  ad-    administration  paper  have  been  furnished  by 

ministration  \)&\)or.  Mr.  Wilson  : — 

One  of  the  questions  put  to  the  proprietors  regarding  their 
Redistribution  of  land       customs  and  rights  among  themselves  was, 

whether  they  could  claim  redistribution-  of 
their  land.  As  a  general  rule,  the  reply  was  "no,"  but  in  some 
cases,  even  whero  the  land  is  entered  as  owned  separately  by  the 
proprietors,  they  said  occasion  might  arise  in  which  redistribution 
could  be  claimed.  This  is,  however,  so  much  opposed  to  the  com- 
mon custom,  and  so  difficult  to  carry  out  without  undue  injury  to 
individuals,  that  the  courts  should  require  clear  proof  of  the  custom 
before  allowing  it. 

At  the  last  settlement  the  proprietors  of  many  villages  found  their 
.   .     .    ,     assessment  so  high  that  they  were  glad  to  get 

TiJa^man^emeut,111         tenants  to  Join  *hem  in  working  tie  village, 

and  allowed  them  to  share  in  all  the  protits  of 
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the  form  on  condition  of  sharing  all  the  loss.  In  most  eases  these  men 
were  recorded  as  hereditary  tenants,  or  as  tenant  kkewatddrs  sharing 
in  the  profit  and  loss,  but  often  they  were  recorded  as  ordinary  non- 
hereditary  tenants.  The  assessments  now  are  proportionately  much 
lighter  and  the  value  of  land  much  higher  than  it  was,  and  the 
proprietors  of  most  of  such  villages  have  seized  the  opportunity  of  the 
expiry  of  the  settlement  to  get  rid  of  these  partners  and  to  assume  all 
the  responsibilities  and  all  the  advantages  of  the  farm  themselves. 
They  have  been  allowed  to  do  so,  as  it  appeared  clear  that  those  tenants 
were  only  in  the  position  of  joint  fanners  for  the  term  of  settlement, 
and  that  the  proprietors  had  the  right  to  resume  all  their  rights  when  a 
new  settlement  began. 

In  250  villages,  up  to  the  present  settlement,  the  proprietors  had 
tenants  sharing  with  them  in  the  profit  and  loss  of  the  farm.  In  242  of 
these  they  have  now  themselves  assumed  the  whole  liabilities  and 
reduced  their  former  partners  to  the  position  of  tenants  only,  and  in  8 
the  tenants  still  share  the  profit  and  loss. 

The  usual  condition  recorded  regarding  absconded  proprietors  is  to 
Absconded  Btoprieton.  flowing  effect: — "  If  a  proprietor  abscond 

leaving  no  arrear  of  revenue,  but  having  made 
no  arrangement  for  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  first  his  near  relations 
(  kardbaii ),  &c.,  have  the  right  to  cultivate  it.  If  within  the  period 
of  limitation  any  absconded  or  absentee  proprietor  claim  his  share,  he 
will  be  entitled  to  receive  his  land  on  paying  all  losses." 

In  some  villages  it  has  been  added  that  he  will  take  his  share  after 
reckoning  for  all  profits  and  losses,  and  in  others  it  is  stated  that  he 
will  take  his  share  without  any  such  account.  I  doubt  whether  there 
is  any  clear  custom  on  this  matter  which  would  bind  the  Courts  to  give 
a  decision  in  accordance  with  it  without  further  enquiry.  Such  cases 
should  perhaps  be  decided  each  on  its  merits  according  to  equity. 

Section  113. — I  noted  in  para.  1,  that  paragraph  (or  as  I  find  them 
fOmlt  ed')  now  called  section)  113  would  be  written  by 

Mr.  Maconachie.  On  return  from  furlough,  I 
find  that  this  has  been  overlooked,  and  as  my  Memo,  on  the  subject  has 
been  lost,  I  do  not  know  to  what  the  paragraph  was  to  have  related. 

Section  114.— It  is  very  common  for  an  individual  proprietor,  and 

Dohli  tenures.  B^  more  80  for  a  whole  villa^e  Community, 

to  set  apart  a  small  piece  of  land,  usually  two 

or  three  bigas,  to  be  held  rent-free  for  the  benefit  of  some  temple, 

mosque  or  shrine,  or  to  give  a  piece  of  land  on  similar  favorable 

terms  to  a  pandit  or  other  person  of  a  religious  order.    Such  a  grant 

is  called  a  dohli  and  the  holder  a  dohliddr.   They  have  been  recorded 

as  such  in  the  settlement  record,  with  a  note  giving  in  detail  the  terms 

on  which  the  land  is  held.    So  long  as  the  purposes  for  which  the 

<rrant  was  made  are  carried  out,  it  cannot  be  resumed  ;  but  should  the 

holder  grossly  fail  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  proprietors 

can  eject  him  and  put  in  some  one  else  under  a  like  tenure.  There  are 

do/tii  tenures  in  517  of  the  1,264  villages  of  the  district,  and  the  area 

so  held  amounts  to  8,704  acres. 
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Section  115.— The  bkonda  is,  like  the  dohli,  a  grant  of  a  few  bigas 

Bkonda  tenures,  °^  *an(*  rent-free.    The  principal  difTerenoe 

is  that,  while  the  service  for  which  the  dohli 
is  granted  is  something  directly  connected  with  religion,  the  bkonda 
is  given  for  some  secular  service,  such  as  the  duties  of  the  village 
watchman  (chaukiddr)  or  messenger  (buldhir).  The  bhondaddr  has 
been  recorded  as  such,  with  a  detail  of  the  conditions  of  his  holding. 
He  may  be  ejected  on  failure  to  fulfil  these  conditions,  and  perhaps  in 
some  cases  at  the  will  of  the  proprietors.  It  is  simply  an  old-fashioned 
mode  of  paying  for  services.  There  are  bkonda  tenures  in  £20  of  the 
UG4  villages  of  the  district,  and  the  area  held  under  the  tenure 
amounts  to  6,990  acres. 

Section  116. — tn  some  villages  a  tenure  is  found  which  is  neither 
im^m  .  .A    full  proprietary  tenure  nor  hereditary  tenancy, 

(S^SSSS^   but  ^tween  the  two.   It  is  called  milkiyat 

rivihdwla,  "limited  proprietary  right,"  or 
milkiyat  arazi  maqbiha,  *  ownership  of  the  land  held."  Its  distinguish- 
ing feature  is  that,  while  the  proprietor  has  full  proprietary  right  over 
the  land  he  occupies,  he  has  no  corresponding  share  in  the  common 
land  and  common  income  of  the  village,  and  is  therefore  hardly  a 
member  of  the  village  community  proper.  Such  tenures  usually 
originate  in  a  gift  or  sale  of  a  portion  of  land  only,  the  rights  attached 
having  been  specially  reserved  at  the  time  of  the  transfer.  Gifts  to 
religious  institutions  and  gifts  to  illegitimate  children  are  usually  of 
this  description.  There  are  190  villages  in  the  district  in  which  such 
tenures  are  found,  and  the  total  area  thus  held  amounts  to  4,832 


SdcUon  117.— The  custom  of  periodical  exchange  of  lands,  known 

in  this  district  as  pdnapatat  (from  pdna,  a 
landT^^o*11^  °f   bl<*k  of  !*nd,  and  palat,  change),  prevails  in 

several  villages  of  the  Re  wan  tahsfl,  and  a  few 
of  Gurgaon.  The  owners  of  the  village,  or  more  usually  of  a  sub- 
division of  the  village,  owning  their  land  in  common,  divide  it  into 
several  blocks  (pdna)  which  different  bodies  of  them  cultivate 
separately,  exchanging  blocks  at  the  end  of  a  fixed  period,  each  body  of 
proprietors  cultivating  all  the  blocks  in  turn.  There  is  no  universally- 
acted-on  period ;  sometimes  it  is  3  or  4  or  6  years,  and  sometimes  in  the 
same  village  are  found  two  different  periods  acted  on.  So  sometimes 
there  are  2,  sometimes  4,  sometimes  8  blocks  belonging  to  the  same  set  of 
owners  and  exchanged  about  among  them.  Usually  the  blocks  are 
fixed  and  separately  marked  off,  and  simply  change  hands  in  regular 
recognised  turn  at  the  end  of  each  successive  period,  but  sometimes  the 
land  is  recontributed,  fields  which  formed  one  block  being  mixed  up  with 
fields  that  formed  another  block.  Sometimes  the  blocks  of  land  are 
approximately  equal ;  sometimes  one  better  than  another;  the  different 
sets  of  proprietors  taking  the  good  and  bad  blocks  in  turn.  Usually  the 
block  Is  not  cultivated  by  an  individual  proprietor  but  by  a  number 
who  either  cultivate  the  block  in  common  or  divide  among  themselves 
by  lot  for  the  period  of  their  oocupation.   Generally  the  body  of 
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proprietors  which  practise  this  custom,  besides  the  blocks  periodically 
exchanged,  hold  permanently  some  part  of  their  land  which  is  exempt 
from  the  custom.  A  proprietor,  occupying  for  the  time  a  block  of  this 
nature,  cannot  mortgage  or  sell  it,  but  may  transfer  his  share  in  the 
whole  land,  the  transferee  taking  his  place  and  becoming  bound  by  the 
custom  as  he  was. 

Strange  to  say  this  custom  is  not  dying  out.  Although  in  8 
of  the  36*  villages  in  which  it  prevailed  at  the  revision  of  settlement  in 
1859  it  has  now  become  obsolete,  it  has  since  then  begun  to  be  practised 
in  33  new  villages,  and  is  now  acted  on  in  61  villages  of  Rewari  tahsil. 
It  prevails  also  in  12  villages  of  Gurgaon  tahsil,  in  9  of  which  it  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  acted  on  at  the  time  of  last  settlement. 

Section  118. — In  addition  to  the  boundary  file  and  the  settlement 
Rough  papers  made  over   record,  the  following  papers  have  been  made 
to  District  office.  over  to  the  district  office : — 

1.  The  file  of  attestation  of  the  khewat  khatauni,  which  is  in 

a  book  form. 

* 

2.  The  file  of  the  distribution  of  the  revenue. 

3.  The  file  of  enquiry  into  the  rights  of  tenants  mentioned  in 

para.  310. 

4.  The  rough  Wajib-ul-arz  or  administration  paper. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  letter  from 
Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner  to  Commissioner  Delhi,  No.  1037, 
of  21st  February  1879,  the  signatures  of  the  attesting  parties  on  the 
faired  Wajib-ul-arz  and  other'papers  aro  copies  of  the  originals.  If  at 
any  time  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Wajib-ul-arz  are  disputed,  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  not  properly  attested,  the  file  of  its  preparation 
should,  I  think,  be  examined  belore  a  decision  is  given  against  the 
record. 

The  attestation  of  the  khewat  khatauni  was  generally  conducted 
either  in  the  village  itself  or  at  some  large  central  village  not  far 
off. 

Section  119. — During  the  mutiny  the  district  record  office  and 

all  the  tahsil  record  offices,  except  that 
J^^uSL'S^   °f  Bewfai  wero  burned;  and  in  them  wore 

destroyed  the  settlement  records  of  the  district, 
except  those  of  Rewdri  and  a  part  of  the  records  of  what  was  thon 
tahsil  Sohna.  After  the  mutiny  an  attempt  was  made  to  restore  the 
village  records  partly  on  the  basis  of  such  records  that  had  been  saved 
either  in  the  above  ofheos  or  by  patwaris,  and  partly  on  the  basis  of  a 
new  measurement  and  attestation.  These  new  records  were  drawn 
up  hastily  and  were  often  very  incorrect :  the  work  was  ordered  by 
Secretary  to  Government's  letter  No.  307  of  19th  April  1858,  but  the 
completion  of  the  work  was  never  reported  to  the  Financial  Commis- 
sioner, nor  was  the  record  sanctioned  by  Government.  When  the  present 
settlement  commenced,  the  question  was  debated  of  the  effect  of  theio 
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records  with  reference  to  Section  6  of  Act  XXVIII  of  18G8,  and 
Section  19  of  Act  XXXIII  of  1871.  It  was  finally  ruled  that  although 
this  record  did  not  possess  the  force  of  a  record  of  a  regular  settlement 
sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  for  the  purposes  of  the  Punjab 
Tenancy  Act,  yet,  as  it  was  the  best  evidence  procurable  of  the  nature 
of  tenures,  it  should  not  be  lightly  set  aside,  but  that  the  person  who 
sought  to  correct  it  should  be  called  upon  either  to  prove  his  right  in  a 
suit,  or  should  procure  the  consent  of  the  other  parties  to  the  alterations 
he  proposed- to  make  (Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner  to  Commis- 
sioner Delhi,  No.  51  of  4th  January  1875)  The  present  record  was 
compiled  in  accordance  with  these  instructions. 


CHAPTER  VII.— The  Assessment. 

Section  120.  —The  rules  under  the  Land  Revenue  Act  prescribe 

General  account  of  ro-  *^a^  suc^  Prions  °^ tm3  Asses-men t  Reports  as 
« followed.  are  likely  to  be  useful  for  future  reference 

shall  be  incorporated  into  the  final  report. 
This  procedure  will,  in  the  case  of  the  present  report,  be  the  more  con- 
venient, because  in  accordance  with  what  1  then  understood  to  b  •  the 
proper  course,  the  essential  character  of  my  assessment  was,  that  I  in 
the  first  instanc  i  framed  on  the  grounds  detailed  in  the  assessment 
reports,  the  rates  which  I  proposed  to  use  as* standard  rates  in  the  villago 
assessments,  but  did  not  at  that  stage,  except  by  way  of  experiment  in 
particular  villages,  assess  the  individual  estates  at  these  rates ;  and 
secondly,  when  these  rates  had  been  sanctioned,  I  then  proceeded  to 
assess  the  separate  estates,  using  the  sanctioned  rates  as  my  standards, 
but  modifying  them  with  reference  to  such  considerations  as  the  special 
character  of  the  soils  and  of  the  irrigation,  the  class  and  state  of  the 
owners,  the  weight  of  the  past  assessment,  the  increase  in  resources  sinco 
last  settlement,  the  special  character  of  the  cultivation,  the  proximity  of 
markets,  &c.  :  in  framing  these  detailed  assessments  1  held  myself  bound 
to  explain  in  the  village  note  books  my  reasons  for  raising  or  reducing 
the  standard  rates,  but  I  did  not  understand  that  I  was  bound  to  assess 
each  circle,  so  that  the  total  of  the  assessments  of  the  villages  included 
in  it  should  equal  the  result  of  the  application  of  the  standard  rates  ; 
nor  had  I  contemplated  being  so  bouud,  when  I  proposed  those  rates. 
My  assessment  then  of  any  particular  estate  is  based  firstly  on  the 
reasons  for  the  general  rates  of  the  circle  to  which  it  belongs,  which  will 
be  found  in  the  extracts  from  the  assessment  reports,  and  secondly,  on 
the  reasons  for  the  special  modifications  of  those  rates  given  in  the 
village  note  book ;  and  district  officers  should  remember  that  the  terms 
of  comparison  employed  by  mo  in  the  village  note  books  refer  as  a 
standard  to  the  description  of  the  circle  as  a  whole,  given  in  the  assess- 
ment report ;  thus  in  Circle  Hill  of  Rewari,  a  village  or  a  soil  may  rank 
as  average  or  superior,  which,  in  another  circle  would,  be  described  as 
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poor  or  bad.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  take  the  village  note  books  alone, 
for  my  remarks'  in  them  are  essentially  explanations  of  my  reasons  for 
following  or  departing  from  the  circle  rates,  for  which  the  grounds  are 
given  in  the  assessment  reports  :  and  the  villages  differ  bo  greatly  in 
their  capabilities  for  assessment,  that  espeoially  in  the  portions  of  the 
district  intersected  by  hills  and  flooded  by  the  streams  which  issue  from 
them,  the  rates  have  generally  required  modification  in  one  or  the  other 
direction. 

Section  121. — -I  will  therefore  first  quote  in  full  the  instructions  for 
_    assessment,  which  were  the  same  as  those  for 
JJ55  for  a89e38*     the  other  districts  of  the  division,  and  were  • 

issued  with  letter  from  Secretary  to  Govern- 
ment, to  Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner,  No.  1615  of  3rd  November 
1873,  ami  then  proceed  to  give  for  each  tahsil  extracts  from  the  assess- 
ment reports,  showing  the  rates  proposed,  the  rates  sanctioned,  and  the 
result  of  the  detailed  assessments,  with  a  general  account  of  the  causes 
which  led  to  differences  between  these  and  the  revenue  rate  jamas. 

The  following  were  my  instructions  for  assessment  t 

«  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  9  of  the  Punjab 
Land  Revenue  Act  1871,  and  with  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Governor 
General  in  Council,  the  Honorable  the  lieutenant  Governor  desires  that 
the  following  instructions  be  conveyed  to  tbe  officer  in  charge  of  the 
settlement  o?  Qurgaon  district  regarding  tbe  principle  on  which  the 
land  revenue  of  that  district  is  to  be  assessed. 

1.  The  general  principle  of  assessment  to  be  followed  is,  that  the 
Government  demand  for  land  revenue  shall  not  exceed  the  estimated 
value  of  half  the  net  produce  of  an  estate,  or  in  other  words,  one-half  of 
the  share  of  the  produce  of  an  estate  ordinarily  receivable  by  the  land- 
lord either  in  money  or  kind. 


2  In  applying  this  principle  in  the  case  of  the  district  above 
named,  where  produce  rents  prevail,  special  attention  should  be  given 
by  the  Settlement  Officer  to  produce  estimates. 

3  In  estimating  tbe  land  revenue  demand,  the  Settlement  Officer 
will  take  into  consideration  all  circumstances  directly  or  indirectly 
bearing  upon  the  assessment,  such  as  rent  rates,  where  money  rates 
exist  the  habits  and  character  of  the  people,  the  proximity  of  marts 
for  the  disposal  of  produce,  facilities  or  communication,  the  incidence 
of  past  assessments,  the  existence  of  profits  from  grazing,  and  the  like. 
These  and  other  considerations  must  be  allowed  their  weight 

4  The  gross  assessments  for  each  settlement  circle  having  been 
framed  by  the  Settlement  Officer  on  the  principles  above  indicated, 
revenue  rates  on  soils  may  be  deduced  therefrom,  and  the  proposed 
gross  assessment,  together  with  the  proposed  revenue  rates,  must  be 
reported  to  the  Government  for  preliminary  sanction,  and  will,  when 
sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government,  form  the  basis  of  assessment  of 
particular  estates  in  the  ekcle ;  bttt>  M  the  assessment  to  be  ultimately 
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adopted,  full  consideration  must  be  given  to  the  special  circumstanoea 
of  each  estate,  The  principle  laid  down  in  Rule  I  is  to  he  observed  in 
the  assessment  in  each  case." 


TlflStt  Palwal. 
Extract*  /row  the  Asteaemtnt  Report. 


2.   Section  122.— The  north-west  corner  of  the  tahsil  i*  sandy, 
.        ,  the  surface  of  the  country  uneven,  crossed  by 

ifcSTSSScuk  Bb*fcr.    broken   ridges  of  sand  hillocks,  generally 

running  from  north-east  to  south-west,  with 
somewhat  better,  although  stiU  sandy  soils,  lying  in  the  lower  ground 
between  them.  Water  u  found  at  depths  varying  from  12  feet  to  49 
feet.  The  wells,  with  few  exceptions,  are  of  masonry,  the  character  of 
the  soil  being  unfavorable  to  the  construction  of  katcha  wells  ;  58  per 
cent  ate  of  sweet,  21  per  cent,  of  brackish,  and  21  per  cent,  of  salt  water. 
The  staple  crops  are  barley  on  the  well  lands ;  barley  and  barley  and 
gram  on  the  better  and  more  favorably  situated  nn  irrigated  soils, 
while  bajra  and  autumn  pulses,  which  are  produced  in  the  inferior 
nnirrigated  lands,  represent  more  than  half  the  acreage  of  the  tract. 
Cotton  occupies  about  a  tenth  of  the  cultivated  area.  This  tract 
containing  21  villages  with  an  area  of  14,758  acres,  forms  my  first 
assessment  circle  of  Chak  Bhuder. 

3.  Section  123.— On  the  east  of  this  is  a  small  tract  which,  on 
r,  .  n  ..'  account  of  its  receiving  the  drainage  of  Rome 
L  bills  in  the  sooth  of  the  Delhi  district,  1  have 

formed  into  a  second  cifcte, —Chak  Dahri,— containing  9  villages  with 
a  total  area  of  13,479  acres.  The  general  character  of  the  soil  is  some- 
what bettor  than  in  Chak  Bhuder  ;  the  average  depth  of  the  wells  in 
the  several  estates  ranges  between  14  feet  and  25  feet,  the  average  of 
the  circle  being  23  feet ;  36  per  cent,  are  sweet,  36  per  cent,  brack  ish, 
and  28  per  cent,  salt  As  in  Chak  Bhnder,  katcha  wells  are  rarely  met 
with.  The  staple  crops  are  much  the  same  as  in  the  former  tract, 
except  that  wheat  is  largely  sown  on  the  Dahri  lands,  and  the  propor- 
tion of  the  bajra  and  pulses  is  smaller. 

4.  Section  124— It  is  to  the  next  circle,  or  Chak  Bdngar,  that 
Chak  Bandar  tlle  ^^wi  owes  its  distinctive  character,  that 

of  a  level  expanse  of  good  consistent  loam, 
capable,  when  irrigated,  of  producing  almost  every  description  of  crop. 
This  tract  extends  from  the  Delhi  border  on  the  north  to  the  Mathra 
district  on  the  south,  and  from  Casks  Bhuder  and  Dahri  and  tahsfl 
Nub  on  the  west  to  the  low  lying  Khidir  lands  and  the  Jumna  on  the 
east.   It  contains  in  all  198,034  acres  or  80  per  cent  of  the  tahsfl  ;  but 
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20,108  acres  belong  to  villages  which,  as  they  also  contain  Kh&dir  land, 
have  for  convenience  been  thrown  into  a  separate  circle,  Chak  Bangar 
Khadir.  Water,  except  in  a  few  villages  on  the  northern  border  of.  the 
tahsil  and  towards  the  Jumna,  is  at  some  distance  from  the  surface.  In 
Chak  Bangar  out  of  130  villages  possessing  wells,  in  14  villages  the 
average  depth  to  water  does  not  exceed  30  feet,  in  64  it  is  more  than  30 
but  not  more  than  50  feet,  and  in  52  villages  it  exceeds  50  feet :  the 
maximum  depth  is  70  feet,  the  minimum  21  feet,  and  the  average  48  feet. 

In  the  Bangnr  portion  of  Chak  Bangar  Khadir,  the  average  depth  to 
water  is  only  34  feet ;  katcha  wells,  as  shown  in  form  A,  are  numerous  ; 
G9  per  cent  of  the  wells  contain  sweet  water,  14  per  cent,  brackish,  and 
17  per  cent,  are  salt. 

The  great  staples  of  the  tract  are — in  the  kharif,  cotton  and  jowar;  in 
the  rabbi,  on  the  irrigated  lands,  wheat  and  barley;  and  on  the  dry 
soils,  barley  and  gram  generally  sown  together. 

Not  many  years  ago  this  tract  was  one  vast  jungle,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  culturable  waste  is  still  covered  with  trees,  in 
most  cases  now  rigorously  preserved  by  the  Jat  communities. 

5.  Section  125. — The  banks  of  the  Jumna  being  high,  the  Khadir 

Chak  Khadir  lamls  0CCUP7  bufc  a  sma11  area  of  the  tahafl  ; 

they  are  chiefly  found  in  the  north-east  where 
they  are  enclosed  between  the  Jumna  and  a  small  branch  which  enter- 
ing this  district  from  Delhi,  rejoins  its  parent  stream  some  7  miles  to 
the  south  of  the  Gurgaon-Delhi  border.  The  total  area  of  Khadir  land 
in  the  tahsil  is  20,750  acres,  of  which  6,331  acres  are  contained  in  15 
estate5?,  which  form  the  circle  Chak  Bangar  Khadir,  mentioned  above, 
and  the  remaining  14,419  acres,  comprised  in  12  estates,  constitute  the 
fifth  assessment  circle,  Chak  Khadir. 

The  Khadir  land  is  of  the  usual  description,— a  somewhat  salt 
loam,  subject  to  inundation  by  the  river,  and  producing,  in  the  rabbi, 
wheat  and  barley ;  in  the  kharif,  when  not  destroyed  by  the  floods, 
cotton  and  jowar.  The  wells  are  sweet,  generally  of  masonry  ;  water  is 
of  course  near  the  surface.  Iu  villages  in  which  alluvion  takes  place, 
the  new  lands  are  covered  with  jhao  bushes  which  consolidate  the  fresh 
deposits  until  a  good  culturable  soil  is  produced. 

6.  Section  126. — Of  these   five  circles  Chaks  Bhuder,  Dahri, 

t>.-„  •  i«  ~t  Ai~i*,™  in(n  Bangar,  Bangar  Khadir  and  Khadir,  the  Chaks 
Principle  of  division  into    t>i     i  j  t'wj*    i_  *  i 

assessment  circles.  Bhuder,  Bangar  and  khadir  have  been  formed 

with  reference  to  the  differences  in  the  general 

character  of  their  soils,  and  Chak  Dahri  with  reference  to  its  natural 

irrigational  advantages.    The  Bangar  and  Khadir  portion  of  Chak 

Bangar  KMdir  would  naturally  belong  to  the  Bangar  and  Khadir  circles 

respectively,  but  with  reference  to  the  requirements  of  forms  A  and  B, 

the  formation  of  a  separate  circle  appeared  to  be  the  most  convenient 

plan.   The  following  table  will  show  the  percentage  of  soil  as  classified 

in  each  circle. 
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Name  of  Circle. 

Percentage  of 

Chiknot 
or 

hard  clay. 

Narraot 
or 

good  loam. 

Alagda 
or 

soft  loam. 

Bhur, 
sand. 

Bhuder  

1 

17 

S3 

40 

Dahri   

1 

40 

34 

25 

mngar,  incluaing  Bangar^ 
portion  of  Chak  Bandar  \ 
Khadir               B  j 

8 

81 

11 

5 

Khadir,  including  Khadir  \ 
portion  ofChakBangar  K 
Khadir  J 

•  •  • 

• 

100 

... 

•  •  • 

Fiscal  History. 

8.  Section  127. — The  tahsil  of  Palwal,  as  at  present  constituted,  is 

Prevnttahsu  how  con-  {°™°*  oufc  of  the  former  pai^^  ;  of  Hodal 
stituted.  2b  villages;  of  Pahval  reduced  to  146  villages, 

by  the  transfer  of  21  villages  to  Nuh  and 
Delhi ;  of  16  villages  from  Pargan&h  Sohna  ;  of  4  villages  now  under 
first  regular  Settlement,  confiscated  in  1857  from  the  rebel  Raja  of 
Ballabgarh  and  of  2  villages  transferred  from  Bulandshahr  in  1872. 
The  source  of  most  of  my  information  as  to  the  past  Financial  history 
of  the  tahsil  previous  to  the  mutiny  year,  is  the  statistical  account  of 
Gurgaon  and  its  appendices,  the  reports  of  the  last  Settlements. 

Former  Settlements. 

9.  Section  128. — The  pargan&h  ofHodal  on  the  conquest  of  Delhi 

„.  ..  ..  ,  .  e  was  given  in  Jasrir  to  Mohammad  Khan  Afridi, 
Statistical  account  of        „  °  ,      ~         1   t     i  t  1 

Gargaon  Parganah  Hodal.     for  military  service  under  General  Lord  Lake, 

and  lapsed  to  our  Government  on  his  decease 
in  1220  fusli  corresponding  with  1813  A.  D. 

"  The  parganah  on  lapsing  was  chiefly  waste.  With  the  exception 
of  tho  large  Jat  estates,  the  whole  country  wa,  uncultivated.  For  the 
fusli  year  1220,  the  kham  collections  for  the  parganah  amounted  to 
Ks.  61,403,  and  in  succeeding  years  to  Rs.  51, 584.   The  first  settlement 
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was  concluded  by  Mr.  Wilder,  principal  assistant  for  five 
1224  to  1228  fusli,  and  reached  in  the  aggregate  to  Rs.  61,545. 

The  second  settlement,  made  by  Mr.  Cavendish  for  a  period  of  10 
years  from  1229  to  1238,  gave  a  jama  amounting  in  the  last  year  of 
the  lease  to  Rs.  66,894  inclusive  Of  mukaddami.  On  the  expiration  of 
this  settlement  Mr.  Campbell  renewed  the  leases  till  formal  investiga- 
tion should  take  place,  which  was  postponed  from  year  to  year  until 
Mr.  M.  Gubbins,  under  Regulation  IX  of  1833,  fixed  the  assessment 
including  the  annexed  estate  of  Mauza  Bhaduki  during  the  season  of 
1838  A.  D  at  Rs.  69,922.  " 

But  more  unfavorable  seasons  followed,  and  Mr.  Gubbins,  who  had 
in  the  interim  left  that  district,  revisited  the  parganah  and  revised  his 
assessment,  giving  a  reduction  of  Rs.  13,657  and  leaving  a  jama  of 
Rs.  56,265,  a  sum  based  on  the  average  collections  of  10  years.  This 
is  the  settlement  now  in  force,  the  present  demand  being  Rs.  55,053. 

"  10.  Section  129.— At  the  conquest  of  the  Delhi  territory  by  Lord 
Par«n£h  hiw«i«  Lake  this  parganah  was  given  in  farm  to  Nawab 

*^      w  '  Murtaza  khan,  of  the  city  of  Delhi,  at  a  quit 

rent  of  Rs.  45,000  per  annum,  and  at  his  death  in  1225  fusli  (A*  D. 
1818  )  was  taken  under  our  direct  management."  The  parganah 
however,  as  then  constituted,  differed  considerably  from  the  form  it  after- 
wards took.  After  a  few  years  of  direct  management,  Mr.  Cavendish 
assessed  the  parganah  in  1228  fusli  (  A.  D.  1820-21  )  at  Rs.  2,03,346 
rising  in  the  fifth  and  last  vear  to  Rs.  2,54,200.  "  The  parganah  was 
made  over  to  us  in  a  wealthy  condition,  and  this  extravagant  jama 
was  realized  with  but  trivial  balances  for  four  years."  But  in  the  fifth 
year  a  balance  of  Rs.  1,03,736  accrued.  A  new  settlement  for  a  like 
period  was  then  formed,  but  the  remissions  given  were  inadequate. 
At  its  expiration  Mr.  Q.  Campbell  again  attempted  the  plan  of 
progressive  assessment,  but  bad  harvests  brought  about  heavy  balances, 
"  until  the  memorable  drought  of  1245  fusli  f  1837-38  )  gave  the  last 
blow  to  the  decaying  prosperity  of  the  parganah,"  It  was  then  assessed 
by  Mr.  J.  Lawrence,  now  Lord  Lawrence,  "who,"  writes  Mr.  Barnes, 
"  undoubtedly  rated  the  resources  of  the  district  too  highly  and  misled 
(  if  I  may  so  presume  to  speak  of  an  officer  of  bis  known  capacity  )  by 
the  abundance  of  available  waste  which  each  village  possessed*  assessed 
each  estate  at  a  much  higher  value,  than  its  cultivated  area  could  be 
brought  to  pay.  Mr.  Lawrence's  assessment  amounted  to  Rs.  2,31,526, 
the  jama  previously  being  Rs.  2,46,413."  But  again  the  settlement 
Inroke  down,  the  samindars  were  reduced  to "  extreme  destitution 
apparent  in  their  want  of  cattle,  implements  of  husbandry,  and  of  the 
commonest  necessaries  of  life."  Accordingly  in  1S4*  Mr.  Barnes 
resettled  the  parganah,  reducing  the  assessment  first  to  Rs.  1,92,082  and 
then  to  Rs.  1,72,737,  or  excluding  jagir  village*,  to  Rs  l,«5j25S.  Thus 
in  six  years  the  Government  demand  had  been  reduced  by  no  less  than 
Its.  81,158.  In  the  146  villages  Still  attached  to  the  tahsil,  Mr.  Barnes' 
settlement  amounted  to  Rs.  1,43.043.  It  is  the  settlement  which  is 
U<rW  being  revised,   The  present  demand  is  Rs.  1,43,300. 
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11.  Section  130. — The  revenue  history  of  Sohna  was  too  complicat- 

Sohna  village*.  ed  to  be  given  by  Mr  Barnes    The  10  villages 

now  conuected  with  this  tahsil  were  assessed 
first  at  Rs.  7,4+4  exclusive  of  2  j:igir  villages,  then  at  Rs.  7,889 
excluding  a  third  village  in  addition  to  the  former  2,  then  the  sanio 
villages  at  Rs.  7,572,  and  finally  the  whole  1G  were  assessed  by  Mr. 
Barnes  in  1842  at  Ks.  9,901).    The  present  demand  is  Rs.  9,910. 

12.  Section  131. — The  4  villages  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 
Villages  annexed  after     R»ja  °f  Ballabgarh  were  after  annexation  sum- 

the  mutiny.'  marily  settled  at  Rs.  6,720  and  the  2  estates 

which  have  come  over  from  Bulandshahr  are 

assessed  at  Rs.  312; 

Working  of  Settlement  lately  expired. 

13.  Section  132. — Under  the  former  settlement  I  find  in  the  threo 
p        .        .  .  years  1839, 1840  and  1841,  one  village  ofJats 

•        '  and  74  villages  of  Gujars  were  forfeited  or  sold 

for  desertion  and  arrears  ;  but  with  the  new  settlement  of  1842  the* 
financial  history  of  the  tahsil  assumes  another  complexion.  Writing 
(  apparently  in  1849  )  on  tahsil  Pahval,  Mr.  Fraser  speaks  of  the  relief 
which  had  been  atforded  by  Mr.  Barnes'  settlement  and  proceeds  to 
state. — "  In  the  last  year  too  (  nor  was  this  by  any  means  remarkable  as 
a  favorable  agricultural  season)  the  revenues  of  Palwal  were  collected 
without  the  least  difficulty.  There  was  not  a  single  dastak  issued 
nor  did  there  remain  at  the  eud  of  the  year  a  single  farthing  of 
balance."  In  Hodal  the  state  of  affairs  was  not  so  favorable,  2 
villages  had  been  sold,  2  farmed  and  2  taken  under  direct  management. 
But  Mr.  Fraser  writes  :  "  I  do  not  consider  this  to  have  been  the  fault 
of  the  settlement  which  seems  to  me  to  have  been  conducted  on  just 
and  easy  principles,  but  of  the  wretched  seasons  with  which  it  has  had 
since  to  contend." 

14.  Section  133.— The  mutiny  of  1857  swept  away  the  revenue- 

^  .  .       .  .     records  of  the  tahsil,  and  I  have  been  therefore 

Destruction  of  records  in      ....  .         ,  .  .  ...        ,,  . 

muti„7f  obliged  to  restrict  my  enquiries  into  the  work- 

ing of  the  settlement  now  under  revision  to 

the  post-mutiny  period  only. 

15.  Section  134. — In  a  few  words,  then,  tho  state  of  this  tahsfl 
State  of  the  tahsil  since   since  the  mutiny  has  been  one  of  very  great 

the  mutiny  prosperous.  prosperity. 


13.  Section  135.-— Except  in  the  famine  year  of  18fi0-Gl  when 
p „  -  ■  „„  ,  ,  _  .      remissions  to  the  extent  of  Rs.  5,079  were 

l.cmissionB,  balances,  kc.  ,    .    ,    ,  .  .    .         .  . 

granted,  balances  and  remissions  have  been 

unknown,  while  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  only  in  17  cases 
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has  it  boon  found  necessary  to  issue  orders  for  attachment  of  personal 
property,  while  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  proceed  to  the  sale  of 
the  property  attached,  or  to  resort  to  any  of  the  more  severe  measures 
of  coercion.  There  have  been  no  alterations  of  demand  except  those 
arising  from  the  ordinary  causes,  such  as  alluvion  and  diluvion,  lapse 
of  revenue  assignments,  and  the  taking  up  of  land  for  public  purposes. 

1 9.  Section  136. — Nor  are  the  causes  of  this  prosperity  far  to  seek. 

Causes  of  this  prosperity     ^ne  faction  °f  assessment  had  had  time  to 

produce  its  full  effects,  cultivation  had  largely 
extended,  communications  had  improved,  and  there  was  a  sturdy  and 
industrious  population  ready  to  make  the  best  use  of  their  advantages. 

The  agricultural  classes.         20-.  ^ton  137.-First  then  to  treat  of 

the  agricultural 


Table  showing  detail  of  distribution  of  proprietary  rights  according 

to  tribes. 


Owners. 


Number 

of 
villages 


Owned  by  various 
tn  bes     •  • •       •  • • 

Hindu  Jat  

Muhammadan  Jat ... 
Brahmin  ... 

Gorwah   

Gujar  ...    ...  ... 

Mallah   

Weo    ... 

Sayads   

Sheikh   

Pathan   

Moghal   

Biloch   

Skinner  estate 

Bannia   

Government 
Rajput   


Total 


*30 
78 
2 
24 
15 
11 
2 
5 
5 
3 
2 
1 
1 
11 
1 
4 
1 


Area 
in 


No.  of  villages  from 
among  these  30  villa- 
ges in  which  the  tribe 
holds  a  share. 


Remarks. 


38,590 
112,039 
G27 
27,680 
16,866 
9,435 
1,178 
2,277 
6,006 
3,097 
4,304 
1,461 
1,562 
17,978 
231 
2,230 
1,454 


19G 


247,021 


••• 


••• 


16 

12 
11 
3 
2 
1 
3 
8 
1 
1 
3 
3 
1 
1 


•  Malls,  Jogis,  Tagfo,  Ahxrs,  Bahborfs  also  hold  shares  each  in  one  of  these  30  village*. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  tahsfl  is  fortunate  in  its  prosperity.  By- 
far  the  largest  owners  are  the  Jats  holding,  here  as  elsewhere,  a  high 
character  for  industry.  Brahmins,  although  far  behind  the  Jats,  stand 
next  in  order  of  importance  ;  and  whatever  they  may  be  elsewhere, 
here  are  very  fair  cultivators  ;  their  women  work  in  the  fields,  and  in 
other  points  the  Brahmin  zamindars  of  Palwal  have  abandoned  their 
traditional  customs.  Gorwahs  are  Rajputs  ,  who  have  adopted  the 
custom  of  marrying  a  brother's  widow.  As  among  Jats  and  Brahmins 
to  whom  as  agriculturists  they  are  somewhat,  but  not  very,  inferior, 
men  and  women  both  work  in  the  fields. 

Gujars  in  the  old  days  lost  by  contumacy  and  frequent  desertion, 
8  villages  with  an  area  of  15,430  acres,  now  included  in  the  Skinner 
estate. 

The  tribe,  chiefly,  it  is  said,  owing  to  the  dispossessed  owners,  still 
bears  a  bad  name  for  dishonesty  ;  but  the  Gujar  biswadars  of  to-day  are 
lair  cultivators. 

Meos  and  Mallahs  are  few  in  number ;  the  latter  are  bad  agricul- 
turists and  notorious  thieves ;  the  former  here  have  a  fair  reputation 
for  industry. 

All  the  above  tribes  as  a  rule  cultivate  their  own  lands,  working 
men  and  women  alike. 

Sayads,  Sheikhs,  Pathans,  Moghals  and  Biloches  may  be  classed 
together.  As  elsewhere  they  do  not,  if  they  can  avoid  it,  cultivate 
with  their  own  hands,  and  when  they  do  they  are  inferior  agricul- 
turists. Their  women  are  confined  to  their  houses.  Before  the  mutiny 
the  men  were  very  largely  in  Government  service ;  since  then  the  num- 
ber so  employed  is  less,  but  still  not  inconsiderable,  while  not  a  few  find 
service  in  Gwalior,  Bhartpur  and  other  native  states.  They,  however, 
together  only  own  12  villages  and  shares  in  16  others,  too  little  to 
influence  the  general  character  of  the  tract.  Only  one  village  is  owned 
by  Banias. 

****** 
****** 

23.  Section  138.— During  the  33  years  that  have  now  elapsed 

Increase  in  resources  of  sjnce  Mr  Barnes'  settlement,  the  resources  of 
tract.  the  tahsfl  have  in  every  way  been  largely 

increased.  No  new  marts  have  been  created 
within  the  tract,  those  of  Palwal,  Hodal  and  Hasanpur,  the  chief  markets 
of  the  tahsfl,  being  all  of  old  standing  ;  but  the  construction  of  the 
East  Indian  Railway  which  runs  through  the  neighbouring  districts  of 
Bulandshahr  and  Allygarh,  has  thrown  open  a  wider  field  for  the 
export  of  cotton  and  gram.  There  has  been  a  large  rise  in  prices, 
especially  during  the  last  15  years;  cultivation  has  increased  by  46  per 
cent,  and  the  population,  if  the  statistics  can  be  trusted,  has  increased 
in  an  astonishing  ratio. 
***#** 

H2 
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25.  Section  139.— In  consequence  of  tho  destruction  of  records  in 

Comparison formerand  T'X? '  l  *°  8UPP1y.m?lt  °£  the 

I-rcscnt  state  of  tahm'l.  details  of  the  former  settlement  required  in  Form 

A.    The  figures  given  are  taken   from  the 

Appendix  to  the  former  Settlement  report,  with  the  exception  of  the 

statistics  of  population.    The  entries  under  the  head  "  Former 

population"  represent  the  result  of  a  census  made  by  Mr.  Fraser  as  far 

as  I  can  ascertain,  about  1845  A.  D.    I  obtained  tho  figures  from  the  1 

M  Statistical  account  of  Gurgaon"  in  whieh  no  date  of  the  census  is 

given.    Mr.  Fraser  notes  that  his  totals  give  a  large  decrease  as  compared 

•with  the  statements  of  the  Revenue  Survey  maps,  dated  1829  to  1831, 

and  from  comparison  with  the  figures  of  present  population  (those  of 

the  census  of  1868,  as  ordered  by  Commissioner  in  his  No.  240,  dated 

lGth  June  1874),  1  have  but  little  confidence  in  the  correctness  of  his 

enumeration.    A  comparison  of  the  former  and  present  statistics  of 

tho  tahsfl,  as  entered  in  Form  A,  gives  the  following  results  : — 


Increase  in 

Chaks. 

Area  cultiva- 
ted and 
fallow. 

Well-irriga- 
ted area. 

Population. 

Bungar  ... 

... 

47 

G4 

89 

Khadir   

... 

Gl 

102 

44 

Bangar  Khadir 

... 

70 

73 

78 

Bhuder       ...  ... 

... 

35 

156 

79 

Dahrl   

12 

54 

41 

Percentage 

•  •  • 

4G 

09 

81 

The  value  of  well-irrigated  land  may  be  taken  to  be  double  that 
of  unirrigated  land.  If,  then,  the  increased  area  under  wells  be  added 
to  the  actual  increase  in  cultivation,  we  get  the  following  percentages 
of  increase : — 

Chak  B6ngar       ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Do.  Khadir 

Do.  Bangar  Khadir  ...  ...  ...  80 

Do.  Bhuder       ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Do.  Dahri         ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Total        ...  52 
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20.  Section  140. — Enough  has  been  said  to  make  clear  the  cause  of 
...       .  ,.  Li    the  present  prosperity  of  the  tahsil,  and  to 
JaZ&S.  8     show  that  it  may  he  Reasonably  assumed,  tUt 

the  present  revenue  demand  is  capable  of 
considerable  enhancement.  A  fresh  settlement  is  also  necessary  to 
rectify  the  present  inequalities  of  assessment,  arising  mainly  from  the 
very  different  proportions  in  which  cultivation  has  increased  in  different 
villages. 

****** 
*  *  *  *  •  * 

39.  Section  141.— In  giving  an  account  of  tho  processes  by  which 
Methods  ado  ted  in        mJ  estima^  °f  assessment  have  been  framed, 

assessment.  *  °P  the  best  and  clearest  way  will  be,  to  describe 

them  in  chronological  order,  the  order  in  which 
I  actually  worked,  owing  to  my  anxiety  from  my  previous  ignoranco 
of  the  subject,  to  obtain  some  ideas  with  reference  to. assessment  before 
any  complete  statistics  were  available. 

(1)  . — Having  ascertained  the  great  staples  generally  grown  on  the 
different  sorts  of  land,  I  enquired  into  their  average  yield  per  acre,  and 
the  value  of  one-sixth  their  produce. 

(2)  . — I  compared  tho  result  with  the  rates  fixed  at  the  former 
settlement  of  the  various  parts  of  the  district. 

(3)  .— I  constantly  enquired  from  agriculturists  and  others,  the  rela- 
tive values  they  attributed  to  the  different  soils. 

(4)  . — Having  thus  obtained  the  rough  idea  of  what  rates  might  lie 
possible,  I  used  to  apply  them,  to  the  various  villages  I  inspected  and 
noted  their  effects. 

(5)  . — I  also  compared  them  with  tho  rates  of  rent  which  I  found 
existing  in  any  villages,  in  which  other  than  merely  customary  rates 
prevailed. 

(G). — And  lastly,  when  the  statistics  of  the  circles  were  available, 
I  was  able  to  compare  the  results  I  had  gained,  with  the  estimated 
value  of  one-sixth,  the  gross  produce. 

Premising  that  tho  rates  I  at  first  contemplated  adopting  were  a 
trifle  higher  than  those  I  now  propose,  I  will  first  state  the  rates 
which  I  recommend  for  sanction,  and  then  show  how  they  correspond 
to  the  results  of  the  above  processes. 

40.  Section  142.— I  have  not  framed  any  estimates  on  ploughs,  as, 
Beason  for  not  framing   however  useful  they  may  be  in  a  sparsely 

plough  estimates.  inhabited  and  only  partly  cultivated  tract,  they 

do  not  appear  to  mc  to  be  adapted  to  the  cii- 
cumstances  of  this  talisiL 
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41.  Section  143.— For  purpose  of  comparison,  I  subjoin  the  Palwal 
Rercnue  rates  of  last      and  Hodal  *****  o{  tne  last  settlement. 

Bettlement. 

Palwal.  Hodal. 

Rs.  A.  P.  Rs.  A.  P. 

Irrigated    3   8   0  3   8  0 

Khadir    1  12  0 

Unirrigated      ...  1    9    0  19  0 

Bhur    110  12  0 

Culturable  

42.  Section  144.— My  proposed  rates  for  the  Bangar  circle  are,  per 
Proposed  rates  in  Chak  acre' 

BAngar*  Rs.  A.  P. 

ChaM    2  12  0 

Dahri    2    0  0 

Chiknot  and  Narmot     ...  16  0 

Magda    12  0 

Bhur    0  14  0 

Culturable  waste   0   6  0 

Lately  abandoned  has  been  assessed  as  cultivated. 

43.  Section  145. — Jowar  in  the  kharif,  and  bejhar  (  barley  and 
Comparison  of  the  rates,  with   gram)  in  the  rabi,  are  the  great  barani 

the  yield  of  the  chief  staples,    staples  of  Chak  Bangar. 

According  to  the  estimate  in  Form  D,  an  acre  of  jowar  is  worth 
Rs.  8-10-4-1- G= Re.  1-7-0.  Similarly,  an  acre  of  bejhar  is  worth 
Rs.  7-12-11 +6 =Re.  1-4-10.  Striking  an  average  of  these  two  results, 
I  get  Re.  1-5-11,  while  my  rate  for  Narmot,  the  characteristic  soil  of 
the  tract,  is  Re.  1-6-0. 

Bejhar  or  jowar  may  be  grown  on  nearly  any  given  acre  of  the 
tract,  aud  although  a  small  proportion  of  the  land  is  of  inferior  quality, 
aud  some  inferior  grains  are  raised,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  the  coun- 
terbalancing consideration  of  the  superior  value  of  the  yield  of  cotton 
per  acre.  The  staple  crops  on  well-irrigated  lands  are  wheat  and 
barley.  Calculated  in  the  way  noted  above,  one-sixth  the  produce  of 
an  acre  of  wheat  is  worth  Rs.  2-14-3,  and  of  barley  Rs.  2-5-2.  If 
barley  is  grown,  a  third  crop  of  bajra  might  be  taken  once  in  two  years. 
One-sixth  of  an  acre  of  bajra  is  worth  Re.  1-2-10.  Add  half  of  this  to 
Rs.  *2-5-2  and  the  result  is  Rs.  2-14-7.  These  calculations  would  throw 
the  result  a  little  over  my  rate  of  Rs.  2-12-0,  but  wheat  is  not  so 
much  grown  on  wells  in  this  tract  as  barley,  and  when  two  crops  are 
taken  in  the  year,  the  yield  of  the  second  crop  is  liable  to  be  somewhat 
inferior.  The  staple  crop  of  the  dahri  lands  is  wheat,  and  the  estimate 
of  one-sixth  the  produce,  as  shown  in  Form  D,  agrees  with  the  rate 
proposed.  No  dahri  rate  was  fixed  at  last  Settlement  in  Palwal  In 
Sohna  the  rate  on  dahri  was  Rs.  2-2-0. 
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44.  Section  146. — My  comparative  rates  on  the  various  soils  are 

the  result  of  observation  and  enquiry  and  of 
reference  to  the  rates  of  the  last  settlement. 
In  Palwal  the  former  rates 


Reasons  for  rates 
wis  soils. 


My 


Narmoi 
Bhur ... 


... 


•  »• 
... 


Narroot 
Bhur... 


•** 
... 


Rs.  A.  P. 

19  0 
110 

Rs.  A.  P. 

16  0 
0  14  0 


Proportion. 

350 
238 

Proportion. 

374 

238 


Magda  is  intermediate  between  Narmot  and  Bhur.  I  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  have  a  separate  rate  for  Chiknot. 

The  soil  of  the  cnlturable  waste  is  generally  good.  My  reasons  for 
assessing  it  at  a  low  rate  are,  that  the  Jat  communities  have,  as  a  rule, 
reserved  it  for  groves  and  even  seem  to  consider  that  cutting  down  the 
trees  would  be  a  semi-sacrilegious  act.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  assess  the  waste  so  highly  as  to  compel  them  to 
bring  it  under  the  plough  and  thus  to  deprive  their  cattle  of  grazing 
grounds,  a  course  from  which  the  cultivated  land  would  eventually 
suffer. 

On  the  other  hand,  to  leave  the  cnlturable  waste  wholly  unassessed, 
would  be  to  create  too  great  inequalities  in  the  village  assessments. 

45.  Section  147.— I  now  return  to  the  comparison  of  these  rates 
Comparison  with  the    wi-th  the  rente  .prevailing  in  villages  where 


other  than  merely  customary  rates  appear  to 
prevail. 

Eight  villages  in  the  circle  belong  to  the  Skinner  estate :  the  aver- 
age rent  rates  taken  in  those  villages  may  be  stated  at  Rs.  3  per  acre  for 
bar&ni  and  Rs.  5  for  chain. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  detail  of  their  lands,  the  total 
of  the  rents  taken,  and  the  jama  calculated  at  my  rates : — 


Ch£hi. 

Chiknot 

and 
Narmot. 

Magda. 

Bhur. 

Total 
rents. 

Jama  at  half 
rents. 

Jama  at 

revenue 
rates. 

i 

9,857 

532 

248 

Rs. 

35,986 

Rs. 

17,993 

Rs. 

15,773 

—  

These  villages  are  of  the  ordinary  character  of  the  tract ;  and  I 
informed  by  the  Manager  in  charge  that,  although  the  tenants  are 
generally  in  balance,  yet  no  remissions  are  required.   But  these  villages 
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are  undoubtedly  rack-rented,  and  although  I  consider  that  it  would  bo 
quite  possible  to  raise  the  revenue  rates  so  as  to  give  results  equal  to 
half  the  rents  of  these  villages,  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
advisable  so  to  do. 

After  the  preparation  of  Form  B,  I  selected  13  other  villages 
situated  in  all  parts  of  the  tract,  in  which  fairly  high  rent  rates  appeared 
to  prevail,  and  had  a  similar  statement  prepared  for  these  also.  In 
making  my  selection  I  excluded  all  town  lands,  as  these  might  be 
supposed  to  enjoy  exceptional  advantages. 

The  results  are  as  follows  : — 

Total  of  lands  held  by  tenants  paying  more  than  revenue  rate3 
with  detail  of  lands. 


Chain. 

Chiknot 

and 
Narmot. 

Magd  a. 

Bhur. 

i 

Total  of 
rents  paid. 

 _ — _ 

Jama  at 
half  rents. 

Jama  at 
revenue  rates. 

230 

3,508 

488 

409 

Rs. 
12,748 

lis. 
.  G,374 

Rs. 
6,41S 

* 

* 

* 

47.  Section  148.— Chak  Khadir.   My  rates  are— 

Rs.  A.  P. 


Chnk  Khddir  proposed 
rates. 


Chahi   

Baram 

Culturable  waste  . . 


2  8 
1  6 
0  4 


0 
0 
0 


48. 


Reasons  for  rates, 
are— 


Section  149. — My  reasons  for  assessing  well  lands  at  a  lower 
rate  than  in  Chak  B£ngar,  notwithstanding  the 
greater  nearness  of  the  water  to  the  surface, 


1.  That  this  advantage  affects  the  area  irrigable  from  one  lao> 

not  the  yield  of  the  lands  irrigated. 

2.  That  the  Khddir  soil  is  somewhat  inferior  to  that  of  the 

Bdngar  tract. 

3.  That  the  percentage  of  ch&hi  land  manured  is  only  23  in 

Chak  Khadir  against  88  in  Chak  Bangar. 

As  to  the  unirrigated  lands,  I  have  decided  on  rating  them  as 
equal  to  the  Narmot  lands  in  Chak  Btfngar.  On  the  one  hand  they 
possess  the  advantage  of  being  occasionally  flooded  by  the  river  and 
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of  yielding  a  larger  proportion  of  the  more  valuable  sorts  of  produce, 
and  especially  of  wheat,  but  on  the  other  hand  there  are  the  following 
compensating  disadvantages : — 

1.  If  kharif  crops  are  sown,  they  may  be  destroyed  by  too  heavy 

floods  from  the  river,  while  if  they  are  not  sown,  there 
may  be  no  flood  at  all,  and  a  rabi  may  be  impracticable. 

2.  The  tract  is  somewhat  inferior  to  Chak  Bangar  in  its  soils 

and  in  the  average  yield  of  cotton,  gram  and  bajra. 

3.  The  crops  are,  from  the  proximity  of  the  river,  more  expos- 

ed to  damage  from  frost. 

I  have  assessed  the  culturablo  waste  at  a  very  low  rate  in  con- 
sequence of  the  large  proportion  which  it  bears  to  the  cultivated  area, 
and  of  its  being  of  hardly  any  value  to  -the  owners  until  broken.  It 
almost  entirely  consists  Gf  the  jhao  junglo  along  the  banks  of  the  river 


51.  Section  150.— In  Chak  Bangar  Khadir  the  foregoing  rates 

Chak  Bangar  Khadir.         *iaVe  ^een  aPP^e<^  to         Bangar  and  Khadir 

portions  respectively. 

*  *  *  * 

52.  Section  151. — Taking  the  Bangar  rates  as  the  standard,  my 
Chak  Bhnder  rates  and    0Dservat,i°n  has  led  me  to  estimate  the  Value 

reasons  for  them.      '         of  the  soils  as  classed  in  Chak  Bhuder  as  half 

a  class  inferior  to  those  in  Chak  Bangar.  As 
to  the  well  lands,  the  water  is  nearer  than  in  Chak  Bangar,  but  this  is 
counterbalanced  by  the  greater  absorptive  power  in  sandy  soils  ;  the 
quality  of  the  land  is  inferior,  and  the  percentage  manured  is  only  58 
against  8S  in  the  former  tract. 

The  culturablo  waste  is,  however,  I  consider  from  its  produce  of 
pala  (  Zizyphus  nummularia  )  and  munj,  as  valuable  to  the  owners  as 
that  of  Chak  Bangar.    Uly  rates  then  are — 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi    2   8  0 

Chi  knot  and  Narmot    1    4  0 

Magda    1    0  0 

Bhur    0  12  0 

Culturablo  waste   0    G  O 

a  *  *  * 

55.  Section  152. — In  the  D£fcri  circle,  I  cannot  propose  an  increase. 
_  ,  _ .  .        The  rate  at  which  the  present  iama  falls  on  tho 

Chak  Dahn  rates,  and  rea-        ...     ,    ,        i   r  n  ■ ■     v>     i  n  1 1 

sons  for  them.  cultivated  and  fallow  area  is  lie.  1-7-11,  as 

against  lie.  1-0-9,  the  average  of  tho  wholo 
tahsfl.  Cultivation  has  increased  by  only  12  per  cent,  and  in  two 
villages  has  slightly  retrograded,  and  the  increase  of  651  acres  in  the  well- 
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irrigated  area  is  nearly  counterbalanced  by  the  decrease  of  628  acres  in 
the  area  naturally  irrigated.  Iam  not  able  to  state  how  far  this 
decrease  may  be  due  to  the  diminution  of  the  water-supply,  but  after 
inspection  of  the  villages  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  claim  area  as  now 
given  is  not  under-stated.  Some  of  the  former  dahri  land  must  now 
be  shown  as  irrigated  from  wells  constructed  since  settlement. 

The  soils  are  intermediate  in  quality  between  those  of  Chaks 
Bangar  and  Bhuder,  and  my  rates  have  been  fixed  accordingly.  Water 
is  near  the  surface,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  well  lands  are  of  good 
quality  ;  but  a  greater  percentage  of  the  wells  are  salt,  and  salt  wells 
although  they  give  very  fair  crops  when  the  rain  has  been  sufficient  to 
sprout  the  seed,  are  of  little  use  in  seasons  of  drought.  Fifty-six  per 
cent,  of  the  well  lands  are  manured. 


My  proposed  rates  are  — 


Rs.  A.  P. 


Chahi                          ...       ...  2  10  0 

Dahri    2    0  0 

Chiknot  and  Narmot    15  0 

Magda      ...       ...       ...       ...  110 

Bhur    0  13  0 

Culturable  waste   0    6  0 


* 


Section  153. — Mr.  Wood,  to  whom  this  report  was  submitted,  con- 

Order*  passed  on  this       <*emned  ^  «*  *P°  10W>  and  in  Place  of 

report.  them  proposed  the  following 

Rs  A.  P. 

1.  All  artificially  irrigated  land      ...      3   8  0 

2.  Dahri    2    8  0 

3.  Unirrigated  Khfidir...    2    0  0 

4.  Unirrigated  Narmot  and  Chiknot      1  12  0 

5.  Do.        Magda   16  0 

6.  Do.        Bhur    12  0 

7.  Culturable   ...      ...  Rs.  0   4   0  to  0   6  0 

It  does  not  appear  necessary  to  give  here  an  account  of  the  dis- 
cussion which  followed  ;  it  will  suffice  to  notice  that  with  three  excep- 
tions the  rates  originally  proposed  by  me  were  sanctioned  in  letter  from 
Secretary  to  Government  to  Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner, 
No.  1584  of  12th  November  1875.  These  exceptions  referred,  firstly 
to  the  chain  and  dahri  rates  in  Chak  D&hri,  which  were  raised  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Commissioner,  Colonel  Da  vies,  and  with  my  con- 
currence by  four  annas  each  ;  and  secondly  to  the  rates  for  culturable 
waste  :  my  proposals  on  this  subject  were  supported  by  the  Financial 
Commissioner,  but  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor  desired  that 
they  might  be  reconsidered.   He  remarked  that  such  rates  can  only  bo 
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legitimately  charged  on  the  assumption  that  the  waste  will  be  shortly 
cultivated,  or  is  actually  yielding  income ;  and  that  it  appeared  doubtful 
whether  these  conditions  were  fulfilled,  except  in  Chak  Bhuder ;  he 
desired,  that  the  rate  on  waste  should  not  be  imposed,  except  on  the 
specified  conditions.  I  was  further  instructed  that  the  term  of  settle- 
ment was  to  be  thirty  years. 


Section  154.— The  standard  rates  sanctioned  for  the  Bangar  circle 

Detailed  assessment,  in     WGre  :~~ 
Chak  Bin  gar. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chain       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  2  12  0 

Dahri      2   0  0 

Unirrigated  Narmot  and  Chiknot       ...  1    6  0 

Magda      ...                ...       ...       ...  1    2  0 

Bhur  ...      ...      ...      ...  OHO 

At  these  rates  the  assessment  of  the  circle  would  amount  to 
Rs.  2,19,940,  *  an  increase  of  42  per  cent,  on  the  existing  assessment 
of  Rs.  1,55,689.  In  framing  the  detailed  assessment  I  did  not,  however, 
find  it  practicable  to  take  the  whole  of  this  increase ;  in  many  villages 
the  increase  was  so  great  that  it  was  necessary  to  relinquish  a  part  of 
the  assessment  that  might  have  been  imposed,  in  order  to  avoid  over- 
whelming the  owners  with  too  great  a  rise  of  the  demand  made  on 
them  ;  and  it  was  not  possible,  consistently  imposing  with  equitable 
assessments  to  recover  the  sums  thus  relinquished  from  other  villages. 
My  detailed  village  assessments  for  this  circle  amount  to  Rs.  2,13,615, 
as  entered  in  the  Lai  Ki tabs  ;  of  this  Rs.  1,032  must  be  deducted  for 
Bhanguri  transferred  to  Nuh  and  Rs.  210  for  m&fis  for  which  allowance 
has  not  been  made  in  the  Lai  Kit&bs,  leaving  Rs.  2,12,373  as  entered  in 
Statement  E  ;  from  this  for  gardens  deduct  Rs.  404,  and  on  account  of 
protective  leases  Rs.  1,399,  also  Rs.  238  for  the  jagir  village  of  Jellal- 
pur,  and  Rs.  63  for  m&fi  in  Hodal,  the  remainder  will  give  the  new 
khalsa  demand  for  the  first  year  of  the  new  settlement  as  given  in  tho 
jamabandi  Rs.  2,10,269. 

Section  155.— The  sanctioned  standard  rates  in  the  circle  are : — 

Detailed  assessments  in 
Chak  I'.hudcr. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chain        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...    2    8  0 

Unirrigated 

Chiknot  and  Narmot   1    4  0 

Majrda     —   10  0 

Bhur  ...       ••<       ...       ...  0  12.  0 


•  I  include  in  the  figures  of  this  circle  those  for  the  village  of  Bhanguri  assessed  in 
this  circle,  but  subsequently  transferred  to  tahsil  Nuh  under  the  sanction  contained  in 
letter  No.  1621  of  29th  October  1875,  from  Secretary  to  Government,  to  Secretary  U»  Finan- 
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The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  on  the  amended  areas  is 
Rs.  12,901,  an  increase  of  Rs.  17  per  cent,  on  the  formerly  existing 
demand  of  lis.  11,021.  The  detailed  village  assessments  framed  by  me 
amount  to  Rs.  12,973  as  entered  in  Statement  E,  or  very  nearly  the 
amount  yielded  by  the  revenue  rates.  Of  this  sum,  Rs.  109  is  tempo- 
rarily remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases,  so  that  the  immediate 
khalsa  demand  is  Rs.  12,864. 

Section  156.— The  sanctioned  standard  rates  for  this  circle  are — 

Detailed  assessments  of 
Chak  DahrL  _  _ 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chain       •  ••       ...       ...       ...       - . .    2  12  0 

Duhn       ■■•  •••  ...    2    4  0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot    1    5  0 

Magda      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1    1  0 

Bhur        ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  013  0 

The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  would  be  Rs.  17,567  as  against 
the  previously  existing  demand  of  Rs.  17,694.  My  detailed  assess- 
ments amount  to  Rs.  17,634  of  this  Rs.  10  is  mafi,  leaving  Rs.  17,624? 
jama  entered  in  Statement  E.  Rs.  13  is  remitted  on  account  of  gar- 
dens, and  Rs.  46  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  leases ;  leaving 
the  initial  demand,  as  shown  in  the  jamabandi,  Rs»  17,565. 

Section  157.— The  sanctioned  standard  rates  in  this  circle  are — 

Detailed  assessments  of  x>      a  "D 

Chak  Kbadir.  A-  *• 

Chfhf    8  0t 

"Unitrigated   •    1    6  O 

The  circle  assessment  of  these  rates  would  be  Rs.  13,072,  an 
increase  of  Rs.  46  per  cent,  on  the  existing  demand  of  Rs.  8,909.  Here, 
as  in  the  Bangar  circle  and  for  similar  reasons,  I  found  myself  unable  to 
fully  up  to  rates.  My  detailed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.l 2,588, 
of  this  Rs.  91  is  assessed  on  Naglia,  a  village  transferred  from  Buland- 
shahr ;  on  which  the  increase  will  take  effect  after  expiration  of  the  term 
of  settlement  as  fixed  in  that  district.  The  remainder  Rs.  12,497  is  the 
jama  entered  in  Statement  E  ;  of  this  lis.  21  is  remitted  on  account  of 
gardens  and  Rs.  31  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective 
leases,  so  that  the  immediate  khalsa  demand  is  Rs.  12,445. 

Section  158.— The  rates  of  the  Bangar  and  Khadir  circles  were 
_  .  .,  .       .     .„   .   sanctioned  respectively  for  the  Bangar  and 

Detailed  assessments  of    t-wj-  '     r  *i  •      •    t        a  j.  it. 

Chak  Bangar  Kbadir.  Khadir  portions  of  this  circle.    At  those  rates 

the  assessment  of  the  circle  would  beRs.  30,581, 
an  increase  of  Rs.  25  per  cent,  on  the  existing  assessment  of  Rs.  22,904. 
My  detailed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.  30,450  as  entered  in  Statement 
E ;  of  this  Rs.  205  is  remitted  on  account  of  gardens,  and  Rs.  1 90  is 
temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases ;  the  immediate 
khalsa  demand  is  Rs.  30,055. 
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Tahsil  Firozpur. 
Extracts  from  Assessment  report. 
*  *  *  * 

2.  Section  159. — The  tahsfl  consists  of  a  valley,  in  length  24 
Physical  characteristics     m^es  an(i  m  breadth  gradually  increasing  from 

w      of  tahsif.  5  miles  in  the  south  to  11  miles  in  the  north, 

bounded  on  east  and  west  by  two  ranges  of 
low  hills.  This  portion  is  generally  known  as  the  parganah  of  Firozpur 
and  comprises  126  estates  with  a  total  area  of  114,404  acres. 

3.  A  plain  in  the  general  shape  of  a  very  irregular  triangle 
separated  from  the  parganah  of  Firozpur  by  the  eastern  of  the  two 
ranges  above  mentioned,  a  few  outlying  spurs  of  which  break  its 
general  uniformity  of  level.  This  portion  is  generally  known  as  the 
parganah  of  Punahana  and  comprises  103  estates  with  a  total  area  of 
78,400  acres. 

4.  Section  100. — The  lands  in  the  centre  of  the  Firozpur  valley  are 

tv  •  •  _QCra„„f    low  and  liable  to  inundation  from  the  Landoha, 

Division  into  assessment       ,  .  ,  .  . .       .        it  r* 

circle*.  which  sweeps  up  the  valley  from  the  south, 

where  it  opens  on  Alwar,  and  from  the  Jhirr, 
Darur  and  other  torrents,  which  in  the  rains  bring  down  the  collected 
drainage  of  the  hills  on  either  side.  Unfortunately  most  of  these  streams 
deposit  sand,  but  where  the  original  soil  has  escaped  deterioration  from 
this  cause,  it  is  generally  of  good  quality.  In  the  majority  of  villages 
this  good  soil,  although  rising  beyond  the  flood  level,  extends  to  the 
foot  of  the  western  hills,  but  as  the  eastern  range  is  approached,  the 
land  rising  gradually  from  the  valley  centre  decreases  in  value  until 
immediately  under  the  hill,  it  is  bhur  or  sand  of  an  inferior  descrip- 
tion. In  the  north  and  noith-east  of  the  Firozpur  parganah  occurs  a 
tract  of  depression  marked  by  the  prevalence  of  a  strong  black  clay  and 
by  the  saltness  of  its  wells,  both  of  which  characteristics  it  possesses  in 
common  with  the  adjacent  part  of  Nuh.  Parganah  Punahana,  with  the 
exception  of  the  part  immediately  under  the  hills  dividiug  it  from 
Firozpur,  which  is  of  the  same  inferior  quality  as  that  on  their  western 
side,  consists  of  a  broad  plain  of  good  soil  adjoining  and  resembling 
Chaks  Bangar  of  Palwal  and  Nuh. 

There  are  then  four  distinctly  marked  tracts  — 

1**.—  The  villages  in  the  centre  and  west  of  the  Firozpur  valley. 
2nd. — The  black  clay  tract  to  its  north  and  north-east, 
l  3rd. — The  inferior  lands  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  hills  that  form 

the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Firozpur  valley,  with  which 
have  been  united  10  villages  of  similar  character  under 
the  western  range. 
%      4$. — The  Punahana  plain. 
To  these  four  tracts  my  assessment  circles  correspond,  but  the  first 
I  have  subdivided  into  a  northern,  and  a  southern  circle,  in  order  to 
allow  in  my  assessment  rates,  for  the  smaller  benefit  derived  from  the 
Landoha  and  other  streams  by  the  northern  villages. 
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4.  Section  1G1. — The  first  circle  or  Chak  Landoha  comprises  31 
Chak  Landoha.  villages,  with  a  total  area  of  33,671  acres  lying 

in  the  southern  half  of  the  Firozpur  valley. 
The  percentages  of  the  various  soils  are — 

Chiknot  or  hard  clay   114 

Narmot  or  good  loam   40  3 

Magda  or  soft  loam   261 

Bhur   222 

8,064  acres,  or  31  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  are  shown  as  Dfihri 
or  irrigated  by  the  Landoha,  Tirbeni,  Jhirr,  Darur  and  other ,  streams. 
In  entering  this  Dahar  I  have  attempted  to  show  the  areairrigated 
in  seasons  of  not  more  than  ordinary  rainfall,  but  the  difficulty  of  the 
task  was  increased  by  the  scarcity  of  rain  in  1872,  and  the  almost 
unprecedented  downpour  of  1873.  Wells  too  are  numerous  and 
water  near  the  surface,  the  average  depth  being  19  feet.  12  9  per  cent 
of  the  cultivated  area  is  irrigated  by  wells.  Cutcha  wells  as  shown 
in  the  present  papers  number  49  with  50  laos  out  of  a  total  of  328 
wells  with  462  laos  ;  but  in  seasons  of  drought  they  would  be  far  more 
numerous,  their  construction  being  practicable  at  but  little  cost  in  the 
greater  part  of  the  Dahar  lands.  67  per  cent,  of  the  wells  are  sweet 
18  per  cent,  brackish,  15  per  cent,  salt  The  staple  crops  are  cotton! 
wheat,  gram,  barley,  jowar  and  bajra. 

5.  Section  162.— The  2nd  circle  or  Chak  Mandikhera,  containing 
Chak  Mandikhera.  f 8  villages  with  an  area  of  16,250  acres,  differs 

from  the  last  tract  only  in  the  value  of  its 
Dahar.  This,  except  in  a  few  villages,  benefitted  by  the  drainage  of  the 
immediately  adjacent  hills,  lies  beyond  the  influence  of  the  inundating 
streams  except  in  seasons  of  more  than  ordinary  rain.  The  percentages 
of  soils  are  Chiknot  16,  Narmot  45,  Magda  23,  Bhur  16.  The  percentage 
of  well-irrigated  area  is  91.  Cutcha  wells  number  90  with  95  laos  out 
of  192  wells  with  227  laos  :  50  per  cent,  of  the  wells  contain  sweet,  25 
per  cent,  brackish  and  25  per  cent,  salt  water.  The  staples  are  the  same 
as  in  Chak  Landoha. 

6.  Section  163 — The  third  circle,  Chak  Chiknot,  containing  23  vil- 
Chak  Chiknot.  wifch  a  total  area  of  19,873  acres,  is  a  low- 
lying  tract  characterized  by  the  prevalence  of 

hard  black  clay  (Chiknot ):  65  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  is  Chik- 
not, 24  per  cent.  Narmot,  8  per  cent.  Magda  and  3  per  cent.  Bhur.  8,093 
acres  or  437  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  is  shown  as  Daliri.  In  three 
of  the  villages  these  lands  are  those  lying  on  the  border  of  the  sheet  of 
water  known  as  the  Kotla  jhfl,  but  except  in  seasons  of  very  heavy 
rain  when  the  streams  from  the  south  after  flowing  over  Chak  Mandi- 
khera occasionally  inundate  some  of  the  villages  of  this  circle,  the 
greater  part  of  the  Dahar  does  not  enjoy  any  very  great  superiority  of 
irrigation,  the  lands  shown  under  this  heading  being  merely  those, 
which,  lying  somewhat  lower  than  the  country  immediately  adjacent' 
receive  and  retain  its  drainage. 
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Owing  to  the  saltness  of  the  water,  there  is  bat  little  irrigation 
from  wells,  the  well  irrigation  being  only  3*2  per  cent.  15  estates  are 
totally  destitute  of  wells  which  can  be  used  for  irrigation,  and  in  only 
four  villages  do  irrigation  wells  with  sweet  water  exist.  Of  the  total 
of  65  wells  with  74  laos  shown  in  Form  A,  all  but  2  wells  with  2 
laos  are  of  masonry,  28  per  cent,  are  sweet,  37  brackish  and  35  per  cent, 
salt.  Wheat  and  jowar  are  the  crops  for  which  the  circle  is  best 
adapted.  Cotton  and  the  other  staples  of  the  former  circle  are  also 
grown. 

7.  Section  164.— Chak  Bhuder  comprises  58  estates  with  an  area 

Chak  Bhuder  °^  5(i'217  acres.  32  of   these  lie  along  the 

western  side  of  the  hills  that  separate  the  Firoz- 
pur  from  the  Pun  ah  ana  parganah,  16  along  their  eastern  side  and  10 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  1  irozpur  valley.  The  32  villages  first  men- 
tioned resemble  each  other  in  the  following  characteristics  : — 

1.  Immediately  under  the  bill  the  soil  is  inferior,  Bhur,  growing 

hardly  anything  but  the  inferior  pulses. 

2.  As  the  distance  from  the  hill  increases  the  Bhur  improves  in 

quality,  and  in  the  character  of  its  produce  until  it  is 
succeeded  by 

3.  A  tract  of  Magda  or  light  loam,  it  is  in  this  that  the  irrigation 

wells  are  generally  constructed. 

4.  A  large  number  of  villages  stretch  still  further  down  i  □  to  the 

valley  lands,  and  contain  lands  which  would  more  properly 
belong  to  one  of  the  first  three  circles. 

The  other  villages  of  the  circle  are  not  equally  homogeneous  in 
character,  but  in  all  the  same  general  rule  prevails,  that  the  soils 
increase  in  value  according  to  their  distance  from  the  hills,  until  they 
meet  and  inerge  in  the  more  valuable  lands  of  the  adjacent  circles. 

Of  the  total  cultivated  area  of  38,726  acres,  5  per  cent  is  classed 
as  Chiknot,  11  per  cent,  as  Narmot,  19  percent,  as  Magda  and  05  per 
cent  as  Bhur. 

Of  the  555  irrigation  wells  with  716  laos,  490  are  of  masonry,  and 
165  wells  with  166  laos  are  cutcha.  78  per  cent  are  sweet,  17  per  cent, 
brackish  and  5  per  cent,  salt  The  depth  to  water  varies  according  to 
the  proximity  to  the  hill.  The  average  of  the  circle  is  25'5  feet.  The 
great  staple  of  the  inferior  lands  is  bajra,  in  the  better  soils  the  staples 
are  cotton,  barley,  gram  and  jowar. 

8.  Section  165.— Chak  Punahana  is  similar  in  character  to  the 
Chak  Punahina.  Ch&k  Bangar  in  PalwaL    It   comprises  89 

estates  with  a  total  area  of  67,556  acres.  The 
land  is,  as  a  rule,  level,  and  except  near  the  detached  hills  is  generally 
Narmot  or  good  loam.  The  percentages  of  the  various  soils  are  Chik- 
not 11,  Narmot  69,  Magda  14,  Bhur  6.  The  depth  at  which  water  is 
found  is  considerable  towards  the  east  and  north  and  diminishes  towards 
the  west  and  south.  The  average  of  the  circle  is  35  feet  7  per  cent, 
of  the  cultivation  is  shown  as  well  irrigated.  Of  the  416  wells  with 
732  laos  shown  in  Form  A,  54  wells  with  57  laos  are  cutcha,  and  302 
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wells  with  673  laos  are  of  masonry.  58  per  cent,  contain  sweet,  20 
per  cent,  brackish  and  13  per  cent,  salt  water.  The  staples  are  cotton, 
gram,  jo  war,  barley,  bajra  and  wheat.  A  Rajbaha  of  the  Agra  Canal, 
recently  constructed,  can  now  irrigate  five  villages,*  but,  as  in  the 
Chak  Bangar  of  Palwal,  there  was  no  irrigation  of  this  sort  in  the  year 
of  measurement ;  the  lauds  are  therefore  recorded  as  unirrigated. 

9.  Section  106.— -In  seasons  of  especially  heavy  rainfall  there  is  an 
"Flood  irri  ation  of  Chak    overn,°w  m      parg&uah  from  the  canal,  which 

Puiiahana.1'5  drains  off  the  surplus  waters  of  the  Landoha, 

and  of  the  Chandeni  jhU  in  Nuh  ;  but  as  this 
overflow  is  of  rare  occurrence,  and  Rs.  0-4-0  per  bigho  or  Rs.  0-Oth 
per  acre  is  collected  by  the  Canal  department  whenever  the  lands  are 
so  irrigated,  I  have  not  considered  it  advisable  to  treat  the  lands  as 
Dahri.  A  detailed  Statement  of  the  irrigation  from  kharif  of  18G5  to 
the  rabi  of  1874-  has  been  furnished  to  me  by  the  officer  in  charge. 
It  shows  that  3,591  acres  in  thirty  villages  were  irrigated  from  this 
source  after  the  almost  unprecedented  rains  of  1873,  but  that  during 
the  remaining  8  years  the  total  area  irrigated  was  only  244  acres  in 
three  villages.  During  six  years  there  was  no  irrigation,  and  in  the 
seventh  year  only  11  acres.  With  reference  to  the  foregoing  consider- 
ations I  have  shown  these  lands  as  unirrigated.  The  supply  of  water 
is  so  rare  and  so  uncertain,  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
estimate  what  additional  assessment  could  be  demanded  from  villages 
which  are  thus  occasionally  benefited.  When  irrigated  these  lands 
aro  measured  by  the  Canal  department,  and  a  water  rate  collected, 
it  is  therefore  unnecessary  to  even  attempt  such  a  calculation ;  an  owner's 
rate  collected  with,  and  in  addition  to  the  water  rate  would  be  far  moie 
satisfactory,  and  would,  from  the  elimination  of  the  element  of  chance 
for  which  allowance  would  otherwise  have  to  be  made,  probably  yield 
more  to  Government. 

10.  Section  167.— The  other  irrigation  works  in  the  tahsO  under 

Otbcr  irrigation  works.      the  management  of   the  Canal  department 

are — 

1.  The  Kotila  embankment  and  Kfwa  band, 

2.  The  Banarsi  band. 

They  will  bo  more  fully  described  in  the  following  paragraph. 

11.  Section  108.— The  Landoha  rises  in  Alwar,  and  enters  the  dis- 

Natural  irrigation  of  the  7tric*  at-th.e.  .*°^e™  extremity  of  the  tonsil 
Landoha  valley.  In  Mr.  Uubbins  settlement  report  paras.  8  to  13 

appended  to  the  statistical  account  of  Gurgaon, 
there  is  an  account  of  the  arrangements  then  made  with  the  Alwar 
State,  as  to  the  management  of  the  stream;  and  in  18G0  and  1801  a 
fuither  correspondence  in  Vernacular  and  English  took  place  with  the 
Political  Agent  of  Alwar  on  this  question.  1  am  at  present  in  commu- 
nication with  the  Political  Agent  on  the  same  subject,  and  will  sub- 
mit the  correspondence  when  completed.  After  entering  this  district  it 
flows  along  the  centre  of  the  Firozpur  valley,  flooding  the  lands  on 
either  side.    At  a  point  about  ten  miles  to  the  north  it  is  divided  into 

♦Irrigation  has  becu  s'wqq  further  extended. 
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two  streams  by  a  couple  of  bands  or  embankments  constructed  at  a 
short  distance  from  one  another.  As  the  maintenance  of  these  is  essen- 
tial to  the  inigation  of  the  villages  situated  on  the  eastern  branch  of  the 
stream,  while  the  villages  in  which  the  bands  are  situated  have  but  little 
interest  in  their  being  maintained,  I  am  making  arrangements  which 
will  be  submitted  for  sanction,  when  completed,  by  which  the  villages 
who  are  interested  in  these  bands  will  contribute  to  their  repairs.  After 
flowing  through  several  other  estates,  both  branches  (the  western 
having  meanwhile  being  joined  by  a  brook  called  the  Jhirr)  reach  the 
large  village  Sakras.  In  seasons  of  ordinary  rain  the  Laudoha,  now 
including  the  Jhirr,  if  it  passes  this  point  does  so  in  a  volume  insuffi- 
cient for  purposes  of  irrigation,  but  when  the  rainfall  is  more  than 
ordinarily  heavy,  the  water  passes  on  from  Sakras  into  the  circle  Man- 
dikhera  and  formerly  eventually  fell  into  the  Kotila  jhfl,  on  the  north- 
west border  of  the  tahsil.  In  1838  a  catch-water  drain  and  embank- 
ment was  constructed  crossing  the  valley  in  a  north-eastern  direction 
from  the  Alwar  hills  into  the  Nuh  tahsil,  and  carrying  otf  the  surplus 
waters  of  the  Landoha,  Jhirr,  and  other  small  streams,  so  as  to  meet 
a  canal  in  the  Nuh  tahsil,  which  drains  a  second  jhfl,  and  which  in 
seasons  of  heavy  rain  discharges,  as  before  noticed,  into  the  Punahana 
Parganah.  This  work  is  known  as  the  Kotila  embankment,  and  with 
its  subsidiary  work  the  Kala  band  has  irrigated  during  the  last  ten 
years  7,934  acres  in  12  villages  in  7  years;  in  three  years  there  was 
no  irrigation.  Irrigation,  however,  from  this  work  is  not  confined  to 
seasons  in  which  the  Landoha  and  Jhirr  after  passing  over  circle  Mandi- 
khera  fall  into  the  drain,  as  another  stream  the  Balon  j  is  intercepted  by 
the  cutting  at  the  spot  where  it  meets  the  Alwar  hills.  The  second 
work  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  the  Bauiirsi  band,  is  thrown 
across  the  Landoha  at  a  point  which  is  only  reached  by  it  in  seasons, 
when  it  flows  over  the  Dahar  lands  of  Chak  Alandikhera.  After 
the  heavy  rains  of  1873,  210  acres  were  irrigated  in  two  villages.  Of 
the  eight  other  years  for  which  a  statement  of  irrigation  has  been 
prepared,  in  six  years  there  was  no  irrigation  from  this  work.  The 
canal  department  collects  a  water  rate  of  Rs.  0-6-4  per  acre  on  the 
lands  benefitted  by  these  two  irrigation  works.  In  Punahana  the 
lands  thus  watered  were  shown  as  unirrigated,  in  this  parganah  they 
have  been  entered  as  Dahri.  The  reason  for  the  difference  in  practice 
is  that  while  in  Punahana  the  lands  thus  irrigated  were  naturally 
dry  and  high  lying  in  this  parganah,  these  lands  are  mixed  up  with 
and  similar  to  the  lowing  Dahar  lands  around  them :  they  may 
sometimes  be  irrigated  from  one  source  and  sometimes  from  both  :  it 
would  be  impossible  to  draw  with  certainty  any  clear  line  as  the 
boundary  between  the  natural  and  artificial  Dahar,  and  I  would  there- 
fore propose  that  in  this  parganah  owner's  rates  should  be  charged  in 
addition  to  the  present  Rs.  O-G-4  per  acre  only  on  such  lands  irrigated 
from  these  works  as  were  recorded  as  uuirrigated  at  settlement. 
Besides  the  main  streams  here  detailed,  there  are  several  other  torrents 
of  minor  importance. 

Note.— The  Banarsi  band  hom  teen  since  given  up,  and  the  other  works  placed  under 
the  Deputy  Commissioner. 

I 
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12.   Section  1G9.— Of  the  229  villages  of  this  tahstl,  as  at  present 
Former  Settlement*         constituted    194   belonged   to   the  original 

parganah  of  Firozpur  and  Punahana,  which  hav- 
ing been  conferred  in  jagir  by  Lord  Lake,  on  Nawab  Ahmad  Baksh  Khan, 
were  forfeited  in  1  S3 5  by  his  son  Shams-ud-din  Khan,  owing  to  his  insti- 
gation of  the  murder  or  Mr.  Fraser  at  Delhi  in  1835.  Eighteen  villages 
formed  part  of  the  parganah  of  Hatin  and  twelve  villages  part  of  jSuh. 

Firozpur  and  Punahana  lapsad  m  the  rabi  of  1243  fasli,  A.  D. 
1835,  and  having  been  in  great  measure  settled  in  1835  and  1836  by 
Messrs.  Gubbins  and  Masson,  the  whole  of  the  assessments  were  after 
revision  reported  as  a  Summary  Settlement  by  Mr.  M.  Gubbins  in  1837. 

From  that  officer's  report  it  appears  that  the  net  average  collections 
of  the  Land  Revenue  in  both  parganahs  for  the  last  twenty  years  of  the 
jagirdaVs  management,  including  Rs.  14,700,  on  account  of  abwabs  or 
extra  imposts,  had  been  Rs.  2,25,700  per  annum  out  of  an  average 
demand  of  Rs.  2,45,700.  The  assessment  of  the  Summary  Settlement 
in  these  villages  as  finally  submitted  forsanction  amounted  to  Rs.  2,14,819 
plus  Rs.  10,772  muqaddami  or  headman's  allowance,  the  total  being 
Rs.  2,25,591.  In  the  following  year  1838  or  1246  fasli,  a  regular 
Settlement  of  the  parganah  was  concluded  by  the  same  officer.  This 
Settlement  took  up  the  former  leases,  which  had  been  given  for  various 
periods,  remissions  being  given  at  once,  and  enhancements  commencing 
from  the  expiry  of  the  terms  previously  fixed.  The  results  are  shown 
in  the  following  tables  taken  from  Mr.  Gubbins'  report: — 

Parganah  Firozpur. 


Parganah  or  Mauzahs. 

Jama  of 
1245. 

■b  wt  2E 

—  s  ■  • 
°  E  ? 

°  t*°  « 

e  3  Si 

C5 
—> 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

||2S 

J*lj 

1,36,572 

Increase. 

Decrease, 

Parganah  Firozpur  Kaus  as 
it  stood  in  1245  containing 
93  Mauzahs. 

1,87,300 

1,34,569 

2,791 

mm  9 

788 

Government  gardens  and  fruit 
trees  at  Firozpur  not  in- 
cluded in  Summary  Settle- 
ment. 

319 

331 

lb 

331 

•  •• 

18 

7  Mauzahs   added  from 
parganah  Punahana. 

12,675 

13,731 

1.056 

•  >  . 

14,039 

1,364 

—— 

6  Mauzahs    added  from 
parganah  Hatin. 

Full 
jama 

6,827. 
Short 
jama 

6.731. 

6,579 

On  full 
jama 

248,  on 
short 
jama 
152. 

6,098 

On  full 
jama 
271, 
on  short 
jama 
367. 

Total  Firozpur  panranonas  it 
will  stand  from  1216. 

;Full 
jama 

1,66,211. 
Short 
jama 

1.56.115 

1,64.210 

•  •  • 

"On  fall 
jama 

2,001,  on 
short 
jama 
1 .905. 

1,57,040 

On  full 
jama 
829, 
on  short 
jama 
925. 

... 
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• 

1 

• 

to 
•r 
c« 
.-^ 

o 

1 

Jama  of  1246 
being  first  year 
of  revised  Set- 
tlement. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Highest  jama 
of  revised  Set- 
tlement attain- 
ed in  1255. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

T*o  Firn  null    T") ,',  n  n  1  \     n  o    no   if  11  r-'i 

x  arganao  i  unaiiana  asicon- 
ginally  »t<x>d  in  1245  con- 
taining 104  Mauzahs. 

77  4^17 

77,749 

312 

•  •• 

85,905 

* 

8.528 

# 

•  •  • 

Add  5  Mauzahs  added  from 
tiatin. 

4,074 

4,556 

419 

6,010 

36 

• 

iveiiucv  l  Juauzan,  rawsur, 
transferred  to  Hatin. 

U4  u 

670 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

712 

142 

• 

Deduct  7  M  auz&hs  transferred 
to  Firozpur. 

12,675 

13,731 

1,056 

»«■ 

14,039 

1,364 

Parganah  Punahana  as  it  will 
stand  from  1245. 



69,166 

68,003 

•  ■  • 

1,163 

76,224 

7,058 

In  1841  Mr.  Gubbius  himself  reported  that  these  assessments  wore  too 
severe,  that  both  parganahs,  and  especially  Punahana  had  deteriorated 
much  since  Settlement,  and  that  immediate  and  permanent  relief  must 
be  granted. 


In  accordance  with  his  representations  the  jama  of  Ffrozpur  was 
reduced  by  Rs.  30,665  or  19£  per  cent.,  and  that  of  Punahana  by 
'  .  Rs.  17,691  or  23 J  percent.,  leaving  the  Firozpur  demand  Rs.  1,26,375 
and  that  of  Punahana  at  Rs.  58,533,  total  Rs.  1,84,908.  Twelve  villages 
from  parganah  Nuh  assessed  at  Rs.  10,500  and  twelve  from  parganah 
Hatin  assessed  at  Rs.  7,676,  have  since  been  added  to  the  tahsil,  rais- 
ing the  demand  to  Rs.  2,03,084.  In  two  estates  a  reduction  of  Rs.  222 
has  been  granted  on  account  of  deterioration  through  deposit  of  sand, 
and  other  slight  diminutions  of  assessment  have  resulted  from  the  taking 
up  of  land  for  public  purposes ;  the  present  jama  of  the  whole  tahsil  is 
Rs.  2,02,917. 

13.   Section  170.— In  the  Statistical  account  of  Gurgaon,  Mr. 
Working  of  the  Settle-    Fraser   writing  about  1849  states,  that  the 
mcnt.  Settlements  of  both  Firozpur  and  Punahana 

had  worked  well,  and  were  favorable  to  property.  In  the  mutiny,  tho 
records  were  destroyed,  but  the  annexed  table  of  transfers  by  sale  No. 
I  *  shows  that  only  208  acres  have  changed  hands  by  sale  since  1857, 
at  an  average  price  of  nearly  Rs.  32  per  acre  or  Rs.  19-4-6  per  rupee 
of  the  Government  demand. 


♦Not  now  given, 
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The  table  of  existing  mortgages  No.  II*  shows  that  8  per  cent,  of  tire 
area  of  the  tahsil  is  under  mortgage,  in  a  total  sum  of  Rs.  3,88,954,  of 
which  Rs.  2,48,506  has  been  lent  by  members  of  the  agricultural  class. 
The  average  of  the  mortgage  money  per  acre  is  nearly  Rs.  25. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  mortgages  are  most  heavy  in  Chak 
Mandikhera,  where  the  mortgage  money  falls  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  6-12-10 
per  acre  of  the  total  area.  The  mortgages  in  Chak  Chiknot,  are  also 
above  the  average  of  the  tahsfl,  but  of  the  total  mortgage  money  of 
Rs.  79,276  Rs.  24,572  are  due  from  one  village  with  an  area  of  only 
1,946  acres.  The  total  mortgage  money  falls  on  the  total  area  of  the 
tahsil  at  Rs.  2-0-2  per  acre,  in  Palwal  the  incidence  was  Rs.  0-8-7.  Not 
much  land  has  been  taken  up  for  public  purposes,  the  appended 
Statement  No.  Ill  *  shows  the  price  paid  to  be  Rs.  16-2-1  per  acre  and 
Rs.  10  3-0  per  rupee  of  the  Government  demand. 

14.  Section  171.— The  Statement  No.  IV  *  of  balances  and  remis- 
_    .  .     .  .       (       sions  from  1857  to  1873  shows,  that  with  the 

Remissions,  oalanccs,  &c.  ..  i        -    ■  ja 

exception  of  the  balances  and  remissions  due  to 
the  famine  year  of  1860-61,  the  Government  demand  has  been  collected 
with  very  great  regularity.  The  few  other  cases  of  balance  were 
occasioned  in  two  instances  by  destruction  of  crops  from  hill  streams,  in 
three  by  deterioration  from  the  deposit  of  sand,  and  in  every  other  case  by 
excessive  floods,  which  were  most  frequent  in  the  villages  bordering  on 
the  Kotila  jhfl.  No  resort  was  made  to  any  of  the  severer  measures 
of  coercion,  in  twenty-four  cases  personalty  was  attached  but  not  sold  ; 
in  three  cases  the  headmen's  fees  were  confiscated  and  one  headman 
was  taken  into  custody. 

15.  Section  172.—  The  above  facts  are,  I  think,  sufficient  to  prove 

that  although  the  Settlement  presses  rather 
gcSi?Sment  lieavily  on  individual  villages  and  although,  as 

I  hope  to  show,  in  one  circle  Chak  Mandikhera, 
some  reduction  of  assessment  is  in  justice  required,  yet  the  present 
assessment  has,  on  the  whole,  worked  well.  Transfers  by  sale  have  been 
very  few,  mortgages  are  not  except  in  a  few  instances  oppressive ;  and 
the  revenue  has  been  regularly  and  easily  collected. 

16.  Section  173. — Firozpur  is  distinctively  a  Meo  country :  of  the 
Agricultural  tribes,  owners    229  villages   of  the  tahsil,    Meos   own  185 

and  cultivators.  villages  wholly  and  shares,  generally  to  a  large 

extent,  in  35  villages.  Khanzadas,  a  tribe  very  similar  to  the  Meos,  own 
three  entire  estates  and  shares  in  five;  Faqirs  two  entire  estates  and 
shares  in  six ;  Gujars  and  Sheikhs,  one  entire  estate  each,  the  latter 
also  a  share  in  two  other  villages.  The  Meos  are,  undoubtedly,  an 
unthrifty,  reckless,  impulsive  race ;  indeed  the  mere  fact  of  a  common 
rate  of  interest  paid  by  them  being  37 h  per  cent,  would  prove  this,  but 
how  to  characterize  them  as  agriculturists  I  hardly  know.  An  observa- 
tion of  many  of  their  villages,  especially  in  Firozpur  valley,  would  lead 
to  the  conclusion  that  their  cultivation  was  fairly  careful  and  laborious  ; 
while  in  other  estates,  especially  in  those  which  are  lightly  assessed, 
the  cultivation  seemed  more  in  accordance  with  the  traditional  character 

*  JSut  now  given. 
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ef  the  tribe.  They  have  ever  been  a  wild  lawless  race,  and  although 
under  English  rule,  they  have  begun  to  settle  down  into  more  quiet  ways 
of  life,  yet  in  assessing  their  lands  it  will  be  necessary  to  remember  this. 
In  their  own  interests  I  think,  that  too  light  or  too  heavy  an  assessment 
will  be  almost  equally  inadvisable.  Too  thriftless  to  work  without 
some  degree  of  compulsion,  an  unduly  light  assessment  will  leave  them 
klle,  and  therefore,  in  spite  of  the  assessment,  poor ;  too  high  an  assess- 
ment or  a  sudden  and  excessive  rise  of  the  Government  demand  will 
be  likely  to  force-  them-  into  a  renewal  of  their  ancient  habits  of 
plunder. 


Comparison  of  resources  of 
tahail  at  former  Hettlenient 
and  now.  Population. 


18.  Section  174?. — In  Statement  A  will  be  found  a  comparative- 
view  of  the  Statistics  of  the  tahsil  at  last 
Settlement  and  now>  as  in  Falwal  and  for 
the  same  reasons,  the  comparison  is  imperfect. 

The  former  population,  is  that  of  Mr.  Fraser's  Census  taken  about 
1845,  the  present  population  is  that  of  the  Census  of  1808.  The  figures 
in  Form  A  show  the  agricultural  population  only,  the  total  population 
by  Mr.  Fraser's  Census  was  79,939,  it  now  is  121,972,  the  increase 
being  41,983  or  52^5  per  cent. ;  in  the  agricultural  population  only  the 
increase  is  1G,1CG  or  29*3  per  cent. 

19.  Section  17 5i-~ An  analysis  of  the  comparison  in  Form  A  gives 
Cultivation  and  irrigation,    the  following  results  :— 
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20.    Section  17&— As  compared  with  Palwal, 
Comparison  with  Palwal. 

1.  The  manured  area  is  5  percent,  in  Firozpur  against  11 

per  cent,  in  PalwaL 

2.  Owing  to  the  large  area  under  cotton   in  Firozpur,  the 

percentage  under  the  first  class  of  produce  is  19  5  per 
cent,  in  Firozpur  against  11  per  cent,  in  Palwal. 

3.  The  well  irrigated  area  is  9  2  per  cent,  in  Firozpur  and 

in  Palwal  105. 

4.  Culturablo  waste  which  is  10  per  cent,  in  Palwal  is  little 

over  2  per  cent,  in  Firozpur,  and  in  consequence  tho 
number  of  cattle  to  the  acre  is  27  per  cent,  greater 
in  Palwal  than  in  Firozpur. 
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5.    The  total  of  the  agricultural  population  to  the  square  mile 
is  235  in  Fi'rozpur,  204  in  Palwal. 

21.  Section  177. — The  very  large  area  shown  as  fallow  at  last 

Settlement  will  be  remarked.    This  must  have 
Fallow  at  last  hettlemcn  .  ^  ^  ^  Qn  wnjcll  nQ  cropg  were 

standing  at  the  time  of  measurement  being  so  entered  whether  cropped 
within  the  agricultural  year  or  not.  That  this  was  so,  1  think,  appears 
clearly  not  only  from  the  large  area  of  fallow  entered,  but  also  from 
Mr.  Gubbins  having  treated  the  fallow  in  his  report  as  cultivated.  It 
follows  that  in  estimating  the  increase  of  cultivation,  the  comparison 
must  be  made  between  the  totals  of  cultivated  and  fallow,  not  of 
cultivated  only. 

22.  Section  178. — The  circles  in  which  a  decrease  of  well-irrigation 
~  «     *«,nw     a    is  shown  comprise  those  low  lands  of  the 

Decrease  of  w^ll- irrigated    ^  »•    1  •        i  •  i       i  •»     •  c 

area  in  certain  circled.  Ffrozpur  valley  in  which,  while  in  favorable 

seasons  they  are  flooded  by  the  Landoha,  the 
various  hill  torrents,  and  the  drainage  water  of  the  higher  lands  around, 
in  times  of  drought,  when  the  natural  irrigation  has  failed,  unbricked 
wells  are  constructed  in  large  numbers.  These  fall  in  with  the  first 
flood,  and  cannot  be  reconstructed  until  a  period  of  dryness  has  restored 
sufficient  stability  to  the  sub-soil.  Mr.  Gubbins'  Settlement  was  made 
in  a  year  of  drought,  and  he  wrote  in  his  report,  "  well-irrigation  hav- 
ing in  the  present  season  of  drought,  been  pushed  to  its  utmost,  the 
record  of  that  class  shows  in  most  cases  the  extreme  amount  of  irriga- 
tion of  which  each  Mauzah  is  capable.  "  The  present  measurements 
having  been  partly  conducted  in  a  year  of  unusual  flood,  it  is  not  surpris- 
ing that  different  results  harve  been  obtained.  There  is  unfortunately  no 
record  of  the  number  of  wells  existing  at  Mr.  Gubbins'  Settlement, 
and  although  the  present  statement  divides  the  existing  wells  into 
old  and  new,  i.  e.,  those  existiug  at  and  those  constructed  since  Settle- 
ment, there  is  nothing  to  show  the  number  of  wells  which  have  fallen 
in  since  Settlement.  The  accuracy  of  the  comparison  is  also  lessened 
in  consequence  of  the  wet  lands  of  the  villages  transferred  from  Nuh 
and  Hatin  being  in  the  statements  of  the  former  Settlement  shown  in 
one  column  without  any  distinction  of  naturally  and  artificially  irri- 
gated lands.  As  in  these  villages  natural  is  more  abundant  than 
artificial  irrigation,  these  lands  are  now  shown  in  Form  A  as  naturally 
irrigated. 

23.  Section  179. — The  circles  in  which  a  decrease  of  the  naturally 
Decrease  in  the  naturally  irri-    irrigated  area  is  shown,  are  those  in  which 

gated  area.  this"  irrigation  is  mainly  dependent  on  the 

Landoha. 

Mr.  Gubbins  in  his  report  wrote, — "  More  difficulty  attended  the 
ascertainment  of  the  Dollar.  The  Landoha  stream  had  failed,  and 
cultivation  there  was  none,  by  which  the  limits  of  its  overflow  could 
bo  discovered.  The  preparation  of  this  record  was  entrusted  to  the 
tahsildar,  whose  previous  experience  and  acquaintance  with  the 
parganah  were  of  much  service.  "   This  work  was  afterwards  tested  by 
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Mr.  Gubbins.  The  arrangements  mentioned  in  para.  11  Bad  then  been 
recently  completed,  and  Mr.  Gubbins  seems  to  havo  over-rated  their 
probable  effect  on  the  Dahar  lands  of  Firozpur.  In  1841  he  wrote — 
"The  works  constructed  under  the  superintendence  of  Lieut.  Western, 
(  Engineers  )  have  proved  insufficient  to  ensure  the  regular  passage  of 
the  Landoha  waters  into  Firozpur  even  in  years  of  good  rain.  In 
assessing  I  did  not  allow  sufficiently  for  the  uncertainty  of  the  Ddhar." 
Under  these  circumstances  I  think  it  very  probable  that  the  Dahar 
lands  were  over-estimated,  not  only  so,  but  it  is  fairly  certain  that  tho 
floods  of  the  Landoha  have  of  late  years  diminished  in  frequency  and 
extent,  nor  is  this  fact  at  all  surprising.  As  cultivation  increases  in 
Alwar,  the  supply  of  water  from  surface  drainage  must  diminish,  and  tho 
number  of  temporary  bands  with  which  the  Gurgaon  authorities  would 
find  it  impossible  to  interfere  will  increase.  In  circle  Chiknot,  tho 
increase  in  irrigated  land  may  bo  partly  owing  to  my  having  shown  as 
an  inferior  Dahar,  lands  which  Mr.  Barnes  in  the  Nuh  and  Hath* 
villages  showed  as  unirrigated,  but  is  probably  mainly  due  to  tbo 
increase  in  cultivation.  I  have,  myself,  personally  inspected  the  Dahar 
of  each  village  and  made  enquiries  into  its  character  and  value. 

24.   Section    180. — No  new  marts  have  been  created  sinco 
Trade  and  Commanica-     Settlement ;  Firozpur,  Punah&na,  B.odal  and 
tlom-  Kosi  being  still  the  chief  markets  for  the 

produce-  of  the-  tahsil ;  but  the  town  of  Firozpur  which  now  carries 
on  a  thriving  trade,  especially  in  cotton,  has  increased  in  importance ; 
the  Rajputand  State  Railway,  recently  opened,  which  traverses  the 
adjacent  stato  of  Alwar  may,  perhaps,  divert  the  trade  from  its 
old  channels.  The  construction  of  the  East  Indian  Railway  by 
facilitating  communications  with  the  other  parts  of  India  has  rendered 
possible  the  great  extention  of  cotton  cultivation.  I  know  of  no  new 
lines  of  communication  within  the  tahsil  itself. 

•  *  *  *  ♦ 

38.  Section  181.— In  my  Palwal  report  I  detailed  the  processes  by 
Process  of  determining    which  I  had  arrived  at  my  proposed  rates.  My 

revenne  rates.  procedure  in  this  tahsil  has  been  very  similar, 

the  only  points  of  difference  being,  that  I  derived  far  less  assistance 
here  than  in  Palwal  from  the  existing  rent  rates,  and  that  on  the  other 
hand,  I  was  enabled  to  compare  my  rates  with  those  which  I  had 
already  recommended  in  Palwal.  As  before  stated,  the  villages  in  which, 
any  rent  rates  worthy  of  notice  exist  are  extremely  few. 

39.  Section  182.— The  rates  of  last  Settlement  were— 
Rates  of  last  Settlement. 


Sort  of  land. 

Firozpur. 
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40.  Section  183.— The  only  points  of  difference  in  these  two 
Circle*    Landoha    and    circles  is  in  the  value  of  their  Dahar  lands, 

Maiidikhera.  those  in  Chak  Landoha  lying  within  and  those 

in  Cliak  Mandikhera  beyond  the  point,  which  the  Landoha  may  be 
expected  to  reach  in  seasons  of  ordinary  rainfall.  Except  in  the 
assessment  of  the  Dahar,  I  shall  therefore  treat  the  two  circles  as  one. 
The  increase  in  cultivation  since  last  Settlement  has  been  21  per  cent, 
in  Chak  Landoha  and  12  per  cent,  in  Chak  Mandikhera ;  but  I  am 
nevertheless  uuable  to  recommend  any  increase  of  more  than  nominal 
amount  in  the  assessment  of  the  two  circles  taken  together.  The  rates 
which  I  propose  for  sanction  are — 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chain    ...  ...  ...  3    8  0 

Dahri     ...          ...          ...  2    8    0  in  Chak  Landoha. 

2    0   0  in  Chak  Mandikhera. 
i  Chiknot  and  Narmot   1  12  0 

JlartollBhur   12  0 

( 

41.  Section  184. — I  have  in  no  circle  framed  rates  for  culturable 
No  rate  on  culturable   waste  ;  the  area  so  shown  does  not,  in  any  circle, 

waste.  amount  to  over  3  per  cent,  of  the  assessable 

area ;  and  there  are  very  few  villages  in  which  it  would  be  advisable 
in  the  true  interests  of  the  people  that  more  land  should  bo  brought 
under  cultivation. 

42.  The  hills  which  are  mere  low  rocky  ranges  are  also  excluded 
Hills  not  from  assessment ;  there  is  a  little  wood  grown 


on  their  sides  and  they  yield  some  grazing  in 
the  rainy  months.  The  collections  of  the  Nawab,  who  held  the  hills 
as  State  property,  from  this  source  amounted  to  Rs.  700,  but  Mr. 
Cubbins  gave  up  this  income  to  the  owners  of  the  adjoining  villages. 

Where  necessary,  a  small  sum  will  be  added  to  the  assessment  of 
an  estate  on  account  of  its  culturable  or  unculturable  waste. 

43.    Section  185. — The  above  rates  will  be  found  higher  than 
reasons  for  rates.  those  which  I  have  elsewhere  proposed,  but 

these  circles  undoubtedly  enjoy  special  advan- 
tapfes.  Their  unirrigated  lands  are  generally  of  good  quality  and  low- 
lying,  and  in  many  cases  benefit  by  the  drainage  of  the  hills  passing 
over  them  into  the  still  lower  Dahar  lands ;  and  when  needed,  cutcha 
wells  ean  be  easily  constructed.  The  Bhur  is  generally  a  surface 
deposit  over  a  good  subsoil,  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  valley  and 
a'!  j oi n i  n 3  the  I  )ahar.  My  proposed  Dahar  rate  i n  Pal  wal  was  Rs.  2-0-0, # 
but  the  Dahri  tract  there  included  villages  flooded  only  in  seasons  of 
more  than  ordinary  rainfall.  In  Chak  Landoha  where  floods  from  the 
Landoha  may  be  expected  in  all  seasons  of  ordinary  rainfall,  I  do  not 
think  that  Rs.  2-8-0  would  be  an  excessive  assessment:  in  Chak 

*  Tub  was  raised  to  Us.  2-4-0. 
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Mandikhera,  as  the  returns  of  band  irrigation  and  my  own  enqnirit*  ..how 
that  the  Dahar  lands  of  this  circle  irrigated  by  the  Landoha  will 
certainly  not,  as  far  as  an  estimate  can  be  framed,  be  flooded  more  than 
one-third  as  often  as  the  villages  of  the  Landoha  circle,  I  fix  my  rate 
at  Rs.  2-0-0. 

The  rate  on  well-irrigated  land  is  high,  as  water  is  very  near  the 
surface  and  well-irrigation  can  be  largely  extended  at  small  outlay. 
It  must  be  remembered  also,  that  part  of  the  measurements  were  made 
after  the  rains  of  1873,  and  that  the  number  of  cutcha  wells  shown  in 
the  statement  will  therefore  be  less  than  the  average. 

44.  Section  180.  —My  reasons  for  not  having  taken  an  increase 
Reasons  why  an  increase    of  assessment  commensurate  with  the  increase 

commensurate  with  the  in-    in  cultivation  are— - 
f  raise  in  cultivation  baa  not 
been  taken. 

1.  That  the  increase  in  cultivation  has  not  been  an  unmixed 

gain,  the  culturable  area  now  left  uncultivated  in  these 
circles  being  insufficient  for  the  proper  pasturage  of  the 
cattle. 

2.  Allowance  must  be  made  in  both  circles,  and  especially  in 

Chak  Mandikhera,  which  as  the  further  removed  from 
the  sources  of  the  stream  would  suffer  more  from  this 
cause,  for  the  diminished  irrigating  power  of  the  Lan- 
doha. Further,  Mr.  Gubbins  when  recommending  a 
decrease  of  assessment  in  1841,  stated  as  one  great  reason 
of  its  necessit}',  that  he  had  over-estimated  the  effect  of 
the  new  works,  on  the  regularity  of  the  Landoha  floods, 
yet  although  such  a  mistake  would,  as  far  as  I  can  judge, 
especially  affect  the  assessment  of  Mandikhera  circle,  the 
reduction  recommended  here  was  nearly  the  same  as  in 
the  other  circles,  being  20*3  per  cent,  in  this  circle 
against  19*5  per  cent,  in  the  whole  parganah  of  Firozpur. 

3.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  original  Settlement  was 

made  not  only  under  different  rules  of  assessment,  but 
was  mainly  based  on  the  collections  of  the  Nawab,  who 
as  is  evident  from  Mr.  Gubbins*  report,  rack-rented  tho 
country.  The  present  theory  of  assessment  is  very 
different 

4.  Such  ront  rates  as  exist  do  not  support  a  higher  assessment. 

5.  The  mortgages  in  Chak  Mandikhera  are  very  heavy  and  the 

villages  generally  poor. 

45.  Section  187.— Chak  Chiknot  is  characterized  by  its  depression 
Chak  Chiknot  below  the  general  surface  of  the  country,  by  a 

hard  black  clay  soil  and  by  the  saltness  of  tho 
water,  which  renders  well-irrigation  impracticable  in  the  greater  part 
of  the  circle  The  black  clay  is  adapted  to  wheat  cultivation,  and  is 
extremely  productive  in  season  of  more  than  ordinary  rain-fall,  but 
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the  crops  on  it  are  peculiarly  liable  to  suffer  in  seasons  in  which  there 
is  any  failure  of  the  rains,  while  the  saltness  of  water  prevents  recourse 
to  irrigation  from  cutcha  wells.  Not  only  so,  but  in  several  villages 
including  those  on  the  banks  of  Kotila  jhil  there  are  lands,  which  in 
seasons  of  rain-fall,  are  liablo  to  remain  submerged  until  the  season  of 
the  rabi  sowings  has  past.  The  Dahar  is  inferior  to  that  of  Chak 
Landoha  in  as  much  as  it  is  only  in  seasons  of  heavy  rain  that  flood 
Waters  from  extraneous  sources  reach  this  circle,  and  although  superior 
to  that  of  Chak  Mandikhera,  in  that  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  Dahar 
lands,  they  are  in  most  years,  to  some  extent,  flooded  by  the  drainage  of 
the  higher  lands  around,  yet  with  reference  to  the  especial  dependence 
of  the  cultivation  on  the  winter  rains  and  the  existing  rates  of  assess- 
ment, I  do  not  feel  able  to  recommend  a  higher  rate  for  Dahar  than  in 
that  circle.  From  these  considerations  it  is  evident  that  the  rates  of 
assessment  must  be  lower  than  in  Chak  Landoha. 

The  rates  I  propose  are — 


Rs. 

A. 

P 

Chahi 

2 

12 

0 

ess  of  many  of  the  wells. 

Dahri 

2 

0 

0 

Chi  knot  and  Marmot  ... 

1 

6 

0 

Magda 
Bhur 

1 

2 

0 

0 

14 

0 

*         •  • 

• 

46.  Section  188.— As  before  stated,  the  villages  in  Chak  Bhuder 

Chak  Bhuder  run  ^own  ^nfco  tne  otner  *°ur  circles,  and  the 

Dahri  and  better  sorts  of  irrigated  land  included 
in  their  circle,  will  therefore  be  subject  to  the  rates  of  assessment  pre- 
vailing in  the  circles  which  they  adjoin.  The  Dahri  rates  will  accord- 
ingly vary  from  Rs.  2-0-0  to  Rs.  2-8-0  and  the  unirrigated  Chiknot  and 
Narmot  rates  from  Rs.  1-4-0  to  Rs.  1-12-0,  aud  the  average  rates  may  be 
assumed  to  be  Dahri  Rs.  2-4-0,  Chiknot  and  Narmot  Rs.  1-8-0.  The 
wells  are  Hocper  than  in  the  Landoha  and  Mandikhera  circles,  the  well- 
irrigated  soils  are  inferior,  and  there  is  not  the  same  facility  for  the 
extension  of  well  irrigation  ;  on  the  other  hand  there  are  neither  of  the 
especial  reasons  for  a  low  assessment,  which  exist  in  Chaks  Chiknot 
and  Punahana.    I  would  therefore  assess  Chahi  at  Rs.  3-0-0. 

The  Bhur  is  of  a  somewhat  inferior  description,  and  the  Magda  is 
not  good,  so  I  do  not  feel  able  to  propose  higher  rates  for  these  than 
Rs.  0-14-0  and  Rs.  1-2-0  respectively. 

47.  Section  ISO.— Chak  Punahana  adjoins  and  resembles  Chak 
Chak  Punahana.  Bangar  in  Palwal.    The  present  jama  is  Rs. 

56,120, the  rates  proposed  in  Chak  Bangar  would 
give  an  increase  in  this  circle  of  Rs.  29,517  or  52  6  per  cent.  But  such 
an  assessment  would,  I  think,  in  this  circle  be  excessive  ;  although  the 
circles  are  alike  in  their  general  characteristics,  there  are  three  points  of 
difference. 
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1.  Palwal  is  inhabited  by  Jats,  Pfinah£na  by  Meos  who,  in  this 

circle,  appear  to  me  to  be  more  careless  cultivators  than 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  tahsil. 

2.  This  is  a  mere  Barani  parganah,  wells  are  not'numerous,  and  of 

those  that  exist  very  many  are  used  only  in  droughts, 
a  circumstance  which  must  affect  the  rates  on  well- 
irrigated  land.  I  find  the  same  peculiarity  noted  in 
Mr.  Gubbins'  summary  Settlement  report :  bo  writes — 

"  The  wells  are  few  and  little  used."    And  tho  area  which  can  be 
irrigated  by  the  Agra  Canal  is  but  small.    The  prosperity  of  the  circle  is 
therefore  almost  wholly  dependent  on  the  seasonableness  of  the  rainfall. 
3.    The  present  assessment  is  lighter  than  in  Chak  Bangar  of  Palwal 
being  only  Rs.  0-14-0  per  acre  of  cultivation  against  Rs. 
1-0-5  in  PalwaL 

I  therefore  propose  lower  rates  on  Chahi  and  the  better  sorts  of 
unirrigated  soils,  while  the  lighter  soils  which  lend  themselves  more 
readily  to  careless  cultivation  and  suffer  less  in  droughts  may  be  assessed 
more  nearly  as  in  Palwal. 

The  little  Dahri  is  in  isolated  villages  surrounded  by  Bhartpur 
territory  and  is  irrigated  by  flood  waters  from  that  State, 
ily  proposed  rates  then  are — 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi       ...  ...    2    8  0 

Dahri       ...  ...    2    2  0 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...    1    4  0 

Magda     ...  ...    1    1  0 

Bhur  ...    0  14  0 

*  •  •  #  # 

48.   Section  190. —       *      *      On  the  band-irrigated  land  I 
Owners'  rate  recommend  an  owner's  rate  equal  in  amount  to 

one-half  the  present  occupier's  rate  of  Rs.  0-4-0 
per  bigha  or  Rs.  0-G-4  per  acre,  to  be  collected  with  and  in  addition 
to  that  rate  on  all  lands  so  irrigated  which  have  not  been  recorded  as 
Chahi  or  Dahri  at  Settlement. 

The  lands  irrigated  from  these  works  do  not  differ  in  value  from  a 
•well  and  regularly  irrigated  natural  Dahar ;  the  total  of  the  owners'  and 
occupiers'  rates,  (and  in  practice  both  will  ordinarily  be  paid  by  the 
same  individual)  will  be  Rs.  0-9-C  per  acre  which  is  less  than  the  extra 
assessment  on  Dahri  lands  proposed  in  Chaks  Landoha  and  Puuahana. 
In  estimating  the  adequacy  of  this  rate,  it  must  be  remembered — 

(a).  That,  although,  properly  speaking,  the  extra  assessment  on 
these  lands  will  be  only  Rs.  0-3-2  per  acre,  yet  in  practice 
the  two  rates  together  will  have  the  same  effect  as  an 
extra  assessment  in  Dahri  lands. 

(6).  That  there  is  no  option  of  refusing  the  water,  and  that  the 
people  have  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  pay  the  water 
rate  only. 
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Section  151.— As  in  Palwal  tahsQ,  Mr.  Wood  thought  that  I  had 

Orders  ou  this  report.  unduly  lenient,,  but  my  rates  were  even- 

tually passed  without  alteration  :  the  hills  were 
not  to  be  assessed  and  culturable  waste  was  directed  to  be  treated  as  in 
tahsil  Palwal.  The  final  orders  on  this  report  were  coutained  iu  letter 
from  Secretary  to  Government,  to  Secretary  t»  Financial  Commissioner, 
No.  933  of  2nd  August  1876. 

Section  192. — The  sanctioned  rates  for  Chaks  Landoha  and  Man- 
Detailed  assessment  of     dikhera  were  :— 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi      ...       ...       ...3    8  0^ 

Dahri    2   8   0  m  Chak  Landoha. 

Do   2   0   0  in  Chak  MautUkher*. 


Chaks  Landoha  ami  Mand£> 
khcra. 


Unirrigated. 


Chiknot  and  Narmot 

Magda   

Bhur  

...  ... 

...  ... 

...  ... 

Rs.  A. 
...  1  12 
...  1  6 
...  1  2 

P. 
0 
0 
0 

I  give,  in  the  following  table,  the  results  of  these  rates  as  compared 
with  the  previously  existing  assessment,  and  with  the  totals  of  my 
detailed  assessments,  after  deducting  Rs.  682  reduced  by  the  Commis- 
sioner on  appeal  in  Chak  Landoha  and  Rs.  GO  subsequently  reduced  by 
the  Additional  Financial  Commissioner ; 

Former  jama. 

Jama  at  re- 
venue rates. 

Amount  of 

detailed 
assessment. 

Former 
jama. 

Remarks. 

•Chak  Landoha  ... 
Chak  Mandikhera... 

53,293 
2G,225 

51.52G 
27,884 

47,852 
31,500 

11  gardens 
allowed  for 
in  statement 
E. 

Of  this  Rs.  51,515  in  Chak  Landoha  deduct  Rs.  25  for  gardens  not 
allowed  for  in  Statement  E,  and  Rs.  217  for  leases,  leaving  Rs.  53,040 
as  the  initial  khalsa  demand.  In  Chak  Mandikhera  deduct  Rs.  57  fur 
gardens  and  Rs.  26  for  leases,  leaving  Rs.  27,801  as  immediate  demand. 

Section  193. — The  former   assessment  of  Chak  Chiknot  was 
Detailed  assessments  of    Rs.  23,006  :  the  assessments  at  the  sanctioned 
Chak  chiknot,  circle  rates  of— 
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Rs.  A.  P. 

Ch&lii    ...   2  12  0 

Dahri     ...   ...  2    0  0 

Unirri  gated. 

"Chiknot  and  N*rmot  1  6  0 

Magda     1  2  0 

Blmr      ...                                      0  14  0 

would  be  Rs.  29,545  ;  but  of  this  Rs,  2,234  belongs  to  lands ;  the 
villages  in  which  these  are  situated  are,  Multhan  and  Khanpur  Nuh, 
which  form  part  of  the  Kotila  jhfl,  and  which  have,  as  will  be  noticed 
in  my  remarks  on  the  assessments  of  the  Null  tahsil,  been  given  a  fluc- 
tuating assessment.  The  rate  jama  of  the  area  of  fixed  assessment  is 
therefore,  Rs.  27,311 ;  I  did  not  however,  find  it  practicable  to  assess 
fully  up  to  my  rates  ;  in  some  villages  the  increase  given  by  these  was 
very  great,  either  on  account  of  the  former  assessment  having  been 
originally  low  or  on  account  of  the  enormous  increase  in  cultivation. 
The  totals  of  my  fixed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.  26,112  ;  of  this  Rs.  150 
were  afterwards  reduced  by  order  of  Additional  Financial  Commissioner, 
leaving  Rs.  25,958  the  jama  entered  in  Statement  E  ;  of  this  Rs.  158  is 
temporarily  postponed  on  account  of  protective  leases,  leaving  as  initial 
demand  Rs.  25,800.  The  assessments  for  the  portions  of  the  two  villages 
subject  to  fluctuating  assessments  have  been  in  1877-78  Rs.  2,272  and 
in  1878-70  Rs.  1,981. 

Section  194.— The  sanctioned  standard  rates  per  acre  in  .Chak 

Detailed  assessments  of     Bhudei  aie~ 
Ckak  Bhuder. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi  3    0  0 

Dnhri  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...   2    4  0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  18  0 

Magda  .12  0 

Bhiir  0  14  0 

The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  is  on  the  amended  area 
Rs.  49,611  ;  my  detailed  assessments  amounted  to  Rs.  49,435,  but  of 
this  Rs.  34  was  reduced  on  appeal  by  the  Commissioner,  and  Us.  333 
was  subsequently  reduced  by  the  Additional  Financial  Commissioner. 
Besides  this  Rs.  258  on  gardens,  and  Rs.  42  on  maafis  in  Firozpur  must 
be  deducted,  leaving  Rs.  48,768  as  entered  in  Statement  E,  besides  Rs.  78 
reduced  for  five  years.  Rs.  132  is  remitted  on  account  of  gardens, 
Rs.  683  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases, 
and  Rs.  240  is  assigned.   The  present  khalsa   demand  is  there- 
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foro  Rs.  47,713.  The  former  assessment  including  the  above  Rs.  240 
which  is  an  assignment  on  the  jama  of  a  village,  amounted  to 
Rs.  44,439.  The  increase  is  about  7£  per  cent,  or  on  the  full  jama 
about  9  per  cent. 

Section  195. — The  sanctioned  standard  rates  in  this  circle  were— 

Detailed  nssessments 
Chak  Piinahana. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Ch6hi    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    2    8  0 

Duhri    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    2    2  0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot   14  0 

Magda  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1    1  0 

Bhtir    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  0  14  0 

The  circle  assessment  at  theso  rates  amounts  to  Rs.  78,280  against 
the  formerly  existing  assessment  of  Rs.  56,120,  an  increase  of  38  per 
cent.  I  found  it  necessary  however,  in  framing  my  detailed  assessment, 
to  relinquish  some  of  this  increase  ;  the  ordinary  reason  being  the 
necessity  of  easing  offa  great  rise  in  demand,  although  justified  by  the 
assets  of  the  estate.  My  detailed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.  76,123,  of 
this  deduct  Rs.  9  for  gardens  and  the  balance  Rs.  76,114  is  entered  in 
Statement  E ;  of  this  sum  Rs.  46  is  remitted  on  account  of  gardens  not 
allowed  for  in  Statement  E,  and  Rs.  582  is  temporarily  remitted  on 
account  of  protective  leases  to  wells  and  Rs.  480  are  Jagir.  The  imme- 
diate demand  is  therefore  Rs.  75,006,  an  increase  of  34|  per  cent. 

Tahsil  Nuh. 

Extracts  from  Assessment  Report. 
*  *  *  *  *  * 

2.  Section  196.— There  are  three  well  marked  and  distinct  tracts  in 
Physical  characteriBtics.     the  ^sil' to  which  m?  assessment  circles  corres- 

1.  The  table  land  of  T&oru. 

2.  The  high  B6ngar  tract  of  Hatin. 

3.  The  low  basin  of  Nuh. 

3.  Section  197.— Of  these,  the  first  is  situated  to  the  west  of  the 
_  .      ,    ,        range  of  hills,  which  entering  the  tahsfl  from 

The  Taoru  table-land.         tt>'  Z'         l    r        ix.    t.        i  /. 

Jirozpur  continues  to  form  the  boundary  of  the 

district  up  to  a  point  nearly  opposite  the  town  of  Nuh,  where  the  bound- 
ary line  turns  to  the  west,  while  the  range  continues  its  course  to  the 
north,  and  finally  turning  to  the  west  shuts  orf  the  Taoru  circle  from  the 
rest  of  Nuh  on  the  east,  and  from  the  tahsfl  of  Gurgaon  on  the  east  and 
north.  This  circle  is  characterised  by  the  prevalence  of  inferior  sandy 
soils  producing  chiefly  bajra  and  autumn  pulses  and,  when  irrigated, 
barley. 
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4.  Section  198. — The  Bangar  tract  of  Hatin  adjoins  and  resembles 

_^  _  ^  the  neighbouring  circles  Bangar  of  Pahval  and 

The  Hatin  Bangar  tract.     D,    ,  p        e    "  ,.  °  ,  .  . 

runahana  ot  rirozpur,  being  a  plain  rather 

high  to  the  east,  but  gradually  sloping  downwards  towards  the  west, 

of  generally  very  good  soil  producing  jowar,  cotton,  barley  and  gram 

on  the  dry  soils,  and  barley  and  a  little  wheat  on  the  well  lands.  There 

is  also  some  cultivation  of  bajra,  especially  in  a  few  sandy  villages. 

5.  Section  199.— Between  these  two  circles  and  lying  under  the 
The  Xuh  basin  range  of  hills  already  mentioned  is  a  low  tract, 

which  receives  the  drainage  of  .these  hills  on 
the  west,  and  of  the  higher  lands  which  surround  it  on  the  north,  south 
and  east.  The  soils  are  generally  good :  and  the  naturally  irrigated  area 
large,  being  36  3  per  cent.  Wheat  is  extensively  cultivated,  as  are 
also  cotton,  jowar,  barley,  gram  and  on  the  inferior  soils  bajra.  These 
circles  will  be  found  more  fully  described  further  on  in  the  report. 

6.  Section  200. — Besides  the  range  of  hills  already  mentioned 

another  rango  enters  the  tahsil  from  Firozpur 
and  although  extending  only  a  short  distance  in 
the  tahsil  above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  yet  its  course  can  be  traced  by 
a  line  of  detached  rocky  hillocks,  until  it  re-appears  in  tahsil  Gurgaon. 

The  natural  irrigation  streams  and  drainage  works  of  the  tahsil 
will  be  mentioned  in  the  accounts  of  the  various  circles. 

♦  •**** 

8.  Section  201.— Of  the  311  villages  now  constituting  the  tahsil, 
.    ....       j     5G  at  last  settlement  formed  the  parganah  of 

Former  fiscal  history.    In    m,         _  .0  .  .      «  .  *     °        i_  * 

what  parganaha  contained  Taoru,  103  were  contained  in  the  parganah  of 
at  last  settlement.  Hatin,  66  in  that  of  Sohna,  GO  in  that  of  Nub, 

11  in  that  of  Bahora  and  10  in  Palwal. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  these  villages  in  the 
present  assessment  circles : — 


Circles. 

No.  of 

ifo.  of  villages  formerly  contained  in 

villages. 

Taoru. 

Sohna 

Hatin. 

Bahora 

Palwal 

Nrfh. 

Taoru 

90 

56 

23 

•  •  • 

11 

•  •  • 

■  •  t 

Bangar 

105 

•  •  • 

3 

86 

••• 

10 

6 

Dahar 

110 

•  •  • 

40 

22 

•  •• 

••■ 

54 

.Total 

311 

5G 

66 

108 

11 

10 

60 
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9.  Section  202.—This  parganah  was,  on  its  annexation  in  1803, 

Former  hifltory  Parganah  conferred  on  the  Bhartpur  Chief  in  Jagir,  and  it 
Taoru.  '  remained  with  him  until  182G.    It  was  kept 

under  direct  management  for  two  years,  and 
then  assessed  by  Mr.  Cavendish  at  Rs.  29,937-  "  The  assessment  stood 
but  one  year,  when  nearly  a  fifth  of  the  villages  broke  down  and  their 
assessment  was  reduced.  From  that  period  until  1240  fasli  (A.  D. 
1832-33)  when  the  assessment  was  raised  it  paid  pretty  regularly.  From 
this  excess  jama,  with  the  succeeding  drought  years,  the  parganah 
entirely  broke  up  "  and  when  Mr.  (  now  Lord  )  Lawrence  settled  the 
parganah  in  1837,  he  found,  during  the  preceding  nine  years  the 
average  demand  to  be  of  Rs.  28,026,  the  average  realizations  Rs.  2G,118, 
and  the  average  balance  Rs.  1,908.  Mr.  Lawrence  reduced  the  assessment 
from  Rs.  29,079  to  Rs,  24,700  or  1 51  per  cent.  But  even  after  this 
reduction,  balances  aggregating  in  four  years  Rs.  9,089  occurred,  and 
three  villages  having  been  transferred  to  Sohna,  Mr.  Barnes  in  1841 
reduced  the  assessment  of  the  remaining  52  estates  from  Rs.  21,975  to 
Rs.  10,458  or  251  per  cent. :  three  jagir  villages  not  included  in  the 
above  assessment  were  settled  by  Mr.  Routh  in  1852  at  a  jama  of 
Rs.  915. 

10.  Section  203. — The  history  of  the  former  settlements  of  Bahora 

_  „       and  Sohna  will  be  found  in  my  report  of  tahsil 

Former  settlement*.  Par-    ~  T,     ...     „  i       *l       r  *i 

ganabs  Bahora  and  Sohna.     Gurgaon.    It  will  suthce  to  say  here  that  of  the 

villages  of  Bahora  included  in  this  tahsil,  ten 

were  assessed  first  at  Rs.  5,035,  then  at  Rs.  4,G19,  then  at  Rs.  4,636, 

and  finally  by  Mr.  Lawrence  in  1838  at  Rs.  4.8G3,  the  eleventh,  a  jagir 

village,  being  assessed  by  Mr.  Routh  in  1852  at  Rs.  1,710  and  that  the 

Sohna  villages,  after  being  assessed  at  Rs.  53,695,  Rs.  58,031  and  Rs. 

57,055,  were  finally  settled  by  Mr.  Barnes  at  Rs.  40,830. 

11.  Section  204. — For  three  years  after  the  annexation  in  1803 

Former  settlement*.  Par-  tne  parganah  of  Nuh  was  farmed  to  Rao  Tej 
ganah  Nuh.  "    Sing  of  Rewari,  and  in  1809  it  was  settled  by 

Mr.  W.  Fraser.  In  1841  a  revision  of  settlement 
was  undertaken  by  Mr.  Barnes  :  he  found  the  jama  ft  Rs.  91,698,  and 
tho  average  collections  of  20  years,  realized  with  great  difficulty,  were 
Rs.  86,170.  He  wrote,"  From  personal  observation  of  the  circumstances 
of  each  village  I  can  bear  my  testimony  to  the  general  poverty  and  want 
of  comfort  apparent,  with  but  few  exceptions  throughout  the  parganah"  ; 
and  he  considered  it  to  be  heavily  assessed.  The  result  of  his  settlement 
was  a  jama  of  Rs.  75,137,  being  a  reduction  of  Rs.  1G.561  or  181  per 
cent.  In  the  villages  still  included  in  the  tahsil  Mr.  Barnes'  assess- 
ment amounted  to  Rs.  01,912. 

12.  Section  205. — Hatin  was  held  on  an  Isfamrar  of  Rs.  30,000  per 

annum  by  Faizulla  Beg   Khan  from  1803  to 
Former  settlemente.  Par-    1393.    It  was  then  settled  by  Mr.  Cavendish  ; 
gana     atiu.  ftnj        untierg0mg  varjous  changes  by  transfer 

of  villages  was  resettled  by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1841.  In  his  report  he  writes : 
"  The  gross  jama  of  the  parganah  for  the  year  immediately  preceding 
tho  settlement  was  Rs.  1,23,051.   The  average  collections  of  17  years, 
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from  the  date  of  the  escheat  of  the  parganah  to  the  close  of  the  last  year 
was  Rs.  1,07,220,  and  of  the  last  ten  years  to  Rs.  1,05,679.  That  the 
amount  of  these  collections  was  too  high  to  adopt  as  a  fair  assessment,  I 
inferred  from  the  difficulty  and  detriment  to  the  parganah  with  which  it 
had  been  collected  ;  from  the  prevalent  practice  of  desertion ;  from  the 
absence  of  bidders  at  the  public  auction  of  estates  :  and  from  the  meagre 
and  comfortless  circumstances  of  the  people."  The  result  of  his  settle- 
ment was  an  assessment  of  Rs.  92,283,  being  a  reduction  of  Rs.  30,768,  or 
Rs.  25  per  cent,  on  the  former  jama,  of  14  per  cent,  on  the  average 
collections  of  the  last  17  years,  and  of  Rs.  12 }  por  cent,  on  the  average 
collections  of  the  last  ten.  In  the  108  villages  still  belonging  to  this 
tahsfl,  the  assessment  thus  fixed  amounted  to  Rs.  84,607. 

13.  Section  206.— The  assessments  of  the  ten  Paiwal  villages  after 

having  been  fixed  at  Rs.  13,280  and  Rs.  14,264 
Former  settlement*  Paiwal   an(j  Ra.  10,330,  were  reduced  by  Mr.  Barnes  in 
TlU*ge"'  1842  to  Rs.  7,877. 

14.  Section  207. — Writing  in  the  statistical  account  of  Gurgaon, 

published  in  1849,  Mr.  Fraser  speaks  well  of 
Working  of  the  settlements   the  working  of  all  these  settlements,  but  here, 
before  the  muuny.  u  -m  the  ofcher  fetalis,  I  am  unable,  owing  to  tha 

destruction  of  the  records  in  the  mutiny,  to  give  any  detailed  account 
of  their  working  for  the  period  before  1857. 

•  ♦  *  •  •  •  • 

16.  *   *    *    Section  208.— Next  to  tahsil  Firozpur,  Nuh  is  the 
Remarks  on  mortgages.      most  heavily  mortgaged  part  of  the  district. 

But  the  amount  of  mortgago  in  a  tract  does  not  depend  solely, 
or  even,  I  think,  principally,  on  the  weight  of  assessment.  The  condi- 
tions which  are  perhaps  most  unfavorable  to  mortgages  are  the 
co-existence  of  a  fairly  heavy,  but  not  absolutely  overwhelming,  assess- 
ment with  a  frugal  proprietary  :  thus,  in  Rewari,  where  these  conditions 
exist,  mortgages  are  extremely  light,  while  the  conditions  in  Chak  Dahar 
of  this  tahsil,  where  the  mortgages  are  heaviest  of  the  three  circles,  are 
such  as  would  naturally  tend  to  their  growth,  for  there  is  a  fairly  light 
assessment  making  land  valuable  as  a  security,  an  improvident  body 
of  owners,  who  spend  the  produce  of  a  good  year  in  place  of  saving  it, 
and  a  liability  of  large  areas  to  occasional  submersion,  the  owners  being 
then  driven  to  the  banker  for  the  means  of  subsistence.  Almost  all 
the  villages  thus  liable  to  excessive  inundation,  however  lightly  assessed 
they  may  be,  are  from  the  operation  of  these  causes  heavily  mortgaged. 
The  remedy  will  be  found  not  in  an  overlight  assessment,  but  in  a 
system  of  ready  remissions. 

17.  Section  209.— The  alterations  in  assessment  since  the  last 

settlement  have  been  very  slight  and  are  due 
Collection  of  revenue,     to  ^e  ora  jnftry  causes  of  variation,  such  as  tak- 
t**ncea'*c'  kig  up  land  for  public  purposes.       •    •  • 

In  Chaks  Taoru  and  Bangar  the  only  balances  (except  a  few  which  were 
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merely  nominal,  being  caused  by  the  taking  up  lands  by  Government) 
were  those  due  to  the  drought  of  1860-61,  while  in  Chak  Dabar  the  large 
balances  and  remissions  are  owing  to  the  liability  of  many  villages  to 
excessive  inundation.    The  revenue  has  been  easily  collected. 

ft  *  ft  •  « 

r    ff»  «.f     ;„„h„  18-    Secti°n  210.— The  proprietary  tribes 

r^SSS    ^  ™ay  be  thus  classed- 


Good  Agriculturists. 

Fair  Agriculturists. 

Inferior  Agriculturists. 

Tribes  who  do  not 
usually  cultivate 
themselves. 

JAta 
Ahira 

i 

Meos 

Gujars 

Khanzadas 

Raj  pats 
Brahman  s 
Ranghars 

Syad 

Jogi 

Shekh 

Mahajans 
Kayatha 

Number  of 
villages  owned 
in  whole  or  in 
part. 

-  60 

228 

54 

6 

The  J  at  villages  are  found  chiefly  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  tahsil ; 
Chaks  Dahar  and  Taoru  are  mainly,  although  not  entirely,  owned  by 
Mdos,  who  are  here  as  in  Firozpur  an  impulsive,  thriftless  people,  need- 
ing a  fairly  heavy  assessment  to  keep  them  to  work,  but  whom  too 
heavy  a  burden  would  be  likely  to  drive  back  into  their  old  habits  of 
plundor.  A  very  light  assessment  is  certainly  not,  in  my  opinion, 
advisable  for  a  tribe  of  their  character  :  many  of  them  will,  themselves, 
admit  that  it  too  often  leads  them  into  extravagance,  idleness  and 
debts  ;  and  on  the  other  hand  a  heavy  assessment,  or  an  excessive  and 
sudden  rise  of  the  Government  demand,  must  yet  more  be  avoided. 
*  *  *  •  • 

23.   Section  211.— Since  last  settlement  a  new  road  has  been 

made  over  the  hills  to  Rewari,  but  there  is  not 
much  traffic  from  Nuh  in  that  direction,  its 
trade  being  chiefly  carried  on  through  Hodal, 
Kasi  and  Mattra  with  the  markets  of  the  North-Western  Provinces, 
and  also  with  Delhi.  Like  the  rest  of  the  district,  this  tahsil  has,  of 
course,  been  brought  into  easier  communication  with  other  parts  of  the 
country  by  the  construction  of  the  Punjab,  Rajputana  and  East  Indian 
Railways.  It  is  to  be  expected,  however,  that  the  salt  of  Nuh  will  be 
unable  to  successfully  compete  with  that  of  Sambhar  and  Sultanpur, 
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now  that  the  Rajputnna  Railway  has  brought  those  places  into  direct 
communication  with  the  North -Western  Provinces  ;  and  as  the  decay  of 
this  manufacture  would  necessarily  to  some  extent  unfavorably  arlect 
the  proprietary  of  the  town  of  Nuh  and  of  the  neighbouring  villages 
engaged  either  in  the  manufacture  or  carriage  of  the  salt,  the  tahsfl. 
will  lose  as  well  as  gain  by  the  construction  of  these  lines.  The  small 
market  towns  of  Nuh,  Hatin  and  Taoru  are  all  of  old  standing. 


25.    Section  212. — To  sum  up  then,  the  existing  assessments  are 
Snnmmry  of  comparison    the  result  of  reductions  made  some  thirty-five 
of  past  and  present  state  of    years  ago  amounting  to  diminution  of  the 

Government  demand  on  the  whole  tahsfl  by  27 
per  cent.;  during  the  course  of  settlement,  cultivation  has  increased  by 
42  per  cent,  irrigation  has  expanded  and  the  value  of  produce  •  .  •  * 
has  risen  *  *  .  The  increase  in  population  has  kept  pace  with 
the  increase  in  cultivation.  Sales  have  been  few,  mortgages  are  fairly 
light  except  in  one  circle  where  the  circumstances  are  exceptional,  the 
revenue  has  been,  except  in  the  inundated  tracts,  regularly  collected 
and  Government  is  now  fairly  entitled  to  an  increased  revenue,  while 
on  the  other  hand  the  character  of  the  population  and  the  great  divisiou 
of  the  ownership  of  the  soil  make  it  necessary  to  avoid  too  large  an 
enhancement  of  the  assessment. 


29.    Section  213. — In  framing  my  rates  I  have  taken  into  consi- 
.     ,      ,    deration  the  rates  of  the  last  settlements  and 

A<?scMment8  how  framed.      ...  _  _ 

the  existing  rent  rates  :  I  nave  consulted  the 
Superintendent,  and  have  talked  the  subject  over  with  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  the  tahsO,  and  have  asked  them  how  they  would  distri- 
bute assumed  jamas  over  the  various  descriptions  of  soil.  I  have  com- 
pared my  proposals  with  the  rates,  which  appeared  to  me  suitable  in 
the  various  other  parts  of  the  district,  and  I  have  tested  them  by  appli- 
cation to  selected  villages.  The  tahsildar  being  newly  appointed  was 
not  able  to  assist  me,  and  the  estimate  furnished  by  the  former  tahsil- 
dar  which  gave  an  increase  of  79  per  cent  was  so  excessive  as  to  bo 
useless. 

Rates  of  the  former  settle  30.    Section  214. — The  rates  adopted  in 

the  former  settlements  were — 

Sohna. 
Hill  village*. 

Rs.  A.  P. 


Irrigated  ...  ...       2    4  0 

Bhur  ...  ...      0  13  0 
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Irrigated            ...  ...  3   8  0 

Dahar                ...  ...  2    2  0 

Narmot              ...  ...  19  0 

Magda               ...  ...  10  0 

Bhur    i  13  0 

Palwal. 

Irrigated            ...  ...  3    8  0 

TJmrrigaied        ...  ...  19  0 

...  ...  110 

Nch. 

...  ...  3    8  0 

Dahar    2   0  0 

UnirrigatedCbiknot  ...  1  12  0 

Do.        Narmot  ...  18  0 

Do.      Bhur  ...  12  0 

Hatut. 

Irrigated            ...  ...  2  12  0 

Unirrigated        ...  ...  15  0 

Bhur                 ...  ...  0  14  0 


And  in  a  few  estates  to  the 

Irrigated  ...  ...        o     y>  u 

Unirrigated        ...  ...       1  11  0 

Bhor  ...  ...      0  14  0 

Bahora. 

Irrigated  »•»  ...         7    V  W 

Dahar  ...          ...      3    3  3 

Bhur    o  14  5 

Taobu. 

Irrigated  ...         ...      2  10  0 

Unirrigated        ...          ...  150 

The  assessment  of  Taoru  was  afterwards  reduced  by  one-fourth  ; 
diminishing  the  rates  proportionally  they  would  be— 

Ra  A.  P. 

Irrigated  ...  ...       1  15  6 

Unirrigated        ...  ...       0  15  9 

I  proceed  to  detail  my  proposals  for  each  circle,  explaining  first 
that  Cniknot  is  hard  clay,  Narmot  good  loam,  Magda  a  very  light 
sandy  loam  and  Bhur  sand.  Of  these,  Chiknot  is  the  strongest  soil, 
but  Narmot  is  more  easily  worked  and  requires  less  irrigation,  and  I 
have  therefore  in  this,  as  in  the  other  tonsils,  treated  them  as  of  equal 
value. 
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31.   Section  215.— Chak  Taoru,  comprising  90  villages  with  a 
*ai*.  t    ch*k   t°ta\  area  °^  ^8,266  acres,  is  a  high  lying  and 

IW   pr0pO8et^  inferior  tract  situated  above  the  range,  which 

may,  perhaps,  be  said  to  divide  the  North- West 
Provinces  from  Raj  putana  To  the  east,  north  and  south-west  of  the 
circle  are  low  hills  near  which  the  soil  is  very  inferior,  sandy  and  cut 
up  by  nallahsv  In  the  centre,  to  the  south,  and  to  the  west  of  the 
circle,  the  soils  are  somewhat  better ;  and  in  a  fewof  the  western  villages 
there  are  lands  naturally  irrigated  by  streams  which  pass  over  them 
while  carrying  down  the  drainage  of  the  higher  tracts  to  spread  over  the 
lower-lying  estates  of  Chak  Bahora  in  Gurgaon.  The  prevailing  soil  is 
an  inferior  and  sandy,  although  not  louse,  Magda,  more  nearly  resem- 
bling a  hard  Bhur  than  an  inferior  Narmot,  well  fitted  for  the  cultivation 
of  bajra  but  not  for  that  of  jowar  or  gram  :  717  per  cent,  is  thus  classi- 
fied :  3  2  per  cent,  is  shown  as  Narmot,  but  is  generally  inferior  to  the 
average  of  that  class  and  may  be  treated  as  equal  to  a  good  Magda,  and 
25' 1  is  Bhur,  the  lands  thus  entered  are  mainly  the  inferior,  gritty  soil, 
lying  under  the  hills,  or  the  uneven,  quickly  drained  soil  adjacent  to  the 
nallahs,  and  where  found  elsewhere  the  Bhur  is  generally  of  bad  quality. 
There  are,  however,  considerable  differences  of  superiority  and  inferiority 
in  the  villages  of  the  circle ;  the  lands  as  a  rule  increasing  in  value 
according  to  their  distance  from  the  hills. 

The  well  irrigated  lands  form  9*6  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  and 
fallow  area  ;  in  the  villages  under  the  hills  the  depth  at  which  water 
is  found  is  very  considerable,  and  18  estates  are  without  irrigation  wells  ; 
but  in  the  centre  and  west  of  the  circle,  water  is  much  nearer  the  surface  ; 
the  average  depth  to  water  in  the  villages  which  possess  irrigation  wells 
is  39  feet.  Of  the  well  irrigated  soils  9  5  per  cent,  are  Narmot,  819  per 
cent.  Magda,  and  8  6  per  cent.  Bhur :  the  wells  are  generally  of  masonry  ; 
79  per  cent,  of  the  laos  being  on  packa,  and  21  per  cent,  on  katcha  wells  : 
95  per  cent,  of  the  laos  are  on  sweet,  4  per  cent,  on  brackish,  and  only  1 
per  cent,  on  salt  wells.  Barley  is  the  staple  irrigated  crop,  occupying  84 
per  cent,  of  the  well  irrigated  lauds  against  4  per  cent,  of  wheat,  which 
requires  a  Btronger  soil.  68  2  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  were  actually 
irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement. 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands  only  2  2  per  cent,  are  Narmot,  while  764  per 
cent,  are  entered  as  Magda  and  26  4  per  cent,  as  Bhur.  Bajra  forms  79 
per  cent,  of  their  produce,  and  then,  at  a  long  interval,  come  gram  65  per 
cent.,  barley  4  6  per  cent,  cotton  3  5  per  cent ,  barley  and  gram  2  5  per 
cent.,  autumn  pulses  2  per  cent.,  and  jowar  which  is  only  0  6  per  cent. 

The  Dahri  lands  are,  Bhur  47  per  cent.,  Magda  38  per  cent,  and 
Narmot  15  per  cent. ;  although  sufficiently  irrigated  to  grow  wheat  and 
barley  yet  since  the  waters  only  run  over  them  and  do  not  remain 
standing  for  any  time,  as  also  from  their  sandy  character,  they  must  be 
treated  as  an  inferior  Dahar.  The  increase  in  the  cultivated  area  since 
settlement  has  been  31  '5  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  increase  of  2,423  acres 
in  well  irrigation.  The  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce,  as  estimated 
in  Form  D,  is  Ks.  54,301,  the  present  assessment  being  Rs.  33,598.  But 
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divided,  as  the  circle  is,  into  a  number  of  small  co-parcenary  Me*o  com- 
munities, unthrifty  and  with  no  apparent  evidences  of  accumulated 
wealth,  I  do  not  feel  able  to  propose  such  an  increase  as  this.  The  rates 
per  acre  which  I  propose  are — 

Chahi  ...  ...  ...  ...  2    8  0 

Dahri  ...  ...  ..,  ...  1  12  0 

Barani  Chtknot  and  Narmofc  ...  ...  12    0  ^ 

„     Magda  ...  ...  ...  OHO 

„     Bhur  ...  ...  ...  0  10  0 

„     Fallow  ...  ...  ...  0  10  0 

The  result  of  the  application  of  these  rates  will  be  an  assessment 
of  Rs.  43,106  or  an  increase  of  28  5  per  cent.  I  do  not  think  that 
it  would  be  advisable  or  safe  to  take  a  larger  increase  than  this ;  nor, 
looking  to  the  lowness  of  the  rates  which  give  this  result,  and  remem- 
bering also  that  the  present  assessment  is  the  result  of  large  reductions 
made  35  years  ago,  since  when  the  resources  of  the  circle  have  so  consider- 
ably increased,  and  lastly  considering  that  my  proposed  assessment  repre- 
sents  less  than  one-seventh  instead  of  one-sixth  of  the  estimated  value  of 
the  gross  produce,  can  I  propose  asmaller  advance  on  the  existing  demand. 
That  my  estimate  of  produce  is  not  excessive,  I  think  will  be  shown  by  a 
comparison  of  the  average  of  estimates  of  the  leading  men  of  the  circle  as 
shown  iu  AppendixVlIl.*  The  Deputy  Commissioner,  whom  I  have  con- 
sulted verbally, doubts  the  advisability  of  taking  even  so  large  an  increase 
as  that  given  by  my  rates,  but  when  1  asked  him  to  estimate  the  average 
yield  of  bajra,  the  great  unirrigated  staple  of  the  tract,  his  reply  was 
in  exact  correspondence  with  my  estimate,  5  maunds  per  acre,  the  value 
of  the  one-sixth  share  of  which  would  be  lis.  0-15-8  per  acre.     **  * 

32.    Section  216. — ChakDahar  is  a  tract  some  18  miles  long,  and 
Rates  proposed  for  Cbak   varying  in  breadth  from  6  miles  to  13  miles,  lying 
u*har.  between  Chile  Bangar  on  the  east  and  the  range 

of  hills  which  separates  it  from  Alwar  and  Taoru  on  the  west.  It 
contains  110  villages  with  a  total  area  of  10D.737  acres.  It  is  a  low- 
lying  strip  of  country,  the  natural  receptacle  of  the  drainage  of  the 
Firozpur  valley  and  parts  of  Alwar  to  the  south,  of  the  Bangar  lands  on 
the  east,  of  the  hills  that  lie  on  both  sides  the  Bhundsi  valley  to  the 
north.,  and  of  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  bounding  range  on  the  west. 
From  all  four  quarters  then,  but  principally  from  the  north  and  south, 
roine  during  the  rainy  season,  waters  which  flood  tho  face  of  the  country 
ard  especially  accumulate  in  the  thrco  basin-like  depressions  of  the 
Khalilpur,  Chandeni  and  Kotila  jhils.  ^ 

The  r"anal  Department  has  charge  of  the  works,  mainly  planned  by 
Sir  Henry  Cthen  Lieutenant)  Durand,  which  were  constructed  in  order  to 
drain  the  Chandeni  jhil  and  to  divert  the  Firozpur  waters  from  the 
Kotila  jhil.  A  drainage  canal,  hardly  adequate  to  its  task,  carries  off 
the  waters  of  the  Chandeni  jhil  to  the  large  village  of  Ujina,  where 
it  is  met  by  the  Kotila  band  and  canal  mentioned  in  my  Firozpur 
report,  which  divert  to  this  more  level  country  the  streams  from  Fhoz- 

*  Not  now  given. 
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pur  which  would  otherwise  have  gone  to  swell  the  Kotila  jhfl.  The  waters 
from  these  two  works  spread  over  a  largo  area  in  Ujina  and  the 
adjoining  villages,  and  are  then  drained  off  by  another  canal  through  the 
villages  of  Alawalpur  and  Sikrawa  to  within  about  1 J  mile  from  the 
Firozpur  border,  where  the  canal  ends  and  the  waters  brought  down 
by  it  issue  to  spread  on  into  Punahana  parganah  of  Firozpur, 
sometimes  reaching  even  the  Bharatpur  state.  For  the  area  thus 
flooded,  and  also  for  some  lands  to  the  west  of  the  Kotila  band, 
over  which  in  consequence  of  this  band  in  some  seasons  there  spread, 
instead  of  flowing  by,  surplus  waters  from  the  Kotila  jhfl,  the 
Canal  Department  charges  Rs.  0-6-4  per  acre,  as  also  for  any  lands 
which  the  zammdars  may  irrigate  by  channels  from  the  canal.  The 
area  charged  for  in  the  kharif  of  1873,  and  the  rabi  of  1874,  amounted  to 
4,351  acres. 

Except  in  a  few  sandy  villages,  which,  had  they  been  situated 
together  and  been  more  numerous,  might  have  been  formed  into  a 
separate  circle,  the  soils  of  Chak  Dahar  are  good,  24  2  per  cent,  being 
Chiknot,  and  50  3  per  cent.  Narmot,  against  12  7  per  cent.  Magda 
and  12  8  per  cent.  Bhur. 

The  well  irrigated  area  is  very  small  being  only  3*4  per  cent.,  this 
is  partly  due  to  the  saltness  of  water  in  many  of  tho  estates  and  partly 
to  the  abundance  of  natural  irrigation.  The  few  wells  that  exist  too  are 
but  little  used  except  in  droughts,  only  22  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands 
being  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement,  and  only  104  laos 
working  out  of  613.  The  2,991  acres  entered  in  column  15  of  Form  A 
include  the  land  irrigated  from  92  dhenklis  or  lever-buckets  in 
addition  to  those  irrigated  from  tho  613  laos.  There  are  many  salt 
wells  in  this  circle,  used  in  the  manufacture  of  salt,  but  of  the  irrigation 
laos  72  8  per  cent,  are  sweet,  2T5  brackish,  and  only  57  salt:  96  4  per  cent, 
are  on  packa  wells.  Barley,  which  requires  less  water  than  wheat,  is  the 
staple  crop  on  the  well  irrigated  lands,  being  557  per  cent,  against 
wheat  1  31  per  cent. 

The  Dahri  or  flooded  area  is  large,  being  32,076  acres  or  36  3  per 
cent. ;  the  great  staple  of  these  lands  is  wheat,  which  is  52  9  per  cent,  of 
the  Dahri  produce,  cotton  is  12  6  per  cent,  gram  1  per  cent.Jowar  12  9 
per  cent.,  wheat  and  gTara  6  9,  wheat  and  barley  11,  and  barley  4  per  cent. 
But  of  this  32,076  acres,  5,377 acres  in  tho  following  detail: — Chiknot 
3,637  acres  ;  Narmot  1,739  acres  ;  and  Magda  one  acre,  are  tho  lands 
flooded  by  the  works  which  I  have  mentioued.  These  I  proposed,  as  in 
Firozpur,  to  assess  at  unirrigated  rates,  leaving  the  Canal  department  to 
charge,  in  addition  to  its  present  rate  of  Re.  0-6-4  per  acre*  an  owner's 
rate  of  Re.  0-3-2  per  acre. 

My  reasons  for  thus  treating  these  lands  are — 

1.   That  the  Canal  department  will  thus  receive  credit  for  the 
increased  assessment  due  to  the  works. 
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2.  That  the  people  will  thus  only  be  required  to  pay  the  higher 

rate  for  lands  which  have  actually  in  any  year  been  first 
flooded  and  then  cultivated,  the  difficulties  of  assessment 
arising  from  the  variation  in  the  areas  benefitted  in 
different  years  being  thus  avoided. 

3.  That  if  I  were  to  assess  these  lands  at  Dahri  rates  the 

owners  would  hereafter  have  without  superior  advan- 
tages to  pay  Re.  0-6-4  per  acre  more  than  their  neigh- 
bours for  their  flooded  lands,  without  being  able  to 
exercise  any  option  as  to  whether  they  would  have  their 
fields  flooded  or  not 

4.  That  the  plan  will  involve  no  measurements  beyond  those 

already  annually  made. 

The  lands  which  are  irrigated  by  channels  from  the  canals  have 
been  classed,  as  on  the  Agra  Canal,  in  their  natural  aspect,  and  for 
such  lands,  the  irrigation  of  which  is  optional  with  the  owners,  a  rate 
of  Re.  0-9-6  per  acre  is  certainly  not  too  high,  the  only  difference  in 
irrigation  from  this  and  the  Agra  Canal  being  the  greater  uncertainty  of 
the  supply  of  water.  Of  the  remaining  26,699  acres  57*9  per  cent, 
are  Chiknot,  33'4  per  cent.  Narmot,  4*4  per  cent.  Magda  and  4  3  per  cent. 
Bhur.  The  Dahri  lands  of  this  circle  are  more  exposed  to  suffer  from 
excess  than  from  deficiency  of  water,  large  areas  being  sometimes  sub- 
merged for  one  or  two  years  and  the  lands  thus  flooded,  when  thev 
emerge,  are  encrusted  with  salt  deposits.  Especially  is  this  the  case  with 
the  Kotilajhil,  which,  during  tho  gradual  evaporation  of  the  water,  is 
said  to  turn  so  salt  that  animals  refuse  to  drink  from  it. 

Of  the  unirrigated  crops,  28  3  rer  cent  are  Mjra,  jowar  18  3  per 
cent.,  cotton  141  percent.,  wheat  11  per  cent.,  barley  8*4  per  cent.,  barley 
and  gram  6  per  cent.,  gram  4  5,  wheat  and  gram  4*2  per  cent.,  autumn 
pulses  2  7  per  cent.,  and  wheat  and  barley  19  per  cent. 

Including  tho  5,377  acres  flooded  by  irrigation  works,  which  I  pro- 
pose to  assess  at  dry  rates,  the  percentages  of  the  soils  are,  Chiknot  8  5 
per  cent,  Narmot  58  6  per  cent,  Magda  15  9  per  cent,  and  Bhur  17  per 
cent.  Of  these  the  Chiknot  and  Narmot  are  generally  good  soils  and 
are  in  many  villages  kept  somewhat  moist  by  the  vicinity  of  the  various 
Dahars  :  their  value  is,  however,  somewhat  diminished  by  the  saltness, 
which  very  generally  characterizes  them  as  well  as  the  Dahri  lands. 
Tho  Magda  too  is  generally  of  superior  quality  :  but  an  analysis  of  my 
notes  shows  that  60  per  cent  of  the  Bhur,  that  adjoining  the  hills,  is 
inferior,  15  per  cent  is  of  average  quality  and  25  per  cent  is  good. 

The  value  according  to  Form  D,  in  which  the  canal  flooded  lands 
are  treated  in  their  irrigated  aspect,  amounts  to  Rs.  1,69,792.  The  rates 
which  I  would  propose,  after  weighing  ;  (1)  the  little  use  made  of  these 
wells  except  in  seasons  when  most  of  the  Dahar  lands  cease  to  be  such, 
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(2)  the  saltness  of  the  Dahri  soils  and  their  liability  to  excessive  flooding, 
and  (3)  the  characters  of  the  various  Barani  soils  are  — 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi         ...    2   8  0 

Dahri  ...    2    2  0 

Barani, Chiknot, and  Narmot..    0   8  0 

Magda        ..    0   4  0 

Bhur  ...  ..  .020 

Fallow        ..    0    2  0 

and  these  rates,  I  may  remark,  coincide  with  those  over  which 
some  leading  agriculturists  of  the  circle  distributed  a  given 
jauil  The  result  of  these  rates  assessing  the  canal  flooded 
lands  as  Dahri  would  be  Rs.  1,44,564,  an  increase  of  42  9  per  cent : 
but  if  these  lands  are,  as  I  propose,  assessed  at  dry  rates,  the 
new  jamas  would  amount  to  Rs.  1,41,203  or  39  5  per  cent., 
while  the  Re.  0-9-6  per  acre,  which  would  be  collected  by  the 
•€anal  department,  would  nearly  equal  the  Re.  0-10-0,  the  difference 
between  my  rates  for  Barani,  Chiknot  and  Narmot,  and  Dahri,  the 
slight  difference  being  counterbalanced  by  the  facts  that  if  two  crops 
are  taken,  the  Canal  department  would  levy  a  double  rate.  The 
increase  is  not  small  for  a  Meo  tract,  in  which  mortgages  are  so  numer- 
ous, but  the  increase  in  cultivation  since  the  last  settlement  has  been 
50  3  per  cent.,  and  the  loading  men  of  the  circle  themselves  fully 
admit  that  these  rates  will  be  easily  paid,  provided,  and  the  proviso  is 
most  important,  that  proportional  remissions  are  invariably  given 
when  the  submerged  area  in  any  village  exceeds  ten  per  cent,  of  its 
cultivated  an<l  fallow  area  as  now  recorded.  On  this  point  I  am  strongly 
of  opinion  that  such  a  condition  should  be  entered  in  the  administra- 
tion papers  of  all  villages,  which  are  liable  to  submersion ;  it  will, 
I  consider,  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  villages  and 
the  working  of  the  settlement,  that  Government  should  consent  to  this 
condition.  Improvident  proprietary  communities  of  Meos  will  not, 
however  low  ah  assessment  may  be,  save  the  produce  of  good  years  to 
meet  the  failure  of  future  harvests  :  when  any  considerable  part  of 
their  lands  is  submerged,  their  loss  comprising  owners'  and  cultivators' 
profit  far  exceeds  the  mere  amount  of  revenue  which  may  be  remitted 
by  Government.  They  often  have  to  sell  the  cattle  which  they  will 
again  require,  and  are  forced  to  borrow  money  from  the  village  bankers 
at  exorbitant  ratea  of  interest.  During  the  past  settlement,  the  large 
extension  of  cultivation  has  propped  up  these  villages,  notwithstanding 
their  having  often  failed  to  obtain  remissions  for  submerged  lands, 
but  the  limits  of  this  extension  are  now  quite  or  nearly  reached. 
Without  some  such  provision  there  can  be  no  security  for  the  prosperity 
of  these  estates,  as  tney  will  have  no  recognized  claim  to  the  remissions, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  given. 

As  to  my  proposed  assessment  (treating  the  canal  irrigating  lands 
as  Dahri  forthe  comparison)  being  only  one-seventh  instead  of  one-sixth 
the  estimated  value  of  the  gross  produce,  1  must  here  again,  as  in  Taoru, 
plead  the  character  of  the  people  and  the  largo  percentage  of  increase 
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which  even  these  rates  yield  as  justifying  me  in  not  claiming  far 
Government  its  full  share.  *  •  • 

33.    Section  217- — Chak  Bangar  comprises  105  villages  with 
Rates  proposed  for  Chak    a  total  area  of  101,481  acres  in  the  east  of  the 
B*ngar'  tahsil,  and  except  in  some  estates  in  the  north- 

east ( too  few  to  be  formed  into  a  separate  circle)  which  adjoin  and 
resemble  Chak  Budher  of  Palwal,  is  similar  in  its  characteristics  to  the 
neighbouring  Chaks  Bangar  of  Palwal  and  Punahdna  of  Firozpur.  Like 
them  it  chieHy  consists  of  one  large  plain  of  good  consistent  loam  ;  the 
soils  being  thus  classified,  Chiknot  2  9  per  cent.,  Narmot  76  09  per  cent , 
Magda  12  37  per  cent.,  Bhur  864  per  cent.  The  well  irrigated  area 
is  small  being  less  than  5  per  cent.,  and  of  this  only  32  per  cent,  was 
actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement ;  the  assessment  being 
light  and  the  unirrigated  produce  good,  the  people  do  not  care  to  work 
their  wells  unless  under  the  pressure  of  unfavorable  seasons.  The 
average  depth  of  water  is  greatest  in  the  south-east  and  east  of  the  circle, 
and  diminishes  towards  the  north  and  west :  the  greatest  depth  is  67 
feet,  the  least  15  feet,  the  average  of  the  circle  being  •  48  feet.  937  per 
cent,  of  the  laos  are  on  packfi,  and  6*3  percent,  on  katcha  wells,  506  per 
cent,  on  wells  of  sweet,  367  per  cent,  of  brackish,  and  12  7  per  cent, 
of  salt  water.    8  3  per  cent,  of  well-lands  are  entered  as  Chiknot,  73*3. 

?er  cent,  as  Narmot,  12  per  cent,  as  Magda  and  6  4  per  cent,  as  Bhur. 
he  produce  statement  shows  151  per  cent,  of  the  irrigated  lands 
cropped  with  wheat,  and  72  7  per  cent,  with  barley.  Of  the  few  acres 
shown  as  naturally  irrigated,  17  acres  of  Narmot  are  flooded  from 
the  canal  works  and  will  be  treated  as  Barani,  the  other  lands  are  merely 
flooded  by  water  from  the  higher  lands  around ;  they  are  an  inferior 
Dahar. 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands  2  6  per  cent,  are  Chiknot,  76"2  per  cent. 
Narmot,  124  percent.  Magda,  and  8  8  per  cent.  Bhur.  Of  these  the 
Chiknot  and  Narmot  are  good  average  soils,  resembling  those  in  Palwal 
and  Punahdna.  As  to  the  Magda,  an  analysis  of  my  notes  show  that 
37  per  cent,  of  it  is  somewhat  inferior,  and  the  Bhur,  which  is  chiefly 
found  either  in  the  few  estates  in  the  north,  previously  mentioned,  or 
adjoining  the  rocky  hillocks  which  form  a  broken  line  across  the  circle 
from  north  to  south,  is  generally  inferior,  80  per  cent,  being  classed  in 
my  notes  either  as  bad  or  inferior  average. 

The  character  of  the  unirrigated  staple  follows  that  of  prevailing 
soils  :  thus  the  distinctive  crops  of  the  stronger  lands,  jowar  31  3  per 
cent.,  barley  and  gram  14  3  per  cent.,  cotton  10  9  per  cent,  gram  10 
per  cent,  and  barley  5  3  per  cent.,  aggregate  71*8,  against  bajra  23*8. 
per  cent,  and  autumn  pulses  3  9  per  cent.,  aggregating  27  7  per  cent. 
These  percentages  may  be  contrasted  with  those  in  Chak  Taoru. 

The  rates  sanctioned  by  Government  for  Chak  Bangar  in  Palwal 
are,  ChahiRs.  2-12-0,  Dahri  Rs.  2-0-0,  Chiknot  and  Narmot  Re.  1-6-0, 
Magda  Re.  1-2-0,  Bhur  Re.  0-14-0  ;  and  those  proposed  by  me  in 
Puoahana  are,  Chahi  Rs.  2-8-0,  Dahri  Rs.  2-2-0,  Chiknot  and  Narmot 
Re.  1-4-0,  Magda  Re.  1-1-0  and  Bhur  Re.  0-14-0  •  assessing  lately 
abandoned  as  Bhur  and  applying  these  rates  to  this  circle,  I  find  thai 
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the  Palwal  rates  would  give  an  assessment  of  Rs.  1,22,889,  or  an 
increase  of  458  percent.,  and  the  Fi'rozpur  rates  Rs.  1,12,783,  or  33  9 
per  cent,  increase  ;  the  extension  of  cultivation  has  been  39  per  cent,  in 
addition  to  an  increase  of  2,GG9  acres  in  well  irrigation.  The  estimated 
value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce  as  calculated  in  Form  D  is  Rs. 
1,33,914  or  59  per  cent,  over  the  present  jama. 

The  following  table  contains  a  comparison  of  the  three  circles 
viewed  in  different  aspects 


rerceniage  01 

i^uak.  uangar  laiwai. 

tuuK  i  una  nana. 

Chak  Ban  gar 
Nuh. 

Chiknot 

3 

ii 

29 

Narmot 

81 

69 

76(>9 

Magda 

11 

14 

12  37 

Bhur 

5 

6 

864 

Manured  ... 

13 

425 

654 

Irrigated 

10 

8 

497 

Culturable  waste 

9 

323 

654 

Average  depth  to  water 

48 

36 

480 

Percentage  of  well  lands  ac- 

tually   irrigated  in  year  of 

measurement 

552 

20-3 

32- 17 

Do.    loas  on  packa  wells 

735 

92-8 

9:57 

Do.    do.  on  sweet  wells  ... 

661 

66 

60  6 

Do.    do.  on  brackish  wells  ... 

H'6 

323 

367 

Do.  do.   on  salt  do 

ltf-4 

108 

127 

Percentage  of  produce  of  1st 

13 

dam. 

105 

10-75 

Do.     do.   2nd  do. 

47 

605 

41  25 

Do     do.  3rd  do. 

36 

37 

44 

Do.     do.  4  th  do. 

4 

2 

4 

Hate  of  existing  assessment 

per  acre  cultivated  and  fallow 

 :  :  

1-0-5 

0-14-10 

0-15-0 

To  this  I  must  add  that  while  Chak  Bangar  in  Palwal  was  mainly 
in  the  hands  of  Jats,  and  Chak  Punahana  in  those  of  Moos,  in  this  circle 
Mt*os  own  51  villages  with  36,064  acres,  and  shares  in  four  other  estates, 
and  Jiits  26  villages  with  40,383  acres  and  shares  in  four  others,  so  that 
as  to  its  proprietary  this  circle  occupies  an  intermediate  position,  less 
fortunate  than  Palwal  but  more  so  than  Punahana.  After  considering 
the  result  of  the  comparison,  the  rates  which  I  propose  are  for  well 
irrigated  and  unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  intermediate  between  those 
submitted  for  the  Palwal  and  Firozpur  circles;  the  rate  for  Magda  I 
have  fixed  at  Re.  1-1-0  in  consequence  of  the  37  per  cent,  inferior  of  the 
class,  and  for  Bhur  at  Re.  0-12-0,  as  being  as  above  stated  generally 
inferior.  The  Dahri  rate  too  is  low  in  accordance  with  the  character  of 
the  natural  irrigation. 

My  rates  then  are  — 

Chahi    2  10  0 

Dahri    1  12  0 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  15  0 

„  Magda   110 

Bhur    0  12  0 

Fallow   0  12  0 
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These  result  in  an  assessment  of  Rs.  1,16,495  or  an  increase  of  38  4 
per  cent.  *  *  *  *  # 

•  •••#* 

35.    Section  218.— No  rate   has  been  fixed  for  culturable  waste, 

which  is  less  than  six  per  cent,  of  the  assessable 


area :  the  pala  shrub  {Zisyphus  Nummularia) 
grows  luxuriantly  in  the  Taoru  circle  but  is  mainly  used  for  fodder, 
comparatively  little  being  sold  :  its  produce  may  be  estimated  as  worth 
about  Re.  0-5-0  per  acre  ;  but  if  allowed  to  grow  strongly  in  cultivated 
lands  it  diminishes  the  yield  of  the  sown  crops  ;  where  advisable  addi- 
tions will  be  made  to  the  assessments  of  such  villages  as  enjoy  especial 
advantages  from  their  culturable  or  unculturable  lands. 

♦  •  •  •  • 

Section  219. — In  reviewing  this  report,  the  Commissioner,  Colonel 

Davies,  proposed  the  following  reductions  of  the 
Orders  on  this  report.       proposed  rates,  to  aU  of  which  I  assented 

Rs.  A.  P.         Rs.  A.  P. 

Taoru  Circle.    Rate  on  bhur  from  ...010  0  to  090 

Dahar  Circle.    Rate  on  dahri  from  ...   2    2  0  to  2    0  0 

Rate  on  Chiknot  and  Narmot  from    ...180  to  166 

Rate  on  bhur  from         ...  ...   0  12  0  to  0  10  6 

Bangar  Circle.    Rate  on  Chiknot  and 

Narmot  from             ...  ...    1    5  0  to  14  0 

Rate  on  bhur  from          ...  ...   0  12  0  to  0  10  6 

Subject  to  these  modifications,  and  also  to  the  exclusion  of  fallow 
land,  the  assessment  of  which  was  held  to  be  undesirable,  unless  where  it 
was  clearly  shown  that  land  had  been  purposely  left  fallow  to  escape 
assessment,  or  where  the  fallow  was  of  more  than  ordinary  amount, 
my  proposals  were  sanctioned.  The  orders  were  contained  in  letters 
from  Settlement  Secretary  to  the  Financial  Commissioner,  to  Secretary 
to  Government,  No.  b'89  S  of  10th  July  1876,  and  Secretary  to  Govern- 
ment's reply,  No.  1356  of  21st  November  1876.  On  the  subject  of  my 
proposal  for  the  insertion  of  a  clause  regarding  remission  of  revenue  in 
the  administration  papers  of  all  villages  liable  to  inundation,  the  Finan- 
cial Commissioner  recorded  his  opinion  that  the  entry  should  provide, 
that  in  all  cases  in  which  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  area  of  the  cul- 
tivated and  fallow  land  of  the  village,  as  now  recorded,  has  been  sub- 
merged, remissions  may  be  granted  on  account  of  the  excess  over  such 
ten  per  cent,  which  has  been  submerged. 

Sect  ion  220.— In  my  letter  No.  146  of  11th  May  1877,  I  urged 
_    ...        that  the  remission  given,  when  the  submerged 
liab?etlebmela?UftgC9   area  exceeded  the  ten  per  cent,  limit,  should  be 

proportionate  to  the  whole  cultivated  and  fallow 
area  submerged,  and  this,  and  also  my  proposal  to  extend  the  rule 
to  similar  villages  in  Gurgaon  and  Firozpur,  were  sanctioned  in  letters 
from  Secretary  to  Government,  Nos,  797  of  16th  July  1S77  and  181  of 
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13th  February  1878.  The  first  of  these  letters  also  sanctioned  my 
proposal  to  exclude  portions  of  seven  *  villages  situated  round  the 
Kotila  jhil  from  the  operation  of  fixed  assessments.  I  wrote —  "Some 
of  these  villages  are,  at  present,  wretchedly  poor,  owing  to  the  long  sub- 
mersion of  their  lands,  and  I  feel  confident  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
induce  them  to  engage  for  a  jama,  fairly  calculated  on  their  whole  lands, 
even  if  the  conditions  as  to  remission  proposed  in  my  first  paragraph 
be  sanctioned.  The  best  method  of  dealing  with  these  villages  will  fee, 
to  adopt  a  plan  somewhat  similar  to  that  sanctioned  for  the  Najafgarh 
jhil  lands.  I  propose  to  mark  off  the  j  hi  1  lands  of  these  villages,  and  after 
assessing  their  remaining  areas  in  the  usual  way,  to  fix  a  rate  per  acre 
to  be  paid  for  such  of  the  jhil  lands  as  shall,  on  measurement,  be  found 
cultivated  each  year.  Annual  measurements  will,  in  any  case,  have  to 
be  made  in  these  villages,  in  order  to  determine  the  area  submerged,  and 
this  plan  will,  I  think,  satisfy  the  villages  and  yield  the  greatest  revenue 
to  Government.  Another  difficulty  which  will  be  thus  met  by  the 
villages  paying  only  for  their  cultivation  is,  that  after  a  long  period  of 
submersion,  the  impoverished  owners  may  not  be  able  to  at  once  make 
arrangements  for  the  cultivation  of  their  whole  lands.  Subject  to  further 
enquiries,  I  should  fix  the  rate  to  be  paid  for  the  cultivation  of  the  jhfl. 
lands  at  Rs.  2  per  acre.  They  are  inferior  in  position  and  quality  to 
those  of  the  Najafgarh  jhfl." 

Detailed  Assessment  of  Section  221.— The  rates  sanctioned  for  this 

Chak  Taoru.  circle  were  — 

Rs.  A  P. 

Ch&hi       ...  ...  ...  2    8  0 

Dahri   1  12  0 

Unirrigaied. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...   1    2  0 

Magda  ...         ...  0  14  0 

Bhur  ...  ...   0    9  0 

Four  villages  of  this  circle  were  subsequently  transferred  to  Rewari, 
but  are  included  in  the  figures  here  given.  The  existing  demand  was 
Rs.  33,598  :  the  demand  at  the  sanctioned  rates  came  to  Rs.  42,391,  of 
which  the  circle  rates  on  the  four  villages  above  mentioned  give  Rs.  2,602. 
My  assessments  after  deducting  Rs.  21G,  reduced  by  the  Commissioner 
on  appeal,  amount  to  Rs.  41,396,  the  four  villager  transferred  to  Rewari 
took  away  Rs.  2,408  revenue,  and  Rs.  115  was  remitted  on  maafi  plots, 
leaving  Rs.  38,873  as  the  amount  entered  in  Statement  E.  From  this 
again  deduct  Rs.  310  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases 


•  IhkM  Auk. 


Ma  ham  mad  par.  Nuh. 
Kotila. 

Meoli. 
Ak  hairs. 


Tahrtl  Fxrotpw. 


Mnlthan. 
Jalitpur. 
Kbanpur. 
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and  Rs.  1,413  assigned  injagir.  The  immediate  kh&Isa  demand  i» 
therefore  Rs.  37,150. 

Detailed  assessments  of  Sect  ion  222.— The  sanctioned  rates  for  this 
Chak  Bangar.  circle  were — 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi       ...  ...  ...   2  10  0 

Dahri       ...   1  12  0 

Unirrigated. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...    1    4  0 

Magda     ...  ...  ...  110 

Bhur       ...  ...  ...    0  10  6 

The  assessment  at  these  rates  amounted  to  Rs.  1,06,7G1  in  the 
whole  circle,  including  the  seven  villages  subsequently  transferred  to 
the  Flrozpur  tahsil.  This  was  an  increase  of  32  per  cent  over  the 
existing  demand  of  Rs.  84,160,  and  as  in  other  circles,  where  the 
increase  was  large,  I  did  not  find  myself  able  to  assess  fully  up  to  rates. 
My  detailed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.  10,828 ;  of  this  Rs.  7  were  after- 
wards reduced  for  land  taken  up  in  two  villages  (Qablab  5,  and  Bagada 
Pahari  2),  and  Rs.  3,653  must  be  allowed  for  villages  transferred  to  tahsil 
Firozpur,  leaving  Rs.  1,04,768  as  entered  in  Statement  E.  From  this 
deduct  Rs.  30  remitted  on  account  of  gardens  and  Rs.  249  is  temporarily 
remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases.  The  immediate  khalsa 
demand  is  therefore  Rs.  1,04,489. 

Detailed  assessments  of  Section  223. — The  rates  sanctioned  for 
chak  Dinar.  this  circle  were— 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi       ...  ...  ...   2    8  0 

Dahri       ...  ...  ...  2    0  0 

Unirrigated. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...   1    6  6 

Magda      ...  ...  ...   1    4  0 

Bhur       ...  ...  ...   0  10  6 

These  rates  applied  to  the  whole  circle,  including  the  two  villages 
subsequently  transferred  to  Gurgaon,  and  the  eight  villages  transferred 
to  Firozpur,  gave  a  fixed  assessment  of  Rs.  1,31,015,  and  Rs.  6,457 
being  deducted  for  villages  transferred  to  Gurgaon  and  Firozpur,  there 
remain  Rs.  1 ,24,558.  From  this  sum  I  exclude  the  assessment  at  the 
Dahri  rate  of  Rs.  2  per  acre  of  the  4,422  acres,  made  subject  to  fluctuating 
assessment  in  the  villages  of  Muhammadpur,  Nuh,  Kotila,  Meoli, 
Akhaira,  and  Jalalpur  Nuh.  In  the  former  demand  of  Rs.  1,01,193 
these  lands  were,  of  course,  included.  In  framing  my  detailed  assess- 
ments, I  found  that  I  should  have  acted  more  wisely,  if  I  had  divided 
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this  circle  into  two  ;  in  the  northern  half  of  the  circle  I  was  easily  able, 
in  most  villages,  to  assess  over  rates.  But,  to  the  south,  I  found  that 
I  was  generally  obliged  to  reduce  my  rates  ;  the  former  assessments 
were  lighter,  and  the  land  was  not  so  good.  My  detailed  fixed  assess- 
ments amount,  after  deducting  Rs.  258  reduced  by  the  Commissioner 
on  appeal,  to  Rs.  1,20,297  ;  of  this  Rs.  4,932  must  be  allowed  for  48 
villages  transferred  to  Firozpur  with  a  jam4  of  Rs  4,377,and  two  villages 
to  Gurgaon  assessed  at  Rs.  555  — -36  rupees  remitted  on  gardens  and  Rs.  18 
assessed  in  maafi  plots,  must  also  be  deducted ;  the  total  deductions  therefore 
axe  Rs.  4,986,  leaving  Rs.  1,15,311,  the  amount  entered  in  Statement  E.  Of 
this  again  Rs.  63  is  remit  ted  on  account  of  gardens  not  allowed  for  in  State- 
ment E,  and  Rs.  5  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective 
leases.    The  fixed  immediate  khdlsa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  1,15,243. 

The  lands,  excluded  from  fixed  assessment,  have  engaged  to  pay 
revenue  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  2  per  annum  plus  cesses  for  each  acre  culti- 
vated. These  lands  are  rarely  available  for  cultivation  in  the  kharif, 
but  the  cultivation  should  be  inspected  each  harvest ;  the  revenue  is, 
however,  made  payable  in  the  rabi,  and  land  cropped  at  both  harvests 
will  only  pay  once. 

According  to  a  statement  supplied  to  me,  the  villages  have  paid 
under  this  system  as  follows :— 


1877- 

78. 

1878- 

79. 

Rs. 

A. 

Rs. 

A. 

Meoli       ...  ... 

1,148 

14 

1,080 

0 

Muhammadpur 

680 

9 

536 

0 

Kotila 

1,623 

9 

1,182 

0 

Akhaira  ... 

4,302 

1 

4,175 

0 

Jalalpur  ... 

322 

0 

244 

0 

Total 

..  8,077 

1 

7,217 

0 

These  sums  are  far  in  excess  of  what  may  be  expected  in  years  of 
an  average  amount  of  rain-fall. 

The  other  two  villages  assessed  on  this  system  have  been  noticed 
in  circle  Chiknot  of  Firozpur. 

The  system  is,  1  believe,  very  popular. 


Tahsil  Gurgaon. 
Extract  from,  the  Assessment  report. 


2.    Section  224. — There  are  two  low  ranges  of  hills  in  the  tahsfl  ; 

Physical  characteristics  i    the  0De'  commencing  some  three  miles  north  of 
hills,  streams,  jhils,  Sic         the  southern  border  of  the  tahsfl,  forms  the  east- 
ern boundary  of  the  district,  and  runs  on  into 
Delhi,  the  other  entering  the  tahsil  forms  the  adjoining  sub-division  of 
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Nuh,  stretches  in  a  northerly  direction  as  far  as  Bhundsi  where  it  is 
only  three  miles  distant  from  the  other  range,  and  then  turns  to  the 
west  throwing  out  a  couple  of  spurs  to  the  north. 

The  hills  are  connected  with  the  Aravalli  range. 

There  is  no  stream  of  permanent  flow  in  the  tahsfl. 

The  chief  torrents  are  the  Badshahpur  Nallah,  which  brings  down, 
through  a  pass  in  the  eastern  range,  the  drainage  of  part  of  the  Ballabgarh 
tahsfl  and  falls  into  the  Najafgarh  jhil ;  the  Indori  from  Alwar  which, 
after  flooding  the  low  lands  in  the  south-west  of  the  tahsfl,  joins  the 
Sahibi  in  Pataudi ;  and  the  Sahibi,  which  rising  in  the  state  of  Jaipur 
flows  through  the  west  of  the  tahsfl,  and  after  passing  through  parts 
of  the  Robtaic  and  Delhi  districts  falls  into  the  Najafgarh  jhil,  the 
southern  end  of  which  is  situated  in  this  district. 

Configuration  of  coontry  3.  Section  225.— To  the  north-east  of  the 
and  division  into  aaeoasment  tahsfl  is  a  tract  of  Magda  or  light  loam,  sloping 
circIes-  downwards  from  the  eastern  range  of  hills  to 

the  lower  lands  on  the  west  (Chak  Gurgaon  ). 

2.  West  of  this  and  on  the  northern  border  of  the  tahsfl  are  a 
few  villages  surrounding  the  Najafgarh  jhu  (  Chak  Najafgarh  jhfl). 

3.  Lying  partly  between  and  partly  to  the  south  of  the  two 
former  circles  is  a  tract,  low-lying,  and  in  heavy  rains  more  or  less  flood- 
ed by  the  Badshahpur  Nallah,  and  the  drainage  of  Chak  Gurgaon  (Chak 
adjoining  Dahar  ). 

4.  To  the  south  of  this  and  occupying  the  centre  of  the  tahsfl  is  a 
tract  of  very  light  Magda,  and  fair  and  geuerally  level  Bhur,  with  wells 
of  an  average  depth  of  4C  feet  ( Chak  Sihi). 

5.  To  the  south  of  this  is  a  tract  of  better  Magda  ( light  loam 
with  wells  of  an  average  depth  of  59  feet  (  Chak  Kasan.  ) 

6.  To  the  south  of  this  is  a  low-lying  tract  characterised  by  hillocks 
of  inferior  Bhur,  and  low  lands  flooded  by  the  Indori  and  Sahibi  (Chak 
Bahora). 

7.  West  of  Chak  Najafgarh  jhfl,  Sihi  and  Kasan  is  a  tract  of 
high  hillocks  of  Bhur  between  which  are  lower  lands,  often  somewhat 
salt,  which  receive  the  drainage  of  the  hillocks  :  water  is  near  the  sur- 
face :  many  ot  the  wells  are  salt,  and  salt  is  largely  manufactured  by 
evaporation  (  Chak  Farrakhnagar). 

8.  To  the  west  of  this  the  Sahibi  flows  through  a  tract  of  low- 
lying  clay  with  a  little  high  inferior  Bhur  (Chak  Sahibi). 

9.  Under  both  ranges  of  hills,  there  are  certain  villages,  generally 

those  which  are  enclosed  by  the  hills  on  more  than  one  side,  which  are  • 
characterised  by  the  prevalence  of  a  hard,  gritty,  sandy  soil,  largely  cut 
up  by  water  courses,  and  in  most  cases  by  the  great  depths  of  the  wells; 
these  have  been  thrown  into  a  circle  lying  to  the  south  of  Chaks  Gurgaon 
and  Sihi,  and  stretching  across  the  valley  between  the  two  hills  at 
Bhundsi  (Chak  Hill). 

10.  To  the  south  of  this  is  a  valley  between  the  two  ranges  of 
hills  with  fair  and  level  Bhur  under  the  eastern  range,  inferior  Bhur 
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immediately  under  the  western  range,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  valley 
and  in  some  places  nearly  approaching  the  western  range,  light  loam 
or  Magda  of  good  quality  (Chak  Sohna). 

11.  While  to  the  south-east  of  the  tahsfl  is  a  tract  of  hillocks 
of  inferior  Bhur,  and  low  lands  flooded  by  streams  from  the  Gurgaon 
and  Delhi  hills  (Chak  Silani).  ' 

A  more  detailed  description  of  each  of  these  circles  will  be  found 
further  on  in  the  report. 

4.   Section  226.— The  irrigation  works  under  the  management 

of  the  Canal  Department,  which  are  situated  in 
wor  *  this  tahsU 

The  G6alpahanband. 
The  Jhundsarai  band. 
The  Bargujar  band. 
The  Jharsa  band. 
The  Garni  Harsaru  band. 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 


6. 
7. 
8. 


The  Bihari  band  in  Sohna. 
The  Raisina  band. 
A  very  small  portion  of  the 
Najafgarh  jhil  drainage  canal  is 
situated  in  this  district. 


From  these  works  there  were  irrigated  in  the  kharif  of  1873  69  70 
acres,  and  in  the  rabi  of  1874  979*75  acres,  being  a  total  in  the  two 
seasons  of  1,049'45  acres.  The  rains  of  1873  were  unusually  heavy,  and 
hence  these  figures  may  be  taken  as  showing  the  full  irrigation  power 
of  the  works. 

5.   Section  227. — Of  the  241  villages  now  constituting  the  tahsfl,  34 
Fiscal  history.   Former    were  addetl  to  the  district  after  the  mutiny;  seven 


of  tahsiU  were  transferred  from  Delhi,  four  before  1846 
and  three  in  1863,  and  the  remaining  200  were  at  last  settlement  com- 
prised in  the  pargauahs  of  Jharsa,  Sohna  and  Bahora.  The  following 
table  shows  their  distribution  among  the  circles  : — 


Assessment  Circle. 

Jharsa 

Sohna 
village*. 

Bahora 
Tillages. 

Delhi 
villages. 

Villages 
annexed 
after  mu- 
tiny. 

Total. 

Najafgarh  jtafl  ... 

8 

... 

4 

■M 

12 

Adjoining  Dinar 
Onrgaoa 

9 

••• 

... 

• 

9 

42 

... 

••• 

••• 

•  ■• 

•42 

Sihi 

18 

6 

... 

... 

... 

•23 

Hill 

10 

12 

... 

••• 

..  | 

22 

Sohna 

... 

26 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

26 

Sailani 

Farrukhnagar  ... 

um 

27 

... 

... 

•  •• 

27 

13 

... 

... 

2 

13 

J  28 

Sahibi 

..• 

... 

... 

••• 

17 

17 

Kasan 

... 

8 

8 

1 

•  •• 

12 

Bahora 

... 

•  •• 

19 

4 

•25 

Total 

100 

78 

23 

7 

34 

241 

•  Two  estates  afterwards  united  into  one. 

%  Two  estates  afterwards  united  into  one,  and  one  estate  transferred  to  Boot**. 
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Q.  Section  228.— The  original  parganah  of  Jharsa  or  Badshahpur, 

after  having  been  for  nearly  sixty  years  in  the 
j  Fiscal  history.  Parganah    possession  of  fche  Sombre,  lapsed  in  1836, 

and  was  summarily  settled  by  Mr.  C.  Gubbins. 
This  settlement  was  afterwards  revised  by  the  present  Lord  Lawrence, 
but,  owing  to  his  transfer,  was  reported  by  Mr.  C.  Gubbins  in  1839,  and 
finally,  the  papers  having  been  returned  for  corrections,  by  Mr.  Barnes 
in  1840.  The  parganah  as  summarily  settled  by  Mr.  Gubbins  contained 
78  villages.  It  appears  from  his  report,  that,  until  the  last  two  years 
before  the  lapse,  collections  had  been  always  made  by  the  Begam's  agent 
on  a  yearly  estimate  of  the  produce  In  the  famine  year  of  1241  fasli 
(A.  D.  1833-34),  this  was  not  found  a  profitable  method  of  collection, 
and  was  commuted  to  a  demand  fixed  for  three  years,  which,  being 
harshly  exacted  during  the  following  years  of  scarcity,  led  to  the 
desertion  of  many  villages.  Mr.  Lawrence  in  his  report  states  that 
when  the  villages  were  assessed  annually,  the  actual  demand  was 
seldom  restricted  to  the  amount  fixed,  if  more  could  be  collected,  and, 
during  the  latter  years  of  the  Begam's  life,  the  parganah  was  pretty 
much  at  the  mercy  of  her  agent,  who  seldom  failed  to  reap  a  plentiful 
harvest.  On  lapsing  the  parganah  was  generally  impoverished,  and  the 
villages  and  their  inhabitants  bore  all  the  appearance  of  bad  manage- 
ment. 

The  average  collections  during  the  last  ten  years  of  the  Begam's 
management  had  been  Rs.  66,858,  and  the  assessment  made  by  Mr. 
Gubbins  in  183G  amounted  to  Rs.  70,610. 

This  settlement  was  immediately  succeeded  by  that  of  Mr. 
Lawrence.  The  parganah  as  settled  by  him  consisted  of  101  villages ; 
of  these,  78  with  6  new  estates  since  formed  were  those  settled  by  Mr. 
Gubbins,  12  had  been  transferred  from  the  neighbouring  parganahs  of 
Sohna,  Pali,  Pakal  and  Najafgarh,  and  five  villages  were  in  jagir.  Mr. 
Lawrence's  settlement  dealt  with  96  villages,  of  which  three  have  since 
been  transferred  to  Delhi ;  in  the  remaining  93  the  existing  assessment 
was  Rs.  78,090,  which  he  decreased  to  Rs.  77,873.  The  jagir  villages 
increased  to  six  by  partition  of  an  estate  lapsed  in  1848  and  were 
settled  by  Mr.  Routh  at  Rs.  8,9  !)8,  raising  the  Government  demand  to 
Rs.  86,871,  to  which  must  be  added  Rs.  664  for  lands  reclaimed  from 
Najafgarh  jhfl,  and  formed  into  a  separate  village  in  1860,  making  a 
total  of  100  estates  assessed  at  Rs  87,535.  The  present  revenue 
demand  is  Rs.  85,836,  being  a  decrease  of  Rs.  1,699,  of  which  Rs.  908 
was  remitted  from  deterioration  and  over-assessment,  the  rest  from 
ordinary  causes  such  as  land  being  taken  up  for  public  purposes. 

7.    Section  229. — Parganah  Sohna  first  came  into  British  possession 

in  1803.  After  having  been  entrusted  for  short 
SohlJa?1  hiBt0r7'  Parganah    periods  to  the  state  of  Bhartpur  and  Rao  Tej 

Singh  of  Rewari,  it  was  about  1808  settled  by 
Mr.  Fraser.  In  1842  Mr.  Barnes  wrote—"  It  is  impossible  to  carry  on 
any  connected  history  of  the  fiscal  changes  which  have  taken  place  in 
the  parganah.  There  have  been  no  series  of  settlement  to  mark  by 
regular  steps  the  advancement  or  retrogression  of  the  revenue.  More- 
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over,  the  parganah  in  its  present  shape  has  received  so  large  an  addition 
to  its  area  and  jama,  that  any  reference  to  its  revenue  before  these 
changes  were  effected  would  scarcely  be  intelligible.  The  jama  of  the 
parganah  tor  the  year  preceding  settlement  was  Rs.  1,33,261.  Tho 
average  collections  of  the  past  17  and  10  years  amount,  respectively,  to 
Rs.  1,13,908  and  Ra.  1,18,357  :  with  the  exception  of  Palwal,  Sohna  was, 
undoubtedly  the  heaviest  assessed  parganah  in  a  district  where  no  assess- 
ment was  moderate,  and  the  condition  of  the  people  proportionally  des- 
titute. I  have  the  authority  of  Mr.  C.  Gubbins  in  stating  that  in  February 
1839,  when  he  joined  as  Collector,  there  were  no  less  than  47  villages  in 

this  parganah  either  entirely  or 
nearly  deserted.  The  number  •  of 
instances  in  which  recourse  has  been 
had  within  the  last  few  years  to 
the    heaviest  punishment  in  the 


Ksta'es. 

•  Sale  and  forfeiture  of  Biswa 

12 

Transfer  of  Malguzari 

19 

power  of  tho  authorities  to  inflict  for  desertions  and  non-payment  of 
revenue  must  be  regarded  as  a  proof  of  over-assessment.  The  penalty 
of  sale  was  seldom  resorted  to,  for  the  reason  that  no  purchaser  could 
be  found  to  risk  his  capital. " 

This  over-assessment  of  the  parganah  had,  as  Mr.  Barnes  showed, 
caused  in  eight  years  a  decrease  in  the  cultivated  area  of  nearly  27 
per  cent.  He  therefore  reduced  tho  assessment  of  the  169  villages 
then  contained  in  the  parganah  from  Rs.  1,33,261  to  Rs.  1,01,135,  being 
a  decrease  of  11£  per  cent,  on  the  collections  of  seventeen  years,  of  14£ 
per  cent,  on  the  collections  of  the  last  ten  years,  and  of  24  per  cent,  on 
the  former  Government  demand.  In  the  78  villages  now  attached  to 
this  tahsfl,  Mr.  Barnes  reduced  the  assessment  from  Rs.  61,098  to 
Rs.  47,103  or  23  percent.  The  present  demand  is  Rs.  46,942,  being  a 
decrease  of  Rs.  161  due  to  ordinary  causes. 

8.    Section  230. — "Parganah  Bahora  was  originally  granted  in  1803 
Fiscal  history.    Parganah    by  the  British  Government  to  the  Bhartpur 
Bahora.  Chief  and  was  resumed  in  IbOo  with  other 

grants.  It  was  first  farmed  to  Rao  Ram  Bakhsh,  brother  of  Rao 
Jai  Singh,  the  Istamrardar  of  Rewari.  It  was  assessed  in  1216  fasti 
(A.  D.  1808)  by  Mr.  W.  Fraser  at  a  very  moderate  jama  averaging  not 
more  than  Rs.  12,000  for  three  years.  In  the  second  settlement,  how- 
ever, the  revenue  was  raised  more  than  50  per  cent,  for  the  Hrst  year 
and  nearly  100  for  the  second.  The  consequence  was  that  15  of  26 
villages  which  then  composed  the  Khalisa  portion  of  the  parganah  wero 
leased  to  farmers.  This  assessment  was  realized  with  considerable  punc- 
tuality, but  in  that  which  succeeded,  the  jama  was  further  raised  to 
Rs.  32,424  or  nearly  50  per  cent,  on  the  past  assessment  which  had 
been  enhanced  so  suddenly.  All  the  villages,  except  five,  were  given 
to  farmers,  some  of  whom,  being  men  of  property,  made  good  their 
engagements.  However,  the  parganah  from  this  period  generally  fell 
into  balances,  and  the  assessment  was  reduced  for  an  interval ;  but  it  did 
no  good,  being  immediately  raised.  Every  year  balances  occurred,  till  at 
last  the  parganah  was  brought  under  Kham  management  though 
nominally  assessed.   In  1825  Mr.  Cavendish  revised  the  assessment,  and 
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reduced  it  to  Rs.  24,310,  at  which  it  has  with  trifling  variation  ever 
since  remained  ;  for  though  the  leases  were  only  granted  for  five  years, 
on  their  expiration  it  was  continued  to  be  paid  till  1240,  when  Mr. 
Bacon  assessed  the  parganah  for  ten  years  at  a  trifling  increase.  From 
the  period  of  Mr.  Cavendish's  assessment,  the  parganah,  which  was  then 
much  impoverished  and  half  deserted,  has  steadily  improved,  and  the 
people  are  now,  perhaps,  more  affluent  than  those  of  any  other  part  of 
the  district. "  So  wrote  Mr.  Lawrence  in  1838.  The  average  demand 
for  the  last  thirty  years  had  been  Rs.  25,953,  the  average  collections 
Rs.  23,397,  the  existing  assessment  on  the  Khalisa  villages  was 
Rs.  24,892,  which  Mr.  Lawrence  raised  to  Rs.  27,676  or  about  ten  per 
cent.  The  parganah  then  comprised  33  villages,  three  of  which  were  in 
ja^ir.  Two  of  these  latter  were  assessed  by  Mr.  Lawrence  at  Rs.  2,708, 
raising  the  total  demand  to  Rs.  30,384,  while  the  third  was  assessed  by 
Mr.  Routh  in  1848  at  Rs.  2,523,  raising  the  total  demand  to  Rs  32,912. 
Of  these  33  villages  22  are  now  included  in  this  tahsfl.  Including  the 
village  assessed  by  Mr.  Routh,  their  jamas  as  fixed  at  settlement 
amounted  to  Rs.  26,339.  The  present  assessment  is  Rs.  25,908,  being  a 
decrease  of  Rs.  431,  mainly  due  to  deterioration  of  lands  by  sand 
deposits  from  the  Indori  stream. 

9.  Sect  ion  231. — Of  the  34  villages  annexed  after  the  mut:ny,  27  were 
Fiscal  history  New  ter    °^      parganah  of  Badli,  which  had  been  part 
rilory.      mHrJ'     W    "    of  the  state  of  Jhajjar,  three  had  been  held  by 

the  Nawab  of  Farrukhnagar,  and  four  had 
belonged  to  the  King  of  Delhi's  tahsfl,  Kot  Kfoim. 

The  B*dli  villages  were  on  the  confiscation  of  the  Jhajjar  state 
summarily  assessed  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  of 
Rohtak,  who  reduced  the  demand  from  Rs.  36.333,  at  which  it  stood 
under  the  Nawdb,  to  Rs.  27,746 ;  subsequently  measurements  were 
commenced  and  completed  in  1863 ;  and  the  assessments  revised  in  1864 
by  Major  Cripps,  Deputy  Commissioner  Gurgaon  (the  village  having 
been  transferred  in  1860),  who  further  reduced  the  demand  to  Rs.  26,720. 
The  present  demand  is  Rs.  26,713. 

•  •  #  • 

11.   Section  232. — I  extract  the  following  remarks  by  Mr.  Fraser, 
Working  of  Settlement   Collector  of  Gurgaon,  from  the  Statistical 
before  mutiny.  Account  of  Gurgaon  published  in  1849  :  Par- 

ganah  Jharsa. — "I  discover  one  sale  and  two 
transfers  for  arrears  of  revenue,  since  the  revision  of  settlement,  and, 
considering  the  number  of  villages  in  the  parganah  and  the  seasons 
with  which  they  have  since  settlement  had  to  contend,  I  believe  that 
this  will  be  deemed  to  afford  a  satisfactory  proof  that  the  settlement 
was  conducted  on  principles  favorable  and  easy  to  the  people." 

Parganah  Sokna.—"  Since  the  revision  of  the  settlement  took 
place  I  do  not  observe  that  a  single  change  of  property  produced  by  our 
demand  has  taken  place,  and  this  fact  is,  I  hope,  sufficient  to  prove 
that  the  settlement  has  worked  well  since  its  conclusion." 
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Parganah  Bahora. — "That  the  settlement  has  worked  well  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fact  of  there  having  occurred,  since  its  conclusion, 
no  changes  of  property,  and  that  the  revenue  has  generally  been 
collected  with  ease  to  the  people.  " 

•  •  •  • 

15.  Section  233. —From  Appendices  III  f  and  IV  f  it  appears  that 
...    .     .  .  in  the  sixteen  years  from  1859  to  1874,  the  total 

section  o  toe  revenue.    Wa||oes  ^0^^  to  Rs.  74,516,  and  the  total 

remissions  to  Rs.  37,095,  being  an  average  percentage  on  the  annual 
assessment  of  2  3  of  balance,  and  1*1  of  remissions.  During  the  early 
part  of  this  period  the  newly  annexed  villages  had  not  been  regularly 
assessed,  and  the  scarcity  of  1860-61  unfavorably  affected  the  collection. 
If  the  first  five  years  be  excluded,  it  will  be  found  that  during  the  last 
eleven  years  the  total  balances  have  been  Rs.  20,689,  and  the  remissions 
Rs.  11,690,  of  which  Rs.  13,034  and  R».  10r825  respectively  have  occur- 
red in  the  villages  surrounding  the  Najafgarh  jhikthus  in  the  other  ten 
circles  the  balances  during  the  last  eleven  years  have  been  only 
Rs.  7,655  and  the  remissions  Rs.  865  or  0  4  and  0  04  per  cent,  respectively, 
on  the  annual  jama. 

In  no  case  has  it  been  found  necessary  to  attach  or  sell  land  in 
order  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  revenue,  and  only  in  eleven 
instances  have  goods  even  been  attached,  and  in  one  case  a  headman 
taken  into  custody. 

It  is  evident  that  the  revenue  has  been  collected  with  ease  and 
punctuality. 

16.  Section  234.—  *»#•«* 

Constitution  of  agricul- 
tural population. 


The  proprietary  tribes  may  be  thus  classified— 


1 

Good  agricul- 
turists. 

1 

Fair  agricul- 
turists. 

Inferior  agri- 
culturists. 

Tribes  which 
do  not  in 
this  tahsll 

usually, 
themselves, 
cultivate. 

Number  of  villages  owned  in 
whole  or  in  part 

Jata 
Ahirs 

Carpenters 
135 

Gdjars 
M 

Rajputs 
Brahmins 
Tag  as 
Biluches 
Pat  bin  a 
Garbas. 

81 

Banias. 

Sheikha. 
Kayaths. 
Government 

24 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  tahsil  is  fairly,  but  from  the  acreage 
owned  by  Rajputs  not  especially,  fortunate  in  its  proprietary.  Agaris 
are  salt  makers  and,  though  industrious,  pay  more  attention  to  their 
salt  pans  than  to  their  fields.  Garhas  are  a  branch  of  Sheikhs,  and 
Tagas  of  Brahmins.  The  Brahmins  of  Gur?aon  are  inferior  to  those  of 
Palwal  as  agriculturists.  The  characteristic  of  the  other  tribes  are  well 
known,  and  they  do  not  appear  to  require  further  notice. 


t  Not  now  given. 
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18.    Section  235. — No  new  marts  have  come  into  existence  in  this 

tahsil  since  last  settlement,  and.  although  the 

Increase  in  the  resources     ,     ,        *;     "       ,  ,  '        '  "  ,      t>  c 

of  the  tahsil.  trade    of   Farrukhnagar  has   of  late  years 

•  largely  increased,  it  is  mainly  confined  to  the 
traffic  in  salt.  There  is  no  great  centre  of  agricultural  dealings ; 
besides  Farrukhnagar,  Bahora,  Badshahpur  and  Sohna,  are  the  only 
towns  within  the  tahsil,  and  are  all  small  and  unimportant.  The  East 
Indian  Railway  has  brought  the  whole  district  into  more  direct  and  easy 
communication  with  the  markets  of  the  North-West  Provinces,  and 
the  Rajputana  ( State  )  Railway  opened  in  1873  traverses  the  tahsil 
This  Railway,  while  benefiting  the  country  generally,  has,  by  supplant- 
ing their  carts,  diminished  the  resources  of  not  a  few  Ahir  villages 
situated  on  the  road  between  Delhi  and  Rewan.  The  main 
the  increase  in  the  resources  of  the  tahsil  will  be  found  in  the  rise  of 
prices,  in  the  increase  of  population,  and  in  the  extension  of  cultivation. 
•  •  •  • 

24.    Section    236. — The  rates  adopted  at   last  settlement 
Rates  of  last  settlement. 


Jharsa.  * 


Soil. 

t 

Well -irrigated. 

D&har. 

Barani. 

Ba.  A.  P. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Nnrmot 

•  •• 

3  0  0 

1    12  0 

10  0 

Mngria 

•*i 

•  •• 

••• 

2  8  0 

18  0 

0     9  0 

Bhur  . 

•  ■* 

•  •• 

... 

2  4  0 

1     8  0 

0     7  0 

Sohna. 
BUI  villages. 

Well-irrigated 

Bhur  ...  ... 

Valley  villages. 

Well-irrigated  ... 

D&har          ...  ... 

Narmot        ...  ... 

Magda 

Bhur           ...  ... 


Bahora. 


Well-irrigated 

Diihar 

Bhur 


Rs.  A.  P. 
2   4  0  per  acre. 

M 


0  13  0 


3 
2 
1 
1 

0 


4 

3 


8 
2 
9 
0 
13 


0 
3 


0  per  acre. 
0 
0 
0 
0 


»» 
» 

N 
M 


0  14 


0  per  acre. 

3 

5 


•  From  their  result*  apparently  per  bigha. 
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The  rates  adopted  in  the  settlement  of  the  Badli  villages  were 
stated  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  in  his  No.  103  of  1864  to  be  those 
of  the  Jharsa  parganah.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  rates  on  the  different 
soils  differ  considerably  in  the  various  parganahs.  If  Rs.  2-12-0  for 
Chahi  be  assumed  as  a  starting-point,  the  proportional  relations 
deduced  from  the  rents  in  para.  22  *  would  give— 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi  ...         ...      2  12  0 

Dahri  ...  ...       2  16 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...       12  7 
Magda  ...  ...       0  15  6 

Bhur  ...  ...       0  11  7 

25.   Section  237.— Chak  Bahora  comprises  23  t  villages  with  an 

Chak  Bahora.  ttrea  °^  26,409  acres  situated  in  the  south- 

western portion  of  the  tahsfl.    The  general 
appearance  of  the  circle  is  that  of  high  lands  inferior  and  sandy,  with 
here  and  there  lower  lands,  benefited  by  natural  irrigation  and,  except 
where  sand  has  been  deposited  by  the  various  streams,  generally  of 
good  quality.    The  well  irrigation  of  this  circle  is  good  ;  water  is  near 
the  surface,  the  average  depth  to  water  being  only  19  feet:  95  per 
cent,  of  the  laos  are  sweet,  2  brackish  and  only  3  per  cent,  salt :  52  per 
cent,  of  the  Chahi  lands  are  manured ;  67  per  cent,  are  classed  as 
Magda,  16  per  cent,  as  Bhur,  and  17  per  cent,  as  Chiknot  and  Narmot. 
84  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  were  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of 
measurement.    The  staple  crops *grown  on  the  well  lands  is  barley  7G 
per  cent,  against  wheat  7*2  per  cent.    The  natural  irrigated  lands  aro 
nearly  25  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  and  fallow  of  the  circle ;  of  these, 
77  per  cent  are  flooded  by  streams,  which  bring  down  the  drainage  of 
the  high  country  and  the  range  of  hills  near  Taoru,  most  of  which  is 
concentrated  in  the  Indori  Nullah :  17  per  cent,  is  irrigated  by  the 
main  stream  of  the  Sahibi,  and  7  per  cent,  partly  by  a  detached  branch 
of  the  Sahibi  and  partly  by  a  small  stream  from  Alwar.    With  the 
exception  of  the  branch  of  the  Sahibi,  which  overflows  only  in  seasons 
of  more  than  ordinary  rain,  these  streams  are  fairly  regular  in  their 
flow,  but  their  beneficial  action,  and  especially  that  of  the  Indori,  is,  to 
some  extent,  counterbalanced  by  frequent  deposits  of  sand.    24  6  per 
cent,  of  the  Dahri  lands  are  classed  as  Chiknot  and  Narmot,  40  5  per 
cent,  as  Magda,  and  28  9  per  cent,  as  Bhur.    The  staple  crops  of  the 
naturally  irrigated  lands  are  wheat,  and  wheat  and  gram  which  occupy 
some  59  per  cent,  of  the  Dahri  area    Barley  is  less  cultivated,  forming 
only  some  23  per  cent,  of  the  produce. 

Of  the  Baram  soils  less  than  1  per  cent,  is  classed  as  Narmot,  57 
per  cent,  as  Magda,  and  42  per  cent,  as  Bhur.  The  Narmot  is  low-lying 
and  good' :  the  Magda  varies :  an  analysis  of  my  notes  shows  that  some 
18  per  cent,  of  it  is  very  fair,  36  per  cent,  average,  34  per  cent  inferior 
average  and  12  per  cent,  inferior.    The  Bhur  is  generally  high  lying  and 

*  Omitted  in  these  extracts. 

f  Beduced  to  22  by  union  of  two  estates  into  one. 
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rather  loose  and  inferior.  The  main  staples  grown  on  the  unirrigated 
soils  are,  bajra  57  4,  autumn  pulses  357,  barley  22,  jowar  2,  wheat 
11,  wheat  and  gram  0  8,  cotton  0  3  and  gram  0  3  per  cent. 

The  increase  in  resources  of  this  circle,  as  approximately  calculated 
in  para.  21,*  is  45*4  per  cent.,  the  increase  in  cultivation  having  been 
36 "4  per  cent.,  but  the  later  cultivated  area  is  most  probably  the  higher 
and  inferior  soils:  while  several  villages  have  been  injured  by  deposits 
of  sand.   The  rates  which  I  propose  for  sanction  are— 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi  Ml  •••  ••• 

3   0  0 

Dahri        ...                            1  14  0 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  18  0 

Magda       ...                            10  0 

Bhur         ...       ...       ...         0  10  0 

Fallow       ...       *i.       ...         0  10  0 

My  rate  for  Chdhi  is  high,  as  the  wells  are  sweet  and  in  general 
use,  the  soil  good,  and  water  near  the  surface.  The  Dahri  rate  is  6 
annas  below  that  proposed  in  Chak  Sailani  in  order  to  allow  for  the 
Bhur  deposits  of  the  Indori :  while  the  rates  on  dry  soils  are  fixed  with 
reference  to  their  several  characteristics  as  above  described.    *    •  * 

26.   Section  238. — Chak  Sihi  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the 
rh  ,      .  tahsfl  and  contains  23  *f*  villages  with  an  area 

of  19,419  acres.  It  is  a  very  sandy  tract,  63  4 
per  cent,  of  its  soils  being  Bhur,  rather  inferior,  generally  a  loose  and 
slightly  uneven  soil ;  36  5  per  cent,  a  very  light  Magda,  hardly  better 
than  Bhur,  and  only  01  per  cent.  Narmot.  The  well  irrigated  area  is 
12  per  cent.,  water  is  at  an  average  depth  of  46  feet.  All  the  wells  are 
of  masonry  and  of  sweet  water.  Of  the  well  lands  71  per  cent,  are 
Magda,  28  5  per  cent.  Bhur  and  0  5  per  cent.  Narmot.  76  per  cent,  of 
the  well  lands  were  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement.  The 
staple  produce  of  the  well  lands  is  barley  84*5  per  cent ;  wheat  is 
only  3  9  per  cent. 

The  25  acres  shown  as  Dahri  are  lands  flooded  by  the  drainage 
of  some  higher  grounds.  It  is  an  inferior  D6har,  hardly  worth  the 
name,  growing  kharif  crops.  Of  the  unirrigated  lands  68  per  cent,  are 
Bhur  and  32  per  cent.  Magda,  and  there  are  11  acres  of  Narmot 

Little  is  grown  on  the  dry  lands  except  bajra  and  autumn  pulses, 
the  returns  showing  50  3  and  41*5  per  cent  of  these  respectively. 
Barley  and  cotton  are  each  0  7  per  cent,  and  jowar  0  3,  and  gram  01 
per  cent 

The  increase  in  resources  of  this  circle,  as  calculated  in  para.  21, 
has  been  26  2  per  cent,  and  the  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce 
as  estimated  in  Form  Dis  Rs.  15,678,  or  18'4  percent,  over  the  existing 
assessment  of  Rs.  15,511.  My  rates  detailed  below  yield  an  assessment 

*  Not  given  in  theee  extracts. 

t  Boduced  to  22  by  anion  U  two  estate*  into  one. 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    153  ) 

•f  Rs.  15,511  or  an  increase  of  17*1  per  cent.  The  Magda  rate  is  very 
low,  because  most  of  the  lands  thus  classed  have  been  thus  entered  more 
to  distinguish  them  from  the  still  more  inferior  Bhur  than  from  any 
natural  claim  to  the  title :  the  Bhur,  although  not  so  bad  as  in  Chaks 
Hill,  Farrukhnagar  and  Sahibi,  Is,  as  above  noted,  inferior :  as  to  the 
Chahi  rate,  although  the  well-lands  are  sandy,  yet  the  water  is  sweet, 
and  the  wells  in  general  use. 

My  rates  are— 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi   2    8  0 

Dahri    18  0 

Narmot  ...       ...  12  0 

Magda    0  13  0 

Bhur  0  10  0 

Fallow  0  10  0 

•  *  *  # 

27.   Section  239.— Chak  Kasan  is  a  small  circle  of  12  villages 

Chak  Kn.sa.ri  an  area  °^  1^,379  acres,  lying  to  the  south 

of  Chak  Sihi.  The  prevailing  soil  is  Magda,  a 
little  superior  to  that  of  Chak  Sihi,  and  similar  to  that  of  the  adjoining 
Chak  Taoru  of  Nuh,  too  sandy  for  rabi  produce,  but  yielding  fair 
crops  of  bajra.  74  per  cent,  of  the  culturable  lands  are  thus  classed, 
the  other  26  per  cent,  being  Bhur  similar  to  that  of  Chak  Sibi.  There 
is  no  Narmot  and  no  natural  irrigation. 

The  well  irrigated  area  is  only  3  9  per  cent.,  the  depth  to  water 
in  nine  villages  of  the  circle  being  over  60  feet ;  the  average  of  the 
circle  is  59  feet.  Of  the  well-lands,  84  per  cent,  are  Magda  and  16 
per  cent.  Bhur.  68  per  cent,  were  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of 
measurement.  All  the  wells  are  sweet  and  of  masonry.  Barley  forms 
88  6  per  cent  of  the  irrigated  produce,  wheat  only  2  8  per  cent. 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands  73  6  per  cent,  are  Magda  and  26*4  per 
oent.  Bhur.  Bajra  and  pulses  form,  respectively,  527  and  44*1  per 
cent  of  the  unirrigated  produce,  while  jow&r  is  only  2  8  per  cent 

Cultivation  has  very  largely  increased  in  this  circle  since  last 
settlement,  the  increase  in  resources  as  estimated  in  para.  21  being  497 
per  cent,  and  the  rate  of  the  assessment  per  cultivated  acre  being  fallen 
from  Re.  0-15-1  to  Re.  0-10-3.  My  proposed  rate  for  Bhur  is  the  same 
as  in  Chak  Sihi,  that  for  Magda  a  little  higher  and  equal  to  that  in 
Chak  Taoru,  but  owing  to  the  great  depth  to  water  I  have  reduced 
my  Chahi  rate.   My  rates  then  are— 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi    2   4  0 

Magda    0  14  0 

Bhur    0  10  0 

Fallow    0  10  0 

•  *  •  • 
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28.   Section  240.— Chak  Sahibi  occupies  the  north-western  corner 
Chak  SAhibi.  °*  fcne  ^hsil  and  contains  17  villages  with  an 

area  of  18,019  acres.  It  is  characterized  by 
low  lands  mainly  consisting  Of  dark  hard  soil  flooded  in  heavy  rains  by 
the  Sahibi,  while  in  the  midst  of  these,  and  where  this  circle  joins 
Chak  Farrukhnagar,  are  high  inferior  sandy  soils.  27  per  cent,  of  the 
lands  are  Chiknot,  24  7  per  cent.  Narmot,  32  per  cent  Magda  and  163 
per  cent.  Bhur. 

As  in  tahsil  Rewari,  from  which  this  circle  is  separated  by  a 
narrow  strip  of  the  Rohtak  district,  the  well  springs  are  good  and  the 
area  irrigated  per  lao  larger  than  usual. 

The  well-irrigated  lands  are  over  29  percent,  of  the  cultivated  and 
fallow  area  ;  the  well  lands  too  are  good,    433  per  cent  being  Chiknot, 
307  per  cent.  Narmot,  221  per  cent  Magda  and  only  4  per  cent  Bhur, 
while  91  per  cent  of  them  were  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of 
measurement,  and  the  average  depth  to  water  is  only  14  feet.    But  all 
these  advantages  are  very  largely  counterbalanced  by  the  saltness  of 
the  wells,  39  per  cent  of  the  laos  being  salt  and  20  per  cent,  brackish, 
against  41  per  cent,  sweet :  and  this  disadvantage  is  rendered  still  greater 
by  the  goodness  of  the  soils,  it  being  notorious  that  light  soils  give  the 
best  returns  on  salt  and  brackish  wells.    Barley  forms  72  8  per  cent  of 
the  Chain  produce  and  wheat  17  2  per  cent. ;  99  per  cent,  of  the  laos  are 
on  pakka  wells.    The  area  shown  as  Ddhri  is  large,  being  2,875  acres  or 
23  3  per  cent.     But  of  this  only  30  per  cent,  is  flooded  in  ordinary 
years  by  the  Sahibi,  which  runs  through  the  circle  in  a  rather  deep 
narrow  channel :  the  other  70  per  cent  are  only  flooded  when  the  Sahibi 
comes  down  with  rather  greater  force  than  usual,  or  are  an  inferior 
Dahar  irrigated  merely  by  the  drainage  water  of  higher  lands  around. 
Of  the  Dahri  lands,  551  per  cent  are  Chiknot,  366  per  cent.  Narmot, 
8  per  cent.  Magda  and  0  3  per  cent.  Bhur.    Of  their  produce,  barley 
forms  317  per  cent.,  gram  28  per  cent,  jowar  26  7  per  cent,  and  wheat  67 
per  cent 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands  1*8  per  cent  are  Chiknot,  14  9  per  cent 
Narmot,  50  7  per  cent  Magda  and  32  6  per  cent.  Bhur. 

The  Chiknot  and  Narmot  whether  entered  as  Dahri  or  Barani  are 
very  productive  when  well  flooded  and  in  seasons  of  heavy  rain,  but 
give  only  scanty  returns  when  the  rains  are  at  all  deficient 

Of  the  Magda  about  half  is  good  and  low  lying,  and  half  high  and 
rather  inferior :  the  Bhur  is  almost  wholly  high  uneven  and  bad. 

The  staple  crops  on  the  dry  lands  are,  bajra  42  7  per  cent.,  autumn 
pulses  20  5  per  cent,  jowar  15  6  per  cent,  barley  8  3  per  cent.,  gram  71 
per  cent  and  wheat  2  6  per  cent 

The  jama  of  this  circle  in  the  Naw&b's  time  amounted  in  16 
villages  to  Rs.  19,729,  or  adding  the  summary  settlement  jama  of  the 
seventeenth  village  which  was  in  Istamrar  tenure  to  Rs.  20,679. 

The  assessment  fixed  by  Major  Cripps  was  Rs.  15,178,  falling  on 
the  cultivated  area  at  the  rate  of  Re.  1-7-3 :  the  increase  in  cultivation 
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since  that  settlement  has  been  155  percent,  and  in  well-irrigation  28*9 

Sir  cent,  50  new  wells  having  been  constructed :  the  large  increase  in  the 
ahri  area  is  due  to  increase  of  cultivation  and  a  different  classification. 
It  was  admitted  by  Major  Cripps  that  the  soils  had  been  carelessly 
classified. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  saltness  of  the  wells,  the  inferiority  of  70  per 
cent,  of  the  Dfihar,  the  badness  of  the  Bhur,  the  unproductiveness  of 
the  Chiknot  and  Narmot  in  seasons  of  at  all  deficient  rain,  and  the 
ownership  of  C  of  the  17  villages  by  Rajputs,  and  three  by  Biluches 
and  Sheikhs,  the  rates  which  1  propose  are — 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Ch£hi       ..  ••  ...    2    4  0 

Dahri        ..  ..  ...    1  10  0 

Barani  Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...    1    4  0 
„      Magda         ...  ...    1    1  0 

„      Bhur  ...    0    9  o 

„      Fallow        ...         ...   0   9  0 

*  •  •  *  * 

29.    Section  241. — Chak  Sail ani  is  situated  in  the  south-east  of  tho 
Chak  Saiiani.  tehsil  and  embraces  27  villages  with  a  total 

area  ot  19,794  acres.  It  consists  of  high  and 
low  lands  interspersed,  differing  much  in  their  value,  the  high  lands 
being  chiefly  inferior  Bhur,  while  the  low  lands  are  generally  Chiknot, 
Narmot  and  Magda  of  good  quality.  The  percentages  of  the  soils  are 
Chiknot  4  3,  Narmot  10,  Magda  467  and  Bhur  39. 

Water  is  near  the  surface,  being  at  an  average  depth  of  only  12  feet, 
but  notwithstanding  this  advantage  the  well-irrigated  area,  apparently 
in  consequence  of  the  brackishnesa  of  the  water,  is  only  G33  per  cent. 
All  the  wells  are  of  masonry,  48  5  per  cent  of  the  laos  are  on  sweet,  207 
per  cent  on  brackish,  and  30  8  per  cent  on  salt  wells.  Of  the  well  lands 
26  per  cent  are  Chiknot  and  Narmot,  54*9  per  cent  Magda,  and  19'1 
per  cent  Bhur.   55  9  per  cent  were  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of 

measurement 

•» 

Barley  is  the  staple  crop  on  the  wells,  being  75*9  per  cent  of  the 
produce,  against  wheat  9*9  per  cent  23  9  per  cent  of  the  circle  is  natur- 
ally irrigated,  being  flooded  partly  from  the  drainage  ofthe  eastern  slope 
of  the  neighbouring  hills  in  this  and  the  Ballabgarh  tahsil,  partly  from 
that  of  the  Sohna  valley  and  partly  from  the  high  lands  in  the  circle 
itself. 

4 

In  the  village  of  Sarmathla  in  the  north-east  of  the  circle  there  is 
a  small  jhil,  which  after  heavy  rains  often  remains  submerged  beyond 
the  season  of  sowing  for  the  rabi,  but  the  waters  that  flood  the  lands  of 
this  ciicle  generally  pass  on  into  the  still  lower  lands  of  tahsil  ^  uh.  Of 
the  Dahri  lands  14  9  per  cent  are  Chiknot,  19  5  per  cent  Narmot,  42  9 

Esr  cent  Magda,  and  227  per  cent.  Bhur.    The  staple  crops  on  the 
nds  are  barley  33  8  per  cent,  wheat  and  gram  25  7  per  cent,  wheat  21 
per  cent,  barley  and  gram  1*6  per  cent,  gram  0  7  per  cent. 
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Of  the  nnirrigated  lands,  0  2  per  cent  are  Chiknot,  57  per  cent 
Narmot,  47'3  per  cent  Magda,  and  46  8  per  cent  Bhur.  Of  these,  the 
Chiknot  and  Narmot  are  very  fair:  the  Magda  too  is  generally  good 
and  low  lying,  while  the  Bhur  is  high  and  interior;  the  small  percent- 
age of  Magda  which  is  inferior,  just  counterbalancing  the  similar  per- 
centage of  Bhur  which  is  good. 

The  staple  uu irrigated  crops  are,  b&jra  19*4  per  cent,  wheat  and  ^ 
gram  11  per  cent,  autumn  pulses  9  8  per  cent,  jowar  7  per  cent,  cotton 
7  per  cent,  barley  6  5  per  cent,  wheat  5  2  per  cent.,  gram  2  4  per  cent, 
and  barley  and  gram  1*2  per  cent  My  estimate  of  the  value  of  one- 
sixth  the  gross  produce  of  the  circle,  as  given  in  Form  1),  is  Rs.  21,535, 
and  the  ratas  which  I  propose  are  : — 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi  ..  ...   2  10  0 

Dahri   2   4  0 

Barani  Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...    1   8  0 

„      Magda       ...         ...   1   4  0 

„      Bhur         ...         ...    0  10  0 

„      Fallow       ...         ...   0  10  0 

The  assessment  yielded  by  these  is  Rs.  20,850,  being  an  increase  of 
71  per  cent,  against  an  increase  in  resources  as  calculated  in  para.  21  of 
82*4  per  cent  With  reference  to  this  comparison  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  high  lands  of  this  circle  are  very  inferior  to  the  lower  soils,  and 
it  is  the  former  that  will  have  been  brought  under  the  plough  since  the 
last  settlement 

My  Chahi  rate  is  low,  notwithstanding  the  nearness  of  water  to  the 
surface,  owing  to  the  large  percentage  of  wells  salt  and  brackish:  the 
Dahri  rate  is  the  same  as  that  sanctioned  by  Government  in  the  some- 
what similar  tract  of  Chak  Dahar  in  Palwal,  while  the  rates  on  Barani 
soils  have  been  fixed  with  reference  to  their  several  characteristics  as 
above  noted. 

•  •  •  •  •  » 

30.   Section  242.— Chak  Sohna,  which  is  the  valley  tract  lying 

between  the  two  rangeB  of  hills  which  open 
Chak  Sohna.  out  southwards  from  Bhundsi,  contains  26 

villages  with  a  total  area  of  29,749  acres. 
The  soils  near  the  hills  on  both  sides  are  generally  Bhur,  under  the 
western  range  partly  loose  or  cut  up  by  naJlahs,  but  under  the  eastern, 
generally  level,  and  of  somewhat  better  quality,  although  still  gritty 
and  inferior.  The  centre  of  the  valley  consists  of  Magda  somewhat 
inferior  near  the  Bhur,  which  slopes  down  to  it  from  the  eastern  hills, 
but  of  fair  quality  in  the  centre  and  west  of  the  circle.  There  is  a 
little  rather  inferior  Narmot.  The  percentage  of  the  Boils  are  Narmot 
4,  Magda  52,  and  Bhur  44, 
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'The  well  irrigated  area  is  8  7  per  cent  Water  la  at  an  average 
depth  of  only  21  feet,  and  81  per  cent  of  the  laos  are  on  sweet,  against 
15  per  cent,  on  brackish,  and  4  per  cent,  on  salt  wells.  57  per  cent,  of 
the  well  lands  were  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement :  6  per 
cent  of  them  are  Narmot,  77  per  cent.  Magda  and  17  per  cent.  Bhur. 

Barley  occupies  70  per  cent,  of  the  irrigated  lands,  and  wheat  13 
per  cent.,  96  per  cent,  of  the  l&os  are  on  pakka  wells.  4  9  per  cent,  of  the 
lands  are  D&hri ;  of  thene  202  acres  of  Magda  and  134  acres  of  Bhur  are 
irrigated  from  the  Ralsina  band ;  the  remaining  565  acres  are  lands 
flooded  by  the  various  small  nallahs  which  come  from  the  hills,  and 
drain  off  into  the  lower  grounds  of  Chak  Sailani  and  tahsQ  Nuh.  They 
ccay  be  treated  as  a  rather  inferior  JD&har. 

The  staple  crops  on  the  flooded  lands  are  wheat  31  per  cent.,  barley 
.17  per  cent.,  wheat  and  gram  15  2  per  cent.,  barley  and  gram  11'3  per 
cent,  and  gram  21  per  cent  The  band  irrigated  lands  I  shall  treat,  as 
in  other  tabsfls,  in  their  unirrigated  aspect,  my  proposal  being,  that  the 
Canal  Department  should  levy  an  owners'  rate  of  Re.  0-3-2  per  acre 
in  addition  to  the  present  rate  of  Re.  0-C-4  per  acre.  * 

Including  them,  3  3  per  cent,  of  the  dry  lands  are  Narmot,  49*9 
per  cent  Magda,  and  46  8  per  cent.  Bhur.  Of  these,  the  Narmot, 
as  stated  above,  is  rather  inferior,  and  an  analysis  of  my  notes  shows 
that  of  the  Magda  24  per  cent,  is  inferior  average,  47  per  cent  average 
and  29  per  cent  good.  While  of  the  Bhur  8  per  cent,  is  bad,  58  per  cent, 
inferior  average,  32  per  cent,  average  and  2  per  cent.  good. 

The  staple  unirrigated  crops  are  bajra  49  2  per  cent.,  barley  19  2 
per  cent,  autumn  pulses  142  per  cent,  barley  and  gram  5*3,  jo  war  43, 
cotton  3*5,  wheat  and  gram  2  3,  gram  0  9,  and  wheat  07  per  cent 

The  estimated  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce,  as  given  in 
Form  D,  is  Rs.  20,981,  and  the  rates  which  I  propose  are— 

Rb.  A.  P. 

Chahi    2    12  0 

Dahri    1    12  0 

Barani  Narmot  ...  1     3  0 
Magda 

Bhur      ...       ...  0    11  0 

Fallow    0   11  0 

These  yield  an  assessment  of  Rs.  19,453,  being  an  increase  of  37  9 

per  acre,  against  an  increase  in  resources,  as  calculated  in  para.  21,  of 

65  per  cent    As  compared  with  Chak  Bahora,  in  which  the  Chahi  rate 

was  Rs.  3-0-0,  the  percentages  of  salt  and  brackish  wells  are  somewhat 

larger,  and  the  wells  are  in  less  constant  use.    The  rates  on  the  Barani 

soils  have  been  fixed  with  reference  to  their  qualities  as  above 

described.   The  increase  yielded  by  these  rates  is  indeed  large,  but  the 

percentage  of  increase  in  resources  has  been  considerably  larger. 

- — —  >  , 

*  These  bands  hare  been  Bine*  guen  up. 
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I  am  not,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  circle  can  bear  an  increase 
at  all  approaching  that  which  would  be  deduced  from  the  increase  in 
resources. 


31.    Section  243.—  Chak  Hill  with  22  villages  has  a  total  area  of 
rh  /  Hin  40,344  acres,  but  of  these  21,098  acres  are 

uncultivated  waste.  Of  its  cultivated  lands,  65 
per  cent,  are  Bhur,  generally  an  inferior  gritty  soil,  sloping  down  from 
the  hills,  and  cut  up  b}T  nallahs,  33  per  cent,  are  Magda,  also  mainly 
inferior,  and  2  per  cent,  is  Narmot  similar  to  that  in  Chak  Sohna. 

The  well  irrigated  area  is  only  4*4  per  cent.,  as,  owing  to  the  great 
depth  at  which  water  is  found  near  the  hills,  13  of  the  22  estates  are  des- 
titute of  irrigation  wells.  The  average  depth  to  water  in  the  remaining 
9  villages  is  44  feet,  11  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  are  Narmot,  56  per 
cent.  Magda  and  33  per  cent.  Bhur.  66  per  cent,  were  actually  irrigated 
in  the  year  of  measurement.  All  the  wells  are  of  masonry  ;  87  per  cent, 
of  the  laosare  on  sweet,  12  on  brackish,  and  only  1  per  cent,  on  salt 
wells.  Barley  forms  73  5  per  cent,  of  the  irrigated  produce,  and  wheat 
11  2  per  cent.  Of  the  630  acres  shown  as  D&hri,  15  acres  of  Magda  and 
66  acres  of  Bhur  are  irrigated  from  the  Gualpahari  and  Bargujar 
bands,  and  will  be  as  elsewhere  treated  as  unirrigated.  The  rest  of 
the  Dahar  resembles  that  of  Chak  Sohna. 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands,  68  9  per  cent,  are  Bhur,  and  31  per  cent. 
Magda  of  the  descriptions  above  noted.  There  are  a  few  acres  of 
Narmot  similar  to  that  in  Chak  Sohna.  The  staple  crops  are  bajra 
69  3  per  cent.,  autumn  pulses  20  6  per  cent.,  barley  44  per  cent,  gram 
0  6  per  cent. 

Cultivation  has  largely  extended  since  the  last  settlement,  the 
increase  in  resources,  as  calculated  in  para.  21,  having  been  52  4  per 
cent,  but  here  again  some  of  the  lands  which  are  under  cultivation  are 
very  inferior,  and  these  were  naturally  the  last  to  come  under  plough. 

My  rates  have  been  fixed  with  reference  to  the  characteristics  of 
the  circle  as  above  given,  but  1  have  thrown  my  Bhur  rate  an  anna 
above  what  I  should  otherwise  have  proposed,  to  allow  for  the  income 
obtained  by  most  of  the  villages  of  this  circle  from  grazing  cattle 
and  goats  in  their  unculturable  waste. 


My  rates  are— 


Rs.  A.  P. 


Chain   

Dahri        ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1  12  0 

Unirrigated  Narmot    1    3  0 

Magda     ...    0  14  0 

Bhur    0  10  0 

Fallow    ...  0  10  0 
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These  yield  an  assessment  of  Rs.  13,095,  to  which  should  be  added 
Rs.  141,  the  present  jama  of  an  estate  consisting  of  hill  only,  the  total 
being  Rs.  13,236  or  23  5  per  cent,  over  the  existing  jama,  Rs.  10,718. 
*  •  •  •  •  • 

32.   Section  244,— Chak  Gurgaon  occupies  the  north-eastern 

_  part  of  the  tahsil,  and  comprises  42  *  villages 

Chak  Gurgaon.  ^  &  ^  ^  Qf  ^  ^  ^  the 

hills  which  separate  it  on  the  east  from  the  Delhi  district,  the  land  is 
high,  and  thence  there  is  a  gradual  slope  downwards  to  the  west. 
83  5  per  cent,  of  the  lands  are  classed  as  Magda,  11  per  cent,  as  Bhur, 
5  3  per  cent,  as  Narmot,  and  0  2  per  cent,  as  Chiknot.  These  soils 
are  of  much  the  same  quality  as  those  in  Chak  Sohna,  the  Magda 
improving  as  the  distance  from  the  hill  increases.  The  well  irrigated 
area  is  slightly  larger  than  in  Chak  Sohna,  being  ten  per  cent. ;  and  so 
also  are  the  percentages  of*  the  well  lands  classed  as  Narmot  and  Magda, 
being  11  and  84  per  cent,  respectively,  while  only  5  per  cent,  are 
Bhur.  80  per  cent,  too  of  the  well  lands  were  actually  irrigated  during 
the  year  of  measurement.  88  per  cent,  of  the  laos  are  on  sweet  wells, 
10  per  cent,  on  brackish,  and  2  per  cent,  on  salt  wells.  Near  the  hills 
the  depth  to  water  is  considerable  and  14  village's  are  destitute  of 
irrigation  ;  the  average  depth  to  water  in  the  remaining  28  villag  s  is 
27  feet,  or  somewhat  in  excess  of  tho  average  depth  in  Chak  Sohna.  90 
per  cent,  of  the  laos  are  on  pakka  wells.  Barley  is  65  2  per  cent,  of  tho 
well  produce  and  wheat  13  per  cent. 

Of  the  1,158  acres  shown  as  Dahri  107  acres  of  Narmot,  273  acres 
of  Magda  and  31  acres  of  Bhur  are  irrigated  from  the  Oualpahari 
and  Jharsa  bands.  These,  as  elsewhere,  I  propose  to  assess  at  dry  rates, 
leaving  the  Canal  Department  to  take  an  owners'  rate  of  Re.  0-3-2  in 
addition  to  the  present  rate  of  Re.  0-6-4  per  acre.f  The  remaining 
747  acres  are  mainly  lands  flooded  by  the  Badshahpur  Nallah,  and 
other  streams  from  the  hills  to  the  east  and  south  as  they  pass  down 
towards  the  Najafgarh  jhfl.  They  may  be  treated  as  an  inferior 
Dahar  similar  to  that  of  Chak  Sohna. 

Of  the  unirrigated  including  the  band  lands,  4*1  per  cent,  are 
Narmot,  847  per  cent.  Magda,  and  112  per  cent.  Bhur.  The  staple 
crops  are,  bajra  59*1  per  cent.,  gram  121  per  cent.,  autumn  puLses  9  3 
per  cent.,  jowar  7  2  per  cent.,  barley  4  9  per  cent,  barley  and  gram  3  5  per 
cent.,  cotton  2  4  per  cent.,  wheat  0'7  per  cent.,  and  wheat  and  gram  0  2 
per  cent. 

Applying  the  same  rates  as  in  Chak  Sohna,  I  propose  an  assess- 
ment of  Rs.  36,115,  to  which  may  be  added  Rs.  285,  the  jama  of  a 
waste  village  which  the  owners,  who  hold  the  adjoining  estate  of  Gurgaon, 
have  turned  into  a  grazing  ground,  making  a  total  of  Rs.  36,400, 
being  an  increase  on  the  present  assessment  of  2  2  per  cent.,  the  increase 
in  resources  as  calculated  in  para.  21  having  been  5  9  per  cent ,  and  the 
estimated  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce  beiug  Rs.  42,485.    *  * 

#  Reduced  to  41  by  union  of  two  estates, 
t  Thcie  bands  hare  been  since  given  up. 
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33.   Section  $45.— Chak  Farrukhnagar  contains  28  •  villages,  and 

_  .  _  41,989  acres.  It  is  a  very  inferior  tract  charao- 

Chak  FarrokhnagT.  by  high  uDeyen  ^  ^ 

lar  to  that  in  Chak  Sahibi,  60  7  per  cent.;  and  a  very  light  sandy  Magda 
34*5  per  cent;  Narmot  is  only  4*4  per  cent.,  and  Chiknot  0*4  per  cent. 
The  well-irrigated  area  is  13*16  percent.,  in  this  circle  as  in  all  the  western 
part  of  the  tahsil  the  wellsprings  being  more  abundant  than  those  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  tahsil  and  in  Nuh,  Palwal  and  Firozpur.  65  per  cent 
of  the  laos  are  on  sweet,  and  19  and  16  per  cent,  on  brackish  and  salt 
wells  respectively,  but  the  soils  being  light  the  saltness  of  the  water 
is  not  so  unfavorable  to  the  produce  as  in  Chak  Sahibi :  of  the  well 
lands  611  per  cent  are  Magda  and  341  per  cent.  Bhur,  only  4*8  per 
cent,  being  Chiknot  or  Narmot.  89  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  were 
actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement  Barley  forms  72  9  per 
cent  of  the  irrigated  produce,  and  wheat  9  6  per  cent. ;  all  the  wells  are 
of  masonry. 

The  1,171  acres  shown  as  naturally  irrigated  are  low  lands  flooded 
partly  by  water  from  the  hills  on  the  south  and  partly  by  the  drainage 
of  the  hillocks  around.  Owing  to  the  soils  being  often  rather  salt,  the 
Dahar,  although  varying  in  value  in  different  villages,  must  be  treated  as 
rather  inferior. 

Of  the  Dahri  lands,  93  per  cent,  are  Chiknot,  67' 5  per  cent.  Narmot, 
21*8  per  cent  Magda,  and  only  14  per  cent.  Bhur.  Barley  forms  85  S 
per  cent  of  their  produce,  wheat  216  per  cent.,  wheat  and  gram  8*9 
per  cent,  jowar  77  per  cent.  A  little  sugarcane  is  occasionally  grown 
in  one  village. 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands,  889  acres  or  15  per  cent  are  Narmot, 
which,  being  low  lying  and  to  some  extent  benefited  by  the  drainage 
of  the  higher  lands,  may  therefore,  although  in  places  rather  salt,  be 
considered  to  be  of  fair  quality.  The  Magda  30  8  per  cent  and  Bhur 
677  per  cent,  are  both,  as  mentioned  above,  generally  inferior :  bajra  is 
grown  on  55  3  per  cent  of  the  unirrigated  lands,  and  autumn  pulses 
on  325  per  cent,  while  barley  is  only  47 per  cent,  jowar  3*4  percent, 
gram  1*6  per  cent,  barley  and  gram  1*8  per  cent,  wheat,  and  wheat  and 
gram  1  per  cent,  and  cotton  only  01  per  cent  of  the  unirrigated 
produce.  My  estimate  of  the  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce  is 
Rs.  31,370. 


My  proposed  rates 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chabi   2  12  0 

Dahri   1  12  0 

Barani,  Chiknot  and  Narmot  16  0 
„    Magda  0  14  0 

„    Bhur   0   9  0 

Fallow  ..090 


•  Bed  need  to  26  by  union  of  two  estates  ana  transfer  of  another. 
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These  yield  an  assessment  of  Rs.  31,141,  being  an  increase  of  8  8 
per  cent.,  against  an  increase  of  resources  as  calculated  in  para.  21  of 
14  9  per  cent  *  *  * 

34.  Section  246. — Chak  adjoining  Dfihar  is  a  small  circle  of  nino 
Chak  ad'oinin  Dahar  villages  with  a  total  area  of  9,898  acres,  so 
joining  ar.  ^{q^  because  it  adjoins  the  Najafgarh  jhfl 
circle.  It  consists  of  a  low-lying  tract  separated  by  a  ridge  of  small 
hilla  from  the  higher  lands  to  the  south,  and  forming  a  sort  of  continua- 
tion of  the  better  villages  of  Chak  Gurgaon  on  the  east.  The  B&dsh&hpur 
Nall&h  traverses  it  on  its  way  to  the  jhfl,  and,  although  only  a  small 
area  is  of  a  character  to  be  classed  as  Dahri,  yet  the  greater  part  of  the 
lands  of  the  circle  are  benefited  by  the  drainage  of  the  higher  country 
on  the  south  and  east,  by  the  moisture  of  its  soil  resulting  from  its 
situation,  and  by  occasional  heavy  floods  from  the  Badshahpur  stream. 
Of  its  soils  07  per  cent,  are  Chiknot,  1 14  per  cent  Narmot,  66  5  per 
cent  Magda,  and  214  per  cent.  Bhur. 

The  wells  in  parts  of  circle  are  salt,  and  the  area  irrigated  from 
wells  is  rather  small,  being  under  8  per  cent.  49  per  cent  of  the  irrigated 
laos  are  on  sweet,  33  per  cent  on  brackish,  and  18  per  cent,  on  salt  wells. 
Only  3  per  cent,  of  the  laos  are  on  katcha,  the  remaining  97  per  cent, 
on  masonry  wells ;  70  per  cent  of  the  well  lands  were  actually  irrigated 
in  the  year  of  measurement.  9'5  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  are  Narmot, 
79'5  per  cent.  Magda,  and  11  per  cent.  Bhur.  Barley  forms  64  5  per 
cent  of  the  well  crops,  and  wheat  216  per  cent.  The  average  depth 
to  water  is  only  13  per  cent 

The  847  acres  shown  as  Dahri  grow  62  8  percent,  of  wheat,  13*6  per 
cent,  of  barley,  7"5  per  cent  of  wh  at  and  gram,  4  per  cent  of  gram,  and 
3  per  cent,  of  jowar.  6*5  per  cent,  are  Chiknot,  32  9  per  cent.  Narmot,  57'3 
per  cent.  Magda,  and  only  3*3  percent.  Bhur.  These  lands  are  always 
flooded  in  ordinary  seasons,  and  may  be  treated  as  a  fair  average  Dithar. 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands,  Narmot  forms  8  6  per  cent,  Magda  66*5 
percent,  and  Bhur  249  per  cent  Of  these  the  Bhur  varies  in  quality, 
but  may  be  classed  on  the  whole  as  of  average  quality,  while  the  Nanuot 
and  Magda  are  both  good,  low-lying  and  benefited  by  drainage  of  the 
higher  lands.  Bajra  is  35  5  per  cent,  of  the  produce,  wheat  16  2  per  cent., 
barley  13*5  percent,  jowar  9  4per  cent  , gram  7'6  per  cent,  autumn  pulses 
7'4  per  cent,  wheat  and  gram  61  per  cent.,  barley  and  gram  2  3  per  cent, 
and  cotton  15  per  cent  The  jama  of  the  last  settlement  fell  at  the  rate 
of  Re.1-12-3  per  cultivated  acre,  a  rate  which  would  now  yield  Rs.  13,293, 
but  some  of  the  villages  of  this  circle  are,  in  my  opinion,  over  assessed, 
and  the  construction  of  bands  on  the  upper  course  of  the  Badshahpur 
Nallah,  as  well  as  the  gradual  deepening  of  its  bed,  has,  to  some  extent, 
diminished  the  advantages  derived  by  these  villages  from  its  flood 
waters,  while  one  large  estate  has  suffered  from  the  construction  of  a 
band,  which  formerly  spread  the  waters  of  a  nallah  over  its  lands 
being  now  forbidden  as  endangering  the  new  Railway.  *  Under 

*  I  subsequently  ascertained  tbat  this  was  a  mistake,  and  that  tho  Railway  authorities  do 
not  object  to  the  band  in  Harsaru  (Letter  from  Executive  Engineer  No.  l»oMat  June  1877). 
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these  circumstances  I  have  to  propose  an  assessment  of  Rs.  10,552,  being 
a  decrease  of  5  3  per  cent,  on  the  existing  jama,  Rs.  11,137. 
My  rates  are— 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chain  ...  ...    2  12  0 

Dahri  ...  ...    2    4  0 

Barani  Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...    1    8  0 
Magda  ...  ...    1    4  0 

Bhur  0  12  0 

Fallow  ...  ...    0  12  0 

In  fixing  the  Ch&hi  rate,  regard  has  been  paid  on  the  one  hand  to 
the  nearness  of  water  to  the  surface,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  the 
percentages  of  salt  and  brackish  wells,  and  the  other  rates  correspond 
to  the  qualities  of  the  various  descriptions  of  soils  as  above  described. 
»  •  *  *  • 

35.   Section  247. — Chak  Najafgarh  jhfl  contains  12  villages  with 
Chak  Na'af  arh  hH         a  total  area  of  14,242  acres  lying  around  the 
a    aja  g    j  southern  end  of  the  Najafgarh  jhfl.    Of  its 

soils  the  Bhur  (20  per  cent.  )  is  mainly  found  where  this  circle  adjoins 
Chak  Farrukhnagar,  and  is,  as  in  that  circle,  high,  uneven  and  bad  ; 
some  25  per  cent,  of  the  Bhur  is  however  of  good  quality :  while  the 
Magda  (36'6  per  cent.),  the  Narmot  (23-l  per  cent.  )  and  the  Chiknot 
(20  3  per  cent.  )  are  all  good  boils,  the  last  two  being  mainly  lands 
flooded  from  the  jhfl.  Owing  to  the  abundance  of  natural  irrigation 
and  the  saltness  of  the  springs,  the  well  irrigated  area,  notwithstand- 
ing the  nearness  of  water  to  the  surface,  is  under  3  per  cent.  Of  the 
irrigation  laos,  C5  per  cent,  are  on  sweet,  20  per  cent,  on  brackish 
and  15  per  cent,  on  Rait  wells.  All  the  wells  are  of  masonry.  53*3 
per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  are  Magda,  337  per  cent.  Bhur,  10  5  per 
cent.  Narmot,  and  2  5  per  cent.  Chiknot.  60  per  cent,  were  actually 
irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement. 

Barley  is  as  usual  the  staple  well  crop,  being  69*6  per  cent, 
against  wheat  13  9  per  cent.  The  rate  which  with  reference  to  the 
foregoing  considerations  I  propose  is  Rs.  3  per  acre. 

Of  the  Barani  lands  0  8  per  cent,  are  Chiknot  and  13  2  per  cent 
Narmot,  both  good,  low  lying,  generally  by  moist  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
jhfl,  and  occasionally  benefited  by  floods.  53'2  per  cent  is  Magda,  also  good 
these  soils  resemble  those  ot  Chak  adjoining  Dahar  and  may  be  assessed 
at  the  same  rates,  the  remaining  32  8  per  cent,  are  Bhur,  of  which,  as 
above  noted,  three-quarters  is  bad,  similar  to  that  of  Farrukhnagar,  which 
I  have  proposed  to  assess  at  Re.  0-9-0,  but  one-quarter  being  of  fair 
quality  worth  about  Re.  0-14-0,  my  rate  for  the  Bhur  in  this  circle  is 
Re.  0-10-0.  Bajra  forms  42  3  per  cent,  of  the  Bar&ni  produce,  barley  211 
per  cent.,  wheat  12  per  cent.,  jowar  7'7  per  cent.,  autumn  pulses  0  per 
cent.,  wheat  and  gram  3  8  per  cent.,  c-tton  3'4  per  cent,  and  gram  14 
per  cent. 

But  the  especial  feature  of  this  circle  is  the  irrigation  from  the 
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jhtt.  6,042  acres  are  shown  in  the  statements  as  Dahri.  Of  these  36  4 
per  cent,  are  Chiknot,  315  per  cent.  Narmot,  23  per  cent.  Magda,  91 
per  cent.  Bhur.  The  great  bulk  of  these  lands  are  flooded  by  the  jhil 
waters,  and  the  small  remaining  portion  is  irrigated  by  drainage  from 
the  higher  tracts  around.  Of  the  crops  grown  on  the  Dahri  landa  in  the 
year  of  measurement,  wheat  formed  406  percent,  barley  169  per  cent., 
melons  112  per  cent,  jowar  8  6  par  cent,  sugarcane  5'8  per  cent., 
cotton  3  per  cent,  barley  and  gram  2  6  per  cent,  wheat  and  gram  2 
per  cent  and  gram  0  7  per  cent. 

As  I  lately  submitted  a  separate  report  on  the  subject  of  these 
villages  with  reference  to  proposed  drainage  works,  I  extract  from  it 
the  following  remarks : — 

u  In  this  district  there  are  twelve  villages  which  are  wholly  or 
partly  liable  to  inundation  from  the  jhil ;  in  five  of  these  villages  the 
lands  lie  beyond  all  risk  of  excessive  inundation,  except,  perhaps,  in 
seasons  of  most  unusually  heavy  rains,  and  the  owners  of  these  villages 
have  no  desire  whatever  to  see  any  further  drainage  works  executed  ; 
so  also  in  two  other  villages,  although  lying  somewhat  near  thejhil, 
the  villagers  stated  that  their  lands  were  not  in  need  of  further  drainage ; 
although  a  waste  estate  jointly  owned  by  them  and  immediately 
adjoining  their  village  would  be  benefited.  There  remain  five  villages 
which  suffer  from  excessive  inundation.  1  Dharmpur,  2  Daulatabad,  3 
Budhera,  4  Mankraula,  5  Naubaramad.  The  area  in  these  five  villages 
which  the  people  themselves  point  out  as  suffering  from  excessive 
inundation  is  1,772  acres,  and  after  enquiry  I  accept  this  area  as  correct. 

I  have  had  a  statement  prepared  showing  the  remissions  granted 
in  these  twelve  villages  during  the  last  fifteen  years.  The  total  sum  is 
Rs.  18,985,  of  this  Rs.  16,761  were  granted  in  the  five  villages  which 
complain  of  inundation,  and  Rs.  2;224  in  the  other  seven  villages  :  in 
the  five  villages  the  average  remissions  were  Rs.  1,117  per  annum, 
being  nearly  10  per  cent,  on  the  revenue  assessed,  and  in  the  other 
villages  Rs.  148  per  annum,  being  less  than  one-and-a-half  per  cent,  on 
the  revenue:  the  total  average  annual  remissions  were  Rs.  1,265  per 
annum.,  almost  the  whole  of  which  is  due  to  the  action  of  the  jhfl. 

In  the  seven  villages  the  remissions  on  account  of  inundations  were 
given  in  kliarif  only. 

The  system  of  cultivation  adopted  in  these  villages  is  as  follows  :— 

The  ordinary  kharif  crops  such  as  jowar,  bajra,  &c,  are  sown  in 
those  high  lands  which  are  beyond  the  ordinary  inundation  level. 

From  the  lands  which  after  being  flooded  by  the  jhfl  submerge 
before  the  end  of  November,  good  crops  of  wheat  are  obtained. 

Lands  which  have  remained  submerged  beyond  the  season  of  ral»i 
sowings,  but  which  have  become  fit  for  cultivation  by  the  end  of 
March,  may  be  planted  with  sugarcane  or  melons. 

If  any  lands  have  remained  under  water  so  long  that  they  continue 
moist  up  to  the  commencement  of  the  rains,  rice  is  sown  and  trans- 
planted into  the  shallow  water  near  the  edge  ol  the  jhiL    Rice  also  can 
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be  sown  in  lands  watered  from  Dhenklis  ( lever  buckets  ),  and  afterwards 
transplanted,  but  this  method  of  cultivation  does  not  seem  usual. 

As  to  the  destruction  of  kharif  crops  by  inundations,  I  quite  agree 
with  Mr.  Wood  that  no  remissions  of  revenue  are  necessary  from  this 
cause,  except  under  special  circumstances.  The  really  valuable  crop  is 
the  rabi,  and  if  the  lands  on  which  the  kharif  crops  were  destroyed 
emerge  in  time  for  the  rabi  sowings,  the  Bamindars  are  undoubted 
gainers ;  and  as  lands  on  which  jo  war  and  bajra  are  sown  generally  lie 
fairly  high,  they  will,  as  a  rule,  be  sown  with  rabi :  all  that  is  necessary 
is,  that  in  framing  the  revenue  instalments,  the  revenue  due  on  all  the 
lands  which  may  be  inundated  by  the  jhi'l  should  be  made  payable  in 
the  rabi,  so  that  in  case  of  the  destruction  of  the  kharif  there  may  be 
no  need  even  for  a  suspension  of  demand.  Melons  are  not  a  very 
profitable  crop  :  and  the  sugarcane  cultivation  on  the  banks  of  the  jhil 
is  eminently  speculative.  It  is  necessary  that  the  lands  be  moist  up  to 
the  end  of  March :  they  must  therefore  have  been  heavily  flooded 
during  the  preceding  rains :  if  in  the  ensuing  rains  the  jlnl  again  floods 
the  lands  as  in  the  year  before,  the  cane  will  be  submerged  and  destroyed, 
Sugarcane  has  the  greatest  chance  of  success,  when  a  year  of 
heavy  rain,  in  which  the  higher  lands  are  submerged,  enabling  the 
zaimndars  to  plant  them  with  cane,  is  succeeded  by  a  year  in  which  the 
inundation  being  less  extensive,  the  cane  is  brought  to  maturity.  Thus 
after  the  rains  of  1873,  a  large  area  was  planted  with  cane,  and  the 
rains  of  1874  being  of  not  more  than  average  heaviness,  the  experi- 
ment was  successful,  while  a  couple  of  villages  which  had  planted  cane 
in  1873  lost  it  in  the  rains  of  that  year,  and  were  too  crippled  to  repeat 
the  experiment  next  year  when  it  would  have  been  successful"  The 
Dahri  lands  then  of  this  circle  are  of  great  value,  if,  after  being  suffici- 
ently flooded,  they  are  laid  dry  at  the  proper  season,  but  as  they  are 
unfortunately  liable  to  excessive  submersion,  most  of  the  villages  in 
which  they  are  situated  are  at  present  ver£  far  from  flourishing,  and 
two  or  three  which  are  very  heavily  assessed,  are  now,  from  a  succes- 
sion of  heavy  floods,  in  a  miserable  state.  The  way  in  which  I  propose 
to  deal  with  the  difficulties  of  assessments  thus  arising  is,  to  form  into 
a  separate  Chak  the  1,772  acres  which  form  the  actual  basin  of  the  jhil, 
and  are  even  in  ordinary  years  liable  to  excessive  submersion.  I 
regard  the  reclamation  of  these  lands  as  wholly  due  to  the  action  of 
the  drainage  works  constructed  by  the  Canal  Department,  and  I  propose 
that  the  Caual  Officers  should  take  credit  for  the  whole  income  obtained 
from  them,  it  being  thus  made  their  interest  to  make  the  drainage  as 
efficient  as  possible.  For  lands  laid  dry  in  time  for  the  rabi  sowings, 
and  on  which  some  13  to  15  maunds  per  acre  of  wheat  may  be  grown, 
they  might  collect  lis.  3  per  acre.  If  part  of  the  lands  remained  sub- 
merged heyond  the  period  of  rabi  sowing,  but  were  later  planted  with 
melons  or  rabi,  jowar  (which  latter  is  grown  chiefly  for  fodder),  they 
might  take  He.  1-8-0  per  acre.  1  do  not  think  that  the  rate  for  melons 
should  be  higher  than  this :  the  produce  is  said  not  to  be  good  from  the 
lands  drying  up  under  the  summer  sun,  and  the  market  rate  is  naturally 
very  variable,  inasmuch  as  such  a  perishable  crop  must  be  sold  off  at 
once  when  ripe ;  half  the  full  rate  was  the  highest  which  the  zamindars 
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consulted  would  agree  to  pay  for  lands  planted  with  melons,  and  in  a 
village  which  is  cultivated  by  tenants  under  an  auction  purchaser,  the 
zabti  rate  for  melons  is  only  Rs.  2-8-10  per  acre.  If  the  lands  had  been 
planted  with  sugarcane,  no  rate  should  be  charged  that  season,  as  no 
income  would  be  derived  from  the  crop  until  the  following  season, 
when  too  it  would  appear  whether  the  crop,  which,  as  I  have  before 
pointed  out,  is  eminently  speculative,  had  succeeded  or  failed.  If  it  had 
failed,  the  zamindar  would  hnve  been  a  heavy  loser,  and  nothing  should 
be  paid,  but  if  the  cane  had  come  to  maturity,  be  would  be  able  to  pay 
a  double  rate  or  Rs.  6-0-0,  thus  making  good  the  last  season's  remission. 
The  occupier's  rate  on  the  Agra  Canal  for  cane  irrigated  by  flow  is 
Rs.  6-10-8,  or  with  owner's  rate  Rs.  8-1  $-8.  Rice  or  any  other 
kharif  crops,  besides  sugarcane,  might  be  charged  Rs.  3-0-0  per  acre. 
It  probably  would  be  best  to  treat  the  whole  of  this  as  an  owner's  rate, 
but  if  thought  desirable,  it  might  be  divided  into  owner's  and  occupier's, 
rate. 

As  to  the  remaining  Dahri  lands  not  included  in  this  proposed 
Chak,  some  of  these  are  as  valuable  as  those  comprised  in  it,  but  others 
which  lie  further  from  the  jhil  are  more  liable  to  be  left  dry  in  drought 
seasons ;  a  small  portion  resembles  the  D&har  of  Chak  adjoining  Dahar, 
and  in  two  villages  the  Dahri  lands  have  been  injured  by  Reh.  I  there- 
fore propose  a  lower  rate  for  this  portion  of  the  Dahar,  Rs.  2-8,0 
per  acre. 

My  proposed  rates  are— 

Rs.  A.  F. 

Chahi   a  0  0 

Dahar. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

1,772  acres           ...         ...     3.  0  0 

4,270  acres            ...          ...     2    8  0 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  1    8  a 

„         Magda...          ...     1    4  0> 

,.          Bhur    ...          ...     0  Id-  a 

Fallow...          ...    0  10  G 

These  yield  an  assessment  of  Rs.  22,075,  being  a  decrease  on  the 
existing  demand,  Rs.  22,80G,  of  3'2  per  cent. ;  the  estimated  value  of  one- 
sixth  the  gross  produce  as  per  Form  D  is  Rs.  23,072. 
•  •  •  #  • 

36.   Section  248. — I  propose  dealing  with  culturable  waste,  which 

is  in  this  tahsQ  over  11  per  cent ,  but  generally 
ulturab  e  waate.  Qf  jnferjor  ^    \Q    Rew&ri    and  Nuh, 

i.  e.,  not  fixing  any  rate  for  it,  but  where  advisable  raising  the  assess- 
ment of  villages  which  possess  possibilities  of  expansion  of  cultivation 
or  derive  any  considerable  income  from  their  uncultivated  lands.  The 
Pala  shrub  grows  on  the  sandy  soils  of  Gurgaon  as  in  Rewari  and 

m3 
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Taoru  :  and  the  same  considerations  apply  to  it  here  as  there. 

39.    Section  249. — It  will  be  noticed  that  notwithstanding  the 

General  remarke.  !arge  rise  ?jg™*>  1  0nl/  P^Pf6  *°  take  *n 

increase  of  12  8  per  cent,  against  an  increase  m 

cultivation  of  24  3  per  cent.,  or  in  cultivated  and  fallow  of  19  8  per 
cent.,  in  addition  to  the  extension  in  well  irrigation  :  and  that  my  pro- 
posed jama  is  Rs.  13,146  or  5  per  cent,  below  my  estimate  of  the  value 
of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce.  I  admit  that  my  assessment  is,  per- 
haps, somewhat  low,  but  on  the  other  hand  I  would  urge— 

1.  That  the  settlement  of  Jharsa  was  notoriously  hard,  although 

not  so  hard  as  in  Rewari,  and  I  find  Messrs.  Ford  and 
Melvill  so  characterizing  it  in  1858  and  1862. 

2.  That  in  some  circles  my  rates  already  show  a  very  large 

increase  beyond  which  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  go, 
while,  if  my  rates  were  raised  in  other  circles,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  also  raise  them  proportionally  there. 

3.  That  the  comparisons  with  rents  in  selected  villages  would 

not  justify  a  larger  advance  on  the  present  demand. 

4.  That  the  increase  proposed  by  Mr.  Oliver  in  his  Memo,  sub- 

mitted in  1871  was  11  8  per  cent. 
*  •  •  »  *  • 

Section  250.— Colonel  Davies  in  this  tahsil  proposed  some  altera- 
Orden  on  thia  report        tions  in  the  rates  of  the  same  general  character 

as  those  noticed  hereafter  in  tahsil  Rewari,  and 
raising  the  proposed  assessment  by  some  Rs.  3,000.  The  final  orders 
contained  in  Secretary  to  Government's  letter  to  Secretary  to  Financial 
Commissioner,  No.  1356  of  21st  November  1876,  were,  that  my  original 
rates  were  to  stand,  except  where  I  had  consented  to  the  alterations 
proposed  by  Colonel  Davies  ;  and  subject  to  the  same  rule  regarding 
fallow,  as  was  laid  down  for  Nuh  and  Rewari  tahsils.  'These  orders 
resulted  in  my  rates  remaining  as  originally  proposed  except  in  the 
following  instances.  Chak  Sohna,  Dahri  rate  reduced  from  Re.  1-12-0  to 
Re.  1-10-0;  Chak  gailani,  Chahi  rate  raised  from  Rs.  2-10-0  to  Rs.  2-12-0. 
Chak  Kasan,  Bhur  rate  roduced  from  Re.  0-10-0  to  0-9-0.  Chak  Gurgaon, 
Chahi  rate  raised  from  Rs.  2-12-0  to  Rs.  2-14-0 :  the  rate  on  fallow 
abolished  in  all  circles. 

Section  251. — The  standard  rates  of  this  circle  are — 

Chak   Bahora.  Detailed  _ 
asaesbnieuts.  Ks.  A.  Jr. 

Chahi   

Dahri    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1  14  0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot   1  8  0 

Magda   1  0  0 

Bhur    0  10  0 
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The  rate  assessment  of  the  circle  deducting  eleven  villages  trans- 
ferred to  Rewari  amounted  to  Rs.  23,110,  the  previous  demand 
having  been  Rs.  18,432.  My  announced  assessments  were  reduced 
on  appeal  to  the  Commissioner  by  Rs.  919  and  now  stand  at  Rs.  22,118. 
Of  this  sum  Rs.  46  is  assigned  in  jagir.  leaving  Rs.  22,072  as  the 
amount  entered  in  Statement  E.  Of  this  Rs.  27  is  remitted  on  account 
of  gardens  and  Rs.  241  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of 
protective  leases.  The  immediate  khalisa  demand  is  therefore 
fcs.  21,804.  It  was  in  this  circle  and  the  few  adjoining  and  similar 
villages  of  Nuh  and  Rewari  that  appeals  from  the  assessments  were 
most  numerous  and  most  successful. 

Section  252. — The  sanctioned  standard  rates  for  this  circle  are — 
Chak  Sihi.  Detail*!  Rs  A  P 


Chain  2    8  0 

Dahri     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...     180  j 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot   120 

Magda     ...  0  13  0 

Bhur     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  0  10  0 

The  assessment  of  the  circle  at  these  rates  amounts  to  Rs.  15,429, 
my  detailed  assessments  aggregate  Rs.  15,381 ;  of  this  sum  Rs.  2  is 
roaafi,  leaving  Rs.  15,379  as  entered  in  Statement  E  ;  of  this  Rs.  592  is 
temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases  ;  the  immediate 
khalisa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  14,787,  against  the  former  demand  of 
Rs.  13,244. 

Section  253.— The  rates  sanctioned  for  this  circle  were— 

Chak  Kdnan.    Detailed  -      ,  „ 

assessments.  Rs.  A.  P. 

Chain    ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  2    4  0. 

Unirrigated. 

Magda  ...       ...       ...       •••  •••  0  14  0 

Bhur    ...       ...       ...       ...  -••  0    9  0 

These  rates  yielded  an  assessment  for  the  circle  of  Rs.  9,069  as 
entered  in  Statement  E,  against  an  existing  demand  of  Rs.  6,800.  As 
the  increase  was  so  large  I  was  not  able  to  assess  full  v  up  to  my  rates ; 
my  detailed  jamas,  after  deducting  Rs.  44  reduced  by  trie  Commissioner 
on  appeal,  amount  to  Rs.  8,652  as  entered  in  Statement  E ;  of  this  sum 
Rs.  152  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases ;  the 
immediate  khalisa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  8,500,  an  increase  of  25  por 
cent,  on  the  previous  demand. 
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Section  254.— The  sanctioned  standard  rates  for  this  circle 
Chafe  tiihibi.   aMe88Inent8,  j^3t  a.  P. 

i 

Chahi 

Dahri    ...  ...       ...       ...       ...    I  10  0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot   14  0 

Magda    110 

Bbur    ...  ...       ...       ...       ...    0    9  0 

The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  amounted  to  Rs.  17,972.  My 
assessments  after  deducting  Rs.  96  reduced  on  appeal  by  the  Commis- 
sioner amount  to  Rs.  19,270.  Of  this  sum  Rs.  260  is  assigned  in 
maafi  plots,  leaving  Rs.  19,010  in  Statement  E  ;  of  which  Rs.  312  is  tem- 
porarily remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases  and  Rs.  2,592  jagir  and 
istamrar.    The  immediate  khaiisa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  10,106. 

Section  255.— The  sanctioned  standard  rates  for  this  circle  are— 

Detailed      assessments.  _  . 

Chak  Sailini.  %  Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    2  12  0 

Dahri    ...  ...  ...  ...  ...      ->      r  \i 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot   18  0 

Magda            ...       ...       ...       ...  1    4  0 

Bhur    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  0  10  0 

The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  amounts  to  Rs.  20,920  ;  my 
detailed  assessments,  after  deducting  Rs.  120  reduced  by  the  Commis- 
sioner on  appeal,  amount  to  Rs.  21,941,  as  entered  in  Statement  E. 
Of  this  Rs.  174  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases  ; 
the  immediate  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  21,767  against  the  former 
demand  of  Rs.  19,476. 

Section  256.— The  sanctioned  standard  rates  were— 

Chak  Bohna.  Detailed  T?     A  D 

assessments.  *^S  A.  r. 

Chahi  ...    ...       ...    2  12  0 

Dahri  1  10  0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot   13  0 

Magda  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  10  0 

Bhur    ...       ...  0  11  0 

The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  is  Rs.  19,902  :  my  detailed 
assessments  amounted  to  Rs.  19,400  and  with  Kb,  555,  assessed  in  two 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    169  ) 

villages  brought  in  from  Nuh,  the  amount  is  Rs.  1 9,955.  From  th»  Rs.  47 
must  be  deducted,  for  ma&fi  Rs.  35  and  gardens  Rs.  12,  leaving  Rs.  19,908, 
the  amount  entered  in  Statement  E ;  from  this  Rs.  272  are  remitted  oa 
account  of  protective  leases,  and  Rs.  51  for  gardens  not  allowed  for  in 
Statement  E.  The  present  kh&lisa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  19,585, 
against  the  former  demand  of  Rs.  14,103,  an  increase  of  35  per  cent 

Section  257. — The  sanctioned  standard  rates  for  this  circle  are— 
ChakHill.  Detailed  assets-  Rs  A  P 

Chalii  2    8  0 

Dahri  1  12  0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot   13  0 

Magda   0  14  0 

Bhur    0  10  0 

In  the  report  I  stated  the  result  of  the  revenue  rates  including  the 
present  jama  on  an  uncultivated  hill  estate  at  Rs.  13,236  :  allowing  for 
subsequent  corrections  of  area,  the  revenue  rate  demand  with  the  same 
addition  stands  atRs.  13,0G2.  My  actual  assessments,  as  usual  in  circles 
yielding  any  largo  amount  of  increase,  fell  short  of  this,  and  aggregated 
Rs.  12,690  as  entered  in  Statement  E;  of  which  Rs.  203  is  temporarily 
postponed  on  account  of  protective  leases.  The  immediate  demand  is 
therefore  Rs.  12,487,  an  increase  cf  17  per  cent 

Section  258.— The  sanctioned  rates  for  this  circle  were— 

Cbak  Gurgaon.  Detailed 
MM  MMUIIllll 

.    Rs.   A.  P. 

Chahi    2    14  0 

Dahri    1    12  0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  13  0 

Magda    1     0  0 

Bhur    0    11  0 

These  rates  yield  for  the  circle  Rs.  36,328,  or,  adding  Rs.  285  for 
the  reason  given  in  the  report,  Rs.  36,613.  My  detailed  assessments 
amount  to  Rs.  38,042  ;  and  this,  allowing  for  Rs.  22  in  main  and  Rs.  5 
on  gardens,  gives  Rs.  38,015  as  entered  in  Statement  E.  The  main  cause 
of  my  being  able  to  go  above  rates  was  the  higher  assessment  which 
I  was  able  to  impose  on  the  village  of  Gurgaon  itself.  From  Rs.  38,015 
deductions  must  be  made  of  Rs.  123  remitted  on  account  of  gardens  and 
Rs.  677  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases  to  wells.  The 
immediate  khalisa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  37,215  ;  the  former  demand 
was  Rs.  35,608. 
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Section  259.— The  rates  sanctioned  for  this  circle  were— 

Detailed  assessment*. 
Chak  Farrukhnagar. 

Rs.   A.  P. 

Chahi         ...  2    12  0 

Dahri         ...  1    12  0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narraofc  1  6  0 
Magda        ...  12  0 

Bhur  ...  0     9  0 

The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  amounted  to  Rs.  30,468  ;  my 
assessment,  after  deducting  Rs.  154  reduced  by  the  Commissioner  on 
appeal,  now  stands  t  Rs.  31,965  :  of  this  sum  Rs.  691  is  assigned  in 
maafi  plots  and  Rs.  2  remitted  on  gardens,  leaving  Rs  31,272  as  entered 
in  Statement  E ;  of  this  Rs.  28  more  are  remitted  on  account  of  gardens, 
and  Rs.  3,261  in  istamrar,  and  Rs.  668  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account 
of  protective  leases.  The  immediate  khalisa  demand  is  therefore 
Rs.  27,315. 

Section  260.— The  rates  sanctioned  in  this  circle  were — 

Detailed  assessments  of 
Chak  adjoining  Dahur. 

Chahi 
Dahri 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  1  8  0 
Magda      ...  14  0 

Bhur        ...  0     12  0 

I  have  assessed  at  Rs.  10,732  as  entered  in  Statement  E,  or  slightly 
in  excess  of  the  rate  jama  of  Rs.  10,314  ;  I  did  not  find  it  necessary  to 
give  the  whole  of  the  reduction  yielded  by  the  rates  on  the  former 
demand  of  Rs.  11,137.  Of  this  Rs.  97  have  been  temporarily  remitted  on 
leases,  leaving  Rs.  10,635  as  immediate  khalisa  demand. 

Section  261. — The    sanctioned  standard  rates  for    the  part 
Chak  Najafgarh  jhfl,    of    this    circle    under   fixed  assessments 
Detailed  assessment.  are— 

Rs.   A.  P. 

Chain       ...  3     0  0 

Dahri       ...  2     8  0 

XTninigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  18  0 
Magda      ...  14  0 

Bhur        ...  0    10  0 


Rs.    A.  P. 

2  12  0. 
2      4  0 
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These  rates  yielded  for  the  fixed  settlement  areas  Rs.  21,071 ;  and 
my  fixed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.  16,696  ;  of  this  sum  assessed  on 
Rs.  14  maafis,  must  be  deducted,  leaving  Rs.  16,682  to  be  entered  in 
Statement  E.  From  this  Ra.  16  have  been  temporarily  remitted  on  leases, 
leaving  as  immediate  demand  Rs.  16,666. 

Parts  of  the  estates  of  Dharmpur,  Daulatfibad,  Mankraula  and 
Budhera,  and  the  whole  of  Arazi  Naubaramad  have  been  excluded  from 
the  fixed  assessments ;  and  the  following  crop  rates  will  be  levied  by 
the  Canal  Department  per  acre :— * 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Sugarcane  ...    6   0   0  per  annum. 

Melons  and  rabi  jowar  1    8    0  per  crop. 
All  other  crops     ...    3    0    0  „ 

I  regarded  the  arrangement  as  of  the  nature  of  an  assignment  of 
land  revenue,  and  the  villages  engaged  to  pay  revenue  at  these  rates,  plus 
the  usual  cesses.  The  total  area  subject  to  this  system  of  assessment  is 
1,768  acres.   The  assessments  on  the  new  system  have  amounted  to — 

Rs. 

1877-  78      ...  ...  3,031 

1878-  79    2,555 

The  system  is,  I  believe,  very  popular ;  it  has  been  introduced 
also  into  the  neighbouring  and  similar  villages  of  Delhi. 

Tahsil  Rewari. 

Extracts  from  Assessment  report. 
•  •*••• 

1.   Section  262. — The  shape  of  the  tahsfl  excluding  the  ten  isolated 

Oeoeral  description  of     V^S68  to  tne  80ufcn  is  tnat  of  an  irregular 
the  tahsil.  oblong,  29  miles  in  length  from  east  to  west, 

and  of  an  average  breadth  of  about  15  miles. 
Except  to  the  west,  where  it  is  traversed  by  broken  ranges  of  rocky 
hills,  which,  on  the  south  connected  with  the  Aravalli  chain,  on  the 
north  continue  a  short  distance  beyond  the  border  into  the  Rohtak 
district,  the  face  of  the  country  is  generally  level.    The  soil  is  naturally 
inferior,  49  9  per  cent,  being  Bhur  or  sand,  40  5  per  cent.  Magda  or 
light,  and  in  this  tahsil  generally  very  light  loam,  a  mixture  of  a  little 
clay  with  a  great  deal  of  sand  ;  while  only  8*8  per  cent,  is  classified  as 
Narmot  or  good  loam  and  0  8  per  cent,  as  Chiknot  or  clay.  This 
disadvantage  is,  however,  to  some  extent,  counterbalanced  by  the 
abundant  water-supply  obtained  from  the  well  springs  of  this  tract:  in 
other  tahsfls  spring-fed  wells  are  the  exception,  here  they  are  the  rule, 
a  difference  which  shows  itself  in  the  area  irrigated  per  lao  ;  this  counter- 
balancing advantage  is,  however,  diminished  by  the  saltness  of  29  9 
per  cent,  of  the  wells ;  of  the  others  417  per  cent,  are  sweet,  and  28- 4 
per  cent,  brackish. 
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Two  streams,  the  Sahibi  and  Kansaoti,  which  flow  after  rain,  pass 
respectively  through  the  east  and  north-west  of  the  parganah  :  the 
Sahibi  which  rises  in  Jaipur  enters  Rowan  from  Alwar  and  runs 
into  the  Gurgaon  tahsil  and  Pataudi  state,  eventually  falling  into  the 
Najafgarh  jhil ;  it  is  joined  too,  after  a  course  of  some  four  miles  within 
the  border,  by  a  branch  of  the  lndori  from  Alwar  ;  the  Kansaoti  rises 
in  Jaipur  and  after  traversing  the  Narnaul  and  Kanti  territories 
flows  through  the  north-western  corner  of  this  tahsfl  into  Dujana. 
Owing  to  the  inferiority  of  the  soil,  the  crops  most  largely  grown  are 
barley  in  the  rabi  on  wells,  and  bajra  and  pulses  in  the  kharif. 
Wheat,  gram,  jowar  and  cotton  are  but  little  cultivated  ;  of  the  total 
Chahi  produce  wheat  is  12  4  per  cent  and  barley  787  per  cent :  51*5 
per  cent,  of  the  dry  lands  are  cropped  with  autumn  pulses,  28*3  per 
cent,  with  bajra,  95  per  cent,  with  gram  and  57  per  cent,  with  jowar. 
Cotton  forms  only  O  t  per  cent,  of  the  produce  of  the  tahsil.  There  is 
only  7'35  per  cent  of  culturable  waste. 

2.   Section  263.— Eight  assessment  circles  have  been  formed  ; 

two  comprise  the  villages  lying  within  the 
cix5£.8i0n      1188688,0611    influence  of  the  Sahibi  and  Kansaoti ;  the 

other  six  circles  have  been  constituted  with 
reference  to  the  general  superiority  or  inferiority  in  their  classes  of  the 
lands  shown  as  Magda  and  Bhur,  and  the  prevalence  of  sweet,  brackish 
or  salt  wells.  Thus  in  Chak  Shahjahanpur,  the  wells  are  generally 
sweet,  the  Magda  good,  and  the  Bhur  inferior ;  in  Chak  Hill  which 
contains  the  ranges  above  mentioned,  the  wells  are  generally  sweet, 
and  the  Magda  and  Bhur  both  inferior ;  in  the  remaining  four  circles 
the  Bhuris  of  average  quality,  but  in  Chaks  Rew&ri  and  Mundi,  forming 
two  circles  by  reason  of  their  local  separation,  the  wells  are  generally 
brackish,  and  the  Magda  inferior ;  in  Chak  Palhawas  the  Magda  is  of 
the  same  quality  as  in  Chaks  Rew&ri  and  Mundi,  but  the  wells  are  salt; 
while  in  the  eighth  circle,  Chak,  Magda  salt,  the  wells  are  salt  and  the 
Magda  good.  Each  circle  will  be  described  more  fully  when  I  treat 
of  its  proposed  assessment. 

»••••• 

4    Section  264 — Rcwari  first  came  under  British  rule  in  1803  : 
.    it  was  then  suffering  from  the  mismanagement 
pa^aLlTSri  produced  by  the  disorganization  of  the  Mogal 

Empire,  and  the  collections  often  fell  short  of 
Rs.  1,00,000.  It  was  at  first  given  in  jagfr  to  the  Maharaja  of  Bhartpur, 
but  was  resumed  in  1805,  and  was  then  farmed  to  Jai  Singh  Ahir, 
with  whom  it  remained  until  the  end  of  1216  fasli  or  1808-9  A.  D. 
With  the  exception  of  58  villages,  which  had  been  bestowed  in  Istamrar 
tenure  on  Jai  Singh,  and  a  few  other  jagir  estates,  the  parganah  was 
then  settled  by  Mr.  W.  Fraser  at  Rs.  2,14,504  :  the  system  of  assessment 
followed,  seems  to  have  been  that  of  settling  the  villages  with  the  highest 
bidders  and  this  procedure  being  aided  by  the  feuds  of  the  people,  the 
result  was  over-assessment,  so  great,  that  Mr.  Lawrence  writes — "  In 
going  over  the  records,  one  is  often  amazed  at  the  excessive  assess- 
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ments  which  have  been  realised. "  In  spite  of  the  occasional  lapse 
of  revenue  grants,  the  collections  steadily  decreased  from  Rs.  2,14,504 
in  1217  lasli  or  1809-10  A.  D.  to  Rs.  1,84,383  in  1244  fasli  (1836-7 
A.  D),  the  average  collections  of  the  28  years  being  Rs.  2,09,287,  and 
the  average  balance  Rs.  17,157  or  7 J  per  cent,  of  the  demand.  Under 
these  circumstances  a  re-settlement  was  begun  by  Mr.  Bacon  in  1832, 
carried  on  by  Mr.  Gubbinsin  1836,  and  completed  by  Mr.  (now  Lord) 
Lawrence  in  1838,  the  financial  results  of  which  in  the  Khalisa  por- 
tion of  the  parganah  was  an  assessment  of  Rs.  1 ,9 1 ,597  exclusive  of  village 
headmen's  fees,  being  a  reduction  of  Rs.  17,688  on  the  average  collections 
of  28  years.  219  estates  and  plots  in  6  other  villages  were  thus  assessed 
by  Mr.  Lawrence ;  the  rate  at  which  his  assessment  fell  was  Re.  1-10-2 
per  cultivated  acre,  and  Re.  1-1-1  $  per  acre  of  cultivated  and  culturable. 

Writing  of  this  assessment  some  ten  years  later,  Mr.  Fraser  says  in 
"  account  of  Gurgaon— 


•  will  show  the  changes  which  have  since  taken  place, 
and  in  so  large  a  paiyanah,  it  must  be  considered  that  so 
small  an  excent  of  changes  speak  well  for  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  since  worked. 

"  There  is  •©  doubt  that  in  nearly  all  seasons  this  parganah  can  pay  the  revenne  at 
which  it  has  now  been  assessed.  Balances,  if  they  do  occur,  will  be  found  to  arise  from 
other  causes  than  that  most  mischievous  and  injurious  of  over-assessment.  At  the  same 
time,  viewed  comparatively,  Rewari  will  not,  I  believe,  be  found  to  have  attained  so  large 
a  relief  as  other  parganahs  of  this  district.  This  may  have  arisen  perhaps  partly  from  ita 
being  nearly  the  first  part  of  it  that  underwent  revision,  since  at  that  date  officers  were 
not  quite  so  certain  of  the  disposition  of  the  Government  to  light  assessment  as  they  soon 
after  became ;  aad  partly  perhaps  from  the  condition  of  the  people  in  this  parganah 
requiring  relief  less  imperatively  than  they  did  in  others  :  in  those  tor  example  of  Palwal 
and  Sohna.  However.  I  repeat  that  with  the  assessment  there  is  no  fault  to  find,  and  that 
its  amount  can,  1  think,  be  always  and  easily  collected.  " 

In  1849,  under  Mr.  Routh,  Collectors  Settlement  of  the  61  Istamrar 
villages  was  begun  and  completed  by  1852.  The  result  of  the  Settle- 
ment was  inclusive  of  plots  already  assessed  at  Rs.  367,  an  initial 
assessment  of  Ra.  62,244-8-0,  rising  to  Rs.  63,850-8-0,  being  at  the  rate 
of  Re.  1-6-4  per  cultivated  and  Re.  1-3-8  per  malguzari  acre.  Of 
these  villages,  one  estate  now  assessed  at  Rs.  271  was  not  charged 
with  any  jama,  being  granted  revenue  free  by  the  Istamrardars.  Pre- 
vious to  Mr.  Routb's  Settlement,  the  Istamrardars  had  made  their  own 
agreements  with  the  village  communities  :  the  quit  rent  due  to  Govern- 
ment being  a  lump  sum  of  Hs.  25,001.  Owing  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Istamrardars  in  the  mutiny,  their  rights  were  confiscated  :  only  in  seven 
villages  which  had  previously  been  alienated  by  them  does  this  tenure 
now  exist,  the  assessments  in  those  amount  to  Rs.  4,976,  the  quit  rent 
due  to  Government  to  Rs.  1,909.  The  remaining  jagtr  villages  were 
also  assessed  by  Mr.  Routh  at  Rs.  3,280. 

5.   Section  265.— The  small  parganah  of  Shahjahanpur  containing 

nine  estates  lying  to  the  south  of  Hewari  in  the 

parg^ah^hah IhinpuT.       raidst  of  nati ve  territory  was,  after  the  conquest 

in  1803,  continued  in  jagir  to  Har  Narain 
Haldia,  until  his  death  in  1824.  It  was  then  settled  by  Mr.  Cavendish 
at  lis.  b,546  :  the  assessment  was  fair  and  the  collections  regular,  and 
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when  Mr.  Lawrence  undertook  the  re-settlement  of  the  parganah  in 
1838  he  was  enabled  to  raise  the  demand  from  Rs.  8,932,  at  which 
he  found  it,  to  Rs.  0,287,  the  average  collections  for  fourteen  years 
being  then  Rs.  8,389  and  the  average  balance  Rs.  16C. 

Mr.  Fraser's  remarks  on  the  statement  of  this  parganah  were,  "  that 
this  has  worked  satisfactorily  miy  be  inferred  from  there  having 
occurred  no  changes  under  it  " 

6.    Section  266. — Appendices  I  and  II*  show  the  constitution  of 

the  proprietory  and  of  the  general  agricultural 
t^I^I01  &STiGMXl'    population  ofthetahsiL    Ahirs,  who  are  noted 

for  their  skill  and  industry,  own  the  greater 
part  of  the  tahsfl :  and  the  Jats  who  own  17  villages  and  shares  in  1G 
others  are  equal  to  the  Ahirs,  so  that  tho  great  body  of  the  proprietors 
may  be  put  iu  the  highest  rank  of  agriculturists.  The  various  tribes 
of  owners  may  be  thus  classified  with  reference  to  their  skill  and 
industry. 


Good  agriculturists. 

Average  and  inferior  agri- 
culturists. 

Tribes  which  do  not  in  this  tahsfl 
usually  cultivate. 

Ahirs. 

Kajputs 

Dhasara. 

Jats. 

Ranghara 

Mahajans. 

Gujars 

Cashmiri. 

Brahmins 

Government. 

Number  of  villages 

Sayads 

owned  in  whole  or  in 

Pathans 

part  232. 

111 

37 

The  Rajputs  are  principally  confined  to  the  Shahjahanpur  and 
Hill  circles :  with  this  excoption  the  tribes  are  pretty  evenly  distributed. 

•  •  •  • 

8.  Section  267. — Rewarihasbeen  always  noted  as  being  more  severe- 
Character  of  existing        assessed  than  the  other  parts  of  the  district, 
assessment.  Reductions3    As  Mr.  Fraser  points  out,  it  was  the  first  tahsil 
made-  in  which  the  old  severe  settlement  underwent 

revision,  and  the  readiness  of  Government  to  grant  the  necessary 
remission  was  not  then  well  understood.  In  Rewari  too  this  final 
revision  was  not,  as  in  several  other  parganahs,  followed  by  a  still  greater 
reduction.  I  find  then  in  1 858  Mr.  Ford,  a  former  Deputy  Commissioner, 
writing  of  the  Rewari  settlement  as  hard,  Mr.  Melvill  in  1862  calling 
it  notoriously  severe.    I  find  too  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Ford  in 


Not  now  given. 
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1862,  that  a  reduction  of  assessment  to'  the  extent  of  Rs.  600  had 
been  made  in  one  village  before  the  mutiny,  and  in  four  villages  to  the 
extent  of  Rs.  950  after  1857 ;  that  enquiry  had  shown  that  the 
revenue  was  generally  too  highly  assessed  by  one-fifth,  and  that  in 
18C0  Mr.  Oust  and  Mr.  Brandreth  had  urged  a  general  reduction  of  the 
assessment  of  the  tahsfl.  This  was  considered  unnecessary,  but  in  1862 
reductions  to  the  extent  of  Rs.  3,273  were  again  granted  in  fifteen 
villages,  and  in  1863  further  reductions  to  the  extent  of  Rs.  1,422  in 
twelve  villages ;  besides  which  remissionshave  had,  from  time  to  time, 
to  be  given  in  estates  injured  by  deposits  of  sand  from  the  S&hibi  and 
also  for  lands  taken  up  for  public  purposes.         *  •  * 

9.  Section  268. — There  can  be  no^doubt  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
Bat  owing  to  increase  in    rise  m  prices  during  the  last  fifteen  years  and  the 

resources  no  further  reduc-  increase  in  the  cultivated  and  well  irrigated 
tion  now  needed.  area  tne  result  here  of  the  present  settlement 

must  have  been  a  considerable  reduction,  but  owing  to  the  considerable 
increase  in  the  resources  of  the  tahsil  since  last  settlement,  and  the 
reductions  already  given  in  the  most  heavily  burdened  villages,  bearing 
in  mind  too  the  character  of  the  population,  comparing  my  estimate 
of  the  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce  and  my  proposed  rates 
with  my  estimates  and  rates  in  other  parts  of  the  District,  and,  after 
studying  the  statements  showing  the  working  of  the  settlement  in 
late  years,  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  it  will  now  be  necessary  to  do  more 
than  re-distribute  the  existing  jama.  The  Deputy  Commissioner,  whom 
I  have  consulted,  thus  writes,  after  re-consideration  of  his  memo,  submit- 
ted before  the  commencement  of  this  settlement— 

"  From  my  further  acquaintance  with  the  tract  I  think  the  revised  jama  should  but 
very  slightly  exceed  the  old  parganah  jama;  even  should  the  figures  show  that  some 
increase  can  be  made  that  the  enhancement  should  be  very  slight.  In  the  memo.  I 
said  the  parganah  would  bear  an  increase  of  Rs.  19-5-6  per  cent,  of  present  jama.  At 
that  time  I  had  not  the  experience  of  the  soil  and  people  which  I  have  since  gained, 
and  I  do  not  now  think  the  revised  jama  should  increase  to  any  very  perceptible 
amount. 

"Some  estates  will  require  large  reductions,  partly  from  the  change  in  the  quality 
of  soil,  and  partly  on  account  of  the  condition  and  habits  of  the  proprietors.  Bat  of 
these  there  are  few  and  as  well  known  to  you  as  to  myself  ;  what  I  want  to  impress 
npon  you  is,  that  I  have  after  carefal  observation  altered  my  opinion  ad  to  the  extent 
of  increase  of  jama  of  which  this  parganah  is  capable. 

"  This  is  at  the  outside  about  10  per  cent.  I  have  no  doubt  that  below  that  would 
be  the  safest." 

10.  Section  269. — The  resources  of  the   tahsfl    have  been 
Increase  in  resources         increased  since  the  last  settlement  by  the 

same  causes  which  have  operated  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  district,  viz.,  increase  in  cultivated  and  irrigated  area 
following  on  an  increase  in  population,  and  also  a  considerable  rise  of 
prices,  against  which  may  be  set  (1)  the  alleged  decrease  in  the 
productive  powers  of  the  land,  due  to  the  poorer  soils  having  come 
under  the  plough  and  the  less  f  equent  fallows,  and  (2)  the  smaller 
share  of  the  produce  now  taken  by  Government.  No  new  marts  have 
come  into  existence  since  Mr.  Lawrence's  settlement,  but  the 
flourishing  town  of  Rewari  forms  an  admirable  market  for  the 
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produce  of  the  tahsfl,  and  it  is  now  connected  by  the  new  Rajputana 
State  Railway,  on  the  one  side  with  the  Native  States  of  Rajputana, 
and  on  the  other  with  Delhi  and  the  East  Indian  and  Punjab  lines. 


17.    Section  270. — Appendix  VII  gives  the  details  of  sixteen 

years'  balances,   suspensions  and  remissions. 
Collections.  Balances      xhe  percentages  of  the  average  annual  balance 
an  rcmiwionB.  U(j  remission  in  each  circle  on  the  yearly 

revenue  have  been  as  follows : — 


ClBCLB. 

Pebcgntaqb  on  yeauly  Revenue. 

Of  aterage  balaiut. 

Of  average  rem  itsum. 

1860-74 

1865-74 

1860-74 

1865-74 

Sahibi 

67 

38 

12 

02 

Rewari 

•  •• 

•  *  • 

23 

11 

08 

0-2 

Magda  Salt  ... 

67 

36 

20 

• 

06 

Shah  jaban  pur 

•  •• 

8-8 

24 

06 

... 

Kansaoti 

1 
• 

•  ■  ■ 

61 

2*7 

10 

... 

Mumlhi 

•  •• 

68 

4'4 

M 

02 

Hill 

•  •• 

•  «  • 

60 

'  32 

17 

06 

Vilbawaa  ... 

< 

•  M 

105 

7-9 

33 

08 

Tahril 

.  t. 

69 

38 

1-6 

03 

As  to  the  amount  of  coercion  required  to  collect  the  revenue,  I 
find  from  1860  to  1874.  twenty -four  instances  of  the  issue  of  orders 
to  attach  property,  eleven  instances  of  attachment  actually  executed, 
two  instances  of  sale  of  attached  property,  two  cases  in  which  the 
defaulters  were  forwarded  under  warrant  to  the  Deputy  Commissioner 
and  one  instance  of  transfer  of  the  defaulter's  share. 

I  give  the  second  set  of  figures  for  the  average'  of  ten  years  to 
show  the  working  of  the  settlement  since  the  reductions  before  men- 
tioned. It  mu3t  be  remembered  too  that  1860-61  was  a  year  of  drought. 

t  #  *  •  * 
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20.  Section  271.— The  rates  adopted  by  Mr.  Lawrence  at  the 
Rates  of  the  last  settle-    last  settlement  were  in 


Irrigated 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Sweet  ...  ...  400 

Salt  ...  ...     3   3  0 

Unirrigated. 

Rs.  A,  P. 

Magda  ...  ...     14  9 

Bhur  ...  ...     0  14  5 

and  in  Shahjahanpur — 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Irrigated       ...  ...     3    9  6 

Magda  ...  ...     13  3 

Bhur  ...  ...     0  12  9 

Reducing  the  Rewari  rates  by  one-fourth,  the  share  by  which  the 
Government  proportion  of  the  net  assets  has  been  diminished,  there 
result  the  following  rates  :— 

Proportional 
Irrigated.  percentage. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Sweet  ...      3   0   0  426 

Salt  ...      2    6   3  340 

Unirrigated. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Magda  ...      0  15   7  138 

Bhur  ...      0  10  10  96 

21.   Section  272.— Chak  S&hibi  forms  the  eastern  part  of  the 

r-r.  v  Bi.-ki  tahsfl :  it  contains  56  villages  with  a  total  area 

Cfcak  sabibi.  of  49  689  UBn^    The  gAhibi  enter{j  it  from  the 

Alwar  state  and  flows  in  a  broad  sandy  bed,  in  places  reaching  a  width 
of  nearly  a  mile,  through  six  villages  on  into  the  state  of  Pataudi, 
and  thence,  skirting  some  of  the  villages  of  this  circle,  into  some 
detached  villages  of  Gurgaon.  Owing  to  the  great  and  unfortunately 
increasing  width  of  its  channel  of  unculturable  sand,  the  area  shown 
as  Dahri  on  the  main  stream  of  the  tahsH  is  but  small  ;  but  there  is  a 
branch  stream,  dependent,  however,  on  more  than  average  floods,  which 
uniting  with  a  small  torrent  from  the  Alwar  state,  irrigates  some  1,100 
acres  in  two  villages  in  this  tahsfl,  and  some  estates  in  the  Bahora  circle 
of  Gurgaon.   Besides  the  area  actually  shown  as  Dahri,  there  are  other 
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lands  in  several  villages  of  the  circle  which  are  occasionally  benefited 
by  unusual  floods  of  the  main  stream :  an  advantage  to  which  regard  will 
be  given  in  fixing  village  assessments.   Besides  the  Sahibi  and  the  nallah 
above  noted,  there  is  a  branch  of  the  Indori,  which  flows  from  Alwar 
into  the  village  of  Nandrurapurbas  and  there  meets  a  band  constructed 
in  18G1.    From  that  band  and  its  escape,  there  were  irrigated,  according 
to  the  returns  of  the  Canal  Department,  which  levies  a  water  rate  of 
Re.  O-ii-4  per  acre,  365  acres  in  the  rabi  of  1874  and  1 6  acres  in  the  khai  if 
of  1873  in  three  villages.    I  propose  here,  as  in  other  tahsils,  to  assess 
these  lands  as  unirrigated,  leaving  the  Canal  Department  to  charge,  in 
future,  an  owner's  rate  of  Re.  0-3-2  per  acre.*   In  that  case  248  acres  of 
the  lands  now  shown  as  Dahri  in  Form  A  would  be  assessed  at  dry 
rates,  and,  in  working  out  in  this  report  my  proposed  rates,  I  shall  so 
treat  them.    3  25  of  the  soils  of  the  circle  are  Chiknot,  17'25  per 
cent.  Narmot,  48' 25  per  cent.   Magda,  and  31  25  per  cent.  Bhur. 
The  well  irrigated  area  is   large,   being  26  8   per  cent. :  water  is 
near  the  surface,  the  average  depth  being    23  feet :    the  well 
lands  are  good,  34  9  per  cent,  being  Chiknot  and  Narmot,  513  per 
cent.  Magda,  and  only  138  percent.  Bhur:  the  wells  are  generally  sweet 
and  the  brackish  wells  too  are  not  unfavorable  to  the  produce  :  only 
12  2  per  cent,  of  the  lands  are  irrigated  from  salt  wells,  against  231  per 
ceut.  from  brackish  and  647  per  cent,  from  sweet  wells.    Wheat  forms 
15  6  per. cent,  of  the  Chain  produce  and  barley  70  8  per  cent.:  96  8  per 
cent,  of  the  laos  tre  on  pakka  wells  and  3  2  per  cent,  on  katcha  wells. 
Excluding  the  band  irrigated  lands,  30  2  per  cent,  of  the  Dahri  lands  are 
Narmot,  49" 6  per  cent.  Magda  and  20  2  per  cent.  Bhur.    Wheat,  and 
wheat  and  gram,  are  grown  on  614  per  cent,  of  the  Dahri  lands; 
barley,  and  barley  and  gram,  on  33  2  per  cent.  Including  the  band 
irrigated  lands  the  barani  soils  are  :  Chiknot  556  acres  or  2  per  cent, 
Narmot  3,448  acres  or  12  4  per  cent.,  Magda  13,119  acres  or  47"2  per 
cent,  and  Bhur  10,696  acres  or  38  4  per  cent. :  analysis  of  my  notes 
shows  that  some  three-fourths  of  the  Narmot  is  good  low  lying  and  in 
Borne  villages  occasionally  benefited  by  flood  waters,  and  one-fourth 
lather  inferior,  half  of  the  Magda  good,  over  one-fourth  of  average 
quality  and  less  than  one-fourth  rather  inferior,  while  of  the  Bhur 
nearly  equal  shares  are  good,  average  and  inferior. 

The  staple  product3  of  the  dry  hinds  are  bajra  361  per  cent., 
autumn  pulses  30  4  per  cont.,  gram  12*3  per  cent.,  jowar  93  per  cent, 
barley,  and  barley  and  gram,  5  2  per  cent.,  and  wheat,  and  wheat  and 
gram,  47  per  cent.  The  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce,  r.s  estima- 
ted in  Form  D,  is  Rs.  66,074,  the  present  assessment  being  Rs.  61,334. 

The  rates  which,  with  reference  to  (1)  the  character  of  the  various 
soils  as  above  noted,  (*2)  the  proportions  of  sweet,  brackish  and  salt 
wells,  and  (3)  the  dependence  on  rather  high  floods  of  the  Sahibi  for 
their  being  fully  irrigated  of  the  Ddhar  lands,  together  with  their 
liability  of  injury  by  deposits  of  sand,  I  propose  for  sanction  are— 


*  Thii  baud  haa  been  since  given  up  bj  the  Government,  so  no  water  rates  are  charged. 
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Rs.  A.  P. 

CHfifai              ...                ...    3    0  0 

Diihri               ...             ....    1  12  0 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  18  0 

Magda             ...                ...    1    2  0 

Bhur               ...                ...    0  12  0 

Fallow            ...                ...    0  12  0 

The  result  of  the  application  of  these  rates  is  an  assessment  of 
Rs.  63,724,  or  an  increase  of  3  9  per  cent,  on  the  existing  jama  of 
Rs.  01,334. 


22.    Section  273. — Chak  Kansaoti  contains  17  villages  with  a 

total  area  of  20,140  acres  situated  in  the  north- 
Chak  kansaoti.  western  portion  of  the  tahsil.    It  is  traversed  by 

the  Kansaoti  which  entering  from  the  Nabha  territory  passes  on  into 
the  Dujana  state.  There  is  a  band,  constructed  in  1861,  across  the  bed 
of  the  stream  (which  is  a  mere  torrent  flowing  after  rain)  in  the  village 
of  Dahina  from  which,  according  to  the  returns  of  the  Canal  Department, 
which  levies  a  water  rate  of  Re.  0-6-4  per  acre  on  the  lands  thence 
irrigated,  247  acres  were  irrigated  in  the  kharif  of  1873,  and  1,739 
acres  in  the  rabi  of  1874,  in  ten  villages.  As  the  rains  of  1873  were 
unusually  heavy,  these  figures  may  be  taken  as  representing  the  full 
extent  of  the  band  irr  gated  area.  The  lands  thus  irrigated  have  been 
recorded  in  the  settlement  papers  in  their  unirrigated  aspect,  and  I 
propose  that  here,  as  elsewhere,  in  addition  to  the  occupier's  rate  of 
Re.  0-6-4  per  acre,  an  owner's  rate  of  He.  0-3-2  should  be  henceforth 
collected  by  the  Canal  Department.* 

Of  the  remaining  seven  villages  of  the  circle,  five  are  not  reached 
by  the  Kansaoti  (except  perhaps  iu  most  extraordinary  floods),  and  in 
the  other  two  the  Kansaoti  merely  flows  by  in  a  sandy  channel. 

The  soils  of  the  circle  are— 

Chiknot  ...    150  per  cent. 

Narmot  ...    875  „ 

Magda  ...  29*75  „ 

Bhur  ...  60- 

Of  these,  the  Chiknot,  Narmot  and  Magda  are  low-lying  lands 
generally  good  of  their  respective  sorts,  but  the  Bhur  is  almost  entirely 
high,  uneven  and  inferior  sand,  growing  the  most  inferior  crops.  The 
well  irrigated  area  is  15  6  per  cent  ;  the  average  depth  to  water  in  tho 
various  villages  varies  from  21  feet  to  57  feet,  the  average  of  the  circle 
being  40  feet:  the  wells  are  generally  sweet,  93  per  cent,  of  the  well 
irrigated  lands  being  under  sweet  wells,  against  4  per  cent,  and  3  per 
cent,  under  brackish  and  salt  wells,  respectively  :  the  well  irrigated 

•  This  band  has  been  since  given  up  by  the  Government,  bo  that  no  water  rate  U 
charged. 
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soils  too  are  good,  327  per  cent  being  Chiknot  and  Narmot,  487  per 
cent.  Magda  and  18  6  per  cent  Bhur.  Barley  occupies  79  per  cent, 
and  wheat  14  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands.  90  per  cent,  of  the  laos  are  on 
pakka  and  10  per  cent  on  katcha  wells. 

Of  the  unirrigated  soils,  68  per  cent  Have  been  classed  as  Bhur, 
high,  uneven  and  bad,  2G  per  cent,  as  Magda,  of  which  some  02  per 
cent  is  good,  22  per  cent,  average  and  1 6  per  cent  inferior  ;  and  G  per 
cent  as  Chiknet  and  Narmot  Owing  to  this  large  percentage  of 
inferior  Bhur,  autumn  pulses  form  63*8  percent  of  the  unirrigated 
crops,  aud  bajra  35l"8  per  cent.,  against  2*1  per  cent  of  unirrigated 
bar! e}',  6  7  per  cent,  of  gram  and  45  per  cent  of  jowar. 

My  estimate  of  the  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce  is 
Rs.  2G/736,  the  existing  assessment  being  Rs.  27,227.  The  rates  at  which 
I  propose  to  assess  the  circle  are  the  same  as  in  Chak  Sahibi,  except 
for  Bhur,  which  is,  as  above  stated,  inferior  in  this  circle. 


As  to  the  Chahi  rata,  the  depth  to  water  is  indeed  greater  here 
than  in  Chak  Sahibi,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  proportion  of  salt  and 
brackish  wells  in  smaller. 

My  rates  then  are— 

Rs.A.  P. 

Chahi   3   0  0 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  18  0 

Magda   1    2  0 

Bhur   0  10  0 

Fallow   0  10  0 

These  yield  an  assessment  of  Ra.  2G,989,  being  a  decrease  of  0  0 
per  cent. 

#  *  •  • 

23.  Section  274.— Chak  Shahjahanpur  comprises  nine  detached 
Chak  Shahiahanpur  villages  with  a  total  area  of  11,331  acres  sur- 
rounded by  territory  belonging  to  the  Alwar 
state.  The  soil  is  better  than  in  most  of  the  circles  of  this  tahsfl,  con- 
sisting of  11  per  cent,  of  fair  average  Narmot  and  6275  per  cent,  of 
Marrda  generally  very  good,  against  26  2 5  per  cent  of  Bhur ;  this  last, 
however,  is  rather  inferior  of  its  class.  There  are  no  salt  and  very  few 
brackish  wells  in  this  circle ;  93  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  being 
irrigated  from  sweet  wells  :  84  of  the  wells  are  pakka  and  only  3 
katcha ;  the  average  depth  to  water  in  the  various  villages  varies  from 
53  to  8*  feet,  the  average  of  the  circle  being  68  feet  The  well  lands 
are  generally  good,  28  5  per  cent,  being  Narmot,  66*8  per  cent.  Magda 
and  only  47  per  cent  Bhur.  Wheat  is  grown  on  14  per  cent  of  the 
irrigated  lands  and  barley  on  80  per  cent.  Of  the  unirrigated  lands, 
8  9  per  cent,  are  Narmot,  62*1  per  cent.  Magda  and  29  per  cent.  Bhur  ; 
and  the  staple  crops  grown  on  these  are  gram  30  5  per  cent,  jowar  10  3 
per  cent,  bajra  27"9  per  cent  and  autumn  pulses  25  6  per  cent. 
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Owing  to  the  very  small  percentage  of  Bhtrr  under  the  wells  and 
the  excellence  of  the  Magda,  I  keep  the  same  rate  for  Chahi  as  in  Chaks 
Sahibi  and  Kansaoti,  notwithstanding  the  greater  depth  of  water.  My 
rate  for  Chiknot  and  Narmot  is  less  than  in  those  circles  ;  as  they  do 
not  here  enjoy  the  same  advantages  from  the  proximity  of  streams  or 
from  occasional  floods,  but  I  have  raised  my  rates  for  Magda  which  is 
here,  as  above  noted,  of  especially  good  quality.  The  Bhar  resembles 
that  of  Uhak  Kansaoti.    My  rates  then  are — 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi  ...       .M       —       3    0  0 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  16  0 
Magda         ...       ...       ...       13  0 

Bhur    a  10  0 

Fallow   0  10  a 

The  resulting  assessment  is  Rs.  11,171  against  Rs.  11,680  :  the 
estimated  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce  and  Rs.  11,152  the 
existing  assessment,  an  increase  of  Rs.  19.  •  *  * 

24.   Section  275»— Chak  Hill  is  a  poor  tract,  ki  which  83  per  cent. 
Chak  Hm  of  the  soil  is  Bhur,  and  17  per  cent.  Magda, 

comprising  38  estates  with  a  total  area  of 
52,135  acres  lying  around  and  between  the  hills,  which  form  a  marked 
characteristic  of  the  western  part  of  Rewari.  The  wells  are  generally 
of  considerable  depth ;  in  two  estates  the  average  depth  to  water 
exceeds  100  feet  and  the  average  of  the  circle,  as  shown  in  Form  A,  is 
72  feet.  Of  the  well  lands,  45  per  cent,  are  classed  as  Magda,  but 
generally  of  an  inferior  sandy  quality,  and  55  per  cent,  as  Bhur.  The 
wells  are  generally  sweet :  62  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  being  irrigated 
from  sweet,  26  per  cent,  from  brackish  and  12  per  cent,  from  salt 
wells.  The  salt  wells  in  this  circle  are  not  generally  so  salt  as  in  some 
other  parts  of  the  tahsil,  and  the  light  character  of  the  soil  also  tends 
to  equalize  the  produce  of  the  salt  and  brackish  with  that  of  the  sweet 
wells.  The  staple  produce  of  the  Chahi  lands  is  barley,  which  occupies 
84  per  cent,  while  wheat  is  grown  on  only  6  per  cent.;  56  per  cent,  of  the 
laos  are  on  masonry  wells,  and  44  per  cent,  on  wells  which,  though 
shown  as  katcha,  are  generally  in  the  upper  part  faced  with  unmortared 
stones. 

There  are  no  naturally  irrigated  lands  in  the  circle :  of  the 
unirrigated  soils  13  per  cent,  are  classed  as  an  inferior  Magda  and  87 
per  cent,  as  Bhur,  which  near  the  hills  is  generally  very  inferior  but 
improves  in  quality  as  the  distance  from  the  lull  increases.  An  analysis 
of  my  notes  shows  64  per  cent,  of  inferior  and  36  per  cent  of  better 
Bhur.  Cotton,  gram  and  jowar  are  little  cultivated :  the  produce  state- 
ment shows  70  per  cent,  of  autumn  pulses  mainly  moth  on  the  unirri- 
gated soils,  and  26  percent,  of  bajra. 

Owing  to  the  great  depth  to  water  and  the  very  inferior  nature  of 
the  soil,  1  reduce  the  Chahi  rate  to  Rs.  2-8-0  per  acre  in  this  circle  ;  the 
Magda  too  as  being  inferior  to  that  of  the  three  preceding  circles  has 
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been  more  lightly  assessed,  but  the  Bhur  rate  is  slightly  in  excess  of 
that  in  Chaks  Kansaoti  and  Shahjahanpur,  owing  to  one-third  of  it  being 
of  somewhat  better  quality.    My  rates  then  are— 

•   '  Its.  A.  P. 

Chain  ...  2    8  0 

Unirrigated  Magda  ...  1    0  0 

Bhur  ...  0  10  6 

Fallow  ...  0  10  6 

These  yield  an  assessment  of  Rs.  35,187,  an  increase  of  7  5  per 
cent,  on  the  present  jama  Rs.  32,733,  the  estimated  value  of  one-sixth 
the  gross  produce  being  Rs.  33,314.       •  *  * 

25.    Section  276. — Chak  Magda  salt,  of  an  irregular  shape  in  the 
Chak  M  ^-da  salt.  centre  of  the  tahsil,  contains  63  per  cent  of 

Magda,  generally  good  of  its  class,  against  18*75 
per  cent  of  Narmot  and  18  25  per  cent,  of  Bhur,  and  it  is  to  this  fact,, 
and  the  saltness  of  its  wells,  that  it  owes  its  name  :  it  comprises  74 
villages  with  a  total  area  of  40,949  acres. 

The  well  irrigated  area  is  large,  being  23*7  per  cent.,  of  which  92 
per  cent,  was  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement ;  of  the  well 
lands  39  6  per  cent,  are  classed  as  Narmot,  53'5  per  cent,  as  Magda  and 
C  O  per  cent,  as  Bhur  :  the  average  depth  to  water  is  51  feet.  Barley 
occupies  81  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands,  against  13  per  cent,  of  wheat. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  wells  are  salt,  54'4  per  cent,  of  thcChahi 
lands  being  irrigated  from  salt,  32  per  cent,  from  brackish,  and  only  13  6 
per  cent  from  sweet  wells  :  the  water  in  the  wells  classed  as  brackish  is 
generally  saltcr  than  in  the  wells  so  classed  in  all  the  other  circles 
except  Chak  Palhawas  and  the  salt  wells  are  frequently  impregnated 
with  some  amount  of  kallar ;  while  the  comparative  excellence  of  the 
land  unites  to  cause  the  crops  thus  watered  to  burn  up  more  rapidly 
than  they  would  do  on  lighter  soils.  If  the  rains  are  sufficient  to  dis- 
solve the  kallar  and  to  enable  the  seed  to  sprout  without  irrigation,  the 
produce  in  excellent,  otherwise  it  is  inferior.  C3  per  cent,  of  the  l&os  are 
on  pakka  and  37  per  cent,  on  katcha  wells.  There  is  no  natural  irriga- 
tion. Of  the  unirrigated  soils  218  per  cent,  is  classed  as  Bhur  (this  is 
an  average  not  very  good  Bhur,  similar  to  that  in  Chaks  P&lhfLwa\ 
Rewari  and  Mundhi) ;  66  per  cent,  as  Magda,  which  in  this  circle  isliko 
that  in  Chak  Shahjahanpur  generally  of  good  quality,  a  fact  borne 
witness  to  by  the  larger  cultivation  of  gram  and  jowdr  :  while  12  2  per 
cent,  is  Narmot  of  fair  average  quality.  The  staple  crops  of  the 
unirrigated  lands  are  gram  19  per  cent.,  jowar  15  per  cent.,  bajra  35  5 
per  cent,  and  autumn  pulses  26  per  cent. ;  cotton  and  unirrigated  barley 
are  little  sown.  For  the  unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  and  Magda, 
I  adopt  the  same  rates  as  in  Chak  Shahjah&npur,  and  for  Bhur 
Vp  0  a  roto  appropriate  to  i+s  quality  of  a  rather  inferior  average 
Bhur.  The  Chain  rate  has  been  lowered  with  reference  to  the  large 
projjoruou  oi  uio  -salt  and  brackish  wells  above  desciibed. 
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The  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce,  as  estimated  in  Form  D. 
is  Rs.  50,521,  the  existing  assessment  being  Rs.  53,1 49,  and  the  result  of 
application  of  my  rates  as  detailed  below  is  Rs.  49,711,  being  a  decrease 
of  U  5  per  cent    My  rates  are  — 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi    2    6  0 

TJnirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  1    6  0 

Magda    13  0 

Bhur    0  12  0 

Fallow    0  12  0 

26.    Section  277. — Chak  Palhawas  is  a  circle  in  the  centre,  and 
Chak  P'lh'waa  north  of  the  tahsil  with  a  total  area  of  29,070 

acres:  in  the  general  character  of  its  soils  it 
is  very  similar  to  Chaks  Rewari  and  Mundhi,  40  per  cent,  being  a  light 
sandy  Magda  and  55  per  cent,  an  average  not  very  good  Bhur,  while 
only  5  per  cent,  is  classed  as  Narmot :  it  differs  from  those  circles  in 
the  much  greater  prevalence  of  salt  wells,  which  too  are  as  in  Chak 
Magda  salt,  frequently  impregnated  with  kallar,  while  it  differs  from  that 
circle  in  the  lighter  character  of  its  soils.  Of  the  well  lands  157  per 
cent,  are  classed  as  Narmot,  55  5  per  cent,  as  Magda  and  28  8  per  cent 
as  Bhur.  63  9  per  cent,  are  irrigated  from  salt,  19  9  per  cent,  from  brackish 
and  162  per  cent,  from  sweet  wells.  53  per  cent,  of  the  laos  are  on  pakka 
and  47  per  cent  on  katcha  wells.  13  per  cent  of  the  well  irrigated 
produce  is  wheat  and  83  per  cent,  barley.  As  compared  with  Chak 
Magda  salt,  the  salt  wells  in  this  circle  would  from  lightness  of  the  soil 
give  better  results  in  seasons  of  scanty  rain,  but  the  yield  would  bo 
inferior  to  that  circle  when  rain  was  abundant.  Of  the  unirrigated  lands, 
25  per  cent,  are  Narmot,  generally  of  very  fair  quality,  36'2  per  cent, 
the  light  Magda,  and  61  3  per  cent,  the  average  Bhur  noted  above.  Tho 
staple  crops  are  bajra  22  4  and  autumn  pulses  62  2  per  cent,  against 
gram  5  6  per  cent,  and  jowar  1*5  per  cent. 

My  proposed  rates  for  the  unirrigated  soils  are  the  same  as  those 
given  by  me  in  other  circles  for  soils  of  tho  same  qualities  in  their 
respective  classes.  My  well  rates  are  rather  lower  than  in  Chak  Magda 
salt,  the  percentage  of  salt  wells  being  here  rather  larger,  and  the 
produce  on  the  sweet  wells  being  smaller,  owing  to  the  lighter  character 
of  the  soils.   The  depth  to  water  too  is  a  little  greater  in  this  circle. 

My  proposed  rates  are— 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi              ...  2   4  0 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  16  0 

Magda    10  0 

Bhur    0  12  0 

Fallow    0  12  0 

These  yield  Rs.  29,574,  being  an  increase  of  five  per  cent,  the 
estimated  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce  is  Rs.  28,794.   •  * 
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27.   Section  278.— Chak  Re  war  i  is  situated  in  the  south -east  of 

Ch»k  Rewfri.  ^e  tans^  an(*  stains  41  villages  with  a  total 

area  of  25,266  acres.  51  per  cent,  of  the  lands 
are  classed  as  Bhur  and  46  per  cent  as  Magda,  generally  very  light  and 
sandy ;  only  3  per  cent,  is  entered  as  Narmot  or  Chiknot.  The  average 
depth  to  water  in  the  wells  is  42  feet ;  most  of  the  wells  are  brackish 
and  sweet,  the  water  in  the  former  not  being  of  a  nature  to  affect  the 
yield  unfavorably;  47  2  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  are  irrigated  from 
brackish,  30*5  per  cent,  from  sweet,  and  22  3  per  cent,  from  salt  wells, 
these  last,  though  inferior  to  the  brackish  wells,  are  not  so  salt  as  in 
Chaks  Palhawas  and  Magda  salt,  and  the  lightness  of  the  soils  conduces 
to  equalize  their  produce  with  that  of  the  other  wells.  7  4  per  cent  of 
the  well  lands  are  Chiknot  and  Narmot,  04*7  per  cent.  Magda  and  27  9  per 
cent.  Bhur.  Of  the  well  irrigated  crops  wheat  forms  13  2  per  cent,  and 
barley  76  7  per  cent.  79  5  per  cent,  of  the  laos  are  on  pakka  and  20  5 
per  cent,  on  katcha  wells. 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands  1*8  per  cent,  are  Narmot  of  fair  average 
quality,  41*4  per  cent.  Magda  sandy  and  inferior  and  56  per  cent,  a  not 
very  good  average  Bhur.  Owing  to  the  inferiority  of  the  soil,  only  5  7 
per  cent,  of  gram  and  46  per  cent,  of  jowftr  appear  in  the  produce  state- 
ment of  the  unirrigated  soils,  against  257  per  cent,  of  bajra  and  57  3 
per  cent,  of  autumn  pulses.  The  unirrigated  soils  being  similar  to  those 
in  Chak  Palhawas  may  be  assessed  at  the  same  rates.  But  the  irrigated 
rate  is  of  course  higher :  I  have  fixed  it  at  Rs.  2-10-0  after  taking  into 
consideration  the  percentages  and  character  of  the  sweet,  brackish  and 
salt  wells,  the  nature  of  the  irrigated  lands  and  the  depth  of  water. 

My  rates  then  are— 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi    2   10  0 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...        16  0 

Magda         ...       ...       ...       ...        10  0 

Bhur  and  fallow  0    12  0 


28.   Section  279.-Chak  Mundhi  is  a  circle  of  23  villages  with  a 
Chak  M  dhi  total  area  of  26,068  acres.    It  is  in  the  north- 

an    *  west  centre  of  the  tahsil,  separated  by  Chak 

Magda  salt,  from  Chak  Rewari,  which  it  resembles :  2  5  per  cent,  of  its 
lands  are  fair  average  Narmot,  31  per  cent,  a  sandy  inferior  Magda  and 
66*5  per  cent,  a  not  very  good  average  Bhur. 

The  average  depth  to  water  is  62  feet :  9'2  per  cent,  of  the  well 
lands  are  Narmot,  52  8  per  cent.  Magda,  and  38  per  cent.  Bhur.  27*6 
per  cent,  are  irrigated  from  sweet,  40  per  cent,  from  brackish,  and  32  4 
per  cent,  from  salt  wells.  Wheat  is  7*7  per  cent,  of  the  Chhhi  produce 
and  barley  87  5  per  cent.  As  in  Chak  Rewari,  the  water  in  the  brackish 
wells  is  not  unfavorable  to  the  produce :  but  comparison  of  the  two  circles 
shows  that  the  wells  are  deeper,  the  percentage  of  irrigation  from  salt 
wells,  and  the  proportion  of  Bhur  in  the  well  lands  rather  larger,  and 
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of  the  wheat  crops  rather  smaller  than  in  Chak  Rewari :  the  salt  wells 
too  in  this  circle  are  rather  inferior  to  those  in  Chak  Rewari  :  62*2  per 
cent  of  the  laos  are  on  pakka,  and  37'8  per  cent  on  katcha  wells.  Of 
the  dry  soils,  Bhur  forms  711  per  cent,  Magda  27  5  per  cent,  and 
Narmotonly  1*4  percent :  the  main  staples  are  autumn  pulses  661  per 
cent,  and  bajra  20'4  per  cent;  gram  is  only  8*8  per  cent,  and  jowar  1*4  per 
cent  The  bar an i  soils  may  be  assessed  at  the  same  rates  as  those  in 
Chak  Rewari:  they  are,  if  anything,  a  little  bettei  of  their  respective  sorts 
than  those  in  that  circle,  an  advantage,  however,  counterbalanced  by 
the  greater  distance  from  Rewari.  The  well  lands,  however,  will,  from 
the  reasons  above  given,  be  somewhat  more  lightly  assessed  than 
that  circle. 


My  rates  then 

Rs.  A.  P, 

Chahi    2    8  0 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot ...  16  0 

Magda         ...       ...       ...       ...  10  0 

Bhur    0  12  0 

Fallow   0  12  0 

The  Chahi  rate  is  the  same  as  in  Chak  Hill,  compared  with  which 
the  depth  to  water  is  here  rather  less,  and  the  well  lands  superior,  but 
the  percentages  of  sweet,  brackish  and  salt  wells  less  favorable. 

The  assessment  resulting  from  my  rates  is  Rs.  25,059,  an  increase 
of  6*1  per  cent  on  the  present  demand.  My  estimate  of  the  value  of 
one-sixth  the  gross  produce,  as  given  in  Form  D,  is  Rs.  24,456. 

#  *  •  •  * 

29.  Section  280.— If  compared  with  those  proposed  by  me  in  other 

tahsils,  my  rates  for  the  unirrigated  soils  will 

on  the  ^  foun(j  i0  resemble  those  given  elsewhere  for 
soils  of  similar  quality,  but  the  well  irrigated 
rates  will  appear  to  be  rather  higher  in  this  tahsfl,  especially  if  the 
average  depths  to  water  and  the  percentages  of  sweet,  brackish  and 
salt  wells  be  noted.  The  higher  rates  in  Rewari  are  due  to  the  greater 
care  here  bestowed  on  well  irrigation  :  89  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands 
having  been  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement  and  93 
per  cent  being  manured. 

30.  Section  281. — I  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  fix  a  rate 
No  special  rate  for  waate.    f°r  culturable  waste  which  is  7 '35  per  cent  of 

the  total  culturable  area ;  where  advisable,  the 
assessments  of  villages  possessing  any  considerable  extent  o£  culturable 
waste  will  be  proportionately  raised ;  this  will  also  be  done  in  villages 
which  derive  an  income  from  their  unculturable  lands.  Pala  grows 
abundantly  on  the  lighter  soils,  except  near  the  Sahibi,  the  same  con- 
siderations with  reference  to  it  apply  here  as  in  tahsfl  Nub. 
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31.  Section  282.— Colonel  Davies  in  reviewing  the  report  su^ested 

Orders  on  this  report        AVtai  ious  ?m&[l  alterat«ons  of  the  proposed  °rates, 

the  tendency  generally  being  to  raise  the  Chahi 
and  diminish  the  Bhur  rates.  The  Financial  Commissioner,  however, 
thought  that  these  changes  were  unnecessary,  and  the  rates  were 
sanctioned  as  proposed,  subject  to  a  reduction  of  the  D&hri  rate  in  Chak 
Sahibi  from  Re.  1-12-0  to  Re.  1-10-0,  and  the  abolition  as  in  tahsil  Nuh, 
of  the  rate  on  fallow.  The  orders  on  the  report  were  contained  in  letter 
from  Settlement  Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner,  to  Secretary  to 
Government,  No.  97*  of  26th  September  1876\  and  the  Government 
reply  No.  1356  of  21st  November  1876. 

32.  Section  283.— The  standard  rates  sanctioned  for  this  circle 
Det ailed   assessment*  of 

Chak  Sahibi.  were,  per  acre— 

Rs.  A.  P, 

Chahi       ...          ...          ...     3    0  0 

Dahri       ...          ...          ...     1  10  U 

Unirrigated. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chiknotand  Narmot          ...     18  0 

Magda     ...           ..          ...     12  0 

Bhur       ...          ...          ..     0  12  0 

The  assessment  of  the  circle  at  these  rates  would  have  been* 
Rs.  63,193  ;  my  assessments  actually  announced  amounted  to  Rs.  63,326  ; 
of  this  Rs.  8  were  reduced  in  appeal  by  the  Commissioner,  leaving 
Rs.  68,318,  whioh  is  the  total  of  the  assessments  entered  in  the  village 
note  books ;  out  of  this  Rs.  276  must  be  deducted  as  maati  plots,  and 
Rs.  75  for  gardens,  total  Rs.  351,  leaving  Rs.  62,967  which  is  tho  total 
entered  in  Form  E.  Of  this  Rs.  1,355  is  assigned,  and  Rs.  .550  is  tem- 
porarily remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases  ;  the  immediate  khalisa 
demand  is  therefore  Rs.  61,062*  Most  of  the  assigned  revenue  is  jagiror 
istamrar,  and  was  included  in  the  former  jama  of  Rs.  61,334.  There  is 
no  such  difference  between  the  revenue  rate  jama  and  the  detailed 
assessments,  as  to  make  any  explanation  necessary. 

Section  284?.— The  standard  rates   sanctioned  for  this  circle 

Detailed  assessments, 
Chak  Kansaoti.  were — 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi       ...          ...          ...    3  0  0 

Unirrigated. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot           ...    1  8  0 

Magda     ...          ...         ...     1  2  0 

Bhur        ...          ...          ..     0  10  0 

  mii   

•  The  amount  entered  in  the  jamabandi  is  Ks.  5  more  than  this,  as  its.  5  was  remit- 
ted afterwards  on  a  garden  at  Dharuhera  with  effect  from  1879. 
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and  the  assessment  yielded  by  these  rates  was  Us.  26,717:  my  assess- 
ments on  the  villages  in  detail  amount  to  Rs.  27,323,  of  this  Rs.  84  is 
assigned  in  maati :  Rs.  41  is  remitted  on  account  of  gardens,  leaving 
Rs.  27,1  i)8  as  entered  in  statement  E;  of  this  Rs.  258  is  temporarily 
remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases.  There  are  also  Rs.  5  for  maafl 
included  by  mistake  in  khalisa.  The  immediate  khalisa  demand  is 
therefore  Rs.  26,935.    No  further  remarks  seem  necessary. 

Section   285.— The   sanctioned  standard  rates  for  this  circle 
ibjahiupur. 


Detailed  assessments,  Chak   


Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi      ...          ...          ...    3    0  0 

Unirrigated. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot           ...    16  0 

Magda     ...          ...          ...     13  0 

Bhur       ...          ...          ...     0  10  0 

The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  would  be  Rs.  11,141  ;  my 
assessments  after  allowing  for  a  reduction  of  Rs.  68  ordered  by  the 
Commissioner  on  appeal,  amount  to  Rs.  1 1,199,  which  is  the  assessment 
entered  in  village  statements:  of  this  sum  R\  1  is  remitted  on  account 
of  a  garden,  leaving  R3.  11,198,  which  is  the  assessment  entered  in  Form 
E,  and  Rs.  54  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases, 
leaving  Rs.  11,144  as  initial  demand.    No  other  remarks  seem  needed. 

Section  286.— The  revenue  rates  sanctioned   in  this  circle 

Detailed  assessments  of 
Chak  HilL  were— 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi       ...  ...  ...    2    8  0 

Unirrigated. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Magda      ...  ...         ...    1    0  0 

Bhur        ...  ..  ...    0  10  6 

The  revenue  rate  assessment  of  the  circle  is  Rs.  34,667  ;  my  assess- 
ments after  allowing  for  Rs.  352  reduced  by  the  Commissioner  on  appeal 
stand  at  Rs.  34,157 ;  of  this  sum  Rs.  141  is  assigned  in  maafi  plots  ; 
Rs.  1 1  is  remitted  on  account  of  a  garden,  leaving  Rs.  34,005,  which  is 
the  amount  entered  in  Form  E  ;  and  Rs.  293  is  temporarily  remitted  on 
account  of  protective  leases :  the  immediate  khalisa  demand  is  there- 
fore Rs.  33,712. 

The  assessment  very  nearly  equals  that  at  revenue  rates. 

Section  287.—The  sanctioned  standard   rates  for  this  circle 

Detailed  assessments  of   

Chak  Magda  Salt.  were— 
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Rs.  A.  P. 
2   6  O 

Umrrigated. 
Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...    1    6  0 

Magda      ...  ...  ...    1    3  0 

Bhur    ...    0  12  0 

At  these  rates  the  circle  assessment  would  have  been  Rs.  40,430 ; 
my  detailed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.  51,3*4:  of  this  Rs.  428  are 
assigned  in  maafi  plots  and  Rs.  21  released  on  gardens,  leaving 
Rs.  50,865  as  entered  in  Statement  E ;  of  this  again  Rs.  5,062  are 
istamrar  and  jagir,  and  Rs.  508  have  been  temporarily  remitted  <n  well 
leases :  the  immediate  khalisa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  45,295.  In  assess- 
ing this  circle,  I  found  that  I  was  able  to  go  above  my  rates,  as  so  large 
a  reduction  was  not  required  on  the  existing  assessment  as-  that  given 
by  the  rates. 

Section   288.— The  sanctioned  standard   rates  for  this  circle 

Detailed  assessments 
of  chak  PaiMwas.         were—  Rg  A.  P. 

Chahi       ...  ...  ...    2    4  0 

Umrrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...  1    6  0 

Magda      ...          ...  ...  1    0  0 

Bhur        ...          ...  ...  0  12  0 

The  assessment  of  the  circle  at  these  rates  would  amount  to 
Rs.  29,307:  my  detailed  assessments,  after  deducting  Rs.  81,  reduced 
by  the  Commissioner  on  appeal,  amount  to  Rs.  29,281  ;  of  this  Rs.  9  is 
maafi,  Rs.  18  is  remitted  on  account  of  gardens,  leaving  Rs.  29,254  as 
entered  in  Statement  E:  of  this  Rs.  69  is  temporarily  remitted  on 
account  of  protective  leases.  The  immediate  khalisa  demand  is  there- 
fore Rs.  29,185.   No  other  remarks  seem  needed. 

Section    289.— The     sanctioned      rates     for     this  circle 


Detailed  as~ 

Chak  Bewari.  ar0^  Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi   2  10  0 

Umrrigated. 
Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...    1    6  0 

Magda      ...  ...  ...    1    0  0 

Bhur  ....         ...    0  12  0 

The  circle  assessments  at  these  rates  amount  to  Bs.  22,415:  my 
detailed  assessments,  after  deducting  Rs.  566,  reduced  by  the  Commis- 
sioner on  appeal,  amount  to  Rs.  23,322.  Of  this  sum  Rs.  125  is  assigned 
on  maafi  plots,  and  Rs.  17  released  on  gardens,  leaving  Rs.  23,180  as  the 
amount  entered  in  Statement  E.  Of  this  Rs.  1,037  is  assigned  in  istamrar 
and  jagir,  and  Rs.  424  is  temporarily  remitted  on  leases,  Ra  204 
on  gardens,  must  also  be  deducted  leaving  as  the  immediate  khalisa 
demand  Rs.  21,465.  The  higher  assessment  imposed  on  the  town  of 
Bewari  was  the  main  cause  of  this  circle  being  assessed  above  rates. 
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Section  290.— The  standard  sanctioned  rates  for  this  circle 

Detailed   assessments  of  a_. 
ChakMundhi.  are~"  Rs.  A.  P. 

Chahi   2   8  0 

TJnirrigated. 

Chi  knot  and  Nan  not  ...  1    6  0 

Magda  ...         ...  ...  1    0  0 

Bhur     ...  ...  ...  0  12  0 

The  assessment  at  circle  rates  isRs.  24,838.  My  detailed  assess- 
ments amount  to  Rs.  24,925  :  of  this  Rs.  24  remitted  on  gardens 
and  Rs.  36  on  rna&fi  plots  must  be  deducted,  leaving  Rs.  24,865,  the 
amount  entered  in  Statement  E.  Of  this  Ra  910  is  jagir  and  Rs.  75  is 
temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases.  The  immediate 
khdlisa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  23,880  * 

Section  291.— -The  main's  and  jagfrs  of  Gurgaon  are  compara- 

Revenue  assignment.  feW  in  ?,Um^er'  bufc         rea,;h  in  amoun* 

the  respectable  figure  of  Rs.  44,001  yearly, 

distributed  thus:  Gurgaon  Rs.  12,795,  Rewari  Rs.  15,230,  Palwal 

Rs.  5,779,  Nuh  Rs.  4,824  and  Firozpur  Rs.  5,373. 

They  were  investigated  under  the  same  authority  us  those  of 
Delhi,  and  iu  very  few  cases  was  it  found  necesnary  to  refer  to  Govern- 
ment for  orders.  As  entered  in  the  registers  the  grants  are,  it  will  be 
seen  from  the  tabular  statement  given  below,  distributed  thus,  as  regards 
yearly  value — less  than  Rs.  5  — 38  :  between  Rs.  5  and  10  —  28  : 
between  10  and  20  —  29 :  between  Rs.  20  and  50  —32  :  between  Rs.  50 
and  100  — 12 :  and  above  Rs.  100  —25. 

The  four  transferable  jagfrs  held  in  perpetuity  in  Nuh  are  the  villa- 
ges Kangarka,  Madaxka,  Bharangpur,  and  part  of  the  township  of  Taoru 
held  by  the  Kazis  of  that  place.  The  assignment  has  come  down 
hereditarily  from  the  time  of  the  Kings.  Among  the  11  jagfrs  held  in 
perpetuity  but  not  transferable  of  more  than  Rs.  100  in  value  may  be 
mentioned  that  of  Farukhnagar  and  Sewaxi  held  by  Suraju-dln  Haidar, 
son  of  Captain  Mufti  Tafazzal  Hosain  Khan  ;  and  the  four  villages 
Burani,  Phadaii  i,  Kutbpuri,  Gurkawas,  and  \  share  of  Kanhauri  held  by 
the  Saiyids  of  Turkiawas  in  Rewari.  The  village  of  Jellalpur  in  Palwal 
is  held  for  life  by  the  four  sons  of  Nanne  Sing.  In  drawing  up  the  registers 
trouble  was  experienced  in  obtaining  the  descriptive  roll  of  some  of  the 
maafidars,  and  blanks  accordingly  were  left  here  and  there  to  be  filled, 
from  time  to  time,  as  opportunity  was  offered  to  the  District  authorities. 
But  the  amounts  concerned  in  the  grants  are  generally  so  small  that  it 
would  hardly  be  worth  while  for  any  one  to  personate  a  life  ma£fidar. 
The  detailed  results  of  the  investigation  may  be  thus  abstracted :  separate 
registers  in  English  and  Urdu  have  been  drawn  up  for  each  tahsfl. 

*  Note— Fifteen  villages  assessed  in  tahsils  Nuh  and  Gurgaon  were  afterwards 
transferred  to  this  tahsii.  The  previous  demand  in  these  was  Rs.  10,454,  the  revenue  rate 
demand  Rs.  13,493,  and  the  present  khilisa  demand  after  allowing  for  Rs.  665  reduced 
On  appeal  is  Rs.  12,664.  I  had  intended  to  include  there  villages  in  their  original  circles 
on  comparing  the  result  of  the  assessments  and  of  the  rates  :  but  this,  I  find,  has  not 
been  done,  as  the  final  figures  were  not  ready  when  I  left  for  Eugland. 
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Section  292. — The  assessments  were  generally  well  received  by 

the  people ;  most  of  the  villages  which  seemed 
Assessments  how  received    discontented  with  the  new  jam&s  appealed, 
by  the  people.  ^  ^  numbcr  of  appeala  Wft3  6jj  of 
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which  31  were  successful.  There  were  most  complaints  against  my  jamas 
in  the  country  south  of  Bahora,  in  Chak  Farukhnagar,  and  in  the 
extreme  west  of  Rewari,  all  being  tracts  possessing  a  good  deal  of  very 
bad  Bhur ;  here  many  villages  appealed  and  got  their  jamas  reduced  :  I 
seem  to  have  fallen  into  the  usual  mistake  ot*  inexperienced  Settlement 
Officers,  and  not  sufficiently  recognized  the  very  small  profits  obtained 
from  these  very  poor  soils.  Preparations  were  made  for  farming  three 
villages,  but  eventually  all  engaged. 

Section  293.  —The  new  assessments  came  into  force  in  the  khanf 


was  an  absolute  failure.  The  Deputy  Commissioner  wrote  that  four- 
fifths  of  the  district  presented  the  appearance  of  a  barren  desert,  and 
certainly  during  the  short  tour  which  I  was  able  to  make  in  October 
1877 1  passed  through  many  villages  in  which  there  was  absolutely 


Delhi  distiict,  of  which  I  at  that  time  also  held  charge,  I  soon 
noticed  a  great  difference :  there  some  rain  had  fallen,  and  although 
it  was  poor,  there  was  a  harvest :  in  Gurgaon  there  ordinarily  was 
none.  Even  the  well  lands  gave  but  a  scanty  yield,  owing  to  the 
long  continued  dry  heat,  and  in  many  instances  the  people  unaccustomed 
to  use  their  wells  in  the  kharif  did  not  turn  to  them  until  too  late. 
Rain  fell  early  in  October  1877 ;  and  by  the  aid  of  that  and  of  the  rain 
which  fell  later,  a  large  area  was  sown  for  the  rabi,  but  hot  dry  winds 
prevailed  throughout  February  and  March,  and  the  out-turn  of  the 
harvest  was  vtry  poor.  In  1878,  up  to  the  end  of  August  there  was 
every  prospect  of  an  abundant  kharif  harvest,  but  then  again  came 
drought,  and  the  out-turn  of  all  the  crops  was  small,  except  that  of 
bajra,  which  is  the  first  to  ripen,  and  so  was  then  the  furthest  advanced. 
From  the  beginning  of  September  there  was  practically  no  rain  till  the 
end  of  February :  the  result  was  that  except  on  the  lands  watered  from 
canals  and  wells,  the  rabi  was  very  poor.  The  crops  on  Dahri  lands 
were  very  light,  and  on  the  uninigated  lands  there  was  ordinarily  no 
crop.  The  kharif  of  1879  was,  I  believe,  good,  and  a  good  rabi  is 
I  understand  expected  in  1880,  but  the  western  pait  of  the  district 
was  desolated  with  fever  in  the  autumn  of  1879. 

Section  294.— Gurgaon,  and  particularly   the  Meo  portion,  is 


even  by  a  large  percentage,  makes  but  comparatively  a  small  change  in 
the  income  of  such  a  proprietor  :  his  average  gross  income  beforehand, 
we  will  suppose,  was  Rs.  120  and  the  renting  value  of  his  holding 
Rs.  40 :  of  this  Rs.  120,  Rs.  20  may  be  deducted  on  account  of  expenses 
of  cultivation,  which  he  had  to  meet  in  cash,  and  Rs.  12  was  the 


further  to  the  north  into  the 
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Government  assessment.  The  income  left  to  him  for  subsistence  would 
in  that  case  be  Rs.  88 ;  of  which  all  but  some  Rs.  28  would  represent 
the  wages  of  his  labor  and  that  of  his  family.  If  his  assessment  is 
now  raised  to  the  full  amount  of  Rs.  20,  or  by  two-thirds,  his  living 
income  is  reduced  to  Rs.  80-  or  by  only  one-eleventh.  But  suppose 
that  iustead  of  an  increase  of  assessment  a  bad  season  falls  on  him 
and  he  only  raises  one-third  of  his  usual  produce,  his  gross  income  is 
reduced  to  Rs.  40,  and  when  he  has  met  the  necessary  expenses  of 
cultivation  and  paid  the  Government  revenue,  even  taking  this  at 
Rs.  12,  his  living  income  falls  to  a  very  narrow  sum  :  much  worse  is  his 
case  in  a  year  like  1877.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  harvests  are 
good,  his  income  expands  in  like  manner.  Such  men  are  necessarily 
exposed  to  great  fluctuations  of  prosperity,  and  unless  they  are  thrifty, 
aud  save  ths  surplus  of  good  seasons  to  meet  the  de6cit  of  bad  ones,  they 
inevitably  get  into  debt  when  their  crops  fail  If  the  failure  has  been 
severe,  they  must  borrow  to  live,  and  if  the  Government  demands  its 
fixed  cash  assessment  in  addition,  they  must  add  to  their  borrowings  to 
pay  this.  This  absolute  necessity  for  loans  puts  them  at  the  mercy 
of  the  money-lender,  and  the  terms  to  which  they  have  to  agree  are 
commonly  severe  in  the  extreme.  Fortunately  the  policy  of  our 
system  of  a  rigid  cash  demand  has  been  called  in  question,  and  is  now 
under  consideration  :  as  I  had  lately  an  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
views  on  the  subject  at  length,  I  shall  only  state  here  my  conviction  that 
when  the  harvests  fail,  as  they  did  in  1877-78,  it  is  unwise  in  the 
interests  of  both  Government  and  people  to  strictly  exact  the  Govern- 
ment demand ;  this  is  more  especially  true  of  the  Meo  tracts  of  Gurgaon, 
where  the  people  are  notoriously  improvident  and  the  population  is 
dense  ;  but,  as  I  have  elsewhere  stated,  I  am  inclined  to  give  a  much 
wider  range  to  the  principle  of  regulating  the  Government  demand 
with  some  regard  to  the  produce  of  the  seasons. 

Section  295.— In  September  1879  I  forwarded  the  Deputy  Com- 
The  working  of  the  new    missioner  a  Memorandum  in  which  I  gave  at 
assessments  during  1877-78   length  my  reasons  for  holding  that  one  kharif  in- 
and  1878-79.  stalment  ought  to  be  suspended  ;  my  recommen- 

dations were  supported  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  Commissioner, 
but  were  negatived  by  Mr.  Ouseley,  the  Financial  Commissioner,  who 
stated  that  he  could  not  entertain  any  such  general  proposition,  but 
that  cases  where  suspension  was  necessary,  which  would  probably  be 
comparatively  few,  must  be  fully  reported  on  and  submitted  for  orders. 
These  orders  were,  of  course,  obeyed  ;  such  villages  as  could  pay,  were 
refused  suspensions,  and,  as  I  had  anticipated,  most  villages  did  pay, 
but,  I  think,  at  a  disproportionate  cost  to  themselves.  As  bad  harvests 
followed  one  another  the  distress  became  very  severe  especially  in  the 
Meo  tracts.  To  the  land  revenue  demand  was  added,  in  1879,  the 
demand  on  account  of  settlement  parcha  fees,  amounting  to  Rs.  94,456  ; 
the  Government  held  that  these  fees  must  be  collected,  even  if  their 
collection  involved  remissions  of  the  land  revenue.  There  was  much 
correspondence  on  the  subject,  but  eventually  of  the  uncollected  balances 
Rs.  41,097  was  remitted  and  Rs.  69,326  suspended. 
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I  give  in  the  following  table  the  amount  remitted  in  each  assess- 
ment circle,  and  the  proportion  it  bears  to  the  total  revenue  assessed  : — 
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Remarks. 


8ection  296.— Early  in  1879  a  special  inquiry  into  the  circumstances 
c«nlt  of  a  special  en-    & tne  villages  in  the  Fi'rozpur  valley  was  made 


quiry  into  thecircurostancea 
of  certain  villages  in  Flroz- 
pur. 


by  Mr.  Wilson  under  the  orders"  of  Colonel 
Davies,  Commissioner  of  Delhi.  Mr.  Wilson  sub- 
mitted a  very  full  report,  which  was  reviewed 
by  Colonel  Davies  as  Additional  Financial  Commissioner.  Colonel 
Davies  came  to  the  conclusion  that  beyond  remitting  arrears  of  revenue, 
and  reducing  the  jamas  of  six  villages  by  Rs.  547,  and  of  one  estate  by 
Rs.  78  for  five  years,  no  other  action  was  necessary.  He  held  that  the 
people,  if  unburdened  with  arrears'  of  revenue  and  favored  by  good 
seasons,  would  be  able  to  pay,  without  difficulty,  the  revenue  which  bad 
been  assessed  on  them,  but  that  it  would  be  incumbent  on  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  to  watch  very  carefully  the  condition  of  the  agricultural 
population  in  the  parts  which  had  suffered  most  severely  in  the  late 
drought,  and  not  to  allow  the  enforcement  of  harsh  or  injurious  coercion. 

The  correspondence  was  forwarded  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  who, 
in  returning  it,  noted  his  concurrence  in  the  view  of  the  Additional 
Financial  Commissioner,  that  the  best  remedy  for  distress  arising  from 
bad  seasons  in  such  tracts  as  the  Landoha  country,  is  to  grant  suspensions 
of  the  revenue  demand,  when  necessary,  and  to  grant  remissions  for 
prolonged  distress  arising  from  a  succession  of  bad  seasons, 
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-  'Section  297. — I  liave  not  seen  the  district  since  the  end  of  1877, 

but  I  understand  that  the  resources  of  very 

n^ent8remarkS  "  th6   ma°y  viHages,  especially  in  the  Meo  tracts,  have 

been  very  greatly  crippled  since  I  aasessed 
them,  by  the  disastrous  effects  of  the  years  1877-78  and  1878-79.  Provid- 
ed that  the  district  is  notagain  soon  visited  with  bad  seasons,  I  believe 
that  villages  which  have  not  been  so  crippled  as  to  be  unable  to  cul- 
tivate all  their  lands,  will  recover.  As  I  have  before  observed,  the 
fluctuations  aro  not  all  on  one  side,  and  in  good  seasons  these  small 

{>roprietary  communities  flourish  exceedingly.  Men  who  have  in  the 
ate  drought  got  deeply  entangled  with  the  money-lender,  and 
entered  into  obligations  on  onerous  terms,  will  not  be  able  to  easily 
extricato  themselves  ;  but  in  their  case  the  mischief  is  done,  and,  for  th© 
reasons  before  given,  the  relief  which  would  be  afforded  to  them  by 
any  reduction  of  the  revenue  would  be  comparatively  small.  If  bad 
seasons  come  again  before  the  district  has  recovered,  the  Government 
will  have  to  exercise  great  liberality  in  the  matter  of  remissions  in 
order  to  avoid  a  permanent  loss.  Since  I  assessed  the  district,  I  have, 
as  Settlement  Secretary  to  the  Financial  Commissioner,  studied  the 
assessments  of  many  other  parts  of  the  Punjab  ;  and  I  am  of  opinion 
that,  as  compared  with  the  assessments  in  most  of  the  Punjab  proper, 
the  demand  is  a  full  one.  The  Delhi  territory  generally  seems  to  have 
been  always  more  highly  assessed  than  the  Punjab.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  settlement  is  too  high,  provided  that  it  is  properly  worked  with 
a  due  recognition  of  the  effect  of  bad  seasons  on  the  people.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  should,  I  think.have  no  hesitation 
in  recommending  reductions  in  particular  villages,  where  experience 
shows  that  I  over-estimated  the  revenue-paying  power  of  the  estates,  or 
where  the  owners  have  been  since  so  crippled  that  they  are  unable  to 
recover  without  such  assistance.  That  with  no  previous  settlement 
experience,  I  should,  in  assessing  1,204  villages,  have  in  some  cases 
fallen  into  error,  is  evidently  far  from  the  probable ;  but  I  do  not  think  that 
reductions  to  an  extent  that  would  materially  affect  the  result  of  the 
settlement  will  be  needed. 

instalments  for  the  pay-  Section  298. — The  dates  on  which  tho 

ment  of  the  revenue.  revenue  becomes  due  are — 

Kharif  harvest.  j  Rabi  harvest. 

15th  November.       15th  December.  |  15th  May.  15th  June. 

When  tho  assessments  had  been  announced,  I  procured  from  each 
Superintendent  a  statement  showing  for  each  village — 

(a)    the  proportions  in  which  the  revenue  nad  hitherto  been 

paid  at  each  harvest ; 
(6)    the  proportional  values  of  the  autumn  and  spring  crops 
grown  in  tho  year  of  the  settlement  measurements ; 

(c)  tho  proportions  in  which  the  headmen  wished  to  pay ; 

(d)  tho  proportions  recommended  by  the  Superintendent 
After  considering  these  figures,  I  passed  orders  as  to  the  future 

instalments  for  each  village,  generally  agreeing  to  the  wishes  of  the 
headmen,  unless  there  seemed  good  reason  to  the  contrary.  Tho 
proportions  of  tho  instalments  vary  exceedingly :   some  hill  villages 
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have  no  spring  crop,  and  pay  all  their  assessment  in  the  kharif ;  while 
some  low-lying  flooded  villages  pay  almost  the  whole  of  their  assessment 
in  the  rabi.     The  following  table  gives  the  general  result : — 
Statement  showing  the  amount  of  Governm  nl  demand  due  on  each  instalment 


of  1879  for  each  Assessment  Circle  of  Gurgaon  District. 


Rabi  1879. 
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3,076 
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4,897 
3,059 
2,148 
5,512 
5.260 
6,345 
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7,702 
3,169 

12.487 
1.972 
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4.307 
11,038 
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12.7(H) 
1,083 
16,424 
6,342 

4,481 
6.170 
3.290 
6.583 
6,129 
6,199 
2.683 
7.104 
3,640 
10.611 
2,002 

4,474 
6.159 
3,285 
6,572 
6.115 
5,186 
2,669 
7,091 
3.633 
10,586 
2,057 

8.955 
10,329 

6.575 
13.15.", 
10.24 1 
10,385 

6  352 
14,195 

7.273 
21.197 

1,119 

21.443 
12,301 
16,375 
19.290 
14.561 
21.423 

26,895 
p,.i.m> 
36,621 
10,461 

Total    . . 

45,959 

45,867 

91,816 

55  952 

56,827 

1,11,779 

2,03,595 
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6.976 
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7.764 

13.851 
6,336 

3,291 

8,603 
7,633 
6.951 
2.884 

19.962 
7,758 

13,816 
6,324 

3.285 

17,224 
16.280 
13.926 
6,769 
39.951 
15,522 
27,667 
12,660 

6.576 

6,765 
8.982 
4,203 
2.685 
9,568 
6.466 
8,511 
6,432 

2,747 

5.744 
8,965 
4,186 
2.5S3 
9,510 
6,461 
8.477 
6,424 

2,737 

11.509 
17.947 
8,389 
5.168 
19,108 

10,927 
16,988 
10,856 
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44,655 

—  •',■»  j  t» 

—  •  - 

Total    . . 

77,353 

77.216 

1.54,575 

63,259 

53,117 

1,06,376 

2  60,951 
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Bangar 
Bhuder 
Dahar 
hnarlar 

Khadar  Bangar 

43.335 
2,453 
4,081 
4,047 
7  568 

43,329 
2,449 
4.080 
4,054 
7.572 

86.664 
4,902 
8.161 
8.101 

15,140 

60,002 
3,878 
4.634 
2,059 
7,211 

69.998 
3,875 
4.530 
2.063 
7,211 

1,20,000 
7.763 
9,070 
4,122 
14,422 

2,06,664 
12,655 

17,231 

19  *>93. 

29,562 

Total    . . 

61,484 

61.481 

1,22.968 

77.681 

77,683,1,55,367 

2.78,335 
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19.682 
4,598 
28,899 
189 

19,629 
4,623 
28,946 
190 

39.211 
9,221 
57,845 
379 

31.713 
13.657 
27,691 
316 

31.746 
13,697 
27,737 
317 

63.459 
27,354 
65,428 
633 

1,02.670 
36,675 
1,13,273 
1,012 

53,268 

53,388 

1,06,656 

73,377 

73,497 

1,46,874 
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Transferred  from  Nuh 

7,405 

8,052 
13,306 

9.486 
13.845 

1,369 

7.394 

8,041 
13.296 

9.457 
13.796 

1,364 

14,799 
16,093 
26,601 
18.943 
27.641 
2,733 

5.372 
5.620 
11,956 
14.247 
23.038 
2,562 

6.356 
6,604 
11,940 
14,217 
22.982 
2,557 

10.728 
11.224 
23,896 
28,464 
46.020 
6.119 

25.527 
27,317 
60,497 
47,407 
73.661 
7,852 

• 

Total    . . 

63.463 

63,347 

1,06,810 

62,795 

62.C56 

1,25,451 

2,32,201 

Grand  Total 

2,91,533 

2,91,292 

6,82,825 

3,23,067 

3,22,780 

1.45,847 

12,28,672 
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Section  299. — As  soon  as  the  detailed  village  assessments  had  been 
Distribution  of  revenue     announced,  the  work  of  distributing  the  revenue 
on  holdings.  0n  holdings  was  taken  in  hand.  The  proprietors 

of  each  village  were  called  upon  to  give  in  a  petition  to  the  Superin- 
tendent, setting  forth  the  mode  in  which  they  wished  to  distribute 
their  revenue.  The  Superintendent  attested  this  petition  by  enquiry 
from  the  proprietors  presenting  it,  and  forwarded  it  to  the  Settlement 
Officer  for  orders,  with  a  report  stating  the  result  of  his  attestation,  f 
and  giving  some  account  of  the  former  mode  of  distribution,  and  the 
present  tenure  of  the  village.  The  Settlement  Officer  upon  this  passed 
orders  fixing  the  mode  in  which  the  distribution  was  to  be  made. 
Of  the  1,264  villages  in  the  district,  in  1,127  the  proprietors  were 
unanimous  as  to  the  mode  in  which  their  revenue  should  be  distributed, 
and  in  all  those  cases  the  Settlement  Officer  sanctioned  the  mode 
wished  for  by  them.  Of  the  137  cases  in  which  there  was  a  dispute, 
including  19  in  which  the  proprietors  at  first  agreed  as  to  the  mode  of 
distribution,  but  afterwards  quarrelled,  50  were  referred  to  arbitrators, 
either  chosen  by  the  parties  themselves  or  appointed  by  the  Settlement 
Officer,  and  in  22  of  these  cases  the  Settlement  Officer  accepted  their 
decision,  while  in  the  other  28  cases  he  set  aside  their  decision  and 
himself  fixed  the  mode  of  distribution.  In  most  of  these,  us  well  as  in 
most  of  the  remaining  87  disputed  cases,  which  he  decided  without 
the  help  of  arbitrators,  the  distribution  was  made  according  to  the  soil 
rates  fixed  for  the  village  for  purposes  of  assessment.  This  work  was 
commenced  and  completed  in  the  autumn  of  1877,  so  as  to  be  ready 
in  time  for  the  realization  of  the  khnrif  instalment.  A  good  deal  of  it 
had  to  be  practically  done  over  again  before  the  end  of  settlement  for 
several  reasons.  It  was  done  rather  hurriedly  in  order  that  Govern- 
ment might  not  lose  the  advantage  of  the  increase  of  revenue  in  the 
kharif  instalment  of  1877,  and  there  was  not  time  to  check  it  sufficient- 
ly before  it  was  first  acted  on.  Many  of  the  village  records  had  not 
been  finally  faired  and  checked,  and  corrections  afterwards  made  in 
the  areas  of  holdings  necessitated  in  many  cases  a  recalculation  of  the 
revenue  distribution.  Orders  had  not  been  passed  as  to  protective 
leases  for  wells,  gardens,  and  revenue-free  assignments,  and  afterwards, 
in  some  cases  deductions,  in  some  cases  additions  of  revenue  had  to 
be  made  for  them.  The  people  often  had  not  understood  thoroughly 
the  effect  of  the  distribution  at  first  proposed  by  them,  and  in  19  of 
the  villages  in  which  they  had  at  first  agreed  among  themselves  as  to 
the  mode  of  distribution,  disputes  afterwards  arose,  and  were  decided 
by  the  Settlement  Officer  after  full  enquiry,  sometimes  with  the  aid  of 
arbitrators,  and  in  several  cases  after  a  local  investigation  by  the 
Superintendent.  The  most  ordinary  form  of  dispute  was  whether 
the  revenue  should  be  distributed  over  the  sub-divisions  of  the  village 
according  to  the  traditional  shares  they  represented,  or  according  to  the 
area  and  quality  of  the  land  held  by  each  sub-division,  which  was  often 
found  to  differ  very  widely  from  the  share  supposed  to  be  represented. 
In  such  cases,  where  the  village  had  hitherto  paid  by  shares,  and  the 
land  held  did  not  differ  greatly  from  the  proportion  due  to  the  shares, 
the  customary  mode  of  paying  by  shares  was  adhered  to ;  but  where 
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tho  differenci  was  great,  the  distribution  was  made  according  to  the 
area  and  quality  of  the  land  held  by  each  sub-division  of  the  village, 
the  Settlement  Officer's  village  assessment  rates  being  usually  adopted  as 
the  basis  of  the  distribution.  As  a  general  rule,  where  the  revenue  was 
distributed  by  rates  varying  with  the  quality  of  the  soil,  the  classifi- 
cation of  soils  made  in  the  Settlement  Field  Register  for  assessment 
purposes  was  accepted  by  the  proprietors  as  the  basis  of  their  distribu- 
tion of  revenue ;  but  in  a  very  few  cases  they  insisted  on  a  distribution  of 
their  own,  the  usual  objection  in  such  cases  to  the  settlement  classification 
being  that  it  did  not  take  sufficient  note  of  the  different  qualities  of  the 
water  in  the  wells,  or  of  the  minuter  differences  between  soils  of  one 
general  quality.  In  not  a  few  cases,  individual  proprietors,  when 
they  found  how  much  revenue  they  had  to  pay,  objected  that  their  land 
had  been  classed  as  of  higher  quality  than  it  really  was,  or  that  too 
large  an  area  had  been  entered  as  irrigable  from  their  well  and  assessed 
at  irrigation  rates.  On  enquiry  into  such  cases  it  was  usually  found 
that  either  no  mistake  had  been  made  at  all,  or  that  no  substantial 
injustice  had  been  done,  but  in  some  instances  it  seemed  necessary  to 
alter  the  classification  so  far  as  it  affected  the  distribution  of  the  revenue 
on  the  fields  complained  about.  Another  cause  of  fierce  dispute  in 
one  or  two  villages  was  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors,  so  to  dis- 
tribute the  revenue  as  to  throw  an  unfair  proportion  of  it  on  the  lands 
held  by  hereditary  tenants  paying  only  land  revenue  and  cesses. 
In  such  cases  the  reasonable  objections  of  the  hereditary  tenants  were 
attended  to,  and  a  fair  distribution  made  on  all  lands  without  regard  to 
the  status  of  the  occupier,  whether  proprietor  or  tenant,  the  usual 
mode  of  settling  the  dispute,  being  to  take  the  Settlement  Officer's  village 
assessment  rates  as  the  basis  of  the  distribution. 


In  515  villages  the  distribution  was  made  throughout  on  ancestral 
shares,  without  regard  to  the  area  or  quality  of  the  land  held  by  the 
representatives  of  tho  shares.  In  89  villages  the  revenue  was  so 
distributed  over  the  sub-divisions  of  the  village,  but  within  the 
sub-divisions  was  made  to  vary  according  to  the  land  comprising  each 
holding.  In  632  villages  the  distribution  was  made  throughout 
according  to  the  land  forming  each  holding,  and  in  the  remaining  2» 
the  distribution  was  so  made  over  the  sub-divisions  of  the  village,  but 
Within  the  sub-divisions  was  made  "cm  shares.  Of  these  COO  villages  in 
which  the  primary  distribution  was  made  on  the  land,  in  43G  an  all- 
round  rate  on  the  land  recorded  as  cultivated,  or  on  the  cultivated 
and  fallow,  was  adopted ;  and  in  224,  soil-rates,  varying  according  to  the 
quality  of  the  soil,  were  made  the  basis  of  the  distribution.  Of  these 
224  cases,  in  6  the  Settlement  Officer's  village  assessment  rates  were 
adopted  by  the  proprietors,  in  73  they  were  imposed  on  them  by  order 
of  the  Settlement  Officer  in  decision  of  a  dispute,  and  in  145  villages 
soil-rates  proposed  by  the  proprietors  themselves,  or  by  arbitrators  or 
the  Superintendent,  were  sanctioned  by  the  Settlement  Officer.  It  seems 
that  it  was  not  generally  known  that  the  Settlement  Officer  had  fixed 
soil-rates  for  assessment  purposes,  or  no  doubt  those  rates  would  have 
been  more  generally  adopted  by  the  people.  Where  they  themselves 
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fixed  differential  soil-rates,  the  most  usual  modes  of  calculation  were— 
(1)  to  fix  a  rate  such  as  lis.  2  or  Re.  1-8-0  per  bigha  on  land  irrigated 
from  wells,  and  spread  the  rest  of  the  assessment  by  an  all-round  rate  on 
the  unirrigated  land,  (2)  to  fix  proportions  at  which  the  rates  should 
fall  on  the  different  classes  of  land,  such  as  land  irrigated  from  wells 
9  shares,  land  naturally  irrigated  4  shares,  unirrigated  land  2|  shares. 
Very  often  the  Bhxir  was  distinguished  from  the  other  soils  by  a  lighter 
rate.  Of  the  6G0  villages  in  which  the  distribution  was  made  accord- 
ing to  the  land,  in  507  the  land  held  in  common  {sh&ml&t)  was 
exempted  from  distribution,  the  whole  of  the  revenue  being  spread  over 
the  land  owned  separately  by  the  proprietors  (  maqbuza  malikan  ).  In 
such  cases  the  practice  generally  will  be,  that  the  income  of  the  common 
land  will  be  credited  to  the  land  revenue  of  the  whole  village,  and  tho 
remainder  only  levied  proportionally  on  tho  land  owned  separately.  In 
all  cases  dohti  and  bhonda  tenures,  which  are  in  their  nature  revenue- 
free,  have  been  exempted  in  the  distribution. 

In  some  cases  a  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  distributing  the 
land-revenue  remitted  for  a  term  of  years  on  account  of  a  protective  well- 
lease.  Where  the  revenue  is  distributed  according  to  differential  soil-rates, 
of  course  the  amount  remitted  is  simply  deducted  from  the  amount 
charged  on  the  area  attached  to  the  well ;  but  where  the  distribution  is 
made  by  an  all-round  rate  without  regard  to  the  quality  of  tho 
soil,  or  is  made  on  shares  without  regard  to  the  land  held,  the 
only  fair  way  is  to  grant  the  remission  to  the  whole  village  by 
an  all-round  rate  or  according  to  shares.  In  all  cases  in  which  protective 
well-leases  have  been  granted,  a  note  has  been  made  in  the  Register  of 
Holdings  (Jchewat  khatauni)  showing  the  amount  of  revenue  payable  on 
each  holding  for  the  first  year  of  settlement,  and  the  amount  which  will 
be  payable  on  each  holding  on  the  expiry  of  each  well-lease. 

The  file  of  enquiry  into  the  mode  in  which  the  revenue  was  to  be 
distributed  is  preserved  for  each  village  in  the  district  office,  and  a  full 
description  of  the  mode  of  distribution  finally  sanctioned  and  acted 
upon  in  the  record,  is  given  in  section  5  of  the  Village  Administration 
Paper. 

In  the  Administration  Paper  of  1,054  villages,  an  agreement  is 
recorded  that  in  no  case  will  the  mode  of  distribution  of  the  revenue  be 
changed  during  the  currency  of  the  settlement,  and  in  210  it  is  recorded 
that  it  will  not  be  changed  until  all,  or  the  majority  of,  the  proprietors 
agree.  It  seems  probable  that  in  most  of  these  cases  the  people  did  not 
understand  the  full  effect  of  this  agreement,  and  much  hardship 
may  bo  caused  hereafter,  if  it  be  interpreted  to  prohibit  a  re-dis- 
tribution of  the  revenue.  It  should  be  set  aside  where  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  is  satisfied  that  justice  demands  a  re-distribution.  * 

In  this  process,  as  everywhere  else,  the  tendency  to  progress  from 
traditional  community  to  individual  responsibility,  from  status  to 
contract,  is  conspicuous.  In  257 villages,  in  which  formerly  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  revenue  was  made  according  to  shares  without  regard  to  the 
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land  hold,  it  has  now  been  made  according  to  the  area  and  quality  ©f 
the  land  composing  each  holding,  thus  making  the  owner's  individual 
responsibility  correspond  with  his  individual  rights  and  marking  it  off 
more  clearly.  In  only  73  cases  has  the  contrary  change  been  made  from 
a- distribution  on  land  to  a  distribution  by  shares. 

The  following  statement  shows  in  detail  for  each  tahsfl  some  of 
the  facts  above  summarised  for  the  whole  district : — 


Taiisil. 

Villages  in  which  there  was 
either  no  distribution,  or  in 
which  the  distribution  was 
made  throughout  on  shares 
without  regard  to  the  nreaor  j 
quality  of  the  land  held. 

I  Villages  in  which  thercTcnue 
was  distributee!  on  the  sub*  1 
divisions  of  the  villages  by 
shares,  but  within  the  sub- 
divisions on  the  land. 

■S  2~  2 

*•  e  si 
S«fi 

Villages  in  which  the  distri- 
bution was  raa/lc  throughout 
according  to  the  land  com- 
prising each  holding. 

Yitlage*  included 
in  tluHfro  previous 
columns  tn  which 
the  distribution  on 
the  land  was  by 

Villages  in  wh 
bution  was  mi 
divisions  ncc( 
land  held  and 
divisions  on  si 

All-round  rate. 

Soil-rates. 

Gureaon  . . 
Kewdri  .* 
Palwal     . . 
Nuh 

FIrozpur  .. 

131 
202 
87 
66 
39 

18 

a 

10 

32 
24 

1 

26 
2 

••• 
•  •• 

77 
77 
96 
201 
181 

38 

•  •• 

88 
177 
133 

40 
102 
10 
24 
28 

Total  district. 

615 

89 

28 

632      |  436 

224 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  Rewtri.  where  the  soil*  are  generally  naturally  poor,  and  the  well  cultivation 
Is  of  great  importance,  in  no  village  hat  an  all-ronnd  rate  been  adopted  ;  Gnrgnon  la  the  tahxll  most  nearly 
r-sHtnblinjf  Rewiri,  and  there  too  the  village*  uiing  soil-rate-  are  in  the  majority  ;  in  the  other  tab  alls  and 
most  markedly  in  Palwal  and  Nub,  the  well  cultivation  ia  of  minor  importance,  and  the  soils  are  mare 
generally  uniform  In  oharacter,  and  there  the  all-round  rate  greatly  predominates. 

Section  300. — The  clause  about  remission  incase  of  submersion  men- 
Conditions  as  ta  remission    tioned  in  para.  212  has  been  entered  in  the 
in  case  of  submersion.  administration  papers  of  97  villages ;  it  will  en- 

able the  Deputy  Commissioner  to  suspend  the  demand  at  once  ia 
anticipation  of  final  orders,  but  the  remission  will  have  to  be  reported 
for  orders  in  the  usual  manner,  as  the  revenue  affected  is  on  the  regular 
fixed  rent-rolL 


CHAPTER  VIII.— Miscellaneous. 

• 

Section  301. — In  the  extract  from  my  revenue  rate  report  for 
Notice  of  the  arrange-    tahsil  Firozpur,  para.  10,  it  is  noted  that  the 
ments  made   with    the    respective  rights  of  the  zaniind&rs  of  the  Alwar 

menUo^tLaSonabank"    8tafce  and  of  the  Firozpur  tahsil  to  the  waters 

of  the  Landoha,  have,  on  previous  occasions, 
formed  the  subject  of  correspondence.  For  convenience  of  reference  I 
here  give  a  copy  of  paras.  8  to  13  of  Mr.  Gubbin'a  Settlement  Report  of 
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1836  (Appendix  E  of  statistical  account  of  Gurgaon),  and  of  the  accom- 
panying map ;  the  most  important  letters  of  the  correspondence,  which 
terminated  in  this  settlement,  will  be  found  in  the  printed  correspon- 
dence— Proceedings  of  Government  Punjab,  Foreign  Department 
No.  1,  of  1877,  forwarded  to  the  Settlement  Officer,  Gurgaon,  for  record 
by  Commissioner  Delhi,  Memo,  of  29th  October  1877. 

8.  Courses  of  the  Landoha  stream 

Annexed  to  this  report  is  a  plan  •  of  the  beds  of  thin  stream,  for  which  I  am  indebted 
to  Lieutenant  Western,  Engineers  ;  shewing,  first,  its  original  and  natural  course  into  the 
Firozpur  valley  ;  secondly,  the  course  it  took  after  the  re-coostruction  of  the  bund  at  its 
head  by  the  authorities  of  Ulwar,  and  thirdly,  that  determined  by  the  recent  orders  of 
Government  in  the  Political  Department,  by  which  the  stream,  after  making  a  circuit 
through  a  part  of  the  Ulwar  territory,  is  brought  back  again  into  this  parganah  by  the 
newly  excavated  canal  near  Nowgong. 

9.  In  the  sketch,  A  A  A  A  mark  the  original  course  of  the  stream,  from  the  hills  of 
Ulwar  into  Firospur.  When  turned  by  the  bund,  near  its  source  (  marked  1  ),  it  then 
took  the  course  B  B  B  B,  to  the  bund  (marked  2)  commonly  called  the  Jaui  bund,  where 
formerly  its  waters  were  turned  either  through  the  sluice  in  this  bund  by  the  course  C  C 
into  the  Baragarh  parganah,  or  along  the  line  of  country  D  D  into  the  original  bed  of 
the  Nuddee  A  A,  which  enters  Firozpur  parganah  at  a  point  near  Nowgong.  Both 
the  bunds  N oh.  1  and  2  were  erected  by  the  Jauts  at  a  distant  period,  when  they  governed 
the  entire  surrounding  country  ;  and  a  pucka  sluice  in  the  latter,  enabled  them  to  regulate 
the  supply  of  water  to  be  passed  into  either  parganah. 

10.  But  when  these  districts  became  subject  to  separate  and  rival  interests,  the 
former  to  the  Nawab  of  Firospur  and  the  second  to  the  Rajah  of  Ulwar,  the  latter 
authorities  rebuilt  and  strengthened  the  bund  No.  1,  while  they  allowed  the  second  one 
to  go  to  ruin.  The  Landoha  stream,  in  consequence  for  several  yean  (lowed  through  the 
course  B  B  B,  and  along  the  dotted  channel  C  C,  into,  Ramgarh  parganah  ;  abandoning 
altogether  the  Firozpur  district :  because  the  higher  level  of  the  intervening  ground, 
along  the  line  D  D,  prevented  the  passage  of  the  water  in  this  direction. 

11.  By  the  recent  settlement  the  second  bund  has  been  restored,  and  a  canal  to 
facilitate  the  passage  of  the  water,  dog  along  the  course  D  I).  The  stream,  therefore,  after 
coursing  down  the  bed  B  B  B,  will  be  turned  by  the  second  bund  into  the  canal  D  D  ;  and 
rejoining  its  original  bed  A  A,  near  Kowgong,  flow  on  into  the  Firospur  valley. 

12.  By  this  arrangement,  a  supply  of  water  has  been  secured  to  this  parganah  in 
seasons  of  abundant  rain.  It  is,  however,  entirely  dependent  upon  the  maintenance  of 
the  second  bund,  by  which  the  stream  is  turned  off,  almost  at  a  right  angle,  towards 
Firozpur.  Should  this  embankment  be  destroyed,  almost  the  whole  body  of  water  will 
be  carried  by  the  force  of  its  direction  and  the  natural  level  into  the  Ramgarh  parganah. 
Being  of  earth,  it  will  not  only  require  repair  for  several  reasons,  but  it  is  further  much 
exposed  to  wilful  injury ;  and  being  situate  within  the  territory  of  the  Ulwar  Kajah,  it  is 
not  unlikely  that  this  may  be  attempted  by  those  villages  who  have  been  deprived,  by 
its  reconstruction,  of  their  former  supply  of  water.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  both  to 
provide  for  the  common  repairs  being  made  for  some  yecrs  to  come  and  to  secure  the  bund 
from  being  injured  during  the  rainy  season.  A  guard  should  be  stationed  there,  either  on 
our  part,  or  on  that  of  the  Ulwar  Raj. 

13.  The  supply  of  water  passed  into  Firozpur  is  much  diminished  by  a  nullah 
marked  SEE,  which  branches  off  from  the  Landoha  at  a  short  distance  before  it  reaches 
the  Jaot  bund  No.  2  ;  its  level  is  some  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  latter  stream  ;  so  that 
when  there  is  little  water  in  the  Landoha,  it  does  no  injury  ;  but  after  a  heavy  fall  of 
rain,  a  large  portion  of  the  water  that  ought  to  flow  into  Firozpur  escapes  through  it, 
southwards  into  the  Ramgarh  parganah.  This  nullah  appears  to  have  been  overlooked  in 
the  recent  settlement  of  the  stream.  There  can,  however,  be  no  doubt,  I  conceive,  but 
that  it  should  be  closed.  I  have  accordingly  addressed  the  Ulwar  Rajah  on  tbe  subject, 
and  should  he  object  to  comply  with  my  request,  i  shall  not  fail  to  bring  the  subject  to 
your  notice  in  a  separato  letter. " 

•  Wo  aeooupaor lag  ik  ton  ST*.  I 
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Early  in  1877 1  visited,  in  company  with  Major  Cadell,  V.  C,  Politi- 
cal Agent  of  Al  war ,  the  various  works  on  the  Landoha  mentioned  in  the 
correspondence  of  183G,  and  examined  the  adjacent  country  ;  and  we 
also  visited  together  an  embankment  at  a  place  called  Chnbar  Bonsai, 
which  had  been  thrown  across  the  main  tributary  of  the  Landoha.  We 
then  recorded,  separately,  the  view  we  each  took  of  the  respective 
rights  of  the  Al  war  and  Firozpur  people  in  the  stream,  and  subsequently 
we  met  in  conference  with  the  Commissioner  at  Delhi,  and  arrived  at 
a  decision,  which  was  sanctioned  in  letter  No.  1639,  dated  1st  Septem- 
ber 1877,  from  Under-Secretary  to  Government,  Punjab,  to  Secretary  to 
Financial  Commissioner.  The  results  of  our  joint  visit  and  of  the  sub- 
sequent arrangement  made,  were  as  follow  : — 

1.  Major  Cadell  ordered  the  demolition  of  two  small  earthen 
embankments,  which  had  been  thrown  across  tho  artificial  cutting  D  D 
in  the  map  accompanying  Mr.  dubbins'  report. 

2.  Major  Cadell  admitted  tho  responsibility  of  the  Al  war  state  to 
maintain  at  its  own  expense  the  embankment  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Gubbina  as  the  Jat  band ;  so  as  in  all  seasons  to  prevent  any  portion 
of  the  stream  passing  to  the  east  at  that  point. 

3.  Major  Cadell  ordered  the  destruction  of  a  small  earthen 
embankment,  which  had  been  thrown  across  the  stream  immediately 
above  the  mouth  of  the  channel  £  £  £  in  Mr.  Qubbins'  map. 

4.  The  treatment  of  the  channel  £  E  E  was  a  point  on  which 
we  were  at  first  unable  to  agree.  We  found  that  the  bed  of  this  chan- 
nel was  now  on  the  same  level  as  that  of  the  main  stream ;  and  that 
there  were  1,534  acres  shown  in  the  Alwar  settlement  records  as  irri- 
gated fiom  the  water,  which  here  made  a  detour  to  the  south,  only 
the  surplus  ultimately  reaching  by  another  course  the  Firozpur  tahsil. 
I  at  first  contended  that  the  entrance  to  this  channel  should  be 
closed  either  altogether,  or  by  a  masonry  embankment  three  feet  high, 
basing  ray  contention  on  the  argument,  that  before  the  decision  of 
the  case  in  1836,  the  Landoha  passed  through  the  channel  now  blocked 
by  the  Jat  band  into  the  Rasgan  jhfl,  the  overflow  of  which  supplied  the 
Firozpur  tahsil,  and  that  the  measures  then  sanctioned  were  intended 
to  prevent  the  stream  from  thus  flowing  in  the  direction  of  that  jhfl, 
and  were  incomplete  without  the  closing  of  the  channel  E  E  E,  which 
was  simply  another  passage  to  the  same  point ;  and  that  in  any  case  it 
Bhould  be  so  far  closed  as  to  restore  the  state  of  things  existing  in 
1838,  when  Mr.  Gubbins  wrote  that  its  bed  was  some  feet  above  tho 
bed  of  the  main  stream.  Major  Cadell,  on  the  other  hand,  at  first  opposed 
any  such  closure  on  the  ground  of  the  prescriptive  rights  acquired  by 
the  Alwar  villagers.  Finally,  it  was  arranged  in  the  conference  at 
Delhi  that  the  entrance  to  this  channel  should  be  partially  closed  by  a 
masomy  embankment  two  feet  high,  and  that  to  prevent  the  bed  of 
the  stream  at  this  point  being  lowered  below  its  present  level,  a  wall 
of  masonry  should  be  sunk  across  it,  at  right  angles,  immediately  below 
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the  site  of  this  masonry  embankment,  so  that  the  top  of  the  wall 
should  be  flush  with  the  present  bed  of  the  stream,  and  that  these 
works  should  be  carried  out  at  the  cost  of  the  Alwar  State. 

5.  With  reference  to  works  situated  higher  up  the  course  of  the 
stream,  it  was  ruled  that  no  interference  could  be  attempted  under  the 
principle  laid  down  in  1836,  in  accordance  with  the  following  recom- 
mendation by  Mr.  Gubbins  : — 

■  It  would,  in  my  opinion  allow  the  Alwar  Rajah  an  ample  share  of  the  water,  were  he 
permitted  to  irrigate  whatever  lands  belonging  to  him  are  sitaated  higher  up  the  stream 
than  the  point  where  in  its  natural  coarse  it  enters  our  territories,  obliging  him  at  the 
same  time  to  direct  all  the  water  he  did  not  so  use  into  its  old  channel  before  it  reached 
us,  and  not  allowing  him  to  turn  any  part  of  the  Naddi  into  the  Tribaini  jhil,  which  it 
situate,  as  regards  the  natural  channel,  lower  down  the  stream  than  our  territory." 


It  will  be  necessary  for  future  Deputy  Commissioners  to  keep 
themselves  assured  that  the  Alwar  zammdars  are  observing  the  con- 
ditions of  the  above  settlement ;  owing  to  the  deepening  of  the  channel 
there  is  not  now  much  danger  of  water  passing  to  the  east  at  the  Jat 
band  ;  the  main  point  to  be  observed  h,  that  the  agreement  as  to  the 
channel  E  E  E  is  properly  kept ;  a  plan  of  the  works  constructed  was 
sent  to  the  Settlement  Officer,  with  Political  Agent  Alwar's  letter 
No.  669  of  10th  November  1877,  and  a  copy  was  sent  to  the  Commis- 
sioner's office  for  record  with  Settlement  Officer's  No.  360  of  4th 
December  1877.  The  works  should  certainly  be  visited  every  year 
shortly  before  the  rains,  and  also  somewhat  later  during  the  rains,  as, 
unless  this  is  done,  there  will  be  reajon  to  fear  that  the  Alwar  zamin- 
dars, whose  interests  are  prejudiced  by  the  agreement  now  made,  will 
endeavour  to  secure  more  than  their  share  of  water,  either  by  an 
embankment  across  the  stream  just  above  the  mouth  of  the  channel 
E  E  E,  or  by  some  other  means.  The  right  of  making  such  inspection 
has  been  formally  admitted. 

Section  302. — Up  to  April  1878  the  majority  of  the  embankments 

Treatment  of  the  embank-  detailed  in  para.  15  were  in  the  charge  of  the 
menu  abandoned  by  the  Canal  Department,  but  as  they  were  financially 
Canal  Department,  and  of  the  unprofitable,  the  Government  determined  on 
and^na  eLTnk'meSr'1    relinquishing  them,  and  leaving  them  to  the 

people,  who  profited  by  them,  to  keep  them  up 
at  their  own  expense.  In  my  letter  to  the  Deputy  Commissioner, 
No.  370  of  18th  December  1877, 1  recorded  my  views  as  to  which  works 
it  would  be  advisable  to  keep  up,  if  possible,  and  which  would  probably 
be  abandoned.  I  left  the  district  immediately  afterwards,  and  there 
is  no  further  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  most  of  the  embankments  ; 
at  the  time  I  wrote  it  seemed  improbable  that  the  people  would  care 
to  keep  up  most  of  the  embankments,  as  many  of  them  either  caused 
deposits  of  sand,  or  had  a  tendency  to  turn  salt  the  lands  on  which 
the  water  was  retained ;  but  perhaps  the  late  dry  soasons  may  have 
made  them  more  ready  to  combine  for  their  maintenance.  In  most 
cases  the  initiative  may  be  left  entirely  to  them,  although  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  might  well  help  in  effecting  the  necessary  combinations, 
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■where  several  villages  are  interested  in  one  work.  In  the  case  of  two 
seta  of  works,  special  arrangements  have  been  made,  and  these  will  now 
be  noticed. 

It  was  evidently  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity  to  arrange  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  works,  which  drain  the  Chandeni  jhil  and  divert 
the  drainage  of  the  Firozpur  valley  from  the  Kotila  jhil,  and  with  the 
waters  from  both  these  sources,  which  would  otherwise  have  hopelessly 
swamped  the  Kotila  jhil,  flood  the  country  round  and  south  of  Ujina. 
The  question  as  to  what  arrangements  should  be  made  was  debated  in  a 
correspondence  which  closed  with  letter  from  Secretary  to  Government, 
to  Secretaty  to  the  Financial  Commissioner,  No.  745  of  lGth  June  1879. 
The  arrangements  made  were  briefly  these :  the  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner of  Gurgaon,  for  the  time  being,  was  given  the  powers  of  a  Divi- 
sional Canal  Officer  in  connection  with  these  works,  by  Government 
Notification  R.  A.  C.  Department,  No.  298  of  15th  March  1879  ;  and 
by  Notification  No  299  of  the  same  date,  the  land  irrigated  from  these 
works  were  made  chargeable  with  an  occupier's  rate  per  crop  of  Re.  O-G-8 
per  acre,  and  an  owner's  rate  of  Re.  0-3-4  per  acre,  subject  to  the 
usual  provisos  :  and  the  income  from  this  source  and  the  revenue  of 
the  Kotila  jhfl  Chak,  which  would  rarely,  if  ever,  be  cultivated,  were 
these  works  allowed  to  decay,  have  been  assigned  to  the  District 
Committee  for  a  term  of  five  years,  on  condition  of  their  maintaining 
existing  works,  and  paying  to  Government  half  the  fluctuating  revenue 
of  the  Chak. 

Section  303  —  Para  10  of  the  extracts  from  the  assessment  report 
Arrangements  made  for  the  of  the  Firozpur  tahsfl  notes  that  I  was  endea- 
maintenance  of  certain  em-  vourinsr,  to  arrange  for  the  maintenance  of  cer- 
bankmentaon  the  Landoha.  toin  embankments  on  the  Landoha ;  my  endea- 
vours were  eventually  successful,  and  I  reported  the  result  to  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  in  my  letter  No.  94  of  22nd  March  1877.  The  villages 
interested  in  the  embankments  agreed  that  their  restoration  and  main- 
tenance should  be  undertaken  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  the  neces- 
sary cost  being  charged  to  them  in  proportion  to  the  areas  recorded  in 
the  settlement  measurements  as  flooded  from  the  embankments.*  The 
suras  then  collected  were  Rs.  539  for  the  repair  of  the  Madapur  and 
Nagli  bands,  and  Rs.  184  for  the  repair  of  the  Kanmeida  band,  and  the 
contributions  of  the  several  villages  were  in  the  following  detail :— 

Madapur  and  Nagli  bands. 

Rs. 

Raniala  ...         ...         7..  29 

Raniali  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dugri  ...          ...          ...  3 

Chak  Ahmadbas    ...         ...  ...  4 

•  I  am  obliged  to  *tate  this  detail  from  memory,  but  the  original  engagement 
entered  into  will  be  in  the  office  :  and  I  arranged  that  an  account  of  the  obligation  to 
to  contribute  should  be  givea  in  clause  3  ot  the  administration  papers.  This,  I  presume, 
has  been  done, 
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Madapur  and  Nagli  bands. — concluded 

Chak  Kultajpur  ...  ...  ...  4 

Kherla  Khurd  ...  ...  ...  f 

Hamzapur  ...  ...  ...  16 

Sakras  ...  ...  ...  244 

Bahripur  ,.,  ...  ...  7 

Molhaka  ...  ...  ...  16 

Nai  Nagla  ...  ...  ...  21 

Basai  Khanzada  ...  ...  ...  19 

Marora  ...  ...  ...  82 

Jalalpur  ...  ...  ...  4G 

Firoz  Dahar  ...  ...  ...  16 

Madapur  ...  ...  ...  16 

Nagli  ...  ...  ...  10 

Eanmeida  band. 

Its. 

Kanmeida  ...         ...         ...  123 

Bilakpur  ...         ...         ...  6 

Firozpur  ...  ...  ...  41 

Hirwari  Bamantheir  ...         ...  14 

The  repairs  of  these  embankments  should  be  looked  to  every  year 
before  the  rains ;  and  the  action  of  the  Nagli  band  should  be  watched ;  it 
is  admitted  by  all  that  the  stream  should  here  be  divided  into  equal 
branches,  and  the  construction  of  the  baud  must  be,  if  necessary,  altered 
to  ensure  this  equal  division.  The  embankments  are  only  some  three 
miles  from  the  tonsil,  so  that  it  will  be  perfectly  easy  for  the  Tahsildar 
to  look  after  them,  and  if  the  Madapur  and  Nagli  bands  are  not  kept  up, 
the  villages  on  the  eastern  branch  will  be  seriously  injured. 

Section  304. — Notice  also  seems  required  of  a  reference,  which 
The  dinposal  of  the    was  made  to  the  Financial  Commissioner,  in 
income  of  the  miall-pox   connection  with  the  temple  of  the  goddess  of 
temple  at  Gurgaon.  small-pox  at  Gurgaon,  and  as  the  circumstances 

of  the  case  are  peculiar,  I  shall  relate  them  at  some  length. 

The  image  of  the  goddess  is  reported  to  have  been  originally 
enshrined  at  Keshupur  in  Delhi  district,  was  thence  brought  to 
Nathupur  in  this  district  and  thence  some  250  years  ago  to  its  present 
seat  at  Gurgaon.  The  income  from  the  offerings  at  the  temple  was 
formerly  much  smaller  than  at  present :  before  the  rule  of  the  Be'gam 
Samru  it  was  about  Rs.  200  per  annum  and  was  enjoyed  by  the  Jat 
owners  of  the  village  Gurgaon  without  any  determination  of  shares. 
Under  the  rule  of  the  Be^am,  or  from  about  the  beginning  of  the 
century  up  to  1836,  she  received  the  income  of  the  shrine  during  the 
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month  of  Cheyt,  the  month  in  which  the  shrine  is  most  frequented, 
while  the  offerings  of  the  other  eleven  months  were  received  by  the 
wumodars.  The  income  during  Cheyt  was  about  Rs.  6,000  or  Rs.  7,000, 
during  the  other  eleven  months  about  Rs.  1,000.  The  offerings  during 
the  eleven  months  were  received  by  four  leading  Jats,  who  distributed 
them  among  the  other  biswadars,  but  in  no  determinate  manner,  there 
having  up  to  that  time  arisen  no  disputes.  In  1836  the  village  of 
Gurgaon  with  the  rest  of  the  Jharsa  parganah  lapsed  to  the  British 
Government,  and  as  this  decided  on  relinquishing  all  claims  to  a  share 
in  the  income  from  these  offerings,  the  Gurgaon  zammdars  obtained 
possession  of  the  whole  income  of  the  temple.  For  three  years  the 
practice  was  to  pay  out  of  this  income  the  revenue  assessed  on  the 
three  villages  belonging  to  the  owners  of  Gurgaon  i.  c,  Tikampur, 
Inayatpur  and  Gurgaon,  the  balance  being  used  in  discharge  of  the 
mulba  or  village  expenses.  In  the  administration  paper  of  the  settle- 
ment record  prepared  in  1839,  it  was  provided  that  the  revenue 
assessed  on  the  estate  should,  in  the  first  instance,  be  paid  out  of  the 
temple  offerings,  and  if  these  were  insufficient,  then  the  balance  due 
would  be  distributed  on  the  owners  according  to  the  distribution  of 
the  Khewat ;  and  that  if  the  income  exceeded  the  revenue  due,  then  after 
paying  any  loss  on  the  revenue  (t. apparently  deficiency  between 
(he  rents  received  from  tenants  and  the  revenue  due )  of  Tikampur 
and  payment  of  the  village  expenses,  the  balance  should  be  kept  in 
deposit  with  some  trustworthy  banker  until  the  next  year,  there  being 
no  custom  of  dividing  it.  At  that  time  the  income  was  not  on  the 
average  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  revenue  and  village  expenses. 
In  1840  this  clause  of  the  administration  paper  was  disallowed,  and 
it  was  ruled  that  the  Government  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  income, 
and  that  the  revenue  should  be  taken  on  the  land ;  and  thereupon 
the  Jat  owners  came  into  full  possession  of  the  offerings.  The 
income  then  was  divided  first  into  twelve  equal  shares  according  to 
the  number  of  the  headmen ;  and  secondly,  each  headman  divided  this 
twelfth  share  equally  among  the  men  of  his  thok  or  sub-division, 
reserving  a  double  share  for  himself.  This  practice  remained  in  force 
some  thirty  years  without  any  dispute  arising ;  but  after  the  dismissal 
from  his  post  of  Jamna,  one  of  the  headmen,  dissensions  commenced, 
and  finally  in  1872  a  suit  was  brought  by  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
village  to  establish  his  right  to  ith  part  of  the  income.    In  his 

judgment  dated  31st  December  1873,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  dis- 
missing the  suit  wrote  as  follows :  — 

"I  think  it  is  proved  by  all  the  witnesses  prod  need  by  plaintiff  that  from  1840  until 
two  yean  ago,  when  dividing  the  proceeds  among  samindars  was  put  a  stop  to,  the 
income  of  this  temple  has  been  appropriated  to  the  private  uses  of  the  shareholders  in  the 
Tillage.  Is  this  enough  to  authorise  a  Civil  Court  to  decree  for  the  future  the  distribution 
of  this  income  m  a  matter  of  right  ?  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  not.  The  most  that  is 
proved  is,  that  the  samindars  have  been  accustomed  since  1840  to  divide  the  proceeds,  but 
this  custom  goes  back  only  to  1840,  it  is  not  enough  to  confer  a  right  such  as  a  Court  of 
Justice  could  decree.  It  is  admitted  that  the  custom  did  not  exist  before  1840.  When 
the  samindars  began  to  divide  the  temple  offerings  among  themselves,  there  was  nothing 
in  their  position  as  samindars  giving  them  any  claim  to  receive  that  offering.  Anybody 
else  had  an  e^usi  right  to  them,  and  they  have  been  in  the^wrongf  ul  enjoyment  of  them 
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*     *  '  '     *  *  ■  ■ 

"  I  think  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  the  stipulation  in  the  Wajibnlarz  was  not 
allowed.  But  that  hardly  advances  plaintiff's  claim.  Government  merely  withdrew 
entirely  from  the  business  and  left  the  zamindars  to  arrange  the  matter  themselves,  and 
would  pass  no  order  on  the  subject.  The  zamindars  instead  of  coming  to  any  arrange- 
ment as  to  the  purposes  to  which  the  money  was  to  be  devoted,  put  it  in  their  own 
puckets  There  may  have  been  no  interference  with  their  doing  so,  but  that  does  not 
enable  a  Civil  Court  to  decree  their  right  to  do  so.  They  may  do  so  still,  as  far  as  the 
Civil  Courts  are  concerned,  but  I  think  the  Civil  Courts  cannot  recognise  their  right.  They 
must  prove  3<>me  inherent,  and  essential  right  in  themselves,  and  not  merely  that  others 
have  not  asserted  any  right.         *         *         *  I  am  of  opinion  then  that  tho  v 

custom  of  dividing  the  proceeds  ia  not  old  enough  and  not  continuous  enough  to  enable 
the  Civil  Courts  to  decree  it  as  a  right,  and  that  it  ia  not  for  the  Civil  Court  in  the  present 
Buit  to  decide  in  what  way  the  income  should  be  spent.  As  far  as  the  present  decision 
goes,  the  zamindars  may  come  to  any  arrangement  they  can  agree  to,  as  to  the  object  on 
which  the  income  may  be  expended,  but  it  refuses  to  decree  to  them  the  right  of  appro- 
priating it  to  their  own  use.  •••••« 

Against  this  order  of  the  Deputy  Commissioner  the  plaintiffs 
appealed  to  the  Commissioner,  who,  in  upholding  the  judgment  of  the 
Deputy  Commissioner,  wrote  as  follows : — 

*  In  the  opinion  of  this  Court  the  order  of  the  first  Court  is  correct  so  far  as  to 
decline  to  give  definite  decree  declaratory  of  right  in  this  case.  Strictly  speaking,  the 
plaintiff  and  other  proprietors  of  Gurgaon  have  no  title.  The  income  belonged  to 
Begam  Samni,  and,  with,  her  estate,  became  the  property  of  the  British  Crown.  In  1840 
the  Government  relinquished  its  claim  without  deciding  whose  the  property  was,  and 
since  then  the  proprietary  body  have  enjoyed  it  and  may  be  said  to  have  acquired  some 
right  by  prescription.  But  the  claim  of  Government  cannot  be  said  to  be  extinct,  however 
unwilling  it  may  be  to  take  np  such  a  property  for  its  own  uses.  But  it  may  see  reason 
for  the  public  good  to  interfere  in  some  way  or  another, and  this  Court  cannot  decree  a  right 
nntil  the  period  of  limitation  for  Government  6uit&,  namely  sixty  years,  has  expired. 
The  matter  will  probably  be  fully  discussed  during  the  current  Settlement  operations." 

This  decision  was  not  appealed  from  ;  the  proceeds  of  the  temple 
offerings  continued  to  be  paid  into  different  bankers,  while  the  only 
expenditure  allowed  from  the  deposit  was,  notwithstanding  the  orders 
of  Government,  the  land  revenue  of  the  villages  of  Gurgaon,  Tikampur 
and  Inayatpur,  and  the  ordinary  village  expenses.  The  average  annual 
income  for  the  five  years  1872  to  1876  is  said  to  have  been  Rs-  19,517, 
while  the  revenue  assessed  on  the  three  villages  exclusive  of  cesses 
was  only  Rs.  7,528. 

The  Settlement  Officer  in  his  letter  No.  39  of  25th  January 
1879,  reported  all  the  above  facts,  and  asked  for  instructions  on 
tho  following  points :  ( 1 )  should  any  mention  of  the  Mason i  and  its 
income  be  made  in  the  village  administration  paper,  and  (  2  )  should 
any  further  proceedings  be  taken  in  the  Settlement  Department  regard- 
ing the  dispute  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  income  ;  and  he  further 
stated  that  it  would  be  well  for  the  village  of  Gurgaon  if  the  following 
points  could  be  decided.  ( 1 )  Does  Government  claim  any  share  of  the 
income  of  the  Masani  ?  (  2 )  Can  Government  interfere  and  arrange  for  the 
disposal  of  the  income  ?  (  3  )  If  all  parties  interested  execute  an  agree- 
ment to  refer  the  dispute  to  arbitration  under  Section  523  of  the  Civil 
Procedure  Code,  can  the  matter  be  satisfactorily  settled  in  that  way  ? 
(  4 )  If  all  parties  do  not  agree,  how  can  the  dispute  be  settled  ?  On 
this  reference  the  Financial  Commissioner,  in  his  Secretary's  letter  No. 
1195  S.  of  28th  February  1879,  ruled,  that  as  the  zamindars  did  in 
fact  pay  the  revenue  out  of  tho  temple  offerings,  which  they  re- 
garded as  part  of  the  shamilat  income  of  the  estate,  the  fact  ought  to  be 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    207  ) 


mentioned  in  the  administration  paper,  not  as  a  matter  of  agreement, 
but  simply  as  the  present  practice,  with  notes  to  the  effect,  firstly,  that 
owing  to  disputes  among  the  zamindars,  the  surplus  of  late  years  has  not 
been  divided,  and  is  in  deposit  with  their  bankers,  and  secondly,  that 
the  arrangement  by  which  the  revenue  is  paid  from  the  offerings  is 
a  private  arrangement  of  the  zamindars,  with  which  Government  has 
nothing  to  do  ;  that  the  Government,  as  in  other  estates,  looks  to  the 
land  for  its  revenue,  and  in  case  of  balance  will  proceed  against  the 
land,  and  that  accordingly  the  revenue  assessed  has  been  distributed 
on  the  land  as  shown  in  the  khewat.  The  Financial  Commissioner 
also  held  that  it  was  not  advisable  that  further  action  should 
be  taken  in  the  Settlement  Department  to  induce  the  zamindars  to 
come  to  an  agreement  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  income.  He 
held  that  it  was  clear  that  the  Government  does  not  claim  any  share 
of  the  income  of  the  Masani,  for  he  continued,  "  the  records  of  the 
Government  North- Western  Provinces  show  that  that  Government 
in  1844,  formally  decided  to  relinquish  its  claim  to  that  part  of  the 
offering  which  the  Be'gam  Sararu  used  to  take  when  she  held  the  country 
in  jagir.  There  is  not  the  least  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Government 
will  revise  its  policy  and  claim  a  share  in  the  offerings" 

"As  to  the  Settlement  Officer's  three  remaining  questions,  Mr. 
Lyall  thinks  it  clear  that  Government  cannot  interfere  executively 
and  arrange  for  the  disposal  of  the  income,  and  that  if  the  parties 
interested  do  not  agree  to  arbitration,  the  dispute  can  only  be  settled 
by  private  agreement  or  by  civil  suit  If  a  suit  is  brought,  the 
plaintiffs  might,  as  the  Settlement  Officer  suggests,  make  the  Govern- 
ment co-defendant.  This  only  seems  necessary  with  reference  to 
the  Commissioner's  judgment  in  appeal  from  the  Deputy  Commissioner's 
judgment  of  1873,  which  might  make  it  difficult  for  a  Subordinate 
Court  to  deal  with  the  case  until  Government  had  been  made  defen- 
dant and  repudiated  a  claim.  " 


Action  has  been  taken  in  accordance  with  the  directions  given 
above.  The  zamindars  at  first  appeared  likely  to  refer  the  matter 
to  arbitration,  but  the  pacific  teudency  gave  way  to  the  normal 
turbulence  and  factiousness  of  the  lambardars  among  themselves,  so 
that  the  dispute  stands  still  where  it  did.  An  entry,  however,  has  been 
made  in  the  administration  paper  to  the  following  effect :  — 

"  In  this  Tillage  there  is  a  temple  called  the  'Masani  Shrine'  and  in  it  Hindus 
celebrate  the  worship  of  '  Sitala '  and  yotive  offerings  are  made  in  coin  and  grain. 
These  offerings  are  rande  especially  in  the  month  Cheyt.  In  the  month  Phngun,  before 
the  great  day  of  Holi,  the  zamind&rs  sell  the  right  of  collecting  these  offerings  for  the  year 
to  contractors,  and  some  respectable  money-lender  becomes  surety  for  the  due  payment 
of  the  contract  money.  The  necescary  repairs  of  the  elevated  platform  and  walls  of  the 
shrine  are  defrayed  from  the  income.         *         •  *  *  * 

There  is  no  other  miscellaneous  income  besides  the  offerings  of  the  Masani  shrine. 
Out  of  the  contract  money  realized  for  these  we  pay  the  Government  revenue  for  this 
Tillage,  and  Tikampur  and  Inayatpur  as  they  all  belong  to  us,  Jilt  p.  and  the  balance  then 
remaining  is  deposited  with  a  money-lender.  Since  1872,  by  reason  of  the  disputes  among 
themselves  as  to  our  respective  shares,  this  surplus  has  not  been  divided,  ■ 
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It  is,  perhaps,  worth  noting  that  in  June  1S79>  i.  e.,  alhiost  directly 
after  the  zammdars  had  been  told  what  was  going  to  be  put  in  the 
Settlement  Record,  Bye"  Sing,  one  of  the  proprietors,  brought  a  suit  in 
one  of  the  District  Courts  for  a  declaratory  decree  as  to  his  right  to  Hh 

share  of  the  Masani  offering*.   The  Extra  Assistant,  however,  dismissed 
his  suit  on  the  grounds  that :  — 

y 

1.  This  money  belongs  to  all  the  zamindars  of  the  village,  and 

not  merely  to  some,  as  the  plaintiff  alleges  ;  for  if  only  12 
shares  are  made  many  proprietors  will  obviously  get 
nothing. 

2.  In  Vie  u-ajibularz  of  (Ac  new  $tttlement  it  is  recorded  that 

there  is  no  condition  of  division  in  twelve  shares,  indeed  it 
is  written  that  the  money  will  be  divided  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  village,  on  mutual  agreement 

Section  305. — As  already  noticed,  the  manufacture  of  salt  by  evapora- 
Anewtnent  of  Bakimi    **on  from  brine  raised  from  wells  is  carried  on  in 
cew  on  the  salt  manatee*    two  distinct  parts  of  the  district,  (a)  the  Nuh 
tare*'  or  Salambha  salt  circle  near  Nuh,  (6)  the  Sul- 

tanpur  circle  near  Farrakhnagar.  Whether  this  manufacture  should  or 
should  not  be  subject  to  taxation  of  the  nature  of  land  revenue  in  addi- 
tion to  the  ordinary  salt  duty,  and  what  form  this  additional  taxation 
should  take,  are  questions  which  have  more  than  once  been  debated,  and 
on  which  different  views  have  at  different  times  prevailed.  At  the  ♦ 
settlement  of  parganah  Jharsa  in  1836,  the  Government  decided  to 
abandon  its  claim  to  the  share  formerly  taken  by  the  Begem  Samru  of 
the  produce  of  the  salt  manufactured  in  the  three  villages  of  the  Sul- 
tanpur  circle  (Mahmadpur,  Saidpur,  Sadhrana  and  Hamirpur),  which 
were  then  British  territory ;  and  in  the  Nuh  or  Salambha  circle,  the 
salt  pans  were  included  in  the  settlement  of  the  estates,  within  which 
they  were  situated  and  were  assessed  at  the  rates  used  for  irrigated  land. 

When  the  territories  belonging  to  the  NawAbs  of  Jhajjar  and 
Farrakhnagar  were  annexed  after  the  events  of  1857,  it  was  found  that 
both  those  rulers  took  from  the  salt  manufacturers  a  certain  share  of 
the  salt  produced,  which  was  known  as  the  Hakimi  Hissa,  or  ruler's 
share ;  and  the  question  of  maintaining  or  abolishing  this  cess  was 
debated  in  a  long  correspondence.  At  first  it  was  ruled  in  Secretary  to 
Government's  letter  No.  1948  of  20th  December  1860,  that  the  cess 
should  be  abolished  ;  but  subsequently,  on  the  representations  of  Messrs. 
Gust  and  A.  A.  Roberts  who  had  visited  the  works,  the  operation  of 
this  order  was  suspended.  The  Customs  Officers  did  not,  however,  cease 
their  opposition  to  this  cess,  which,  they  maintained,  unduly  weighted 
the  works  subject  to  it  in  their  competition  with  the  other  salt  sources ; 
they  argued  that  the  maintenance  of  two  different  systems  of  treating 
salt  works  in  such  close  proximity  was  anomalous,  and  that  the  abolition 
of  the  cess  would  lead  to  an  increased  manufacture,  and  consequently  to 
an  increased  income  from  the  ordinary  excise  duty  on  salt,  which 
would  mora  than  recoup  Govenunent  for  the  loss  of  the  cess,  On  the 
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consumer  levied  on  all  salt,  whether  produced  in  foreign  or  in  British 
territory,  and  that  in  addition  to  this,  the  Government  was  entitled  by 
immemorial  custom  to  a  share  of  all  the  produce  of  the  land  in  every 
estate,  and  in  the  case  of  salt  works  the  most  convenient  method  of 
taking  this  share  was  the  Hakimi  cess,  and  that  the  abandonment 
by  the  State  of  the  income  from  this  source  would  benefit  not  the 
public,  but  the  owners  of  the  land,  who  would  assuredly  appropriate 
the  income  thus  relinquished.  It  was  not  until  1869  that  final  orders 
were  passed,  maintaining  the  cess,  and  fixing  it  at  definite  rates  varying 
in  different  estates  according  to  the  quality  of  the  salt  produced ;  it 
was  at  the  same  time  or  ;ered  that  the  old  system  of  leasing  out  the 
cess  to  a  contractor  should  be  discontinued,  as  it  was  found  that  it  led 
to  undue  interference  with  the  manufacturers. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  settlement,  orders  were 
received  from  the  Financial  Commissioner  that  the  same  system  was 
to  be  introduced  into  the  other  salt  producing  villages,  that  the  rates 
to  be  paid  by  the  several  descriptions  of  salt  should  be  fixed  by  the 
Customs  Department  in  concert  with  the  Settlement  Officer,  and  that  it 
should  then  be  decided  what  share  belonged  to  the  Government  and 
what  to  the  proprietors  of  the  estate.  In  accordance  with  these  orders, 
after  communicating  with  the  Customs  Officers,  I  reported  on  the  matter 
at  length  in  my  letter  No.  380  of  24th  December  1877,  *  and  final 
orders  were  passed  in  letter  from  Secretary  to  Government,  to  Secretary 
to  Financial  Commissioner,  No.  125  of  5th  February  1879.  It  will  be 
sufficient  to  state  here  the  result  of  those  orders. 

First — As  regards  the  villages  already  assessed  to  Hakimi  cess.  In 
these  the  rates  which  I  found  in  existence  were  as  follows  : — 

First  class  villages,  Sultanpur,  Mubarakpur,  Sarbasirpur.    Rate  of 
cess  Re.  0-1-9  per  maund. 

Second  class  villago,  Ikbalpur.    Rate  of  cess  Re.  0-1-0  per  maund. 

Third  class  village,  Kaliawas.    Rate  of  cess  Re.  0-0-G  per  maund. 

These  rates  it  was  decided  to  maintain  unaltered. 

In  these  villages  it  had  been  arranged  in  the  summary  settlement 
of  the  Bad  1 1  parganah,  to  which  they  belonged,  that  a  certain  percentage 
of  the  collections  should  be  paid  to  the  owners  of  the  estates,  in  consid- 
eration of  their  proprietary  rights  in  the  lands  occupied  by  the  salt 
pans.  In  the  case  of  lands  that  had  been  long  devoted  to  the  manu- 
facture, the  rate  was  to  be  5  per  cent.,  and  in  the  case  of  lands  newly 
taken  up  12  per  cent.  The  12  per  cent,  rule  had  never  been  acted  on, 
ss  no  new  lands  bad  been  taken  up;  and  as  the  consent  of  the  proprie- 
tors would  be  necessary  before  their  lands  could  be  thus  occupied,  it 
seemed  unnecessary  to  retain  this  provision,  which,  if  acted  upon, 
would  have  complicated  the  accounts  very  considerably.    The  5  per 

•  I  note  for  the  guidance  of  officers  who  may,  in  future,  require  to  refer  to  this 
correspondence,  that  it  was  printed  in  Proceedings  Punjab  Government  No.  1  of  August 


1878  B.  A.  0.  Department,  and  that  a  copy  was  tent  to  the  Settlement  Officer  for  record. 
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eent.  allowance  had  been  paid  ( but  at  irregular  intervals  )  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  villages,  except  Sarbasirpur  which  is  owned  by  Govern- 
ment, and  had  been  divided  by  them  in  different  ways  according  to  the 
custom  of  each  estate.  The  final  orders  of  Government  sanctioned  the 
proposal  to  continue  the  refund  of  a  percentage  of  the  collections  fixed 
for  the  future  at  the  uniform  rate  of  5  per  cent.,  and  directed  that  the 
amounts  thus  due  should  be  paid  annually  by  the  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner. It  was  also  arranged  that  the  owners  of  the  wells  and  pans,  T 
when  not  also  the  owners  of  the  soil,  should  no  longer  be  recorded  as 
ten  ants -at-will  or  occupancy  tenants,  but  be  entered  in  the  column 
which  shows  the  occupancy  or  tenancy  of  the  land  as  "  owner  of  the 
well"  or  "owner  of  the  pan."  This  change  was  advisable,  as  these  men 
clearly  held  under  a  tenure  very  different  from  that  of  an  ordinary 
tenancy  ;  they  had  always  exercised  the  right  of  transfer,  and  had  paid 
no  rent,  except  the  Hakimi  cess.  They  are  not  indeed  in  most  cases 
the  owners  of  the  soil  occupied  by  the  works,  and  have  therefore  not 
participated  in  the  allowance  from  the  Hakimi  cess  ;  but  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  they  possess  full  rights  over  the  w  lis  and  pans,  as  long 
as  these  remain  in  existence.  As  these  villages  were  under  First 
Regular  Settlement,  it  was  within  my  power,  as  Settlement  Officer,  to 
thus  amend  the  entries. 

Secondly. — As  regards  the  villages  of  the  Sultanpur  circle  not 
hitherto  subject  to  the  Hakimi  cess.    These  are  three  in  number,  Said- 
pur-Mahmudpur,  Sadhrana,  and  Hamirpur.    When  these  villages  were 
in  the  Begum  Samru's  jagir,  she  collected  half-an-a;.na  per  maund  on 
the  salt  when  manufactured,  and  also  from  Ks.  10  to  Rs,  29  on  every  * 
Us.  100  realised  by  its  sale  ;  when  the  British  Government  abandoned 
its  claim  to  this  income,  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
estates,  who  have  since,  while  exempt  from  assessment  to  Government 
on  account  of  their  salt  lands,  been  levying  dues  from  the  salt  manufac- 
turers, fixed  either  as  lump  sum  rents,  or  as  percentages,  varying  in 
different  works,  on  the  value  of  the  salt  sold.    These  rates  were  not, 
however,  liable  to  vary  at  the  mere  will  of  the  proprietors  of  the  estate, 
but  were  fixed  in  the  administration  paper.    In  these  estates  the  rate 
of  Hakimi  cess  has  been  fixed  with  reference  to  the  quality  of  the 
salt  and  to  the  rates  levied  in  the  adjoining  Sultanpur  circle  villages, 
at  Re.  0-1-3  per  maund  ;  the  amount  pai  I  on  this  account  by  the  salt 
manufacturers  will  not,  it  is  estimated,  differ  t  >  any  great  extent  from 
that  formerly  paid  to  the  village  proprietors.    These  will  no  longer 
levy  any  dues  from  the  salt  manufacturers,  but  they  will  be  allowed 
60  per  cent,  of  Hakimi  cess  collections ;  in  the  other  Sultanpur 
circle  villages,  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  have  never  received  from  the 
salt  pans  more  than  a  compensatory  allowance,  but  in  these  villagea 
the  land  owners  have  since  the  regular  settlement  been  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  full  rent  of  their  lands,  and  although  the  Government  is 
entitled  under  the  ordinary  rule  of  assessment  to  claim  half  of  thia, 
income,  yet  it  could  not  justly  take  a  larger  share.    The  difference  in  the 
history  of  the  properties  thus  accounts  for  the  enormous  difference  in 
the  percentage  allowed  in  the  two  seta  of  immediately  contiguous  estates. 
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The  long  abandonment  of  the  Government  claim  undoubtedly  made 
the  treatment  of  these  estates  somewhat  difficult,  and  there  was  some 
discussion  as  to  the  character  of  the  arrangement  which  should  be 
introduced.  The  allowance  will,  as  in  the  other  villag  is,  be  paid  annually 
by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  to  the  village  proprietors. 

Thirdly. — As  regards  the  salt  producing  villages  of  the  Salambha  ot 
Nuh  circle  The  lands  occupied  by  the  salt  pans  have  heretofore  been 
treated  as  ordinary  irrigated  lands,  were  assessed  at  last  settlement  at 
irrigated  rates,  and  have  been  included  by  the  people  in  the  bachh  of 
distribution  of  assessment  over  holdings.  They  have  now  been  excluded 
from  the  assessment  and  the  bachh  j  and  Halami  cess  has  been  imposed 
at  the  following  rates:— 

First  class  villages.  Rate  of  cess  Re.  0-0-4  1  Malab,  Fazilpuf, 
permaund        ...       ...       ...       ...  )     Kherla,  Adbar. 

Second  class  villages.  Rate  of  cess  Re.  0-0-2  )  Bai,  Nuh,  Dandaheri 
permaund        ...       ...       ...       ...  )      Salaheri,  Untka. 

Third  class  villages.  Rate  of  cess  Re.  0-0-1  1  Firoznur 
permaund        ...       ...       ...       ...  )  " 

No  allowances  out  of  the  collections  will  be  made  in  this  circle  : 
the  pans  and  wells  belong  to,  and  are  worked  by,  the  owners  of  the 
village  lands  on  which  they  are  situated,  and  therefore  no  compensa- 
tory allowance  for  proprietary  rights  is  required ;  nor  do  the  rates  re- 
present more  than  that  half  share  of  the  net  produce  to  which  the 
Government  is  entitled.  The  rates,  it  will  be  observed,  are  much  lower 
than  those  in  the  Sultanpur  circle,  but  the  salt  manufactured  in  the 
Salambha  villages  is  inferior,  and  the  facilities  of  railway  carriage  lately 
gained  by  the  Sultanpur  villages  do  not  here  exist :  the  future  of  the 
manufacture  is,  to  say  the  least,  very  uncertain ;  and  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  should,  I  think,  watch  its  history,  and,  if  necessary, 
recommend  the  abolition  or  reduction  even  of  these  low  rates.  If, 
however,  the  manufacture  so  far  decays  as  to  be  unable  to  pay  even 
these  rates,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  it  will  in  any  case  survive. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  had  been,  when  I  fixed  the  cess,  a  revival  in 
the  trade,  which,  if  I  could  have  regarded  it  as  permanent,  would  have 
justified  the  imposition  of  higher  rates,  and  it  may  be  that  the  salt  will 
be  able  to  maintain  a  better  place  in  the  market  than  was  anticipated. 

Section  306. — Some  time  early  in  the  century,  probably  soon 

after  the  annexation  of  1803,  the  lands  which 
CirU  station.1116111  now  form  the  Mouzah  of  Hidayatpur  Chhaoni 

were  taken  from  the  adjoining  estates  of 
Gurgaon  and  Jharsa.  in  order  to  form  the  site  of  a  Military  Canton- 
ment. Afterwards,  when  the  troops  weie  removed  from  Gurgaon,  those 
lands,  which  were  no  longer  required  for  cantonment  purp  >ses,  were 
originally  leased  out  to  cultivators,  and  subsequently  were  given  away 
in  proprietary  right  This  portion  of  the  Af  ouzah  has  been  treated  as 
a  separate  Mahal  or  estate,  and  has  been  settled  with  the  owners  in 

p2 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    212  ) 

the  ordinary  manner.  The  treatment  of  the  other  part  of  the  Mouzah, 
the  Mahal  Sirkar,  formed  the  subject  of  a  correspondence,  com- 
mencing with  my  letter  No.  124  of  31st  May  1876  to  Commissioner, 
Delhi.  I  pointed  out  that  the  land  being  entered  in  the  records  as  the 
property  of  Government  had  not  been  subject  to  assessment,  and  that, 
as  further  the  Government  had  not  claimed  any  rent  from  the  parties 
in  actual  possession  of  the  various  compounds,  some  of  which  were  now 
mere  ordinary  cultivated  fields,  these  were  exempt  from  all  payment. 
In  the  old  record  the  parties  thus  in  possession  were  simply  entered  in 
the  column  for  the  names  of  tenants,  without  any  notice  of  the  terms 
on  which  they  held  the  land.  Orders  were  passed  on  this  reference  in 
letter  from  the  Secretary  to  Government,  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Financial  Commissioner,  No.  104-3  of  28th  August  1870,  in  which  it 
was  held  that  there  was  no  reason  whatever  for  exempting  the  land 
from  assessment,  or  refraining  from  charging  a  light  Malikima  on  the 
persons  who  now  hold  the  land,  which  was  declared  to  be  undoubtedly 
the  property  of  Government,  having  been  so  held  and  recorded  since 
near  the  beginning  of  the  century.  I  therefore,  on  the  Gth  June  1877, 
announced  that  the  following  would  be  the  rates  levied,  ai.d  that  they 
were  to  be  paid  to  the  Deputy  Commissi»->ner  as  the  representative  of 
Government:  on  all  compound  land  Re.  1  per  acre;  on  irrigated 
cultivated  land  Rs.  3  per  acre  ;  in  both  cases  with  the  addition  of  the 
usual  cesses  and  two  annas  per  rupee  of  the  above  assessment  rates,  a» 
Malikana,  In  his  letter  No.  40,  dated  27th  January  1879,  Mr. 
Maconachie  reported  what  had  been  done,  and  also  that  one  of  the 
parties  thus  assessed  refused  to  pay  either  the  revenue  or  the  Malikana, 
and  that  some  others  agreed  to  pay  the  revenue  but  not  the  Malikana: 
the  orders  of  Government  were  again  taken,  and  these,  which  were 
contained  in  Secretary  to  Government's  letter  No.  649  of  17th  May 
1879,  were  to  the  effect  that  the  revenue  and  Malikana  were  to  be 
levied  as  previously  directed.  One  small  piece  of  land  in  the  possession 
of  Khushwakt  Rai,  which  had  been  granted  to  him  to  be  used  as  a 
public  encamping  ground,  was  exempted  from  the  payment  of  any 
rent  by  Financial  Comm  ssioner's  letter  No.  4721 S  of  3rd  July  1879,  in 
which  it  was  directed  that  an  entry  should  be  made  in  the  records 
that  Khushwakt  Rai's  tenancy  depends  on  his  maintaining  the  encamp- 
ing ground,  and  also  that,  in  the  case  of  sites  of  bungalows,  a  similar 
entry  should  be  made  that  the  land  was  granted  to  be  used  by  the 
tenant  as  bunga'ow  compound  land.  The  income  derived  from  the 
arrangements  thus  made  amounts  to  Rs.  280-12-7  and  is  credited 
under  the  head  Miscellaneous  Revenue. 

Section  307.-»The  general  rule  determining  the  boundary  between 

the  Gurgaon  villages  and  those  in  Bulandshahr 
AlWn  and  DUimon.      ftnd  Aligarh>  is  that  0f  following  the  deep  stream 

of  the  Jumna,  but  to  this  rule  there  are  three  exceptions:  the  villages 
of  Gurwari,  Baghpur  and  Bahrampur  have  fixed  boundaries  with  the 
opposite  villages  ;  and  at  the  present  time  portions  of  Gurwari  and 
taghpur  are  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Jumna,  while  the  two 
Bulandshahr  villages,  which  face  Bahrampur,  own  lands  on  this  side. 
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Up  to  1871  these  detached  portions  were  treated  as  in  all  respects 
parts  of  the  piesent  estates,  but  in  that  year  the  deep  stream  of  the 
Jurana  was  declared  in  all  cases  the  boundary  of  the  Gurgaon  district ; 
and  in  consequence  of  th.s  order  the  various  detached  portions  were 
formed  into  separate  revenue  units. 

Formerly  the  ten  per  cent,  rule  prevailed  in  this  district,  but  the 
Financial  Commissioner  in  his  Secretary's  letter  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Delhi,  No.  3128  of  29th  May  1876,  sanctioned  the  introduction, 
subject  to  the  consent  of  the  people,  Which  has  been  given,  of  the 
system  of  taking  up  every  case  of  increment  and  decrement ;  but  it 
was  added  that  in  working  the  system  it  was  to  be  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  District  Officers  to  refrain  from  revising  the  assessment  in  cases 
where  the  alteration  in  the  area  of  the  holdings  is  small  compared  with 
the  total  area.  The  Deputy  Commissioner  will  find  my  rates,  used  in 
assessing  the  villages,  stated  in  the  village  note-books ;  and  he  will 
remember  that,  under  the  rules  under  the  Land  Revenue  Act,  "  the 
rates  fixed  at  settlement  on  lands  which  have  not  been  affected  by  the 
river,  will  not  be  enhanced,  nor  will  culturable  waste,  which  was  not 
assessed  at  settlement,  be  brought  under  assessment."  1  invite  especial 
attention  to  this  point,  because  I  see  that  Mr.  Wilson  in  a  Memo,  which 
be  drew  up,  and  of  which  a  copy  was  sent  to  the  Deputy  Commissioner, 
assumes  that,  wherel  have  left  culturablejhao  jangal  unassessed  or  lightly 
assessed,  the  assessment  may  fairly  be  increased  when  these  lands  are 
permanently  cultivated.  This,  I  think,  is  wrong.  New  accretions, 
when  they  are  first  cultivated  with  melons,  peas  or  masur,  may  be  left 
unnoticed,  or  charged  a  very  light  rate,  which  can  be  increased  when 
the  land  becomes  fit  for  barley  or  wheat. 

Section  308.— At  last  settlement  an  arrangement  was  made  in 
Notice  of  a  peculiar  ar-  some  seventeen  villages  of  tahsd  Rewari  and 
rangement  made  in  some  jn  a  few  villages  Of  other  tahsils,  which  is  thus 
by'Xnafew otlyTthe  ^scribed  in  tne  late  Mr.  J.  (  afterwards  Lord  ) 
owner*  took  the  profit  and  Lawrence  s  report  on  the  parganah  of  Rewan. 
loss  of  the  lease. 

"  It  is  also  very  usnal  for  the  Malgoozars,  by  eeneral  consent,  to  become  responsible 
for  the  revenue,  and,  like  sole  proprietors  or  farmers,  realize  from  the  joint  proprietors  and 
the  under-tenants  the  due  agreed  on.  With  them  rests'  the  profit  and  Iobh  of  the  lease 
however  ;  sho  Id  they  f;ul,  the  village  is  still  responsible.  The  fact  is,  that  the  lease  is 
accepted  by  all  the  proprietors  on  I  heir  own  account,  and  the  subsequent  arrang  meat  is 
an  affair  between  the  individual"  of  the  community,  with  whi-  b  t  e  Collector  has  no 
concern.    In  such  cases  the  realizations  arc  all  made  in  kind,  or  Zabti. 


The  practice  seems  to  be  peculiar  to  the  parganah  ;  at  least,  I  donot  recollect  observ- 
ing it  elsewhere.  It  appears  to  have  arisen  from  Itewari  having  been  during  so  many 
years  i'i  the  hands  of  the  Rajas,  who  invariably  realize  their  rents  by  be taee'  and  knnkoot. 
When  the  villages  were  separately  assessed,  "the  people,  having  a  predilection  for  the 
practice,  continued  it  among  themselves. 

The  custom  is  so  far  objectionable  that  the  profits  becoming  the  rights  of  a  few 
individuals  at  the  expense  of  the  community,  will  thus  render  it  s  members  poorer  than 
If  they  shared  the  profit*.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  gives  the  Malgoozars  a  strong  and 
decided  interest  in  the  general  improvement  of  the  estate,  by  which  they  will  endeavour 
to  increase  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  cultivation.  It  may  indeed  be  urged  that  if  the 
profit  belonged  to  all  the  proprietors,  the  same  mQtiYe,wbica  affected  a  lew  would  operate 
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on  all.  The  fact,  however,  is,  that  what  ig  the  interest  of  all  becomes  the  special  doty  of  none, 
and,  therefore,  is  more  likely  to  be  neglected  than  when  entrusted  to  a  few.  Moreover, 
in  a  part  of  the  country  like  this,  where  land  may  almost  be  *aid  to  be  at  discount,  the 
Competition  is  for  cultivators,  who  are  infinitely  more  easily  obtained  by  men  who,  from 
their  situation,  are  likely  to  p;i*sesa  wealth  and  local  influence.  Nor  will  the  Malgoozars 
be  anxious  to  reap  an  immediate  profit  at  the  expense  of  the  village  ;  their  interest  i  <  its 
welfare  is  permanent,  and  they  would  sooner  assist  their  poorer  brethcrn  by  small  a  Ivances 
and  timely  delay,  than,  by  undue  rigour,  exact  the  ntmost  dues  In  cases  where  a  well 
is  sunk,  or  anv  other  decided  improvement  made,  the  Malgoozars  would  certainly  reduce 
the  rates  and  allow  the  benefit  of  the  work.  Indeed,  I  recollect  a  case  in  widen  a  mere 
under-tenant  was  treated  with  considerat  ion,  a  .d  pa  d  lighter  rate-  than  those  prevailing, 
solely  because  his  ancestor  had  built  a  well  in  the  area  of  the  tillage. 


We  must  also  recollect  that  it  is  more  advantageoui  for  a  poor  man  to  pay.  in  a 
seres  of  years,  a  large  amount  in  kind,  than  a  more  moderate  one  converted  into  money. 
To  him  ia  not  of  so  much  importance  the  actual  amount  as  the  manner  and  time  of 
payment  In  an  abm  dant  year,  though  highly  taxed,  he  can  spare  it  without  distress  ; 
While  in  an  unproductive  season,  as  be  has  scanty  crops,  so  he  is  called  on  to  give  little. 
He  has  neither  the  trouble  nor  expense  of  conveying  his  produce  to  a  distant  market  ; 
nor  is  he  ever  called  on,  by  a  premature  demand,  to  forestal  his  crops.  The  variations  of 
seasons,  the  accidents  of  storms,  and  other  misfortunes  to  which  crop,  are  liable,  are  thus 
alleviated. 

The  farmers  and  Malgoozars  benefit  by  the  system;  for,  if  possessing  capital,  or 
indeed  ordinary,  foresight,  they  con  mnke  good  the  losses  of  one  year  by  the  profits  of  another 
so  that  they  obtain  a  larger  return  ;  it  is  of  less  consequence  to  them  if  that  profit  is 
irregularly  collected.  In  short,  it  w  >uld  appear  that  when  tbe  proprietors  are  numerous 
and  therefore  independent  of  pve  cultivation  where  the  soil  is  rich,  the  irrigation  abun- 
dant, and  the  crops  certain,  it  i«  preferable  that  the  proprietors  retain  the  management 
and  pay  by  basch.  When,  however,  the  proprietors  are  few,  when  cultivation  depends 
on  people  of  other  villages  where,  the  proprietors  are  poor,  or  where  the  crops  are 
uncertain,  in  all  such  instances  I  think  that  the  village  prospers  more  when  in  tue 
exclusive  hands  of  the  Malgoozars." 

The  rates  at  which  the  men  who  took  the  profit  and  loss  under 
this  system,  collected  from  the  other  proprietors,  were  generally  as 
high  as  those  taken  from  most  tenants,  and  so  the  proprietors  have  in 
most  instances  applied  to  be  allowed  to  engage  in  the  usual  manner ;  and 
as  the  above  arrangement  was  regarded  as  a  species  of  farm  for  term  of 
settlement,  their  claim  has,  in  all  cases,  when  made,  been  admitted.  I 
understand,  however  (although  the  information  supplied  to  me  is  con- 
flicting), that  the  people  have  continued  the  system  in  the  following 
•villa  :es:  Kharkari,  Biwan,  Bharawas,  Tatarpur-Khalsa,  Kanuka,  Shadi- 
pur,  Mandia  khurd,  and  Sah&van  was  of  tahsil  Rewari,  and  Daulatpur, 
jNasirabad,  Sihi  and  Tolni  of  Gurgaon.  I  have  elsewhere,  in  a  memo- 
randum on  the  subject  of  adapting  collections  to  fluctuations  of  season, 
referred  to  a  modification  of  the  system  (under  which  the  kind  rates 
paid  by  the  owners  would  recognize  their  superiority  in  status  to 
tenants)  as  one  means  of  avoiding  the  evils  which  in  some  tracts  are 
caused  by  a  rigid  cash  demand  regularly  exacted. 

Section  309.—In  my  letter  No.  262  of  19th  September  1876  to  the 

Commissioner,  Delhi,  I  submitted  a  report  on 
the  circumstances  of  the  following  estates, 
which  were  or  had  been  held  to  be  the  property 
©f  Government :  Muradpuri  in  tahsil  Rewari,  Sarbasirpur  and  Jhund 
Sarai  Wairan  in  tahsil  Gurgaon ;  Saidpur,  Sadarpur,  Durgapur, 
Khusropur  and  half  of  Raidaska  in  tahsil  Palwal  It  is  not  now 
necessary  to  give  any  long  Account  of  the  correspondence  In  which 
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the  history  of  each  estate  was  fully  detailed :  it  will  suffice  to  note 
how  each  case  has  been  finally  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the 
orders  contained  in  the  letters  from  Secretary  to  Government,  to 
Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner,  Nos.  773  of  9th  July  1877, 
1339  of  13th  December  1877,  and  259  of  4th  March  1881. 

Mvradpuri. — The  proprietary  right,  it  was  ordered,  should  be 
sold  to  the  represei  tatives  of  the  original  proprietors,  at  a  price  of 
Rs.  1,7  a  5,  paid  by  instalments  spread  over  the  whole  tenure  of  settlement. 

Sarbasirpur. — With  reference  to  this  estate  I  had  reported  as 
follows : — 

"  Barbasirpur  is  an  estate  of  381  acres  close  to  Farrulchnagar.  It  originally  formed 
part  of  the  estate  of  the  Xa<vab  of  Farrukhnagar,  bat  was  excepted  from  the  gift  to 
Captain  Tafaxzal  Busain.  It  is  mainly  occupied  by  aalt  pans,  the  property  in  which 
practically  rests  with  the  nalt  manufacturers,  although  Government  is  recorded  a* 
owner  of  the  land.  The  land  not  so  occupied  consists  of  infet  ior  uncnltiTated  Bhur  in 
hillocks,  and  in  leased  for  grating  pnrpoaesto  the  Jegi'rriir  and  yield*  about  y  f.O  annu- 
ally. The  Jagirdar  is  anxious  to  b  -  recorde  -  as  owner  <>f  Sarbasirpur,  but  has  no  especial 
claim  on  the  estate,  and  in  view  of  the  manufacture  of  salt  in  most  of  the  lujnds  and  tht 
need  of  gracing  ground  for  ihe  cattle  thus  employed,  it  may  be  as  well  for  Government 
to  retain  the  estate,  periodically  letting  the  grasing  ground." 

This  view  was  approved,  *  and  the  estate  remains  the  property  of 
Government ;  alienation  of  it  to  an  individual  might  be  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  the  saL  manufacturers,  both  in  the  matter  of  restric- 
tions on  grazing  for  their  cattle,  and  in  claims  for  dues  of  a  proprietary 
character  on  the  lands  occupied  by  the  salt  pans. 

Jhuvd  Sarai  Wair&n.— In  this  estate  it  was  held  that  the 
Government  claim,  which  was  of  a  very  doubtful  character,  should  be 
abandoned,  and  the  parties  in  possession  have  been  recorded  as 
proprietors.  * 

Saidpur.— The  sale  was  sanctioned  of  this  estate  for  Rs.  1,000  to 
the  j proprietors  of  the  neighbouring  village  of  Sikandarpur,  who  had 
long  held  it  in  farm. 

Scvlarpur. — The  proprietary  right  of  this  estate  has  been  sold  to 
the  parties,  who  had  held  it  in  farm  for  ten  years'  jama  or  Rs.  6,730, 
payable  in  twenty-nine  yearly  instalments  of  R««.  225  and  a  thirtieth 
instalment  of  Rs.  215 :  these  payments  become  due  with  the  first  rabi 
instalment  of  revenue  each  year. 

Durgapur. — The  proprietary  claims  of  certain  Brahmins  were 
settled  by  the  grant  to  them  of  three-twentieths  of  the  estate  ;  and  the 
remaining  seventeen-twentieths  have  been  sold  to  the  former  farmers 
for  Rs.  9,300,  or  ten  times  the  new  assessment,  payable  in  yearly  instal- 
ments of  Rs.  310  per  annum  foi  thirty  years,  due  with  the  first  rabi 
instalment  of  revenue  annually. 

•  See  also  letter  to  tame  effect  turn  Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner,  Ho.  1099 
Si  1 2th  yehruarj  1880. 
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Khusropur.—The  Government  claim  on  ibis  estate  was  declared 
invalid,  and  the  proprietorship  was  recorded  as  belonging  to  certain 
Brahmins  and  Gujars,  who  had  the  best  primd  facie  claim  to  the  owner- 
ship. They  must  defend  their  rights,  if  necessary,  against  other 
claimants  in  the  ordinary  Civil  Courts. 

Half  of  Raiddska. — Descendants  of  the  old  proprietary  body  were 
granted  by  Government  rights  of  occupancy,  defined  by  the  terras  of  >• 
the  grant  to  be  rights  under  Section  5  (2)  of  the  Tenancy  Act,  in 
256  bighas,  and  then  the  ownership  of  this  estate,  t  e.,  £  of  the 
whole  village,  known  as  the  Gujars'  patti,  was  sold  to  the  farmer  for  a 
lump  um  of  Rs.  4.625,  equivalent  to  five  years' jama,  payable  with 
the  first  rabi  instalment  of  1&78. 

In  most  of  the  above  sales,  other  persons  were  by  consent  joined 
with  the  farmers  in  the  deed  of  sale. 

The  final  effect  given  to  the  orders  of  Government  was  reported  to  the 
Commissioner,  Delhi,  in  Settlement  Officer's  No.  212  of  15th  July  1878 : 
and  the  Settlement  Officer,  in  his  letter  No.  214  of  16th  July  1878, 
informed  the  Deputy  Commissioner  of  the  arrangements  made ;  and 
pointed  out  that  the  total  purchase  m  ney  amounted  to  Rs.  23,995, 
of  which  Rs.  6,238  was  due  with  the  first  rabi  instalment  of  1878  ; 
Rs.  613  will  be  due  annually  with  'he  first  rabi  instalment  for  the  next 
twenty-eight  years,  and  Ks.  593  will  be  due  the  thirtieth  year.  There 
was  also  some  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  ownership  of  two 
pattis  in  Mouzah  Palwal ;  on  which  final  orders  were  passed  in 
Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner's  letter  No.  5551  of  11th  August  * 
1879.  The  lands  had  originally  been  owned  by  persons  who  before 
the  regular  settlement  lost  their  proprietary  rights,  probably  by 
refusing  to  engage  for  the  revenue,  when  the  grants  by  which  they  held 
their  lands  revenue-froo  were  resumed.  On  this  abandonment  the 
Gujar  and  Malli  tenants  of  the  land  seem  to  have  stepped  into  the 
practical  position  of  owners,  and  at  the  last  settlement  were  found  by 
the  Settlement  Officer  thus  holding  the  land,  but  on  an  admittedly 
defective  title,  which  might  have  been  disputed  either  by  the  former 
owners,  or  by  the  Government,  as  entitled  to  all  lands  not  the  subject 
of  private  ownership.  Practically  thi  stato  of  things  had  continued 
to  the  present  day,  and  the  title  of  the  parties  in  possession  had  been 
judicially  pronounced  to  bo  imperfect,  although  n  >  stronger  private 
title  had  been  put  up.  The  Additional  Financial  Commissioner,  on 
reference  being  made  to  him,  agreed  that  no  claim  should  be  put  for- 
ward on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  directed  that  the  parties, 
who  had  since  the  last  settlement  been  in  the  practical  position  of 
owners,  should  now  be  recorded  as  such  ;  of  course  without  prejudice 
to  any  claim  which  may  hereafter  be  made  in  the  Civil  Courts. 

An  investigation  into  the  ownership  of  one-third  share  of  Mouzah 
Pichlai  in  Rewari,  led  to  this  share  of  the  estate  being  declared  by  me 
to  be  Government  property ;  but  as  this  was  a  result  of  what  appeared 
to  me  a  mistaken  judicial  decision  of  a  former  Deputy  Commissioner, 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    217  ) 

I  recommended  the  grant  of  the  Government  interest  in  the  land  to 
the  heirs  of  the  man,  Jugal  Kishor,  whose  claim  had  been  denied 
by  that  decision ;  the  Government  agreed  in  the  view  taken  by  me, 
and  sanctioned  the  grant  in  letter  No.  929  of  15th  August  1877,  from 
Secretary  to  Government,  to  Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner. 

The  Government  also  owns  plots  of  land  in  Firozpur,  Badshah- 
pur  and  six  other  villages.  Secretary  to  Government's  letter  No.  46 
of  14th  January  1879  directed  that  the  plots  at  Firozpur  should  be 
leased  annually,  until  required  as  rewards  to  deserving  persons;  Secre- 
tary to  Financial  Commissioner's  letter  No.  4948  of  14th  July  1879, 
directed  that  the  Badshahpur  land  should  also  be  leased  out  for  short 
periods;  the  other  plots,  which  are  very  petty,  are  eventually  to  be  sold 
by  public  auction.  ( Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner's  letter  No. 
8363  of  22nd  December  1879.) 

Section  310.— Folio  wing  the  instructions  conveyed  in  No.  6990 S,  dated 

2nd  December  1875,  from  Settlement  Secre- 
rent^oftenwta0'  righU         Ury  to  Financial  Commissioner,  to  Commis- 
sion r,  Delhi,  a  tenant  right  enquiry  statement 
which  has  been  preserved  but  does  not  form  part  of  the  Settlement 
Record  has  been  drawn  up  for  each  village  in  the  following  form  :— 
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The  entries  in  the  records  of  last  and  present  Settlement  concern- 
ing the  holding  of  every  tenant  who  claimed  or  seemed  entitled  to 
a  right  of  occupancy,  have  been  copied  into  this  register,  and  the  state- 
ments of  the  occupier  and  proprietor,  and  whore  necessary  of  third 
persons,  were  recorded.  After  due  consideration  of  this  evidence,  the 
Superintendent  recorded  in  each  case  an  order  as  to  the  entry  to  be 
made  in  Khewat  Khatauni.  The  following  rules  for  guidance  were 
issued  by  the  Settlement  Officer  :— 

I.  Where  decree  has  been  passed  by  a  Judicial  Court  declaring 
the  status  of  the  tenant : — 


(1).  If  the  Clause  and  Section  of  the  Tenancy  Act  under  which 
the  tenant  holds  are  mentioned  in  the  decree,  these  are  to 
be  recorded  without  further  enquiry. 
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(2).  If  no  Clause  and  Section  are  mentioned  in  the  decree,  still 
no  further  enquiry  is  to  be  made,  but  the  tenant  is  to  be 
recorded  as  "  holding  under  decree  of  Court." 

II.    Where  no  decree  has  been  passed  by  a  Judicial  Court — 

A.  In  villages  under  first  regular  Settlement,  the  Superintendent 

is  to  deci  e  ou  the  facts  found  by  him,  t'te  Clause  and  Section 
of  the  Act  which  seem  to  him  to  apply,  and  to  enter  that 
Clause  and  Section  in  the  enquiry  statement  and  also  in  the 
Khfcwat  Khatauni. 

B.  In  villages  which  have  formerly  been  regularly  settled — 

(1)  .    Where  the  parties  are  agreed  on  the  facts,  ihe  Superintendent 

is  to  record  the  facts  no  which  they  are  agreed,  and  to  decide 
on  those  facts  what  Clause  and  Section  apply,  and  to  enter 
that  Clause  and  Section  as  those  under  which  the  tenant 
holds. 

(2)  .    W7here  the  parties  are  not  agreed  on  facts  which  enable  the 

Superintendent  to  decide  on  the  Clause  and  Section,  he 
will  simply  state  that  the  facts  agreed  on  by  the  parties 
were  not  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  decide  the  Clause  and 
Section  applying  to  the  case,  and  no  Clause  or  Section  will 
be  enteied,  but  the  tenant  will  be  recorded  as  "  hereditary" 
or  "  non-hereditary,"  according  to  the  entry  in  the  papers  of 
the  last  regular  Settlement. 

The  re-adjustment  of  rents  has  been  carried  out  under  instructions 
conveyed  in  Mo.  1 14  S,  dated  13th  January  1877,  from  S  ttlement  > 
Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner,  to  Commissioner,  Delhi.  The 
letter  was  interpreted  to  mean  that  no  revision  of  the  rents  of  tenants- 
at-will,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  these  had  changed  after  the 
announcement  of  the  asse  sments,  was  necessary ;  and  only  thu  rents 
of  tenants  with  rights  of  occupancy  have  been  re-attested,  while  the 
holdings  and  rents  of  tenants-at-will  have  been  entered  in  the  faired 
records  as  they  were  found  to  exist  at  the  time  of  attestation  of  the 
Khewat  Khatauni.    Some  time  after  the  new  assessment  had  been 
announc  d,  all  tenants  with  lights  of  occupancy  were  summoned  with 
their  landlords,  and  asked  what  rates  of  rent  they  had  now  agreed  upon. 
If  both  parties  agreed  on  a  rent,  that  rent  was  recorded  as  the  rent  of 
the  holding.    If  they  did  not  agree,  a  month's  delay  was  given  them  to 
brhu'  a  Judicial  suit  to  determine  the  rate  of  rent,  and  if  no  suit  was 
brought  within  that  time,  the  rate  of  rent  formerly  paid  was  recorded 
as  the  rent  of  holding,  with  this  modification,  that  where  the  tenant 
paid  the  land  revenue  and  cesses  chargeable  on  his  land  according  to 
the.  former  assessment,  he  has  been  recorded  as  liable  to  pay  the  land  > 
revenue  and  cesses  on  the  land  cultivated  according  to  the  new 

Section  311.— The  whole  district  has  been  divided  off  into  zails, 

over  each  of  which  a  zaildar  has  been  appoint- 
Wbft  «d.    Their  boundaries  are  shown  in  Map 
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No.  X.  In  making  the  division,  regard  was  had  as  much  as  possible 
to  the  tribe  and  clan  of  the  proprietors  of  the  villageB,  and  the  tradi- 
tion of  old  revenue  divisions.  In  many  parts  of  the  district  there  was  no 
such  clear  basis  of  division  to  follow,  and  it  was  found  necessary  first 
to  choose  the  zaildars,  the  necessary  qualifications  being  respectability, 
hereditary  influence,  popularity  among  the  headmen  of  the  villages 
and  usefulness  to  Government,  and  then  to  parcel  out  the  vidages 
among  them.  The  boundaries  of  the  tahsfls  are  in  all  cases  coincident 
with  the  boundaries  of  the  zails,  and  in  only  a  very  few  cases  does  a 
patwari's  circle  form  part  of  two  zails.  Several  of  the  zaildars  are  men 
of  no  great  influence  and  have  been  appointed  only  because  no  better 
could  be  found,  and  because  it  was  thought  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
system  consistently  by  placing  every  village  in  the  district  under  some 
zaildar.  Each  man  gets  an  allowance  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  land 
revenue  of  his  zail  including  assigned  land  revenue,  and  is  left  to  collect 
it  for  himself  from  the  villages  of  his  zail.  This  allowance  is  not  a 
separate  cess,  but  is  deducted  from  the  Government  demand. 

There  are,  in  the  district,  in  all  sixty-four  zaildars,  drawing  a  total 
remuneration  of  Rs.  12,671 — an  average  of  Rs.  198  each.  The  present 
arrangement  of  circles  was  sanctioned  by  the  Financial  Commissioner 
in  his  Secretary's  letter  No  4919  S  of  12th  July  1879.  The  introduc- 
tion of  the  system  was  sanctioned  in  para.  3  of  letter  from  Secretary 
to  Government,  Punjab,  to  Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner,  No. 
154  of  ICth  February  1877  It  may,  perhaps,  be  found  expedient  here- 
after to  amalgamate  some  of  the  smaller  zails.  The  success  of  the 
system  will  depend,  I  think,  greatly  upon  the  way  in  which  it  is 
woiked  at  first ;  unless  the  men  are  irora  the  first  kept  strictly  in  hand, 
and  made  to  understand  that  they  have  to  give  gooa  work  in  return 
for  their  emoluments,  a  bad  tradition  will  spring  up,  and  the  system 
will  be  a  failure.  If  it  succeeds,  it  will  supply  a  class  hitherto  espe- 
cially wanting  in  this  district. 

Section  312.— This  seems  a  fit  place  to  note  that  in  passing  orders 
Borne  proposals  for  other  on  the  Firozpur  revenue  rate  report,  the  Lieu- 
in4ma  under  discussion.  tenant  Governor  suggested  that  in  view  of  the 
character  of  the  population,  it  might  be  well  to  submit  proposals  for 
inams  for  the  leading  men.  The  necessity  for  such  grants  in  addition 
to  the  zaildari  allowances  and  the  form,  which,  if  granted,  they  should 
take  is  still  under  discussion.  Some  proposals  were  made,  but  were 
considered  nappropriate  by  the  Financial  Commissioner  (  Secretary  to 
Financial  Commissioner's  letter  No.  4920  of  12th  July  1879). 

*  Section  313. — A  chief  headman  has  been  appointed  in  each  village 
Chief  headmen  (Ala  Lao*    having  three  or  more  headmen,  except  where, 
larddrs).  for  special  reasons,  such  as  that  the  village  was 

uninhabited  or  that  the  number  of  headmen  was  likely  to  be  reduced 
to  less  than  three,  it  was  not  thought  expedient  to  mako  the  appoint- 
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ment.  The  chief  headman,  like  the  zaildar,  receives  an  allowance  of 
one  per  cent,  on  the  land  revenue  of  his  village,  including  assigned 
land  revenue,  which  is  deducted  from  the  Government  demand  or 
revenue  assignment  before  payment  into  the  treasuiy  or  to  the  assignee. 
Of  the  1,264  villages  of  the  district,  in  522  a  chief  headman  has  been 
appointed,  their  aggregate  annual  emoluments  amounting  to  Rs.  7,932. 

*  Section  314. — In  many  villages  the  number  of  lambardars  is  * 

.    .  inconveniently  large  in  proportion  to  the  num- 

Herfmen  (Umbarddn).    ber  of   proprieto*  Mj   tne   size    and  land 

revenue  of  the  village,  and  it  is  desirable  that,  when  a  suitable  oppor- 
tunity occurs,  the  number  should  be  reduced  by  the  suppression  of 
vacant  posts.  A  list  of  the  more  flagrant  cases  has  been  drawn  up, 
in  which  the  recommendation  has  been  made,  that  when  a  headman 
dies  leaving  no  lineal  male  heir,  or  is  removed  from  his  post  for  any 
reason,  the  opportunity  should  be  taken  to  reduce  his  post,  suitable 
arrangements  being  made  for  the  distribution  of  his  duties  and  emolu- 
ments among  the  remaining  headmen.  Up  to  the  present  settlement 
there  were  many  villages,  especially  in  the  Palwal  tahsil,  in  which 
leading  proprietors  other  than  headmen,  generally  called  pattiddrs, 
thokddrs  or  thutahddrs,  were  accustomed  to  draw  the  packotra,  or  5 
per  cent,  headman's  dues,  on  the  land  revenue  of  the  sub-divisions  of 
the  village  they  represented.  As  under  the  Land  Revenue  Rules  only 
headmen  can  draw  the  headman's  allowance,  this  arrangement  has 
been  put  an  end  to.  In  a  few  cases  the  pattiddr  has  been  appointed 
headman  of  his  patti,  but  usually  the  representation  and  emoluments 
of  the  sub-divisions  have  been  taken  away  from  the  pattiddr  or  * 
thulahddr  and  distributed  among  the  headmen.  It  is  probable  that, 
by  private  arrangement,  the  headmen  in  some  villages  still  allow  these 
men  to  draw  a  part  of  the  allowance,  but  no  such  arrangement  has 
received  the  sanction  of  being  recorded  in  the  Administration  Paper, 
and  its  continuance  depends  on  the  will  of  the  headmen. 

In  one  or  two  villages  up  to  the  present  settlement,  no  allowance 
was  drawn  by  the  headmen,  and  in  some  the  rate  was  something  other 
than  5  per  cent,  on  the  land  revenue.  In  all  these  the  usual  rate  of 
5  per  cent,  is  now  leviable. 

The  office  of  headman  is  looked  on  as  strictly  hereditary  in  the 
eldest  branch  of  the  family,  and  thus  forms  a  notable  exception  to  the 
general  rule  that  all  the  sons  share  equally  in  the  inheritance  without 
regard  to  age.  If  the  eldest  son  be  dead  or  unfit,  his  eldest  son,  even 
though  a  minor,  is  considered  to  have  a  better  right  to  the  post  than 
the  second  son.  Many  of  the  people  are  given  to  looking  on  the  post 
more  as  one  of  emoluments  than  of  responsible  duties,  and  where  a 
headman  has  died  leaving  no  male  lineal  descendant,  the  proprietors 
often  express  a  wish  that  tne  widow  should  be  appointed  to  the  post 
and  take  a  life  interest  in  it  as  in  the  other  property.  It  seems  to 
have  been  not  unusual  formerly  to  allow  such  an  appointment,  and 
when  the  present  settlement  operations  began,  there  were  in  the 
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district  46  female  lambarddrs,  most  of  whom  were,  no  doubt,  widows 
holding  a  lile  interest  in  the  emoluments  formerly  held  by  their 
husbands  as  headmen.  Of  these,  34  are  still  recorded  as  lamoarddra, 
but  the  tendency  of  late  has  been  to  refuse  to  appoint  a  woman  to  the 
post  except  for  very  special  reasons. 

In  many  villages  during  last  settlement  the  hereditary  tenants 
practically  shared  the  farm  with  the  proprietors,  and  in  22  cases 
hereditary  tenants  were  recorded  as  headmen,  drawing  the  headman's 
allowance  on  the  land  revenue  he  represents.    As  in  these  cases  the 

{>roprietors  have  refused  to  allow  the  tenants  to  continue  to  share  the 
arm  with  them,  they  have  bsen  removed  from  the  post  of  headman, 
and  now  throughout  the  district  no  tenant  holds  such  a  post. 


*  Section  315. — The  arrangements  of  pat  wans'  circles   and  the 

distribution  of  their  pay  have  been  revised 
w4?s*"Tn£id  drclet         throughout  the  district.    This  was  necessary 

as  there  were  considerable  inequalities  of  pay 
and  work  in  some  places— the  men  of  Rewari  having,  as  a  rule,  light 
work  wh  le  the  duties  of  the  Palwal  patwaris,  especially  since  the 
introduction  of  canal  irrigation,  were  heavy.    The  principles  governing 
Kuline  DrinciolcB  *ne  ^distribution  of  circles  and  pay  were  the 

subject  of  a  somewhat  lengthy  correspondence 
during  which  the  following  points  were  decided  :— 


(1)    The  pay  of  patwaris  is  to  be  raised  by  a  uniform  cess  of  4  per 
cent  on  the  land  revenue  of  the  district. 


(2)  .    This  cess  is  funded,  and  the  patw&ris  will  draw  their  pay 

from  it  according  to  their  grades,  the  grading  to  depend 
not  on  the  actual  revenue  of  the  circle  but  on  the  personal 
merits  of  the  occupant  of  the  post. 

• 

(3)  .    Patw&ns  are  graded  in  four  classes,  the  first  receiving  Rs.  14 

a  month,  the  second  Rs.  13,  the  third  Rs.  12,  and  the  lowest 
Rs  11. 

(4)  .    The  circles  are  to  be  as  small  as  is  consistent  with  the  princi- 

ples above  laid  down,  the  number  of  cultivated  fields  in 
each  patwari's  circle  not  to  average  more  than  3,000. 

These  orders  have  been  carried  out  as  far  as  possible,  and  their 
execution  entailed  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  circles  in  Rewari 
while  a  nearly  corresponding  increase  became  necessary  in  Palwal ; 
the  other  three  tahsfls  did  not  require  much  alteration.  The  general 
effect  of  the  revised  arrangements  is  shown  in  the  statement  given 

below—  
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General  effect  of  New  Arrangements. 
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No.  of  Patwan's. 
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The.  transfers  from  Rewari  to  Palwal,  and  the  readjustment  of  the 
limits  of  the  circles  generally,  were  not  effected  without  careful  and 
repeated  examination  of  all  facts  bearing  on  the  question  in  each  case. 
The  pat waris  were  always  heard,  and  any  objections  raised  by  the 

Transfer,  how  made.         zaminddrs  attentively  examined  free  use  being 

made  of  the  local  knowledge  of  the  superin- 
tendents. In  selecting  the  men  for  transfer,  those  were  taken  who,  by 
reason  of  short  service  and  want  of  hereditary  claims,  might  be  consid- 
ered to  have  taken  less  deep  a  r^>ot  in  the  original  circle,  and  the  same 
point  was  referred  to  in  altering  the  bounda  ies  of  the  circle  when  this 
became  advisable.  At  the  same  time  individual  interests  had  to  give 
way  when  conflicting  with  those  of  a  set  of  villages,  or  as  it  sometimes 
happened  a  set  of  circles.  The  matter  was  a  difficult  one,  and  the 
measures  adopted  could  hardly  be  popular,  yet  so  far  as  attention  and 
personal  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Settlement  Officer  could  secure 
it,  success  was  obtained.  There  can  l»e  no  doubt  that  on  the  whole 
improvement  has  been  effected.   None  of  the  circle*  can  be  considered 
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really  too  large  to  be  worked  well,  and  it  is  obviously  preferable  to 
have  men  well  paid,  and  at  the  same  time  well  occupied,  rather  than 
to  havo  an  excessive  number  of  small  circles  with  patwaris  under-paid, 
and  with  work  not  sufficient  to  engage  their  full  attention. 

The  final  revision  of  zailddrs*  circles  was  carried  on  simultaneously 
%    with  the  new  arrangements.    With  few  excep- 
to   *ai  din    fcion3j  the  whole  circle  of  the  pat \va  ri  lies  within 
the  same  zail,  and  for  these  exceptions  there 
has  always  been  some  special  reason  which  seemed  cogent. 

Some  doubt  was  felt  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  about  patwarfa' 
Pat w Arts'  houses.  houses.    It  appeared  that  during  the  years 

1*65-1870  these  buildings  were  erected  pretty 
nearly  throughout  the  district.  It  is  not  known  whether  any  orders 
of  superior  authority  were  obtained  to  provide  the  funds  necessary  for 
the  undertaking,  but  a  very  considerable  sum  must  have  been  spent  in 
this  way.  The  houses  are  generally  substantially  built  of  brick  or 
stone  with  mortar.  There  is  an  open  verandah  with  an  inner  room, 
and  a  small  yard  in  front  surrounded  by  a  wall,  with  a  doorway.  The 
place  is  not  suitable  for  a  family  dwelling,  and  would  seem  intended 
rather  as  a  public  office  for  the  patwari.  They  were  built  at  the 
expense  of  the  owners  of  land  in  the  circle,  by  a  cess  levied  on  the 
revenue,  but  no  arrangement  apparently  was  mide  for  defraying  the 
cost  of  repairs.  On  reference  made  to  the  Financial  Commissioner,  the 
proposals  of  the  Settlement  Officer  were  sanctioned,  viz.,  to  make  over 
as  many  houses  as  already  exist  to  the  patwaris  of  the  respective  circles, 
but  not  to  repair  them,  or  to  build  any  more.  It  was  observed  that 
the  patwari  is  not  entitled  by  law  to  any  such  indulgence  as  that  of  a 
house  being  provided  for  him,  though  no  objection  need  be  raised  to 
his  using  the  house  already  provided,  wherever  such  mighc  be  the 

case.    Special  attention  was  also  requested  to 

the^ides5.0' ^  fche  matfcer  ot  residence;   no   excuse  being 

allowable  to  a  patwari  not  living  in  his  circle. 
It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  Deputy  Commissioner  of  the  future  will 
from  time  to  time  satisfy  himself  that  this  all-important  rule  is  being 
enforced.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  if  a  patwari  with  his  family* 
lives  in  his  circle  he  is  almost  certain  to  do  his  work  well.  Being 
generally  a  man  of  some  intelligence,  he  will,  when  shut  out  from  the 
amusements  and  distractions  of  the  town,  where,  if  allowed,  he  always 
chooses  to  live,  necessarily  occupy  his  thoughts  with  matters  around 
him,  and  among  these  work  will  naturally  come  as  being  close  to  hand. 
The  orders  of  the  supervising  officers  will  be  the  more  readily  carried 
out,  because  living  on  the  spot  of  their  execution  he  finds  them  more 
easy  to  carry  out ;  he  canuot  help  acquiring  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
hie  circle  and  of  the  circumstances  of  the  zamindars,  for  the  daily  talk, 
about  him  will  be  of  little  else.  Stringent  orders  have  been  given  as 
to  the  initial  execution  of  the  Financial  Commissioner's  instructions, 
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and  at  present,  owing  to  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  Deputy  Coiri- 
raissioner,  there  is  every  hope  of  a  fair  start.  But  without  constant 
vigilance  at  head-quarters,  matters  will  slip  gradually  back,  if  not  into 
their  old  condition,  at  least  into  something  uearly  as  bad. 

The  stationery  expenses  of  the  patwari  are  no  longer  drawn  from 

the  village  "  malba, "  as  this  item  has  been 
a  ionery.  included  among  those  to  be  d  frayed  by  the  4 

per  cent.  cess.  This  plan  has  the  advantage  of  simplicity  ;  it  prevents- 
the  old  abuse  of  excessive  charges  on  this  account  made  by  the  patwari 
on  the  people,  who  were  rarely  able  to  check  his  demands.  All  sta- 
tionery now  will  be  distributed  on  a  uniform  plan  from  the  Deputy 
Commissioner's  Office ;  the  measure  is  really  one  of  economy  for  the 
zamindars.  Sanction  has  also  been  obtained  for  the  appointment  of  an 
extra  supervising  officer  in  each  tahsil,  to  be  paid  Rs.  15  a  month, 
.  ,  -        chosen  from  among  the  patw&ris  for  his  per- 

Girdawirs  appointed.  ^  an(J  g|y M  & „  g^^n 

This  was  much  needed  :  the  Kanungo  and  the  Naib-Eanungo  are  not 
strong  enough,  even  if  they  are  unusually  efficient  to  supervise  properly 
the  patwaris  ot  the  whole  tahsil,  and  the  new  assistance  will,  it  is  hoped, 
prove  very  valuable.  The  "  girdawar"  retains  a  lien  on  his  own  office 
of  patwari  to  which,  if  eligible,  a  relative  may  be  appointed.  The  post 
of  course  is  not  hereditary  ;  the  men  now  selected  are  all  experienced 
and  intelligent,  and  will  certainly,  if  properly  looked  after,  strengthen 
the  Revenue  administration  in  a  material  degree. 

Other  expenses  to  be  met  from  the  Patwaris'  Funded*  Cess  are  the 

cost  of  repairs  to  the  Patwaris'  School,  and  the 
Other  object*  of  expendi-    pay  of  ^  Teacher.  And  the  sanction  of  the 

ure*  Financial  Commissioner,  conditional  on  there 

being  a  surplus  available  for  the  purpose,  was  given  to  the  prop  -sal  to 
institute  scholarships  for  patwans'  sons,  one  from  each  tahsil,  at  Rs.  v 
a  month  to  encourage  the  study  of  these  prospective  office-holders  in 
acquiring  the  -pecial  knowledge  nec  ssary  for  their  work.    The  intention 

in  making  this  arrangement  was  thatsystema- 
jSchoiarBhips  for  patwaris'    tic  enqui,.y  should  be  made  as  to  the  male  family 

ofeve.y  patwari  in  the  district,  that  each  man 
should  send  either  a  son  or  other  male  relative  to  the  school,  or  be  able 
to  show  reason  why  he  should  not  do  so,  as,  for  instance,  that  he  has  a 
son  already  qualified,  or  that  he  has  no  heir  who  can  be  considered  fit 
to  succeed  him.  Only  by  some  such  plan  can  a  constant  and  efficient 
succession  of  patwaris  be  kept  up,  and  the  scholarship  to  be  awarded, 
say  for  two  years  to  the  most  promising  student  from  each  tahsil,  would 
encourage  merit,  and  at  the  same  time  be  only  a  very  trifling  burden 
on  the  Fund.    For  the  patw&ris  already  in  office  an  item  has  been 

appropriated  of  200  rupees  yearly  to  be  spent  in 
^Yearly  rewards  to  pat-    rewarde  to  those  who  during  the  year  have 

distinguished  themselves  by  good  conduct,  and 
industrious  and  intelligent  work.  This  impl  es  necessarily  a  knowledge 
of  patwaris  on  the  part  of  the  District  Officers,  more  real  and  accurate 
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than  can  bo  obtained  by  hearing  merely  the  perfunctory  reports  of 
tahsildara ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  distribution  will  be  the  result  of 
personal  knowledge  and  enquiry  on  the  part  of  the  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner. The  patwari  is  now  really  a  Government  servant,  and,  as  such, 
he  is  the  only  one  who  has  no  hope  of  promotion.  Under  the  new 
system  of  grading  and  rewards,  a  substantial  improvement  is  made  in  his 
prospects,  and  the  proposals  now  sanctioned  wiD,  if  liberally  worked, 
supply  a  new  motive  for  good  and  careful  execution  of  his  duties.  The 
Financial  Commissioner,  it  should  be  added,  in  giving  his  sanction 
strictly  limited  the  expenditure  of  any  surplus  in  the  fund  to  these 
heads.  Any  other  object  would  require  the  special  sanction  of  his 
office  obtained  by  separate  reference. 


Synopsis  of  Income  and 
Expenditure. 


The  estimated  income  and  proposed 
expenditure  of  the  Patwari  Cess  Fund  may  be 
shown  as  follows  : — 


Incom  k. 


cent,  on  the  Land 
i  of  the  Dis- 
trict. Ba.  12,68,765... Ba.  60,750 


EXPEtfDITUM. 


Re. 


Total 


60,750 


(a).   Pay  of  patwaris  according  to  distribu- 
tion now  made                          ...  42,628 

(*).   Stationery,  &c,  @  Ba.  19  i>cr  patwari,  5,690 

(o).  Additional  staff  Qirdawars,  6  @  Ra.16,  <KX) 

(<f).   Yearly  rewards  for  good  conduct 


Repairs  to  Patwdria*  School,  and  Con- 
tingent  charges 

(/).   Pay  of  Patwaria'  Teacher  ®  Re.  30  p.m, 

(j).  Scholarships  for  sons  of  patwaris  in  the 
Patwaris'  School,  6  ®  its.  6«Ba.  25 
per  mensem 

Balance  for  Miscellaneous  expenses  ... 

Total 


200 
100 


300 
472 


60,760  ♦ 


The  allowances  made  to  Patw&ris  on  Local  Rate  Collections  ,  and 
those  on  canal  measurements  and  measurements  on  Chak  jhil  lands, 
have  not  been  included,  as  being  of  a  personal  nature. 

At  present  no  cess  is  levied  on  owner's  rate  on  the  Agra  canal. 

It  is  well  perhaps  to  add  that  the  rates  of  pay  now  given  in  the 
Bates  of  pay  how  arriTed    four  grades  are  not  those  originally  proposed, 
at.  The  limits  first  proposed  by  the  Commissioner 

were  from  Rs.  1 2  to  20  a  month.    The  Financial  Commissioner  cut 

•  These  arrangements  were  revised  by  Financial  Commissioner's  letter  No.  269  of  20th 
April  1881.  The  girdawars  were  raised  to  three  in  each  tonsil,  one  on  Ra.  18,  one  on  Rs. 
16,  and  one  on  Ra.  15  per  mensem  ;  Ra.  4,530  was  allotted  for  Patwaris*  stationery,  and  the 
balance  Ra.  578  was  appropriated  to  schijlarshipa  of  from  Rs.  3  to  its.  6  per  mensem  to  bo 
held  by  Patwaris,  while  studying  at  the  Patwaris'  School.  ThePatwarib"  talorica  us  finally 
fixed  amount  to  Rs.  42,696,  and  the  income  to  Ba.  60,744. 
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this  down  to  Rs.  15  as  a  maximum.  Proposals  were  then  sent  up  with 
lis.  12  and  15  as  the  minimum  and  maximum,  respectively,  and 
announcements  made  accordingly.  The  Financial  Commissioner,  how- 
ever, again  ordered  retrenchment,  and  Re.  1  per  month  was  taken  off  the 
pay  of  each  man.  When  it  is  considered  that  this  pay  does  not  include 
the  special  allowances  just  referred  to,  the  rates  seem  ample.  Many 
of  the  elder  men  even  at  the  lowest  rate  of  pay  get  more  than  their 
services  are  worth,  but  as  they  die  off,  no  doubt  a  more  intelligent  class 
of  officials  will  be  obtained.  It  is  understood  that  the  distribution  in 
grades  is  variable  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  as  a  punishment  or 
reward,  though  the  initial  classification  as  having  been  made  on  per- 
sonal knowledge,  and  with  care,  will  probably  not  be  materially 
disturbed.    The  grading  is  shown  below— 


TahsfL 

Rs. 
14 

Rs. 
13 

Rs. 
12 

Rs. 
11 

Rs. 
10 

Total  No. 

Pay  yearly. 

Remarks. 

1.  Gurgaon 

2 

6 

7 

36 

60 

R«. 
6,876 

2.     lie  war  i 

3 

3 

3 

47 

•  •  ■ 

66 

7,608 

8.  Palwal 
4.  Nuh 

6 
4 

8 
6 

10 
8 

42 

52 

8* 

•  •  • 

74 

70 

10,200 
9,624 

'Assistant*  in  some 
of  the  largest  Til- 
lages. 

6.  Ffrocpur 

3 

6 

6 

46 

IH 

60 

8,220 

Whole  District  ... 

18 

27 

34 

223 

8 

310 

42,528 

Section  316.— Other  village  servants  are  the  Chaukidar,  village 
Other  Tillage   servants,    watchers  and,  in  a  pood  many  villages,  the 
chaukidar,  Baiahar.  Bal&har.    The  chaukidari  arrangements  were 

in  no  way  under  the  Settlement  Officer. 

■ 

The  Baldhar  is  almost  always  a  man  of  the  chura  (sweeper)  caste.' 
His  duties  are  to  call  the  headmen  or  proprietors  when  they  are 
wanted,  to  show  the  way  to  travellers  and  perform  similar  services. 
His  remuneration  generally  consists  of  a  piece  of  land  to  cultivate,  rent- 
free,  a  share  of  the  produce  in  kind  at  harvest,  or  a  cash  allowance  of 
Rs.  2  a  month. 

Section  317-— In  my  letter  No.  240  of  1st  August  1877,  I  asked  for 
Remissions  on  account   sanction  to  exclude  from  assessment  for  the  term 
of  gardens.  of  settlement,  subject  to  the  proviso  that  the 

garden  be  properly  kept  up,  all  gardens  which  are  not  evidently 
maintained  with  a  view  to  profit,  or  do  not  yield  a  clear  and  undoubted 
net  income  to  their  proprietors.  The  grounds  which  I  gave  for 
this  recommendation  were,  that  the  total  area  under  gardens  was  only 
992  acres  and  that  they  are  usually  planted  by  men,  who  seek  thus 
to  gain,  not  profit,  but  the  little  prestige  which  attaches  to  the  owner 
of  a  garden ;  that  such  men  in  so  bare  a  district  are  really  public 
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benefactors,  and  that,  even  when  the  fruit  trees  begin  to  bear,  the  net 
profit,  after  deducting  the  expense  of  maintenance,  is  small  when 
compared  with  the  original  outlay.    My  proposals  were  sanctioned. 

The  amount  of  jama  remitted  on  this  account  on  the  whole 
district  is  Its.  1,972. 

•Section  318.— Some  notice  of  officers  is  necessary.  Mr.  Wilson,  who, 

Notice  of  oftcers  ^as  ^)e6n  trendy  noted,  had  the  immediate 

supervision  of  the  district  work,  as  well  as  the 
burden  of  all  but  important  correspondence,  worked  throughout,  from 
the  latter  part  of  1877  to  August  1879,  with  a  method  and  ability  which 
won  repeated  commendation  from  successive  Commissioners.  There  is 
hardly  need  therefore  of  any  praise  of  mine,  though  from  my  own 
pleasure  I  may  heartily  echo  theirs.  Wherever  he  goes,  Mr.  Wilson 
will  do,  I  am  certain,  good  and  earnest  work. 

Altaf  Hosain,  Extra  Assistant,  worked  fairly.  He  has  hardly 
energy  enough  for  such  a  post  in  a  large  settlement,  but  personally  he  is 
a  respectable  and  estimable  officer. 

Of  the  five  superintendents,  perhaps  Nau  Baharud-din  was  the  best. 
Mr.  Channing  writes  of  him  as  follows : — 

"  I  have  a  very  high  opinion  of  Nan  Bahardd-din's  character.  His  natural  abilities 
are  very  fair,  and  he  is  a  hard-working  and  willing  officer.' ■ 

I  concur  in  this. 

Durga  Farshad  of  Rewari  is  thus  spoken  of — 

•«  Dorga  Parshad  is  in  many  ways  a  rery  good  superintendent.  He  is  able,  indus- 
trious, and  of  good  character.  8ome  of  the  best  work  in  the  district  has  been  done  in 
his  tahsil,  but  he  has  at  times  also  allowed  very  bad  work  to  be  done,  the  result  of  a 
supervision  not  sufficiently  close." 

I  think  Durga  Parshad  an  experienced  and  intelligent  man,  ho 
knows  his  work  welL  He  has,  however,  it  seems  to  me,  occasionally 
an  infirmity  of  temper. 

Mr.  Channing  says  of  Ealka  Parshad  of  Nuh — 

"  He  is  a  fair  superintendent.  He  is  a  man  of  acuto  mind  and  ready  understanding. 
The  work  done  under  his  supervision  has  alwayB  been  very  fairly  good,  but  I  think  that 
his  control  over  his  subordinates,  and  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  his  office,  are  apt  to 
become  somewhat  lax." 

I  agree  with  this. 

Of  Parmeshri  Sahai,  Mr.  Channing  writes— 

"  He  is  a  man  of  great  ability,  and  he  has  done  and  can  do  very  good  work.  But  his 
judicial  work  is  sometimes  carelessly  performed,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  settlement, 
-  bad  hurried  work,  was  done  in  his  tahsil." 


I  must  say  I  never  found  Parmeshri  Sahai  thoughtless,  though  he 
was  sometimes  too  hurried.   On  the  whole  I  agree  with  Mr.  Channing. 


"  Mann  LAI,"  says  Mr.  Channing,  "is  an  able  and  painstaking  officer,  and  has  justified 
my  selection  of  him  for  the  post  of  superintendent."   | 

*  Written  by  Mr.  Maconachie, 
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I  do  not  think  Manu  Lai  is  able,  but  he  is  pains-taking.  Ho  is  a 
well-intentioned,  good-natured  man.  Among  the  Deputy  Superinten- 
dents, Fazl  Illahi,  Manu  Lai  and  Yusaf  AM  were  the  best  in  the  order 
named. 

Sri  Ram  as  a  reader  did  good  work,  and  acted  as  Superintendent 
on  several  occasions.  In  this  character,  however,  he  failed  when  trans- 
ferred to  a  somewhat  troublesome  tahsil  in  Delhi. 

Cost  of  the  settlement.  319.-The  cost  of  the  settlement 

was  as  follows 

Expenditure  from  Imperial  and  Provincial  Services  Rs.  5,09,643 

Expenditure  from  Patwaris'  fees,  Settlement  fees,  &c., 

(approximate)  ...  ...     „  4,40,000 

I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  give  absolutely  correct  figures  under  the 
latter  heading,  but  Mr.  Maconachie  has  gone  to  England,  and  I  cannot 
find  accounts  for  the  period  after  30th  September  1879  :  up  to  that 
date  the  expenditure  from  settlement  fees  was  Rs.  4,33,770,  and,  as  only  a 
few  clerks  were  employed  after  that  date,  I  have  probably  exaggerated 
the  expenditure.  Mo  doubt  the  settlement  cost  too  much  and  lasted  too 
long  ;  and  for  this  probably  my  inexperience  is  a  good  deal  to  blame. 
Still  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Rs.  4,40,000  is 
mere  ordinary  expenditure  in  paying  Patwaris. 


F.  C.  CHANNING, 
late  Settlement  Officer,  Qurgaon. 
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APPENDIX  No-  I. 


List  of  Notifications  issued  vnth  reference  to  the  Gurgaon 

Settlement. 


Number  and  date. 


No.  119  of  29th  January 
1872. 


No.   815  of  14th  June 
1872. 


No.  1122  of  5th  August 
1872. 

No.  1676  of  28th  Novem- 
ber 1872. 

No.  2H6  of  18th  February 
1873. 

No.  795  of  26th  May 
1873. 

No.  1204  of  12th  August 
1873. 


No  284  of  23rd  February 

1875. 

No.    429  of  3rd  April 
1876. 

No.  819  of  5th  Julv  1876. 
No.  364  of  21st 'March 
1876. 

No.  443  of  6th  April  1876. 

No.  819  of  5th  Julv  1876. 
No.  732  of  28th  June  1877. 
No.  82  of  22nd  January 
1878. 

Nos.  119,  120,  of  31st 
January  1878. 

Nos.  122.  123  and  124, 
of  3l8t  January  1878. 


No.  419  of  9th  April  1878. 

No.  639  of  14th  May  1878. 

No.  1108  of  8th  October 
1879. 


Subject. 


Placed  the  district  undor  settlement ;  appointed  Mr.  O'Brien 
as  Assistant  Settlement  Officer  in  immediate  charge  subject 
to  the  control  of  Mr.  Wood,  Settlement  Officer  in  charge  of 
the  Settlements  of  the  Delhi  Division. 

Amended  the  above  ;  invested  Mr.  O'Brien  and  Superintendent 
Naubahar-ud-din  with  powers  of  hearing  suits  and  appeals 
regarding  land  in  certain  villages  declared  to  be  now  under 
First  Regular  Settlement ;  directed  Commissioner  to  hear 
appeals  from  oiders  in  these  suite  on  tbe  revenue  side  ; 
and  gave  Financial  Commissioner  power  to  hear  appeals. 

Invested  Mr.  O'Brien  with  powers  as  to  appointments,  &c,  of 

Patwnris  and  Kanungos. 
Invested  the  Settlement  Courts  with  powers  of  hearing  suits 

under  the  Tenancy  Act. 
Mr.  CUaonins,  Assistant  Settlement  Officer,  to  hold  charge  of 

the  Settlement. 
Invests  Mr.  Channtng  with  powers  of  an  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner with  full  powers,  and  Mr.  Wood  with  powers  of  a 

Deputy  Commissioner  in  Civil  suits. 
Supersedes  tbe  above  and  invests  Mr.  Channing  with  the 

same  poweis  as  those  before  given  to  Mr.  O'Brien  (This 
•  was  republished  corrected  in  the  Gazotte  of  18ih  September 

1873). 

Directing  the  district  conrts  to  exercise  their  civil  powers 

in  Tenancy  suits  on  the  levenue  side. 
Acting  Superintendent  Sri  Bam  invested  with  powers. 

Superintendent  Mannu  Lai  invested  with  powers. 

Altaf  Husaiu  appointed  Extra  Assistant  Settlement  Officer. 

Altaf  Husain  invested  with  the  "powers  of  an  Assistant 

Commissioner. 
Superintendent  Mannu  I.al  invested  with  powers. 
Acting  Superintendent  Sri  Ram  invested  with  powers. 
Mr.  Maconachie  appointed  to  tbe  charge  of  the  Settlement. 

Mr.  Maconachie  invested  with  powers  of  a  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner in  civil  suits  and  under  Tenancy  and  Land  Reve- 
nue Acts. 

Appointment  of  Mr.  Wi'son  as  Assistant  Settlement  Officer, 
and  his  investment  with  powers  of  an  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner in  civil  suits,  and  a  Deputy  Commissioner  under 
Tenancy  and  Land  Revenue  Acts. 

Acting  Superintendent  Sri  Ram  invested  with  powers. 

Acting  Superintendent  Fazl  Dahi  invested  with  powers. 

Cancels  all  notifications  granting  special  jurisdiction  to 
Settlement  Courts,  and  directs  the  record  of  rights  to  be 
made  over  to  tbe  Doputy  Commissioner. 
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APPENDIX  No-  II- 

Memo,  of  Judicial  and  Revenue  cases  instituted  and  decideds  since 

March  1872  to  September  1879. 


Judicial 

CAMS* 

Revenue 

CASCS. 

APPEALS. 

Judicial. 

Revenue. 

Tear  ending 

1 

3 
O 

I 
1 

_• 

i 

1 

a 

a 

■ 

O 

Instituted. 

1 

S 

8 
3 

i 

I 
s 

5 

i 

0 
*> 

1 

i 

Q 

a 
a 

i 

•a 
O 

—I 

5 

p 

3 

1 

. 

-s 

1 

■ 

March  1873 

■  ft 

05 

7 

68 

... 

••• 

• 

Do.  1873 

63 

19 

44 

58 

2,941 

2,  J 14 

485 

Do.  1871 

44 

535 

534 

45 

485 

2,695 

3,683 

498 

8 

97 

96 

2 

11 

8 

19 

Do.  1875 

45 

440 

484 

7 

498 

3,046 

1,023 

2 

190 

113 

19 

6 

6 

*  •  * 

Do.  1876 

7 

851 

387 

71 

1,023 

8,331 

1,090 

49 

US 

134 

88 

•  •• 

0 

6 

Do.  1877 

n 

77fl 

795 

63 

886 

2,476 

2,334 

1,038 

38 

235 

229 

44 

••1 

1 

... 

I 

Do.  1878 

53 

783 

689 

93 

1,028 

8,835 

8,182 

4,671 

41 

148 

176 

17 

1 

18 

9 

6 

Transferred  to 
other  con  rU  ... 

J 

Do.  1879 

M 

567 

710 

60 

4,671 

7,490 

11,022 

1,189 

17 

88 

106 

•  •• 

5 

22 

26 

I 

8iv  m  ending 
bepir.  1879 

SO 

8 

63 

8,051 

8,137 

8,717 

3,461 

•  •  • 

*  •• 

•  •  » 

1 

1 

"4 

Total 

362 

1,638 

433 

I1.70C 

33,821 

<!  12,895 

153 

871 

871 

130 

18 

64 

65 

7 

|3,378 

1 34,623 

1 
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APPENDIX  No.  IV. 

STATEMENT  OF  DETAILED  ASSESSMENTS  OF  TAHSILS,  , 
ASSESSMENT  CIRCLES  AND  VILLAGES. 


APPENDIX 

STATEMENT  OF  DETAILED  ASSESSMENTS  OF 


1 

2  1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Average  demand  of  the  last  6  years 
ending  Rabi  1877. 

V 
3 

a 

<•>  . 

H 

ti 

11 

a 

•v  c 
o  a 

.5  3 
X  a 
M 

• 

§ 
o 

MlNJIAI. 

Uncul 

TahFll. 

Assessment 
Circle. 

00 

to 

1 

■  *m 
If 

IM 

3 

d 
SB 

■ 
M 

11 

5  « 

3  » 

c  S 

ra 

i  a 

ft 
m 

•  o 
H 

$ 

I 

i» 

J3 

"S 
O 

E 

B 
"3 

5 

a 

D 

E 

2 

3 

£ 
m 

E 
3 

~s 

Q 

I'alvral  ... 

Ranear 
Bhndec 
Dabri 
Klindar 

Hangar  Khadar 

133 
21 
9 
12 
15 

154,506 
11,021 
17,694 
8,979 
23,38.i 

219,940 
12,901 
17,567 
13,072 
30,581 

212.373 
12.973 
17,624 
12,497 
30,450 

177,125 
14.794 
13,540 
14.4r.y 

26,808 

10,923 
772 
606 
2,221 
3,136 

357 

•  •  • 

23 

I  ... 

14,736 
1,638 
1.044 
3,244 
2,849 

Total  ... 

Tabull 

195 

215,583 

294,061 

285,917 

246,736 

17,658 

3S< 

23  510 

Ferozpur 

Pun ah ana  ... 

Unknot 
Mandi  Kliera 
Landnha 
Rhndcr 
Transferred 
from  Nuh 

89 
23 
2* 
31 
68 

15 

65,632 
23,006 
31,500 
47,836 
44,199 

5,843 

78.286 
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1,830 

1.68T 

1,90? 

I  o- 

0 

1    1  0 

1 

Brahmin*,  increase  of  cultivation  69 
per  cent.,  water  near,  bat  well* 
brackish,  an  increase  taken  in  jam* 

of  60 per  cent. 

10 

162 

M 

616 

666 

1  4 

[ 

6 

1  11  2 

1  13  10' 

Originally  a  Jagir.  SoiUat  circle  rate* 
save  cbahi  which  may  be  a  little 
higher,  water  being  near. 

294 

9^88 

8,882 

4,874 

1  « 

6 

1    7  6 

1  10  4 

A  good  Jat  village.  Something  above 
circle  rates  only,  tus  the  lacreaee  la- 
very  ccaaiarra  Die, 

... 

84 

... 

313 

347 

378 

1  0 

8 

1   1  7 

1    3  1 

A  Jat  village  near  HodaL  Well*  malt, 
and  the  increase  In  cultivation  not 
so  great  as  the  increase  of  jama  at 
circle  rates. 

630 

... 

8,688 

4,318 

4,670 

1  7 

9 

1  10  2 

111 

A  very  good  Jat  village,  soils  good,  and 
canal  irrigation  introduced  ,-  former 
assessment  mast  hare  been  high. 

6T 
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877 

434 

661 

0  13 

9 

0  14  9 

1    6  1 

A  very  good  village,  but  owners'  are 
Gujars;  canal  irrigation  introduced 
and  room  for  extension,  but  aa  the 
rlae  is  largv  an-  abatement  is  allowed. 
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91 
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1,630 

1,421 

1,964 

1  4 

1 

1    6  1 

1   8  9 

A  Jat  village  with  soils  mainly  good, 
material  Increase  of  resource*  so  that 
the  jama  may  fairly  be  raised  a  little. 

10 

303 

913 

1,116 

1.297 

1  4 

9 

1   i  8 

19  2 

A  very  good  village  near  Hasan  pur 
owned  by  Qanrwaa.  The  kacha 
wells  will  be  supplanted  by  canal 
irrigation,  and  the  increase  is  Very 
con&iucrauie. 
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27 

•• 

1,491 

1J18 

1,668 

1  1 

2 

1    T  8 

1    7  11 

A  Skinner  village,  assessed  at  half  the 
rent-roll, allowing  Bs.  J2|  per  cent, 
for  expenses. 

97 

1,098 

1,196 

1,203 

1  2 

8 

13  4 

1   S  • 

Owners  not  the  best  agriculturists,  the 
increase  too  Is  large.    Bolls  rather 
under  the  average, 

9 

208 

208 

0  13 

9 

0  IS  6 

1   S  9 

A  lanr«  increase  and  not  protected  by- 
irrigation,  there  Is  however  the 
power  of  extension. 

IS 

M 

6€l 

6C4 

1  f 

6 

1    2  8 

1   2  ♦ 

An  Increase  in  cultivation  of  68  per 
cent ,  the  owners  live  in  Eaandhad. 
An  increase  of  60  per  cent,  is  taken 
in  the  jama. 

4 

689 

8 

2,126 

2,723 

3,866 

1  6 

7 

1    6  1 

1   9  9 

A  strong  Jat  village  lopttonied  to  pay 
a  full  assessment.  Soils  above  aver- 
age save  the  chahl,  moat  of  the  wells 
are  brackish,  though  the  water  1* 
near. 
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An  ir*-rc?v«P  In  resource*  here  jnstifle* 
the  ifi  crcs*s  taken  in  the  iittua.  biia 
the  estate  U  too  bh?  for  caiti  .1 
cultiTatlon  throughout,  and  the 
owners  are  n<it  of  the  best  agri- 
culturi.t  claws. 
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1,729 

1,588 

1,969 

1  2 

0 

1   8  7 
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Soils  here  not  wry  irond,  water  iWp, 
and  owners  ban  .  .  .  The.  iooribse 
taken  is  cnuugh. 

•  ■ 

43 

1,248 

1,301 

0  14  10 

0  15  4 

1 

2  6 

A  Onjar  Tillage  In  which  (nomoos 
extension  of cultivation  has  taken 

place.    Witter,  howrvcr  &1  ■  mrtHiil. 

mbta  devth,  and  the  iocrvMO  fct 
cbak  rmtrs  U  too  large. 
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1,211 
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1,606 

0  13 
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0  14  ] 
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1  0 

Soils  almost  all  good,  but  wellt  salt 
and  owners  Brahmins.   The  cx!*n- 
i™  cnUlvation  has  been  enor* 
moos,  but  the  rue  in  jama  cannot 
be  proportional. 
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t  4 

8 

1   ft  0 

1 

8  7 

A  Tory  (rood  Tillage  bat  we  cannot 
raUe  the  jama  to  anT'hin>r  likn 

%  i  j     ms *  f    iisi.K      lifts %J 

circle  rates,  Brahmins  owners. 

i 
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in 

1  3 

1 

1   8  8 

1 
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Only  a  sllgrht  Increase  in  enHlTatioo. 
owners  Brahmins,  soils  about  aver- 
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47 

440 
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I  0 

ft 

1    1  6 

1 

4  2 

Own  em  Onjam,  former  tiwessmeot 
light,  soils  good,  wells  deep  and 
either  aalt  or  brackish.  The  rirclo 
rates  glTe  a  more  than  proportion.- 
si  increase. 
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1,023 

1,044 

1  8 
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1   4  4 
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A  Skinner  estate  assented  at  }  the  rent- 
roll.  Us,  1-.*|  per  cent,  for  expenses. 
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4,1 

619 

0  18 

» 

0  14  0 

1 

1  11 

Jit  owner  non-resident.  A  nry  light 

1 8k fTl #1  h#*f*#af f\f MM                      ■,,i|,_„  Jk    — . 

J*UJ*  ^ic^VIOrO,  »*  *•*<  T  r^llirr  Q«  't>. 

and  pokka  walls  brackish,  soil  ou  ino 
whole  fair. 
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441 

1  T 

ft 

1   8  8 

1 

8  ft 

RsTcnuc  sates  for  the  circle. 
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884 

1,012 

1  8 

2 

... 

1  10-11 

A  good  J  at  Tillage  with  superior  soH. 

18 

27D 

297 

804 

1  4 

4 

1   ft  0 

1 

ft  6 

Much  the  tame  state  as  at  last  sett  lement , 
sare  that  the  owner,  hare  benefit- 
ed by  the  rise  la  prices,  on  this  a 
small  Increase  ji>t  jama  hat  bee  a 
taken. 

890 

890 

309 

0  16 

8 

1   0  0 

1 

0  6 

Fair  soU,  hot  owners  are  Sheikhs  and 

Meosand  the  cnltiratiou  is  not  «ell 
protected  against  drought. 
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Revenue  granted  to  the  owner*  for 
services  rendered  In  the  mutiny. 
Chak  rates,  Mie  the  magda  which  li 
worth  only  Re  ]. 

3 

180 

88» 

888 

921 

1 

4  6 

1   6  0 

1   2  31 

A  good  Tillage.  Water  near.  Foils 
above  the  average.  A  good  Increase  in 
resource*  and  power  of  farther  exten- 
ding caltlTatlon. 

346 
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1,626 

1.9T2 

2,202 

1 

t  10 

1    8  3 

1  19  6 

A  Trry  good  J  At  village.  Soils  Terr 
good  and  water  near  but  tome  well* 
are  Mlt.  Tim  baranl  rate  however 
may  be  fairly  made  Be:  1-9-0. 

66 

406 

472 

685 

0 

15  11 

1    0  6 

1   3  6 

Water  here  pretty  deep,  and  soils 
rather  bslow  the  average. 
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82 

... 

306 

418 

499 

1 

1  4 

2  12 

1   5  8 

Depth  to  water  considerable.  Owner* 
are  B  rah  mint.  Revenue  rate*  giro 
too  great  an  increase. 

84 
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796 

925 

1 

4  10 

1  5  io 

1    9  4 

Since  measurement  110  arret  of  the 
culturahle  hare  been  broken  up, 
otherwise  chak  rates. 
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800 

854 

1 

6  7 

1   9  8 

1  11  » 

A    pool  estate,  soil  and  water  port! 
landi  well  cultivated.  Owners  nearly  all 
Jut,.  Barani  rates  may  well  be  Be.  i.e. 
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1   T  t 

1    8  6 

A  re  it  (rood  villain?  hitherto  ronii,u«j 
as  OoTernmcnt  rroperty,  bat  now 
ordered  to  be  restored  th  theewnrrgL 
Hear  the  main  road  canal  irriff.ti„n 
introduced.  Soils  all  abort  th,.Ter7 

18 
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1 
1 

4  T 
1  8 

16  8 

1   1  10 

1   8  11 
12  2 

mot  average,  macla.  good. 
CTos.  to  Pslwat.   The   owners  admltt 
taking  Rs.  8-8-0  per  acre  and  are 
reported  to  take  more,  cultivation 
has  more  than  trebled.  A  fair  j»ma 
would  be  Ra.  614  bat  abatlnir  tor 
the  Increase  Rs.  460.              8  or 

... 

269 

2,813 

8,082 

8,629 

1 

8  8 

1   6  S 

1  10  8 

A  fine  Jit  Tillage.  Soils  good  save  the 
bhnr  which  it  inferior,  water  deep, 
and  wells  not  much  used,  canal  Irrge- 
tlon  introduced,  colturable  waste 
extensive.  The.  soils  must  be  assessed 
above  chak  rates. 
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0  12  11 

1   4  8 

1   7  10 
0  18  1 

Bolls  good,  bnt  three  out  of  five  lao* 
are  on  salt  water.  Owners  Brahmins, 
end  not  so  great  an  increase  in  re- 
sources as  might  be  thought  from  the 
Increase  at  chak  rates. 

Boils  good,  but  owners  Brahmins  and 
Sheikhs.  B*.  25  on  the  calturable 
waste. 

As  the  Increase  In  "cultivation  has  been 
enormous,  low  rates  are  taken,  don  - 
bllng  the  jama  up,    has  hitherto 
Men  very  high. 
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0  16  0 
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Soil*  good.  With  csnnl  Irrigation  the  dry 
rati*  most  be  shore  the  average, 

Tl  air  rtli  tr    If..       1    lit  it      „,)                 i,.  l< 

1-  0-0,  bhur  Rs. 

Hero  we  cannot  hone  to  roach  circle 

I"  It  L  *  *-i      tin*    i'li'Tl'  1  .  »i    la)    SB1  .    ,fi.  i.P            I  . 

!•»*..,  uir  i .  i>.  r "  jk*     is  BCJ  ^TIUu  LOW 

rate*  miui  lie   allowed,  i.hsbi  Iti. 

2-  4-0,  Nannut  Re.  |. 2-0,  Msi*da  ana* 
12  Hii'i  uuur  anas  n,  even  thus  the 
jaoiaU  all  but  doubled. 

Formerly  1 13  acre*  dahri,  bow  no  sign 
of  f  uch  land  said  to  hare  been  cut 
Off  by  the  Agra  rood,  chahl  Inferior, 
other  soils  average. 
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697 

816 

1  1 
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1    1  9 

1   4  9 

Boils  below  arerage.  and  owner*  Brah- 
min*, tbe  increase  in  rate*  greater 
than  in  cultivation. 
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346 

436 

668 

1  6 

0 

1   6  0 

1  13  8 

fi.iili  Jl  [  VI 11 1   ATCMfM      K«>  will.  ^w.     r~  m 

*>'ii»  immhji  Birnf^,   Dot  Yliiagv  nCux 

the  market  town  of  Hawaii  pur. 

18 
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191 

262 

1  1 

4 

1    2  1 

1  7  10 

G  n  jar  Ttllape.  n re  rape  toil,  near  Pal  wal, 
but  the  well  ia  brackish. 
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89 
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1,191 

1,280 

1,723 

1  0 

6 

1    1  2 

1    7  2 

Half  this  Tillage  belong*  to  Oovernment. 
At  la»t  settlement  only  a  amall  portion 
waa  cultivated  and  the  assoeMuent 
was  rery  light.  There  is  still  a  lar^e 
culturable  waste  producing  pula. 

... 

661 

661 

S87 

0  14  11 

0  ID  7 

111) 

Bolls  good,  but  wella  salt  near  Palwal 

and  the  culturable  haa  been  parti- 
tioned for  cultivation  Re.  1-t-u  per 
acre  all  ruuua  on  cultivation. 

... 

... 
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631 

631 

670 

0  13  11 

0  14  4 

0   16  3 

Soil  good,  water  salt,  owners  Meos,  Re. 
l-2-»  per  acre  might  bes>kcd  were  it 
not  that  the  jnnia  baa  hitherto  been 
ao  low,  a  lump  sum  Ua.  600  assesacd. 

... 
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X>0 

290 

314 

0  16  10 

1   0  7 

I    1  11 

A  small  Jat  Tillage  with  no  abarii. 
Salt  springs  ao  the  cultivation  ia 
unprotected.  Re.  1-2-0  all  round  oa 

OH    l    t    1     ".          L     '  I'll 

13 

Ill 

1,320 

1,431 

1,467 

1  1 

6 

1   3  8 

1   4  2 

toils  good,  water  sweet,  bnt  owner* 

Eaiyids,  the  wells  loo  arc  most  of 
them  old. 

74 

1.269 

1,833 

1.496 

1  0 

7 

I   1  1 

IIS 

Soil*  rather  Inferior  of  their  classes, 
water  rather  dcc|>,  and  owners 
Brahmins,  culturable  waste  rather 
K  altar. 

1 

602 

610 

610 

1  1 

1 

1   4  6 

1   4  6 

Good  soil  near  Pslwal.  Canal  Irrigation, 
but  the  increase  of  jama  U  large  as 
compared  wlih  inrre»*con  cultiva- 
tion. Increase  thcrclore  only  by 
60  icrccnt. 

n 

617 

639 

666 

1  8 

0 

19  6 

1   10  2 

A  Bklnner  Tillage  asftssed  at  half  the 

rent-roll,  allowing  Rs.  12,  perceut. 
for  expense*. 
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fRUURKS, 
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103 
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1,041 

1,263 

i 

2 

1    3  7 

I  7 

9 

A  wry  Rood  noil,  owned  by  xery 
litigious  Sheikhs. 

18 

91 

1 

980 

1  m  i 

1  lJtft 
1,1  OS 

0  u 

5 

111 
*    *  * 

*  1 

1 

***■•    vy ii  iut  unn(  or  idw  j  A  nil)  A,  out 
oo  khMir.    SolU  DAnnot  ATtraye. 

Ul A kf' lit  Inferior      A  little  o,nini 

•""ft14"  iinvnui,      *\  ill  in  C II  n  811    ]  rr  1  - 

gallon.  Culturable  are*  remaining 
now  small. 

40 

1  9ST 

J  f+O  1 

1,336 

1,368 

l 

1 

9 

1     Q  ft 

1  J 

8 

fiikjars.  Soils  average,  bnt  the  Increase 
is  great. 
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40 
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1 

1   6  1 

1  6 

1 

Circle  rates. 

446 

... 

5,611 

6,057 

6,417 

i 

3 

6 

1  9  4 

1  i 

6 

A  line  Jit  Tillage.  Soil  {rood,  bot  water 

la  «S>  If    h  ftrl  t  tij-.  irii'fro»j.  in  ,„,|>; 
i*»;»s»ia»  nuts  MM  Iww  J*-*-.*  HI  "nl  11 1  •  at  ii  if, 

4s  Inw  than  that  at  the  chak  rate*. 
<  hahl  Is  issessed  at  Re  2-6-0,  narmot 
Re  1-3-0. 
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1OT 

•  •• 

888 

445 
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1  B  9 

1  12 
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Chak  rates  Dearly. 

1 

228 

2.26T 

2,i96 

2,503 

i 
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6 

14  4 

1  4 

6 

Soils  average,  -bnt  the  increase  in 

v  u  i*  i  »  si  Liu  ii    1 1       not    l«\~n    SO  tTTttatf 

as  that  at  circle  rate*,  the  owners 
"io  i  linRnv  ruu  mere  is  no 
ruom  for  extension. 
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1,786 

1,851 

0  13 

4 

0  IS  10 

0  14 

4 

Soil  fair,  bnt  owners  Gnjers,  and  the 
increase  at  circjo  rates  is  three-fold. 

A  Inmh  st:im   nt    \t  a     1  CCu  \  ta  .     -  a 
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a  ^(k>ti  tiii Hbcv,  m  1  TjemQJ  AO    MAQAAtMl  (U 

to  require  liule    or  do  mlusr-v- 

tioa. 
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Owners    Moon.  Well   bnickUh,  aad 

WnlVXJBOTJftj                ATeTA^e,  IiAriDot 

ixiiortot,  and  bhur  b«L 
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1 

9 

4 

l  it  « 

1  18 

9 

A  xery  fine  Jet  village.  Polls  mainly 
Bwm  iianunv,  water  sweer,  and  Irrl- 
Ratlon  mostly  on  pakka  welb^ohah) 
Bs.  3  and  narmot  Ae.  l^-o. 
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0 

1   8  3 

1  11 

3 

Circle  rates  nearly. 
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1,488 

1,708 

1,884 

1 

2 

6 

1   S  4 

1  6 

4 

Soils  about  aTorajre.  wells  sweef,  hnt 
most  of  tbexn  Kacha,  and  will  giva 
way  before  the  canal  irrigation. 
I  treat  their  land  now  as  barani. 

83 

88A 

418 

434 

1 

8 

• 

1    9  8 

1  10 

8 

A  good  Tillage  and  close  to  Falwal. 
water  sweet,  and  owners  Jat*. 

• .  • 

80 

1,457 

1,507 

1,534 

1 

4 

• 

1   8  3 

1  8 

7 

Soils  fair  and  Tillage  near  PalwaJ  bnt 
the  wells  art)  brackish. 

46 

1,U8 

1.103 

1,164 

1 

i 

6 

1   4  7 

1  4 

7 

A  Tillage  withoot  absdi  belonging  to 
the  owners  of  Oachi  Tattl  in  Modal 
Circle  rates  nearly,  saT*  in  the chahi, 
w  hich  Is  brackish  water  and  thus 
put  at  B*.  2-8-0. 
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Rem  auks. 


10  3    I   S  8 


1  7  8 
1   4  8 


1   8  3 


Karmot  nrernee,  l>ut  map-In  ami  bhnr 
Inferior.  '  he  Increase  too  at  the 
circlo  rule*  U  tuo  high  for  tlie 
Brahmin  owners. 

A  £1.  Inner  estate  asstrsed  at  \  tho 
nut  roll,  allowing  R*.  r.'£  per  cent, 
fur  czjit'iuea. 

Increaso  on  cultivation  Rs   240  per 

cent.    In  r  at  or.  I.'  rates  It*. 

107    J"  r   CI  111.   MiiU  good,   MkT«  tllO 

niAY'ia  which  is  rather  Inferior, 
wells  sweet  nml  nakka.  Pry  rate 
little  lower  than  those  of  the  circles. 

Th«*  Ine rca«?  at  the  circle  rates  Is  too 
Inw  t4  br  taken.  Ma  owner*  »m 
Urali ruin-  :  <  of  the  ltosareon  kacha 
wells  ;  and  of  the  soils,  bbur  is  in- 
ferior in  IU  class. 

A  J«t  village  of  good  toll  nveraire 
depth  to  water,  but  brackl'h  welt*. 
Kurtuer  nvosment*  seem  liish.  but 
thu  Increase  In  resources  warrant* 
the  new  jama. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Soil  fair,  but  owner*  Brahmins,  and 
there  I*  no  pakka  weU. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

3oils  fair,  stive  tho  bhnr  which  Is  in- 
ferior, olherwiso  drdo  rates. 

Good  soil,  sweet  water,  but  owners 
aredujars  and  will  hardly  baar 
the  Increase  at  circle  rates. 

Narmot  fair,  bnt  matrrt*  bad,  and 
bhor  not  good.  Many  wells,  two  ara 
kaclni, owners  Brahmins,  yet  wator 
is  swe>-t  and  near  th«  surface,  and 
cullurable  was  to  li  extensive. 

Soil  mainly  good  narmot,  owners  Brah- 
mins, and  wells  mostly  brmcktsh. 
The  Increase  at  circle  rates  cannot 
be  reached,  lump  smoi  Rs.  4,000  is 
fair. 

A  Bkinner  village  assessed  as  usual  at 

4  rent-roll. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Bolls,  save  a  few  acres),  of  good  m&irda 
Is  all  good  narmot,  cultorable  waste 
extensive,  but  tho  wells  are  salt, 
the  Jama  announced  Is  tho  result  of 
those  facts  balanced  against  each 
other. 
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Remahks. 


Clrclo  rates  nearly 
Circle  rates  nearly 

Much  In  the  same  state  as  at  lait  Settle* 
ment.  Soils  good,  owners  J  At*  and 
■  '■li,.-  well,  no  need  to  reduce  tho 
jkiua 

A  very  good  vlllsge,  save  bhdr  In  tho 
mlddleoftbo  c*tatc  canal  Irrigation, 
and  increase  of  cultivation  by  76  per 
cent.  Tho  Increase  now  made  how- 
ever 1*  enough  for  tbo  owner*. 

Land  not  very  good,  being  dry  and  me. 
what  ialt,  the  well*  thus  are  not  op 
to  tho  average.  Owners  ttrabiiilu* 

Circle  rates  nearly 

Circle  rates  nearly 

Village  at  present  over-assessed.  J  a  t* 

uro  owners  and  canal  irrigation 
hns  been  introduced  ;  tho  relief  now 
given  will  be  sufficient 
Soils  here  are  Inferior 

A  "mail  carefully  cultivated  estattj 
doing  well  at  present 

Circle  rates  nearly 

Circle  rates  nearly 

Bolls  below  tho  average,  one  well  sweet 
but  old,  the  other  brack  Uh,  irrlga- 
ble  area  perhaps  rather  over»ta« 
ted 

Soil  fair,  bat  unprotected  by  lrrigft. 
tton,  no  abodl 

Soils  good,  an  Immense  extension  nf 
cultivation,  but  owners  are  ltrsh- 
talns,  taking  low  rates.  &s.  2  chahf 
and  Be.  1  baranl,  we  yet  get  a  largo 
Increase  which  Is  enough 

Wells  Inferior  and  brackish,  the  culti- 
vation therefore  is  unprotected,  nor 
has  it  increased  macb,  low  rates  are 
necessary 

The  increase  has  been  enormous,  and 
the  soils  arc  fair,  but  at  last  Settle- 
ment It  was  very  highly  assessed  as 
being  almost  waste.  It  la  enough 
to  doable  the  jama 

Clrclo  rates  nearly 

A  largo  estate  divided  Into  7  pattia,  soils 
moderate,  canal  Irrigation.  A  war; 
kct  town 
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1,908 

2,042 

1   1  11 

18  6 

1   4  11 

Nannot.  fair,  but  raagda  and  bhur  rather 
Inferior ;  cultivation  since  Settlement 
nearly  treble,  and  canal  Irrigation 
introduced.  The  increase  however  at 
circle  rates  would  be  rather  too  high 

140 

8,34« 

8,486 

1,719 

I    3  6 

16  2 

1   6  7 

A  Skinner  Tillage ;  chak  rates  near)* 

6 

80 

710 

790 

982 

0  13  11 

110 

1   6  1 

Chak  rates  nearly 

-* 

o 

see 

1,917 

2,273 

2^74 

1     6  9 

1   8  1 

1  11  3 

A  superior  Jit  Tillage.  Bolls  almost 
throughout  f«lr,  water  nearer  than 
the  average  of  the  chak.  A  conslderablo 
Increase    In  resources   warrauU  the 
increase  taken 

1 

(0 

•■■ 

655 

705 

092 

0  14  8 

i  a  « 

1   8  6 

This  Tillage  hat  hitherto  been  over-as* 
sealed.  Soils  arerage,  but  water  near 
and  sweet,  and  the  town  of  Hasan  pur, 
U  also  near 
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36,1 58 

82,092 

23,383 

80,831 

80/460 

26.808 

3,136 

2,849 
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a 

< 
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a 

Gha»u  Total 

3,27,766 

2,88,323 

2,16,083 

2.94,061 

3,85.917 

2,46,736 

L7,6N 

380 

23,610 

681 

M 

14 

— 

Circle 

rates  on 

1 

amended 

area* 

2,94,061 

2,85,917 

> 

A.  ft.  — The  amount  shown  ni  Initial  demand  In  the  J  am  a*  and  I  Statement  Mntin  to  the  Deputy  Commisaiontr 
III.  C43  lor  tferdttni,  and  He.  1,775  fur  protective  Icaeee  from  tin  latter  ~  He,  2,719  ;  and  allow  Ha  91  tat 
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A  Skinner  estate  In  which  the  rent-roll 
bw  ducliiuxl  ooeusaod  accordingly 

• 

17 

191 

41« 

435 

1  1 

1 

1    4  8 

1   6  8 

Circle  rates  ncarl  j 

79 

17,677 

M 

•  •• 

337 

31,544  1,7 

U  1,80,933 

3,04,310 

3,38,698 

•  •• 

•  •• 

ff.  ft.— The  amount  entered  In  the 
JnmAhnnrti,  lis.  2,fi<i,0<is  Nagllaherc, 
It  entered  on  iU  reduced  jama  of  lis. 
OB,  Uinx  Ila.  91  1««  than  in  the 
Jam&bandi. 

sRs.  333,389.  To  reconcile  thU  with  the  IU.  2.85,917  shown  here,  deduct  Us.  801  on  account  o{  maafl  and  jagir, 
NotfUa  entered  here  ae  lit.  3tt  and  thero  as  IU.  814.   The  excess  woe  afterward*  roduoed. 


R,  MACONACHIE, 
Settlement  Officer. 
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B69 
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Bate  per  acre 
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I  3  i 
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1  4  7 


T3 
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1  6  8 


1  10  G  1  10  10 


1  9  11  1  10  8 


1  10101  12  2 


1,003  1  10  6 


764 


214 


1  10  8 


1  13  3 


1  11  7  1  11  7 


1  810 


1  6  2 


590  1  6  0 


630 


1  6  2 


1  9  7 


1  8  0 


1  6  8 


UEMARK8. 


1  9  7 


1   8  0 


I  6  10 


18  318  3 


A  very  good  village  and  present  jama 
very  low.  Circle  rates  uowever  give 
toogreat  an  increase. 

A  good  low-lying  village,  but  the  in- 
create  of  resources  is  not  enough  to 
justify  a  jama  at  circle  rates. 

A  good  village  with  a  large  increase  of 
cultivation.  Kacha  wells  can  be 
made  at  pleasure. 

This  village  adjoins  Chak  Mandikhera 
at  the  circle  rates  of  which  the  jama 
would  be  Rs.  999.  The  small  in- 
crease now  taken  is  justified  by  the 
increase  in  resources. 

A  good  village.  Cultivation  largely  in- 
creased, nnd  apparent  decrease  in 
irrigation  is  only  on  kacha  wells 
worked  mostly  in  drought. 

Nearly  an  average  village  of  the  circle, 
but  the  considerable  increase  re- 
quires something  lower  than  circlo 
rates. 

A  good  low-lying  village,  but  withont 
abadi.  In  wet  seasons  troublesome 
weeds  choke  the  crops,  hence  only  a 
moderate  increase. 

A  very  good  village,  and  it  might 
have  been  assessed  at  circle  rates 
had  not  the  increase  been  bo  great. 

One  of  the  Kotla  Jhfl  villages  in 
which  the  fixed  jama  is  assessed 
only  on  the  part  which  is  always 
cultivated  ;  on  the  other  Its.  2  per 
acre  whenever  cultivated.  Owners 
at  present  badly  off.  The  Bangui 
Chak  is  only  191  acres. 
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1  8  7 
I  C  10 
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I  6  4 


1  6  5 
1  C  4 
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1  7  4 
1  6  0 


18  5 
1  6  2 


1,349014  6  1  0  01  1  5 
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2,20' 


1  8  101  10  8 


1 1011 1  11 11 


5401  6  01  7  8 
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1.87*1   1   8  1   3  2  1  3 


1  10  9 


112  2 


1  8 


Remarks. 


Circle  rates. 

Increase  at  circle  rates  very  large  bat 
increase  in  cultivation  still  inrger. 
SoiU  good,  save  the  chain  wells  arc 
salt. 

A  fair  average  village  but  tbc  increase 
in  cultivation   docs   not  warrant 
giving  higher  than  the  jama  an- 
nounced. 
/ 

Very  lnrgc  increase  in  cultivation  but 
tlic  barani  lands  are  slightly  salt. 

Lands  are  somewhat  affected  by  reh. 

Soils  good  and  worth  the  circle  rates, 
but  the  increase  is  so  great  that  we 
cannot  follow  it. 

This  village  is  assessed  at  very  light 
rates  :  Rs.  1-8-0  ddhri,  Rs.  1  baraui. 
It  is  liable  to  excessive  submersion. 
Owuers  not  doing  well,  but  will 
be  relieved  by  the  10  per  cent, 
rule.  Jama  announced  wa9  Rs. 
1.504  but  reduced  by  the  Financial 
Commissioner  as  one  of  the  Laudoba 
villages  to  Rs.  1,350. 

A  good  low-lying  village.  Water  near 
and  good.  Distinctly  above  tho 
average  but  the  owners  arc  poor. 

No  need  for  a  reduction,  but    tho  • 
village  is  fully  assessed  near  Mandi- 
khcra  Chak  and  resembles  it. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Rs.  1,313  with  all  the  Jhil  land 
cultivated  would  bring  up  the  jama 
to  chak  rates.  This  reduction  i* 
needed,  the  village  is  heavily  mort- 
gaged  owing  to  excessive  inundation  . 
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Remarks. 


Circle  rates. 

An  inferior  village  with  soil  somewhat 
kalar.  but  a  very  large  increase  in 
cultivation. 

Soils  pood  but  not  often  flooded  by 
the  Landoha.  the  ddhri  rate  is  there* 
fore  made  Re.  1-10-0  only. 
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111  8  No  reduction  required,  but  the  increase 
shown  in  cultivation  is  mainly  no- 
minal ;  Rs.  11  added  for  gardens. 

114  o  Soils  good  though  somewhat  touched 
by  rch.  Some  reduction  on  present 
jama  required. 

114  2]  Circle  rates. 


14  6  Soil  good,  but  no  irrigation.  The  v  ill  ago 
is  poor  and  needs  relief. 


195  1  12  62  0  8 


1  8  2 


2  18 


404 
1,701 


The  village  is  doing  fairly  and  needs 
no  relief,  on  the  other  hand  the  jama 
cannot  be  raised,  the  cultivation  is 
really  barani. 

A  very  good  village  of  the  chak  ad- 
joining Chak  Landoha.  Owners  arc 
well  off  and  an  increase  may  fairly 
be  asked. 

Circle  rates. 


I  9  1  1  10  9,1  10  91  Circle  rates,  some  reduction  needed. 
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Remarks, 


Soil*  good,  bat  wells  all  kacha  and  salt. 
Mortgages  heavy.  The  village  needs 
relief. 

Circle  rates  nearly,  the  present  jama 
is  appropriate. 

Circle  rates  nearly.  Soils  good,  bnt  the 
water  is  salt.  Resident  owners  poor. 

A  fire  village  but  over-assessed,  reduc- 
tion required  as  given. 

Another  fine  village  but  over-assessed , 
Relief  given.  Soilsgood  and  low  lying. 

The  village  is  poor  and  needs  more 
relief  than  the  circle  rates  give. 

Present  assessment  high,  and  owners 
poor.  Soils  good  and  some  benefit 
from  hill  drainage.  Reduction  given 
is  sufficient. 

Circle' rates.  The  reduction  given  seems 
fair. 

A  very  good  village  and  doing  well ;  no 

material  chango  desirable. 

t 

Owners  doing  fairly,  no  need  for  redac- 
tion, still  the  assessment  is  a  full  one. 

Soil-  fair  save  in  the  chak,  and  a  large 
increase  of  cultivation. 

A  remarkably  good  village,  though  at 
present  over-assessed. 

Soils  good,  but  walls  kacha  and 
brackish.  Chahi  at  Ra.  3  and  the  rest 
at  circle  rates. 
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GURGAOX  DISTRICT—  continued. 
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Remabkb. 

24 

128 

22,1 

S76 

376 

1  14  6 

2  0  1 

2  0  ? 

» jjiaf,e  very  poor,  and  needs  relief, 
deposits  of  sands  have  been  made  in 
its  ddbri,  a  material  reduction  given 
but  no  need  to  go  lower. 

7 

84 

1,051 

688 

1,826 

1,840 

2  1  1 

2  3  1 

2  3  6 

This  large  villnge  is  no  doubt  at  present 
uvir-aBsessod.  Hand  deposits  and 
floods  less  frequent,  still  the  soila 
are  good.  Rates  chahi  Ra.  3-12-0, 
oann  Us.  2-6-0,  narmot  Rs.  2, 
magda  H8.  1-8-0,  bhur  Re.  1-2-0  +  26 

fur  f/;irH*Miu 

... 

32 

... 

SU1 

423 

424 

1  411 

1  14  6 

I  14  7 

Owners  rather  broken  down  nt  present, 
but  the  suits  are  good.  Wells  too  are 
iuiiy  usea.  and  area  per  lao  small. 
The  relief  now  given  should  start  the 
village  again. 

67 

176 

171 

404 

405 

1  1011 

1  11  10 

1  11  11 

Soils  about  average,  but  village  poor 
and  needs  relief. 

SI 
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438 

440 

2  0  9 

2  1  7 

2  1  9 

Circle  rates  are  appropriate. 

41 

24 

18C 

251 

261 

1010 

2  1  11 

2   1  11 

A  very  good  village  with  fertile  soils 
and  well  watered.  No  material 
change  desirable. 

4 

61 

225 

i 

1,989 

2,276 

2,286 

1  910 

1  11  6 

1  11  7 

A  very  good  village.  Foils  almost  all 
good,  but  the  owners  are  poor  and 
require  relief.    Rates— chahi,  which 
is  good,  Be  4,  dahri  Rs.  2-2-0,  narmot 
and  chiknot  Re.  1-14-0,  and  magda 
which  is  very  good,  Re.  1-10-0,  bhur 
Ee.  1-2-0 

14 

940 

3,516 

10,325 

t 

14,811 

4,895 

111  6 

1  1311 

114  1 
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EE  H  AUKS, 
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192 

221 

472 

47G 

114  0 

1  14 
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1  14 
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The  land  here  lies  rather  high  for  the 
Landoha.  No  material  change  cau 
be  made  with  advantage. 

114 

699 

813 

v.  U  i 

1  7  1 

1  7 
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1  810 

l  Die  is  a  village  below  the  average  and 
the  assessment  cannot  lie  raised  ;  it 
may  however  be  left  without  rcduc 
tiou. 
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43G 

70(1 

1,741 

2,877 

1  11  8 

2  1 

0 

2  2 

2 

A  very  fine  estate  stretching  across  tho 
Landoha  valley.  In  good  reasons  tho 
ddhri  grows  sugarcane,  chahi  Ba. 
3-8-0,  dahri  Rs.  3,  chiknotand  nannot 
ue.   1-I4-U.  nates  rather  high  but 
justified  by  the  increase  in  resources. 

■ .  • 
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ISO 

26i> 

2C9 

1  13  1 

1 13 

8 

1  13  10 

A  good  village  in  the  centre  of  tho 
valley.  Soils  are  fit  for  circle  rates 
but  some  abatement  is  allowed  for 
the  increase. 
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2  5  8 

210 

2  11 

0 

A  well  cultivated  market  gardening 
little  village  close  to  Firozpur.  Abovo 
the  average. 
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Not  a  good  village  of  tho  « hak,  a  largo 
hill  area  which  affords  wood  and 
grazing.  Chahi  Rs.  3,  chiknot  and 
narmot  Be.  1-8-0.  Bs.  26  for  miscel- 
laneous income  and  Bs.  3  for  gardens. 
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C47 

830 

838 

0  11  2 

1  9 

l 

I  9 

2 

Soils  good  but  lie  high,  wells  are  not 
fully  used,  and  area  given  as  irrigated 
is  excessive.   Increase  taken  is  suffi- 
cient. 
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•  •  ♦ 

375 

454 

455 

1  7  8 

1  13 

■! 

1  13 

4 

Nearly  average  of  the  chak,  but  water 
rather  deeper  than  usual,  no  room 
for  extension.  The  increase  taken  is 
enough  for  the  village. 

159 

■  ■  ■ 

434 

593 

593 

2  0  G 

2  1 

9 

2  1 

9 

This  village  has  suffered  from  the 
diminution  of  the  Landoha  floods, 
but  the  Nagli  band  will  benefit  it 
and  the  owners  are  not  very  pcor. 
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1,040 
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1,157 
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3 

2 

18 

Rdnidla  Firozpur 

1,353 

1,520 

1,338 

1,436 

1,338 
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12,065 

11,446 
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10,254 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT — continued. 
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1  10  9 
01211 

2  3 
2  1 
1  8 

2 
6 
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2  6  0 
2  1  11 
1  8  10 

Watered  by  the  Bandy  jhir.  Soils 
receive  injury  and  benefit  from  it. 
Chahi  Rs.  3-8-0,  all  other  cultiva- 
tion Rs,  2-4-0 

Village  over-assessed  and  in  need  of 
relief.  The  sand  of  the  Jhir  does 
real  harm  and  prospect  of  some  fur- 
ther injury. 

Village  lies  high,  and  so  does  not 
benefit  much  by  floods.  Wells  deep. 
Chahi  Rs.  2-12-0. 

172 

2,064 

762 

2,978 

3,029 

2  1  5 

2  2 

4 

2  2  11 

Soils  good  but  lie  rather  high,  well  deep. 
Chahi  Rs.  3,  dahri  Rs.  2-8-0,  chiknot 
and  narmot  Re.  1-6-0. 

75 

26 

187 

287 

289 

012  6 

I  14 

2 

1  14  6 

Soils  good,  bat  he  rnthcr  high  ;  wells 
deep.  Chahi  Rs.  3,  dahri  Rs.  2-8-0, 
chiknot  and  narmot  Re.  1-6-0.  This 
increase  is  large  enough. 

•  •  • 

43 

233 

276 

283 

1  7  1 

1  8 

4 

1  811 

Circle  rates  appropriate. 
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932 

1,338 

2,348 

2.394 

1  6  8 

1  1210 

1  13  6 

A  good  Tillage  with  level  fair  soild. 
No  kacha  wells,  and  water  rather 
deeper  than  average.  Circle  rates 
however  give  too  large  an  increase. 

88 

236 

287 

561 

666 

0  14  8 

1  14 

1 

1  14  2 

Circle  rates  nearly,  no  advance  pos- 
sible here. 

100 

186 

632 

818 

818 

1  9  1 

I  10 

2 

1  10  2 

East  of  village  poor,  west  good,  sand 
deposited  but  an  increase  of  cultiva- 
tion. The  assessment  is  best  lift  as  it 

at  n  n<  la 

384 

2,154 

1,683 

4,221 

0 

4,260 

2  4  4 

2  6 

C 

2  610 

A  very  fine  estate,  lying  tn  mid  valley. 
Soils,  save  some  of  the  bhiir,  good  ; 
present  assessment  very  high  but  the 
produce  is  very  good.  Snir»rcane  is 
grown  on  the  dahri  and  the  village 
has  been  accustomed  to  pay  a  large 
assessment.  Chahi  Rs.  8-8-0,  dahri  Rs. 
3,  chiknot  and  narmot  Rs.  2,  magda 
Re.  1-8-0,  bhdr  Rs.  1-4-0. 
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JlEMABKS, 


Not  n  good  villnpc.  Soil  good  bnt  lien 
high  ;  wcIIb  too  arc  deep.  Chahi  lis, 
3,  narmot  He.  1-8-0. 

Land  lies  high,  and  dahri  so  called 
gets  flooded  only  in  exceptional  yearn. 
One  of  the  wells  ont  of  order.  No 
greater  increase  than  thiB  is  safe. 

Soil  good,  bnt  springs  salt,  and 
mortgages  prevalent. 

Circle  rates  appropriate.  The  jnma 
announced  wns  lis.  565,  hut  reduced 
by  the  Financial  Commissioner  as 
one  of  the  Lnndoha  villages,  Ha.  505. 


Circle  rates    nro  appropriate 
something  on  the  gardens. 


with 


Village  very  much  as  it  was  at  the 
time  of  Settlement.  Assessment  hud 
better  be  left  as  it  is. 

Tart  of  the  land  lies  high,  part  lies  low, 
and  is  good  dahri.  As  a  whole  the 
Tillage  IB  a  very  good  one  and  should 
bear  a  higher  assessment.  I  i  u 
owners  are  however  poor. 

Circle  rates  appropriate. 

Circle  rates  appropriate. 

This  village  cannot  bear  any  advance. 
The  jama  had  better  stand  as  it  is. 

West  good  and  flooded,  cast  inferior. 
No  largo  reduction  wnntcd  but  un- 
doubtedly the  jama  is  a  full  one. 

A  large  increaso  in  cultivation  bnt  no 
great  increase  in  assessment  can  be 
made  The  village  cannot  bear  it, 
Sand  has  been  deposited. 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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REMARKS. 


An  average  village  U  regards  Hoil,  but 
water  lies  rattier  deeper  thaa  usual. 

Very  nearly  circle  rates. 

One  of  a  group  of  villages  in  Landoha 
valley  cut  off  by  the  fiultanpur  band. 
They  arc  still  above  average  though 
reduction  has  to  be  given.  Cotton 
largely  grown. 

Soils  all  fair  and  water  near.  Bixncw 
laos  beside  the  increase  in  cultiva- 
tion. Hate*  chahi  Rs.  3.  dahri  Rs. 
2.  chiknot  and  narmot  Rs.  l-8-o! 
magda  Rs.  1-2-0,  bhurannas  14,  but 
the  chahi  area  put  down  is  too  small. 


No  land  entered  as  dahri,  but  sand  had 
been  deposited,  other  land  good.  No 
material  change  in  jama  desirable. 

Land  in  two  valleys  between  hills  ; 
all  the  lower  land  is  good.  Good 
miscellaneous  income.  Cultivation 
much  extended,  but  50  per  cent,  in- 
crease is  enough. 

Soils  poor,  wells  mainly  katcha  and 
owners  not  well  off.  The  large  in- 
crease in  cultivation  does  not  war- 
rant any  u'reat  addition  to  the  jama. 
The  jama  announced  was  Rs.  548, 
but  reduced  by  the  Financial  Com- 
missioner as  ono  of  the  Landoha 
Tillages  to  Rs.  618. 

Soils  inferior,  and  wells  deep,  light 
rates  here  required. 

One  of  the  Ulahta  group  (see  supra) 
save  that  part  of  the  bh&r  is  inferior. 
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A  good  village  of  the  chak,  with  a 
large  increase  in  cultivation  over 
80  per  cent.    The  increase  in  irri- 
gation is  on  katcha  wells  which  are 
generally  worked  most  in  drought. 
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A  fair  village  with  60  per  cent,  in- 
crease in  cultivation  since  Settle- 
ment and  11  per  cent,  in  irrigation. 
Water  a  little  deeper  than  average. 
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An  inferior  village  with  no  abadi,  the 
well  rarely  used. 
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Dahri  inferior  but  water  near  for  the 
wells.  A  large  increase  in  cultiva- 
Hon  out  probably  on  the  worst  soils. 
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A  Khanzada  village,  with  an  increase 
of  over  1,400  acres  in  cultivation 
mostly  m  bhur,  however,  or  inferior 
magda.  Rates  must  be  light,  as 
the  chahi  is  partly  on  old  wells. 

... 
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Soils  inferior,  wells  deep  and  little 
used,  a  very  large  increase  in  cul- 
tivation but  the  circle  rates  cannot 
be  approximated. 

... 

150 

364 

514 

514 

I  2  9 

1  8  0 

1  8  0 

A  good  village  but  wells  not  general- 
ly in  full  use.  Some  abatement  in 
circle  rates  given. 
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"his  village  consists  for  the  most  part 
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anna*  8. 
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The  village  is  below  the  average. 
Chahi  Rs.  2-8-0,  magda  Rs.  1-1-0, 
bhur  annus  13. 
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Remarks, 


2H4j)14  0]  0  110  5  Water  near  and  sweet  bnt  soil  bad 

of  its  kind.  A  large  increase  in  re- 
sources both  in  cultivation  and  in 
well  irrigation. 


Soil  poor,  but  water  near  and  area 
entered  per  lao  small.  Owncra 
well  off.    No  need  of  reduction. 


li'.h  13  7  0  13  100  14  1 
10(|l  9  2  2  0  02  0  0 


311  1  12  10  1  5  10  I  5  11 
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316|I  5  0  1  7  8  1  7 
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East  soil  high  and  inferior,  West  low 
and  good.  Bhnr  inferior,  at  former 
Settlement  a  large  area  of  cbahi 
iwn  in  the  dAhri  lands  which  in 
time  of  drought  are  irrigable  from 
katcha  wells.  The  new  cultivation 
is  on  inferior  lands. 

A  poor  village,  injured  by  sand  de- 
posits. 

Soil  not  naturally  good,  but  the  estate 
is  well  cultivated  and  close  to 
Firozpur.  Owners  fairly  off  and  a 
small  increase  in  demand  justifia- 
ble by  the  increase  in  resources. 

Dahri  generally  flooded  only  by  hill 
water,  and  water  neat  but  generally 
suit,  otherwise  circle  rates  appropri- 
ate. 

Rather  above  the  average  in  its  bhtir 
and  magd.i.  The  increase  in  jama  is 
warranted  by  increase  in  resources. 

Circle  rates  very  nearly. 

Very  much  like  the  preceding  villago 
and  assessed  at  the  same  rates. 


Soils  below  average,  and  wells  rather 
deep.  The  increase  too  is  very  large 
at  chak  rates. 


Jiqitized  byGc 


hv 

TAHSIL  FIROZPUR 


10   |   11    !l2|    13  |  14 


Digitized  by  Google 


lv 


GURGAON  DISTRICT.-continued. 


16 


17 


18 


19 


21 


22 


23 


24 


Cultivated. 


to 


i 


67 


21 


o 


"2  « 

^  -- 

a 


166 


31 


90 


196 


73 
84 

C8| 


218 


43 
56 


T3 


c 
— 


444 


27; 


634 


1,140 


436 


191 


416 


290 


e2 


667 


298 


665 


1,173 


1,336 


562 
331 

483 


290 


3 

o 
H 


66' 


317  0  11  50  11  4 


671 


1,190 


1,342 


".1 


336 


Rate  per  acre 


1 
o 
•*•« 

c 
O 


8 
3 

o 

i 


16  417  4 


0  5  5 


1  4  5 


01210 


Oil  11 


0  14  4 


1   7  4 


0  12  1 


1  8  9 


1  1  3 


a 


o 

a 
O 


0  12  0 


1  7  0 


1  I  S 


1  7  9 


1  6  3 


483  0  11  0 


I  10  9 


012  7 


300  01010016  2 


1  11  2 


012  7 


1  6  4 


015  9 


Remarks. 


Well  land  dahri  and  bhnr  inferior, 
niagda  fair.  The  increase  now  given, 
its  sufficient. 

This  village  was  injured  by  sand 
deposits,  and  received  relief,  the  jama 
now  is  light,  but  the  owncrB  are 
poor,  and  more  damage  may  come. 
No  advance  possible. 

A  very  large  increase  in  cultivation 
but  the  soils  are  bad.  The  village 
an  inferior  one,  and  the  owners  not 
well  off. 

A  considerable  increase  in  resources, 
rates  dahri  Ha.  2.  and  cbahi  Hs.  2-12-0, 
the  well  water  is  generally  brack- 
ish. 

The  soils  are  nearly  fit  for  circle  rates, 
but  the  increase  is  so  sudden  that 
some  abatement  iB  necessary.  The 
jama  announced  waB  lis.  1,600  but 
reduced  by  the  Financial  Commis- 
sioner as  one  of  the  Landoha  villages 
to  Rs.  1,450. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 


Circle  rates  for  the  chahi  and  magda 
a  trifle  less  for  (he  dahri  and  nar- 
mot ;  the  owners  are  well  off. 

An  inferior  village  with  a  very  large 
increase  of  cultivation.  The  increase 
in  jama  must  be  moderate  to  Buit 
the  means  of  the  owners.  Jama  an- 
aounced  was  Rs.  474  but  reduced  by 
the  Financial  Commissioner  as  one 
of  the  Landoha  villages  to  Rs.  380. 

A  great  increase  of  cultivation  but  the 
band  has  diverted  the  Nulla.  The 
present  jama  is  best  for  this  village. 
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It  F.N  AUKS. 


Soils  fair,  and  tbe  eslate  having  its 
own  mark i-t  as  a  town  i9  specially 
well  Situated.  Yet  the  increase  in 
cultivation  is  mainly  on  weak  soils. 

This  village  is  like  Ulnhtn.  No  fur- 
thcr  reduction  secuis  called  for. 

Jama  has  been  regularly  paid,  but  the 
owners  are  poor,  tome  reduction  is 
therefore  needed.  The  produce  of 
these  lands  however  in  the  north- 
west of  the  Firozpur  valley  is 
good, 

The  village  is  in  much  the  some  con- 
dition us  at  Inst  Settlement,  and 
there  seems  no  reason  to  change  its 
assessment. 


Soils  fair,  but  the  cultivation  is  not 
quite  good.  This  increase  though  at 
somewhat  low  rates  is  enough. 

The  village  has  Buffered  from  "and 
deposits  ;  otherwise  tbe  soil  i«i  good. 

Soil  about  average,  but  the  condition 
of  the  village  is  not  good. 

An  increase  of  cultivation, hut  the  good 
lands  have  been  injured  by  hand 
deposits.    No  change  advisable. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

An  inferior  village  with  a  great  in- 
creaee  in  cultivation.  A  large  hill 
area  also  which  supplies  pasturing 
to  a  great  many  animals.  J*fM 
announced  was  lis.  409  but  reduc- 
ed by  the  Financial  Commissioner 
as  one  of  the  Landoha  villages  to  lis. 
360. 
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Remabks. 


This  village  resembles  Ulahta.  All  soils 
good  of  their  kind  save  the  bhor, 
under  the  hill  some  rch  however. 
No  great  reduction  required. 

Chahi  assessed  at  Re.  1-8*0,  as.the  well 
is  rarely  used,  other  soils  at  circle 
rates. 


011  10  012  0  The  soil  all  of  inferior  bhnr,  rate  12 
annas  nil  round,  the  well  is  hardly 
ever  used. 


3  4  1  4 10  1  4  1 


1,292  0  12  10 


12  6 


9  8 


12  4 


14  1 


13  9 


1  0  9  1  0 10|  Some  increase  in  cnltivation,  but 
some  deposit  also  of  sand.  The  jama 
had  best  remain  as  it  is. 
A  good  village  iti  which  some  increase 
may  be  fairly  taken,  as  cultivation 
has  increased. 
1  2  5  1  2  7  An  inferior  tract  at  annas  14,  and  a 
good  one  with  chahi  Ks.  3-8-0, 
narmot  Rs.  1-12-0,  magd  i  Rs.  1-6-0, 
bhur  annas  14.  The  increase  in 
cultivation  has  been  considerable 
but  the  jama  was  orginally  stiff. 
1  6  l'l  6  1  The  west  part  of  this  village  is  very 
good.  There  is  no  need  of  a  large 
reduction  though  room  for  some  :  at 
given. 

015  4  1  4  0]  Large  increase  of  cultivation,  though 
the  6oils  arc  poor.  Some  addition  to 
the  jama  is  justified. 
1  3  1  1  4  C  Jama  regularly  paid.  A  large  increase 
in  cultivation,  but  damage  done  by 
deposits  of  sands.  No  material 
change  desirable. 
1  4  6  1  6  4  Water  near,  and  sweet.  The  soils  might 
perhaps  justify  higher  rates,  bat  the 
increase  is  considerable  and  suffi- 
cient for  the  village, 

1  4  01  3  7 
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Soil!  avermre  but  water  brackish,  and 
increase  considerable. 

Soils  rather  Mow  the  average,  and 
not  much  increase  in  cultivation. 

Soils  good  but  Mil  in  rlnCM>nnd  fiome 
ot  the  well*  very  old.  Chahi  Rs.  2-4-0 
nwnoths.  1.2-0.  It  is  not  desirable 
to  tako  more. 

Cultivation  unprotected,   h'annot  R8. 
niagda  annas  15,  bhur  annua 

Soil  good,  but  water  salt  and  cultiva- 
lion  not  well  protected. 

Lkbtlynssessed.  Last Scttlementchahi 
It  worth  Ks.  2  8-0.  as  water  is  sweet 
ami  near,  barani  soils  inferior.  The 

ir.crca.se  taken  is  large  but  the  rates 

are  low, 

C  ircle  rates.  The  village  is  a  good  one. 

A  fully  average  village  but  the  increase 
II «o  great  that  conic  abatement  is- 
necessary. 

.Soils  above  the  average  with  canal  ir. 
rigation. 

Soil  good  but  unprotected  by  irrigation. 

Magda  and  bhur  about  average,  chik- 
not  and  nannot  somewhat  inferior 
"Wells not  fully  used.  Chahi  Its.  2-4-0* 
nannot  and  chiknot  Kb.  1-3-0* 
magda  lis.  1-1-0.  bhur  annas  14,  ' 

Circle  rates  appropriate. 

Soil  about  average.  Well  deep  and 
not  fully  used.  The  increase  is  very 
great  and  low  rates  are  necessary. 
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Soil  about  average.    Well  cultivation 
not  very  good,  but  the  increase  in 
cultivation  35  percent,  warrants  an 

flSSl'fi<ni4?n  t  fkOTlif'Wll  fit     nlinrn  tvirnlA 

rates. 
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Much  the  same  as  at  last  Settlement. 
This  village  requires  no  change  in  its 
jama. 
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1  8  8 

1  3  9 

The  incrofi^e  in  oulf imHrtn  tia.  Kn<m 
1 1 4  per  cent.  Canal  irrigation  has  bean 
introduced,  the  soils  are  worth  circle 
rates,  but  owing  to  the  great  rise 
in  iuma  an  abatement  in  m.,  i,, 

2  350 
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2.287 

3,120 

3,124 

I  8  0 

1  10  2{ 

1  10  3 

decidedly  above  tho  nvoraoA  *\t  tu** 
cliak.  The  increase  now  taken  is  small, 
compared  with  the  increase  in 
resources,  but  the  present  jama  was 
a  light  one  and  population  rather 
presses  on  the  land. 
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uciow  wie  average  ot  the  clink, 
but  a  large  increase  in  well  irrigation 
has  taken  place. 
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Circle  rates  appropriate. 
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A  town   hilt  nut  havinff  mi^h  r\f  *u«  u,*,.u 

cultivation  nsual  near  towns.  The 
present  jama  was  originally  high,  so 
that  compared  with  the  increase  of 
resources  the  advance  to  be  made 
is  small. 

16 
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)  16  7 

1  0  2 

1  0  8 

Wells  rarely  used,  soils  about  average. 
Canal  irrigation  introduced,  circle 
rates  almost  appropriate  but  the 
increase  would  be  too  great  for  the 
means  of  the  owners. 

...  61 

708 

769 

782 

0  0 

L  2  4 

1  211 

Soils  fair,  save  magda  which  is  not 
good  and  bhur  which  is  inferior. 
Increase  in  cultivation  45  per  cent. 
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An  increase  of  80  per  cent,  in  the 
cultivate*!  area,  and  this  is  now 
protected  by  the  canal ;  well  will 
probabl)  fall  into  disuse.  Rates  chik- 
notand  narmot  Ks.  1-5-0,  magda 
Ks  1-2-0.  bhur  annas  14. 

Circle  rates  nearly.  Soils  about 
average  ;  an  increase  of  10  per  cent, 
in  cultivation,  but  some  decrease  in 
the  inigated  area. 


Soils  slightly  above  the  average.  Vil- 
lage doing  well  and  there  has  been  a 
considerable  increase  in  resources. 

Soils  rather  salt ;  wells  brackish,  present 
jama  light,  rise  great,  rates  arc  chahi 
Ks.  2,  barani  Ke.  1. 

Soils  all  good  of  their  sorts,  and  but 
for  the  great  increase  the  village 
might  have  been  assessed  at  circle 
rated. 

Circle  rates  nearly.    Soils  all  good. 

Soils  average,  save  some  of  the  narmot 
which  is  rat  her  inferior.  Circle  rates 
are  appropriate  were  it  not  for  the 
great  increase. 

Soils  fair,  Tin.  5  off  for  the  well  being 
deep,  otherwise  circle  rates. 

Soil  about  average,  but  wells  rarely 
used  and  increase  very  great. 

Soils  good,  no  need  for  a  reduction, 
the  old  jama  is  retained. 

A  good  village  which  might  hnvo 
been  assessed  at  circle  rates  but  the 
increase  is  too  large. 
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Soils  slightly  nbove  average.  A  slight 
incre;ise  may  be  taken  as  though 
the  assessment  is  fairly  high,  tbcre 
has  been  an  increase  of  33  per  cent, 
in  cultivation. 

Circle  rates  nearly.    A  fair  village. 

Soils  rather  kallar.  and  wells  deep. 
A  light  assessment  heretofore  acqui- 
esces gentle  treatment  now. 

Soils  average,  and  a  very  great  in- 
crease in  cultivation,  so  the  assess- 
ment now  will  be  3  anuas  per  acre 
below  circle  rates. 

K  large  increase  in  cultivation  bat  the 
jama  originally  must  have  been  very 
hard,  soil  a  little  kallar  in  places. 
Village  is  remote  in  situation. 

Soils 1  at  her  below  the  average.  Increase 
in  cultivation  has  been  4'.\  percent., 
but  nn  inferior  soils,  and  the  village 
will  Iwar  only  the  following  ratcs- 
chahi  k*.  2-8*-0,  narmot  Its.  1-4-0, 
chiknot(hard)Re.  1,  magda  Hs.  1-1-0, 
bhur  annas  14. 

Soils  generally  fair.  Watcrratherdeen, 
and  some  wells  brackish.  Theestateia 
a  good  one  near  Pnnahana,  and  canal 
irrigation  has  been  introduced,  still 
owing  to  the  great  increase  somewhat 
lower  rates  are  necessary. 

Soils  fair.  Water  near  and  sweet. 
The  increase  in  resources  justifies  the 
rates  chahi  Us.  2-8-0,  chiknot  and 
narmot  lis.  1-6-0,  magda  lis.  1-3-0. 

Cultivation  has  increased  35  per 
cent.,  and  the  circle  rate*  give  an 
increase  of  66  per  cent.  All  cultiva- 
tion will  be  assessed  now  at  Rs.  1-1-0 
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Soil  about  average,  but  He.  1  on  the 
mag  da  is  enough  for  the  village. 

Wells  almost  all  kacha.  very  deep  and 
not  fully  used.  Narmot  Dot  good,  and 
the  increase  at  circle  rates  greater 
than  that  in  cultivation. 

Village  inferior.  Magda  ib  good  bat 
other  soils  not  ;  the  owners  m>t  very 
well  off,  and  the  increase  even  at 
low  rates  Lugo. 

Chiknot  and  narmot  good,  magda  in- 
ferior and  the  btiur  under  the  lull 
had. but  much  pula  grown.  Water  too 
in  near,  though  in  h<lf  the  wells 
brackish,  (  hahi  Rs.  2-8-0,  chiknot 
and  narmot  Ks.  1-6-0  mngdo  Re.  1, 
bhur  ntni  <fe  12. 

Soils  fair,  but  water  deep  and  salt. 
Rates  something  Ices  (ban  circle  rate 
all  round. 

Water  pweet  and  near,  though  the  soil 
has  some  saltne-s.  The  increase  at 
circle  rates  is  greater  than  the  in- 
arco*c  in  cultivation. 

An  inferior  village  without  an  ab&di. 

A  good  village  lit  for  full  circle  rates, 
even  though  the  increase  is  large. 

Water  good,  soils  generally  good.  Nar- 
mot is  worth  Rs.  1-5-0,  magda  at 
circle  rates.  The  increase  now  taken 
in  justified  by  the  increabe  in 
resources, 

A  very  good  villago  worth  more  than 
circle  rates,  were  it  not  for  the  .-ud- 
den  rise. 

Soils  average.  The  mngda even  i*  gi  i  I 
bu:  the  cultivation  is  unprotected 
and  R«.  1-1*0  per  acre  is  enough. 
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Soils  fair.  Cultivation  well  managed 
but  tbc  pakka  well  appears  to  have 
been  damaged  by  sand  and  not 
used  for  several  years,  the  land 
on  it  will  be  assessed  an  unirrigated, 
other  land  at  circle  rates. 

A  good  village  in  the  circle,  lies  low. 
Water  sweet  but  the  well  is  not 
generally  used,  chiknot  and  nar- 
mot  worth  Kb.  1-8-0,  magda  Ht>. 
1-4-0. 

Soil  average,  but  no  abadi,  or  irri- 
gation. 

Circle  rato  arc  just  equal  to  the  old 
jama  which  is  a  fair  one. 

No  abadi,  soil  average,  no  irrigation 
and  owners  not  very  well  off,  Rs. 
1-1-0  all  roand. 

Some  of  the  bhur  inferior,  other  soils 
average,  water  too  near,  and  mostly 
sweet,  but  not  in  general  use. 

Already  a  full  jama,  no  rise  can  bo 
taken,  nor  is  any  deduction  required 

An  Inferior  village,  Re.  1  on  cultiva- 
tion all  round,  is  sufficient. 

A  very  good  village,  save  that  tho 
pakka  wells  arc  salt.  Tho  former 
jama  allowed  for  profits  made  by 
the  owners  on  cultivation  in  Bhort- 
pur,  which  has  now  been  taken  from 
thorn.  They  are  now  very  poor, 
and  the  assessment  extremely  high. 

Well  not  nsed,  soils  good,  assess  at 
Re.  1  all  round  as  the  rise  is  so 
great. 

Circle  rates  appropriate. 
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Wells  in  general  use,  and  soils  about 
average.  The  increase  of  cnhivation 
on  the  cultivated  area  has  been'Ct. 
per  cent.,  but  much  of  this  is  on  in- 
ferior  eoils.  The  rise  taken  is  not  too 
much, 

Chahi  Rs  2-6-0,  as  below  average 
bhur  the  Mine  annas  12,  other  rule* 
as  of  the  circle. 

A  well  cultivated  little  village  fit  for 
sugarcane. 

A  good  low-lying  village,  wells 
sweet  and  water  near.  Worth  consi- 
derably more   than    circle  mtP« 

Chah,IK2.12-0(ehiknotSdna^:9t 
ttlm-h  are   very  good  Bs.  1.7.0 
magda  Rs.  L3-0,  bhur  annas  1 4 . 

Soils  average  but  wells  Mlt  so  that 
cultivation  is  unprotected,  Mve  by- 
canal  irrigation  which  is  somewhat 

sufficient.  **'  1  °n  * 

Soils  av.  rage  but  wells  brackish  and 
little  used,  the  increase  in  cultha- 
tion  has  been  only  27  per  cent, 
low  rates  are  taken. 

**!*•}  *?*  ihe  hhnr  *he  village  i, 
decidedly  above  the  average  of  the 
circle.  Water  near  and  generally 
sweet.  The  increase  too  given  by 
the  circle  rates  is  less  than  what  14 
justified  by  the  increase  in  resource*. 

Vil'age  about  the  average,  and 
worth  circle  rates. 

2  Soils  good  ;  water  near  wells  general- 
ly  used.    Worth  more    than  circle 
rates,  chahi  Ra.  3,  chiknot  and  nar- 
1-8-0,  majtda  Ra.  1-4-0. 
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1  2  4|  Soils  good,  and  in  themselves  worth 
more  than  revenue  rates,  but  the 
increase  is  so  large  that  some  abate- 
ment is  necessary  locking  at  the 
capabilities  of  the  village. 

Soils  good,  and  ranal  irrigation  has 
been  introduced.  The  character  of 
the  village  would  warrant  a  circle 
rates  jama  but  the  increase  is  too  large. 

Soils  good,  but  the  increase  at  circlo 
rates  would  be  too  much  for  the 
village. 

Soils,  save  the  chiknot  (too  hard),  is 
good,  but  owing  to  the  ealtuess  of 
the  springs  there  is  no  irrigation. 
Assets  at  lis.  1-1-0  all  round. 

Village  has  no  abadi  or  irrigation. 

Soils  fair,  save  that  in  parts  they  are 
rather  salt,  and  wells  deep. 

Soil  worth  circ  e  rates  but  the  little 
village  would  find  the  full  rate 
rather  too  stiff. 

No  abadi  bat  the  land  lies  close  to 
Uisamdika  where  the  owners  Jive. 
There  has  been  an  extension  of 
cultivation  and  a  slight  increase  is 
fair. 

A  very  good  village  close  to  Punahana, 
manure  abundant,  and  canal  irriga- 
tion introduced.  The  increase  taken 
is  fully  justified  by  the  increase  m 
reaourcea. 

1  1  4  A  fair  village  with  soils  worth  circle 
rates,  but  to  do  more  than  double  the 
jama  might  be  too  much  for  the 
owners. 
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A  fair  Tillage  with  soils  worth  circle 
rates  but  the  increase  is  too  sudden. 

A  good  village,  wells  generally  sweet ; 
the  narmot  is  worth  lis.  1-5-0, 
luugda  Its.  1-2-0,  bhur  only  annas  12. 

The  water  is  s:ilt  and  cultivation  being 
thus  really  unprotected  is  assessed 
at  lis.  1-1-0  all  round. 

No  mom  for  an  increase  bnt  the  village 
U  doing  well  and  needs  no  reduction. 

An  inferior  village  with  a  large  increases 
in  cultivation.  Water  deep,  wells  not 
generally  UBed  and  soine  of  them 
katcha. 

Soil  average,  but  the  owners  not  very 
well  off,  the  pakkn  well  has  rather  a 
large  area  put  down  for  it.  Chabi  Rs, 
2  and  barani  cultivation  Re.  1, 
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Village  a  very  good  one.  soils  excellent, 
might  well  bo  assessed  at  circle 
rate*  but  for  the  greatness  of  the 
increase. 

Noabadi.  former  assessments  low,  and 
increase  at  circle  rates  very  large,  as- 
sessed lightly  ckahi  K&.  2-2-0, 
narmot  Its.  1-1-0,  magda  annas  14", 
and  bhur  annas  8. 

Soils  good  but  unprotected  by  irrign- 
tion  owing  to  the  Faltness  of  springs. 
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cannot  follow  the  circle  rates. 


285 


Rem  auks. 


1  0  11 
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Uninhabited,  and  a  chak  Jhil  formed  in 
the  lower  lands.  Rate?  on  the  per* 
manent  chak  dhari  2,  cbiknot 
and  narmot  lis.  1-4-0,  magda  Re.  1. 

Not  much  increase  in  resources  of  the 
village  since  last  Settlement. 

Circle  rates  are  appropriate. 

Assessment  cannot  fairly  be  raised,  but 
there  is  no  need  to  reduce  it. 

Soil  pood,  bat  cultivation  is  unprotected 
owing  to  the  taltness  of  the  springs. 

Soil  good,  and  some  room  for  exten- 
sion, hut  no  irrigation  owing  to 
saltness  of  the  springs. 

Narmot  fair.  Rs.  1-6-0,  magda  inferior, 
Re.  1,  and  bhur  is  worth  only  annas 
8.  The  increase  in  cultivation 
appaiently  on  the  inferior  soils,  but 
the  old  assessments  were  much 
higher. 

The  estate  is  a  good  one.  but  the  former 
assessments  were  light,  and  the  'in- 
crease at  circle  rates  is  far  too 
great  to  follow. 

Soils  average,  but  increase  great  and 
cultivation  unprotected. 


The  increase  in  resources  is  not  equal 
to  the  increase  at  circle  rates,  and 
the  cultivation  is  not  protected  by 
irrigation. 
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15|  16 


17  1  18 


19 


S 


Cultivated. 


3 

cs 


O 


50 


207 


CO 

of 


CI 

J3 


61  i 

fc  S 


160 


669 


C5 


P 


213 


6,759 


en 


413 


7,635 


CO 

M 
o 


20   I  21 


22 


23 


425 


7,927 


a* 
•I 
© 


iZflfe  acre 


<4 

a 
O 


1 


eS 
"3 

s 

a 
o 


j 

l» 

•<-» 
» 

a 
O 

3 

o 

8 


1  4  91  5  81  6  4 


0  15  4  1  0  7 


- 

o 


I  1  2 


24 


ItEMABKS. 


Good  narmot,  and  average  mngda. 
Wells  not  fully  used.  Appropriate 
rates  are  Ks.  2-4-0  chain,  narmot  Be. 
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R.  MACONACHIE, 
Settlement  Officer. 
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15  new  laoB  constructed. 

23 

•  •  * 

301 

324 

439 

011  7 

0  12  0i 

1 

0 

31 

About  an  average  village,  but  with  the 
great  increase  some  abatement  must 
bo  allowed. 

24 

•  •  • 

1,381 

1,405 

1,521 

1  0  3| 

1  0111 

1 

2 

41 

Wells  aro  deep  and  salt,  and  tho  in* 
crease  at  chak  rates  large. 

32 

1,354 

1,386 

1,558 

1  4  3 

1  5  31 

1 

7  111 

Qoil  good,  and  canal  irrigation  has 
been  introduced.  Wells  aro  deep, 
1  a  ran:  rates  Bs.  1-6*0. 

2D 

... 

422 

451 

462 

1  2  11} 

1  311] 

1 

4 

51 

Fair  average  village,  with  however 
deop  wells  ;  abatement  ia  allowed  ia 
tho  increase. 

127 

•  •  9 

2,109 

2,236 

2,307 

1   1  1 

1  2  51 

1 

3 

4 

A  good  soil,  owned  by  Jats,  but  tho  in- 
crease ia  so  largo  that  something 
must  be  given  up.  Lham  lit.  ii-4-0 
and  barani  lis.  1*2*0. 

60 

•  •  t 

2,975 

3,035 

3,054 

1  2  11 

1  2  61 

1 

3 

6 

Circle  rates. 

i  ■  • 
•#1 

■  ■■ 

•  •  • 

218 
779 

218 
779 

222 
799 

1  3  4f 
0  10  9 

1  4  21 
01110 

1 

0 

4 
11 

61 
7 

Villago  doing  fairly.    8oil  good  and 

UflOU  to  D&V  much  hicrliAr  in.inn.fl 

The  increase  is  ao  onormous,  that  as  a 
compromise  I  doublo  the  jama. 

■  •  ■ 

178 

178 

200 

014  0 

015  21 

I 

1 

1 

Soil  below  the  average  and  ownora 
aro  Gujiirs. 

26 

•  •  • 

1,372 

1,398 

1,531 

014  7| 

015  7J 

1 

1 

2 

Soils  fair,  water  good,  but  ownora  are 
Rajputs,  and  the  increaso  at  circle 
rates  is  too  high. 

• 

w3 
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Number. 

Name  of  Tillage 

Highest  Jama  before  last 
Settlement. 

HigheBt  Jama   of  last 
Settlement. 

Average  demand  of  tho 
last  5  years  ending 
Rabbi  1877. 

Estimated  demand  as  per 
revenue  rates  sanction- 
ed for  the  circle. 

Jama  annonneed  orfizedl 
by  Commissioner   on  | 
appeal. 

Total  area  of  tho  village. 

Minkdi 

Vnculti. 
rated. 

Unoultarable  with 
village  site. 

6 

■5"  S 

Fallow 
Gardens. 

19 

Bamnaula  Jogi 

•  •  • 

522 

282 

28S 

71- 

67C 

63( 

20 

81 

 — 

1  •••  ... 

14 

Buraka  Ha  thin 

•  •  • 

381 

311 

311 

430 

387 

38C 

22  . 

is 

...  7 

15 

Bhanguri  Udaipuri 

8CG 

349 

349 

763 

613 

637 

23 

■  •       •  *  • 

*  •  ■ 

16 

Bhudpur 

Ml 

432 

„  249 

249 

327 

308 

276 

7 . 

2 

17 

Bhimsika 

■  «* 

962 

562 

502 

606 

664 

466 

19  . 

10 

•  •  • 

■< 

© 

< 

18 

Bahin 

7,600 

5,109 

5,099 

4,372 

5,530 

4,355 

216  . 

914 

< 

CO 

3 
■< 

B 

-< 

Bainsi 

H 

19 

1,475 

1,050 

1,050 

979 

1,077 

883 

70.. 

44 

20 

Paosar 

570 

375 

373 

729 

600 

628 

24  .. 

9* 

21 

Pachainka 

768 

445 

445 

651 

612 

531 

18  .. 

2 

22 

Puthli 

•  ■• 

817 

435 

435 

596 

597 

687 

14  . 

51 

23 

Pundri 

Ma 

1,000 

900 

900 

1,057 

1,166 

1,056 

43  . 

168 

• » •  ... 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT-continued. 


i  t   n   q  I  A  fair  estate  which  would  ordinarily  bo 
610|0H  5i01410  1  6  8  I  A  „,fl(8„d  ftt  circle  rates.  As  the  in- 

crease  is  flo  great,  I  only  double  tho 
jama. 

I  Not  moch  increase  in  re sourc e., but 
the  soils  are  fair,  and  kacha  wella 
practicable. 

4  0  lb  11 J  Soil  good  and  owned  by  J  fits,  with  some 
0  0  151111     c(Jialirrigation.  An  enormou- exten- 

sion of  cultivation,  but  no  abadi. 

,   2  jAnaveragoymage,butthoiDcrea8eat 
^'     circle  rates  would  be  a  trifle  high. 


Remarks, 


1   8  3i  A  good   soil,  with  n!»;  0ld 

1     laments  wore  much  higher. 

I  11   4il  A  very  fine  JAt  village,  .oil  good,  and 
1  1       *      canal  irrigation    introduced.  The 
barani  rate  here  may  t"ri!  bo  Ea« 
1-10.0. 

No  need  for  redaction,  .oil  good,  and 
water  near.    Tho  vilVage  is  on  the 
border  of  Chak  Dahar .  If  the  owner, 
wore  not  Kajput,  the  rates  might  be 
higher. 

1   0  7  J  Soil  good  with  canal  irrigation,  but  the 
1     increase  le  10  great  that  it  must  bo 
moderated. 

A  fair  average  village,  but  water  lie. 
deep,  and  the  increase  is  consider- 
able. 

Circle  rates. 

\  very  good  Jdt  village.  Soil,  good,  save 
thi  bhur,  and  water  is  near  |  beside 
the  increase  in  cultivation  thero 
have  boon  two  new  wella  made. 
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Name  of  village. 


24'  Paharpur 

25  Pabari 

i 

26  Taunka 

27  Thekraka 

28  Jarrfri 

29  Jalilpur  Hathin... 

30  Jaaauhauli 

81  Ch&nddka 

32  Ckhaonaa 

33  Diibalu 

34  DuraicU 
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281  25C 


987  1,231 


276  476 


221 

380 
825 
425 

48 


246 

523 
988 
771 

104 


895 

273 

495 
1,081 
637 

80 


1,429)  2,429  2,407j  2,075   l.ssd  86. 


971 

429| 

199| 

427| 
781 
8791 

II7I 


265      265      271  319 


289 


280 


289 


28G 


396 


322 


337 


339 


368 


319,  289 


TASHIL  NUH, 


11    |12f    13   14  15 


Mini 


at. 


Unculti- 
rated. 


% 

a  « 

%  ~ 
B  f 

D 


11 


86! 


JO 

■ 

1-  r 

M I  S 

B 

o 


1  It 
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B 
9  I 
|~ 
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53 


18 
24 

32 


25  .. 


24  . 


15 


99 


C 
35 
158 

19 
58 
17 

26 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT — continued. 
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32 


17 
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241 
781 
352 
177 

380 
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1,538 
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274 
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372 


684 
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1,737 


29r. 
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271 
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2451   1  6J 


886 


37C 


190  I9(j 


403  409 


723  759 


847 


114 


1,796 


274 


Mate  per  acre 
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1  4  3 


0  14  81 


i  5  iii 


1  2  6} 


1  6  1 


I 


1  7, 
c  S 

5S 


1  2  41 


1  6  2} 


■ 

•A 

Is 

6 

3 

o  , 


1  2  4; 


1  9  0* 


1  9  911  10 


1  6  11JI  6 111 


1  3  4 


1  6  9J 


1  8  71 


I  7  11 


0  11  7^012  2V01410J 


010  11} 


1  1  7! 


314  0  15  | 


341 0  14  8 


118 


Oil  3J 


1  2  5J 


1  0  3 


015  8 


0  13  5f 


1  3  11 


1  1  3 


I  0  11} 


1  2  71  1  2  7J 


24 


Soils  fair,  and  water  sweet,  but  it  lies 
deep,  and  resources  have  not  greatly 

increased. 

A  good  J&t  Tillage  doing  fairly,  and 
in  mach  the  same  state  as  at  last 
settlement,  no  change  is  advisable. 

Soil  is  good,  but  some  of  the  so-called 
chahi  is  not  fairly  to  be  treated  as 
suoh.    Tho  incroaae  too  is  large. 

A  small  well  cultivated  village.  Soils 
Bave  the  bhur  good,  water  near  and 
sweet. 


Wells  deep,  and  soils 
average. 


Soils  good,  water  brackish,  but  near,  in- 
crease in  resources  gTeat. 

Assessment  at  rates,  actually  applfc 
cable  to  tho  soil,  would  increase  too 
much,  hence  increase  is  made  of  50 
per  cent. 

A  small  estate  without  abadi.  The  in- 
crease in  resources  has  not  been  very 
great. 

A  very  fair  village  with  a  considerable 
increase  in  resources,  but  the  owners 
are  not  good  agriculturists. 

There  has  boon  a  material  increase  in 
justifying  the  incroaso 


Springs  salt  and  cultivation  conse- 
quently unprotected,  increase  in 
resources  has  not  been  great. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 
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Danmka 
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208 

208 

274 
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533 
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422 

25 
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425 

328 

14 
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39 

Kanika 

Ml 

190 
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140 

190 

309 

7 

... 

246 
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40 

Ranaika 

•  *  • 

1,322 

849 

849 

1,051 

1,068 

853 

61 

... 
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Rani&l*  Kkurd 

2,380 

1,519 

1,418 

1,872 

1,682 

1,580 
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Rupraka 
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2,548 

2,100 
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2,725 

2,624 
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Rem a u  ire. 


No  abadi  or  irrigation 

A  very  pood  estate.  8oUs  good,  and 
water  near. 

A  good  estate,  bat  the  owners  are 

poor. 

A  grazing  ground  of  several  villages; 
of  whioh  56  acres  have  now  been 
cultivated,  the  value  of  the  grazing 
too  has  increased,  so  the  old  jama 
is  r  08  to  rod. 

Circle  rates  nearly.  Water  rather 
brackish,  bat  near. 

Soil  fair,  bat  cultivation  unprotected, 
because  the  springs  are  salt. 

Water  rather  deep,  and  the  increase; 

very  considerable. 

"Khetbat"  with  Ali  Meo(g.  r  No.  5) 
but  there  is  nut  the  same  room  for 
extension. 
Soil  fair  and   water  somewhat  near, 
but  the  wells  are  little  used,  and  the 
increase  at  circlo  rates  is  decided. 
Soils  fair,  savo  the  bhur  which  is  in- 
ferior,   increaso  howover  at  circlo 
rates  is  too  groat.     Wells  chiefly 
kacha. 

A  fair  J  at  villago  with  room  for 
expansion.  Wells  however  aro  deep, 
and  water  is  not  good. 

The  villago  is  doing  woll,  no  need  to 
reduce. 

Soil  fair,  but  aaid  to  bo  rather  salt. 

Increase  in  cultivation  great,  but  aa 

inferior  soil  mostly. 
Soil  very  little  below   average,  but 

the  villago  has  always  been  so  light. 

ly  assessed  that  we  cannot  fully 

raise  it  now. 
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IlEMARKg. 


Soil  good,  but  wells  deep,  and  cultiva- 
tion rather  unprotected. 

No  abadi.  Owners  are  Eajputa.  The 
former  assessment  low,  and  the  in- 
crease in  cultivation  enormous. 

Soils  not  very  good,  but  the  owners 
are  Juts,  a  pretty  large  increase. 

Circle  xatea. 

Village  doing  fairly,  no  need  for  re- 
duction. 

A  very  good  village  bordering  on 
Chak  Dahar.  Soils  good,  water  near, 
and  generally  sweet. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 


Soil  good,  and  water  sweet,  but  it  is 
rather  deep,  and  the  increase  at 
circle  rates  is  too  large  for  the  re* 
sources  of  the  village. 

Circle  rates  noarly. 

Water  lower  than  average,  and  increase 
at  circle  rates  too  largo  for  the 
village  resources. 

An  enormous  inorease  in  cultivation, 
and  owners  are  J  ats,  but  the  increase 
at  circle  rates  is  too  high. 

A  very  fair  village  like  Kaundal  (q.  v.) 
and  assessed  at  the  same  rates,  ohahi 
Bfl.  2-8-0,  barani  Us.  1-8-0. 

Soil  about  average,  and  water  near,  but 
the  circle  rates  give  far  too  large  aa 
increase  for  the  village  resources. 

Soils  slightly  inferior  to  average. 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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A  good  village  (though  with  no 
abadi  )  and  water  is  near. 

Land  lies  low,  and  water  is  near, 
but  a  good  deal  of  the  dahar  is  bhur. 

Chak  rates. 

As  large  an  increase  as  the  village 
resources  will  bear. 

A  very  good  village  of  the  circle. 

Chnk  rates  nearly:  the  condition  of 
the  village  much  the  same  a*  at 
settlement. 

Some  increase  is  warranted  by  in- 
crease in  cultivation  and  irrigation: 
a  fair  village. 

Soil  generally  good,  but  little  or  no 
increase  of  iooun  cs 

This,  ajagir  village,  is  i  \  •  i  •  :,--<-.  1 
and  requires  some  relief,  it  is  hard* 
ly  above  the  average. 

About  average,  save  that  the  bhn? 
is  inferior,  and  wells  rather  deep. 

Chak  rates. 

The  one  well  is  deep,  and  Iho  bhur 
bad. 

A  well -cultivated  little  village,  the 
chaiii  especially  is  good. 

Inferior  magda,  and  good  bhur.  The 
lands  are    well  cultivated,  and 

A  very  gTeat  improvement  in  this 
Tillage  since  last  settlement. 
Circle  rates  save  the  bhur,  which 
is  semi-dahri  and  rated  at  Re.  1. 
Owners  are  wel  1  off.  
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About  the  average,  save  that  kutcha 
wells  can  be  dug. 

The  wells  arc.  many  of  them.  old.  and 
not  fully  used  ;  the  owners,  though 
mainly  Jits,  are  not  so  indubtrious 
as  Jats  usually  are. 

This  village  cannot  bear  a  large  in- 
crease, that  taken,  however,  i9  justi- 
fied by  its  resources. 

Circle  rates. 

A  great  increase  of  cultivation,  but  on 
inferior  soils. 

Wells  good,  water  near,  and  full 
cultivation.  A  large  increase  in 
cultivation,  and  irrigation  since  last 
settlement.   A  good  Jat  village. 

Ahirs,  but  as  the  increase  in  resour- 
ces is  not  equal  to  that  at  circle 
rates,  some  little  abatement  ii 
allowed. 

Fair  soil,  and  a  large  hill  area. 

Circle  rates. 

Circle  rates. 

Water  deep,  and  magda  inferior. 

Noabadi,  and  soil  inferior. 

An  inferior  village,  depth  to  water 
great,  and  wells  not  fully  used. 

A  grod  Jat  village  with  some  room  for 
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Circle  rateB. 
Circle  rates. 

Soil  inferior  and  unprotected  by  irri- 
gation. 

Soils  good,  and  cultivation  on  the  one 
well  good. 

Soil*  good,  but  a  good  deal  of  the  irri- 
gation ie  OO  kutcha  wells,  and  the 
increase  is  very  large. 

Increase  so  great  that  some  abate- 
ment is  necessary. 

Owners  Rajputs,  but  nearly  all  the  soil 
is  pood,  and  watci  is  near,  while  the 
large  increase  in  cultivated  area 
warrants  some  increase. 

Soils  abor.t  average,  but  wells  not  in 
good  order,  and  increase  great. 

Wells  avemge,  but  magda  inferior, 
bhnr  below  average,  and  village 
poor. 

8oils  above  average,  wells  good.  R«.  20 
for  miscellaneous  income. 

The  well  here  is  very  deep  and  very 
little  used,  and  cultivation  inferior. 

A  very  fair  village  with  water  near, 
ami  kuteha  wall  easily  made.  Soils 
good,  cultivation  careful,  but  the 
owners  arc  not  wpII  off  owing  to 
pressure  of  population. 

Circle  rates. 

Bhnr  superior,  other  soils  fair,  chahJ 
good. 

Very  good,  and  well  cultivated  villnpc, 
but  population  presses  on  the  land. 
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Circle  rates  nearly. 

Soils  about  average  on  the  whole,  but 
a  large  hill  area  and  come  culturable 
waste.  A  substantial  increase  iu. 
irrigation  and  cultivation. 

Soils  about  average,  and  a  large  hill 
area,  but  the  increase  taken  is  aa 
much  as  the  village  can  well  bear. 

A  considerable  increase,  bo  some  little 
abatement  is  given. 

No  abadi.and  soil  inferior,  all  cultiva- 
tion assessed  at  10  annas. 

An  inferior  village  nndcr  the  hill 
without  irrigation  ;  there  has  l>een 
a  large  increase  in  cultivation, 
magda  annas  10,  and bhiir  annas 6. 

The  village  soil  is  fit  for  circle  rates-, 
but  the  increase  is  too  great. 

Circle  rates  on  bhur  and  chahi.  but  on 
the  magda,  which  is  inferior,  13 
*nnas. 

Circle  rates. 

Circle  rates.  Owners  Jat«,  but  not 
doing  so  well  as  they  ought  on  this 
soil. 

Some  kallnr  in  this  village,  so  that, 
though  .liits,  the  owners  can  hardly 
pay  circle  rates. 

A  fair  J&gir  estate  with  increased  cub 
tivation,  Borne  little  benefit  from  a 
small  stream.  Jagirddrs  dissatisfied, 
but  this  canuot  be  helped. 

Ahirs,  and  room  for  expansion,  is 
somewhat  above  circle  rates. 

Katcha  wells  can  here  Deconstructed, 
and  a  small  area  ouly  is  put  down 
to  each  well. 
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pasture,  some  increase  of  cultivation. 


No  abadi,  but  very  fair  bhur.  An  in- 
crease  of  resources  warrants  the  new 
jaina. 
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Soil  below  average.  No  irrigation,  but 
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Circle  rates. 

Barani,  magda  is  inferior. 
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many  wells  are  kntcha.  Former 
jama  apparently  light, 
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2-8-0,  all  other  cultivation  Re.  1 
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No  abadi.  8oils  inferior,  and  increase 
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One  well  only,  and  that  not  finished. 
All  cultivation  nssessedat  14  annas, 
a  Bister  village  to  Salhaka,  No.  139. 

Soils  inferior  for  the  most  part,  but 
a  large  waste  area,  and  a  material 
increase  in  resources  since  settle- 
ment. 

A  very  good  and  well-cultivated  village. 
Soils  good,  and  resources  above  the 
average. 

An  inferior  village,  but  present 
assessment  is  very  light. 

No  abadi.no  irrigation.  Soils  inferior, 
12  annas  all  round  on  cultivation. 

An  inferior  village,  soil  rates  fit  for 
the  soil  would  give  Rs.  129,  but  aa 
the  increase  is  so  great,  50  per  cent, 
increase  is  token. 

Soil  rates  are  rather  severe  here,  40 
per  cent,  increase  reckoned  in  resour- 
ce?, and  this  is  now  added  as  jama. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Depth  to  water  great,  and  no  irri- 
gation, soils  arc  inferior. 

Circle  rates. 
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and  moist,  }  average. 
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great  increase  in  cultivation. 
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Circle  rates  nearly. 

Not  much  increase  in  resources  since 
settlement.    Chak   rates  are  too 

heavy. 

The  increase  is  so  enormous  that 
Re.  1  only  on  cultivation  is  taken, 
yet  even  this  gives  a  very  sudden 
rise.  As  canal-irrigation  has  beeri 
introduced,  there  is  no  fear  of  the 
new  jama  proving  too  severe. 

Water  near  and  land  low-lying.  For- 
mer jama  light. 

Noabadiand  increase  considerable. 


Village  doing  fairly  well,  with 
for  extension,  no  need  to  reduce. 

Formerly  held  maafi  by  the  Sheikh 
owners,  then  at  half  rates,  now  the 
privilege  has  been  taken*  away,  but 
the  village  requires  a  somewhat 
hght  assessment. 

At  last  settlement  no  cultivation,  now 
308  acres,  soil  about  average,  assess- 
ment is  doubled  as  a  compromise. 

A  small  estate  wholly  dahri.  The  in- 
crease is  very  great  on  the  soils  ; 
might  be  assessed  higher. 

A  very  fair  village  with  considerable 
increase  in  resources.  The  rates 
however  arc  high  enough. 

The  chahi  and  dahri  of  this  village  is 
good,  and  the  former  assessments 
are  much  higher. 

Owners  well  off,  but  as  the  increase  ia 
so  great,  circle  rates  are  enough. 
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Nonbidi.  Owners  lire  in  Sanghal.  All 
the  village  almost  is  flooded  either 
naturally  or  by  the  canal  workB.  The 
increase  \b  so  great  tliai  circle  rates 
cannot  be  attempted. 
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This  is  the  jhtl  village  ;  when  its  lands 
are  freed  from  submersion,  the  pro- 
duce is  very  good.  Allowance  is 
made  in  the  dahri  rate,  for  the 

fraction  less  than  «  which  may 

be  submerged  without  remission. 

A  good  village,  but  the  increase  [f 
great. 

CO 

18 

1,133 

1,201 

1,372 

1 

4  10} 

I  7  0 

*       ft  V 

1  10  3} 

No  need  to  reduce,  though  the  circle 
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Owners  mainly  Jats.  Soils  generally 
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Adjoins  and  resembles  Ulaita  No. 
189  ;  the  same  rates  are  applied. 
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A  good   estate,  formerly  paying  a 
much  higher  assessment. 
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1  10  4J  1  12  10||  Old  settlement  figures  of  area  pro- 
1     bably  wrong  here,  the  cultivation 
has  not  decreased,  and  the  soils  are 
good  of  their  kinds. 


1   2  61 


1  4  3J|  The  estate  is  a  very  good  one,  when 
not  suffering  f i om  immersion  which 
ia  not  often.    Chak  rates  nearly. 


010  8  011  0  I  Circle  rates  appropriate. 

1  12  11  1  13  3  I  A  good  village  with  an  increase  alike 
m  cultivation  and  irrigation. 

I  6  10J  1  6  8J  About  the  average  of  the  circle,  bnt 
as  the  increase  is  so  large,  an  abate- 
ment  is  made. 
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12  0  1  13  1  1  13  8  |  Soils  rather  kallar.  and  cultivation 

much  as  at  last  settlement.  Former 
jamas  however  were  much  larger, 
and  in  view  of  this  and  of  the  rise 
in  prices  a  small  increase  justified. 

1  8  6J  1  9  2  |  Soils  good,  except  the  bhur,  f  of 
which  is  inferior,  dahri  lands  some- 
times suffer  from  submersion,  while 
the  narmot  and  magda  are  especial- 
ly good,  rates  chain  Rs.  2-8-0,  dahri 
Rs.  2,  narmot  Re.  1-9  0,  magda  Re. 
1-6-0,  bhur  annas  12. 


3861  411J 


1  6  3J 1 1  7  7JI  The  assessment  here  cannot  be  raised, 
it  should  be  left  much  as  it  is.  Lulii- 
vation  has  slightly  incressed, former 
jama  too  high. 


3'.»:U  5  61 1  6  6* 


16 


1  7  111|  Circle  rates  appropriate.   No  irriga- 
I    tion,  but  soils  are  good. 


1  2  4J  1 


12  13  3J|  The  village  does  not  now  derive  so 
much  benefit  from  the  nullah  as  ut 
settlement,  but  the  produce  is  good, 
and  the  reduction  given  is  sufli- 
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Boil  low-lying  and  good,  save  where 
damaged  by  reh.  Fall  circle  rates 
arc  appropriate. 

Average  soil,  but  the  increase  at  circle 
rates  is  too  great  to  follow. 

Same  as  above. 

A  very  good  little  estate,  but  includ- 
ing soil  lately  abandoned  at 
last  settlement,  the  increase  has 
been  only  19  acres. 

A  fair  village  with  an  increase  in 
cultivation.   No  need  to  reduce. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  this  village  is  very 
good,  chahi  Its.  3,  dahri  Ks.  2-8-0 
narmot  and  magda  Be.  1-8,  and 
bhur  Re.  1-1-0.  The  slight  increase 
is  justified  by  the  increase  in  re- 
sources. 

This  vil'agc  is  good,  and  would  not 
be  OTer-assesaed  on  good  hands  at 
R*.  2,500.  The  present  owners  are 
drunken  spendthrifts,  and  deserve 
little  consideration. 

A  very  fair  village,  formerly  paying  a 
much  higher  jama,  chahi  lie.  2-8-0, 
dahri  Ra.  2,  narmot  and  chiknot 
Re.  1-8-0.  magda  Re.  l-4-0,and  bhur 
annasl2.  At  the  last  settlement  the 
estate  was  almost  uncultivated. 

Boil  almost  all  good,  and  low-lying. 
The  increase  of  Rs.  18  is  fully 
justified     by    the    increase  in 


31 


This  village  is  a  good  one.  has  increas- 
ed its    resources,  and 
paid  a  much  higher ; 

Circle  rates  nearly. 
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Salt  pans  formerly  included  in  the 
asxessment.  The  soil,  though  good, 
has  some  salt  in  it.  The  salt  manu- 
facture has  decayed,  and  thus  hin- 
dered the  development  of  the  vil- 
lage. 

Soil  good  and  strong,  cultivation 
more  than  doubled,  oat  the  owners 
are  Rajputs. 

1  6  10  I  The  increase  at  the  circle  rates  is  too 
large,  and  l  he  former  aswwmenta 
were  low,  chahi  Rs.  2-8-0,  dahri  Ra. 
2,  baraui  He.  1-5-0. 
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1  7  Hi  Circle  rates  appropriate. 

1  5  U  jl  A  fair  village  assessed  at  circle  rates 
nearly. 

ill  A  llJl    4  8*1  Average  soil  with  a  little  kallar,  no 
"    abadi,  and  the  increase  la  great. 
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115  7  1  Circle  rate6  appropriate. 

0  10  7  J  An  inferior  estate,  at  last  settlement 
1     almost  uncultivated,  all  cultivation 

assessed  at  Re.  0-10-6. 

1  1  ul  Soils  fair,  but  lightly  assessed  hereto. 
1     fore.  The  increase  at  circle  rates  is 

too  great  to  follow. 

1  10  4  I  Similar  to  Salambha  No.  248  (q.  v.\ 
and  assessed  at  the  same  rates. 

Ill  7*1  No  reduction    required,    but  the 
assessment  is  a  full  one. 


1  6  9  J  Circle  rates  appropriate. 

13  6  Maeda  and  bhiir  rather  interior,  and 
wells  not  much  used.  The  increase 
taken  is  enough. 
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No  increase  of  cultivation  and  some 
eand  deposited,  but  no  need  of 
reduction. 
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The  greater  part  of  this  Tillage  is 
now  in  chak  jhil.  The  old  system 
severely  injured  the  owners  j  the 
permanent  chak  is  rather  salt,  and 
is  therefore  assessed  below  circle 
rates. 

The  whole  village  lies  low,  cultiva- 
tion has  increased  enormously 
since  last  settlement,  and  former 
jamas  were  very  high. 
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1 

2  6j 

1 

5 

H 

Although  there  haB  been  an  increase 
in  cultivation,  the  present  jama 
cannot  well  be  retained.  The  soils 
are  kallar,  and  the  owners  very 
poor. 
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Chahi  good,  magda  average,  bhur 
slightly  below  it.  A  slight  in- 
crease  is  justified  by  the  increase 
in  cultivation. 
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Salt  tax  here  hitherto  included  in  the 
jama  is  now  separated,  no  irrigation 
well.  Soil  fair,  new  assessment  ia 
Re.  1-12-0  per  acre. 
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8oil«  fair,  owners  Jits,  and  in  consi- 
deration of  increase  in  resources  the 
rates  are  Rs.  2-8-0,  narmot  Re.  1-8-0, 
magda  Re.  1-6-0,  bhur  annas  14. 
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6  3J 

1 

8 

M 

Dahri  land  rather  kallar,  barani  soils 
average.  The  increase  taken  is  fair. 
The  owners  are  farmers  who  for 
increasing  the  cultivation  got  a 
free  gift  of  the  biswadari. 
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Wells  fully  used.  Dahri  not  full/ 
irrigated,  some  kallar  in  the  narmot 
and  the  bhur  is  inferior,  but  the 
magda  is  good.  The  increase  is 
justified  by  the  increase  in  re- 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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Thin  village  lica  low,  and  is  either 
dahri  or  sailib.  The  increase  taken 
is  somewhat  less  than  the  increase 
in  cultivation  might  justify,  but 
it  is  enough  for  the  village. 


The  soils  are  average  and 
(nearly)  at  circle  rates. 


\  very  good  village,  low  lying,  with 
good  barani  soils,  and  some  kallar 
on  \  of  the  narmot.  This  village 
is  known  for  its  cotton  produce. 
Jama  announced  Rs.  3,507,  reduced 
by  Commissioner  to  lis.  3,300. 

Present  jama  not  too  high,  consider- 
ing  the  large  hill 


A  large  Meo  village,  low  lying,  but 
with  some  little  kallar  as  iu  most 
villages  of  the  circle.  Rates  Rs.  2-8-0 
cbahi.  dahri  Re.  1-12-0,  barani  Re. 
l-4-0all  round.  The  increase,  though 
at  low  rates,  is  as  much  as  can  be 
taken  safely. 


\  poor  village,  much  injured  by  sub- 
mersion. A  chak  jhil  has  now 
been  formed,  the  permanent  chalc 
land*  are  below  the  circle  rates  m 
value. 


The  increase  at  circle  rates  is  so  larpo 
that  it  cannot  be  followed.  The 
owners  too  are  not  wealthy,  and  the 
land  is  somewhat  kallar. 


No  reduction  required  in  this  semi- 
dahar  village. 

Last  assessment  was  light,  now  put  at 
circle  rates. 
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No  abttdi,  but  flooded  from  the  canal 
works,  soil  worth  Re.  1-4-0  as  unir- 
rigated,  but  this  gives  too  large  an 
increase,  so  a  lamp  jama  is  taken  of 
Rs.  400. 

... 
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This  village  has  bhur  worth  the  circle 
rate  (which  is  low),  and  there  is  a 
large  hill  area.  Former. 
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No  redaction  required,  the  village  is 
in  much  the  same  state  as  at  settle- 
ment.  Soila  on  the  whole  good. 
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A  Jhfl  village,  permanent  chalc  good, 
save  some  bbilr  near  the  bill. 
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Wholly  dihri.  An  immense  increase 
in  cultivation.  The  circle  rate,  Ha.  2, 
gives  too  great  an  increase,  assess 
therefore  at  Re.  1-8-0. 
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This  village  soil  is  worth  cycle  rates, 
but  the  increase  is  too  great. 
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This  village  is  very  near  Ndh,  and 
thus  advantageously  situated,  aliprmt 
all  low  lying.  The  following  rates 
arc  fair,  Rs.  2-8-0,  chain  Re.  1  -K-O, 
magda,  bhar,  annas  8.  The  reduc- 
tion given  is  enough. 
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A  very  good  estate.  The  salt  pans 
however  are  not  now  included  in 
the  jama,  narmot  good,  and  magda 
very  good.  No  greater  reduction 
is  required. 
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dari  from  Government. 


6  2}  1   7  9}  1  12  0  |  Good  roil,  and  low  lying, 

at  revenue  rates  is  fair. 


ent 


21 


a. 


CI 


t— 

to 
B 


90* 


926 


CD 
© 


to 

N 

ci 


1   1  Si  1  10  1  2  2l|  Good  narmot,  but  an  all  round  asses*. 

mcnt  of  Re.  1-2-0,  e>emblc  Ke.  1-2-2,. 
will  be  enough,  as  the  increase  is 
large. 


ia  IU.  2,57,914.  To 


B..  1,418  J4gir,  B*.  93  bf 


R.  MAC0NACHIE, 

Settlement  Officer. 


23 


s 

Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


CXXXV 


VILLAGE  ASSESSMENT  REPORT, 
TAHSIL  GURGAON, 

GURGAON  DISTRICT. 


CXXXV1 


TAHSIL  GURGAON, 


] 

i  I 

!  S 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

u 

13 

14 

t- 
«3 

•s 

»-. 
O 
u 

ti 
c3 

s 
w 

Highest  Jama  before  last 
(Settlement. 

•j 
| 

of  the 
iding 

Estimated  demand  as  per 
revenue    rates  sanc- 
tioned for  the  circle. 

•9  m 

II 

5  a 

lis 

D.O  C3 

i 

a 

Minh&i 
una  Mrs  t 

ed. 

Uneultv 
rated. 

c 

1 

o 

c 
o 

f 

a, 
<r. 

!  Number. 

Name  of  village. 

Highest  Jama  of 
Settlement. 

Average  demand 
last  5  years  ei 
Rabbi,  1877. 

Total  area  of  the  i 

©  T 

3  * 
■ 

a 

=>  tc 
**  cE  • 

D 

'■a 
E 
J3 
s. 
-  fl 
i— J 

Culturable. 

* 

G  aniens. 

1 

Bildspur 

1,344 

1,615 

1,444 

2,156 

2,000 

1,445 

86 

8 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

Bhtidkd 

689 

7G0 

794 

1,190 

939 

676 

27 

... 

... 

... 

8 

Bahord  Ehard  ... 

1,000 

921 

921 

1,452 

1,470 

1,409 

38 

193 

19 

... 

4 

Bahord  Kalan  ... 

(i,  J(j.  i 

t  IOC 

*~   1  1  ■  > 

4,112 

8,664 

8,000 

6,546 

216 

"' 

106 

13 

10 

6 

Bhankarka. 

347 

623 

523 

55fi 

674 

631 

17 

84 

2 

• 

— " 

PS 
O 

•J 

6 

Pat  lit  barbed  ... 

2,090 

2,090 

2,090 

3,080 

2,900 

2,297 

82 

50 

1 

... 

M 

7 

Parasauli 

309 

395 

395 

411 

411 

426 

13 

15 

... 

■• 

8 

Dinokri  ... 

713 

594 

594 

Cll 

7 1  ft 

699 

26 

... 

44 

9 

Rathiwaa 

It9H0 

1,520 

1,378 

1,730 

1,645 

1,201 

49 

• 

•  •  f> 

4 

1 

10 

Sidhrdoll 

•  •  ■ 

2,528 

2,229 

2,551 

2,555 

1,977 

92 

16 

15 

11 

Niirptir,  Pargana 
Bahord 

998 

950 

950 

729 

860 

425 

22 

4 

2 

Total  Chak  Bahord 

15,765 

19,021 

18,432 

•  •  • 

22,072 

17.732 

616 

:;i> 

520 

66 

12 

Circle  rates  on  amended  areas 

23,110 

•  •  • 

J 

I— i 

w 

1 

Aqlimpur 

350 

290 

290 

374 

374 

490 

44 

36 

•  .  . 

■< 

cc 
■J 

33 

2 
3 

Ulbdwds 
Bdrgdjar 

522 
152 

475 
99 

475 
99 

435 
242 

475 
140 

891 
1,065 

212 
694 

33 
12 

•  •  a 

<  , 

5 

<5 

4 

Balauld 

315 

m 

214 

383 

300 

1,501 

838 

* 

4 

Digitized  by  Google 


CXXXYH 


OURGAON  DISTRICT. 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Cultivated. 


160 

53 

28 
G83 

41 

.'tar, 

67 
58 

164 

375 
20 


o 

•C  C 


532 

527 

350 
1,770 

81 
501 


465 

140 
182 

4,548 


63 


32 


17 


a 


709 

69 

781 
3,749 

406 
1,327 

341 
571 

618 

1,309 
125 


T3 

i 


9 


1,401 

649 

1,159 
6,202 

528 
2,164 

398 
629 

1,147 

1,824 
397 


9,905  16,498 


357 
614 

343 

580 


410 
646 

349 

601 


20 


a 

ct 

$> 
it 

ei 

o 
H 


1,410 

649 

1,371 
6,331 


614  014  7 


2,216 


41 

673 

1,152 


L7.G64 


36! 


21 


22 


23 


Hate  per  acre 


a 

a 

3 

s 

a 
© 


1  6  2 

I 

1  6  3 

1  0  8 
I  3  7 


eS 

eg  ^3 

O  3 
« 

O 


I  4  2 


30 


15  6 
1  0  6 

1  511 


1,855  I    5  1 
403  2    0  5 


I  6  9 

1  7  2 

1  1  2 
1   4  3 

014  11 
1   4  11 

015  11 
1   1  1 

1  610 

1  6  5 

2  2  2 


012  2013  6 


eS 


c 


a 

5 


1  6  10 


1  7  2 


4  4 

4  8 

1  5 
6  6 

0  6 

2  S 


1  611 


610 
2  8 


446 

679  0 


014  7 
011  9 


0  2  10  6  20  6  6 


663  0  3  20  7  3 


0  8  0 


24 


Remarks. 


Incrcwe  31  per  cent,  on  a  doubled 
cultivation.  Some  plight  deterioration 
of  Boil.  Jama  announced  lis.  2,110 
modified  in  appeal. 

Below  tbe  average  in  soil,  though  water 
is  near. 

Full  circle  rates.   A  good  village. 

Jama  was  announced  at  revenue  rate*, 
but  reduced  on  appeal.  A  distinctly 
good  and  large  village  and  small  mar- 
ket town. 

Magda  slightly  above  average,  and  village 
a  fair  one. 

Jama  announced  Ra.  3,062  on  an  increase 
of  91  per  ceut.  of  cultivation,  moditied 
in  appeal. 

Circle  rates. 

A  superior  village,  with  water  near  and 
sweet. 

Some  sand  deposits  ;  hence  an  abatement 
in  the  circle  rates. 

Circle  rates  almost  exactly. 

A  good  village,  but  requires  some  reduc- 
tion. 


Circle  rates. 

No  need  of  a  redaction,  and  no  room 
for  increase. 

An  inferior   village ;  the   increase  ia 
sufficient. 

Land  cut  up  by  nullah. 
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Rkmabkb. 


IaikI  cut  up,  bat  a  large  grazing  area, 
0  11  #012  2  Increase  great;  owners  Raj  put*;  jam  n  now 
announced  as  high  as  may  be  safely  taken. 
A  very  large  area  of  grazing  ground. 

A  good  village,  better  than  the  average 
of  the  chak. 

No  need  of  any  reduction. 
Circle  rate*. 

Increase  justified  by  increase  in  resources. 

Twelve  villages  share  in  tbe  grazing  of 
tbisvillage  ;  15  rupees  a  piece  is  not  too 
much,  about  6  pies  an  acre. 

Jama  high  no  doubt,  but  it  has  been 
regularly  paid  ;  the  reduction  now  gfvea 
is  sufficient. 

Fair  average  village,  with  large  waste 
area. 

Not  much  increase  in  resources  since 
settlement,  but  formerly  tbe  jama  was 
much  higher. 

Circle  rates. 

An  inferior  village,  but  with  a  large 
grazing  area. 

A  great  increase  in  cultivation,  the  village 
may  fairly  be  assessed  above  circle 
rates. 

Former  assessment  above  that  of  its 
neighbours.  Any  land  irrigated  from 
the  band  ( if  it  is  repaired  )  will  pay 
owner's  rate,  or  at  least  abidna. 

Village  doing  very  well,  and  has  a  large 
hill  area. 

Soil  about  average,  bat  increase  is  snffi- 

cient. 

Soil  average,  but  a  large  waste  area. 
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Name  ofi  Tillage. 
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Former  jama  undoubtedly  high,  present 
reduction  will  be  sufficient. 
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Assessment  of  (he  permanent  chnk.  Chak 
JLil  ha*  a  tluctuating  assessment  A 
good  village. 
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Not  much  increase  in  resources,  and 
some  deposit  of  sand,  hence  no  change 
wanted. 
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Village  doing  fairly,  no  material  alter- 
ation desirable. 
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Low  land*  of  this  village  included  in 
Chak  Jhll.  The  chak  rates,  jama  of  the 
rest,  would  l«e  Its.  1,643.  The  land*  are 
good,  but  the  former  assessment  was 
high. 
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Assessment  on  the  permanent  chak,  be- 
side  thiB  there  will  be  the  tluctuating 
assessment  on  the  Chak  Jhll.  The 
village  is  a  good  one,  but  has  been 
injured  by  the  old  form  of  assessment. 
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1  11  9 

1  11 10 

A  reduction  was  required  here  ;  the  soil 
has  been  damaged  by  deposits  of  sand, 
and  the  owners  are  not  doing  well.  The 
relief  now  given  iB  sufficient. 
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A  good  village,  rather  heavily  assessed. 
The  owners  are  not  doing  badly.  The 
reduction  given  is  sufficient. 

5 

227 

298 

630 

646  0  7  4 

010  1 

0  10  5 

Inferior  lan  1.  No  larger  increase  is  safe. 
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Tw<>  r  hnks.  one  jhfl,  the  other  permanent. 
Former  assessment  has  pressed  heavily 
on  the  owners.  The  soils  of  one  chak 
are  high  and  sandy  (to  the  west  ),  to 
the  east  low  and  good. 
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Assessed  too  highly.  The  Rs.  120  redac- 
tion will,  no  doubt,  prove  sufficient. 
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Wholly  included  in  Chak  Jhil,  and  so 
no  fixed  assessment ;  crop  rales  will  be 
taken,  sugarcane,  Rs.  6  on  the  matured 
crop  only,  melons  and  basaikhi  chari 
Re.  1-8-0 ;  other  crops  Ra>  3  per  acre. 
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Some  abatement  for  the  great  increase. 

An  inferior  village,  but  owners  well  off. 

Jama  formerly  absurdly  low,  otherwise 
circle  rates  would  do, 

Circle  rates. 

Some  abatement  for  the  great  increase. 

Former  jama  low,  hence  now  wo  cannpt 
take  the  full  rine. 

Magda  here  good.  Water  near.  A  superior 
village  with  increused  resources. 

Increase  large,  and  owners  Meos. 

No  need  for  any  material  change.  The 
village  is  about  the  same  as  at  settle- 
ment, 

A  very  great  increase  in  resources,  but 
in  part  from  expenditure  of  capital. 

Water  rather  deeper  than  average,  but 
soil  good.   Area  of  waste  Uhj  large. 

Bbur  bad,  other  soils  average. 

ifagda  rather  inferior,  bhur  average. 
Increase  taken  nuilicient. 

First  class,  and  n  small  market  town. 
The  usual  development  since  settle- 
ment. An  income  from  pana  pula  of 
Rs,  1,050  admitted  by  the  zamindars. 

A  very  great  increase  of  resources.  A 
good  village. 

Village  bos  no  abadL  Increase  ia  suffl. 
dent. 
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Beuarks. 


No  difference  worth  notice  from  circle 
rates. 


Circle  rates. 


Village  somewhat  below  average. 


Increase  sufficient.    Owners  mostly  Raj- 
puts. 

Water  near,  and  village  generally  above 
the  average  ;  this  jama  not  too  high  for 
the  laud. 

A  largo  increase,  hence  a  small  abate- 
mcut  on  circle  rates. 


No  difference   worth  notice  from  chak 
rates. 


A  large  proportional  increase  and  quite 
sufficient. 


Circle  rates. 


Bhiir  good  ;  other  rates  average,  The 
increase  is  fully  justified. 


A  small  abatement  for  the  large  increase 


Water  inferior,  otherwise  circle  rates, 
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Rev  arks. 


Circle'ratcs  nearly. 

Weill  dosp,  and  not  fully  used.  Owners 
liajputa,  and  uot  very  well  off. 

Owners  Rajput*.  Some  abatement  adviaV 
able  in  circle  rates. 

Rise  here  taken  is  sufficient. 

Better  than  average.    Increase  is  war- 
ranted  by  increase  in  resources. 

k  superior  village  with  some  increaeo 
of  resources  since  settlement. 

No  reason  to  change   materially  the 
former  jama. 

Circle  rates. 

Ahirs  fairly  off.  An  increase  in  irrigated 
area  more  than  average  village. 

ncrease  large,  and  cultivation  unpro* 
tec  ted. 

Circle  rates. 

An  average  village. 


Owners  Pathans  ;  and  area  per  lao  of 
irrigation  is  rather  large. 

Water  rather  deep.  An  increase  of  711 
acres  and  five  new  wells. 

No  need  for  reduction.  Village  is  doing 
well . 

Some  allowance  made  for  the  very  consi- 
derable increase.  Wells  are  rather  deep, 

Ahirs.  Wells  rather  near,  and  fully  used. 
Some  restraint  necessary  because  of 
the  material  increase  in  jama. 
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Something  less  than  the  average  of  the 
circle  is  required  here. 

Some  d  »mage  is  sustained  here  by  ft 
nullah  debiting  sand,  but 
of] 


in  the 


Circle  rates  would  do,  but  for  the  large 
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A  good  village,  but 
cultivators. 


bad 


Village  lies  low,  but  the  dahar  is  not  a 
full  one,  and  has  been  overstated. 

A  very  good  village. 

An  average  village. 

Owners  Meos.    Rise  cannot  be  taken 
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Themagdabirdni  lies  high, 
for  singhara  income. 

An  average  village. 

Jama  hizh,  but  vil'age  a  good  one,  tho 
redaction  given  was  required. 


An  average  village. 
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Village  below  the  average. 
Village  inferior,  increase  sufficient. 


No  abadi  in  this  village,  the  increase  is 
sufficient. 

Village.    Good  soil,  but  owners  only 
moderate  cultivators.! 

Jama  announced  Rs.  308  reduced  in 
appeal.  Village  lies  low,  but  dahar  ia 
inferior. 

A  first  class  village.  Water  near,  and 
magda  very  good. 

A  good  J  lit  village.  A  good  increase 
of  cultivation  at  last  settlement. 
There  was  a  large  area  lately 
abandoned. 

An  average  village.  A  large  increase  in 
cultivation. 

Half  the  village  high,  half  low,  and 
entered  as  dahar.  Owners  Meos,  cannot 
bear  any  large  increase. 

Jama  announced  Rs  692.  Reduced  in 
appeal  to. revenue  rate. 


Rs.  50  assessment  on  pula  income  ;  nn 

increase  m : 


the  bhiir  very  good. 


A  good  estate,  well  cultivated.  Owners 
fairly  off,  and  some  little  increase  in 
cultivation  and  resources. 


A  very  good  Jat  village.   Soil  of  good 
quality. 
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Remarks. 


An  increase  in  resources,  but  a  deepen- 
ing of  tlic  flooding  nullah,  lience  the  old 
jama  which  has  been  regularly  paid 
is  maintained. 

Rajput  owners  ;  increase  taken  is  suffi- 
cient. 

Lens  than  3  per  cent,  difference  from 
revenue  rates  jama. 

A  good  low-lying  viKagc.  A  good 
increase  of  cultivation. 
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Cultivation  ban  increased  well,  and  tbcra 
is  a  good  culturable  area. 

Soil  good,  and  a  power  of  expansion. 

Soil  good.  Owners  well  off.  No  need 
to  reduce. 

A  material  increase  in  resources.  Quito 
an  average  village. 

SoilB  generally  low.  but  some"  high- 
lying  and  inferior  bhur  and  mngdancar 
it,  dahri  lands  flooded  by  Sabaibi. 
Owners  improvident  Biluches  and 
absentee  RangnrB. 

West  low-lying  cbiknot  and  narmot, 
east  high  and  sandy,  culturable  waste, 
very  large  cultivation  has  increased  ; 
chain  is  worth  Ks.  2-8-0,  dahri  nnd 
narmotRc  1-8-0,  magda  Ite.  1-2-0,  bhur 
annas  12. 

Former  assessment  very  low,  so  that  the 
increase  is  large,  yet  low  rates  ara 
used.  There  is  a  large  culturable  area, 
nnd  some  of  it  bos  been  broken  up 
since  announcement  of  the  jama. 
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IU  MARKS. 
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Former  jama  light,  hence  some  restraint 
in  raising  it. 

Excepting  a  few  mean's,  this  village  i-  .in 
istamrir  tenure,  chiknot  and  nar  mot 
low-lying,  black  soils.    Magda  half 
good  and  half  inferior,  dahri  rather 
inferior,  chihi  good. 

Village  doing  well ;  an  increase  in 
resources ;  toils  good  ;  expansion 
probable. 

Former  assessment  light,  but  the  village 
is  inferior,  hence  the  present  increase 
is  all  that  can  bo  safely  taken. 


8everal  new  wells  constructed  ;  the  soil 
here  is  very  good. 


A  large  increase  in  resources  since 
former  settlement.  Tbc  village  is  a 
superior  one,  and  has  a  good  colturable 
area. 

Former  assessment  Tery  light,  low  rates 
are  now  taken,  but  even  these  give  an 
increase  of  over  60  per  cent.,  more 
cannot  be  asked.    Owners  fiilocb. 

The  soil  is  good,  but  the  extra  ordinary 
lowness  of  the  former  assessment 
keeps  us  down  now. 

There  has  been  a  change  here  from  kind 
to  rauib  assessment,  ordered  as  between 
the  istamrardar  and  the  Ahlrs  who 
have  now  established  proprietory 
right*,  hence  the  great  apparent  change. 
The  village  is  very  good  in  the  chak. 

This  village  is  superior,  lies  low,  has  an 
increase  of  wells,  and  a  good  capacity 
of  expansion  still  to  be  developed. 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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2,525  0  15  3 
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1,658 
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Remark*. 


The  magda  of  this  village  is  above  the 
average. 

A  good  ride,  but  owners  are  J4fs,  with  a 
large  waste  area ;  more  cannot  be  taken. 
weiL 

Increase  is  sufficient.  The  village  is 
below  the  average. 

This  village  is  good  in  the  chak  ;  the 
slight  increase  is  but  fair  under 
circumstances  of  increase  of  resources, 

The  magda  is  good,  hat  the  chahi  has 
been  treated  with  some  slight  indul- 
gence.  Former  jama  perhaps  a  triflo 
high  as  compared  with  other  villages. 

An  average  village.  No  difference  worth 
considering  from  revenue  rates. 

Village  above  the  average.  The  rise  is 
warranted  by  the  progress  in  well 
irrigation. 

Former  jama  no  doubt  light,  but  the  soils 
are  inferior,  and  circle  rates  cannot  be 
approached. 

The  owners  are  poor  and  not  good  culti- 
vators.  No  rise  can  safely  be  made. 

Rise  cannot  be  safely  greater,  the  chain 
given  for  revenue  rate  assessment  gives 
a  large  average  area  per  lao. 

The  land  is  worth  more,  were  it  not  for  the 
sudden  increase  already  made  by  the 
amount  announced  ;  the  soil  is  fair. 

Less  than  3  per  cent,  difference  from 
revenue  rates. 

The  rise  cannot  safely  be  made  greater. 

Salt  pans  formerly  not  taxed,  will  now 
pay  hakimi  cess,  a  fair  mean  between 
former  Jama  and  revenue  rates  assess- 
ment. 
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0  10  6 
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1  0  11 


1  9  10 


1  2  4 
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0  13  0 


1,643  01010 
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Remarks. 


1  12  9 


13  6 
)  14  8 


0  11  90  14  8 


0  9  9 


cn 
B 


0  10  8 


A  fair  village. 

No  jama  announced.  The  estate 
belongs  to  Government,  and  ia 
valuable  only  on  account  of  its  salt 
works.  Tht;  Deputy  Commissioner 
will,  it  is  presumed,  lease  the  grazing 
as  l>eforc  ;  this  is  advisable  for  the 
sake  of  the  cattle  of  the  salt  works. 

Less  tba  «  3  per  cent,  difference  from 
revenue  rates, the  increase  i.«  warrant- 
ed by  the  development  of  the  village. 

Owners  poor,  will  now  pay  hikimi  cess. 
The  village  is  below  average. 

Mr.  Channing  announced  Rs.  554,  and 
the  present  jamais  a  modification  in 
appeal.  The  village  is  an  inferior  one. 

An  istamrari  Bave  some  maafi  plots,  well 
irrigation  generally  good,  but  most  of 
the  bhur  is  inferior.  A  large  extension 
has  taken  place  since  the  settlement 
measurements. 

Present  assessment  rather  high.  The 
chabi  is  good,  but  themagda  is  not,  and 
the  bhdr  is  inferior.  Hakimi  cess>  ia 
taken  on  the  salt  manufacture. 

A  superior  village  of  the  chak,  but  need- 
ing some  little  reduction,  not  much. 

An  average  village. 

An  inferior  estate.  Water  is  near  and 
chihi  is  good,  butthedaharisnot  good. 
Narmot  and  magda  about  average,  but 
the  bhur  area  is  very  inferior. 

The  rise  is  sufficient  Owners  Rajputs. 

Jama  announced  was  Rs,  357  reduced 
in  appeal. 
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E  EM  ARKS. 


Fully  an  average  village,  but  owners  are 
Rajputs,  and  increase  very  considerable. 

Owners  well  off.  The  increase  is  justified 
by  the  increase  in  cultivation  and 
irrigation. 

Revenue  rates  jama. 

Soil  fair,  but  owners  Brahmins,  and  wells 
deep. 

Great  increase  in  cultivation,but  revenue 
rates  jama  is  sufficient. 

Former  jama  so  low  that  we  axe  now 
cramped  in  raising  it. 

A  fair  village.  Resources  have  increased 
sufficiently  to  justify  the  new  demand. 


012  5  Circle  rates, 
)  Circle  rates. 
H  Circle  rates. 
8Uam 


a  announced.  Rs.  594  reduced  on  appeal. 
A  very  good  village  owned  by  Jats  with 
water  near. 


Circle  rates. 
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0  14  4 
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1  3  11 


0  14  4 

1  12  6 
I    8  7 


Soil  about  average  of  circle,  but  there 
is  no  abadi,  and  the  soil  is  unirrigated. 

The  village  has  been  hitherto  highly 
assessed.  The  reduction  is  sufficient. 

Circle   rates  safe  ;  for  chahi  slightly 
raised  as  water  is  near. 


16  8  The  mogda  here  is  good  ;  the  village 
is  a  good  low-lying  one. 
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GUROAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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606 

186 

2,208 

2,899 

3,098 

1    4  3 

1   6  3 

1    7  8 

A  very  pood  village,  and  a  market 
town.  Water  near  and  6weet,  and  the 
cultivation  near  the  town  good.  No 
great  increase  has  been  made,  but 
the  rates  are  sufficient. 

165 

155 

162 

0  13  3 

0  13  5 

0  14  0 

Average  soil,  but  no  abidi. 

61 

202 

253 

254 

1    2  8 

1    3  0 

1    3  1 

Average  soil  but  no  abadi,  and  the 
owners  are  Biluchcs. 
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1,031 

1    1  6 

I   2  0 

1    4  5 

Circle  rates. 

146 

•  •  * 

687 

732 

750 

I    3  1 

I    4  0 

1    4  6 

An  average  village  except  that  the  wells 
lie  deep. 

Aft 

325 

469 

I  5 10 

Village  doing  fairly  under  the  old 
assessment,  is  above  the  average  of 
the  circle,  needs  no  material  change. 
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686 

691 

1    1  4 

1    2  2 

I    2  4 

Circle  rates. 

478 

542 

550 

0  14  7 

1    0  S 

1    0  C 

Former  assessment  low  ;  increase  suffi- 
cient. 

158 

158 

205 

1    2  6 

I    3  0 

I    8  7 

Owned  by  the  Gnrgaon  villagcra  ;  a  good 
estate,  needs  no  reduction. 

464 

216 

1,573 

2,255 

2,314 

1    4  4 

16  1 

1    6  4 

A  very  good  estate,  above  the  average 
in  this  cbak. 
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856 

875 

1,013 

0   7  4 

0  10  9 

0  12  6 

High-lying  land,  water  deep  and  irri- 
gation scant.  The  large  increase  there- 
fore is  euongh,  though  the  increase 
in  cultivation  is  very  great. 

126 

43 

1,171 

1,339 

1,649 

0  13  4 

0 14  10 

12  3 

Some  land  here  rather  knllar,  rest  good 
average.  The  owners  however  are  net 
good  cultivators. 
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|  20S 

491 
271 

0  7  1 
0  12  3 

0   9  i 
0  13  ( 

0  13  ( 
I]  1  I 

Owners  live  in  Wazi'rnbad,  land  is  cut  up 
by    nallas.    Increase    taken  suffi- 
cient. 

No  reduction  required. 
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6 

6 
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8 

9 
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13  | 

14 

15 

o 

s 

2 
e 

S3 
OB 
*- 

Highest  Jama  before  last 
settlement. 
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0 

id  of  the 
ending 

Estimated  demand  a*  per 
revenue  rates  sanc- 
tioned for  the  circle. 

V' 

«=  u 

u  o 

-  c 

—  3 

V 
QC 
CS 

> 

Mi  n  ft  H  i 
utia*  tent- 
ed. 

Uncvtti- 
ratrd. 

"C 
c 

Cl 

s 

o 

■  — 

be 
—1 

« 

es 

1 
C 

s 

Name  of  village. 

Highest  Jama 
settlement. 

_  ■ 

—  k»  ■ 
fi  est-  i 

-X  >>* 

1-3 

111 

-< 

t  'i 
II 

•"9 

Total  area  of  the 

Uncnlturable 
with  village 
site. 

— 
— 

cj 

a 
i 

B 
3 

49 

5 

It 
a 

h. 

X 

Z 

c 

X 

0 

19 

Paulatpnr  Nasira- 
fafct 

665 

855 

856 

1,2.16 

1,028 

1,281 

69 

■■ 

15 

3 

20 

Dandahcra  Khcta- 

■pur 

760 

801 

801 

1,142 

91. 

1,426 

167 

•■ 

135 

1 

... 

21 

Sarhol 

670 

569 

524 

670 

796 

87 

185 

... 

22 

Sikandarpur  Ghobi 

247 

228 

227 

274 

266 

667 

31* 

6«J 

... 

23 

Sukhrala 

m  bb  av  av  i       ■  *                   «  ■  • 

700 

706 

765 

942 

48 

•  •  • 

cv 
c 

21 

Silokxa 

770 

G73 

C73 

764 

673 

803 

37 

I 

1 

c 
X 
c 
c 

2& 

Shah  pur  wairan 

147 

147 

147 

244 

186 

263 

2 

6 

c 

1 

5^ 
C 
«< 

c; 

a 
-< 

X 

26 

bnaraspur 

126 

362 

352 

432 

I  AC 
•J(.»h 

401 

13 

- 

•  •• 

c: 

P 

27 

Iniyatpur 

296 

286 

285 

•  •• 

286 

600 

16 

484 

•  •  • 

28 

Faxilpnr 

1,366 

1,140 

1,132 

1,296 

1,261 

1,087 

109 

IS 

3 

20 

Fattahpurwairan 

171 

190 

190 

269 

227 

279 

7 

12 

•  •  • 

1 

3D 

Kaiihai 

550 

617 

617 

768 

669 

877 

28 

•  •  • 

161 

•  •  ♦ 

31 

Gorgaon 

7,125 

7,125 

7,011 

3,867 

7,000 

4,194 

782 

339 

1 

8i> 

1 
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1G      17  18 


Cultirated. 


19 


30 


i  1 

E  B 


34 


2* 


20!' 


43 


443 


21» 


14 


s, 

E 

.  — * 

a 

L3 


1,174 

1,123 
524 
292 

1,034 

735 
246 


> 


2 


36+  388 


739 
269 
646 

2,640 


1,204 
1,123 
624 
292 
1,968 

764 
2461 


20 


1 

00 
CI 


O 


1,259 


21 


22 


23 


Rate  per  acre 


4 

O 

a 
O 


3 


g 


■3  — 

a  8 


a 

u 


c 


a  8 
O 


1,222  012  KM)  13  6-0  13  8 


6  10  3  0-  11  7  0  13  0 


709.0  11 
351,0  6 


5012  HOI 
10  118 


24 


Remarks. 


Increase  taken  considerable,  and  owners 
are  I 'at  bans. 

Soil  about  average,  but  cultivation  ill 
protected  ;  rise  taken  is  sufficient. 

No  need  for  reduction  ;  there  is  room  for 
good  expan>ion. 


1,1160  12  20  13  1 


7CC0  13  5  0  U  1 


2540  11  80  11  K> 


0  14-0)  Water  deep  and  land  somewhat  cot 
up,  otherwise  an  average  village. 


962 
269 
688 

2,983 


888 

m 


3,412 


1  0 

0  9 


21  0  9 
k0  9  6 


O  13  8 


6  14  1 


0  12  0 


1  0  9 


978  1  2 

572  O 


I  4  6  1  4  10 


0  14  0 


0  12  70  15  7 


1  10  8  2  0  10 


2  5  6 


Water  deep,  and  wells  not  much  used". 
Former  ast«8sment  low,  so  that  the 
rise  now  mado  is  enough. 

This  vill  .>'<•  )b  in  raneh  the  same  state 
aa  at  last  settlement. 

No  aba<)i.  Former  jama  was  low  ;  th» 
increase  now  made  U  as  much  as- 
safely  may  be. 

Village  about  the  averagc. 

Tliis  is  held  by  the  owners  of  Gurgaor» 
who  have  for  their  own  profit  turned 
the  place  into  a  grazing  eround.  There 
is  no  reason  for  altering  the  jama. 

Village  fair  but  owners  not  good  cultiva- 
tors ;  rise  taken  is  sufficient. 

Soil  average  but  no  abadi  and  no  irriga- 
tion. 

Not  much  increase  of  resources  since  w»t- 
tlement,  but  there  is  room  for  expul- 
sion. 

A  very  fine  estate,  practically  a  mnAfi  as 
the  proceeds  of  the  Masani  temple 
owned  by  the  zaraindars  exceed  far  th& 
jama.  Assessed  in  a  lump  sum,  com- 
paring with  former  assessment. 


BB  33 
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TAHSIL  GURGAON, 


-3 

a 

a 


9 

'5  i 

S  "9 


Name  o[  village. 


I 

H 


-3 

(3 


T 

p 
c 


< 

< 

EE 


s 

3 

2S 
32 


33 
34 
35 
36 

37 
3d 

39 

40 

41 


Gh&ta 


Ghasaula 


Mulahera 


Medawiis 


Natbupur 


Naharpar  Itiipa ... 
NagU  Umarpur... 

Narpur 

Wazirtbid 


Hidiyatpnr  Ch-  | 
haom  \ 
Total  Chak  Oar 
gaon 


J 

2 
o 

2 


—  C 

cS  E 

5  a 


610 


476 

800 
332 

630 
369 

477 

1,482 


an 
1 


O 

s- 

51 
II 

a 


v  bo 

5 1 

3  H 

§  2  • 

6 

■o  ^2 

bo  -P 

S  H  "S 


475 
237 
475 
1,000 
380 

466 

359 

421 
1,568 
600 


33  935  36,082 


S 

2^ 


J  S  I 


476 
237 
476 
1,000 
380 

456 

359 

421 


-  o 
H 


S  8«  v-- 
9  a 


613 
414 
632 
1,16B 
810 

473 
408 

543 


8.2 

a  8 

1*1 

-  —  cS 
"3 


10 


1,568  2,115 


613 


36,735 


Circle  rates  on  amended  area 


Basai 


< 
n 

© 

v. 


< 

CO 
■J 

< 

a 
M 


o 

i-s 

p 


Dhanwanpur  ... 


Kadlpor 


4,275 


1,073 
1,140 


3,230 


1,074 
1,046 


2,553 


1,043 
1,042 


681 


36,363 


36,32- 


1,526 


925 
908 


661 
320 
475 
1,000 
569 

502 
383 

480 

1,707 

640 


38,015 


2,150 


926 
1,000 


o 

CO 

r3 


a 


cS 

9) 


3 


2  5, 

-a  * 

K  — 

3  > 

-  -C  . 

o  -  5 

3 


1,354 
396 
674 
1,349 
1,429 

377 
350 

367 

3,268 


634 
320 


11  1 


-j  13 


14 


Minhdi 
unattett 
ed. 


40,330 


1,654 


998 


773 


398 
11 

56 
83  li 
602 

8 
26 

11 

823 


28 
198 


5,650 


133 


Unculti- 
rated. 


15 


248 


G7  .. 


3 

a 


217 


85 


100 


30 
16 


397 


42 

72 


3,602 


-a 


343 


243 


8:> 


15 


15 
11 

1731 
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GTJRGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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Remarks. 


Village  lies  high,  and  the  bhAr  is  inferior  ; 
the  increase  taken  is  sufficient. 

Soil  average,  hat  no  abadi  and  the  ownert 
are  Biluches. 

014  3|  The  cultivation  here  is  wnprotected,  hence 
it  is  best  to  leave  the  old  jama. 

No  increase  of  resources  sufficient  to 
warrant  an  increase  of  jama. 

A  high-lying  village  below  the  average 
of  the  circle.  A  great  increase  of  on- 
protected  irrigation.  The  rise  now 
taken  on  the  jama  is  fully  enough. 

This  village  is  about  the  average. 

Magda  here  inferior,  otheiwise  average 
village. 

An  average  village,  but  the  ;area  per  lao 
of  irrigation  is  large. 

Not  much  increase  in  resource*  ;  owners 
partly  Biluches. 

A  good  average  soil,  with  water  near 
and  good  manured  area,  but  the  in- 
crease made  is  sufficient  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  village. 


Lands  lie  low  and  soils  good.  Damage 
done  to  the  moisture  by  the  Railway, 
so  that  no  land  is  now  entered  as 
dihxi.  A  large  extent  of  culturable 
waste,  but  rather  kallar.  The  redac- 
tion now  made  is  sufficient. 
Rather  heavily  assessed  hitherto,  reduced 
to  circle  rates, 

A  (rood  village  mainly  of  good  magda  ; 
Jome  little  damage  to  the  moisture 
done  by  the  Owalpahari  band,  a 
reduction  to  Rs.  1,000  is  sufficient. 
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TAHSIL  GURGAON, 
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< 

a 
o 
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Name  of  Tillage. 


Khandsa 


Garanli  Khard  ... 


7  Muhammadpur. 

8  Narsingpur 

9  Harsarn 


Total  chak  adjoin- 
ing  Dabar 


Garauli  Kalia  ...  427 


3 

£ 

o 

a 

If 

£■= 


.3 


921 


m 

a  t 
~  a 

•Pi 


s 

1  a 
o 


3 

1 

« 

c 

M 
1 

I 
> 


1,620 


82G 


430 


-  1  - 

•O  ..r 

JO 

'  - 


si 

•a  ■ 

3j 
s  2 

■  V 

PS 


It 


€18 
l,330j  623 

3,197  2,660 


1,620 

826 
420 

618 

623 

2,618 


1,769 

67 

68 

616 
637 

2,697 


12,363  11,926  11,163  10,330 


Circle  rates  on  amended  area 


Grand  total  of  Tah* 
silOurgaon  ... 


o 

to" 
t— 


ao 


o 


10,314 


to 


CI 


•3 

*  5 

<d  o 

II 

§1 

a  0 


10 


1,693 

730 
480 

624 

630 

2,600 


6 


o 
m 


3 

o 


IJf 


SI'S 
_ 


1,68 

689 

631 

730 
493 

2,664 


10,732  9,913 


n 

CO 

to 

. — I 


00 

to 


11 


cd 


46.. 


t 1 


66 
494 


1,189 


13 


141 


Vneulti 
rated. 


.0 

2 
2 
"3 


118 


228 
20 

119  22 


1,166|  29 
l 


a 

CO 
T 


0 


£.—The  amount  shown  in  the  Jamabandl  sent  to  tbe  TVpnty  PoRimbwloner  it  TU  7,0I,8«7.  The  difference  ir  thai 
deduction  Ba,  'J, Hi,  tearing  the  amount  m  noted  (or  Immediate  khalaa  demand. 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT — concluded. 
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18    |  19 


CI 


o 

•§  ?  !  H 

5  a 


215 


27 


24 


11  ... 


05 
65 


21 


V.* 


41 


527 


o> 

I 

a 
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1,160 


481 


478 


362 
3491 


1,381 


o 
H 


1,375 


532 


IN 


446 

455 

1,929 


20 


o 

■ 

i 
A. 

| 


5 

o 
H 


21    ]  22 


23 


Rate  per  acre 


1,494 


544 


0  14  6-0  15  8  0  15  8 


588  844 


6,097 


o 

s 


c. 

o 

IB 


7,529 


o 

as 


C75  0 
475 


8,72 


© 

5 


E 
I 

•3 


•j. 


■ 


1  2 


3  10 


-  f 

o 


1   2  2 


'.1 


-  a 


1  3  8 


I    5  615  11 


13  80  14  91  6 
1  21  1  101  2 


2,070  1  0  3  1    4  1  1  6 


24 


Part  of  the  soil  here  is  below  the 
average  the  well  cultivation  is  good. 
The  rise  now  taken  is  sufficient.  An 
cx-jngir  village. 

A  village  resembling  Kadipur  :  8om« 
deposit*  of  Nind  have  taken  place.  The 
reduction  now  made  is  bufficient. 

The  village  was  lightly  assessed  at  last 
settlement,  and  it  is  difficult  to  rai.<e 
the  jama  much  now. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Owners  Hangars,  lazy  and  not  well  off. 
A  light  assessment 


No  ri«e  possible  here.  A  non-resiilent 
owner,  and  a  large  body  of  occupancy 
teuaut*,  Hajputs. 


take  Rs.  3,404.  Total 

E.  MACONACHIE, 

Settlement  Officer. 
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i       Name  of  village. 
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CS  s  -r 
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«-»  B  m 
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z:  o 
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U  w 
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££ 
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Jnma  announced  i 
fixed  on  appeal. 

Total  area  of  the  i 

Cnculturable. 

^« 

km 

XI 

« 

hi 

Cnlturable. 

ft 

o 

"3 
fc 

1  Aspirr 

2  Balawas  Zamnnpur 

87H 

ist 

71XJ 

4K 

;o( 

1  Cm 

744 

t  53* 
ll\ 

u 

K 

'  12 
'  ... 

3< 
li 

►  ... 

>  109 

3  BUathera 

1.235 

688 

688 

8IC 

72G 

943 

61 

... 

91 

54 

4  Boria  Kama! pur... 

2,280 

1,307 

1,307 

1,0^5 

1,124 

1,063 

2.< 

86 

... 

6  Bikaner 

3.3.V) 
Includ- 
ing 

<  in  nr.  i. 
ctlA  J«t. 

670 

570 

466 

524 

476 

34 

•  •  « 

2 

6  Palbawas 

1,615 

1,900 

1,900 

2,316 

2,026 

1,737 

97 

... 

14 

•  •  • 

• 

7  Pahrajwas 

1,138 

618 

618 

854 

670 

791 

30 

... 

8 

... 

8  Tahna  Dipalpur... 

2,182 

903 

722 

819 

760 

858 

23 

... 

67 

ia 

9  Jadra 

1,810 

1,995 

1,995 

2,003 

2,062 

2,059 

66 

•  •• 

19 

5J 

< 
K 

10  Jhlniwaa 

600 

333 

333 

435 

333 

657 

6 

... 

2 

1 

11  Cbing 

157 

143 

113 

253 

173 

321 

7 

... 

8 

3 

12  Rijiwaa 

380 

285 

238 

257 

234 

282 

5 

20 

•  •  ■ 

13  IUjpdr  Khalsa  ... 

225 

600 

600 

577 

683 

548 

21 

63 

2 

11  RaBdlpur 

450 

380 

380 

502 

380 

421 

17 

15 

16  Rajhuwaa 

650 

499 

499 

664 

600 

502 

13 

•  •  • 

53 

■  •  • 

1 

6  Rauliawk 

600 

370 

370 

450 

465 

679 

30 

104 

17 

1 

7  Rauhral 

1,495 

1,235 

1,236 

1,623 

1,464 

1,794 

64 

74 

•  «  ■ 
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GUROAON  DISTRICT. 
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70 

670 
128 

161 

184 


14 

20 

114 

86 

61 

60 
95 


eg 
| 

a 
P 


ca- 
ts 


20 


T3 


5 

O 


403 
621 


713 
763 
370 

956 
626 

604 


469 
632 


8«>7 
954 
440] 


1,626 
75 


76a 


1,738  1,92 


549 


649 


289  30 


237 

348 

303 

436 

378 
1,571 


267 

462 
389 

496 

428 

1,666 


21 


22 
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Rate  per  acre 


t 

C9 

■a 
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a 
O 
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-. 

3  _ 

O  & 

C  2 
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508  0 
75:>() 


89J0 


1,040 


44-J 


1,640 
76 


31 


627 
404 


13 
16 


3 

o 

B 

S  £ 
c  8 
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Remarks, 


6  0  14 
\\"  15 


3J0  15 
81  1  2 


12    31j0  13     J/0  11 


0  11 


I    1  SJ 


i  7i  i  2  in 


2  8 
0  13  61 


836  0  14  2 


1  3 

0  14 

0  14 


6  |  Circle  rates. 

10  I  No  reduction  required.  The 
owners  are  A  Mr*,  doing 
fuirly.  The  water  is  better 
than  average. 
4J|  Water  deep  down  and  salt. 
No  gTeatcr  rise  can  safe] j 
be  made. 

1  2  10  I  A  reduction  here  required 
and  given.  No  need  to 
go  lower. 

1  3  i|  Somewhat  superior  bat 
heavily  assessed. 


1    3  11J|  Be  I  ow  the  average.  No  more 

can  be  wisely  asked. 
0  14    3  |  Wells  very  salt  and  village 
not  doing  well  as  others. 


6|k>  15  11  I  Estate    inferior.  Owners 
Brahmins. 


1,993  1    0     J  I  0 


7 

91 


1    1   2  |  No  material  difference  from 
circle  rates. 

0  11  10i|  Inferior  and  no  abadi  ;  the 
old  jama  is  maintained. 


0 


277  0 


8  7*0  8 
13   Sf.O  13 


0   9    1J|  Inferior.   The    increase  is 
enough. 

61 0  14   7  |  Another  inferior  estate,  soil 
6andy  and  wells  salt. 


I    1  i 

0  14  6 


1  1  6| 
0  15  1 


6490  14  2f0  14  7 
5490  12  1040  13  61 


I   4   2l|  Circle  rates. 

0  15   7j|  Land  and  produce  bad  ;  no 
advance  can  be  made  here. 

1  0   ll|  Owners  not  doing  well.  No 
advance  possible. 

I   1    4}|  Bhiir  good,  other  circum* 
stances  average. 


1.740  0  13     f  0  13 


5}  0  14  }]  Tho  substantial  increase 
taken  is  as  much  as  the 
village  will  bear.  
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5  years  ending 
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Sum  an  Khera  ... 

1,354 

1,140 

1,140 

1,016 

1,084 

841 

42 

•  •  • 

14 

13 

Saidpnr  ... 

133 

133 

183 

253 

150 

271 

9 

... 

6 

18 

20 

Sbadipur 

760 

626 

601 

636 

610 

623 

14 

61 

•  •  • 

21 
22 

Shekhupur,  Shikar* 
pur 

Kutabpur  Buzurg 

570 
760 

855 
60S 

855 
486 

775 
617 

892 
600 

800 
669 

23 
17 

•  •  • 

153 
16 

23 

Kiahangarh 

1,484 

925 

925 

743 

870 

809 

41 

102 

2 

24 

Khara  Alampar... 

1,287 

998 

683 

876 

606 

23 

•  •  • 

t5 

25 

Gindokhar 

1  • 

1,235 

897 

1,109 

942 

25 

28 

•  •  • 

V 
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26 

Gangaccha  Ahfr... 

1,000 

1,075 

1,075 

1,028 

1,198 
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45 

1 

o 
u 

1 
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■< 

pa 
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25 

< 

27 

■J  8 
29 

Qangaecha  Jat ... 

Liik  hn  aur 
Lala 

600 

900 
1,473 

670 

47:> 
925 

670 

475 
925 

759 

488 
1,128 

700 

603 
1,020 

726 

503 
1,175 

22 

25 
35 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

31 
30 

30 

■  •  • 
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< 
S3 

30 

I.isana 

2,600 

1,516 

1,516 

1,601 

1,700 

1,532 

70 

86 

22 

31 

Mandhaia  Kburd 

1,100 

760 

760 

749 

760 

835 

12 

*  •  • 

45 

*•  • 

32 

Muhiuddinpdr  ... 

1,425 

919 

919 

688 

840 

816 

37 

•  •  • 
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6 

33 

Mustafa  pur 

1,235 

855 

855 

801 

844 

767 

22 

33 
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35 

Nangalia,  Ran- 
mankh 
Hansawaa 

1.330 
1,650 

1,319 
1,045 

1,154 
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1,076 
1,462 

1,220 
1,257 
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1,398 
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•  •  • 
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29,308 

29,254 

29,083 
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1 

Circle  rates  on  amended  area  ... 
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IS 
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163 
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86 
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447 

158 

•  •  • 
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•  •  • 

214 

1,141 

1,355 

76 
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645 

•  •  • 
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218 

1,116 

1,333 
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4,946 

21,227 
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•  •• 

"3 
o 


799 
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65: 
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91 
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1,462 
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8  10 

0  15  7J 
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14 

1  1  2A 
I  11  8 

1  2  10 
I    7  8 

0  15  6 


1   0  0 
13  11 


1    1  9 


823  0  14  6] 


1   0  6 
1    1  7i 
1    4  4} 


1,3460  14  4} 


28.023 
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1    5   84  1  6  1 

0  9    2  jo  10  1 

10     i  1  1  9} 

I 

1  9  10|  1  10  101 

I 

0  14    6  0  14  11 

1  2  HI  4  114 

1  13   0  I  13  0 


1    3  4 


1    3  114 


19     |19  7 


0  15  11 


1    0  10 


I   0  7* 


1    2  0 


0  14   3J  I    0  11 


I    2  7i 

0  14  9} 

1  1  3} 


I    2  1J 


1    4  11 


I    4  1 

0  15  8j 

1  4  10 

1  2  114 
1    5  24 


0  14  114  0  15  1 
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EEMABK8. 


Soila  good.    No  large  reduo 
tion  required. 
Owners  are  not  well  off. 

Dry.    Soils  bad,  chahi  good. 

A  very  good  village,  doing 
well. 

No  farther  advance  safe. 

Tbe  reduction  given  is  suffi- 
cient. 

A  redaction  w an  ted  and 
given,  but  tbe  village  ia 
above  tbe  average. 

Same  as  above. 

A  good  village  with  large 
area  under  manure.  Owners 
very  fairly  off. 

A«8cB»cd  by  Settlement  Offi- 
cer at  Rs.  750,  reduced  by 
Comr.   An  average  village. 

Area  entered  per  lao  of  irri- 
gation small. 

Reduced  in  appeal  from  Rs. 
1 ,05 1  which  gave  an  increase 
of  14  p.  c.  on  the  jama,  as 
against  23  p.  e.  increase  in 
cultivation. 

Village  near  Rcwari  and  a 
large  increase  in  resources. 

No  change  advisable. 

A  small  reduction  only  re- 
quired here. 

About  an  average  village  but 
no  reduction  is  needed. 

A  superior  village  with  large 
manured  area. 

Narmot  rat  her  inferior.  Raj  - 
puts  owners, 
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Aramnagar 

150 

103 

103 

157 

141 

218 

6 

29 

2 

Uucha 

800 

630 

630 

765 

771 

1,011 

24 

41 

6 

3 

Ahrod 

lr067 

950 

950 

1,272 

1,160 

2,486 

497 

66 

12 

4 

Bisdoda 

1C0 

8(Kl 

800 

1,447 

1,100 

2,630 

429 

31 

2 

6 

Balwari 

1,283 

1,302 

1,302 

973 

1,146 

1,218 

114 

40 

6 

19 

6 

Baw&na  Gujar  ... 

618 

US 

480 

515 

486 

1,066 

364 

•  ■  • 

116 

3 
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Bohka 

1,140 

700 

700 

984 

945 

1,511 

26 
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Bhalkl 

1,800 

1,04*. 

1,015 

1,023 

1,045 

1,599 

306 
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Parla 

1,350 

760 

760 

1,268 

860 

207 
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Pali 

1,662 

1,850 

1,850 

1,327 

1,700 

1,103 
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•  •  • 

25 

19 
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Pbnsiki 

76C 

1  67C 

570 

365 

482 

446 

39 

... 

25 

•  •  • 
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Dhawana 
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)  1,04; 

1,04 f 

1   2,07 1 

1,50C 

»  2,903 
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1,141 
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852 
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'  Raj  garb. 

1,231 

1,201 

1,201 

J  1,00 
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J  1,79( 
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)  ... 
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I  25 
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Rampuri 

»M 
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)  47< 

471 

S-  46 

3  51 

3  56 
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I  .. 

If 

>^  Srinagar 

66( 

)  341 

34 

2  69 

7  63 

J  1,06 
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4  ... 

6! 
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108 
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78 

46 


CJ 


c 


183 
869 
1,901 

2,068 

837 

622 

1,124 

1,133 
1,163 

2,266 
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1,241 
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2,494 
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1,056 
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1,989  0   7  6 
0   6  11} 


2,101 


1,014 

70 

1,485 

1,293 
1. 
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0  11  1 
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B 

0 

12 

4 

0 

0 

13 

M 

3 

0 

9 

n 

0  10   5}0  12  11 
8    2f0   9  4] 


,466  0 
1,601  D  12  Hi 
7  1    1  3) 


3 

u 

g 

■a  s 


5 


1  2  1} 
1   2  8 
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880  0  14  5 

1,097  0  10  9 
649  0  14  8) 


1    2  3} 

1  1  7} 
0    8  3] 


0  8  6 

1  2  9 
0  13  4 

0  12  5 

0  13  6] 

0  11  0 

1  2  8 
I    3  0 

0  9  71 

1  3  9j 

1    2  81 

1    1  14 
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Remarks. 


0    8    310    8    G10    9  2| 


Magda  below  average. 

Full  Circle  rates. 

Reduced  in  appeal  from 
1,208.  Cultivation  nearly 
tripled. 

An  inferior  estate  with  an 
cnorroooB  increase  in  cul- 
tivation. 

An  inferior  soil,  but  water 
near  ;  reduction  sufficient. 

Below  the  average.  Water 
deep  and  soil  inferior. 

Water  near  but  the  increaso 
is  large  enough. 

No  change  advisable. 

An  inferior  Tillage  with 
water  deep.  Owners  Raj- 
puts. 

Ovcr-apsesaed  but  the  Ahiri 
are  not  badly  off. 

Highly  assessed  and  some 
reduction  given  which  ia 
enough. 

An  inferior  village,  with  1 ,300 
acres  increase  in  cultiva- 
tion.   Increase   taken  ia 
enough. 

Chabi  good  and  manured, 
area  large. 

No  change  is  advisable  here. 

Water  near  and  sweet.  Small 
increase  fully  justified. 

An  inferior  Tillage  :  increase 
quite  sufficient,  Appeal  re- 
jected.  

CO 
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Estimated  demand  an 
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Culturable. 

i 

17 

Siha 

2,050 

1,807 

1,807 

1,510 

1,763 

1,649 

4*1 

... 

19 

•  •  • 

18 

Kahri  ~ 

1,235 

1,000 

1,000 

648 

823 

53C 

17 

... 

14 

•  ■  * 

IS 

Kadbd 

380 

42fi 

42o 

423 

426 

684 

146 

... 

... 

■  •  • 

20 

Kacukd 

50C 

333 

333 

327 

300 

656 

234 

44 

21 

Kauland 

400 

400 

400 

712 

589 

890 

19 

... 

45 

6 

•2 
p 

J. 

kunual 

k  fin 

679 

670 

1,733 
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9 
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c 
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o 
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Khalcta 

1,768 

1,188 
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1   1  A/1 

1  OfV. 
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1 
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Khol 

JSC 

71  ^ 

713 

1,236 

945 

3,410 

1,383 

296 

t 

i 
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< 

25 

GobindpurJ 

27C 

125 

105 

110 

100 

180 

6 

ta  t 

1 

6 

< 

3 

2C 

Gotbra  tappa  Kbori 

2,000 

1,615 

1,615 

1,074 

1,44* 

1,112 

86 

100 

... 

27 

Lobana 

1,100 

855 

855 

1,280 

1,014 

1,624 

110 

•  »• 

21 

•  •  • 

•k 

£o 

Majra,  Mutasil 

900 

950 

1,013 

1,025 

l,32Ii 

166 

134 

1 

Til  L  1 1  • 

tihalki 

21) 

Maumaria  Ahir  ... 

900 

670 

570 

393 

484 

672 

138 

6 

30 

Milam  aria  tbcthar 

850 

808 

808 

670 

750 

817 

128 

37 

31 

Manmaria  Asdmpur 

800 

499 

499 

545 

533 

633 

107 

■  *  « 

•  ■  i 

4 

32 

Main 

1,687 

1,700 

1,700 

1,316 

1,250 

1,882 

221 

•  •a 

35 

80 

nolod- 

log 

Nagl*. 

1 

13 

Masit  ... 

1,612 

1,425 

1,425 

1,379 

1,200 

1,666 

290 

161 
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Chahi  with  irri- 
gable, 

Irrigated  by  other 
mean  s. 

Unirrigated. 

Total  area  irrigat- 
ed. 

On  total  area. 
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S 

ej 

<u 
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On  total  area  cul- 
tivated. 

Remabkb. 

*  ■  > 

39C 

> 

75f 
311 

!    1  14( 

50*. 

1,161 

U  1  J 

|l    1    1 J 
18  7 

1    8  2.] 
1    9  4J 

1    8  7k 
1  10  1 

No  great  change  required 
I uny  assessed,    but  ttio 
owners  arc  not  doing  bad- 

A  heavily  assessed  village 
but  bettor  than  the  average. 

... 

9 

529 

t>3> 

633 

»    9  U\ 

0  12  7J 

0  12  7J 

Circle  rates  and  old  jama. 

88 

•  •  ♦ 

340 

37.S 

i2i 

P   7  3j 

0  11  4^ 

0  12  8J 

Rather  below  the  average 
with  Rajput  owners. 

91 

... 

729 

820 

R7  1 

p  10  7 

0  10  10 

0  11  6 

Wells  very  deep,  the  incrcaso 
taken  id  sulfide  ut. 

... 

39 

Mi 

886 

1,040 

0   6  21 

0  10  3J 

0  11  7 

Circle  rates. 

148 

... 

1,089 

1,237 

1.3  id 

0    9  3 

a  13  1 

0  14  2f 

Circle  rate*.   Village  !um 
been  injured  by  deposits 
of  Eand. 

65 

1,673 

1,728 

2,027 

o   4  Bj 

0    7  5.J 

0    8  9 

Water  deep  and  soil  inferior. 

... 

... 

167 
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171 

0   8  11 

0   9  2 

0   9  7 

Cultivation  has  dcorcased. 

228 

699 

927 

1  fW7 
I  ,\JZ  1 

1    4  10 

1    6  61 

I    9  0 

A  snperior  v'llnge  but  over 
assessed.    The  relief  now 
given  will  be  sufficient. 

... 

120 
153 

1,373 
87f> 

1,493 
1,028 

1,514 

1,16a 

U  10  0 
J  12  4 

0  10  84 
0  14  1J 

0  10  10} 
0  15  11| 

Wells  deep  and  6oils  infe- 
rior. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

63 

•  •  • 

376 

428 

431 

I)  13  64 

1    1  10 

1    2  1 

'  lighly   assessed  but  now 
sufficiently  relieved. 

96 

••• 

656 

652 

68<> 

0  14  6| 

1    1  5 

1    4  4 

This  small  reduction  is  suffi- 
cient. 

89 

•  •  • 

433 

522 

>> - '  I 

3  13  6} 

1    0  2J 

1    0  4 

vircic  rates  ntunj. 

185 

• 

1,061 

1,246 

l,36ll 

3  12  7|l 

a  14  8j 

I  0  4 

Nangla  pays  360  separately. 
Village  about  avciagc  and 
owned  by  11a j puts. 

294 

921 

1,215 

1,376|( 

)  11  J 

)  13  $< 

)  16  I 

,'arcaannounced  Rs.  1,499,  re- 
duced    without  appeal. 
Wells  sweet  and  nearer  than 
the  average. 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT.— continued. 
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180 
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0  15  51 
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13  9 


0  11  91 

1  1  31 
0  14  4} 


0  14    310  15  101 


1    0    21  I    1  8 


0  14  1 


1  0  1 


0  8   2  0   8   310  14  1 

1  5  8f  1  6  5  1  9  9| 
0  10   110  10   6J0  15  81 


8o;l  inferior.  Owners  how- 
ever are  well  off,  increase 
taken  is  enough. 

No  change  advisable. 

No  change  advisable. 

About  average,  but  some 
nhntcmcut  1b  (lef-irablc  on 
account  of  increase. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 


Heavily  over-assessed.  The 
large  relief  now  given  will 
no  doubt  be  sufficient. 


No  material  change  advis- 
able. 

The  increase  made  is-enough. 

30  rupees  reduced  on  former 
j  1  tun  for  land  taken  up.  No 
material  change  can  be 
wisely  made. 

Owners  Guj&rs.  Some  of 
the  soil  inferior. 

Magda  here  inferior. 

Inferior  village,  but  near  to 
Itcwari. 

Over-assessed  but  has  some 
good  culiurable  waste. 

A  jagir  village.  No  reduc- 
tion required  as  owners 
are  fairly  off. 

Soil  inferior  but  water  near. 
A  small  increase  may  bo 
taken.   
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7,025 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT.-continued. 
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Rem  auks. 
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0  14  J110 
0  12  9*0  14  101 

0  12   94.0  15  8 


1    6  2j 


687.0  11  1  0  11  7| 
943.0  10   7  < 


300   7   4i'l    0  0 
8730  15    2  1    0  4} 
509  0   8     1  0   8  2} 


1    8  1 


3,853 


1    4  12 


1    8  11 


0  14  6 

1  2  9 

1  3  4 
1    1  8 

1  5  11 

2  3  * 


Inferior  in  soil,  bat  close  to 
Rewdri.  No  change  ad- 
visable. 

The  pala  aud  grass  sell  for 
Rs.  140. 

No  abadi,  but  close  to 
Rewdri,  no  great  increase 
in  resources. 

Village  has  developed  its  re- 
sources, but  was  not  lightly 
before. 


Circle  rates. 

Somewhat  inferior  soil. 

Not  fit  for  more  than  circlo 
rates. 

This  village  is  inferior  to 
average. 

A  very  fair  village  but 
rather  over-assessed,  with 
Rangars  as  owners. 

Soil  inferior  and 
Hangars  and  Rajputs. 

Soil  good  ;  large  culturablo 
area  and  increase  in  re- 
sources. 

Inferior  but  close  to  Rewarf 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

A  good  deal  of  culturablo 
waste,  which  being  near 
liewari,  is  valuable. 

Jr.ma  announced,  Rs.  6, £66 
reduced  on  appeal.  A  very 
fine  estate  with  a  largo 
valuable  culturable 
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GTTRGAON  "DISTRICT— continued. 
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Light  rates  required  here.  The 
owners  are  Gujars  and  poor. 

Go>d  soils  and  cultivation, 
bat  present  assessment  is 
rather  high. 

Circle  rates.  Some  reduc- 
tion needed. 

Jagir.  Soils  inferior  and  no 
abadi. 

No  increase  advisable.  Wells 

mostly  kntcha. 
SoHb  fit  for  circle  rates  but 
the  increase  would  be  too 
great. 

Owners  Gujars  and  Rangara 

and  not  well  off. 
Owners  Gujars  and  not  well 
off. 


1  5J|  Circle  rates  nearly. 

j  Notwithstanding  the  increase 
of   cultivation   the  pre- 
sent jima  is  very  high. 
1    4   6  J  Too  highly  assessed  at  pre- 
sent, but  a  good  village 
witu  valuable  "  munj  "  on 
its  culturablc  waste. 
6   31  Village  in  much  the  same 
state  as  at  last  settlement. 
0  14  111  Former  assessment  low  so 
that  now  full  increase  can- 
not be  taken. 
0  12  11J  Soils  inferior.    Owners  Raj- 
puts. 

An  inferior  soil,  but  a  large 
fallow. 

2  1$  Chain  good  but  the  mngda 
bad  ;  only  a  slight  advance 
advisable. 

1  41  A  great  increase  in  resour- 
ces, but  the  jama  must 
have  been  hard  originally. 
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GUKGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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partly  Rajputs,  yet  the 
water  is  sweet  and  near. 

A  fine  village,  at  present  over- 
assessed.  Soils  good,  wells 
sweet,  but  deep. 


The  Narmot  here  is 
nearly  Magda.  The  well 
water  not  very  good  ;  tho 
irrigable  area*  shown  is 
large. 

Jama  announced  at  Rs.  868, 
reduced  on  appeal.  An  in- 
ferior Tillage,  bat  soils 
nearly  average. 
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A  good  village,  no  need  to 
reduce. 

An  isolated  inferior  Rajput 
village  No  advance  can  bo 
made  here. 

Chak  rates  nearly. 
Circle  rates. 

Soils  here  partly  inferior. 
Circle  rates. 
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|1  12   5}  Circle  rates. 

2  1  7l|  The  rates  here  Bhow  too  high 
a  chahi  area,  the  reduction 
however  is  enough. 
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Reduction  here  too  required, 
bat  we  need  not  go  lower. 

Already  a  full  jama.  A 
good  village. 

Former  jama  rather  heavy, 
the  water  is  inferior. 

Owners  Rangare.  The  in- 
crease is  all  that  can  Buicly 
be  taken. 

An  Istnmrar  village  over- 
assessed.  It  is  still  much 
above  circle  rates. 

No  change  here  advisable, 

A  good  village,  but  wanting 
some  little  reduction. 

Incrense  in  cultivation  has 
t>ecn  small.  The  jama  at 
Its.  400  is  enough. 

No  abadi.  The  increase  of 
jama  too  ia  great. 

The  village  has  not  been 
doing  well  and  wants 
relief. 

Chak  rates  nearly. 

A  well -cultivated  village  and 
the  low   average  area  is 
small,   but  owners  arc 
Baiyids. 

S 

Chak  rates. 

Bhur  here  good. 

8oil  inferior.  Owners  Rajput*. 
No  material  increase  can  bo 
made  here. 
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1,014 

720 

562 

014 

674 
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0  I 

Maliaki 

1,600 

7C0 

700 

809 

729 

382 

23 
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Masani 

1,300 

855 

855 

719 

820 

600 

19 
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MirpuT 

2,200 

1,330 

1,330 

1,055 

1,153 

786 
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30 

2 

53 

Nikbri 

1,093 

1,093 

1,093 

1,001 

1,101 

687 

24 
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6 
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64 

Nigdniawia 

yoo 

58 

581 

757 

711 

526 

18 

... 

24 
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55 

Nandrampurbas  ... 

2  375 

2,375 

2,457 

2,441 

2,618 
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60 

Ndrpur 
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OK 

701 

64C 
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I 

63,193 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

+-« 
H 

P 
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Baldhan  Khurd  ... 
Baldban  Kalan  ... 

1,021 
1,121 

1,021 
1,20C 

817 

96( 

91* 
1  1,371 

1  89f 
J  1,135 

96$ 
1,477 

21 

30 

... 
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70 
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KhuBbpura 
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682 

I  67€ 
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61 

205 
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24! 
180 

89 
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103 
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10,780 


1,247 


260 
416 

164 

339 

332 
477 

896 

2,012 
349 


-- 


■ 

■j. 
i 

o 
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4g; 


21 


22 


23 


Rate  per  acre 
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S 


406  1  6  6 
478  0  14  7 


359      369  1  H  6J 


474l     541  1    7  6 


27,881 


185 

133 
183 

133 


791 


571  609 
6571  663 

484|  608 

2,20C|  2,4  7C 
517 


39,911  43,694 


979|  1,108 


741      874      947  0 


1,140 


391 


1,323  1,44 


524  69 


I 

3*8 
B 

i 


7  5} 
7  6J 

5  84 

14  11 
2  9 


1    7  81 

1  4  6) 

2  0  6 
I    8  3 

I  14  3J 

I    8  41 


p 
a 


11 

SI 


1  11  4J 

1  6  0i 

2  0  6 

1  11  8 

2  0  1| 
I  10  94 


I    6   4}  1    7  6 


0  15  91 

1  3  9) 


2  4 


14  91 
)  12 


I    1  9i 


1  8 
I   6  8 


I   6  8 

0  16  1) 
12 


3J0  12   CI  0 


Present  jama  rather  heavy. 

Village  poor,  requires  relief, 
bat  the  chahi  is  good,  mag* 
da  ab>o,  bhux  bad. 

Wells  here  are  salt,  and 
present  jama  a  little  hard. 

Present  assessment  rather 
high,  village  still  doing 
fairly,  but  well  water  said 
to  be  inferior. 

Reduction  required,  tho 
village  is  not  much  abovo 
average. 

No  great  change  desirable 
here,  the  present  jama 
must  originally  have  been 
hard. 

A  good  village,  but  the  in- 
crease in  jama  is  very  con- 
siderable 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

An  inferior  village,  no  ad- 
vauce  possible. 


1    2  10 


0 
13 


Bj 
81 


1   2  21 


1   2  74 


The  red  net  inn  given  is  suffi- 
cient, not  much  more  than 
an  average  village. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Soil  unequal,  but  about  aver- 
age on  the  whole. 


Circle 
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Name  of  Tillage 


Darauli 


Dakhauri 


10 


12 


13 


14 

16 
16 
17 


Dhani  Tbetharbar 


Dahlni 


Zainabad 


Fatahpuri  tappd 
Dabina 


Kanwili 


Qothra  tappd  Dab 

ini 
Lisaa 


Murh'pur 
Motla  Kalan 
.Van gal  Pathani. 
Nimaut 


Highest 
Jauia. 


jo.  «4 

- 


1,800 


1,300 


285 


3,750 


2,852 


2,112 


2,448 


s  a 

S  S 

M  S 


I  o  — 

I* 

S 

I  5  t«J 
l<3 


3s« 


1,8C 


1,800 


1,0001  1,000 


<y  O 

P  s 

c  o 

o 

s-  _ 

£  £ 


o  et 

c  a 

a  a. 

O  et 

C  _ 


10 


II 


o 
bo 

a 


Mi /thai 
\nnajtcisec 


1,379 


1,068 


850l     650  764 


4,000l  3,996 


2,527  2,526 


1,7101  1,710 


2,448  2,448 


1,800    l,213l  1,213 


3,6rKi 


•  Total  Chak 


2,550 
2,900 
6,000 
2,185 


2,755l  2,15 


36,641 


1,0451  1,045 

l,52ol  1,620 

2,0191  1,619 

2,35o|  1,758 


29,475127,230 


•  Circle  rate*  on  amended  area* 


3,683 
2,223 
1,502 

2,188 

1,598 
2,474 


867 
1,510 
1,605 
1,756 


1,690 


1,122 


650 


3,818 


2,150 


1,702 


2,462 

1,393 
2,273 


3 


2,38* 


l,57i 


987 
1,634 
1,663 
1,756 


2,30* 

1,602 
2,14c 


816] 
1,024| 
1,33( 


x> 
* 


a 

o 
a 


45 


8561  21 


886  17 


3,7991  100 


89 
67 

8 

40 
62 


18 
40 
46 


2,175  126 


26,809  26,198: 26,15«     845  27 


26,717 


13  14 


Unntlticat' 
ed. 
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3 

o 


19 


34 
36 
43 

161 
165 
162 

88 

94 
160 


114 

48 
66 
299 

743 


31 


6S 
21 


3611 
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300 
235 
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273 
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3,119 
1,793 
1,117 

1,836 

1,236 
1,663 
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651 
918 
1,471 


i 
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1 

■ 

5-6 
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957 
799 
826 

3,525 
2,093 
1,352 

2,078 

1,384 
1,895 


639 
936 
1,191 
1,760 


19.458  23,125 


20 


*-« 
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1,009 
835 
869 

3,699 


0  11  9 


1    0  1 


2,289  0  14  6 


1,518 

2,208 

1,662 
2,079 


798 
984 
1,284 
2,049 


25,274 


21 
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Rate  per  acre 
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■ 

"3 
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i 

ca 

0 

si 

c«  . 

-Z  "V 

a  v 

8* 

On  tot 
tivat 

10  9} 

1  12  3 

1  4  nri    5  6 


1  1  0\ 


1   1  0| 


13  11 

0  iii 


3  4j 
8  0 
3  11| 
)  12  11 


1    6  4} 


0  11  11|  0  12  7 


1     0  6 

0  15  0! 

1  1  Il| 

1    1  10 

0  14  31 

1  1  6 


1    6  10} 


1  0  :>i 


1    *  U 


1  3 

1  0 
1  3 


24 


Remarks. 


Soil  every  Rood  here,  a  ml  ac- 
tion required  as  given. 

Soils  good,  water  near  and 

good. 

A  reduction  here  lately  given, 
no  change  now  advisable, 
the  Naia  Kasauti  runs 
through  this  village. 

Some  R.ind  deposits  by  the 
Kasauti,  but  we  need  not 
go  lower. 

Sand  deposits  going  on  here, 
a  considerable  reduction 
has  been  necessary. 

A  large  increase  of  cultiva- 
tion, but  no  advance  can  bo 
made  ;  the  jama  originally 
must  have  been  bard. 


1  3  9JI  8 
1    8  11*1  10 


1    4  7 


1  6 


0  13    84  0  1 


0   No  need  for  redaction,  and 
the  village  is  already  fully 
assessed, 
ljj  Depth  to  water  considerable, 

I  and  owner-  Un j puts. 
2|]  A  part  of  this  village  is  very 
good,  bnt  most  of  its  land 
is  below  average.  The 
initial  jama  of  the  last 
settlement  must  have  been 
hard. 

8    Above  the  average  as  to  soil 

and  water. 
0J  No  material  alteration  ad- 
visable here. 
24  A  good  average  Tillage  in 

quality. 
04  Circle  rate*. 
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Name  of  village. 
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61 
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18 

14 

15 
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A-iika 

AkbarpttT  ... 
BarjethU 
Darsundraml 
Balawas  Ahir  ... 
Baler  Kburd  ... 

Baler  Kalan 

Banmar 

Bitbwana 

Bangnrwa 

Biirana 
Btlraru 

Biirthal  Thetbar... 
BiirtbalJat 

Bbarawaa 
Bbandaur 


17  BaubtwasAbir  .. 
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Wghcrt 
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650 


2,150 


570 
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315 
76 
444 
500 
800 

630 

428 

950 

380 


476!  940 


Bbagwanpur 
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1,425 


5,230 


1,800 


1,173 
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117 
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315  249 
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444 
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428 
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2,185 


BOS 
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2,377 


2,185 
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405 
541 
668 

653 

598 

699 

429 

770 

406 

709 

1,077 
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405 
625 
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880 
61 
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9 

U 

a 
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78 
20(i 

77 
346 
408 
416 

393 

387 

62 

342 

579 
300 


763  570 


963 


2,356 


2,074 


750 


581 


914 


2,728 


1,946 


752 


628 


■J 


66 
26 

13 

13 

44 

14 

19 

24 
35 

65 

219 
158 
29 
16 
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47 
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136 

166 

115 

133 
125 

49 
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183 
216 
116 
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341 

216| 

224 

21( 


73 
190 

34 

352 
390 

355 
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22 
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O 


75 
193 

76 
341 
352 
391 


3 

•8 


•a -3 

II 

■**  J. 
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1    1  5 

L    6  1 

0  15  H 

2  81 

4  7 

10  11 


238  37 
349  474 

258  307 

38Z  54 

132|  264 
516 

575]  741 

2,0O7|  2,190 
M<»>|  1,616 
52  642 
51 


380 
374 
483 

328 

560 

256 
533 

859 


1    2  1| 
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9  s 
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Remarks* 


1    2  7] 


I  6  10$  I  7  3 
1   0  0 


9  101 
2  61 


1  3  0 
I    7  10.J 


1  3  O 
1    7  1( 


1  12   711  12  84 


I  10  9 
1    3  2 


i  12  7| 
1    3  4 


8   34  I  10   6  1  11  0 
1     I    1    61,1    2  9 
1    »  If 


8  4 

11  5 
I    5  5 

1  0  104 


Circle  rates  nearly. 
Only  slightly  above  average. 
No  change  required. 
Circle  rates. 

Wells  some  of  them  kadia* 

Village  poor,  and  requires 
relief,  soils  fair. 

Soils  almost  all  good,  owners 
fairly  off. 

Soils  inferior,  and  owners 
not  well  off. 

At  present  over-assessed, bat 
soil,  cultivation  and  water 
are  good. 

Well  water  bad,  and  well 
area  show  somewhat  in. 


2  0  14 
1  6  11 

1    1  111 


1  10  Oil  Village  requires  relief 
given. 

ii    1  \"  Jagir  village  and  a  good  < 

An  istamrar  village  above 
the  average. 


1  7  8 
1   4  94 


1   2   6fll    4  6 


2,50<J  0  13  9J  0  15  01  I  1  24 
1,788  1    1  04 

723  0  15  114 

612  0  14  94 


1    0  7 


1   2  81 


0  15   2  jl  1  11 


Water  generally  salt,  the 
circle  rates  cannot  be  ap- 
proached. 

No  material  change  advisable, 
soil  here  generally 


Water  here  too  bad ;  a  slight 
reduction  is  suitable. 

Wells  salt  and  deep,  and  the 
Nannot  Kallar. 

Village  generally  poor,  soil 
poor,  water  bad. 
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Averuge  demand 
5  years  ending 
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19 
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423 
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•i 

ox 

•  •  • 

20 

Phadni 

f  ■  • 
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606 
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12 
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a  ft  I 
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Pithriwiw 
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61ft 
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303 
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83 
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1,443 

1,443 
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1,307 

1,083 
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••ft 

•j: 

Thothwalka 

... 

1,304 
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725 

756 

665 
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60 

22 
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- 1 

Jatuwia 
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1,300 
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8B6 

806 

780 
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37 

13 
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1 

o 
o 

c 

1 

26 

Jaunawaa 
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yoo 
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601 
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60 

• 
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Jaitrawas 

825 

1,045 

1,045 

994 

1,000 

930 

64 

•  •  ■ 

19 
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28 

Chandawfa 
CMmnawas 

•  ■  • 
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603 

623 
713 

600 
713 

492 
664 

437 
717 

476 
610 

48 

87 

23 
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67 

1 
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ts 

29 

Husainpur 

2,150 

998 

998 

1.112 

900 

848 

49 

MB 

14 

5 

o 

• 

80 

Dinalampur 

266 

171 

171 

220 

171 

154 

9 

•  •  • 

11 

Dhamliiwa9 

HI 

655 

856 

317 

738 

877 

619 

21 

•  •  • 

60 
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•  •  • 

237 

660 

488 

662 

482 

460 

22 

39 

6 

28 

xi 

Dhinf  Santo 

380 

671 

671 

482 

621 

387 

21 

19 
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239 
388 

187 
689 
443 

699 

366 

730 
358 

379 

624 

10 
416 

26 


274 


348 
475 

269 
889 
635 
638 
616 

806 
386 

465 
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145, 
638 
366 


20 
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613 


994 
65 
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576 
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Remarks, 


276|l  10  6i 

1   3  3» 

1    1  3 

0  15  1| 

1  6  7i 


1  6  104 

1  1  2 

1  13  0 

1  5  0} 

1  2  91 

1  0  11 

1  7  74, 


866 


1    1  2} 


404  0  14  81 
5231  2  9| 
7991    1  2 


1  2  6! 
1    1  8) 


1  10  4} 


Circle  rates  Are  suitable. 

Soil  not  good,  and  wells  6alt, 
present  assessment  rather 

high. 

A  very  good  village,  Boil  and 
water  good. 


Above  the 
relief. 


Village  poor  and  needs  relief, 
wells  very  i-alt. 


1    8  11 
1    2  6J 

1  14  0 
1    7  6J 
1    3  7 


1    8   21  Over-assessed  and  poor,  wcllg 
deep  and  brackish. 


Soil  good,  but  water  salt, 
present  assessment  is  too 
high.  * 


1  3  10J  Ciicln  rates  nearly. 
1    2  11 


1   0  Hi 


1   2   241   2  51 


145 


1    1  9 


6981    6  8 


3991    0  9 


I   2  11 


1    2  11 


1   7  61 


I   3  4 


347      3661    6   61  1    6   9*1    8   0,  At  present 


8  8 


I    10  1 


1    6  1 


Over-assessed     and  poor, 
wells  salt. 

Soils  good,  and  no  salt 
wells.  Ahirs  are  fairly  off. 

Wells  badly  salt,  owners 
Baiyids,  and  wail  more 
than  work  ;  irrigable  area 
rather  largely  stated. 

Water  deep  and  bad,  no 
abadi,  no  advance  ad  via- 


Soils  good,  wells  brackish 

only,  the  oi 
well  otf. 

Not  a  good  village,  wells 
kacha  and  generally  saltt 
owners  non-resident. 


,  highly 
btit  the  village  is  ralher 


above  the  a 
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Dhani  Sund  raud 
Rajpura  istamrar 

Rajiaka 

Rampara 


38  Ramgai 
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Remarks. 


Increase  of  384  acres  in  cul- 
tivation, but  an  a  whole  the 
village  is  rather  below  the 
average. 

Fully  assessed  and  paying 
the  assessment.  Nochango 
is  desirable. 

An  inferior  Rangar  village. 
A  large  increase  would  not 
bo  safe. 

A  Rangar  village  with  salt 
wells.  The  increase  is  suffi- 
cient. 

A  substantial  reduction 
given,  wo  need  not  go 
lower. 

This  increase  is  enough  for 
the  village  to  pay  well, 

Circle  rates. 


Not  fully  average,  though 
water  is  near. 

A  full  average  village. 

An  istamrar  village  with 
water  nearer  than  the 
average,  bhiir  good,  but. 
some  wells  salt. 

Soils  not  good,  and  ownera. 
Rangar.  No  advance  is 
advisable. 

Soils  fair  and  large  manured' 
area  ;  the  reduction  uov* 
given  is  sufficient. 


Circle  rates  nearly. 
No  abadi. 
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Fairsoils, but  owners  Rajputs, 
and  must  of  the  wells  kutcua. 

On  the  whole  a  good  village, 
with  a  substantial  increase 
in  cultivation  and  iniga- 
tion. 

A  fully  average  village,  with 
toil.-  good  of  their  kiud. 

Undoubtedly  over-assc«scd, 
but  with  this  reduction 
will  do. 
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Circle  rates  nearly. 

Formerly  highly  assessed, 
but  now  low  owing  to 
damage  done  by  thcSabibi. 
There  havo  been  several 
new  wells. 

Well  irrigation  extensive, 
and  water  near  and  sweet ; 
land  magda  fair,  but  bhiir 
inferior. 

Centre  of  the  village  good 
chain,  round  it  inferior 
bhur. 

Boils  and  chahi  above 
average,  benefit  in  heavy 
rains  from  the  Sabibi. 

Fully  assessed  already. 

Jama  annonnced  Us.  768, 
reduced  on  appeal.  A  great 
increase  in  resources. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Circle  rates. 
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The  amount  entered  as  initial  demand  in  the  Jamabandl  is  Rs.  2,64,902.  To  reconcile  the  amounts 
for  Ba.  204— total  deductions  Ba.  11,199,  This  will  give  Be.  2,64,897,  which  will  really  be  the  khalaa 
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k  low-lying  village  flooded 
from  the  Indri  and  Sahibi. 

Above  the  average.  Water 
near,  and  village  benefits  by 


Jama  announced  Rs.  1,185 
reduced  on  appeal.  Very 
larg  increase  in  resourcea 
and  cultivation. 

Jamaannonnced  Rs.  934,  re- 
duced on  appeal.  A  good 
low-lying  Sahibi  village. 

Jama  announced  Rs.  748,  re- 
duced on  appeal.  A  J  at 
village ;  light  soils. 

Jama  announced  Rb.  1,403,  re- 
duced on  appeal.  An  enor- 
mous increase  of  cultivation, 
formerly  partly  in  jigir. 


deduct  from  the  Statement  here  J4gir  Rs.  8.698, 
demand  for  this  year,  Us.  5  having  been  after  the 


on  wells  Rs.  2,297,  Gardens  not  here  allowed 
of  the  J  amabandi  deducted  for  gardens. 
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THE  General  Code  of  Tribal  Custom  for  the  Gurgaon  Dis- 
trict has  been  prepared  in  the  following  manner.  The 
village  headmen  of  each  of  the  principal  land-owning  tribes 
in  the  district  were  called  together  by  tribes ;  and  a  series  of 
questions  drawn  up  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Tupper,  C.S.,  and  approved  by 
the  Punjab  Government,  were  put  to  them  as  plainly  as  possi- 
ble, and  their  answers  carefully  recorded,  with  instances  and 
exceptions  attested  by  them.  1  myself  superintended  the 
attestation  of  the  customs  of  all  but  a  few  of  the  less  im- 
portant tribes ;  and  afterwards,  from  the  record  made  by  the 
Extra  Assistant  Settlement  Officer  and  myself,  drew  up  a 
Code  for  each  tribe  separately  (except  that  the  Codes  for 
some  of  the  less  important  tribes  were  combined  from  the 
first).  These  separate  Codes  with  some  hundreds  of  instan- 
ces will  be  found  in  another  Volume.*  I  have  now  in  this 
General  Code  combined  all  these  Tribal  Codes  into  one, 
noting,  under  the  answer  to  each  question,  in  what  respects 
the  customs  of  the  different  tribes  are  the  same  and  in  what 
they  differ,  and  adding  remarks,  suggested  during  the  course 
of  attestation,  explanatory  of  the  custom  referred  to. 

As  the  village  headmen,  who  represented  their  respective 
tribes,  are  the  men  who  represent  their  villages  in  all  impor- 
tant transactions,  and  are,  as  members  of  the  most  influential 
families  in  their  respective  villages,  likely  to  be  the  most 
intelligent  men  of  their  tribe;  as,  of  the  3,568  headmen 
of  the  21  tribes  in  the  district  which  own  more  than  one  or 
two  villages,  2,754  were  present  at  the  attestation  of  their 
Tribal  Code ;  as  a  European  officer,  assisted  by  an  experienced 

♦  Not  J  Minted. 
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Native,  superintended  the  attestation  of  the  more  important 
Codes,  and  afterwards  drew  them  up  carefully,  with  his  own 
hand  after  much  deliberation ;  and  as  the  following  General 
Code  of  Tribal  Custom  has  been  drawn  up  by  a  careful  com- 
parison of  the  different  Tribal  Codes,  it  may  be  accepted  as 
of  some  authority  on  the  customs  of  the  district. 

The  extraordinary  similarity  of  the  customs  of  the  differ- 
ent tribes  is  worthy  of  note,  extending,  as  it  does,  not  only  to 
all  Hindu  tribes,  from  the  Brahman  and  Rajput  to  the  Gujar 
and  Mallah,  and  not  only  to  tribes  formerly  Hindu  and  now 
M  u salman,  such  as  the  Meo  and  the  KMnzada,  but  to  the 
tribes  which  claim  a  foreign  Musalman  origin,  as  the  Sayad 
and  the  Mughal.  Indeed,  there  are  hardly  any  traces  of  the 
Muhammadan  law  in  any  tribe,  except  in  the  customs 
regarding  marriage  among  Musalmans,  with  whom  the  only 
valid  form  of  marriage  is  the  Muhammadan  nikdh,  nor,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  the  nice  distinctions  of  the  so-called 
Hindu  law  to  be  found  in  the  customs  of  the  Hindu  tribes : 
for  instance,  there  is  little  trace  of  the  importance  attached 
by  Hindu  law,  in  questions  of  inheritance  and  adoption,  to 
the  duty  of  presenting  oblations  to  deceased  ancestors,  and 
the  degrees  of  relationship  thereby  defined. 

The  Hindu  tribes  are,  in  order  of  importance  as  regards 
numbers,  the  Jat,  Ahir,  Rajput,  Brahman,  Gujar,  Gaurwa, 
Banya,  Taga,  Dhusar,  Mallah,  Agri,  and  Kayath.  The  tribes 
formerly  Hindu,  but  converted  to  Islam,  are  the  Meo,  Khan- 
zada,  some  Rajputs,  some  Gaurwas,  and  some  Jats.  The 
tribes  which  claim  a  purely  Musalman  origin  are  the  Shekh, 
Beloch,  Sayad,  Pathan,  Fakir,  and  Mughal. 

The  prevalent  customs  are  very  simple.  The  usual  sub- 
division of  the  tribe  is  into  g6ts,  the  got  being  founded  on  the 
tradition  of  common  descent,  and  embracing  all  descendants 
through  males  of  the  common  male  ancestor — in  a  word,  all 
agnates.  According  to  strict  old  custom,  no  one  save  an 
agnate  could  be  adopted,  so  that  no  stranger  could  be  admit- 
ted into  the  g6t ;  but  now,  with  the  consent  of  the  agnates,  a 
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person  related  through  a  female,  and  therefore  belonging 
naturally  to  another  gdt,  may  be  adopted  into  the  family  and 
gdt  of  his  adoptive  father.  Betrothal  is  a  contract  generally 
entered  into  between  the  parents  of  the  boy  and  girl  to  trans- 
fer the  ownership  of  the  girl  to  the  boy's  family  on  her 
reaching  puberty;  and  even  the  death  of  the  boy  does  not 
make  the  contract  void.  By  the  ceremony  of  marriage,  in 
which  among  Hindus  an  old  form  of  sale  is  gone  through, 
the  ownership  of  the  girl  is  actually  transferred  to  the  boy's 
family,  who  have  thereafter  full  power  over  the  girl,  while 
her  rights  and  duties  towards  her  own  family  are  thereby 
cancelled.  On  the  death  of  the  husband,  the  widow  must 
cither  remain  a  widow  or  marry  her  husband's  brother,  unless 
the  agnates  sell  her  to  a  stranger  of  the  same  tribe.  A  wo- 
man is  always,  to  some  extent,  under  the  control  of  her  own 
agnates  until  marriage,  and  then  of  her  husband's  agnates. 
A  boy  is,  until  puberty,  under  the  guardianship  of  his 
father,  or,  failing  him,  of  the  near  male  agnates.  Accord- 
ing to  strict  old  custom,  none  but  the  male  agnates  can 
inherit — the  property  cannot  leave  the  gdt ;  but  most  note- 
worthy is  the  universal  custom  that,  in  default  of  male 
agnatic  descendants,  the  widow,  in  all  cases,  takes  a  life- 
interest  in  her  husband's  share,  and  can,  even  if  the  family 
be  living  jointly,  claim  partition ;  but  she  cannot  alienate  the 
property,  which  on  her  death  reverts  to  the  husband's  agnates. 

The  right  of  representation  is  of  universal  application. 
Where  an  agnate  would  have  taken  a  share  if  alive,  his  male 
agnatic  descendants,  or,  failing  them,  his  widow,  invariably 
take  his  sliarc  if  he  is  dead.  Brothers  take  equal  shares, 
except  in  the  few  cases  in  which  the  peculiar  custom  of 
taking  the  inheritance  by  mothers  prevails.  The  order  of 
inheritance  is  simple  and  consistent.  First,  all  the  male 
agnatic  descendants  of  the  deceased  inherit.  Failing  them, 
his, widow  takes  a  life-interest  in  the  whole  property  of  the 
deceased.  Then  his  father,  then  the  male  agnatic  descend- 
ants of  the  father,  then  the  mother,  then  the  paternal  grand- 
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father,  then  the  male  agnatic  descendants  of  the  paternal 
grandfather,  and  so  on  in  the  same  way,  never  going  through 
a  female— that  is,  never  leaving  the  gdt.  A  man  having  no 
male  agnatic  descendant  may  adopt  a  son  from  among  his 
male  agnates  of  a  lower  generation.  The  adopted  loses  all 
claim  to  his  natural  father's  property,  and  inherits  as  a  son 
of  the  person  adopting  him.  The  form  of  adoption  consists 
merely  in  handing  the  son  over  ;  and  there  is  no  restriction 
as  to  age.  Women  have  no  property  at  their  own  disposal. 
Illegitimate  children  are  not  recognized.  Wills  are  un- 
known. 

Gifts  of  immoveable  property  cannot  be  made  without 
consent  of  the  male  agnates.  The  father  has  full  power  over 
the  moveable  property,  and  can  do  with  it  as  he  likes.  He 
may  also,  during  his  lifetime,  do  as  he  likes  with  the  im- 
moveable property,  provided  he  does  not  alienate  it,  except 
in  case  of  absolute  necessity;  but  on  his  death  the  male 
agnates  are  entitled  to  their  shares  by  inheritance,  and  he 
cannot  defeat  their  rights.  With  the  consent  of  the  male 
agnates,  however,  he  can  give  immoveable  property  to  a 
relation  through  a  female,  such  as  a  daughter's  son  or  hus- 
band ;  or  can  adopt  a  daughter's  son.  Without  the  consent 
of  the  male  agnates  the  immoveable  property  cannot  leave 
the  g6tt  i.e.,  the  agnates.  The  widow  of  a  man  who  has  died 
without  male  agnatic  descendants  can  adopt  for  him  one  of 
his  male  agnates,  who  succeeds  as  his  son :  she  cannot  without 
the  consent  of  the  male  agnates  alienate'  the  property  from 
them. 

It  is  remarkable  how  few  modifications  of  these  simple 
and  consistent  old  customs  are  found.  The  refinements  and 
subtleties  of  the  Muhammadan  and  so-called  Hindu  law 
should  be  introduced  as  little  as  possible. 

J.  WILSON, 
Amttant  Settlement  Officer. 

The  17th  July  1879. 
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THE  CODE  OF  TRIBAL  CUSTOM, 

GURGAON  DISTRICT. 


BY 

J.  WILSON, 

A*,»ta*t  Settlement  Officer. 


PART  I.-SECTION  I. 
Family  Relations. 

Question  1. — Are  any  persons  considered  to  be  relations  besides  those 
Nature  of  relationship  arc  descended  from  a  common  ancestor  ? 

Are  all  or  any  of  the  kindred  of  the  wife  considered  to  be  the 
relations  of — 

(1)  the  husband; 

(2)  the  husband's  relatives  or  children  ? 

If  so,  state  the  persons  who  ar6  relatives,  with  the  names  of  tho 
relationships. 

Answer  1. — Besides  persons  descended  from  a  common 
ancestor,  the  following  persons  are  considered  to  be  relations 
(rishtaddr) ;  but,  except  those  descended  from  a  common 
ancestor,  none  of  them  can  be  called  heirs  (todris) 

(a)  Kindred  of  the  wife  considered  to  be  relations  of  the 
husband  are  wife's  father —susrd,  wife's  mother =8 as  or  sdsie, 
wife's  brother  =  said  or  sdro,  wife's  brother's  wife  =  salaij  or 
salahj  or  sdriyd  or  sdlhd  or  sdliyd  or  sdlhe,  wife's  sister  = 
sail  or  sari,  wife's  sister's  husband  —sddlm  or  sddu. 

All  these  relations  taken  together,  that  is,  tho  wife's 
father's  family,  arc  called  susrdl  or  sicsrdr  or  sdsrd— -a  word 
which  denotes  rather  the  house  or  village  where  they  live 
than  the  persons  themselves. 

A 
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(b)  Kindred  of  the  wife  considered  to  be  the  relations 
of  the  husband's  relatives  are  the  father  and  mother  of  the 
wife  called  samdhi  and  samdhan  respectively  of  the  father 
and  mother  of  the  husband,  and  vice  versa.  The  collective 
relationship,  or  rather  the  house  or  village,  is  called  samdhi- 
ydnd  or  samdhdnd. 

(c)  Kindred  of  the  wife  considered  to  be  relations  of  the 
husband's  children,  that  is,  relations  through  the  mother,  are 
mother's  father  =  nana,  mother's  mother  =  ndni,  mother's 
brother  =  mdmun  or  mdmd,  mother's  brother's  wife  =  mdmt 
or  mdtn,  mother's  brother's  son  =  mdmun  kd  beta  bhdCt 
mother's  sister  =  mausi  or  mdiisl,  mother's  sister's  husband 
=  mama.  All  these  relations  taken  together  (or  rather 
their  house  or  village)  are  called  nansdl  or  nanihdl  or  namdr 
=  wife's  father's  family. 

(All  tribes  without  exception.) 

Notes. — The  word  rishtaddr  is  used  in  this  district  for 
M  relation "  in  the  fullest  sense,  and  would  include  any  re- 
lation by  blood  or  marriage,  however  remote.  When  the  word 
wdris  is  used  for  "  relation,"  the  people  think  of  the  rules 
of  inheritance ;  but  sometimes  lodris  =  owner  (mdlik)  or 
master  or  guardian.  The  word  ekjaddi  =  person  descended 
from  a  common  ancestor,  rarely  includes  any  but  males 
descended  through  males,  who  alone  are  in  most  tribes  enti- 
tled to  inherit.  Thus  ekjaddi  is  equivalent  to  "agnate," 
except  that  it  does  not  include  females.  Sometimes  amdo  is 
used  as  equivalent  to  Hshtaddr,  "  relation,"  and  sometimes 
dshndo  is  applied  particularly  to  a  son-in-law  (janwdi).  It 
is  evidently  a  corruption  of  dshnd. 

Dadsdl  =  the  house  or  family  or  village  into  which  one's 
grandfather  {dddd)  married  ;  nansdl  =  the  house  or  family 
or  village  into  which  one's  father  married;  snsrdl  =  the 
house  or  family  or  village  into  which  oneself  married ;  sam- 
dhydnd  =  the  house  or  family  or  village  into  which  one's  son 
married. 

A  woman  calls  her  own  father's  house  pihar. 

Other  relationships  are — Father's  father  =  dddd  or  bdbd ; 
father's  elder  brother  =  tdyd  or  tdo,  and  his  wife  tat  ; 
father's  vounger  brother  =  chachd  or  chdchd  or  kdkd.  and  his 

v  CD  * 

wife  chdchi  or  chachi  or  kdki ;  father's  sister  =  bud  or  phd- 
ph{,  and  her  husband  phuphd ;  step-mother  =  dusri  md  or 
maml  or  maindar  md  :  this  word  mausl  is  used  for  (1)  mo- 
ther's sister,  (2)  stepmother,  and  (3)  brother's  or  sister's  mo- 
ther-in-law ;  brother  =  bhdi  or  bhaiyd,  sister  =  bahin  or  bd- 
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hin  ;  elder  brother's  wife  =  bhdbht  or  bhdtoij,  younger  bro- 
ther's wife  =  bahoriyd  :  this  word  bahoriyd  is  also  used  for 
a  son's  wife,  who  is  generally  called  bahu,  a  word  also  applied 
to  one's  wife. 

The  word  bahu  is  used  generally  for  the  wife  of  a  relation 
younger  than  oneself  or  of  a  younger  generation. 

Notes.—  Wife's  brother's  son  =  sdrut  (son  of  sdrd),  but 
generally  called  simply  bhaUjd  =  brother's  son ;  husband's 
other  wife  =  sank  or  saut ;  husband's  sister  =  nand  or  nan  ad, 
and  her  husband  nandol  or  nandeu,  and  her  son  nandut ; 
daughter  =  dhi  or  bHl,  and  her  son  dheotd  or  dohtd  or  nau- 
dsd,  and  her  husband  janwdl  or  jammdl  or  ddmdd  or 
khwe8h.  . 

The  Musalmans,  of  course,  know  the  Persian  terms  of 
relationship,  but  they  are  seldom  used,  the  Hindu  terms  being 
more  common  even  among  the  Sayads. 

In  the  course  of  attestation  the  comparative  difficulty 
which  the  people  evidently  had  in  following  out  relationships 
through  the  mother,  wife,  and  daughter  showed  how  much 
more  importance  is  attached  to  relationsliip  through  males 
than  to  that  through  females. 

In  describing  a  relationship  beyond  those  for  which  there 
are  special  names,  the  special  name  of  a  similar  nearer  rela- 
tionship is  used,  but  always  a  name  which  shows  that  neither 
the  generation,  nor  the  fact  that  the  relationship  is  through 
a  female  (if  it  be  tlu*ough  any  female  except  the  wife),  is  lost 
sight  of.  Thus  a  grandfather's  brother  is  dddd  or  ndnd  as 
the  case  may  be ;  a  father's  cousin  chdchd  or  mdmun. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  there  is  no  word  meaning 
"  cousin."  It  has  to  be  expressed  by  a  periphrasis,  such  as 
chdchd  kd  bdtd  bhdi. 

A  father  is  adressed  as  Idldjt.  A  man  addresses  all  wo- 
men, except  his  wife,  with  ari,  the  feminine  form  of  the 
interjection ;  his  wife  he  addresses  with  are,  the  masculine 
form.  It  is  very  improper  for  a  man  to  address  any  other 
woman  with  are,  as  signifying  improper  relations. 

A  woman  addresses  her  husband  and  all  male  relatives 
equal  to,  or  older  than  he,  withy/  or  aji ;  she  need  not  be  so 


must  never  mention  his  wife's  name,  nor  she  his.  This  is 
strictly  adhered  to  even  by  the  Musdlman  Sayads.  No 
reason  can  be  given  for  this  superstition,  save  immemorial 
custom.  A  man  speaks  of  his  wife  as  the  dame  (Mrbdnl),  the 
housewife  (gharwdlf),  the  lass  (lugdi),  the  wife  (bahu,  often 


brother  or  nephew.    A  man 
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pronounced  bow  =bend),  or  describes  her  as  "  rdmdfoki" 
from  her  father,  or  "  dhaimngh  ki  md"  from  her  son,  or 
"  bddshdpur  wdli "  from  the  place  of  her  birth.  The  word 
bibl  is  used  rather  in  speaking  of  a  sister  than  of  a  wife. 
Aurat  bdni  is  applied  to  women  in  general.  A  man  speak- 
ing of  another  man's  wife  talks  of  her  as  so-and-so's  bir  bdni. 
A  wife  talks  of  her  husband  as  gharwdld  or  Jchdwind,  or  so- 
and-so's  father  or  so-and-so's  uncle.  An  elder  brother  looks 
on  his  younger  brother's  wife  as  something  like  a  son's  wife  : 
thus  the  word  bahoriyd  is  applied  to  both,  and  in  some  tribes 
which  allow  the  younger  brother  to  marry  his  elder  brother's 
widow,  an  elder  brother  cannot  marry  his  younger  brother's 
widow. 


A.— Relations  through  the  Father,  whether  of  man  or  woman. 


Grcftt-great-graudfatber. 


Grandfather's  brother 


Grandfather', 
Td9i  or 


TAi- 


•  brotJher't  wm 


Tdyd 


TijA's     Father*!  elder 
brother. 


ClJehd  - 
Father's 
roantrcr 


-Ckdeki 
Chacha'i 

wifo. 


PkdpU- 
Father'a 


-Ph  itpid      Bdp  Ditrl 

Phuphi'«  Father.  md 
huab;oid.  8ter 


Male  co  a  tin 
CUckd  ltd  Uid 


Female  cousin 
Ckdeki  U  b,  (t  i 


Self. 


Step- 
brother 
dutri 
ma  led 
Uu  bhdi. 


*«  ton 


A  woman  calls  ibis  her  pMar. 
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B. — Relations  through  the  Mother,  whether  of  man  or  woman. 

-  Purndni 


Xd»d 


•Mother's  brother'!  wife. 


Mother's  brother. 


Coaitn 
MdmuH  ka  M.i  bkdi 

or 

Udmdn  It  Mi  bakin. 


Mauil- 


Mauxi 


Mother"*  sister.      Mother^  «i,itr'i 


MA 
Mother. 


These  relatione  form  the  ndnsdl  =  mother's  father's  house. 


C— Relations  through  the  Brother  and  Sister,  whether  of  man  or  woman. 

Father. 


Bahorigd 


likaUii 
Brother'*  daughter. 


-  Bahtioi 
Sister's 

husband. 


Bhatijd  Bkdnjd 
Brother',  ion.        Sister's  son. 


Bhdnji 


Fold. 


D.—(l)  Relations  through  the  W\fe,  of  a  man. 


Sntrd  - 


-  Sds 


Wife's  father.       Wife's  mother. 


Rdld  

Wife's 


—  fhlaij 
Wife's  brother'! 
wife. 


Wife's  sister. 


—  SddhA 
Wile's  sister's 
husband. 


Wife's  nephew 


1  lie  s  nepl 


Wife's  nephew 


ifo  s  ncp 


This  is  a  mau's  sttsrdl  =  wife's  father's  house. 
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D.—{2)  Relations  through  (he  Hutband,  of  a 


Sntrd  

Huaband'e 


0-B 

 1  Hn 


Hasband'a 


KhiiwinJ  - 

Husband. 


Jrth- 


.1,0,,.:  I 


Iluaband'a  Husband'e   Jcth'e  wife, 
other  wife,  elder 
brother. 


Drtmr 
Huftbanrt's 
Younger 
brother. 


Dewar's  wife. 


Rand 
HiiNl-and's 
aistcr. 


Nands 


Husband's 


This  is  a  woman's  susrdl  =  husband's  house  or  family. 


through  the  Son,  whether  of  man  or 


Self. 


SamM  — 
Son'*  wife'a 
father. 


Son  _ 
Bitd 


wife. 


Fold 
i.e.,  aon'a 


Pod 

Grand- 
daughter, 

i.e.,  aon'a 
daughter. 


Son 'a  wife's 
mother. 


A  man  calls  his  child's  father-in-law's  house  his  samdkiydnd. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CUROAON  DIST1UCT. 
(■?)  Belations  throvgh  the  Daughter,  whether  of  man  or 


Daughter's 
father-in-law. 


Daughter's 
mother-in-law. 


 Jantr6i 

Daughter's 
liUBbaud. 


Mrotd 


Daughter's 


DanKhter'« 


Dkrot  h.,hn  

Dan  ich  tor's 
dauirhter* 
In-law. 

Question  2. — Explain  your  system  of  reckoning  generations ;  and 

give  a  table  of  kindred  with  the  local  names  of 
generation!         °mBg    tne  relations  up  to  the  third  degree  iu  both  the 

ascending  and  descending  line. 
By  how  many  generations  are  the  following  persons  said  to  be  related 
to  the  person  whose  relatives  are  to  be  reckoned?— 

(1)  Brother; 

(2)  Father; 

(3)  Uncle; 

(4)  Cousin-german,  i.e.,  uncle's  son  ; 

(5)  Brother's  grandson  ; 

(6)  Great-grandson; 

(7)  Grcat-graudfather. 

Answer  2.— A\\  persons  of  the  same  generation  arc 
reckoned  as  equally  distant  with  regard  to  generation.  There 
is  no  custom  of  reckoning  by  degrees. 

(a  Brother  and  uncle's  son  are  in  one's  own  generation. 

(b)  Father  and  uncle  in  the  second  generation  upwards. 

(c)  Brother's  grandson  in  the  third  generation  downwards. 
la)  Great-grandson  in  the  fourth  generation  downwards. 
(e)  Great-grandfather  in  the  fourth  generation  upwards. 
(All  tribes.) 

Notes. — The  only  trace  of  a  system  of  reckoning  by  de- 
grees was,  that  some  of  the  Dhusars  knew  that  there  is  such 
a  system  of  reckoning  as  that  of  Act  X  of  1865,  as  illustrated 
in  section  24.  Thus,  they  say  a  brother  is  in  the  second 
degree  (darja),  his  grandson  in  the  fourth,  &c. ;  but  they 
make  no  practical  use  of  this  system.  The  other  tribes  do 
not  even  know  of  it,  nor  can  they  be  said  to  think  of  one 
man  as  "  related  by  generations "  to  another.  They  never 
lose  sight,  however,  of  the  generation  in  which  one  person 
stands  with  regard  to  another. 

In  calculating  generations  (p{ri=pu$ht)in&  in  calculating 
days,  they  include  the  man's  own  generation:  thus,  the 
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father  and  son  arc  in  the  second  generation;  the  great- 
grandson  in  the  fourth. 

The  following  table  shows  how  the  generations  are 
reckoned : — 


Fourth  feneration 


Own  generation 


Third  generation 


.  Great-grandfather. 


Great-grandfather's  brother. 


I  1 

.   Father.   Uncle.  Grandfather^ 
j  brother'!  ion. 


L 


Grcat-grandfather'a 
brother's 
too. 


.   Self.  Brother.  Cousin.  4c. 

.  L  JL  1~ 

.  oLdaon.  Grand-nephew,  ic. 

I  I 


And  similarly  with  regard  to  relations  tlirough  the  mother, 
sister,  and  other  female  relations. 

Question  5.— Into  what  classes  are  relations  distributed  ?  Specify 

...  each  class,  and  the  relations  included  in  it.  Give 

Claw  of  relation*  ^  digtinction^  if  an^_ 

(i)  between  Sapindas,  Sakulyas,  Samanodakas,  Bandhus,  and  Got- 

rajas ; 

(ii)  between  personal,  paternal,  and  maternal  kindred ; 

(iii)  between  legal  sharers  and  residuaries,  near  and  distant  kindred 

(farmland  ba{dt)j  lineal  and  collateral  relations. 

What  relations  are  included  in  the  terms  shurkaidn  jadi  and  hissadd- 

rdn  haribl? 

i 

Answer  3. — There  is  no  custom  of  distinguishing  be- 
tween— 

(1)  Sapindas,  Sakulyas,   Samanodakas,  Bandhus,  and 

Gotrajas, 

(2)  or  personal,  paternal,  and  maternal  kindred, 

(3)  or  legal  sharers  and  residuaries,  near  and  distant 

kindred,  lineal  and  collateral  relations,  shurkaidn 
jadi  and  hissaddrdn  karibl. 

(All  tribes.) 

*  Notes. — The  classes  of  relatives  under  the  Hindu  law  are 
not  known  even  to  the  Brahmans ;  and  most  of  the  Hindu 
tribes,  although  they  offer  the  pind  to  their  ancestors,  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


Gl'llGAON  DISTRICT. 


say  there  are  seven  persons  to  whom  it  is  offered,  cannot  say 
with  certainty  which  are  the  seven. 

Most  even  of  the  Musalmdns  know  nothing  of  the  dis- 
tinctions made  hetween  classes  of  relatives  by  the  Muham- 
madan  law.  Some  of  the  Shekhs,  Sayads,  and  Pathans 
have  a  vague  idea  of  the  meaning  of  these  terms,  but  none 
of  them  are  acted  on  in  practice.  In  tribes  which  are 
divided  into  gots,  the  limits  of  the  gats  are  well  known,  and 
always  kept  in  mind ;  but  this  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  a 
classification  of  relatives.  Perhaps  relatives  may  be  said  to 
be  divided  into  the  great  classes — first,  males  related  through 
males  only ;  and  second,  females  and  persons  related  through 
a  female.  According  to  the  strict  old  custom,  only  the 
first  class  could  inherit.  They  differ  from  the  agnates  of 
the  Roman  law  only  in  this,  that  females  related,  through 
males  only  were  included  among  the  agnates ;  but  here, 
according  to  old  custom,  females  can  never  inherit,  and  should 
be  included  in  the  second  class.  A  man  belongs  to  his 
father's  g6t ;  and  as  a  woman  cannot  marry  in  her  own  got, 
her  children  must  be  of  a  different  g6t  from  her  own — that 
is,  her  father's.  Thus,  all  males  related  through  males  only 
are  of  the  same  g6t ;  and  when  a  female  comes  in  the  chain 
the  gdt  is  changed.  The  strict  old  rule  of  inheritance  is, 
therefore,  generally  thus  expressed:  The  property  cannot 
leave  the  gdt'' 

Question  4. — Is  your  tribe  divided  into  sections  ?  If  so,  by  wbat 
Tribal  ortranixation.       names  are  the  sections  known  ?  Does  each  section 

depute  one  or  more  representatives  to  the  jirga? 
If  so,  what  are  such  representatives  called  ? 

Has  any  particular  person  or  family  the  right  to  be  so  deputed  ? 

Ansicer  4. — There  is  no  regularly-constituted  jirga,  or 
assembly  to  which  sections  of  tribes  depute  representatives. 
When  any  caste  question  requires  to  be  disposed  of  the 
chief  man  of  the  tribe  in  the  neighbourhood  summons  a 
panchdyat  of  the  tribe,  which  is  attended  by  tribesmen  from 
the  neighbouring  villages,  but  no  particular  person  or  family 
has  a  special  right  to  be  present.  There  are  no  definite 
rules  as  to  the  persons  who  are  to  attend  the  panchdyat, 
or  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  business  before  it  is  to  be 
discussed  and  disposed  of.  Everything  is  vague  and  inde- 
finite, but  the  panchdyat,  guided  generally  by  the  opinions 
of  the  older  and  more  respectable  tribesmen  present,  usually 
comes  to  a  decision,  which  is  acquiesced  in  by  all.  The  most 
common  questions  which  come  before  a  panchdyat  are 
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those  relating  to  betrothal  or  marriage,  the  most  important, 
perhaps,  being  the  not  uncommon  case  of  a  man's  marrying 
a  woman  of  another  tribe,  when  a  panchdyat  is  assembled 
to  compel  him  to  part  with  her,  or  to  pronounce  him  out- 
caste.  If  a  man  be  thus  excommunicated,  no  one  of  his 
own  tribe,  except  such  as  have  been  similarly  outcaste,  will 
eat,  drink,  or  smoke  with  him,  or  give  him  his  daughter  in 
marriage;  and  had  the  tribesmen  their  will  they  would 
deprive  him  of  all  his  civil  rights. 

The  most  important  sub-division  of  the  tribe  (jdt>  zdtt 
gaum)  is  the  gdt,  a  distribution  based  upon  the  tradition  of 
common  descent. 

Each  gdt  is  supposed  to  be  descended  from  one  parti- 
cular ancestor,  from  whom,  generally,  it  derives  its  name : 
all  persons  descended  through  males  only  from  that  an- 
cestor are  of  the  same  got,  which,  therefore,  consists  of 
agnates  only.  Almost  universally  among  Hindus,  and 
among  Hindus  who  have  become  Musalmans,  a  man 
is  prohibited  from  marrying  in  his  own  got ;  so  that  hero 
too,  as  in  the  Roman  family  system,  a  woman  ends  her 
branch  of  the  family;  for  her  sons  will  be  of  the  got 
of  their  father,  and  therefore  of  a  different  gdt  from  hers. 
The  gdt  resembles  in  many  of  its  features  the  Roman 
gens;  and,  although  the  name  of  the  gdt  does  not  form 
part  of  the  ordinary  name  of  the  individual,  they  always 
remember  and  note  to  what  gdt  he  belongs.  According  to 
the  strict  old  custom,  a  man  could  not  adopt  as  a  son  any 
one  of  a  gdt  different  from  his  own,  so  that  there  was  no 
way  in  which  an  outsider  could  be  introduced  into  the  gdt ; 
but  now  generally  a  man  is  allowed  to  adopt  a  person  related 
to  him  through  a  female,  such  as  his  daughter  or  sister's 
son.  In  such  a  case  the  gdt  of  the  person  adopted  does 
not  seem  to  be  changed,  but  his  children  are  considered  to 
be  of  the  same  gdt  with  the  adopter  of  their  father — that  is, 
of  the  got  of  their  adoptive  grandfather.  This  distinction  into 
gdts  is  very  important  in  mat  ters  of  marriage  and  inheritance. 

"  A  man  must  not  marry  a  woman  of  his  own  got"  and 
"  the  property  must  not  leave  the  gdt"  are  two  maxims  of 
very  general  application. 

All  Hindu  tribes  which  have  become  Musalmdn  keep  up 
the  distinction  into  gdts ;  and  even  those  tribes  which  claim 
a  pure  Musalnidn  descent,  many  of  them,  call  their  sub- 
divisions by  the  name  of  gdt.  Thus,  the  Path&ns,  although 
they  say  that  properly  their  sub-divisions  are  called  zai,  yet 
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generally  know  them  as  gdts;  so,  with  the  Shekhs  and 
Musrhals.  The  Bcloch  call  their  sub-divisions  tttman*  There 
are  other  sub-divisions  of  the  tribe.  The  Brahmans,  whilo 
they  seem  to  have  no  name  to  embrace  the  whole  tribe,  call 
their  sub-tribes  jdt  (  =  zdt).  These  jdtst  while  they  are 
admitted  on  all  sides  to  be  Brahmans,  are  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  separate  castes,  and  will  not  intermarry.  They  are 
sub-divided  into  gate,  and  these  again  into  al, — a  local  distri- 
bution based  on  the  tradition  of  common  local  origin ;  the 
place  from  which  the  al  is  supposed  to  have  sprung  gener- 
ally giving  its  name  to  the  al.  In  some  cases  the  al  has 
usurped  the  importance  of  the  g6t ;  and  the  restrictions  as  to 
marriage,  generally  attaching  to  the  got,  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  al.  The  Kayath  tribe  is  similarly  sub-divided. 
The  Banya  or  trading  class  consists  of  several  distinct  tribes, 
one  of  which,  the  Agarwala,  consists  of  two  sub-tribes — the 
Bisas,  or  pure  Agarwald,  and  the  Dasas,  or  half-breeds.  These 
form  for  all  practical  purposes  distinct  castes,  as  do  the  Dha- 
rrikras,  an  offshoot  from  the  Brahmans,  and  the  Dasd  Tagas, 
a  branch  of  the  Tagas,  who  have,  like  the  Dhardkras,  adopt- 
ed the  custom  of  remarriage  of  widows.  The  Meos  call  their 
twelve  largest  gdts  pal,  and  a  thirteenth  is  called  paldkhra. 
The  Rajputs  have  a  sub-division  resembling  the  al  of  the 
Brahmans,  intermediate  between  the  got  and  the  family  (ghar 
or  khdnddn)  called  the  thdmbd.  This,  too,  is  based  on  com- 
mon descent,  and  simply  means  a  branch  of  a  got  consisting 
of  a  number  of  nearly-related  families.  The  Fakirs  are 
divided  into  firkas  or  giroh  named  after  their  spiritual  leaders. 

Possibly  the  al  among  the  Brahmans  and  the  thdmhd 
among  the  Eajputs  are  incipient  gdts,  and  the  now  general 
sub-division  of  tribes  into  gdts  may  have  arisen  in  somewhat 
the  same  way.  As  above  noted,  the  al  bears  a  distinct  name ; 
and  in  some  cases  has  become  so  much  like  a  distinct  gdt 
that  men  forget  their  gdt  and  go  by  their  al  only.  Among  the 
Dhusars,  the  got  is  sub-divided  into  kuldevis,  or  collections 
of  families  worshipping  the  same  family  god.  These,  too, 
may  possibly  develop  into  distinct  gdts.  In  calculating  the 
prohibited  degrees  of  marriages,  the  kuldevi  takes  the  place 
of  the  gdt. 

Among  the  Meos,  the  pdls  are,  some  of  them,  divided  into 
thoks,  which  used  to  have  among  themselves  distinctions  as 
to  giving  and  taking  in  marriage. 

•  It  ia  interesting  to  note  that  tttman  U  the  word  for  the  whole  trihe  in  Dora  Ghan 
Khan,  where  the  Bcloch  Chief  is  a  Tumandar.— C.  L.  T. 
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PART  I.-SECTION  II. 
Betrothal. 

Question  2.— In  the  case  of  persons  between  whom  marriage  is  lawful, 
Parties  and  consent       WU0  Can  make  the  COntraCt  °f  betrothal  ? 

State  whose  consent  is  necessary  to  the  validity  of  a  betrothal— 

(1)  where  both  parents  of  the  person  to  be  betrothed  are  living1 ; 

(2)  where  the  father  is  dead,  but  the  mother  and  brothers,  whether 

of  full  age  or  minors,  are  living ; 

(3)  where  the  mother  is  living  and  there  are  no  brothers ; 

(4)  where  both  parents  are  dead. 

Armoer  1. — The  consent  of  the  relatives  to  a  contract  of 
betrothal  of  a  minor,  whether  boy  or  girl,  or  of  an  adult 
female,  is  required  in  the  following  order  : — 

(1)  The  father's  father ;  (2)  the  father ;  (3)  the  mother ; 
(4)  the  elder  brother,  if  of  full  age ;  (5)  the  father's  brothers ; 
(G)  the  father's  brother's  sons,  &c. ;  and,  failing  paternal  rela- 
tions, the  mother's  father  or  brother  can  conduct  the  con- 
tract.   (Sayads,  Shekhs,  and  Pathdns.) 

The  same,  except  that  the  brother  of  full  age  can  over- 
rule the  mother ;  and  if  there  be  no  brother  of  full  age, 
the  mother  must  consult  the  father's  brothers.  (Mughal, 
Beloch,  Khanzada,  Rdjput,  Gaurwa,  Jdt,  GiSjaz,  Meo,  Banya, 
Dhusar,  Kayath,  Taga,  Agrl,  Jat  Musalmdn,  Malldh,  Fakir, 
Ahlr,  and  Brdhman.) 

Notes. — The  right  to  consent  to  betrothal  goes  much  in  tho 
same  order  as  do  guardianship  and  inheritance.  But  really 
there  is  no  clear  well-defined  custom  regulating  the  matter 
and  making  it  certain  that  one  relative  has  the  power  to 
overrule  the  others :  usually  the  whole  family  assembles  to 
discuss  a  matter  of  this  nature,  and  comes  to  an  agreement 
about  it,  the  wish  of  the  elder  members  generally  carrying 
the  day.  There  are  very  few  instances  of  a  dispute  about 
the  person  with  whom  a  betrothal  is  to  be  made  ;  and  there 
is  nothing  in  the  mode  in  which  such  disputes  have  been 
settled  to  show  that  it  was  right,  not  might,  which  carried 
the  day.  It  is  unusual  for  a  woman  to  conduct  the  ceremo- 
nies of  betrothal,  that  is,  to  send  the  barber  to  engage  a  boy 
for  her  daughter ;  but  instances  are  found  in  which  a  widow, 
managing  for  her  minor  children,  did  so  make  the  contract 
of  betrothal,  with  or  without  consulting  her  husband's  male 
relatives  related  through  males. 

Question  2. — At  what  age  can  betrothal  take  place  ? 

Answer  2. — There  is  no  restriction  with  respect  to  age. 
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A  betrothal  can  take  place  at  any  age  after  birth.  (All 
tribes.) 

Notes. — Instances  are  given  of  children  being  betrothed 
at  all  ages,  from  the  day  of  their  birth  to  the  age  of  40  or 
more.  The  commonest  age  is  from  5  to  7  ;  and  few  children 
are  not  betrothed  before  the  age  of  13.  Some  object  to  a 
child's  being  betrothed  earlier,  because  it  is  not  weaned  till 
the  age  of  three,  and  then  is  still  subject  to  the  diseases  of 
childhood.  Usually  the  boy  is  a  little  older  than  the  girl ; 
but  this  is  not  necessary.  Sometimes  the  girl's  age  is  con- 
cealed, as  it  is  considered  a  disgrace  to  allow  a  girl  to  grow 
up  unmarried.  The  age  at  which  betrothal  takes  place 
depends  much  on  the  means  of  the  family. 

Question  3. — Can  a  person  consent  to  his  or  her  own  betrothal ;  or  is 
it  in  every  case  necessary  that  parents  or  guardians  should  consent  on 
behalf  of  the  child,  or  ward,  whether  male  or  female  ? 

Can  a  widow  consent  to  her  own  betrothal,  whether  or  no  there  be 
living  male  near  kindred  of  her  deceased  husband  ? 

Answer  3. — A  minor,  whether  boy  or  girl,  cannot  make  a 
contract  of  betrothal :  the  consent  of  the  relatives  is  necessary. 

A  man  of  full  age  can  make  his  own  contract  of 
betrothal.  A  girl,  though  of  full  age,  cannot  make  her  own 
contract  of  betrothal :  the  consent  of  the  relatives  is  neces- 
sary. A  widow  goes  through  no  form  of  betrothal  before 
remarriage.    (All  tribes.) 

Note. — Usually  the  contract  of  betrothal,  even  of  a  man  of 
full  age,  is  made  by  his  father  or  uncle,  if  he  be  alive.  But 
if  the  man  himself  made  it,  even  against  his  father's  wish, 
it  would  not  be  invalid. 

Formalitiw  Question  4—  Describe  the  formalities  which  are 

observed  upon  a  contract  of  betrothal. 
Is  there  any  distinction  between  formalities  after  which  the  betrothal 
is  reversible  and  formalities  which  are  absolutely  binding  ? 

Describe  in  full  detail  the  formalities  which  are  essential  to  the  con- 
tract. 

Is  it  necessary  to  employ  lagis  or  others ;  or  can  all  ceremonies  be 
performed  by  the  relations  of  the  parties  concerned  ? 

Answer  4. — The  usual  formalities  of  a  contract  of  be- 
trothal are  as  follows. 

The  father  of  the  girl  sends  his  family  barber  (ndi)  and 
priest  (Purohit  Brdhmari),  or,  if  he  be  a  Musalman,  his 
musician  (dom — mirdsi  )  or  one  of  these,  to  search  among  the 
families  of  his  acquaintance  for  a  boy  who  will  be  a  suitable 
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match.  They  visit  several  families,  and  on  their  return 
report  where  they  have  found  a  suitable  boy,  and  if  horo- 
scopes (teiod—janampatri)  are  kept,  bring  his  horoscope  for 
comparison  with  the  girl's.  If  there  appears  to  he  no  objection 
to  the  match,  and  the  girl's  father  approves  of  it,  he  sends 
his  barber  and  priest,  or  musician,  again  to  the  boy's  house 
with  the  signs  of  betrothal,  called  among  Hindus  tikd  or 
sikkd,  and  among  Musalmans  nishdnL  If  the  boy's  father 
approves  of  the  match  (no  public  enquiry  is  made  about 
the  girl,  but  the  women  find  out  among  themselves),  he  calls 
together  his  kindred ;  and  before  them  the  messengers  from 
the  girl's  house  (called  negi,  as  being  entitled  to  the  neg  or 
lik — betrothal  fees)  put  the  signs  of  betrothal  into  the  boy's 
lap,  and  usually  some  sweetmeats  (batdshe)  into  his  mouth, 
at  the  same  time  announcing  the  name  of  the  girl  with 
whom  the  betrothal  is  made.  The  signs  of  betrothal  vary ; 
but  there  is  almost  always  a  rupee,  often  a  cocoanut,  some- 
times clothes,  or  a  ring.  If  the  boy  be  a  Hindu,  the  girl's 
barber  or  priest  makes  the  forehead  mark  (tikd)  on  the  boy's 
forehead  with  his  thumb ;  and  during  the  ceremony  the  boy 
is  seated  on  a  wooden  plank  (chauki—patri)  raised  a  little 
off  the  ground,  on  which,  after  sweeping  it  and  smearing  it 
with  cowdung  {gobar),  a  square  lias  been  traced  out  (chauk 
purdnd)  with  flour. 

The  binding  ceremony  is  the  placing  of  the  signs  of 
betrothal  in  the  boy's  lap  before  his  assembled  kindred.  ( Ahlr, 
Mallah,  Brahman,  Gujar,  Jat,  Gaurwa,  Rajput,  Kayath, 
Banya,  Dhusar,  Taga,  Fakir,  Khanzaxla,  Meo.) 

Of  these  tribes,  among  the  Ahirs,  Brahmans,  Gaurwas, 
Rajputs,  Khdnzadas,  it  is  necessary  to  send  a  neg  I  (also  called 
haqddr),  barber,  priest,  or  musician.  Among  most  of  the 
other  tribes  the  father  or  other  relative  can  himself  conduct 
the  betrothal,  the  contract  being  in  such  a  case  usually  made 
by  the  girl's  father's  placing  a  rupee  in  the  boy's  hand. 
Sometimes,  especially  among  the  Meos,  Jats,  and  Gujars,  the 
girl's  father  literally  sells  his  daughter  for  a  price. 

Among  the  Beloch,  the  contract  is  arranged  among  the 
relatives  themselves,  and  is  made  binding  by  a  rupee  being 
given  to  the  boy  on  the  girl's  part,  and  to  the  girl  on  the 
boy's  part. 

Among  the  Sayads  and  Shekhs  the  signs  of  betrothal 
are  taken  by  the  girl's  relatives  and  barber,  and  given  to  the 
boy's  father. 

Among  the  Pathans  and  Mughals  a  verbal  agreement  is 
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sufficient  to  make  the  contract  binding  between  persons 
already  related.  Sometimes  the  initiative  is  taken  by  the 
boy's  father.    A  rupee  is  usually  given  to  the  boy. 

The  giving  of  a  rupee  to  the  boy  to  make  the  contract  of 
betrothal  binding  is  almost  universal. 

The  cocoanut  (nariyal)  is  used  in  betrothal  by  the  Ahir, 
Brahman,  Jat,  Gaurwa,  Rajput,  Kayath,  Taga,  Mallah. 
The  ring  (angiishtri  or  chhalld)  is  used  in  betrothal  by  the 
Khanzada,  Sayad,  Shckh,  Banya,  Dhusar,  Fakir. 

Question  5.— Is  a  man  who  has  contracted  a  betrothal  entitled  to 
Effects  of  priority.        marry  another  woman  before  he  marries  her  to 

whom  he  was  first  betrothed  ?    Or  does  priority  in 
betrothal  entitle  the  female  to  priority  in  marriage  ? 

Answer  5. — A  man  who  has  contracted  a  betrothal  is  not 
entitled  to  marry  another  woman  before  he  marries  her  to 
whom  he  was  first  betrothed.    (All  tribes.) 

Note. — If  he  docs  marry  another  woman  first,  it  would 
seem  to  make  the  contract  of  betrothal  voidable  at  the  option 
of  the  betrothed  girl  and  her  relatives. 

Question  6. — Upon  what  grounds  can  a  contract  of  betrothal  be 

annulled  ? 

Annulment  SUte  whether- 

(1)  impotence, 

(2)  immorality, 

of  either  party  are  considered  sufficient  grounds  for  annulment. 

Answer  6. — The  following  grounds  are  considered  suffi- 
cient for  the  annulment  of  a  contract  of  betrothal : — (1) 
blindness  ;  (2)  leprosy,  paralysis,  or  other  incurable  disease ; 
(3)  impotence ;  (4)  impurity  of  descent ;  (5)  becoming  an 
outcaste ;  (G)  change  of  religion  ;  (7)  gross  immorality ;  (8) 
insanity.  (Khanzada,  Bcloch,  Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Pa- 
than,  Ahir,  Brahman,  Jat,  Taga)  :  among  Rajput,  Meo, 
Gaurwa,  Gujar,  Banya,  Kayath,  Mallah  Fakir,  the  same, 
except  that  immorality  is  not  held  a  sufficient  reason. 

Among  Dhusars  the  same,  except  that  they  say  that  no 
fault  in  the  girl  occurring  after  betrothal  and  no  fault  dis- 
covered before  the  betrothal  is  a  sufficient  ground  for  an- 
nulling the  betrothal. 

Notes. — There  seems  some  doubt  as  to  whether  blindness 
would  be  considered  a  sufficient  ground  for  annulment,  un- 
less the  party  was  blind  before  the  betrothal  and  the  other 
party  was  kept  ignorant  of  the  fact. 

Indeed,  some  tribes  say  that  deceit  of  any  kind,  such  as 
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concealing  the  age  of  the  girl  where  she  is  older  than  the 
boy,  would  be  sufficient  ground  for  annulment.  A  contract 
of  betrothal  is  rarely  broken  off  for  immorality,  as  the  parties 
are  generally  too  young  up  to  marriage  to  develop  any  im- 
moral habits. 

I  understand  that  in  no  case  would  a  court  compel  either 
party  to  complete  the  marriage  against  his  or  her  will.  This 
would  probably  be  held  contrary  to  equity  and  good  con- 
science. I  understand  that  the  present  question  is  put  with 
a  view  to  ascertain  in  what  cases  damages  for  breach  of  the 
contract  of  betrothal  should  be  refused ;  and  no  doubt  the 
court  would  in  such  a  case  not  allow  equitable  reasons  for 
annulment,  such  as  immorality  (which  perhaps  a  panchdyat 
of  the  tribe  might  consider  an  insufficient  reason),  to  be  held 
insufficient. 

Question  7.— If  a  betrothal  be  annulled— 

(1)  at  the  request  of  the  intended  bridegroom  or  his  family, 
{%)  by  mutual  consent, 

are  the  expenses  incurred  repayable  to  the  person  who  discharged 
them  ? 

Answer  7. — When  a  betrothal  is  annulled  at  the  request 
of  the  intended  bridegroom  or  his  family,  or  by  mutual  con- 
sent, neither  party  is  bound  to  repay  the  expenses  incurred  by 
the  other ;  but  any  jewels  which  have  been  exchanged  are 
returned.    (All  tribes.) 

Notes. — I  suppose  that  where  the  parties  annul  the  con- 
tract by  consent,  the  court  would  hold  them  to  the  terms 
agreed  on  by  them  as  the  conditions  of  the  annulment ;  that 
where  one  party,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  breaks  off 
the  contract  for  a  reasonable  objection,  the  court  would  not 
enforce  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  other  party,  but 
would  order  the  return  of  jewels,  &c.,  or  their  equivalent ; 
and  that  where  one  party,  against  the  will  of  the  other  and 
without  reasonable  excuse,  breaks  off  the  contract,  the  court 
would  decree  return  of  the  jewels,  payment  of  the  reason- 
able expenses,  and  damages  for  the  breach. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  note  the  ideas  of  the  people  gener- 
ally on  the  subject  of  betrothal. 

A  girl  is  looked  upon  as  a  valuable  piece  of  property ; 
and  betrothal  is  considered  as  a  contract  to  transfer  the 
ownership  of  the  girl  to  the  boy's  family  when  she  reaches 
a  marriageable  age.  If  the  boy  die,  and  the  girl  be  married 
to  another  boy  of  the  same  family,  the  ceremony  of  betrothal 


Digitized  by 


OUUGAON  DISTRICT. 


17 


is  not  repeated ;  but  if,  for  any  reason,  the  girl  be  married 
into  another  family,  the  ceremony  of  betrothal  is  repeated. 
A  girl  once  married  cannot  again  be  betrothed  according  to 
the  ceremonies  of  a  first  betrothal.  If  the  custom  of  her 
tribe  allow  the  re-marriage  of  widows,  she  is  married  by  the 
form  of  karoo  (which,  indeed,  is  hardly  any  form  at  all)  if 
a  Hindu,  and  by  the  simple  nikdh  if  a  Musalmdn,  without 
any  of  the  elaborate  ceremonies  of  a  shddi,  or  first  marriage. 
A  man,  however,  after  his  first  marriage,  and  even  during  the 
lifetime  of  his  wife,  may  go  through  the  regular  forms  of 
betrothal  (sagdi)  and  marriage  (shddi)  with  another  girl. 
His  former  marriage  does  not  alter  his  status,  as  it  does  that 
of  a  girl. 

The  advantage  of  the  contract  seems  to  be  considered 
as  being  chiefly  on  the  boy's  side,  in  having  secured  a  piece 
of  valuable  property ;  little  is  thought  of  the  girl's  claim  on 
the  boy,  and  only  in  very  exceptional  circumstances  would 
the  boy's  family  refuse  to  find  a  match  for  her.  The*  ten- 
dency is  all  the  other  way.  If  the  girl  die,  the  contract  is 
void,  and  neither  party  has  any  further  claim  on  the  other ; 
though  it  would  be  considered  "  nice  "  if  the  boy  were  to 
marry  the  girl's  sister  or  another  member  of  her  family. 
But  the  contract  is  by  no  means  cancelled  by  the  boy's  death. 
It  is  the  boy's  family,  not  the  boy  himself,  that  have  bargain- 
ed for  the  girl ;  and  their  right  to  get  possession  of  her  when 
she  becomes  marriageable  remains,  though  the  boy  to  whom 
she  was  first  contracted  may  have  died.  She  must  marry 
another  boy  of  the  same  family,  unless  they  agree  to  give 
her  up.  Although  the  Judicial  Commissioner  in  his  circular 
No.  102D.,  dated  30th  October  1858,  laid  down  that  contracts 
of  betrothal  should  be  considered  strictly  personal,  and  voided 
by  the  death  of  either  of  the  betrothed  parties  as  by  the 
act  of  God,  most  of  the  tribes  do  not  agree  with  him ;  and 
usually  a  panchdyat  would  insist  on  the  girl's  father  marrying 
her  to  another  of  the  boy's  family,  or  paying  satisfactory 
damages.  .And,  although  it  maybe  admitted  that  it  would 
be- contrary  to  equity  and  good  policy  to  compel  marriage  of 
the  girl  against  her  will  or  her  father's,  there  seems  no  reason 
why,  if  this  condition,  which  the  people  certainly  consider 
attaches  to  the  contract,  be  broken,  the  girl's  father,  who 
breaks  it,  should  not  be  made  to  pay  damages  to  the  boy's 
family,  which  suffers  by  the  breach.  There  would  be  nothing 
inequitable  or  inexpedient  in  thus  far  following  an  old  and 
firmly-established  custom  of  the  people.    It  is  questionable 
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if  the  Judicial  Commissioner's  dictum  is  sufficient  to  deprive 
the  contracting  party  of  what  is,  hy  custom,  their  undoubted 
right.  Among  a  few  tribes,  however,  such  as  the  Kayaths, 
Banyas,  Dhusars,  and  Tagas,  the  boy's  father  is  considered  to 
have  no  such  right ;  and  if  the  boy  die  the  contract  is  con- 
sidered void,  and  his  family  have  no  further  claim  on  the 
girl.  When  the  marriage  has  taken  place  the  property  in 
the  girl  has  been  actually  transferred  from  the  girl's  family 
to  the  boy's  family ;  and  if  he  dies  the  boy's  brother  or  other 
near  relative  has,  in  tribes  in  which  remarriage  is  allowed, 
the  right  to  marry  her.  Sometimes  she  is  regularly  sold  to 
a  stranger ;  and  if  she,  against  the  will  of  her  former  hus- 
band's family,  marries  a  stranger,  a  panchdyat  of  the  tribe 
will  compel  him  to  give  her  up,  or  pay  the  former  husband's 
family  reasonable  compensation — that  is,  a  reasonable  price 
for  the  woman.  It  would  not  be  contrary  to  equity,  and 
would  certainly  be  consistent  with  the  custom  of  many 
tribes  and  the  ideas  of  the  people  generally,  if  the  courts 
were  to  decree  damages  in  favour  of  the  former  husband's 
family  against  the  stranger  who  entices  a  widow  away  from 
their  care,  but  probably  section  7  of  Act  XV  of  1856 
which  enacts  that,  in  the  case  of  a  widow  who  is  of  full  age, 
or  whose  marriage  has  been  consummated,  her  own  consent 
shall  be  sufficient  consent  to  constitute  her  remarriage  law- 
ful and  valid,  would  be  held  to  bar  such  a  claim  in  the  case 
of  Hindu  widows,  even  of  those  tribes  in  which,  previous 
to  the  passing  of  that  Act,  re-marriage  of  widows  was  allowed 
by  custom.   


PART  I.-SECTION  III. 

Mak&iagb. 

Probibitcldeg^.        .  i-Enumerate   the   relatives  with 

whom  marriage  is  unlawful. 

Answer  1. — The  Khanzada,  Beloch,  Sayad,  Shekh,  Mu- 

Shal,  Pathan,  Fakir,  and  some  Musalman  Gaurwas  follow  the 
[uhammadan  law  as  regards  prohibited  degrees  in  mar- 
riage. 

Among  the  Ahlr,  Brahman,  Taga,  Jat  (Hindu  and  Musal- 
man), Hindu  Gaurwa,  Agn,  and  probably  the  Mallah  tribes, 
as  well  as  among  some  Musalm&n  Gaurwas,  a  man  may  not 
marry  a  woman  belonging  to  any  of  the  following  gdts  ; — 
his  own  g6t  ; 
Ms  mother's  gdt ; 


a) 

(2) 
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(3)  his  father's  mother's  gdt ; 

(4)  his  mother's  mother's  gdt. 

And  the  same  prohibition  applies  to  women. 
Among  the  Gujars  and  Kdyaths  only  the  three  gdts  first 
enumerated  are  forbidden.  A  man  may  marry  in  his  mother's 
mother's  gdt.    Among  the  Rajputs,  both  Hindu  and  Musal- 
mdn,  a  man  may  not  marry  a  woman — 

1)  of  his  own  gdt; 

2)  of  his  mother's  thdmbd; 

(3)  of  his  father's  mother's  family,  or  grandfather's  mo- 

ther's family,  so  far  as  the  relationship  is  trace- 
able ; 

(4)  descended  from  his  father's  sister  or  father's  father's 

sister,  &c.,  so  far  as  the  relationship  is  traceable. 

Among  the  Meos  a  man  may  not  marry — 

( 1 )  a  woman  of  his  own  gdt  or  pdl ; 

(2)  a  woman  of  the  village  his  mother  belonged  to,  even 

though  of  a  different  gdt ; 

(3)  a  woman  of  the  village  his  father's  mother  belonged 

to ; 

(4)  any  woman  whose  relationship  with  him  is  close 

enough  to  be  traceable  ; 

(5)  the  daughter  or  descendant  through  males  for  two 

generations  only  of  a  woman  of  his  own  got. 

Among  the  Dhusars  a  man  may  not  marry  a  woman— 

(1)  of  his  own  kuldevi ; 

!2)  of  his  mother's  kuldevi  ; 
3)  of  his  father's  mother's  kuldevi  ; 
(4)  of  his  mother's  mother's  kuldevi. 

Among  the  Agarwdld  Banyas  a  man  may  marry  in  any 
g6t  except  his  own,  even  in  his  mother's  got,  and  even  in  his 
mother's  family,  provided  the  relationship  be  not  very  close. 
There  is  no  distinct  limit  fixed. 

Notes. — As  great  care  is  taken  in  comparing  gdts  and  in- 
vestigating relationship  before  betrothal  and  marriage,  it  is 
hardly  possible  that  any  case  should  arise  in  which,  after  the 
ceremonies  of  marriage  have  been  performed,  it  is  discovered 
that  the  parties  are  within  proliibited  degrees  of  relationship. 
No  such  instance  has  been  given ;  but  the  general  feeling  is 
that  in  such  a  case  the  marriage,  once  completed,  would  be 
held  valid  and  legal,  and  the  offspring  legitimate. 

For  a  definition  of  the  terms  got,  pdl,  thdmbd,  see  answer 
14.    A  kuldevi  among  the  Dhusars  means  a  section  of  the 
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tribe  worshipping  the  same  family  deity.  It  is  worthy  of 
notice  that  there  is  some  vagueness  of  idtea,  and  probably  in- 
definiteness  of  custom,  about  the  prolribited  degrees.  For 
instance,  among  the  Jats  there  was  a  great  dispute  about 
whether  the  prohibition  extended  to  the  whole  gdt  of  the 
mother's  mother  or  only  to  the  village,  house,  or  family; 
and  some  Jdts  maintained  that  a  man  must  not  marry  in  his 
stepmother's  got,  and  perhaps  not  in  his  step -grand-mother's. 
Among  the  Brahmans  sometimes  the  prohibited  degrees 
are  calculated  by  the  al,  and  not  by  the  gdt,  so  that,  although 
in  marriage  a  man  may  have  avoided  (bachdnd)  the  four 
als  enumerated,  he  may  not  have  avoided  the  four  gots. 
None  of  the  Musalmdns  can  enumerate  the  prohibited  de- 
grees, but  most  of  them  obey  the  Muhammadan  law  in  this 
matter.  Indeed,  it  seems  that  even  among  some  of  those 
Musalman  tribes  which  adhere  to  the  old  Hindu  marriage 
customs  and  the  Hindu  prohibited  degrees,  a  marriage  be- 
tween two  persons,  allowed  by  the  Musalman  but  prohibited 
by  the  Hindu  law,  if  made  by  the  simple  nikdh  form,  would 
be  held  valid.  Especially  is  this  the  case  among  the  Meos, 
among  whom  the  law  of  Muhammad,  like  the  religion,  is 
gradually  extending  its  influence  in  a  purer  form.  For- 
merly there  were  distinctions  about  pals  or  thoks  which 
would  give  daughters,  but  would  not  take  them,  in  marriage 
from  other  pals  or  thoks  ;  but  these  are  now  almost  obsolete. 
The  Mallahs  are  not  sure  whether  they  can  marry  in  the  gdt 
of  their  paternal  or  maternal  grand-mother.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  the  prohibited  degrees  are  in  no  tribe  the  same  as 
those  given  by  Manu  (see  Macnaghten,  chapter  V).  These 
seem  to  be  as  follows.  A  man  may  not  marry  a  woman  (1) 
of  his  father's  got ;  (2)  of  his  mother's  got  ;  (3)  descended 
from  his  paternal  or  maternal  ancestors  within  the  sixth  degree. 

Question  2.— What  physical  defects  will  be  sufficient  ground  for  the 
Other  disabilities        annulment  of  a  marriage  which  has  actually  taken 

place? 

State  whether  idiocy  or  lunacy,  impotence,  mutilation,  are  such  suffi- 
cient grounds.  Is  any  distinction  made  if  the  party  seeking  annulment 
knew  of  the  defect  at  the  time  of  the  marriage,  or  if  the  defect  has  arisen 
after  the  marriage  was  consummated  ? 

Answer  2. — No  physical  defects  are  considered  sufficient 
ground  for  the  annulment  of  a  marriage  which  has  actually 
taken,  place  (Banya,  Dhusar,  Agri,  Jdt  Musalman,  K&yath, 
Taga,  Mallah,  Fakir,  Rajput,  Ahir,  Brahman,  Jdt,  Khdnzada, 
Meo,  Gujar).   No  instance  of  the  annulment  of  marriage 
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wluch  has  actually  taken  place  on  the  ground  of  a  physical 
defect  (Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Pathan,  Gaurwa,  Beloch). 

Notes. — Perhaps  the  Muhammadan  law  on  this  subject 
would  be  held  applicable  to  persons  married  by  the  nikdk  form. 

It  would  seem  that,  in  equity,  if  one  party  was  impotent 
at  the  time  of  the  marriage  and  the  other  party  did  not 
know  of  it,  the  marriage  should  be  considered  void.  The 
Beloch  say  this  is  their  custom,  but  can  give  no  instance. 

The  Ahirs  say  that,  even  if  one  party  becomes  mad  or 
develops  an  incurable  disease,  the  marriage  remains  binding. 

Question  3. — Are  there  aoy  disabilities  other  than  those  which 
arise  out  of  blood-relationship  or  physical  defect  which  operate  to  bar 
marriage  ? 

Cau  persons  of  different  castes  i intermarry  ?  If  so,  of  what  castes  ? 
Can  persons  of  different  religions  intermarry  ?  If  so,  of  what  religions  ? 
May  a  man  be  married  at  the  same  time  to  any  two  women  who  stand 
in  such  a  degree  of  relation  to  each  other  as  that,  if  one  of  them  had  been 
a  male,  they  could  not  have  married  ?  May  a  man  marry  again  a  woman 
he  has  divorced  ? 

Does  it  make  any  difference  if  she  have  been  married  to  another  and 
divorced  by  him,  or  separated  from  him  by  his  death  in  the  interval 
between  her  divorce  from  her  first  husband  and  his  second  marriage 
to  her? 

Is  any  distinction  taken  if  the  wife  have  not  been  three  times  irrever- 
sively  divorced  ? 

Are  the  degrees  prohibited  by  consanguinity  also  prohibited  by 
fosterage  ? 

Are  there  any  exceptions  to  the  rule  ? 

Answer  3.  (1)  Religion. — A  man  may  not  marry  a 
woman  of  a  religion  differing  from  his  own.    (All  tribes.) 

Note, — There  are  instances  of  a  Musalman  marrying  a 
woman  who  was  till  then  a  Hindu ;  but  she  is  supposed  to 
have  become  a  Musalman  and  is  married  by  nikdh. 

(2)  Caste. — A  man  may  not  marry  a  woman  of  a  caste 
differing  from  his  own  (Ahir,  Brahman,  Gujar,  Jdt,  Gaurwa, 
Rajput,  Dhusar,  Banya,  Agri,  Mallah,  Kayath,  Taga). 

Notes.  —Although  this  is  stated  to  be  the  custom  by  the 
above  tribes,  and  their  general  ideas  are  that  marriage  with  a 
woman  of  another  tribe  is  illegal,  yet  there  are  instances 
(though  comparatively  rare)  in  which  a  marriage  with  a 
woman  of  a  somewhat  similar  tribe  was  not  considered  illegal, 
and  the  children  of  such  a  marriage  were  allowed  to  inherit. 
But  with  these  tribes  such  a  union  cannot  be  made  by  the 
ceremonies  of  a  shadi>  or  first  marriage.  The  only  ceremony, 
if  there  be  any  ceremony  at  all,  is  that  of  the  kardo,  in 
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which  hardly  anything  but  consent  and  cohabitation  is 
requisite.    In  this  sense — 

A  Giijar  sometimes  marries  by  kardo  a  Jdtnl  or  Ahlrnl. 

A  Jdt  sometimes  marries  by  kardo  a  Gujarni,  Ahirnl,  or 
Rdjputni ;  but  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  keep  in  his  house 
a  Brahmani  or  Chamari. 

A  Rajput  Musalmdn  may  marry  any  Musalmdn  by  the 
nikdh  form ;  but  it  seems  that,  unless  she  be  a  Rajputni  her 
sons  will  be  so  far  illegitimate  that  they  will  not  be  entitled 
to  inherit. 

If  a  marriage  have  taken  place,  even  with  all  the  cere- 
monies of  a  shddi,  and  it  bo  afterwards  discovered  that  the 
woman  was  of  a  caste  which  the  man  could  not  marry  with, 
the  marriage  is  considered  void  from  the  first,  and  the  off- 
spring illegitimate;  and  the  woman  is  turned  out  of  the 
house,  or  retained  as  a  concubine,  or  kept  separate  and  given 
maintenance  only. 

A  Khdnzada  may  marry  a  woman  o/  his  own  caste  or  a 
Pathani  or  Musalman  Rajputni. 

A  Beloch  man  may  marry  a  woman  of  another  tribe, 
such  as  a  Shekh  or  Musaknau  Rajput ;  a  Beloch  girl  may  not 
marry  any  but  a  Beloch. 

A  Sayad  man  may  marry  a  woman  of  another  tribe; 
a  Sayad  girl  may  not  marry  any  but  a  Sayad. 

A  Shekh  may  marry  into  another  tribe ;  so  may  a  Pathan 
or  a  Mughal. 

A  Meo  may  marry  any  Musalmdn  woman  by  the  bare 
nikdh  form ;  but  he  cannot  marry  any  but  a  Meoni  by  the 
full  ceremonies  of  a  shddi. 

A  Fakir  may  marry  any  Musalman,  but  usually  marries 
a  Fakirnl. 

A  Jdt  Musalmdn  may  marry  a  Musalmdn  Jdt,  Gaurwa, 
Gujar,  or  Rajput. 

(3)  Relationship  to  first  wife  still  alive. — No  Musalmdn 
can,  during  the  duration  of  his  marriage  with  one  woman, 
marry  her  sister  or  any  woman  so  related  to  her  that  if  one 
of  them  had  been  a  male  they  could  not  have  married.  (All 
Musalmans.) 

Any  Hindu*  may,  during  his  marriage  with  one  woman, 
marry  her  sister  or  any  relation  of  hers  of  the  same  gene- 
ration. He  may  not  marry  a  relation  of  hers  of  a  higher  or 
lower  generation.    (All  Hindus.) 

Note. —It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  among  Hindus 
for  a  man  to  marry  two  sisters  at  one  time,  both  -girls  going 
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round  the  nuptial  firo  with  him.  In  such  a  case  it  generally 
is  because  one  of  them  is  blind  or  has  some  other  physical 
defect  which  would  prevent  her  from  getting  a  match  by 
herself ;  and  she  is  thrown  into  the  bargain  as  it  were  with 
her  moro  lucky  sister.  The  general  feeling  is  that  a  girl 
must  be  married  at  all  events,  and  if  she  have  any  serious 
defect  and  cannot  be  otherwise  disposed  of  some  one  is  bribed 
to  take  her.  When  a  man  after  his  first  marriage  and  during 
his  first  wife's  lifetime  marries  her  sister  or  cousin,  it  is 
usually  because  she  has  given  him  no  son ;  and  he  generally 
obtains  her  consent  first. 

(4)  After  divorce. — No  instance  of  a  man's  having  mar- 
ried again  a  woman  he  has  divorced.    (All  tribes.) 

Among  Musalmdns  divorce  is  still  uncommon;  but  no 
doubt  the  Muhammadan  law  regarding  divorce  and  re-mar- 
riage of  a  divorcee  would  apply  to  them. 

Among  Hindiis  there  is  no  divorce  proper ;  but  sometimes 
a  man  expels  his  wife.  No  doubt  if  he  took  her  back  again 
there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  his  doing  so,  but  it  could 
hardly  be  called  re-marriage. 

(5)  Relationship  by  fosterage. — There  is  no  instance  of 
a  man's  having  married  a  woman  to  whom  he  was  related 
by  fosterage. 

Note. — Usually  a  child,  if  not  suckled  by  his  own  mother, 
is  nursed  by  a  relation  so  near  that  he  could  not  in  any  event 
have  married  any  relation  of  hers,  or  by  a  hired  woman  of  a 
different  caste,  whose  relations  he  could  not  marry  for  differ- 
ence of  caste.  No  doubt  the  Muhammadan  Law  on  the 
subject  would  apply  to  Musalmdns. 

Between  how  many  parties.      Question  4. — How  many  wives  are  allowed  ? 

Answer  4. — No  Musalmdn  can  have  more  than  four 
.wives  alive  at  one  time.    (All  Musalmdns). 

There  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of  wives  which  a  Hindi! 
may  have  at  one  time.    (All  Hindus.) 

Notes. — Even  among  Musalmdns  it  is  uncommon  to  have 
more  than  one  wife ;  and  the  usual  reason  for  marrying  a 
second  is  that  the  first  has  no  son. 

Among  Hindus  the  largest  number  of  wives  alive  at  one 
time  at  present  known  in  the  district  is  seven,  all  equal 
wives  of  an  Ahir. 

The  usual  reason  for  marrying  a  second  wife  is  that  the 
first  has  no  son ;  and  even  in  such  a  case  it  is  thought  proper 
to  obtain  the  first  wife's  consent  before  marrying  again ;  bu  t 
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that  is  not  absolutely  necessary.  The  expense  of  a  shddl 
generally  puts  a  limit  on  the  number  of  wives  a  man  mar- 
ries by  that  form ;  but  among  tribes  which  allow  karao,  a 
man  often  marries  more  than  one  of  his  relation's  widows  by 
that  form,  in  addition  to  his  first  wife,  married  by  the 
regular  form. 

A  Question  6. — At  what  age  may  marriage 

take  place  ? 

Ansicer  5. — There  is  no  limit  to  the  age  at  which  mar- 
riage may  take  place.    (All  tribes.) 

Note. — Both  among  Hindus  and  Musalmans  there  are 
instances  of  children  being  married  at  the  age  of  five.  The 
usual  age  is  from  seven  to  twelve ;  only  in  very  rare  cases  is 
a  girl  unmarried  at  twenty,  for  it  is  thought  disgraceful 
(or  likely  to  lead  to  disgrace)  to  have  an  unmarried  grown-up 
daughter.  Indeed  bachelors  of  twenty  are  rare.  The  age 
at  which  marriage  takes  place  depends  a  good  deal  on 
the  ability  of  the  families  to  bear  the  expense  of  the  cere- 
monies. 

B  whow  content  Question  6. — Whose  consent  is  necessary 

to  the  validity  of  marriage?  Give  the  rule 


(1)  if  both  parties  are  minors, 

(2)  if  both  parties  are  of  full  age. 

Can  the  woman  consent  to  her.  own  marriage  without  the  consent  of  her 
guardian  ? 

Answer  6. — The  consent  of  the  same  persons  is  necessary 
to  the  validity  of  marriage  as  is  necessary  to  the  validity  of 
betrothal  (see  section  II). 

A  woman  cannot  consent  to  her  own  marriage  without 
the  consent  of  her  guardian.    (All  tribes.) 

Notes.—  Among  Hindu  tribes  which  allow  of  the  remar- 
riage of  widows,  it  is  usual  for  the  widow  to  marry  her 
husband's  brother  or  near  relative ;  and  custom  requires  that 
before  marrying  a  stranger,  she  should  obtain  the  consent 
of  her  former  husband's  relatives.  If  she  cohabits  with  a 
stranger  without  their  consent,  usually  a  panchdyat  will  make 
him  give  her  up  or  pay  a  price  for  her.  But  Act  XV  of  1856, 
section  7,  enacts  that  in  the  case  of  a  widow  of  full  age, 
or  whose  marriage  has  been  consummated,  her  own  consent 
shall  be  sufficient  consent  to  constitute  her  remarriage  law- 
ful and  valid ;  and  if  she  is  a  minor  whose  marriage  has  not 
been  consummated,  she  shall  not  remarry  without  the  con- 
sent of  her  father  or  his  relatives  (not,  as  the  custom  is,  her 
former  husband's  relatives). 
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Among  Musalman  tribes  generally  the  consent  of  the 
former  husband's  relatives,  who  are  the  guardians  of  tho 
widow,  is  required  to  make  the  marriage  valid. 

Question  7. — Do  you  observe  any  of  the  eight  forms  required  by  the 

_  strict  Hindu  law.    If  so,  which  forms ;  and 

Formal,^.  ^  {(  ^   modification  ?  Descril,e 

in  full  the  usual  ceremonies,  and  specify  any  particular  ceremony  which 
is  regarded  as  making  the  tie  indissoluble. 

Aimcer  7. — Not  even  the  Brahmans  know  what  are  the 
eight  forms  required  by  the  strict  Hindu  law.  Among 
Hindus  only  two  forms  of  marriage  are  known.  First,  the 
regular  marriage  (shddi  bydh),  with  all  its  elaborate  cere- 
monies, most  important  of  which  is  the  ceremony  of  the 
phere,  or  seven  turns  round  the  sacred  fire. 

This  is  the  form  practised  in  the  case  of  a  girl's  first 
marriage  in  all  Hindu  tribes,  and  is  the  only  form  allowed  by 
those  tribes  in  which  the  re-marriage  of  widows  is  not  allowed 
by  custom.  It  seems  to  correspond  with  the  Brahma  cere- 
mony described  by  Manu.  The  second  form  is  practised  only 
among  those  tribes  which  allow  the  remarriage  of  widows, 
and  requires  none  of  the  elaborate  ceremonies  of  the  bydh. 
It  seems  sufficient  that  the  parties  should  consent  to  cohabit 
with  each  other,  and  thus  the  kardo,  as  it  is  called,  seems  to 
correspond  with  the  Gandharva  form  of  marriage  described 
by  Manu. 

Among  the  Musalmans  there  is  a  similar  distinction. 
In  the  celebration  of  the  shddi,  or  full-caste  marriage,  the 
nikdh,  or  Musalm&n  form  of  marriage,  which  is  the  really 
binding  ceremony,  forms  one  only  among  many  elaborate 
ceremonies  which  are  very  similar  to  those  practised  by 
the  Hindds;  and  are  evidently,  in  the  case  of  converted 
Hindus,  a  relic  of  their  old  customs,  and  in  the  case  of 
purer  Musalmans,  such  as  the  Sayads,  borrowed  from  their 
neighbours.  But  in  the  re-marriage  of  a  widow,  or  in  mar- 
rying a  woman  of  another  tribe  (at  least  among  converted 
Hindus),-  the  only  ceremony  is  the  nikdh,  which  in  such  a 
case  some  call  by  the  name  of  kardo,  like  the  corresponding 
form  among  the  Hindus.  Some  of  the  many  ceremonies 
performed  on  the  occasion  of  a  full-caste  marriage  (shddi) 
are  detailed  below.  They  are,  with  slight  variations,  per- 
formed by  all  fiindu  tribes ;  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
phere  ceremony,  the  place  of  which  is  taken  by  the  nikdh,  by 
all  Musalman  tribes  also. 

(1).  P4H  chithi—the  yellow  letter.    This  is  a  notice, 
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written  on  paper  smeared  over  with  turmeric,  proposing  a 
date  for  the  marriage,  sent  by  the  girl's  father  to  the  boy's 
father  by  the  hand  of  the  family  barber.  When  a  date  has 
been  finally  fixed  on  the  girl's  father  sends  the — 

(£)  Lagan — the  date.  Tins  also  is  a  letter  containing 
a  notice  of  the  date  agreed  on,  and  is  sent  by  the  family 
priest  or  barber  to  the  boy's  father.  It  is  generally  accom- 
panied by  some  copper  or  silver  money,  betel-nuts,  turmeric, 
sacred  grass,  and  sometimes  a  red  thread,  with  knots  on  it 
corresponding  to  the  date  agreed  on.  These  things  are 
given  by  the  messenger  to  the  boy  before  his  assembled 
relatives. 

(3)  Tel  bdn — the  cleansing  ceremony.  The  boy  and  girl 
are,  for  a  few  days  before  the  marriage,  rubbed  over  with  a 
mixture  of  oil,  turmeric,  and  flour  to  purify  them. 

(4)  Barai — the  marriage  procession.  The  boy's  father 
gathers  his  relatives  together,  and,  taking  the  boy,  starts  otf, 
in  as  grand  a  procession  as  he  can  form,  for  the  girl's  village, 
at  the  outskirts  of  which  they  are  received  by  the  girl's 
relatives  in  ceremonious  fashion,  and  conducted  to  a  place 
Set  apart  for  them  for  rest  and  refreshment. 

(5)  Bdrothl—  the  threshold  ceremony.  The  boy  is  taken 
to  the  threshold  of  the  girl's  house,  and  is  there  welcomed 
by  the  girl's  female  relatives,  one  of  whom  waves  round 
his  head  a  tray  containing  a  small  lump  of  flour  and  melted 
butter  with  other  things. 

(6)  J? here — the  turns  round  the  fire.  This  is  among 
Hindus  the  important  ceremony  which  makes  the  marriage 
binding.  It  almost  invariably  takes  place  at  night  under  an 
awning  specially  prepared  in  the  courtyard  of  the  girl's 
house.  The  relatives  of  both  parties  gather  there,  and  when 
the  sacred  fire  {horn)  has  been  properly  prepared  the  boy  and 
girl,  with  their  clothes  knotted  together,  are  made  to  go  round 
the  fire  seven  times,— at  first  the  boy  in  front,  and  then  the 
girl  in  front,— while  the  Br&hmans  representing  both  parties 
repeat  the  marriage  vows  and  perform  other  ceremonies. 
The  boy  and  girl  are  then  made  to  sit  down,  the  girl  being  at 
the  wife's  place  on  the  left  hand  of  the  boy ;  and  the  girl's 
father  gives  away  the  girl  to  him  by  placing  her  hand  with 
a  copper  or  silver  coin,  a  little  water  and  some  grains  of  rice 
in  his,  while  the  Brahman  pronounces  the  formula  of  gift 
{sankalp). 

(7)  The  badhdr — the  marriage  feast — takes  place  the 
following  day ;  and  on  the  day  after  that,  when  the  dowry 


Digitized  by  Google 


CUROAON  DISTRICT.  27 

has  been  presented,  and  the  parties  hare  exchanged  presents, 
the  marriage  procession  starts  back  again,  taking  with  it  the 
girl,  who  remains  for  a  few  days  in  the  boy's  house,  and  then 
returns  to  her  father  until  puberty. 

The  binding  ceremony  is  the  phwe,  ©r  turns  round  the 
sacred  fire. 

Among  the  Musalmans  its  place  is  taken  by  the  nikdh, 
which  is  performed  with  all  the  formalities  of  Muhammadan 
law  by  a  kazi  or  his  deputy. 

For  a  description  of  the  kardo  form,  see  answer  15. 

Question  8. — Who  are  competent  witnesses  to  a  marriage  contract 
between  Musalmans. 

Are  there  any  special  requisites  to  the  competency  of  such  witnesses  ? 

Ansicer  8. — The  witnesses  to  a  marriage  contract  between 
Musalmans  must  be  adult  male  Musalmans.  There  are  no 
special  requisites.    (All  Musalmans.) 

Note.— The  Sayads  say  that  no  witness  is  necessary  to  a 
marriage  between  Sluahs. 

Witnesses  generally  are  relations  of  the  bride  or  shrine- 
attendants. 

Question  P.— Will  contracts  entered  into  by  a  married  woman,  the 

subject  of  such  contracts,  being  other  than 
6    '  her  peculiar  property,  be  binding  on  herself 

or  her  husband  ? 

Is  any  distinction  made  if  the  contract  may  have  been  requisite  to 
her  obtaining  the  necessaries  of  life. 

• 

Atmcer  5.— A  contract  entered  into  by  a  married  woman 
in  the  absence  of  her  husband,  if  requisite  for  obtaining  the 
necessaries  of  life,  or  to  pay  the  Government  revenue,  is 
binding  on  herself  and  her  husband  as  regards  liis  moveable 
property.    (All  tribes.) 

The  immoveable  property  she  may  in  such  necessity 
mortgage,  but  she  cannot  sell  it  (Meo,  Brahman,  Gujar,  Jat). 

A  married  woman  can  in  no  case  enter  into  a  contract 
regarding  immoveable  property  (Rajput,  Dhusar,  Banya, 
Taga,  Kayath,  Agrf,  Jat  Musalman,  Mallah,  Fakir,  Gaurwa, 
Khanzada,  Beloch,  Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Pathan,  Ahir). 

Note. — When  a  married  wornan^s  husband  is  absent,  and 
she  has  to  contract  debt  to  supply  herself  and  her  children 
with  necessaries,  to  pay  the  Government  revenue,  or  to  marry 
her  children,  she  should  apply  to  her  husband's  relatives  for 
help ;  and  if  they  cannot,  or  will  not,  aid  her,  she  may  enter 
into  a  contract  which  will  be  binding  on  her  husband.  Prob- 
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ably,  even  in  the  case  of  the  latter  tribes,  if  a  woman 
mortgaged  her  husband's  land  for  necessaries,  and  received 
value  in  return,  the  courts  would  in  equity  hold  the  contract 
binding  on  the  husband. 

Divorce. 

0ronnd8  Question  10. — Upon  what  grounds  may  a 

ronn  *'  wife  be  divorced  ? 

Is  change  of  religion  a  sufficient  cause? 

May  a  husband  divorce  his  wife  without  assigning  any  cause  ? 

Answer  10. — No  instance,  in  any  tribe,  of  a  wife  having 
changed  her  religion.  No  custom  of  divorce  among  the  fol- 
lowing tribes : — Jat  Musalman,  Fakir,  Rajput  Musalman, 
Gaurwa  Musalman,  Beloch,  Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Pathan. 

A  wife  may  be  divorced  for  misconduct  or  because  her 
husband  and  she  disagree.  A  husband  may  not  divorce  his 
wife  without  assigning  any  cause  (Khanzada,  Meo). 

Note. — No  doubt  in  these  Musalman  tribes  in  which  the 
marriage-tie  is  fastened  according  to  the  Muhammadan  law 
by  the  form  of  nikdh,  it  would  be  held  that  it  may  be  loosened 
in  the  modes  allowed  by  that  law. 

While  all  the  Hindu  tribes  assert  that  they  have  no  cus- 
torn  of  divorce,  it  appears  that  when  the  wife  is  unchaste, 
the  husband  sometimes  expels  her  from  his  house,  and  will 
have  no  more  to  do  with  her.  This  is  called  tydg,  and  prac- 
tically amounts  to  divorce.  Unchastity  is  the  only  sufficient 
ground  for  such  an  expulsion. 

Note.— Among  the  Jats  if  a  wife  so  expelled  goes  and 
lives  with  another  Jat  and  bears  sons  to  him  during  her  first 
husband's  lifetime,  they  will  be  considered  legitimate  sons, 
and  will  share  in  their  father's  property.  The  Jats  say  this 
is  their  custom,  and  it  has  been  so  held  by  the  Chief  Court 
(No.  851  of  1877). 

Question  11. — What  are  the  formalities  which  must  be  observed  to 

constitute  (1)  a  revocable,  (£)  an  irrevocable 
Forma  lties.  divorce  ? 

Do  you  distinguish  between  tildk  and  khola  ?  If  so,  what  is  the 
distinction  ? 

Answer  11.— Among  the  Khanzddars  and  Meos,  the  only 
tribes  which  have  any  custom  of  divorce,  khola  is  unknown. 
The  only  form  of  divorce  known  is  the  tildk,  which  becomes 
irrevocable  by  the  husband's  saying  three  times  before  com- 
petent witnesses  that  he  gives  up  his  wife  and  puts  her 
away  from  him. 
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Note.—lto  doubt,  as  the  custom  is  not  very  general,  and 
is  evidently  an  attempt  to  follow  the  Muhammadan  law,  the 
law  would  be  held  to  overrule  the  custom,  should  either 
party  claim  to  follow  the  law. 

Question  12. — Has  the  divorced  or  superseded  wife  any  claims  against 

her  husband  ?    If  so  what — lor  maintenance 
or  for  a  specific  share  of  his  property  ?  Does 
she  lose  such  claims  if  she  be  divorced  on  the  ground  of  adultery  ? 

Ansicer  12. — Among  the  Kh&nz&das  and  Meos,  the  only 
tribes  which  have  any  custom  of  divorce,  the  wife  is  entitled 
to  be  paid  her  dower,  and  has  no  further  claim. 

A  Hindu  wife,  expelled  for  unchastity,  has  no  claim  for 
maintenance,  or  for  a  share  of  her  husband's  property.  A 
wife,  who  has  only  been  superseded  by  her  husband's  marry- 
ing another  wife,  remains  in  his  house  as  his  wife,  and  is 
entitled  to  maintenance. 

Question  13. — Upon  what  grounds  has  a 
wife  the  right  to  claim  release  from  the  mar- 
riage-tie? 

Atmoer  13. — A  wife  can  in  no  circumstances  claim 
release  from  the  marriage-tie.    (All  tribes.) 

Question  14. — Explain  what  is  meant  by  dower  {kabin).  -  State  when 

it  becomes  payable, — whether  on  consummation  or 
wcr'  the  death  of  the  husband  or  on  divorce. 

Is  it  payable  in  the  case  of  divorce  on  the  grouud  of  adultery? 

Answer  14. — No  custom  of  dower.    (All  Hindu,  tribes. ) 

Dower  is  mentioned  at  the  time  of  marriage,  but  is  never 
paid  (Eakir,  Jdt  Musalmdn,  R&jput  Musalm&n,  Gaurwa 
Musalman.) 

Dower  is  the  sum  of  money  fixed  at  marriage  to  be  paid 
by  the  husband  to  the  wife  in  return  for  the  marriage,  but 
it  is  rarely  paid  at  any  time  (Beloch,  Khanzada,  Shekh, 
Sayad,  Mughal,  Pathdn,  Meo). 

Note. — As  there  is  no  clear  custom,  and  evidently  only 
an  attempt  to  follow  the  Muhammadan  law,  probably  a  court 
would  decide  according  to  the  law  in  this  matter.  There  is 
no  instance  of  any  but  the  legal  dower  of  ten  dirms  (which 
they  consider  equal  to  32  rupees  and  some  annas)  being 
agreed  on ;  and  no  doubt  that  is  mentioned  only  because  it 
comes  in  the  marriage  service. 

„  Question  15.— Explain  the  custom  of  katewa  or 
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What  is  the  distinction  between  such  marriages  aud  marriages  of 

the  ordinary  kind  ? 

In  what  castes  or  tribes  does  the  custom  obtaiu? 

What  period,  if  any,  must  elapse  after  the  death  of  the  first  husband 
before  the  kareica  of  the  widow  is  permissible  ? 

Answer  15. — Kardo  is  the  re-marriage  of  a  widow  or 
deserted  wife,  who  has  been  previously  married  by  the  full 
ceremonial  of  a  caste-marriage  (shddt),  and  therefore  is 
disqualified  from  being  again  married  by  that  form.  Tho 
only  ceremonies  performed  at  a  kardo  are  that  before  the 
assembled  kindred  she  and  her  new  husband  announce  their 
intention  of  living  together  as  man  and  wife ;  and  a  red  sheet 
(ckadar),  such  as  only  married  women  whose  husbands  are 
alive  wear,  is  put  on  her,  and  she  has  bangles  (chi'tn)  put  on 
her  wrist,  and  thereafter  lives  with  her  new  husband,  but 
even  this  much  ceremony  is  not  necessary. 

Where,  as  in  the  commonest  case,  a  widow  marries  her 
husband's  brother,  consent  and  cohabitation  are  all  that  is 
required ;  and  the  outer  world  know  of  the  marriage  only  by 
seeing  the  widow  again  assume  the  red  sheet  and  bangles, 
which  are  not  worn  by  widows.  Even  if  a  child  be  born  before 
the  marriage  is  announced,  it  will  be  considered  legitimate 
if  the  husband's  brother  admit  it  is  his.  There  is  no  dis- 
tinction made  between  the  offspring  of  a  marriage  by  kardo 
and  that  of  an  ordinary  marriage  (shddi).  The  sons  all 
inherit  as  legitimate. 

A  widow  should  not  re-marry  within  a  year  after  the  death 
of  her  first  husband  ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  wait  this  time. 

The  different  tribes  of  Hindus  think  it  an  important 
distinction  whether  they  allow  re-marriage  of  widows  or  not. 
The  following  tribes  do  not  practise  remarriage  of  widows, 
and  therefore  have  no  custom  of  kardo :  (1)  Brahman,  (2) 
Taga,  (3)  Rajput,  (4)  Dhusar,  (5)  Kayath,  (6)  Banya. 

The  following  tribes  do  practise  re-marriage  of  widows 
by  kardo :  (1)  Ahir,  (2)  Jat,  (3)  Gaurwa,  (i)  Malldh,  (5) 
Agri,  (6)  Gujar. 

Some  Brdhmans  who  have  adopted  the  custom  of  re-mar- 
riage of  widows  have  been  outcasto  and  form  a  practically 
separate  caste  called  Dharukra.  So  with  some  Tagas  who 
allow  kardo  and  are  called  Dasd}  or  half-blood  (though  really 
of  pure  Taga  blood),  as  a  practically  distinct  caste.  On  the 
other  hand,  some  Ahir  families  do  not  allow  re-marriage  x)f 
widows,  and  keep  themselves  apart  from  the  other  Ahirs.  So 
with  some  Jat  families,  while  other  Jat  families  allow  widows 
to  remarry,  but  not  with  the  husband's  relatives. 
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Among  tribes  which  practise  kardo,  the  Alrirs  and  Gaur- 
was  do  not  allow  a  widow  to  marry  her  husband's  elder 
brother ;  but  she  may  marry  her  husband's  younger  brother, 
or,  with  the  consent  of  her  husband's  relatives,  a  stranger. 
Among  the  Jats,  Gujars,  and  MaJlahs,  a  widow  may  marry 
her  husband's  elder  brother ;  but  it  is  considered  more  proper 
for  her  to  marry  the  younger  brother.  A  widow  cannot  be 
compelled  to  re-marry. 

The  customs  and  ideas  of  the  Hindu  tribes  have  infected 
the  Musalm&n  tribes  also.  The  following  Musalm&n  tribes 
say  they  have  no  instance  of  a  widow's  re-marriage  :  (1)  Raj- 
put Musalrnan,  ^2)  Gaurwa  Musalman,  (3)  Sayad. 

The  following  say  it  is  only  lately  that  widows  have 
married  again :  (1)  Beloch,  (2)  Shekh,  (3)  Pathan,  •  (4) 
Mughal,  (5)  Khanzdda. 

Among  these  and  the  other  Musalmdn  tribes,  when  a 
widow  remarries,  she  does  not  go  through  the  full  shddi  cere- 
mony, but  is  married  by  the  simple  nikdh  only. 

Question    16. — Is    marriage   ever   presumed   from  cohabitation, 

although  the    full    ceremony    may    not  have 
rin  Je8Ump  ,0n  °  mar    Deen  performed  ?    If  so,  amongst  what  castes  of 
8  •  tribes  ? 

Ansicw  16. — Among  all  Hindu  tribes  which  do  not  prac- 
tise kardo,  marriage  is  never  presumed  from  cohabitation 
only.  The  regular  ceremonies  must  be  known  to  have  been 
performed. 

Note. — Owing  to  tho  elaborate  ceremonies  of  marriage 
and  the  assembling  of  the  brotherhood  to  witness  them, 
there  can  never  be  any  doubt  as  to  whether  the  ceremonies 
have  been  performed  or  not. 

Among  all  Musalmdn  tribes  marriage  is  never  presumed 
from  cohabitation  only.  Tho  nikdh  must  be  known  to  have 
been  performed. 

Among  the  Hindu  tribes  which  allow  re-marriage  of 
widows,  cohabitation  of  a  widow  with  her  husband's  brother 
is  presumptive  proof  of  a  kardo  marriage  ;  and  the  offspring 
of  such  cohabitation  is  legitimate 

No  doubt  among  such  tribes  marriage  is  often  presumed 
from  the  cohabitation  of  a  widow  with  a  stranger. 


PART  I.— SECTION  IV. 

Guardianship  and  Minority. 
Quest  ion  7.— Is  a  fathep  at  liberty  to  appoint  by  testament  or  other- 
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»y.dc  whomsoever  he  will  to  be  after  his  decease 
the  guardian  of  his  minor  children? 

Answer  1. — A  father  can  appoint  any  one  he  pleases  of 
his  own  or  the  mother's  family  to  be  after  his  decease  the 
guardian  of  his  minor  children.  No  written  testament  is 
necessary  (Rajpiit,  Khanzada,  Beloch,  Meo,  Gujar,  Ahir). 

No  clear  custom  (Say ad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Pathan,  Brdh- 
man,  Banya,  Dhusar,  Kayath,  Jdt  Musalman,  Mallah,  Fakir, 
Taga,  Jdt  Hindu). 

Note. — Instances  of  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  by 
the  father  are  very  rare ;  and  still  more  rare  is  it  for  him  to 
appoint  any  but  a  near  relative  of  his  own. 

Question  2. — State  upon  whom  the  guardianship  of  the  person  and 
Guardians  without  property  of  a  minor  successively  devolves  if  no 
appointment.  appointment  be  made  by  the  father. 

Is  any  distinction  made  as  to  the  property  of  the  minor  where  the 
guardian  is  a  female  ? 

Does  the  right  of  guardianship  of  a  female  miuor  always  carry  with 
it  the  right  of  disposing  of  her  in  marriage  ? 

Answer  2. — If  no  appointment  be  made  by  the  father,  the 
guardianship  of  the  person  and  property  of  a  minor  suc- 
cessively devolves  on  (1)  the  mother,  for  the  person  only, 
(2)  the  father's  father,  (3)  the  elder  brother,  if  of  age,  (4) 
the  father's  brother,  (5)  the  father's  brother's  son,  (6)  the 
paternal  grandfather's  brother,  (7)  the  son  of  (6),  and  so  on, 
as  the  inheritance  would  descend. 

The  guardian  of  the  person  is  guardian  of  the  property 
also,  except  where  the  mother  is  the  guardian.  . 

The  right  of  guardianship  of  a  female  minor  always 
carries  with  it  the  right  of  disposing  of  her  in  marriage, 
except  where  the  mother  is  the  guardian. 

(Rajput,  Khdnzada,  Beloch,  Shekh,  Sayad,  Mughal, 
Pathan,  Ahir,  Gaurwa,  Kdyath,  Banya,  Dhusar,  Taga,  Mal- 
ldh,  Agri,  Fakir,  Jdt  Musalmdn.) 

Among  Gujars,  Jdts,  Brdhmans,  and  Meos,  the  same, 
except  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  father's  father  and  elder 
brother-  of  full  age,  the  mother  manages  the  property  of  tho 
minor  also,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  father's  relatives, 
who  can  prevent  her  from  injuring  it  permanently. 

Notes, — As  to  the  right  of  disposing  of  a  female  minor 
in  marriage,  see  sections  II  and  III. 

Sometimes  the  mother,  generally  with  tho  consent  of  the 
father's  relatives,  appoints  some  relative  of  her  own  to  be  her 
agent  in  managing  the  property  of  the  minor. 
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Question  3.— Define  the  different  descriptions 
aMe*  °         l*DS'    of  guardians,  if  any. 

Answer  3. — There  are  no  different  descriptions  of  guar- 
dians known,  except  guardians  of  the  person  and  guardians 
of  the  property,  as  above  detailed.    (AH  tribes.) 

Powers  op  Guardians. 

Question  4.— To  what  extent,  under  what  conditions,  for  what 
...     .  purposes,   cau   guardians  alienate  the  property, 

moveable  or  immoveable,  of  their  wards  by  sale, 

gift,  or  mortgage  ? 

May  a  guardian  lease  the  property  of  his  ward?  If  so,  ^br  what 
period? 

Answer  4. — A  guardian  can,  in  case  of  necessity,  such  as 
for  the  expenses  of  a  marriage  or  funeral  ceremony,  alienate 
by  sale,  gift,  or  mortgage  the  moveable  property  of  his  ward. 

A  guardian  may  lease  the  property  of  his  wards,  move- 
able or  immoveable.  There  is  no  fixed  period  beyond  which 
he  may  not  lease  it.    (All  tribes.) 

A  guardian  cannot  alienate  by  sale  or  gift  the  immove- 
able property  of  his  ward.    (All  tribes.) 

A  guardian  can,  in  case  of  urgent  necessity,  such  as  to 
pay  the  Government  revenue,  mortgage  the  immoveable  pro- 
perty of  his  ward  (Ahir,  Beloch,  Shekh,  Pathan,  Meo,  Brah- 
man, Gujar,  Jat  Hindu  and  Musalman,  Banya,  Dhusar, 
Taga,  Mallah,  Fakir,  Kayath). 

A  guardian  cannot  mortgage  the  immoveable  property 
of  his  ward  (Rajput,  Gaurwa,  Khanzdda,  Sayad,  Mughal). 

Note. — Probably,  in  case  of  dire  necessity,  if  all  the  male 
relatives  agreed  and  it  were  done  solely  for  the  benefit  of 
the  ward,  the  guardian  might  even  sell  a  portion  of  the 
ward's  land  to  save  the  rest.  There  are  a  few  instances  of 
this  having  been  done. 

Question  5. — As  regards  the  moveable  property  of  the  minor,  state 

Contract  *°  wna^  exteut  tne  contracts  of  the  guardian  are 

considered  binding. 
Are  they  binding  whether  or  no  they  be  beneficial  to  the  minor,  or 
whether  or  no  they  be  made  under  mauifest  necessity  ? 

Ansioer  5. —  The  contracts  of  a  guardian  affecting  the 
moveable  property  of  his  ward  are  binding  whether  or  no 
they  turn  out  beneficial  to  the  minor,  and  whether  or  no 
they  be  made  under  manifest  necessity,  provided  they  be 
made  in  good  faith.    (All  tribes.) 

c 
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Question  6. — Who  is  entitled  to  the  custody  of  a  married  female 
Custody  infant  whose  father  and  husband  are  alive? 

Answer  6. — The  father  is  entitled  to  the  custody  of  a 
married  female  infant  until  the  gaund  has  taken  place  ;  af- 
ter that  the  husband  and  his  family  are  entitled  to  her  cus- 
tody.   (All  tribes.) 

Note. — After  the  marriage,  the  girl  returns,  after  a  few 
days'  stay  with  the  bridegroom,  to  her  own  father's  house ; 
and  when  both  parties  have  attained  puberty,  she  is  carried 
in  a  procession,  called  the  gaund,  chdld,  khanddwd,  bahord, 
or  mukldwdy  to  her  husband's  house,  and  finally  deposited 
with  him.  It  seems  that  the  husband  may  demand  posses- 
sion of  the  girl  when  she  attains  puberty. 

The  betrothal  is  looked  on  as  a  contract  to  transfer  the 
ownership  of  the  girl  to  the  boy's  family.  The  marriage 
does  transfer  the  ownership ;  and  the  gaund  transfers  the 
possession.  Thereafter  the  girl's  family  have  no  claim  on 
her. 

Question  7. — If  a  widow,  being  the  guardian  of  her  minor  child 

remarry,  will  the  widow's  right  of  guardiauship 
cease?  On  her  again  becoming  a  widow,  will  it 

revive  ? 

Answer  7. — If  a  widow,  being  the  guardian  of  her  minor 
child,  remarry,  the  widow's  right  of  guardianship  ceases; 
and  the  father's  relatives  become  the  guardians.  On  her 
again  becoming  a  widow,  the  right  of  guardianship  of  her 
former  husband's  child  will  not  revive.  (All  tribes  which 
practise  the  remarriage  of  widows.) 

Power 8  op  Miners. 

Question  8. — May  a  minor  acquire  property  independently  of  parents 
Ac-Uition.  or  guardian.,? 

Answer  8. — A  minor  cannot,  except  by  gift,  acquire  pro- 
perty independently  of  parents  or  guardians.    (All  tribes.) 

Question  9. — To  what  extent  are  the  contracts  of  minors,  made  inde- 
ContracU  pcndeutly  of  parents  or  guardians,  binding  ? 

Answer  9. — Contracts  made  by  minors  independently  of 
parents  or  guardians  are  not  binding.    (All  tribes.) 

Question  10. — Is  a  minor  whose  father  is  dead,  and  who  has  in- 
_  . .    . .  ..  herited  the  father's  estate,  liable  for  the  father's 

DcbU  of  ffttbor.  (kibtg? 
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If  such  debts  are  not  payable  till  the  minor  come  of  age,  can  the 
property  inherited  be  alienated  iu  the  interval  ? 

Answer  10.— A  minor  who  lias  inherited  his  father's 
estate  is  liable  for  his  father's  debts.  Such  debts  are  not 
payable  till  the  minor  comes  of  age ;  and  the  property  in- 
herited cannot  be  alienated  in  the  interval.    (All  tribes.) 

Note. — No  instance  of  a  son's  giving  up  his  ancestral 
estate  on  the  ground  that  the  assets  were  exceeded  by  the 
debts.  Probably,  if  the  creditors  agreed,  part  of  the  estate 
might  be  alienated  in  the  interval  for  necessities. 

Question  11. — Are  females,  whether  minors  or  adults,  always  under 

guardianship  ?  Upon  whom  does  the  guardian- 

Ouardmnshin  of  women.      °.  .       „    /lvr         r         •   ,    /flv  •    ,     -  , 

*  ship  of  (1)  an  unmarried,  (2)  a  married,  female 

successively  devolve  ? 

Answer  11. — An  unmarried  female  (not  a  widow),  whe- 
ther minor  or  adult,  is  always  to  the  fullest  extent  under  the 
guardianship  of  her  father,  or,  if  he  be  dead,  some  relative 
in  the  order  given  in  answer  2.  A  married  female  is  always 
under  the  guardianship  of  her  husband  while  he  lives. 
(All  tribes.) 

A  widow,  whether  minor  or  adult,  is  always  under  the 
guardianship  of  her  husband's  family  (Rajput,  Khunzada, 
Gaurwa,  Banya,  Dhrisar,  Kayath,  Taga,  Fakir,  Jat  Musal- 
man,  MaUtih). 

A  widow  is  to  some  extent  under  the  guardianship  of  her 
husband's  brothers  or  near  relatives  in  the  order  of  inherit- 
ance. She  cannot  marry  again,  or  betroth  her  children,  or 
alienate  her  immoveable  property,  without  consulting  them ; 
but  she  can  arrange  about  her  moveable  property,  and  can 
do  much  in  her  own  name  for  herself  and  her  children,  some- 
times appointing  a  relative  of  her  own  as  agent.  (Mco, 
Ahir,  Brahman,  Guzar,  Jat,  Beloch,  Sayad,  Shekh,  Pathan, 
Mughal.) 

Question  12. — As  regards  capacity  to  act  in  marriage,  dower,  divorce, 

Cessation  of  minorit      ttnt*  a^0Pt'on'.  UP  ^°   what    age  or  event  docs 
essa  ion  o  mtnon  y.    mmorjty  continue  in  the  case  of  (1)  male,  (£)  fe- 
male, children  ? 

Answer  12. — There  is  no  fixed  age  or  event  at  which 
minority  terminates,  but  a  boy  or  girl  is  generally  consi- 
dered to  be  of  age  when  the  signs  of  puberty  distinctly  show 
themselves.    (All  tribes. ) 

Bote. — They  say  that  a  boy  becomes  of  age  about  18,  and 
a  girl  about  15. 
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Question  23.-— "Who  have  the  preferential  claim  to  the  guardianship  of 
Guardianship  of  baa-    illegitimate  children — the  mother  and  her  relatives, 
t«rds.  0r  the  father  and  his  relatives  ? 

Angtcer  13. — There  are  different  degrees  of  illegitimacy. 

(2).  The  child  whose  father  is  unknown,  or  the  child  of 
an  unmarried  girl.  This  is  considered  abominable  (hardm). 
The  woman  and  child  are  expelled,  the  child  being  left  to 
the  woman's  care  and  the  father  having  no  claim.  Such 
cases  are,  owing  to  the  universal  custom  of  early  marriages, 
very  rare. 

(2)  .  The  child  of  a  kept  concubine  among  Ahirs,  Rajputs, 
and  other  tribes  which  allow  concubinage.  This  is  called 
Buraitwdl  (from  surait,  a  concubine);  and  the  father  and  his 
relatives  have  the  right  to  its  guardianship,  but  it  does  not 
inherit. 

(3)  .  The  child  of  a  widow  whom  the  father  might  marry 
by  karoo  or  nikdh.  This  is  generally  considered  legitimate 
and  inherits ;  and  the  father  is  entitled  to  its  giuirdianship. 


PART  II.-SECTION  I. 
General  Rules  of  Inheritance. 

A. —  Where  there  are  male  lineal  descendants. 

Question  1. — If  a  man  die  leaving  a  widow  or  widows,  a  son  or  sons, 

.  a  daughter  or  daughters,  brothers,  and  other  rela- 

Succession  of  .on..        tiveg^  upon  whom  win  the  inheritance  deyolve  ? 

Armoer  1. — If  there  be  a  son  or  sons,  or  their  male  lineal 
descendants  through  males,  they  will  inherit  on  the  death  of 
the  father. 

Note. — Where  the  custom  of  mdan  bat  prevails,  if  there 
be  a  childless  widow  and  sons  by  another  widow,  sometimes 
(but  rarely)  the  childless  widow  may  take  a  life-interest  in 
the  sliare  of  her  husband's  land  which  would  have  gone  to 
her  son  had  she  any. 

Question  2. — If  there  be  more  sons  than  one, 
will  they  take  equal  shares  ? 
If  the  sons  do  not  take  equal  shares,  state  upon  what  principle  the 
shares  are  regulated. 

(1)  Is  any  regard  had  to  uterine  descent  ?    Are  the  shares  in  the 

inheritance  distributed  according  to  the  number  of  mothers  ? 

(2)  Is  any  regard  had  to  the  caste  or  tribe  of  the  mother,  so  that 

the  sons  by  a  wife  of  a  high  caste,  or  of  the  same  caste  or 
tribe  with  the  father,  take  larger  shares  than  the  sons  by  the 
of  a  low  caste  or  of  a  different  caste  or  tribe  ? 
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Is  any  regard  had  to  the  ago  of  the  sons,  so  that  (1) 'the 
eldest  son,  (2)  the  youngest  son,  would  take  a  greater  or  less 
share  than  his  brethren  ? 

Answer  Where  the  sons  inherit,  and  there  are  more 
sons  than  one— 

( V)  Age. — In  no  tribe  is  any  regard  paid  to  the  age  of 
the  sons  so  that  the  eldest  or  youngest  son  should  take  more 
or  less  than  his  brothers.  As  far  as  age  is  concerned,  all 
share  equally. 

(£)  Oaste. — In  no  tribe  is  any  regard  had  to  the  caste  or 
tribe  of  the  mother,  provided  that  she  was  of  a  tribe  with 
which  marriage  is  permissible.  So  far  as  the  caste  of  the 
mother  is  concerned,  all  the  sons  share  equally. 

Note. — There  is  some  doubt  as  to  whether  the  son  of  a 
Rajput  Musalman  by  a  woman  of  another  tribe  whom  he 
has  married  by  nikdh  would  inherit  or  not.  The  Rajputs 
say  he  would  not. 

(3)  Uterine  descent. — No  regard  is  paid  to  uterine  de- 
scent. All  the  legitimate  sons,  whether  descended  from  the 
same  or  different  mothers,  take  equal  sliares  (Banya,  Dhusar, 
Taga,  Kayath,  Agrl,  Mallah,  Jat  Hindu  and  Musalman, 
Fakir,  Brahman,  Gujar,  Gaurwa,  Meo,  Khanzada,  Sayad, 
Shekh,  Mughal,  Pathdn,  Beloch,  Ahfr,  and  some  families  of 
Rajputs).  But  generally  among  the  Rajputs,  among  a  few 
families  of  Aliirs  (the  same  who  do  not  allow  the  remarriage  of 
widows),  and  a  few  villages  of  Jats,  and  here  and  there  among 
the  Meos,  Khanzadas,  and  Beloch,  the  inheritance  is  divided 
among  the  sons  according  to  the  number  of  mothers,  the  sons, 
however  few,  of  one  mother  taking  as  much  as  the  sons, 
however  many,  of  another. 

Note. — As  this  custom  of  moon  bat,  or  division  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  mothers,  is  very  rare  in  comparison 
with  the  custom  of  bhdiyon  bat,  or  division  according  to 
the  number  of  sons  without  regard  to  the  number  of 
mothers  ;  and  as  it  seems  contrary  in  a  sense  to  equity,  and 
no  reasonable  ground  can  be  assigned  for  the  anomaly,  very 
clear  proof  of  the  custom  should  be  required  before  it  is 
allowed. 

The  only  case  of  inheritance  in  which  regard  is  paid  to 
the  age  of  the  son  is  in  the  devolution  of  the  office  of  head- 
man. This  goes  strictly  in  the  eldest  branch ;  so  much  so 
that  if  the  eldest  son  of  the  deceased  headman  be  dead  or 
unfit,  it  will  go  to  his  eldest  son,  though  a  minor,  in  pre- 
ference to  his  younger  brother.     (Indeed  the  people  often 
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wish  the  childless  widow  of  a  headman  to  enjoy  the  emolu- 
ments and  hold  the  office  for  her  lifetime.) 

Question  5.-— Can  a  father  in  his  lifetime  nominate  a  particular  son 
..  as  the  fit  person  to  take  a  larger  share  than  his 

w  brethren  after  the  father's  decease. 

Answer  3. — A  father  cannot  in  his  lifetime  nominate  a 
particular  son  as  the  fit  person  to  take  a  larger  share  than 
his  brothers  after  the  father's  decease.    (All  tribes.) 

* 

Question  4. — When  an  estate  has  been  held  jointly  by  a  father  and  his 

sons,  and  is  distributed  amongst  them  upon  his 
cquiai  ion  o  bom.  decease,  are  acquisitions  made  by  the  sons  exempt 
from  distribution  ;  or  will  all  the  sons  share  in  all  the  joint  estate,  move- 
able or  immoveable,  ancestral  or  acquired,  whether  or  no  any  part  of 
such  estate  have  been  acquired  by  any  one  or  more  of  the  sons,  or  have 
devolved  upon  any  one  or  more  of  them  by  right  of  inheritance  in  the 
female  line  or  through  a  female  ? 

Anstoer  4. — When  an  estate  has  been  held  jointly  by  a 
father  and  his  sons,  and  is  distributed  amongst  them  upon 
bis  decease,  all  the  sons  share  in  all  the  joint  estate,  moveable 
or  immoveable,  ancestral  or  acquired,  without  exception 
(Brahman,  Gujar,  J  at  Hindu  and  Musalman,  a  few  Rajput 
gotsy  Mallah,  and  generally  among  Ahir,  Beloch,  Meo, 
Taga.)  The  same,  except  property  acquired  by  one  of  the 
sons  only  from  his  mother  oi  wife's  relatives,  which  is  ex- 
empt from  distribution  (Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Pathan, 
Gaurwa,  Dhusar,  Banya,  Kayath,  Fakir,  Khanzada,  gene- 
rally among;  Rajputs,  and  sometimes  among  Ahir,  Beloch, 
Meo,  Taga.) 

Note. — It  may  be  taken  as  an  almost  universal  rule  that 
on  partition  of  a  joint  family  estate  everything  is  brought 
into  partition;  the  idea  being  that  all  the  expenses  of 
equipping  a  son  having  been  paid  from  the  joint  fund,  all  his 
acquisitions  should  go  to  it,  and' the  family,  having  jointly 
borne  the  expenses  of  his  marriage,  should  jointly  share  in 
any  gifts  he  may  thereby  receive.  It  is  rather  as  a  matter 
of  favour  than  of  right  that  one  son  is  sometimes  allowed  to 
keep  what  has  been  acquired  by  him  in  a  special  manner 
without  directly  employing  the  joint  property,  or  a  gift 
made  specially  to  him  or  to  his  wife  by  persons  who  intended 
it  for  their  particular  use  rather  than  for  the  benefit  of  the 
joint  family. 

B. — Bight  of  Representation. 
Question  1. — Amongst  male  lineal  descendants.  —  Where  there  are  male 
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descendants  who  do  not  all  stand  in  the  same  degree  of  kindred  to  the 
deceased,  and  the  persons  through  whom  the  more  remote  are  descended 
from  him  are  dead,  will  the  nearer  descendants  exclude  the  more  remote ; 
or  are  the  more  remote  descendants  entitled  to  succeed  simultaneously 
with  the  nearer  descendants  ? 

Answer  1. — Where  there  are  male  descendants  who  do 
not  all  stand  in  the  same  degree  of  kindred  to  the  deceased, 
and  the  persons  through  whom  the  more  remote  are  descend- 
ed from  him  are  dead,  the  nearer  descendants  do  not  exclude 
the  more  remote  and  the  more  remote  are  entitled  to  succeed 
simultaneously  with  the  nearer  descendants.    (All  tribes.) 

Note.— Thus,  to  take  the  simplest  case,  the  son  of  a 
deceased  son  is  not  excluded  by  his  uncle. 

Question  2. — Per  capita  or  per  stirpes. — If  in  the  case  stated  in  ques- 
tion 1  the  more  remote  descendants  'succeed  simultaneously  with  the 
nearer  descendants,  how  is  the  estate  to  be  divided? 

Is  it  to  be  divided  in  equal  shares  amongst  all  the  heirs ;  or  is  it  to 
be  divided  into  such  a  number  of  equal  shares  as  may  correspond  with 
the  number  of  the  male  lineal  descendants  of  the  deceased,  who  either 
stood  in  the  nearest  degree  of  kindred  to  him  at  his  decease,  or,  having 
been  of  the  like  degree  of  kindred  to  him,  died  before  him,  leaving  male 
descendants  who  survived  him  ? 

Answer  2, — In  the  case  above  stated  the  estate  is  divided 
into  as  many  equal  shares  as  correspond  with  the  number  of 
sons  alive,  or  who,  though  dead,  have  left  male  lineal  de- 
scendants. The  share  of  each  deceased  son  so  calculated  is 
then  similarly  divided  among  his  male  lineal  descendants. 
(All  tribes.) 

Note. — This  is,  of  course,  modified  by  the  custom  of  mdon 
bat.  Where  the  sons  are  of  different  mothers,  their  shares 
are  not  necessarily  equal,  but  in  any  case,  whatever  the 
share  of  the  son  would  have  been  had  he  been  alive  goes  to 
his  male  lineal  descendants  who  represent  him.  The  divi- 
sion is  in  the  fullest  sense  per  stirpes,  and  not  per  capita. 

Question  3. — Where  there  is  no  son,  but  where  the  male  lineal 
descendants  are  all  grandsons,  or  all  great-grandsons,  will  the  estate  be 
divided  equally  amongst  all  such  grandsons  or  great-grandsons  as  the 
case  may  be ;  or  will  the  shares  be  allotted  to  the  grandsons  proportion- 
ately to  the  shares  which  the  sons  would  have  taken  had  they  been 
living,  or  to  the  great-grandsons  proportionately  to  the  shares  which  the 
grandsons  would  have  taken  had  they  survived  the  deceased  ? 

Answer  3. — Although  there  be  no  son  surviving,  and  the 
surviving  male  lineal  descendants  are  all  grandsons  or  all 
great-grandsons,  still  the  shares  are  not  divided  equally 
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among  the  grandsons  or  great-grandsons  as  the  case  may  be, 
but  are  allotted  proportionately  to  the  number  of  sons  whose 
male  lineal  descendants  survive ;  and  each  son's  share  is  simi- 
larly allotted  among  his  male  lineal  descendants.  (All  tribes.) 
Note, — In  the  fullest  sense  per  stirpes,  and  not  per  capita. 

Question  4. — Amongst  heirs  in  general. — Do  the  principles  stated  in 
tbe  replies  to  questions  1  and  2  apply  to  every  case  of  the  distribution 
of  an  inheritance;  or  is  there  any  distinction  when  collaterals  inherit; 
that  is  to  say,  does  a  son  or  grandson  always  take  the  share  his  father 
or  grandfather  would  have  taken,  if  such  father  or  grandfather  had 
survived  the  deceased,  whether  or  no  the  share  descend  lineally  or 
through  a  collateral  relative  ? 

Ansicer  4. — The  principle  of  representation  as  above  stat- 
ed applies  to  every  case  of  a  distribution  of  an  inheritance, 
whether  or  no  the  shares  descend  lineally  or  through  a  colla- 
teral relative.    (All  tribes.) 

Note. — In  the  fullest  sense  per  stirpes.  Thus,  when  a 
man  dies  childless,  and  his  property  goes  to  his  collateral 
relatives,  a  surviving  brother  does  not  exclude  a  deceased 
brother's  son. 

Question  5.— Does  the  inheritance  successively  devolve  upon  all  male 
Cessation  in  direct  hne  descendants  how  low  soever ;  or  is  there  any 
line.  degree  fixed  in  the  descending  line  within  which, 

if  there  be  no  male  lineal  descendants,  the  inheritance  will  devolve  on 
other  relatives  ? 

If  so,  state  what  the  degree  is. 

Answer  5. — The  inheritance  devolves  successively  upon 
•  all  male  lineal  descendants  through  males  how  low  soever. 
There  is  no  limit  fixed  beyond  which  it  does  not  go  in  the 
descending  line.    (All  tribes.) 

Note. — In  no  case  can  a  male  lineal  descendant  through 
males — for  instance  a  great-grandson — be  passed  over  in 
favour  of  the  widow  or  a  collateral.  Even  among  the  Hindu 
tribes  in  customs  regarding  succession  no  attention  is  paid  to 
whether  or  not  the  person  inheriting  is  the  person  whose  duty 
and  right  it  is  to  perform  the  funeral  rites,  as  stated  in  the 
Hindu  law.  That  question  is  hardly  ever  mixed  up  by  the 
people  with  the  question  of  inheritance.  In  inheritance  the 
general  rule  is  simple.  "  The  succession  goes  to  the  nearest 
agnates  or  their  representatives."  It  will  be  noted,  more 
especially  in  this  section,  that  neither  the  Hindu  nor  the 
Muhammadan  law  is  followed  in  questions  of  succession  by 
the  tribes  of  this  district. 
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C. —  Where  there  are  no  male  lineal  descendants. 
The  Widow. 

Question  1. — If  a  man  die  leaving  a  widow  or  widows,  and  either  a 
R.  .    .  daughter  or  daughters,  or  brother  or  their  de- 

ig    o  wi  ow.  scendants,  or  uncles  or  their  descendauts,  or  great- 

uncles  or  their  descendants,  but  uo  male  lineal  descendants  within  three 
generations,  upon  whom  will  the  inheritance  devolve  ? 

Answer  1. — If  there  be  no  male  lineal  descendants  through 
males,  the  widow  inherits  in  preference  to  all  others.  (All 
tribes.) 

Note. — In  a  few  families  of  Beloch,  it  seems  the  widow 
does  not  inherit,*  and  is  entitled  to  maintenance  only,  but 
this  is  the  only  exception  to  the  otherwise  universal  rule. 

Question  2. — If  the  estate  devolve  upon  the  widow,  define  her  inter- 
Nature  of  widow's  in.    est  therein.    What  rights  has  the  widow  to  alie- 
terert.  nate  by  sale,  gift,  mortgage,  or  bequest? 

(1)  Are  there  any  special  circumstances  or  expenses  under  or  on 
account  of  which  alienation  is  permissible  ?    If  so,  what  are  these? 

Is  there  any  distinction  in  respect  of  moveable  or  immoveable,  ances- 
tral or  acquired  property ;  or  in  respect  of  alienation  of  the  kindred  of 
the  deceased  husband  ? 

(2)  Supposing  alienation  to  be  permissible,  whose  consent  is  neces- 
sary to  make  it  valid? 

Answer  2. — If  the  estate  devolve  upon  the  widow,  her 
interest  is  a  life-interest  only,  but  she  is  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty for  the  time  being. 

A  widow  can  alienate  as  she  pleases  any  of  the  moveable 
property  which  has  devolved  on  her  from  her  husband. 

A  widow  can,  with  the  consent  of  her  husband's  rela- 
tives, alienate  by  sale,  gift,  or  mortgage  the  immoveable  pro- 
perty which  has  devolved  on  her  from  her  husband. 

No  distinction  is  made  between  ancestral  and  acquired 
property. 

(All  tribes.) 

Note. — The  only  matter  left  doubtful  is  the  widow's 
power  to  alienate  the  immoveable  property  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  husband's  relatives,  who  have  a  reversionary 
interest  in  it  as  next  heirs.  Only  a  few  of  the  Khdnz&das 
and  one  Rdjput  asserted  that  the  widow  has  full  power  to 
alienate  the  immoveable  property  as  she  pleases  without  con- 
sulting any  one ;  and  this  can  hardly  be  accepted.  Among 
almost  all  the  tribes  the  feeling  is  very  strong  that  the  widow 

•  This  was  vigorously  anserted  by  tbo  Belocbea  of  J  am  pur.  See  below,  page  258.— C.L.T. 
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should  not,  and  cannot,  alienate  the  immoveable  property 
without  the  consent  of  her  husband's  relatives.  Many  in- 
stances are  brought  forward  in  almost  every  tribe  in  which 
the  widow  sold  or  mortgaged  the  immoveable  property  which 
had  devolved  on  her  from  her  husband ;  and  it  is  at  least 
doubtful  whether  in  all  these  instances  the  consent  of  the 
husband's  relatives  was  obtained.  Still  more  common  is  it 
to  find  the  widow  gifting  the  land,  or  a  part  of  it,  to  her 
daughter's  son  or  husband,  and  thus  preventing  it  from  re- 
verting to  the  husband's  relatives  on  her  death.  Of  most  of 
these  numerous  instances  it  is  asserted  that  the  husband's 
relatives  agreed,  or  that  their  objection  was  wrongly  dis- 
missed by  the  court ;  and  it  is  the  almost  universal  feeling 
that,  except  in  very  special  cases,  the  widow  should  not  be 
allowed  this  liberty.  I  would  consider  it  as  the  universal 
custom,  both  among  Hindus  and  Musalmans  (for  in  no  tribe 
does  the  Muhammadan  law  on  this  matter  prevail)  that  the 
widow  cannot,  except  in  case  of  urgent  necessity,  when  her 
husband's  relatives  cannot,  or  will  not,  help  her  otherwise,  or 
when  they  agree  to  the  alienation,  sell,  mortgage,  or  give 
away  by  gift  or  bequest  any  of  the  immoveable  property 
which  has  devolved  on  her  from  her  husband. 

Question  3. — As  regards  the  right  of  a  Muhammadan  widow  to 
alienate,  is  any  distinction  taken  in  respect  of  her  legal  shares  ? 

Answer  3. — As  regards  the  right  of  a  Muhammadan  widow 
to  alienate,  no  distinction  is  taken  in  respect  of  her  legal 
shares.    (All  MusalmAn  tribes.) 

Note. — In  no  tribe  docs  a  Muhammadan  widow  take  the 
share  to  which  she  is  entitled  by  the  Muhammadan  law. 

Question  4. — If  there  be  several  widows,  do  they  take  in  equal 

shares?  Is  any  distinction  made  in  respect  of  the 
Shares  of  widows.  ^  of  „[dowa  ^  ar(J   ^   Qf  ^ 

with  their  deceased  husband  ? 

Answer  4. — If  there  be  several  widows,  they  all  take  in 
equal  shares.  No  distinction  is  made  with  reference  to  the 
family  of  the  widow.  All  with  whom  marriage  is  permis- 
sible and  who  have  been  properly  married  by  shddi,  karoo, 
or  nikdh  inherit  equally  a  life-interest.    (All  tribes.) 

Note, — It  seems  that  among  the  Musalm&n  Rajputs  none 
but  a  Rajputni  widow  takes  a  life-interest.  Even  though 
married  by  nikdh,  a  woman  of  another  tribe  seems  to  be 
looked  on  as  a  concubine  (surait) .    One  widow  is  excluded 
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by  the  son  or  son's  son  of  another  widow,  except  perhaps 
where  the  custom  of  maon  bat  (division  of  the  inheritance 
by  mothers)  prevails. 

Question  5. — Is  there  any  distinction  in  the  rights  of  widows  based 

upon  the  circumstance  whether  the  husband  were 
Exc  usion  o  wi  ow.      or  were  nofc  ag80cja^  witn  nj8  Drethren  ? 

Answer  5. — It  makes  no  difference  in  the  rights  of  a 
widow  whether  her  husband  was  associated  with  his  brothers 
or  not.  She  takes  by  representation  her  husband's  share. 
(All  tribes.) 

Note. — Here,  as  in  many  other  important  matters,  uni- 
versal custom  differs  from  what  is  accepted  as  the  Hindu,  law. 

In  all  cases  of  inheritance,  the  widow  of  a  person  who 
would,  if  alive,  have  shared,  and  who  has  died  without  sons 
or  son's  sons,  takes  a  life-interest  in  what  would  have  been 
her  husband's  share. 

Question  6. — What  is  the  effect  of  unchastity 

and  thebrema^ije.0^     UP0n  tJie  righfc  °f  a  widoW  m  «*pect  of  the  estate 


of  her  deceased  husband  ? 
In  the  case  of  widows  who  are  not  Hindus,  what  is  the  effect  of  their 
remarriage  ? 

Answer  6.  —  H  a  widow  be  proved  unchaste,  or  marry 
again,  she  loses  all  right  with  respect  to  the  estate  of  her 
deceased  husband.    (All  tribes.) 

D. — Rights  of  daughters  and  their  issue. 

Question  1. — Under  what  circumstances  are  daughters  entitled  to 

Succession  of  daucutera    'nne"fc?     Are    they  excluded   by  the  sons,  or 
accession  o   a         .        the  widow,  or  by  the  near  male  kindred,  of  the 

deceased  ?  If  they  are  excluded  by  the  near  male  kindred  is  there  any 
fixed  limit  of  relationship  within  which  such  near  kindred  must  stand 
towards  the  deceased  in  order  to  exclude  his  daughters?  If  so,  how  is 
the  limit  ascertained?  If  this  depends  on  descent  from  a  common 
ancestor,  state  within  how  many  generations  relatively  to  the  deceased 
such  common  ancestor  must  come. 

Anmcer  1. — A  daughter  is  in  no  case  entitled  to  inherit. 
She  is  excluded  by  the  widow,  or  by  the  sons,  or  by  the 
male  kindred  of  the  deceased,  related  through  males,  of  any 
degree  (Meo,  Khdnzada,  Beloch,  Pathdn,  Mughal,  Ahir,  Brah- 
man, Gu jar,  Jdt,  Gaurwa,  Rajput,  Banya,  Dhusar,  Taga, 
Agri,  Jdt  Musalman,  Kayath,  Fakir,  Malldh). 

Among  Sayads  and  Shekhs  daughters  are  excluded  by 
the  widow  or  by  male  lineal  descendants  through  males  of 
the  father. 
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Notes. — It  is  doubtful  whether  among  the  Shekhs  and 
Sayads  also  the  daughter  is  not  excluded  by  the  male 
collateral  relations  through  males.  But  no  doubt,  among  the 
Sayads  especially,  this  otherwise  universal  custom  has  been 
modified,  probably  by  the  influence  of  Muhammadan  law, 
in  favour  of  the  daughter;  but  nowhere  is  the  Muham- 
madan law  strictly  followed. 

The  general  idea  is,  that  the  daughter  has  a  right  to  be 
suitably  married — nothing  more.  Among  Hindu  tribes  and 
among  some  Musalman  tribes,  the  daughter  must  marry 
into  another  g6t,  to  which  thereafter  she  and  her  children 
belong ;  and  as  one  of  the  strongest  feelings  is  that  property 
must  not  leave  the  g6t,  she  and  her  children  have  no  right 
to  inherit  her  father's  property.  Their  rights  to  inherit  are 
confined  to  the  property  of  the  husband's  family,  to  whose 
gdt  they  belong.  It  is  by  no  means  uncommon,  however, 
especially  where  there  are  no  male  lineal  descendants  through 
males,  to  find  a  man  succeeded  by  his  daughter,  son-in-law, 
or  daughter's  son  ;  but  this  succession  does  not  seem  to  take 
place  by  right  of  inheritance.  Generally  the  father  has  in  his 
life-time  gone  through  some  form  of  gift  or  adoption  or  sale; 
and  the  male  relations  through  males  have  given  their 
express  or  tacit  consent.  Among  almost  all  tribes  there  is 
a  very  strong  feeling  that,  even  where  such  a  form  has  been 
gone  through,  the  property  should  not  leave  the  g6t>  unless 
the  nearest  agnates,  to  whom  it  would  go  by  inheritance, 
agree  to  let  it  go.  I  would  consider  this  to  be  the  almost 
universal  custom. 

Question  2. — Is  there  any  distinction  as  to  the  rights  of  daughters 
to  inherit  (1)  the  immoveable  or  aucestral,  (£)  the  moveable  or  acquired, 
property  of  their  father  ? 

Answer  2. — As  regards  the  right  of  the  daughter  to 
inherit,  no  distinction  is  made  between  the  moveable  or 
immoveable,  ancestral  or  acquired,  property  of  the  father. 
(All  tribes.) 

Note. — Naturally  the  male  relatives  are  more  ready  to 
consent  to  the  daughter's  taking  the  moveable  acquired 
property  of  the  father  than  his  immoveable  or  ancestral 
property. 

Question  3.— -Maintenance  and  marriage. 

(1)  Under  what  circumstances  are  daughters  entitled  to  be  main- 
tained out  of  the  estate  of  their  deceased  father? 

(2)  What  is  the  effect  of  (a)  marriage,  {b)  residence  in  a  strauge 
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village,  upon  the  right  of  the  daughter  to  iuherit  or  to  he  maintained  ? 

(3)  If  a  married  daughter  with  her  husband  live  with  the  father  up 
to  his  decease,  can  the  daughter  inherit? 

(4)  Can  daughters  who  are  married  and  barren,  or  widowed  and 
without  male  issue,  of  mothers  of  daughters  only,  inherit  the  lather's 
estate? 

Answer  3.— 

(1)  Unmarried  daughters  are  entitled  to  be  maintained 
out  of  the  estate  of  their  deceased  father  until  they  are 
suitably  married. 

(2)  The  right  of  the  daughter  to  be  maintained  is  lost 
by  her  marriage  or  residing  in  a  strange  village. 

(3)  It  makes  no  difference  in  the  right  of  the  daughter 
to  inherit,  whether  she  be  married  or  reside  in  a  strange 
village,  or  be  married  and  barren,  or  widowed  and  without 
male  issue,  or  mother  of  daughters  only,  or  whether  she  and 
the  husband  reside  with  the  father  up  to  his  decease. 

Note. — There  is  hardly  an  instance  in  which  a  girl  is 
not  married  sooner  or  later ;  and  it  is  her  right  to  be  suitably 
married. 

As  a  general  rule,  in  no  case  is  a  daughter  entitled  to 
inherit ;  but  there  is  more  chance  of  a  daughter's  succeeding 
with  the  tacit  or  express  consent  of  the  father's  relatives 
if  she  live  with  her  father  and  have  a  son. 

Question  4. — What  is  the  nature  of  the  interest  taken  by  a  daughter 
Nnture  of  daugbtm*    in  the  property  she  inherits?     Define  her  rights 
interest.  of  alienation,  if  any,  by  sale,  gift,  mortgage,  or 

bequest. 

Answer  4. — "When  a  daughter  is  allowed  to  succeed, 
whether  by  tacit  consent,  by  gift,  or  in  any  other  wray,  her 
interest  is  more  than  a  life-interest,  and,  in  fact,  seems  almost 
equivalent  to  that  of  a  male  owner,  subject,  however,  to  the 
control  of  her  husband.  The  land  does  not  on  her  death  lapse 
to  her  father's  relatives,  but  descends  to  her  sons. 

Question  5. — After  daughters,  do  daughters' 
g        istue.  song  8UCCee(j  ? 

If  so,  is  the  property  equally  divided  amongst  all  the  sons  of  several 
daughters;  or  are  the  shares  proportioned  to  the  number  of  daughters 
who  leave  sons  ? 

Answer  5.— Daughters'  sons  are  not  entitled  to  inherit. 
(All  tribes,  except  Sayads  and  Shekhs). 

Failing  daughters,  daughters'  sons  succeed,  taking  by 


r 
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representation  shares  proportioned  to  the  number  of  daugh- 
ters who  have  sons  (Say ads  and  Shekhs). 

Note. — As  with  daughters,  so  with  daughters'  sons.  Al- 
though never  entitled  to  inherit,  they  are  often  permitted  to 
succeed  their  maternal  grandfather  by  gift  or  by  simple  con- 
sent of  the  heirs.  The  custom  of  allowing  land  to  go  to 
a  daughter's  son  in  default  of  a  son  is  increasing.  Here, 
too,  the  custom  of  representation  generally  prevails,  but  not 
universally,  as  the  succession  is  rather  by  consent  than  of 
right. 

E. — Other  Relative*. 
I.— Parents. 

Question  1. — When  a  man  dies  leaving  no  male  lineal  descendants, 

no  widow,  and  no  daughters  or  daughters'  sous, 
Mother  and  fat  cr.       u^QU    WU0Q1    wm    tue   jnueritance  successively 

devolve? 

Anstcer  1. — Failing  male  lineal  descendants  through 
males  and  widows,  in  all  tribes  except  Sayads  and  Shekhs, 
the  inheritance  devolves  successively  on  the  following 
relatives : — 

(a)  Where  the  custom  of  bhdiyon  bat  prevails  (see  In- 
heritance, answer  2)— 

(1)  the  father;  (2)  the  brothers  and  their  male  lineal 
descendants  through  males,  and  their  widows, 
if  sonless ; 

(3)  the  mother ;  (4)  the  father's  father ; 

(5)  the  paternal  uncles  and  their  male  lineal  descendants 

through  males ; 

(6)  the  father's  mother ;  (7)  the  father's  paternal  uncles 

and  their  male  lineal  descendants  through  males, 
&c,  &c., — to  the  male  agnates  only. 

(b)  Where  the  custom  of  moon  bat  prevails  (see  Inherit- 
ance, answer  2) — 

(1)  the  father ;  (2)  the  full-brothers  and  their  male  lineal 
descendants  through  males,  and  their  widows,  if 
sonless ; 

(3)  the  mother ;  (4)  the  step-brothers  and  their  male 
lineal  descendants  tluough  males,  and  their 
widows,  if  sonless ; 

(5)  the  step-mother ;  (6)  the  father's  father ;  (7)  the 
paternal  uncles  and  their  male  lineal  descendants 
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through  males,  &c.,  &c.,  in  the  same  way — to  male 
agnates  only. 

Among  the  Sayads  and  Shekhs  there  is  no  clear  custom, 
save  that  the  brothers  and  their  male  lineal 
descendants  take,  and,  failing  them,  probably 
the  sisters  and  their  descendants  (but  this  is 
doubtful). 

Note. — It  will  be  observed  that  the  order  of  succession 
is  quite  consistent  throughout,  only  the  male  agnates  taking 
in  full  possession,  the  widow  of  any  one  who  would,  if  alive, 
have  had  a  share,  taking  that  share  for  life,  before  it  goes  to 
a  higher  generation,  and  the  person  of  a  higher  generation 
taking  it  before  it  goes  through  him  to  persons  of  the  same 
or  a  lower  generation.  It  should  be  particularly  noticed 
that,  in  all  cases,  the  sonless  widow  of  a  person  who  would, 
if  alive,  have  shared,  takes  a  life-interest  in  what  her  hus- 
band's share  would  have  been.  Thus,  a  grandson's  widow 
would  take  a  life-interest  in  an  equal  share  with  the  other 
grandsons  by  the  same  son,  and,  if  there  were  no  other  lineal 
descendant,  would  take  a  life-interest  in  the  whole  property 
before  it  went  to  the  brothers. 

Question  2. — When  the  estate  devolves  upon  the  mother  of  the 
Mother's  interest        deceased,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  interest  she 

acquires?  Define  her  powers  of  alienation.  On 
the  death  of  the  mother,  will  the  property  devolve  on  the  heirs  of  the 
Bon  or  on  her  heirs? 

Answer  2. — When  the  estate  devolves  on  the  mother  of 
the  deceased,  she  takes  only  a  life-interest,  and  has  the  same 
powers  that  the  widow  has. 

After  the  mother's  death,  the  estate  devolves  on  the  heirs 
of  the  son,  not  on  her  heirs. 

(All  tribes.) 

II.— Brothers  and  their  issue. 
Question  1. — "When  the  property  devolves  on  brethren,  what,  if  any, 

Effects  of  association.      reSard  .'8  J»id    W    to.utcrine  descent     (2)  to 

association?     Do    uterine    associated  brethren 

exclude  all  others  ? 

In  what  order  succeed — 

(i)  unassociated  brethren  of  the  whole  blood ; 

(ii)  associated  brethren  of  the  half-blood ; 

(iii)  uuassociated  brethren  of  the  half-blood ; 

If  a  man  die  leaving  a  uteriue  brother  separated  and  a  half-brother 
associated,  how  will  these  two  inherit  ? 
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Answer  1. — In  the  distribution  of  the  immoveable  pro- 
perty, no  regard  is  paid  to  the  fact  of  association  or  non- 
association.    (All  tribes.) 

Where  the  custom  of  m&on  bat  prevails,  the  full-brothers 
exclude  the  half-brothers  from  succession  to  the  immoveable 

Eroperty.    Where  the  custom  of  bhdiyon  bat  prevails,  full- 
rothers  and  half-brothers  share  alike  in  the  immoveable 
property.    (Probably  all  tribes.) 

Question  2. — When  a  man  dies  leaving  associated  brethren  or  an- 
associated  brethren,  and  the  property  devolves  on  his  brethren,  have  the 
associated  brethren  any  preferential  claim  to  acquired  property,  move- 
able or  immoveable,  or  to  ancestral  moveable  property  ? 

Answer  2. — When  the  property  devolves  on  the  brothers, 
no  distinction  is  made  between  ancestral  and  acquired  pro- 
perty;  but  the  associated  brothers,  whether  of  the  same 
mother  or  not,  take  all  the  moveable  property.  (Probably 
all  tribes.) 

Note—  There  is  some  doubt  whether  among  the  Brah- 
mans,  Gaurwas,  Sayads,  Shckhs,  Pathans,  and  Mughals, 
the  associated  brother  would  exclude  the  unassociated 
from  a  share  in  the  moveable  property.  His  sharing  or  not 
sharing  seems  partly  to  depend  on  whether  or  not  he  paid 
a  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  funeral  feast  (kdj).  No  doubt 
the  court  would  take  into  consideration  the  circumstances 
of  the  previous  partition,  and  would  consider  acquired 
immoveable  property  as  similar  to  moveable  property. 

Question  3. — In  default  of  brethren,  does  the  property  devolve  upon 

„  L,   .  .  their  sous  ? 

Brother's  issue. 

Answer  3. — In  default  of  brothers,  the  property  devolves 
on  their  sons  or  male  lineal  descendants  through  males,  the 
sons  of  a  deceased  brother  taking  by  representation  along 
with  the  surviving  brothers.    (All  tribes.) 

HI. — Sisters  and  their  issub. 

Question  1.— Does  the  property  ever  devolve  upon  sisters,  or  upon 
sisters'  sons  ?    If  upon  sisters'  sons,  how  are  their  shares  computed? 

Answer  1. — Sisters  and  their  sons  are  in  no  case  entitled 
to  inherit.    (All  tribes.) 

Note. — Perhaps,  following  the  analogy  of  the  daughter's 
case,  among  the  Shekhs  and  Sayads,  the  sister  or  sister's 
son  might  have  a  right  to  inherit  in  the  absence  of  male 
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descendants  through  males  of  the  same  grandfather ;  hut  in 
no  case  is  the  Muhammadan  law  of  sharer  and  residuary  as 
regards  the  sister  acted  on. 

See  note  on  "  daughter."  Generally  speaking,  neither  has 
any  right  to  inherit ;  but  the  consent  of  the  heirs  (agnates)  to 
the  succession  of  the  daughter  or  daughter's  son  is  more 
likely  than  in  that  of  the  sister  or  sister's  son. 

IV.— Tub  Husband. 

Question  1. — Where  a  wife  dies  holding  property  in  her  own  right, 
is  the  husband  entitled  to  such  property,  or  any  part  of  it  ? 

Answer  1. — When  a  wife  dies  holding  property  in  her 
own  right,  the  husband  succeeds  in  default  of  sons  or  sons' 
sons  (Meo,  Beloch,  Mughal,  Pathan,  Brahman,  Giijar,  Jat, 
Banya,  Dhusar,  Kayath,  Mallah,  Jat  Musalmdn,  Taga, 
Fakir). 

The  husband  succeeds  in  default  of  issue,  whether  male 
or  female  (Shekhs  and  Sayads). 

The  husband  succeeds  (Ahlr,  KMnzdda,  Rajput,  and 
Gaurwa). 

Note. — The  husband  takes  either  all  or  none  at  all.  He 
never  takes  a  share  only  as  prescribed  in  the  Muhammadan 
law. 

V.— Thb  Stepson. 

Question  1. — Can  the  son  by  a  former  marriage  of  a  woman  who 
Inheritance  contracts  a  second  marriage  inherit  from  (1)  his 

natural  father,  (2)  his  stepfalher?  If  from 
his  stepfather,  is  his  share  equal  to,  or  less  than,  that  of  his  stepfather's 
own  sons  ? 

Anmoer  1. — The  son  by  a  former  marriage  of  a  woman 
who  contracts  a  second  marriage  is  entitled  to  inherit  from 
his  natural  father.  He  has  no  right  to  inherit  from  his 
•tepfather.    (All  tribes  having  any  custom  on  the  point.) 

Question  2. — Is  any  distinction  taken  as  regards  the  stepson,  (i)  if  he 
be  not  born  till  after  the  second  marriage  of  his  mother  ;  (ii)  if  the  step- 
father in  his  lifetime  assign  him  a  share  by  deed  ? 

Answer  2. — No  distinction  is  made  in  the  stepson's  right 
to  inherit  whether  or  not  he  be  born  before  the  second  mar- 
riage of  his  mother,  and  whether  or  not  the  stepfather  assign 
to  him  in  his  lifetime  a  share  by  deed.  (All  tribes  having 
any  custom  on  the  point.) 

D 
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Question  5.— Are  stepsons  entitled  to  be  maintained  by  their 
Maintenance.  father  ?    If  M>  tiU  what  ? 

* 

Answer  3. — Stepsons  are  entitled  to  be  maintained  by 
their  stepfather  until  able  to  maintain  themselves.  (All 
tribes.) 

Note. — Although  the  stepson,  not  being  an  agnate  of 
his  stepfather,  has  no  right  to  inherit  his  property,  there  are 
instances  in  which,  by  consent  of  the  agnatic  heirs  in  defer- 
ence to  the  wishes  of  the  stepfather,  the  stepson  has  been 
allowed  to  take  a  share  generally  less  than,  but  sometimes 
equal  to,  the  share  he  would  have  taken  had  he  been  a 
natural  son.  I  consider  that  the  agnatic  heirs  have  the  right 
to  forbid  this  as  regards  the  immoveable  property  ;  but  the 
stepson  has  a  better  chance  of  being  allowed  to  keep  a  share 
if  the  stepfather  has  by  gift  during  his  lifetime  put  him  in 
possession.  Generally  the  stepson  is  expelled  by  the  sons 
after  the  stepfather's  death. 

F.—  Where  there  are  no  Relatives. 

Question  1. — Enumerate  in  tbe  order  of  their  succession  the  persons 
0rder  of  Lj_       entitled  to  the  estate  of  a  man  who  dies  intestate 


leaving  no  relations. 

Answer  1. — No  instance  known  of  a  man's  having  died 
leaving  no  relatives.    (All  tribes.) 

Note.—  The  members  of  village  communities  are  always 
so  closely  interrelated,  and  are  so  particular  about  their  pedi- 
grees, that  it  is  hardly  conceivable  that  a  man  should  not  be 
able  to  trace  his  relatives.  The  general  rule  is  that  the  heirs 
are  the  nearest  male  agnates,  however  remote.  These  must 
necessarily  be  of  the  same  g6t  with  the  deceased.  In  a  case, 
however,  in  which  a  man  had  received  land  from  his  father- 
in-law  or  maternal  grandfather  in  a  village  different  from  his 
own,  it  would  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  ideas  of  the 
people  that  the  land  should  revert  to  the  original  got  and  go 
to  the  village  than  that  it  should  go  to  a  distant  relative  of 
the  last  possessor  in  another  village.  Such  cases,  however, 
are  rare,  and  there  is  no  custom. 

G. — Ascetic*. 

Question  1. — If  a  person  voluntarily  retires  from  the  world  and 
Civil  death  of  ascetic*     becomes  a  member  of  a  religious  order,  what  is 


the  effect  upon  (i)  his  right  to  retain  his  property, 
(ii)  his  right  to  property  acquired  by  inheritance  ?  Upon  whom  will 
devolve  property  which  he  would  have  iuhcrited  if  he  had  not  retired 

fom  the  world? 
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Answer  1. — If  a  person  voluntarily  retires  from  the  world 
and  becomes  a  member  of  a  religious  order,  the  effect  upon 
the  rights  to  retain,  and  acquire  by  inheritance,  property  is 
exactly  as  if  he  had  died.  He  cannot  retain  his  property, 
which  goes  to  his  heirs  as  if  he  had  died.  He  cannot  acquire 
property  by  inheritance.  It  will  go  to  the  person  to  whom 
it  would  have  gone  if  he  had  died.  (All  tribes,  whether 
Hindu  or  Musalman,  whose  members  become  ascetics.) 

Note. — When  a  man  becomes  a  religious  ascetic,  he 
becomes  civilly  dead.  Indeed,  sometimes  his  wife  is  treated 
like  a  widow,  and  marries  again.  Some  say  that  if  an  asce- 
tic before  breaking  his  caste  returns  to  the  world,  he  can 
take  again  his  civil  rights  as  if  he  had  never  gone. 

Chart  showing  the  general  order  of  inheritance  where  the  custom  of  bhaiyon 

 14  Father*,  mother 


0.  Jrother. 


11. 


1*.  Father*,  brother*!  i 


1. 

2.  Bon'eeon. 


7.  Brother*,  ion.     13.  Father*  brother*.  «cn*.  aon  (how  low  soever) . 

I 

8.  Brother',  wn'i  .on  (how  low  soever) . 


8.  Son*,  ton*,  ton 
(how  low  soever). 


r 


Note, — This  holds  for  both  Hindus  and  Musalm&ns,  except 
perhaps  Shekhs  and  Sayads.  Where  there  are  two  of  one 
class,  they  share  equally,  and  the  right  of  representation 
prevails  to  the  fullest  extent.  No  heir  excludes  the  agnatic 
descendant  or  the  widow  of  another  heir  of  the  same  class. 

Chart  showing  the  general  order  of  inheritance  where  the  custom  of  maon  bat 

prevails. 

14  Father',  father  18.  Father*,  i 


13.  Father*,  wife. 


I 


16.  Father*,  brother. 


I 


1- 


10.  Half-brother.   Deceated.   wife.  *.  8.  Fnll-brother.  18.  Father*,  brother* ■  son. 


11.  Half-brother',  .on. 


I 


a«JL—    a  J 


7.  Full  brother*. 


17.  Fathor*.  brother*,  md'i  ton 
(how  low  soever). 


(how  low  soever). 


3.  Son 


8.  Full-brMher*.  aon'.  .on 
(how  low  soever). 


i*.  aon*.  Mn  (how 
low  soever). 
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See  note  above.  A  woman  succeeds  only  when  she  is  a 
widow  and  there  is  no  agnatic  descendant  or  widow  of  an 
agnatic  descendant  of  her  husband.  She  takes  a  life-interest 
only,  and  excludes  for  her  lifetime  the  collateral  or  ascending 
agnatic  heirs  of  her  husband. 

No  regard  is  paid  to  the  fact  of  who  offers  oblations  to 
whom,  and  who  performs  whose  funeral  obsequies.    All  that  > 
is  thought  of  is  agnatic  relationship. 


PART  II.— SECTION  IL 

Adoption. 
A.— Who  may  adopt. 

Question  1. — Is  it  necessary  that  the  adopter  should  be  destitute  of 

a  son,  a  sou's  son,  aud  a  son's  graudsou  ?    Is  a 
A  option  j  ma  vs.      daughter's  son  a  bar  to  the  right  of  adoption  ? 

Answer  1. — If  a  man  have  a  son,  or  a  son's  son,  or  a  son's 
son's  son,  he  cannot  adopt. 

A  daughter's  son  is  no  bar  to  the  right  of  adoption.  (All 
tribes  which  have  the  custom  of  adoption.) 

Note. — The  following  tribes  do  not  seem  to  have  the  cus- 
tom of  adoption  : — Beloch,  Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Pathan, 
Musalmdn  Gaurwa,  Fakir. 

Question  2. — May  a  man  adopt  who  has  male  issue,  if  such  issue  be 
disqualified  by  any  legal  impediment  (such  as  loss  of  caste)  from  per- 
forming the  exequial  rites? 

Answer  2. — A  man  who  has  male  issue  may  adopt  if  such 
u  sue  be  outcaste  or  a  leper,  an  idiot,  an  ascetic,  or  not  heard 
of  for  a  long  time.    (Seemingly  all  castes  which  adopt.) 

Note. — Little  regard  is  paid  to  whether  or  no  the  son  is 
capable  of  performing  exequial  rites.  They  think  more  of 
his  ability  to  work  and  support  his  father  or  mother. 

Question  3. — Can  a  man  who  had  already  adopted  a  son  adopt  auothcr 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  first  ? 

Answer  3—  A  man  who  has  already  adopted  a  son  can- 
not adopt  another  during  the  lifetime  of  the  first.  (All  tribes 
which  adopt.) 

Question  4. — Can  the  following  persons  adopt 

(1)  a  bachelor; 

(2)  a  man  blind,  impotent,  or  lame  ; 
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(8)  a  widower ; 

(4)  an  ascetic  who  has  reuounced  the  world  ? 


Atiswer  4. — (1)  A  bachelor,  (2)  a  man  blind,  impotent, 
or  lame,  (3)  a  widower,  can  adopt.  An  ascetic  who  has 
renounced  the  world  cannot  adopt.   (All  tribes  which  adopt.) 

.  Note. — The  Brahmans  say  a  man  impotent  from  his 
birth,  who  could  never  hope  for  offspring,  cannot  adopt ;  but 
this  is  not  certain.  An  ascetic  can  adopt  a  pupil  (chela),  who 
stands  to  him  something;  like  a  son.  Perhaps  an  ascetic's 
wife  can  adopt  a  son  for  him  as  if  he  were  dead. 

Question  5. — Can  a  woman  adopt  ?  State  whether  it  is  necessary  to 

the  validity  of  an  adoption  by  a  widow  that  she 
option  y  em  es.     ghould  adopt  with  the  permission,  written  or  verbal, 
of  her  deceased  husband,  or  with  the  consent  of  his  kindred. 

Answer  5. — A  woman  cannot  adopt  in  her  husband's 
lifetime. 

A  widow  can,  without  the  permission,  written  or  verbal, 
of  her  deceased  husband,  adopt  any  one  she  pleases  of  her 
husband's  male  relatives  related  through  males. 

She  cannot  adopt  any  one  else  without  the  consent  of  her 
husband's  male  relatives  related  through  males. 

(AU  tribes  which  adopt,  except  tliat  the  K&yaths,  Jat 
Musalman,  and  Mallah  say  the  widow  must  either  have  her 
husband's  express  permission  to  adopt,  or  the  consent  of  her 
husband's  male  relatives.) 

The  Dhiisars  say  the  husband's  relatives  are  either  bound 
to  supply  the  widow  with  a  son,  or  to  allow  her  to  adopt  a 
daughter's  son  or  other  relative  through  a  female. 

Question  6. —  In  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  son  adopted  by  a  widow 


without  permission  of  her  husband  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer  6. — A  widow  can,  without  permission  of  her  hus- 
band, adopt  a  second  son  if  the  son's  first  adopted  have  died 
unmarried  or  have  left  no  son,  son's  son,  or  widow.  (All 
tribes  which  adopt,  so  far  as  any  custom  can  be  discovered.) 

Note. — The  son's  son  or  widow  would  be  entitled  to 
succeed,  and  would  bar  the  second  adoption ;  or  the  son's 
widow  could  adopt. 


with  the  sanction  of  her  husband 


the  widow  adopt  another  person 


B.—  Who  may  be  adopted. 

Question  2.— May  a  man  give  in  adoption — 

(1)  his  only  son ; 
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.  (2)  bis  eldest  son ; 

VNhomaybegxm,         (3)  his  brother  ? 

Answer  1. — A  man  may  give  in  adoption  (1)  his  only  son, 
(2)  bis  eldest  son,  (3)  or  his  brother  (Ahlr,  perhaps 
Khanz&da). 

Note. — But  his  only  son  he  can  give  only  to  his  brother 
or  brother's  widow,  or  some  near  relative ;  and  in  that  case 
the  son  generally  succeeds  to  the  property  of  both  (Ahlr). 

A  man  may  give  in  adoption  his  eldest  son,  or  his  brother, 
but  not  his  only  son  (Meo,  Brahman,  Gujar,  Jat,  Gaurwa, 
Banya). 

A  man  may  give  in  adoption  his  brother,  but  not  his  only 
son  or  his  eldest  son  (Rajput,  Taga,  Dhusar,  Kayath, 
Mallah). 

Question       Must  the  person  adopted  be  of  less  than  any  specific 

age  ?  If  so,  up  to  what  age  may  a  person  be 
adopted?  Can  a  person  be  adopted  after  tousure 
or  investiture  with  the  sacred  cord  in  his  own  family  ? 

Answer  2. — There  is  no  limit  of  age  beyond  which  a  per- 
son cannot  bo  adopted.  The  ceremony  of  tonsure  or  investi- 
ture with  the  sacred  cord,  or  even  marriage  and  the  birth 
of  a  son,  is  no  bar  to  adoption,  i.e.,  a  man  may  be  adopted 
even  after  he  has  married  and  had  children.  (Seemingly 
all  tribes  which  adopt.) 

Note. — Generally  among  Brdhmans  investiture  with  the 
sacred  thread  (janeu)  takes  place  at  the  same  time  as 
marriage — about  the  age  of  8  to  12.  A  man  may  be  adopted 
after  this. 

Question  3. — Is  there  any  rule  by  which  it  is  required  that  the  person 

adopted  should  be  related  to  the  person  adopting  ; 
eationg  ip.         jj.  go^  wkat  j^u^  may  be  adopted?  Is  any 

preference  required  to  be  shown  to  particular  relatives  ?  If  so,  enumer- 
ate them  in  order  of  preference.  Is  it  necessary  that  the  adopted  son 
and  his  adoptive  father  should  be  (1)  of  the  same  caste  or  tribe,  (2)  of 
the  same  g6t  ? 

Ansioer  3. — The  person  adopted  should  be  of  the  same 
family  with  the  adopter  or  the  adopting  widow's  husband. 
A  preference  is  shown  to  the  husband's  elder  brother's  son  or 
descendants,  then  to  his  younger  brother's  son  or  descendants  ; 
failing  them,  to  the  more  distant  male  relatives  related 
through  males.  The  adopted  person  should  be  of  a  lower 
generation  tlian  the  person  adopting  (whether  one  or  two 
generations  lower) .    The  person  adopted  must  be  of  the  same 
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caste  with  the  adopter,  and  (except  in  the  case  of  adoption 
of  a  daughter  or  sister's  son)  of  the  same  gdt  with  the 
adopter  or  the  adopting  widow's  hushand.  (R&jput,  Banya, 
Dhusar,  K&yath,  Taga,  Musalman,  Jdt,  Agri.) 

The  same,  except  that  the  descendants  of  the  husband's 
elder  brother  hare  no  prior  claim,  as  compared  with  those  of 
the  husband's  younger  brother.  The  adopter  may  choose 
from  either.    (AMr,  Meo,  Br&hman,  Gtfjar,  Jdt,  Gaurwa.) 

Note. — When  a  widow  adopts,  she  is  supposed  to  be 
adopting  a  son  to  her  husband,  and  it  is  the  relationship  to 
him  that  is  thought  of.  The  adopted  person  is  called  the  son 
of  the  widow's  husband,  and  succeeds  to  his  property.  It  is 
most  usual  to  adopt  the  husband's  brother's  son. 

Question  4. — Is  there  any  rule  prohibiting  the  adoption  of  the  son  of 
a  woman  whom  the  adopter  could  not  have  married,  such  as  his  sister's 
son  or  his  daughter's  son. 

Answer  4, — There  is  no  rule  prohibiting  the  adoption  of 
the  son  of  a  woman  whom  the  adopter  could  not  have  married. 

A  man  may,  with  the  consent  of  his  male  kindred  related 
through  males,  adopt  his  sister's  son  or  daughter's  son.  A 
widow  may,  with  the  consent  of  her  husband's  agnates,  adopt 
for  her  husband  his  sister's  son  or  daughter's  son.  (All  tribes 
which  adopt.) 

Note. — The  disqualification  is  not  looked  at  in  the  way 
put  in  the  question.  The  reason  for  objecting  to  the  adop- 
tion of  a  sister  or  daughter's  son  is  that  he  is  related  through 
a  female,  and  is  of  another  got ;  he  is  not  one  of  the  agnates. 

There  is  a  very  strong  feeling  against  allowing  land  to 
pass  into  another  gdt ;  and  it  is  only  when  the  husband's 
near  agnates  give  their  consent,  or  when  there  are  none,  that 
a  sister's  son  or  daughter's  son  may  be  adopted.  Many  assert 
that  in  no  case  can  such  an  adoption  take  place ;  but  in  most 
tribes  there  are  instances  to  the  contrary. 

C. —  With  what  formalities. 

Question  1. — Are  any  formalities  necessary  to  constitute  a  valid 

adoption?    If  so,  describe  them.    State  expressly 
whether  the  omission  of  any  customary  ceremo- 
nies will  vitiate  the  adoption. 

Answer  1. — The  only  important  ceremony  common  to  all 
is  the  handing  over  of  the  adopted  son  by  his  father  or 
guardian  to  the  adopter  before  the  assembled  kindred,  with 
some  words  implying  that  henceforth  the  adopter  and  adopted 
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arc  to  consider  each  other  as  father  (or  mother)  and  son. 
The  kindred  arc  generally  feasted ;  and  rejoicings  are  made  as 
when  a  son  is  horn.  If  the  son  is  a  small  child,  he  is  placed 
in  the  lap  (god)  of  the  adopter.  (Hence  god  lend  =  to  adopt 
=  to  take  into  the  lap.)    (All  tribes  which  adopt.) 

Note. — No  doubt,  even  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  any 
ceremony,  adoption  would  be  presumed  from  a  long-continued 
relation  between  the  parties  implying  adoption. 


Question  2. — Do  yon  distinguish  between  the  dattaka  and 

Dattaka  and  kritrima  forms  of  adoption  ?    If  so,  what  is  the  difference 

term*.  between  them ,  and  what  are  the  formalities  ap- 
propriate to  each  ? 

Answer  2. — The  distinction  between  the  dattaka  and 
kritrima  forms  of  adoption  is  not  known.  The  usual  form 
seems  to  be  similar  to  the  kritrima  form  of  the  Hindu  law. 
The  only  traces  of  the  krita  form  are  among  the  Banyas, 
where,  if  the  adopter  cannot  get  a  son  among  the  male  rela- 
tives, he  can  buy  a  son  of  his  own  g6t,  announcing  the  fact 
to  his  relatives.  An  instance  of  this  is  also  found  among  the 
Meos.  Among  the  Ahirs  are  traces  of  the  dwy&mushdyana 
form. 

J). —The  effects  of  adoption. 

Question  1. — Docs  an  adopted  son  retain  his  right  to  inherit  from  his 
Inheritance  from  na.    natural  father  ?    Can  he  inherit  from  his  natur- 
tural  father.  al  father  if  the  natural  lather  die  without  other 

sous. 

Anmcer  1. — An  adopted  son  loses  his  right  to  inherit  as 
son  from  his  natural  father.  If  the  natural  father  dies  with- 
out other  sons,  the  adopted  son  can  only  inherit  as  the  son  of 
his  adoptive  father.  (Rajput,  Khanztida,  Meo,  Brahman, 
Gujar,  J&t,  Gaurwa,  Dhusar,  Banya,  Kayath.) 

Among  the  Ahirs,  and  perhaps  Tagas,  if  the  natural 
father  die  without  other  sons,  the  adopted  son  can  inherit 
from  his  natural  father. 

Note. — But  probably  only  where  there  are  no  near  rela- 
tives to  dispute  his  right. 

Question  2. — Describe  the  rights  of  an  adopted  son  to  inherit  from 
Inheritance  from  ad-    his  adoptive  lather?    What  is  the  effect  of  the 
optivc  father.  subsequent  birth  of  natural  legitimate  sons  to  the 

adoptive  father?  Will  the  adopted  sons  take  equal  shares  with  them? 
If  natural  legitimate  sous  be  born  subsequently  to  the  adoption  where 
the  chundavand  system  of  inheritance  prevails,  how  will  the  share  of  the 
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adopted  son,  if  any,  be  computed?  Can  an  adopted  son  whose  tribe 
differs  from  that  of  the  adopted  father  inherit  from  him  ? 

Answer  2. — An  adopted  son  cannot  be  of  a  different  tribe 
from  that  of  the  adoptive  father.  He  inherits  from  his 
adoptive  father  exactly  as  if  he  were  a  natural  son,  and  shares 
as  a  son  with  natural  legitimate  sons  subsequently  born  to  the 
adoptive  father,  taking  an  equal  share  with  them  where  the 
bhdiyon  bat  system  of  inheritance  prevails,  and  where  the 
custom  of  inheritance  is  mdon  bat,  taking  as  the  son  of  the 
wife  in  whose  lap  he  is  placed,  that  is  (where  there  are  two) 
the  elder  wife.    (All  tribes  which  adopt.) 

Note. — Another  effect  of  adoption  is  that  the  adopted  son, 
if  of  a  different  gdt  (as  when  he  is  a  sister  or  daughter's  son), 
assumes  the  got  of  the  adoptive  father,  with  its  prohibited 
degrees  of  marriage,  but  probably  the  old  prohibited  degrees 
remain  in  force  for  him. 

E.—Ghar  Janwdi. 

Question, — "When  a  son-in-law  leaving  his  own  family  takes  np  his 
residence  permanently  with  his  father-in-law  as  gharjanwai,  what  will  be 
the  effect  on  the  rights  of  such  son-in-law  to  inherit  (1)  from  his  father, 
(2)  from  his  father-in-law? 

Answer. — A  son-in-law  by  living  with  his  father-in-law 
neither  loses  any  right  to  inherit  from  his  own  father,  nor 
gains  any  right  to  inherit  from  his  father-in-law.  (All  tribes 
which  adopt.) 

Note. — Although  the  son-in-law  is  in  no  case  entitled  to 
inherit  (being  of  another  gdt),  he  is  sometimes  allowed  to  take 
by  consent  of  the  agnates ;  and  this  consent  is  more  likely  if 
the  son-in-law  live  with  the  father-in-law  and  there  be  no 
other  near  relative. 


PART  II.-SECTION  in. 
Special  Property  op  Females. 

There  is  nowhere  any  clear  custom  by  which  certain  pro- 
perty is  considered  as  the  special  and  peculiar  property  of  a 
woman,  subject  in  a  peculiar  way  to  her  absolute  control  and 
following  special  rules  of  inheritance.  Among  the  Rajputs, 
Tagas,  Fakirs,  and  Kayaths,  whatever  property  a  wife  may 
receive,  even  from  her  father,  becomes  the  absolute  property 
of  her  husband.  Among  the  Brahmans,  Gujars,  Jats,  and 
Gaurwas  some  little  difference  is  made  with  regard  to  onla- 


ys 
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ments,  &c.,  given  to  a  wife  by  her  father  and  his  family. 
The  husband  has  full  control  over  his  wife's  as  over  his  own 
property.  There  is  no  special  rule  of  succession  with  regard 
to  such  property.    The  sons  or  husband  succeed. 

Among  the  Banyas  and  Dhusars,  and  perhaps  to  some 
extent  among  the  other  tribes,  gifts  made  to  a  wife  by  her 
father  or  his  relatives,  or  property  acquired  by  herself,  are 
considered  more  or  less  at  the  disposal  of  the  wife  ;  and  her 
husband  does  not  make  use  of  it,  except  in  case  of  necessity, 
or  with  his  wife's  consent.  She  can  dispose  of  it  as  she 
pleases,  so  long  as  the  disposal  is  not  improper. 

When  land,  by  gift  from  the  father  or  consent  of  the 
agnates,  devolves  on  the  daughter,  it  goes  on  her  death  to 
her  sons  or  husband,  and,  failing  them,  probably  to  her 
father's  agnates.  But  if  she  leaves  a  daughter  only,  the  ag- 
nates are  the  more  likely  to  consent  to  its  going  to  a  woman 
that  it  has  gone  to  a  woman  before. 


PART  IT.— SECTION  IV. 
Bastardy. 

Question  1. — Where  a  marriage  has  taken  place  between  parties 
Where  marriage  bat    whose  marriage,  either  by  reason  of  relationship 
taken  place.  or  previous  marriage,  or  difference  of  caste,  or  any 

other  ground,  was  not  permissible,  will  the  offspring  of  such  marriage 
be  considered  legitimate  or  illegitimate  ? 

Answer  1. — Where  a  marriage  has  taken  place  between 
parties  whose  marriage  by  reason  of  difference  of  caste  was 
not  permissible,  the  marriage  is  void,  and  the  offspring  illegi- 
timate. 

Where  it  is  discovered  after  marriage  that  the  parties 
were  too  closely  related  through  the  g6l%  of  their  ancestors, 
the  marriage  still  holds  good,  and  the  offspring  are  legiti- 
mate. 

(All  tribes  having  any  instances.) 

Previous  marriage  of  the  woman  with  another  man  still 
alive  does  not  necessarily  make  the  offspring  illegitimate 
(Jats). 

Notes. — When  a  man  of  a  Hindu  tribe  or  a  Musalmanized 
Hindu  takes  into  his  house  a  woman  of  a  low  caste,  such  as 
a  Chamar  or  Bhangl,  or  is  deceived  into  marrying  such  a 
woman  by  her  being  put  forward  as  a  woman  of  his  own 
caste,  he  is,  on  the  fact  being  discovered,  made  to  turn  her 
out,  and  her  children  do  not  inherit. 
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Usually  so  much  care  is  taken  in  comparing  the  gdta  of 
the  parties,  that  a  mistake  can  hardly  be  made ;  but  some  of 
the  tribes  are  not  very  particular  about  the  distant  gots. 
Probably  a  marriage  by  nikdh  of  persons  related  within  the 
degree  prohibited  by  the  Muhammadan  law  would  be  void, 
and  the  children  illegitimate. 

The  Jats  say  that  if  a  married  woman  ran  away  and  lived 
with  another  Jat  and  bore  him  children,  they  would  be  his 
legitimate  children,  even  although  the  woman  was  found  and 
taken  away  by  her  former  husband. 

Question  2. — "Where  a  lawful  marriage  has  taken  place,  and  a  child 
is  born  so  soon  after  marriage  that  the  presumption  is  that  it  must  have 
been  conceived  before  marriage,  is  such  child  considered  legitimate ;  or  is 
any  period  laid  down  before  which  the  child  would  be  Considered  illegiti- 
mate and  after  which  legitimate  ? 

• 

Atmoer  2. — There  is  no  distinct  custom  as  to  the  period 
which  must  have  elapsed  after  marriage  to  raise  the  presump- 
tion of  a  child's  legitimacy. 

Note. — Most  of  them  say  six  months  must  have  elapsed, 
the  idea  evidently  being  that  the  child  must  be  begotten  in 
wedlock ;  and  surely  to  decide  this  question,  science  would 
be  believed  rather  than  the  vague  ideas  of  ignorant  peasants. 

Among  tribes  which  allow  kardo,  very  often  the  kardo 
does  not  take  place  until  the  woman  is  pregnant ;  and  if  her 
deceased  husband's  brother  at  any  time  admit  the  child  to 
be  his,  this  is  enough  to  establish  its  legitimacy.  If  the 
kardo  takes  place  with  a  stranger,  a  sufficient  time  must 
have  elapsed  to  afford  the  presumption  that  the  child  was 
begotten  in  wedlock. 

Question  3. — Where  a  lawful  marriage  has  taken  place,  and  a  child 
is  born  after  the  death  of  the  husband  or  after  divorce,  is  any  period  laid 
down  up  to  which  the  child  is  considered  legitimate  and  after  which 
illegitimate  ? 

Answer  3. — There  is  no  distinct  custom  as  to  the  period 
within  which  a  child  must  be  born  after  the  death  of  the 
husband  or  after  divorce  to  be  presumed  legitimate. 

Note.— Here,  too,  surely  science  would  be  called  in  to 
decide  whether  the  child  could  have  been  begotten  in  wed- 
lock. Some  give  an  instance  of  a  woman's  remaining  preg- 
nant for  four  years. 

Question   4.— State  generally  what  are  the  rights  of  illegitimate 
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Inheritance  of  bast-  children  to  inherit  the  property  of  their  natural 
•rd«.  father,  noticing  the  following  points  : 

(i)  Will  the  sons  of  a  slave-girl  {kanizak)  inherit?  Tf  so,  will  they 
take  equal  shares  with  the  legitimate  son  ?  If  they  take  less  shares 
specify  the  shares. 

(ii)  Have  the  sons  of  a  slave-girl  or  illegitimate  son  any  hctter  title 
to  succeed  where  there  are  no  legitimate  sons? 

(iii)  Do  you  distinguish,  for  purposes  of  inheritance,  hetween  the 
sons  of  a  purchased  concubine  and  the  sons  of  a  serving  woman  who 
was  not  purchased  ? 

(iv)  Do  you  distinguish,  for  purposes  of  inheritance,  between  ille- 
gitimate sons  by  a  woman  with  whom  marriage  was  lawful  and  illegiti- 
mate sons  by  a  woman  with  whom  marriage  was  unlawful  ? 

Answer  4. — Illegitimate  children  have  in  no  ease  any 
right  to  inherit.    (All  tribes.) 

Note. — Slave-girls  {kanizak  or  laundi)  are  kept  in  the 
houses  of  some  Rajputs,  Alurs,  and  Sayads.  Among  Hin- 
dus their  sons  never  inherit.  Among  Musalmans,  if  the 
mother  have  been  married  by  nikdh,  the  children  are  legiti- 
mate, and  inherit ;  but  the  Rajput  Musalmans  say  that,  even 
in  such  a  case,  the  children  are  only  suraitwdl  or  ghuldm, 
and  do  not  inherit.  Although  not  forbidden,  they  are  not 
considered  fully  legitimate.  Rare  instances  may  be  found 
in  which,  in  the  absence  of  any  near  agnates  to  object,  an 
illegitimate  son  succeeded.  The  Sayads  say  that  the  sons 
of  a  concubine  owned  by  the  father  are  legitimate,  even 
without  nikdh,  and  share ;  but  this  is  doubtful. 

Question  5. — Are  illegitimate  children,  who  do  not  inherit,  entitled 
Maintenance  of  bast-    to  maintenance  as  against  the  heirs  of  their  de- 
arth, ceased  father? 

Answer  5 — Illegitimate  children  by  a  recognised  concu- 
bine (suraitwdl)  are  entitled  to  maintenance  as  against  the 
heirs  of  their  deceased  father  (Rajputs,  Ahirs). 

Other  illegitimate  children  are  not  entitled  to  mainten- 
ance as  against  the  heirs  of  their  deceased  father.  (All  tribes 
having  any  custom.) 

Note. — Among  Rajputs  sometimes  a  suraitwdl  is  given 
enough  land  to  live  by,  but  he  cannot  alienate  it.  ILis 
right  is  milkiyat  mahduda — strictly  limited. 

The  usual  answer  to  this  question  is  kamdo  khdo,  i.e.,  if 
the  illegitimate  son  work  for  his  living,  he  gets  it ;  otherwise 
he  is  turned  out. 

Question  6. — Are  sons  the  offspring  of  a  marriage  by  the  karewa 
Sons  by  karewa  mar-    form  entitled  to  inherit  equally  with  sons  the  off- 

spring  of  a  regular  marriage  ? 
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Answer  6. — Sons  the  offspring  of  a  kardo  marriage  arc 
entitled  to  inherit  equally  with  sons  the  offspring  of  a  regu- 
ar  marriage  (shad*).    (All  tribes  allowing  kardo). 


PART  II.-SECTION  V. 
Wills  and  Legacies. 

There  is  no  general  custom  by  which  a  proprietor  makes 
a  disposition  of  his  property  to  take  effect  after  his  death. 
(All  tribes.) 

Note. — A  few  instances  may  be  found,  especially  of  late 
years,  and  chiefly  among  the  Sayads,  Ahirs,  Meos  and  Jdts,  in 
which  an  attempt  has  been  made,  by  word  of  mouth  or  in 
writing,  to  regulate  the  disposition  of  the  property  after 
death ;  but  it  is  doubtful  to  what  extent  these  dispositions 
would  hold  if  disputed,  and  they  are  certainly  contrary  to 
general  custom.  Sometimes,  especially  perhaps  among  the 
Phusars  and  Banyas,  a  proprietor  does  on  his  death-bed  give 
some  directions  about  his  property  ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  say 
whether  these  are  of  the  nature  of  legacies  or  deathbed  gifts, 
and  to  what  extent  the  heirs  are  considered  bound  by  them. 
It  seems  clear  that  the  proprietor  cannot,  without  the  con- 
sent of  his  near  heirs,  deprive  them  of  an  unreasonably  largo 
portion  of  the  immoveable  property,  or  perhaps  of  the  ances- 
tral moveable  property,  by  any  such  disposition. 


PABT  II. — SECTION  VI. 
Gifts. 
A. — Gifts  described. 

Question. — State  the  facts  necessary  to  constitute  a  valid  gift.  Can 
a  gift  be  conditional  or  implied  ? 

Is  delivery  of  possession  essential?  Must  the  gift  be  made  in 
writing? 

Answer. — A  gift  need  not  be  made  in  writing.  Probably, 
to  constitute  a  valid  gift,  delivery  of  possession  is  essential, 
and  the  gift  must  not  be  conditional  or  implied ;  but  these 
distinctions  are  too  refined  to  be  brought  clearly  out  by 
custom.  The  Dhusars  and  Banyas  say  that  delivery  of 
possession  is  not  necessary,  nor  need  the  gift  be  uncondi- 
tional. Even  without  these,  if  there  bo  no  fraud,  a  gift  is 
valid.    (All  tribes.) 
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Note. — Generally  a  gift  is  neither  conditional  nor  implied, 
and  is  made  by  delivery  of  possession.  In  the  case  of  land, 
mutation  of  names  in  the  register  is  considered  almost  equiva- 
lent to  delivery  of  possession.  A  gift  of  land,  unless  it  bo 
a  few  bighas  given  in  charity  or  for  religious  purposes,  is 
now-a-days  generally  accompanied  by  a  deed  in  writing. 

Among  Hindus  a  gift  is  made  as  follows  by  the  ceremony 
called  aankalp,  which  is  used  in  giving  land  for  religious 
purposes,  or  a  feast,  or  other  offering  to  Brahmans,  or  in 
giving  away  a  daughter  in  marriage.  Before  the  assembled 
Brahmans  and  brotherhood  the  giver  takes  a  copper  coin 
(paisd)  and  a  little  barley  (jau)  in  his  hand,  and  a  Brah- 
man pours  some  water  over  them.  Then  the  giver  places 
these  in  the  hands  of  a  Brahman,  saying,  "  I  have  given  two 
bighas  of  land"  (or  "  101  oxen,"  or  "  the  food  of  so  many 
Brahmans")  "as  an  offering  to  Krishn,"  or  as  the  case 
may  be. 

B.—Dealh-bed  Gifts. 

Question  1. — Are  there  any  special  rules  relating  to  death-bed  gifts  ? 
Can  a  man  who  is  suffering  from  a  death  disease  make  a  gift  to  his  rela- 
tions, male  or  female,  or  in  charity  ?  If  so,  can  such  gift  affect  the 
whole  or  a  part  only  of  his  property  ?  If  a  part  only,  how  much  ?  If 
some  heirs  consent  and  some  dissent,  is  the  gift  good  ?  If  so,  to  what 
extent? 

Answer  1. — There  are  no  special  rules  relating  to  death- 
bed gifts.    (All  tribes). 

There  are  no  instances  or  customs  showing  that  death-bed 
gifts  are  considered  different  from  gifts  in  other  circum- 
stances. 

C— Gifts  to  Relative*. 

Question  i.— Can  a  father  make  a  gift  to  his  daughter  by  way  of 
Dow  dowry  {dahez)  out  of  his  property,  moveable  or 

immoveable,  ancestral  or  acquired,  whether  or  no 
there  be  (1)  sons,  or  (2)  near  kindred ;  and  whether  or  no  the  sons  or 
near  kindred,  as  the  case  may  be,  consent  ? 

Answer  1. — A  father  cannot,  without  the  consent  of  the 
sons  and  near  male  kindred  related  through  males,  make  a 
gift  out  of  his  immoveable  property,  ancestral  or  acquired, 
by  way  of  dowry  (dahez)  to  his  daughter ;  but  he  can,  with- 
out the  consent  of  his  sons  or  near  kindred,  make  such  a 
gift  out  of  his  moveable  property,  ancestral  or  acquired. 
(All  tribes.) 
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Question  2. — If  the  custom  of  making  dowries  to  daughters  obtaius, 
state  upon  whom  the  right  of  inheritance  to  the  property  subject  to  a 
gift  of  this  nature  successively  devolves  ? 

Answer  2. — There  is  no  special  rule  of  inheritance  for 
property  of  this  nature.  The  husband  and  his  heirs  succeed 
to  it.    (All  tribes.) 

Question  3. — Define  also  the  power  of  the  daughter  or  of  her  1ms- 
baud  over  such  property  as  regards  (1)  control,  (2)  alienation. 

Answer  3. — The  husband,  or  rather  the  husband's  father, 
has  full  control  over  the  dowry,  which  becomes  at  once  his 
property.    (All  tribes.) 

Among  the  Ahirs  and  Meos,  and  perhaps  among  other 
tribes,  sometimes  regard  is  paid  to  the  daughter's  wishes  in 
the  disposal  of  such  property ;  but  the  husband's  father  or 
the  husband  has  full  control. 

Question  4. — Can  a  father  make  a  gift  of  the  whole  or  any  specific 
Consent  of  near  kind-    share  of  his  property,  moveable  or  immoveable, 
red.  ancestral  or  acquired,  to  his  daughter  otherwise 

than  as  her  dowry ;  to  his  daughter's  son  ;  to  bis  eister  or  her  sons ;  or 
to  his  son-in-law  ?  Is  his  power  in  this  respect  altered  if  he  have  (1) 
sous,  (2)  near  kindred  and  no  sons?  If  the  consent  of  the  near  kiudrcd 
is  essential  to  such  gifts,  state  the  degree  of  kiudred  towards  them  in 
which  the  persons  must  stand  by  whom  such  gifts  can  be  prohibited. 

Answer  4. — A  father  cannot,  without  the  consent  of  his 
sons  or  near  kindred  (males  related  through  males)  make  a 
gift  of  any  part  of  his  immoveable  property,  ancestral  or 
acquired,  to  his  daughter,  daughter's  son,  or  any  other  rela- 
tive related  through  a  female.  He  can,  without  restriction, 
and  without  the  consent  of  the  sons  or  near  kindred,  make 
a  gift  to  any  of  those  relatives  out  of  his  moveable  property 
ancestral  or  acquired.  (All  tribes  having  any  clear  cus- 
tom). 

Note. — There  is  great  confusion  between  gifts  and  inhe- 
ritance and  (to  some  extent)  sale.  The  fact  seems  to  be 
that,  according  to  strict  old  custom,  the  father  has  no  power 
to  alienate  the  immoveable  property  from  the  male  to  the 
female  line,  i.e.,  out  of  the  g6t.  But  natural  affection,  es- 
pecially where  there  were  no  sons,  sought  ways  in  which  to 
avoid  this  strict  rule.  Sometimes,  with  the  consent  of  the 
male  relatives,  the  daughter  or  daughter's  son  took  the  inherit- 
ance after  the  death  of  the  father,  or  he  in  his  lifetime  went 
through  the  form  of  a  gift,  which  did  not  fully  take  effect 
till  after  his  death  (this  resembles  a  will) ;  or  a  sale  was  no- 
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minally  effected  in  favour  of  the  son-in-law,  or  the  daughter's 
son  was  adopted.  Hence  it  is  difficult  to  make  out  whether 
the  instances  are  those  of  sale,  gift,  inheritance,  wills,  or 
adoption ;  but  it  seems  clear  that  they  should  not  take  effect 
against  the  will  of  the  agnates. 

There  is  a  tendency,  shown  in  some  tribes  more  particu- 
larly, to  allow  the  father  a  greater  power  of  gift.  Thus,  the 
Banyas  say  that,  if  a  sonless  father's  share  be  separate  or  ac- 
quired by  himself,  he  can  give  out  of  that  without  consent 
of  his  brothers. 

Question  5. — Will  the  power  of  the  father  to  make  the  gifts  de- 

a.     ,  .         scribed  in  question  4  be  affected  by  the  custom  of 

ghar  janwat ;  that  is,  if  his  son-in-law  and  daughter 
live  with  him  ?  If  so,  explain  in  what  way  ?  Can  any  relative  prohi- 
bit a  gift  of  property  of  any  description  to  a  son-in-law  resident  with 
his  father-in-law,  to  a  married  daughter  resident  with  her  father,  or  to 
the  children  of  such  persons  ?  Will  the  rights  of  the  son-iu-law  as 
against  the  estate  of  his  natural  father  affect  his  capacity  to  receive  a 
gift  from  his  father-in-law?  If  the  son-in-law  be  put  in  possession  of 
such  a  gift,  and  his  wife  die,  will  he  forfeit  the  gift  ou  remarriage  ? 

Answer  5. — The  power  of  the  father  to  make  such  a  gift 
is  not  affected  by  his  having  his  son-in-law  and  daughter 
living  with  him. 

The  rights  of  the  son-in-law  as  against  the  estate  of  his 
natural  father  do  not  affect  his  capacity  to  receive  a  gift 
from  his  father-in-law. 

If  the  son-in-law  be  put  in  possession  of  such  a  gift,  and 
his  wife  die,  he  will  not  forfeit  the  gift  on  remarriage.  As 
regards  the  power  of  the  father  to  make  a  gift  to  a  son-in- 
law  resident  with  him,  to  a  married  daughter  resident  with 
him,  or  to  the  children  of  such  persons,  see  last  answer. 

(All  tribes.) 

Note. — A  relative  is  less  likely  to  object  to  a  gift  on  im- 
moveable property  to  a  son-in-law  if  he  be  resident  with  the 
father-in-law,  but  the  mere  fact  of  residence  does  not  affect 
his  right. 

Question  6. — Is  entire  relinquishment  by  the  donor  essential  to  the 

„  „  completion  of  a  gift  of  property  of  any  description 

Rehnqtnahtncnt.  (1)  ^  &  ^  ^  &  husbaudj  (2)  by  „  fath(jr  to 

minor  child  ? 

Answer  6. — There  is  no  clear  custom  as  to  whether  entire 
relinquishment  by  the  donor  is  essential  to  the  completion 
of  a  gift  of  property  of  any  description  (1)  by  a  wife  to  a 
husband,  (2)  by  a  father  to  his  minor  child.    (All  tribes.) 
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Note. — The  question  could  hardly  ever  arise.  A  wife  has 
no  property  which  is  not  already  in  her  husband's  control ; 
and  the  property  of  a  minor  child  would  not  be  considered 
as  his,  apart  from  the  father. 

D.— Gifts  to  Strangers. 

Question  1. — Give  the  rules  regarding  the  power  of  a  proprietor  to 
make  gifts  of  his  property,  moveable  or  immoveable,  ancestral  or  acquired, 
to  persons  who  are  not  related  to  him,  or  in  charity.  Is  the  consent  of 
the  sons,  if  such  there  be,  or  of  the  near  relatives,  necessary  ?  If  of  the 
near  relatives,  who  are  considered  such?  How  does  (I)  the  absence  of 
sous,  (2)  the  circumstance  that  the  property  is  divided,  a  licet  the  power 
of  the  proprietor  to  make  such  gifts? 

Answer  1. — A  proprietor  can,  without  the  consent  of  his 
sons  or  near  relatives,  make  a  gift  to  persons  who  are  not 
related  to  him,  or  in  charity,  of  any  part  of  his  moveable 
property,  ancestral  or  acquired,  whether  or  no  there  be  sons 
alive,  and  whether  the  property  be  divided  or  not. 

A  proprietor  cannot,  without  the  consent  of  his  sons  or 
near  male  kindred  related  through  males,  make  a  gift  of  any 
part  of  his  immoveable  property,  ancestral  or  acquired,  whe- 
ther it  be  divided  or  not. 

(All  tribes  having  any  clear  custom,  and  probably  all 
others.) 

Note. — There  is  no  clear  custom  as  to  the  near  male 
kindred  who  are  entitled  to  prohibit  a  gift  of  immoveable 
property.  Generally  only  a  bigha  or  two  of  land  is  given 
for  some  religious  purpose  to  a  stranger ;  and  no  one  thinks 
of  objecting.  Probably  the  sons  or  near  male  kindred  could 
prohibit  an  unreasonably  large  gift  of  the  moveable  property 
to  a  stranger* 

A  dholi  is  a  gift  of  land  for  religious  purposes,  and  can- 
not bo  revoked ;  but,  sometimes,  the  person  to  whom  it  is 
given  may  be  changed,  if  he  does  not  preform  properly  the 
religious  service  for  which  it  was  given. 

A  bhonda  is  not  a  gift  properly  so  called.  A  Brahman 
or  other  servant  is  allowed  to  occupy  land,  rent  and  revenue 
free,  in  consideration  of  service  performed.  Such  land  can 
be  taken  back  at  the  pleasure  of  the  donor  or  his  heirs. 

M, —  Gifts  of  joint  property. 

Question  1. —  P  •  you  observe  the  rules  of  the  Muharamadan  law 
Miuhaa.  vrith  regard  to  MusAaa  ?    Is  the  gift  of  an  undi- 

vided part  of  a  thing  valid,  if  such  thing  admits 
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of  partition  consistently  with  the  preservation  of  all  the  uses  which 
might  be  made  of  it  before  partition  ? 

Answer  1. — The  rules  of  Muhammadan  law  with  regard 
to  mushaa  are  not  known ;  and  there  is  no  clear  custom  as 
to  whether  the  gift  of  an  undivided  part  of  a  thing  is  valid. 
(All  trihes.) 

Note.— No  doubt,  if  the  other  sharers  agreed,  the  gift  of 
an  undivided  part  of  a  thing  would  be  valid,  and  if  they  did 
not  agree,  invalid. 

Question  2. — Can  a  co-sharer  in  joint  property  make  a  gift  of  his 
Gift  of  shares         share  w^tnoufc  tne  couseut  of  the  other  co-sharers  ? 

Answer  2. — A  co-sharer  in  joint  "property  cannot  make  a 
gift  of  his  share  without  the  consent  of  the  other  co-sharers. 
(All  tribes  having  any  clear  custom,  and  probably  all  other 
tribes  also.) 

Note. — A  co-sharer  cannot  even  make  a  gift  of  the  com- 
mon moveable  property,  such  as  an  ox,  without  the  consent 
of  the  other  co-sharrrs,  though  it  be  less  than  his  own  share. 
We  must  obtain  division  first.  Shekhs  and  Sayads  say  that 
he  need  not  get  division  first ;  but  probably  they  are  wrong. 

Question  3. — If  a  gift,  whether  of  divided  or  of  undivided  village 

land,  be  made  to  a  person  who  is  not  a  member  of 
l»0ilan°d  UndiVidCd  VU"    the  village  community  where  the  land  is  situate, 
'  '  will  such  gift  carry  with  it  the  right  to  share 

proportionately  (1)  in  the  sAamilat,  (2)  in  the  miscellaneous  village 
income? 

Answer  3. — If  a  gift,  whether  of  divided  or  undivided 
village  land,  be  made  to  a  person  who  is  not  a  member  of 
the  village  community  where  the  land  is  situate,  such  gift, 
in  the  absence  of  express  conditions,  will  carry  with  it  the 
right  to  share  proportionately  (1)  in  the  shamilat,  and  (2)  in 
the  miscellaneous  village  income,  if  it  be  made  as  the  gift 
of  the  whole  land  of  the  giver,  or  a  definite  share  of 
it ;  but  not  if  it  be  made  as  a  gift  of  a  certain  defined 
area  of  land,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  a  gift  of  land  for 
charitable  or  religious  purposes.  (All  tribes  having  any 
custom.) 

Note.— For  instance,  if  a  man  gifts  half  his  land  to  his 
daughter's  son,  the  gift  carries  with  it  a  share  in  the  village 
common  land  and  common  income ;  but  not  if  he  gifts  two 
bigahs  to  a  shrine. 
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F.-~Revocation. 

Question  1. — State  under  what  circumstances  a  gift  is  revocable, 
.  and  under  what  circumstances  irrevocable ;  specify 

tionBhip!"011  *     re  "    particularly  the  effect  (1)  of  possession  on  the  part 

of  the  donee,  (£)  of  relationship  between  the  donee 

and  donor. 

Ansioer  1.— A  gift  cannot  be  revoked  after  having  been 
once  made,  whether  or  no  the  donee  be  a  relation  of  the 
donor.  As  a  general  rule,  the  gift  is  not  valid  until  posses- 
sion has  been  given ;  when  given,  it  cannot  be  revoked.  (All 
tribes.) 

G  .         .  ....     -       Question  2. — Is  a  gift  revoked  by  the  subsequent 

child  birth  of  children  to  the  donor  ? 

Answer  2.— A  gift  once  made  is  not  revoked  by  the  (sub- 
sequent birth  of  children  to  the  donor.    (All  tribes.) 


PAET  H. — SECTION  VII. 
Partition. 

JL-rPwiition  of  lauds  held  in  joint  ownership,  other  than  common  village 

land. 

I. — Where  thb  ancestral  sdrvives. 

Question  1. — Whose  coDsent  is  requisite  to  the  partition  of  a  joint- 
ConditioM  holding?    Define  the  conditions  under  which  such 

a  partition  can  take  place.  Is  it  necessary  that 
the  wife  or  wives  of  the  proprietor  should  be  past  child-bearing?  If  so, 
to  what  description  of  property  does  this  restriction  apply  ? 

Answer  1.— The  proprietor  can,  during  his  lifetime, 
whether  his  wife  be  past  child-bearing  or  not,  distribute  the 
joint-holding  as  he  pleases ;  but  the  distribution,  if  unequal, 
will  not  necessarily  hold  after  his  death.    (All  tribes.) 

Note. — Where  the  partition  made  by  the  father  was  in- 
tended to  be  equal,  it  will  generally  hold  after  his  death. 

CUimb      »  Question  2.— Are  the  sons  entitled  to  claim 

partition  as  a  matter  of  right  ? 

Answer  2. — During  the  father's  lifetime  the  sons  cannot, 
as  a  matter  of  right,  claim  partition,  whether  of  ancestral  or 
acquired  property.    (All  tribes.) 

Jsote.— They  say  that,  if  the  father  change  his  religion, 
become  an  outcaste,  or  adopt  a  religious  life,  it  is  the  same 
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as  if  he  had  died.  But  probably  the  courts  would,  except  in 
the  latter  case,  take  a  different  view. 

Question  3. — Can  the  father  exclude  one  or  more  eons  from  their 
it-m«-i  j^w:™      shares,  or  otherwise  make  an  unequal  distribution  ? 

Lnequal  distribution.       T.        ...  ..  ^        .  A. 

If  so,  is  there  any  distinction  as  regards  the  move- 
able or  immoveable,  ancestral  or  acquired,  property  of  the  father  ? 

Answer  3. — A  father  can  in  his  lifetime  make  any  distri- 
bution he  pleases  of  his  property,  moveable  or  immoveable, 
ancestral  or  acquired,  jand  even  exclude  one  or  more  sons 
from  their  shares.  But,  on  his  death,  all  the  sons  become 
entitled  to  share  the  immoveable  property  according  to  the 
rules  of  inheritance.    (All  tribes.) 

Note. — That  is,  the  sons  will  share  the  immoveable  pro- 
perty equally,  if  the  custom  of  inheritance  be  bhdiyon  bat, 
and  by  mothers  if  it  be  moon  bat.  If  the  distribution  made 
by  the  father  be  a  fair  one,  it  is  generally  allowed  to  stand ; 
and  more  regard  is  paid  to  the  equality  of  shares  in  the  land 
than  in  the  moveable  property. 

Shares  of  wives  Question  4. — Are  the  wives,  whether  childless  or 

otherwise,  entitled  to  shares  at  partition? 

Answer  4. — A  wife,  whether  childless  or  otherwise,  is  not 
entitled  to  share  at  partition.    (All  tribes.) 


Shares  reserved  by  Question  5. — How  many  shares  may  a  father 
father.  reserve  to  himself  at  partition  ? 

Ansicer  5. — A  father  may  at  partition  reserve  to  himself 
as  many  shares  as  he  pleases.    (All  tribes.) 

Note. — Usually  the  father  remains  joint  with  one  son,  or 
keeps  one  share  to  himself. 

Subsequent  birth  of  Question  6. — What  is  the  effect  of  the  birth  of 
son.  a  son  after  partition  ? 

Does  such  birth  entitle  the  father  to  cancel  the  partition  ?  If  the 
father  have  reserved  one  or  more  shares  for  himself,  will  such  shares 
devolve  exclusively  on  the  son  born  after  partition  ? 

Answer*  6. — If  a  son  be  born  after  partition,  the  father 
may  cancel  the  former  partition  in  favour  of  the  new-born 
son,  or  may  give  him  his  share  out  of  the  portion  he  has 
reserved  for  himself.  In  any  case  the  son  born  after  partition 
is  entitled  to  as  much  of  the  whole  estate  as  if  he  had  been 
born  before,  and  to  no  more.  He  does  not  inherit  the  whole 
of  the  portion  reserved  by  the  father,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
sons  born  before  partition.    (All  tribes.) 
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II.  Among  tre  heirs  after  succbsbion. 

Question  1. — Can  any  one  of  the  persons  upon  whom  the  estate  de- 
wlm  Mn     n         volves,  irrespectively  of  the  sex  of  such  person,  or 

of  the  relationship  in  which  such  person  stood  to 
the  deceased,  claim  partition  as  a  matter  of  right  ? 

State  particularly  whether  the  widow,  or  sister,  or  unmarried  daugh- 
ter can  claim  partition.  Does  the  right  of  the  widow  to  claim  partition 
depend  upon  her  being  childless  or  otherwise  ? 

Answer  1. — Any  one  of  the  persons  upon  whom  the  estate 
devolves,  irrespectively  of  the  sex  of  such  person,  or  of  the 
relationship  in  which  such  person  stood  to  the  deceased,  can 
claim  partition  as  a  matter  of  right. 

The  widow,  whether  childless  or  not,  the  sister  or  un- 
married daughter,  can  claim  partition  of  her  share,  if  any. 
(All  tribes.) 

Question  2. — If  partition  be  made,  can  the  widow  claim  a  share?  If 

.    ,  .  so,  what  share ;  and  on  whom  will  it  devolve  after 

Bight  of  widow.       her  deftth  ? 

Answer  2. — A  widow,  having  sons  or  sons'  sons,  inherits 
no  share,  and  does  not  receive  any  in  case  of  partition.  If 
she  have  no  son  or  son's  son,  she  takes  a  life-interest  in  her 
husband's  share,  and  can  claim  that  share  in  partition  :  on 
her  death  it  goes  to  her  husband's  heirs. 

Note. — A  sonless  widow  always  takes  her  husband's  share 
by  representation. 

Question  3. — Must  property  of  the  following  descriptions  be  brought 
Sobject  of  partition.      into .  partition,-moveable  immoveable,  ancestral, 

acquired,  recovered,  nuptial  present,  inherited  from 
the  maternal  grandfather,  inherited  from  the  father-in-law? 

If  acquired  or  recovered  property  is  brought  into  partition,  does  the 
person  who  made  the  acquisition  or  recovery  get  any  compensation  ?  If 
so,  in  what  way  ? 

Answer  3. — All  property  of  whatever  description,  move- 
able or  immoveable,  ancestral  or  acquired,  must  be  brought 
into  partition  (Brahmans,  Gujars,  Jats,  some  Rajputs). 

The  same,  except  property  acquired  by  one  oi*  the  sharers 
from  his  mother's  or  wife's  relatives,  which  is  exempt  from 
partition  (Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Pathan,  Gaurwa,  Beloch). 

All,  except  property  acquired  by  one  of  the  sharers  from 
his  wife's  father  and  relatives  (Khanzada,  Meo,  most  Rajputs). 

All  ancestral  property,  moveable  or  immoveable,  must  be 
brought  into  partition.  All  property  acquired  while  living 
jointly  must  be  brought  into  partition. 
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Property,  moveable  or  immoveable,  acquired  by  one  sharer 
separately,  is  exempt  from  partition.  So  are  jewels  or  orna- 
ments given  to  one  son's  wife  by  her  own  relatives.  (Ahlr.) 

Note. — Usually,  even  where  jewels  are  taken  into  ac- 
count in  the  partition,  the  actual  jewels  are  not  distributed, 
but  left  with  the  holder,  and  allowed  for  in  the  partition.  As 
a  general  rule,  each  case  appears  to  be  decided  on  its  own 
merits  on  equitable  principles.  If  a  member  of  the  family 
living  separate  claims  a  share  of  the  moveable  property, 
he  should  bring  in  his  own  acquired  property. 

C— Effect  of  partition  by  the  father  on  inheritance. 

Question  1.— Has  a  son  who  remains  associated  with  his  father  after 
Reserved  share.        partition  to  the  remaining  sons,  the  right  to  ex- 
clude them  from  inheriting  the  share  or  shares 
reserved  by  the  father  ? 

Answer  L — A  son  who  remains  associated  with  his  father 
after  partition  to  the  remaining  sons  cannot  exclude  them 
from  inheriting  the  share  or  shares  reserved  by  the  father. 
(All  tribes.) 

Note. — Generally,  if  the  distribution  made  by  the  father 
was  meant  to  be  fair  and  final,  a  new  distribution  will  not 
be  made  on  his  death.  The  immoveable  property,  if  distri- 
buted unequally,  will  almost  always  be  redistributed  ;  and 
the  separated  sons  have  a  right  to  demand  this.  The  distri- 
bution of  the  moveable  property,  though  made  unequally,  is 
more  likely  to  remain  good. 

Question  2. — Will  acquisitions  made  by  a  father  after  partition 
Acquisition  of  father     devolve  equally  on  all  the  sons,  whether  or  no  one 
09   1  'or  more  sons  have  remained  associated  with  him 

and  whether  or  no  such  acquisitions  have  been  made  with  the  share  or 
shares  of  the  associated  son  or  sons? 

Answer  2. — Generally  acquisitions  made  by  the  father 
after  partition  devolve  on  all  the  sons,  whether  or  no  one  or 
more  sons  have  remained  associated  with  him,  a  share  being 
first  deducted  for  the  associated  son  in  proportion  to  his 
share  employed  in  the  acquisition.    (All  tribes.) 

Note. — Each  case  would  be  decided  as  seemed  fair  in  the 
special  circumstances. 

Question  3. — If  a  son  remain  associated  with  his  father  after  parti- 
„  .    .      ...        tion  to  the  remaining  sons,  and  if  such  son  die 

Heir  of  associated  son.    -  n  ■   ■  .... 


childless,  can  the  remaining  sons  claim  his  estate 
in  the  father's  life-time,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  father  ? 
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Answer  3. — If  an  associated  son  die  childless,  the  remain- 
ing sons  cannot  claim  his  estate  in  the  father's  lifetime. 
The  father  has  full  power  over  it.    (All  tribes.) 

J.  WILSON, 
Assistant  Settlement  Officer. 

GURGAON  ; 

The  17th  July  1879. 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT. 


CHAPTER  I.— The  Agricultural  Distress  and  its  Causes. 


1.  THE  beginning  of  the  present  agricultural  distress  in  theGur- 
Introduction  gaon  district  dates  from  the  autumn  of  1877. 

Up  to  the  middle  of  that  year,  although  there 
were  here  and  there  villages  which  had  suffered  from  unfavourable 
seasons  or  high  assessments,  the  condition  of  the  district  as  a  whole 
was  unusually  prosperous.  There  had  been  no  serious  drought  for 
eight  years,  and  for  at  least  five  years  the  harvests  had  been,  almost 
without  exception,  up  to  or  above  the  average.  The  district  had 
enjoyed  for  35  years  an  assessment  which  towards  the  end  of  the 
term  had,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  tracts  and  individual  villages, 
become  a  light  one  owing  to  the  rise  in  prices  and  the  development 
of  resources.  There  had  been  no  serious  mortality  of  men  or 
cattle  for  some  years  ;  and  in  population,  extent  of  cultivation  and 
irrigation,  number  of  cattle,  and  amount  of  accumulated  capital,  the 
district  was  probably  richer  then  than  it  had  ever  been  before.  In 
order  to  explain  how  this  unusual  prosperity  has  in  the  short  space 
of  six  years  given  place  to  great  and  general  distress,  it  is  necessary 
to  give  the  history  of  the  seasons  somewhat  fully. 

2.  (See  §  7.)    As  the  cultivation  of  the  district  is  to  a  large  ex- 

xtaiafall  tent  eitner  directly  or  indirectly  dependent  upon 

the  local  rainfall,  it  is  important  that  the  avail- 
able statistics  on  the  subject  should  be  recorded  as  fully  and  discussed 
as  thoroughly  as  possible,  more  especially  as  doubts  have  been 
expressed  as  to  the  accuracy  of  those  given  in  the  Report.  The 
following  figures  give  the  annual  fall  at  each  of  the  five  tahsHs  of  the 
district  as  stated  in  the  Panjdb  Gazette  for  the  last  eighteen  years. 
The  rough  way  in  which  these  measurements  are  taken  makes  it 
impossible  to  consider  thera  wholly  accurate,  but  so  far  as  my 
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experience  of  the  district  goes,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
figures  approximately  represent  the  actual  rainfall  of  the  year  at 
each  tahsi'l.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  trustworthy  figures  as  to  the 
rainfall  of  years  previous  to  18O5. 

Annual  Rainfall  at  each  Tahsll  (in  incites). 


YEAR. 

Gurgion. 

Rewart. 

Palwal. 

Nuh. 

Firorpur. 

1865-66 

292 

269 

18  c 

16  I 

l6  O 

1 866  67 
1867-68 

330 

3*1 

28  8 

170 

41  7 

30-6 

25*1 

28  6 

34  9 

160 

1868-69 

irS 

30*1 

19  3 

158 

12  9 

1869-70 

229 

214 

22  5 

17  9 

"3  5 

1870-71 

158 

19  1 

17  4 

12*9 

'74 

1871-72 

278 

12*6 

8*5 

20*1 

12  9 

>*7*-73 

3<>'4 

204 

3' 4 

258 

21  5 

•873-74 

45  1 

340 

40  5 

37  9 

37  9 

1874-75 

S«*3 

168 

25  2 

29  1 

22*2 

1875-76 

470 

235 

423 

42  6 

31X) 

1876-77 
1877.78 

32-2 

15  I 

29  6 

19  7 

19  I 

180 

136 

16  9 

176 

9  9 

1878.79 

266 

«34 

178 

18-6 

16  2 

1879-80 

242 

34*  1 

357 

34  6 

366 

1880-81 

17  1 

21*0 

21  5 

21  9 

22  8 

1881-82 

207 

28  2 

277 

22  8 

221 

1882-83 

»54 

19  3 

26*3 

266 

32*2 

Average  of  18  years 

266 

22  4 

25  5 

24  0 

22  3 

This  gives  a  very  different  result  from  that  stated  in  the  Report, 
§  7,  where  the  average  rainfall  taken  as  that  of  the  ten  years  ending 
with  1876,  is  given  as  follows:* — 

Gurgaon.  Rewari.  Palwal.  Nuh.  Ffrozpur. 

286  317  320  33  6  31*1 

It  is  evident  that  where  the  rainfall  varies  so  greatly  from  year 
to  year,  a  true  average  is  to  be  obtained  only  by  taking  that  of  a 
long  series  of  years,  and  as  several  of  the  years  preceding  1876, 
notably  the  years  1873  and  1875,  were  years  of  abnormally  heavy 
rainfall,  the  average  of  the  ten  years  ending  with  1876  does  not  give 
a  fair  average  of  the  ordinary  rainfall.  Moreover,  the  average  of 
those  years  given  in  §  7  does  not  correspond  with  the  figures  stated 
above,  which  I  have  myself  taken  from  the  Gazette,  and  there  seems 
to  have  been  some  mistake  in  calculating  it.  (I  find  too  that  the 
average  annual  fall  for  the  past  22  years  which  has  till  lately  been 
given  weekly  in  the  Gazette  was  wrongly  calculated  and  much  in 
excess  of  the  truth.)  The  average  of  18  years  given  above  may  be 
taken  as  the  nearest  approximation  to  a  true  average  that  can 
be  got. 

A  comparison  of  the  average  rainfalls  of  this  district  with  those 
of  the  neighbouring  tahsils  shows  that  as  a  general  rule  the  farther 

*Note. — These  figures  agree  with  and  were  probably  taken  by  me  from  pages  34  and  36 
of  the  replies  to  the  Famine  Commission  compiled  by  Major  Wacc  ;  these  figures  arc  staled 
to  have  becu  supplied  by  the  Famine  Commission  Office.—/".  C.  Channing,  3-1-84. 
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west  and  south-west  one  goes  away  from  the  Jamnd  and  the  Hima- 
laya, the  lighter  is  the  average  fall.  Thus,  taking  the  average  for 
the  ten  years  1881-82,  while  beyond  the  Jamna  the  average  fall  at 
Khurja  in  Bulandshahr  is  23  inches,  at  Khair  in  Aligarh  22,  and  at 
Saddbdd  in  Mat  lira  23  (farther  east  it  soon  increases  considerably4, 
we  have  along  the  Jamna  valley  and  near  it  the  following  averages  : — 
Delhi  30,  Ballabgarh  24,  Palwal  29,  Kosf  28,  Clihatd  26,  Math  24, 
Mathrd  28  :  and  farther  south-west  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the 
Jamnd :  Sampld  25,  Gurgdon  29,  Nuh  27,  Ffrozpur  24,  Bhartpur  28  : 
farther  west  again,  Rohtak  21,  Jhajjar  22,  Rewari  22,  and  still  farther 
west,  Bhiwdnf  19,  and  Hdnsi  and  Hissdr  18.  The  accompanying 
sketch  map  will  show  the  comparison  more  clearly  (the  figures  for 
the  Alwar  stations  give  the  average  rainfall  for  the  seven  years 
ending  1882-83  and  therefore  cannot  be  compared  directly  with  the 
other  averages.)  It  may  be  said  then  that,  roughly  speaking,  the 
average  rainfall  of  the  district,  as  of  the  whole  tract  of  country, 
gets  less  as  one  goes  south-westward  away  from  the  Jamna  ;  and 
the  average  rainfall  of  the  belt  along  the  Jamnd  embracing  Gur- 
gdon and  Palwal  may  be  taken  as  about  26  inches,  of  a  belt  south- 
west of  this  still  parallel  to  the  Jamnd  and  including  Nuh  as  24 
inches,  and  of  the  belt  farther  from  the  river  embracing  Rewari  and 
Firozpur  as  about  22  inches. 

But  while  these  figures  represent  the  average  of  a  scries  of 
years,  the  most  marked  feature  of  the  return  is  the  variableness  of 
the  rainfall  ;  thus  at  Gurgdon  it  varied  from  1 15  inches  in  1868-69  to 
470  in  1875-76,  and  in  the  same  year  (1871-72)  it  was  8  5  inches  at 
Palwal  and  27  8  inches  at  Gurgdon,  only  some  30  miles  off.  Moreover, 
the  success  or  failure  of  the  crops  depends  more  on  the  distribution 
than  on  the  mere  amount  of  the  annual  fall,  and  while  the  figures 
showing  the  total  rainfall  are  well  worth  discussion,  they  are  only 
a  very  rough  index  to  the  nature  of  the  seasons  as  favourable  or 
otherwise  to  the  crops. 

I  must  note  here  that  in  my  former  report  on  the  agricultural 
distress  in  this  district,  I  was  misled  by  the  wrongly-stated  average 
rainfall  into  stating  that  the  average  for  the  five  years  ending  1881-82 
was  only  two-thirds  of  the  previous  average.  If  the  18  years  be 
divided  into  three  periods  of  six  years  each,  we  have  the  following 
averages : — 


Average  annual  fall  for  the  tlx  year*. 

Palwal. 

^  Firoipur. 

Nuh. 

Gurgion. 

RcwarL 

Ending  1870-71   

„  187677 

,,       1882-83             '••  «•• 

296 
24  3 

196 
24  I 
233 

19  I 

292 

237 

23  8 

356 
203 

251 

20  5 

21  6 

It  appears  then,  that  while  the  average  of  the  last  six  years  is 
much  below  that  of  the  previous  six  years,  it  is  not  very  much  below 
the  average  of  the  whole  18  years  and  about  equal  to  that  of  the 
first  six  years  of  the  period.    There  is  then  no  reason  to  apprehend 
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a  permanent  decrease  in  the  amount  of  rain  vouchsafed  to  the  district, 
which  would  entail  a  permanent  diminution  of  its  productive  power, 
and  perhaps  necessitate  a  considerable  permanent  reduction  of  the 
revenue.  (It  may  be  noted,  in  passing,  how  heavy  the  rainfall  was 
during  the  six  years  ending  187677,  which  was  the  period  during 
which  the  Settlement  measurements  took  place,  and  the  Settlement 
Officer  inspected  the  villages  for  assessment  purposes).  It  appears 
also  that  the  rainfall  has  not  been  so  deficient  in  total  amount  during 
the  last  six  years  as  was  thought,  and  that  the  falling  off  of  the 
produce  of  the  district  during  the  period  is  due  rather  to  the  in- 
opportuneness  of  the  rainfall  than  its  scantiness ;  yet  the  rainfall 
of  1877-78,  1878-79  and  1880-81  was  markedly  below  the  average  in 
amount  also. 


3.    The  following  extracts  from  the  Annual  Revenue  Reports 
Nature  of  the  seasons    will  show  how  the  state  of  the  crops  was 
from  1875  to  1883.  represented  at  the  time  by  the  Deputy 

Commissioner  of  the  district. 

The  rabf  crop  of  1875  was  good  on  the  average.     In  the 

Seasons  revious  to  1877    kharff  of  1875  the  fall  of  rain  before  Sep- 
easons  previous  o    77.    tcmber  was  scantV|  DUt  on  the  7th,  8th  and 

9th  of  that  month  rain  fell  in  torrents,  and  the  whole  country  was 
for  a  time  one  sheet  of  water.  Bands  for  retaining  water  burst  in  all 
directions,  and  129  villages  had  their  lands  flooded.  In  57  villages 
the  damage  was  very  considerable,  and  relief  had  to  be  granted 
by  suspension  and  remission  of  the  Government  demand.  The 
khan'f  crop  failed  in  many  places  owing  to  sudden  and  heavy  rain 
and  inundations.  The  rabi  crop  of  1876  was  a  fairly  good  one, 
above  rather  than  below  the  average.  In  kharff  1876  the  rainfall 
was  very  scanty,  being  five  inches  below  the  average  of  the  previous 
five  years.  In  July  there  was  a  fairly  good  supply,  but  in  the  two 
following  months  the  rain  almost  entirely  failed,  and  the  consequent 
partial  failure  of  the  kharff  crops  rendered  the  realisation  of  the 
revenue  difficult.  The  rabf  crop  of  1877  was  rather  above  the 
average. 

Meteorological  phenomena  were  abnormal  throughout  the  year 
Kharff  1877  Heavy  storms  were  frequent  at  the  end  of 

May  and  throughout  June,  1 '4  inches  of  rain 
fell  on  the  8th  of  July,  and  drought  then  prevailed  until  the  10th  of 
October  when  2*4  inches  of  rain  fell.  There  were  heavy  showers 
(3  5  inches)  on  the  18th  and  19th  December,  and  after  this  nothing 
appreciable  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  total  fall  for  the  year 
was  18  inches,  or  about  one-half  of  the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 
The  rain  which  fell  in  June  was  favourable  for  cotton  cultivation, 
but  the  subsequent  drought  destroyed  all  bdrdni  crops,  and  even  on 
lands  irrigated  from  wells,  the  plants,  though  otherwise  strong 
and  healthy  in  appearance,  threw  out  no  blossoms  and 
therefore  produced  no  fruit  Except  in  the  Palwal  tahsil  and  a 
few  villages  of  Nuh  and  Ffrozpur,  to  which  rdjbahds  of  the  Agrd 
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Canal  extended,  the  khanf  failed  entirely.  The  up-lands  and  hill 
villages  of  course  got  no  crops,  and  the  Dahr  lands  around  j hits 
and  along  the  beds  of  streams  like  the  Sahibi  and  Landohd  were 
never  flooded  at  all.  Crops  raised  by  well-irrigation  were  partly 
burnt  up  by  the  long  continued  dry  heat,  and  the  yield  was  very 
small ;  and  deducting  a  field  here  and  there  which  owing  to  excep- 
tional circumstances  bore  a  crop,  four-fifths  of  the  district  presented 
the  appearance  of  a  barren  desert. 

The  rain  which  fell  early  in  October  partially  averted   the  still 
Rabf  1878  greater  calamity  which  seemed  impending 

by  enabling  the  people  to  sow  wheat  and 
barley  in  the  lighter  soils,  but  the  fall  was  not  sufficient  and  a  very 
large  area  was  not  put  under  crops  until  the  19th  of  December. 
From  this  time  up  to  the  end  of  January  hopes  were  entertained  of 
a  magnificent  rabi,  the  area  sown  being  much  larger  than  usual, 
and  all  the  j'/iU  lands  brought  under  cultivation.  The  late  crops 
however  required  rain  in  February  to  bring  them  forward,  instead 
of  which  hot  dry  winds  prevailed  throughout  February  and  March, 
and  rapidly  deprived  the  soil  of  whatever  moisture  was  left  in  it. 
In  consequence  of  this,  very  little  of  the  grain  sown  in  December 
produced  any  fruit,  and  that  sown  earlier  yielded  only  small  and 
shrunken  grains,  reducing  the  whole  outturn  to  one-third  or  one- 
fourth  of  what  had  been  estimated  two  months  before.  This 
occurred  even  in  the  case  of  crops  that  looked  most  promising. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  1878-79  was  much  below  the 
Kharif  1878  average,  and  the  distribution  was  unfortunate. 

*  '  Up  to  the  15th  of  July  there  was  drought, 

after  which  23*5  inches  fell  (at  Gurgaon)  within  thirty  days,  and  then, 
with  the  exception  of  one  inch  in  September,  2  in  February  and  -5  in 
March,  there  was  no .  more  rain  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Till 
towards  the  end  of  August  there  was  every  prospect  of  a  very 
abundant  crop,  but  the  subsequent  drought  parched  everything 
except  the  bdjrd  which  is  the  first  to  ripen,  and  though  fodder  was 
plentiful,  the  outturn  of  other  grain  was  very  small.  The  area  sown 
for  the  kharif  was  large,  and  but  for  scarcity  of  seed  and  bullocks 
and  inability  of  the  people  to  purchase  them,  would  have  been  much 
larger.  Up  to  the  end  of  August  every  crop  gave  promise  of  an 
abundant  outturn,  but  owing  to  the  early  cessation  of  the  rain  the 
hope  was  not  realised  except  perhaps  in  the  case  of  bdjrd.  The 
jawdr  yielded  only  small  shrunken  grains,  but  produced  an  abundant 
crop  of  fodder.  The  cotton  crop  was  a  fair  one,  but  not  very 
abundant  as  the  sowing  was  late. 

The  area  sown  for  rabf  1879  was  greatly  affected,  and  that 
_  unfavourably,  by  the  peculiarities  of  the 

*       79'  season,  or  in  other  words  by  the  scantiness 

and  inopportune  distribution  of  the  rainfall.  The  rain  ceased  by 
the  20th  of  August,  and  by  October  there  was  not  sufficient 
moisture  left  in  the  ground  for  the  sowing  of  the  gram  crop,  and  m 
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consequence  hardly  any  gram  was  sown.  The  failure  of  the  winter 
rains  made  it  impossible  to  sow  wheat  or  barley  on  bd/dui  lands  as 
they  cannot  be  sown  later  than  the  20th  of  December.  Speaking 
generally,  the  lands  dependent  upon  rain  bore  no  spring  crop  at  all. 
Such  lands  form  by  far  largest  portions  of  Null,  Firozpur  and 
Gurgdon.  Palwal  has  a  strip  of  sa'ddbi  land  along  the  Jamnd,  as 
well  as  the  Agrd  Canal  passing  through  the  midst  of  it.  The 
wheat  and  barley  crops  on  the  former  were  unusually  fine,  and 
the  canal-irrigated  crops  not  below  the  average.  Some  villages 
however  in  this  tahsfl  which  have  few  wells  and  do  not  get  canal 
water  were  greatly  reduced,  though  the  industrious  Jdts  who  abound 
there  do  far  more  to  help  themselves  than  the  lazy  Meos  of  Nuh 
and  Firozpur.  Other  villages  had  suffered  so  terribly  from  fever  which 
in  Palwal  town  carried  off  one-sixth  of  the  population,  and  in 
Manpur  and  Bahfn  one-fourth,  that  wells  lay  idle  for  want  of  hands 
to  work  them,  and  the  available  canal  water  was  only  partially 
utilized.  The  greater  part  of  Null  and  Firozpur  presented  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  barren  waste.  The  Gurgdon  villages  bordering  on 
the  Najafgarh  J  hi  I  and  along  the  course  of  the  Sahibf  had  excellent 
crops  of  wheat  and  barley,  but  the  high  lands  skirting  the  hills  and 
those  around  Farrukhnagar  produced  little  or  nothing.  In  Rewarf 
the  dahri  of  the  Sahibf  yielded  a  good  outturn  ;  with  this  excep- 
tion all  the  rain  lands  were  bare,  but  owing  to  the  good  cultivation 
and  superior  industry  of  the  Ahir  population,  the  best  agriculturists 
and  the  most  thrifty  tribe  in  the  district,  nearly  every  village  had  a 
large  area  of  chdlti  land  bearing  very  fine  crops.  The  area  sown 
was  comparatively  small,  but  the  average  outturn  unusually  high. 

The  usual  rains  began  about  the  15th  of  June  1879,  and  were 
„.  generally  well  distributed  ;  but  in  the  F/roz- 

Kharif,  1879.  0         .  %.         .    .  '       ,        -       -  - 

pur  tahsil  much  damage  was  done  by  floods, 
and  large  bodies  of  water  collected  at  Kotla,  Chandaini,  Khah'lpur 
and  between  Sangel  and  Uji'nd,  entirely  destroyed  the  kharff  and 
prevented  the  sowing  of  a  rabf  over  considerable  tracts  of  land. 
The  meteorological  conditions  of  the  year  were  on  the  whole  favour- 
able to  agriculture.  The  greatest  drawback  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
people  was  the  fatal  epidemic  fever  which  raged  throughout  the 
district  from  September  to  December  carrying  off  thousands  of 
agriculturists  and  laying  the  rest  prostrate.  The  khan'f  crop 
was  an  abundant  one,  but  a  great  deal  of  the  grain  was  destroyed 
before  it  could  be  got  in.  Many  proprietors  offered  half  the  crop 
for  the  labour  of  cutting  it,  but  still  failed  to  get  labourers  able  to 
undertake  the  work. 

Good  showers  fell  over  most  of  the  district  on  the  27th  of 
.   8S  December,  and   the  gauges  registered  two 

*  inches  at  Gurgaon  and  Rewan  on  the  20th  of 

July  ;  but  in  Firozpur  only  one-tenth  fell  between  October  and  April, 
and  though  the  land  within  the  influence  of  the  Landohd  had  been 
well  saturated,  the  up-land  crops  suffered  much  from  drought. 
From  about  the  15th  of  December  the  improvement  was  rapid,  and 
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tlie  area  ultimately  sown  with  spring  crops  was  not  very  far  below 
the  average.  But  as  the  most  favourable  season  for  early  sowing 
had  been  allowed  to  pass,  the  approach  of  the  hot  weather  pre- 
vented the  ears  of  wheat  and  barley  from  swelling  to  their  normal 
size,  and  the  weight  of  the  outturn  was  rather  short. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  insufficient  for  the   kharff  crops 
Kharif  1880  which  were  meagre  in  proportion  and  fodder 

was  not  plentiful. 

In  this  district  two  conditions  are  essential  to  the  production  of 
p  . ,  ,fla#  spring  crops  on  bdrdui  lands— abundant  rains 

towards  the  end  of  the  monsoon,  t.e.,  in  Sep- 
tember, and  moderate  showers  between  15th  December  and  15th 
January.  In  September  1880  Rewdrf  and  Nuh  got  six  to  seven  inches 
of  rain,  and  though  the  winter  rains  were  scanty,  the  effect  of  this 
upon  the  spring  crop  was  considerable  ;  and  throughout  the  Rewan 
pargana,  which  is  better  protected  by  well  irrigation  than  other  parts 
of  the  district,  the  rabf  yield  was  scarcely  below  the  average.  In 
the  hard  cluknot  of  Chak  Punahand  which  the  rain  was  not  sufficient 
to  moisten,  and  the  country  round  Hatin  and  between  it  and 
Palwal,  as  well  as  the  hangar  unirrigated  villages  of  the  Palwal  par- 
gana, sowing  was  impossible  ;  and  the  bhur  on  both  sides  of  the 
hill  ranges  in  Nuh  and  Ffrozpur  likewise  lay  uncultivated. 

During  the  monsoon  of  t88i  rain  began  to  fall  on   the  7th  and 

KhaHf  1881  8t'1   °^  July'  anc*  conunued    w»tn  some  re- 

gularity up  to  the  end  of  August,  but  there 

was  no   rain   at  all  in  September.    In  the  khan'f  most  villages  got 

some  cottt.n,  bajra  and  moth,  but   the  j'awar  yielded   nothing  but 

fodder,  the  failure  of  rain  after  the  end  of  August  having  been  fatal 

to  its  development.    In  parts  of  Rewdrf  and  Gurgdon  excess  of  rain 

flooded  the  land  and  washed  away  the  seed,  necessitating  a  second 

and  even  a  third  sowing,  but  in  the  end  fair  crops  resulted,  especially 

in  Rewdrf.    Throughout   the   eastern  parts   of  the   district  there 

were  everywhere  complaints  of  a   deficient   khan'f  attributed  to 

drought,  but  the  Deputy  Commissioner  was   not  certain  that  crops 

other  than  jawar  had  failed  badly. 

The  absence  of  rain  in  September  1881  restricted  the  cultivation 
,  to  lands  prepared  by  canal  or  well  irrigation 

Kabi.  1882.  Qr  ^  flooding  (,ta/lr{t  cMki  and  dahri).  The 

failure  of  the  usual  winter  rains  destroyed  the  crops  sown  on  all  but 
the  lowest  and  dampest  part  of  the  dahri  and  damaged  irrigated 
crops,  and  many  of  these  latter  after  being  forced  on  prematurely  by 
warm  weather  in  January  were  cut  off  by  cold  winds  and  frosts  in 
February.  This  last  cause  reduced  the  outturn  to  half  or  three- 
fourths  of  an  average  yield  according  to  the  more  or  less  exposed 
position  of  the  ground,  and  the  outturn  for  the  whole  district  could 
not  have  been  much  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  average. 
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The  rainfall  of  Pahval  nnd  Niih  was  not  very  deficient  and  that  of 
Kharff  1882.  Firozpur  considerably  above   the  average, 

and  yet  owing  to  its  unequal  distribution  the 
kharff  crops  to  a  great  extent  failed.  The  season  opened  favourably 
with  showers  on  the  1 1  th  and  14th  of  June,  except  in  the  Palwal 
tahsfl  where  no  rain  fell  until  the  20th,  and  cotton  and  bajri  were 
very  largely  sown.  Then  followed  a  month  of  steady  rain,  and  up 
to  the  first  week  in  August  there  appeared  to  be  reasonable  hope  of 
a  very  abundant  harvest  throughout  the  district,  but  the  three  weeks 
of  drought  which  ensued  destroyed  the  jawar  crops  or  rather  pre- 
vented the  grain  from  forming,  though  there  was  a  good  yield  of  fodder. 
Bajrd  and  moth  are  the  staple  kharff  crops  for  rain  lands  in  the  Rcwdrf 
tahsfl,  and  the  outturn  generally  did  not  exceed  20  to  30IDS.  per  acre, 
and  the  crop  in  many  places  was  completely  burnt  up.  Cotton  suc- 
ceeded fairly  well  in  Null  and  Palwal,  and  unusually  well  in  Firoz- 
pur,  and  as  this  is  a  profitable  crop,  it  compensated  in  a  great  degree 
for  the  loss  of  food  stuffs,  but  in  Rewdrf  no  cotton  is  grown,  and  in 
Gurgdon  very  little. 

The  general  fall  of  rain  which  occurred  between  the  1 1  th  and 
Rab{  lgg  14th  of  September,  varying  from  2  inches 

in  Nuh  to  8  inches  in  Ffrozpur,  was  very 
favourable  for  the  sowing  of  spring  crops,  and  an  unusually  large 
area  was  in  consequence  brought  under  cultivation,  especially  in  the 
valley  of  the  Landoha,  whose  floods  extended  as  far  north  as  Bhadas, 
Nagfna  and  Umra.  On  the  other  hand  the  large  accumulation  of 
water  in  the  Kotla  basin,  around  Ujma  and  Sangcl  and  on  other 
Jhfl  lands  kept  the  ground  submerged  and  prevented  the  sowing  of 
rabf  crops.  Most  of  the  dahri  crops,  however,  depend  on  winter 
rain  to  bring  them  to  maturity,  and  unfortunately  no  rain  fell  until 
the  10th  of  January,  and  then  only  slight  showers  varying  from  "3 
to  6  of  an  inch,  except  in  Rewari  which  got  1*2.  The  next  showers 
fell  on  January  25th  by  which  date  much  damage  had  been  done 
by  drought,  and  many  unirrigated  crops  were  burnt  up.  Still  the 
rain,  late  as  it  was,  brought  on  the  irrigated  crops  and  saved  those 
on  the  low-lying  dahri.  Some  damage  was  again  done  by  cold  and 
frost  in  February  and  by  hail  at  the  beginning  of  March; 
but  though  the  cultivators  were  very  loud  in  their  complaints 
hoping  thereby  to  gain  something  further  in  the  way  of  remis- 
sion or  reduction,  the  damage  from  both  causes  was  not  serious, 
except  to  the  gram  crop  of  the  Punahana  Bdngar,  the  outturn  of 
which  was  greatly  reduced  by  the  effects  of  the  frost.  In  the  F/roz- 
pur  valley  and  to  a  less  extent  in  some  other  parts  of  the  district, 
blight  seriously  reduced  the  outturn  of  the  crops  on  lands  irrigated 
from  wells.  Notwithstanding  some  unfavourable  conditions,  the  rabf 
may  be  regarded  as  a  fair  average  crop  throughout  the  district. 
The  year  on  the  whole,  though  not  a  very  prosperous  one  for  the 
agricultural  population,  has  on  the  other  hand  not  been  marked  by 
any  great  calamity. 
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The  foregoing  reports  may  be  summarised 
in  a  tabular  form  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Nature  of  Harvest. 

Kharff. 

Rabf. 

1 874-75 

Good. 

1875-76 

•  •• 

Fair. 

Good. 

1876-77 

Poor. 

Good. 

1877-78 

•  •  • 

Very  poor. 

Poor. 

1878-79 

•  •• 

Poor. 

Poor. 

1879-80 

•  •  • 

Very  good, 

Fair. 

1880-81 

Poor. 

Poor. 

1881-82 

Poor. 

Very  poor. 

1882-83 

•  ■  • 

Poor. 

Fair. 

It  appears  then  that  while  the  crops  for  the  three  years  previous  to 
1877  were  on  the  whole  good,  since  then  the  only  crop  above  aver- 
age has  been  that  of  khanf  1879,  which  could  not  be  reaped  owing 
to  the  terrible  fever  then  raging.  The  severe  drought  of  khanf 
1877,  was  followed  by  three  other  poor  harvests,  and  again  the  five 
harvests  preceding  the  present  rabf  (1883)  have  all  been  decidedly 
below  the  average. 

4.    Although  with  the  information  available  it  is  impossible  to 
Estimate  of  the  loss  of   estimate  such  losses  in  figures  except  with 
harvests.  only  a  very  rough  approximation  to  the  truth, 

it  may  help  to  give  a  clearer  idea  of  the  loss  suffered  if  the  attempt 
be  made.  Taking  the  produce  of  an  average  harvest  as  the  unit,  the 
surplus  or  deficiency  of  the  harvests  since  1877  maY  be  estimated 
as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Surplus  or  Deficiency, 

Kharif. 

Rabf. 

1877-  78 

1878-  79 

1879-  80 

1880-  81 

1881-  82 

1882-  83 

Total 

_  . 

- 

~~~  '■ 
+ 

: 

=  1 

0 

=  1 

0 

  2 
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According  to  this  estimate,  had  the  crops  of  the  last  six  years  been 
on  the  whole  up  to  the  average,  other  things  remaining  as  before,  the 
district  would  have  been  richer  than  it  now  is  by  the  equivalent  of 
the  produce  of  I  %  khanf  harvests  and  two  rabi  harvests  or  say 
\%  years,  and  as  the  average  value  of  a  year's  produce  is 
estimated  to  be  about  six  times  the  assessment  or  75  lakhs  of  rupees, 
this  represents  a  loss  of  considerably  over  a  crore  of  rupees  or  say 
a  million  sterling  to  the  agricultural  population. 

5.    While  the  Settlement  measurements  were  in  progress  from 

1872  to  1876,  the  cattle  of  all  kinds  in  each 
village  were  enumerated  by  the  Patwans, 
and  the  number  recorded  in  the  village  Note-books.  It  seems  that 
no  great  care  was  taken  to  check  the  Patwans'  returns,  and  the 
figures  are  probably  not  very  trustworthy.  The  most  important  class  of 
animals  are  the  plough-bullocks,  and  it  is  difficult  to  get  a  correct  return 
of  them  unless  a  simultaneous  Census  be  taken  over  the  whole  district 
and  on  a  uniform  plan.  In  many  villages  it  is  usual  for  the  peasants 
to  sell  their  plough-cattle  at  the  end  of  one  season,  and  buy  fresh 
animals  just  before  the  next  ploughing  season,  thus  saving  the 
expense  of  feeding  them  for  the  time  (see  Rohtak  Report,  §  67.)  It  is 
also  very  common  in  this  district  for  peasants  to  lend  their  cattle  to 
their  relatives  and  friends  for  a  time  ;  for  instance,  the  Meos  of  the 
Taoru  and  Alwar  territory  immediately  west  of  the  hills,  where  there 
is  little  rab{  sown,  lend  their  bullocks  for  the  rabf  sowings  to  their 
friends  in  the  Dahrf  and  Hangar  of  Nuh  and  Ffrozpur,  and  take 
them  back  again  for  the  kharff.  Besides,  when  fodder  is  scarce  in  one 
part  of  the  district,  the  cattle  are  sent  to  graze  in  other  villages 
having  a  better  supply.  For  these  reasons  the  number  of  plough- 
cattle  in  many  villages  varies  greatly  at  different  seasons  of  the 
year.  Again,  some  men  count  animals  of  two  and  three  years  old 
as  plough-bullocks,  while  others  count  only  full  grown  animals  in 
regular  work.  It  is  difficult  to  check  the  statements  of  the  peasants  as 
to  the  number  of  cattle  they  have,  and  no  doubt  the  number  is  often 
understated  in  order  to  make  the  village  seem  poorer  than  it  is.  On 
the  other  hand  the  Patwdrf  to  escape  the  imputation  of  favouring 
the  peasants,  sometimes  returns  the  number  at  more  than  the  truth. 
I  have  noticed  numerous  cases  in  which,  according  to  my  impression 
at  the  time  of  inspecting  the  villages,  the  number  appeared  to  have 
been  over-estimated  by  the  Patwdrf.  In  some  I  was  convinced  that  the 
number  returned  was  much  below  the  truth,  and  in  others  it  seemed 
impossible  that  there  could  be  so  many  in  the  village  as  the  Patwarf 
said,  and  on  checking  his  return  before  the  peasants  my  impression 
was  confirmed.  No  doubt  so  strongly  was  it  the  interest  of  the 
villagers  to  make  their  condition  appear  as  bad  as  possible  that  the 
tendency  to  return  a  number  less  than  the  truth  has  been  stronger 
than  the  other  tendency  in  the  present  enumeration  ;  and  at  Settle- 
ment too  it  is  probable  that  the  number  was  rather  under  than  over- 
estimated.   Yet,  for  instance,  I  cannot  believe  that  at  Settlement 
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there  were  in  the  Taoru  pargana  so  many  as  6,837  plough-cattle  (the 
number  given  in  the  village  Note-books)  or  a  pair  to  every  12  acres, 
for  there  the  soil  is  poor  and  sandy,  and  there  is  little  irrigation  from 
wells.  Several  of  these  errors  tend  to  correct  each  other,  and  the 
larger  the  tract  taken,  the  less  will  be  the  error. 

The  number  of  plough-cattle  returned  at  Settlement  (1872—76) 
is  as  follows  : — 


Tahsil.  No.  of  cattle  as  given  io  village  Note-books. 

Palwal  •••  ...  ...  ...  25,424 

Ffrozpur  ...  ...  ...  ...  20,378 

Nun  28,4.26 

Gurgaon  ...  ...  ...  18,167 

Rewarf  ...  ...  ...  ...  19,926 


Total  ...  112,321 

This  gives  a  pair  of  bullocks  to  every  \j%  acres  of  cultivation, 
the  proportion  for  the  different  tahsfls  being  a  pair  to  every 
22  acres  in  Rewarf,  20  in  Gurgaon,  \6  in  Palwal,  14  in  Nuh,  and  16 
in  Ffrozpur.  In  the  two  former  tahsfls  the  proportion  of  light  soil 
is  large,  but  on  the  Other  hand  irrigation  from  wells  is  much  practised, 
while  in  the  three  latter  tahsfls,  though  well  irrigation  is  not  much 
practised,  the  prevalence  of  the  harder  soils  makes  a  larger  number 
of  bullocks  necessary,  and  the  people  generally  say  that  a  pair  of 
bullocks  cannot  work  more  than  13  acres  properly.  In  the 
Rohtak  district,  according  to  an  enumeration  made  during  Settle- 
ment in  1875,  there  were  97,036  bullocks,  or  a  pair  to  every  18$  acres 
of  cultivation.  In  the  Delhi  district,  according  to  an  enumeration 
made  during  Settlement,  there  were  80,610  plough-cattle,  or  a  pair  to 
every  13  acres  of  cultivation.  In  the  Kosf  tahsfl  of  the  Mathrd 
district,  which  adjoins  tahsfl  Palwal  to  the  south  and  resembles  it  in 
its  most  important  features,  there  were  at  settlement  1 1,547  plough- 
cattle  or  a  pair  to  every  14^  acres.  From  a  comparison  of  all  these 
figures  and  a  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  the  different 
districts,  it  may  be  said  that  in  a  time  of  prosperity,  to  keep  up  a 
good  standard  of  cultivation  throughout  the  district,  there  ought  to 
be  in  the  Gurgaon  district  about  1 10,000  plough-cattle,  or  a  pair  to 
every  18  acres  of  cultivation. 

The  drought  of  1877-78  was  dreadfully  fatal  to  the  cattle,  as  the 
failure  of  rain  not  only  prevented  the  growth  of  the  usual  supply  of 
fodder,  but  deprived  the  cattle  of  the  grass  on  which  they  depend 
during  the  monsoon  months.  Everything  eatable  was  soon  con- 
sumed, and  the  cattle  died  rapidly  and  in  great  numbers.  The 
plough-cattle  being  the  most  valuable  were  preserved  to  the  last,  but 
so  complete  was  the  failure  of  fodder  that  not  even  the  bullocks,  on 


v 

Digitized  by  Google 


(     12  ) 


which  the  hopes  of  the  peasant  for  future  crops  depended,  could  be 
preserved  from  starvation.  According  to  an  enumeration  made  at 
the  time  the  loss  of  plough-bullocks  was  as  follows  : — 


Tahsil. 

Former  number. 

Number  dead. 

Palwal 
Nuh 

Ffrozpur 
Gurgaon 
Rewarf 

♦••  ••• 

•  •  •       •  • . 

•  •  ■  ■•« 

•  •  •       •  •  • 

•  •  •       •  •  > 

» •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

• 

20,000 
19,860 
17,500 
28,O00 

3.329 
I  I.OOO 
8422 

7.250 
1,693 

Total 

•  •  • 

98,661 

31,694 

This  enumeration  was  evidently  a  very  rough  one,  and  not  to  be 
accepted  as  at  all  exact  The  number  of  cattle  previously  existing 
is  evidently  understated  in  Palwal  and  overstated  in  Rewarf,  but  it 
may  betaken  as  certain  that  in  1877-78  some  30,000  bullocks  or  say 
a  fourth  of  the  plough-cattle  then  in  the  district  died*  that  the  loss 
was  least  in  the  Hindu  tahsfls  of  Rewarf,  with  its  large  area  of  well 
irrigation,  and  of  Palwal  with  its  canal  and  river  ;  and  greatest  in  the 
Musalman  tahsfls  of  Nuh  and  Ffrozpur,  with  their  cultivation  almost 
wholly  dependent  on  the  local  rainfall  and  their  thriftless  Mco  popu- 
lation. During  his  tour  in  the  cold  weather  of  1877-78,  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  saw  heaps  of  buffalo  and  bullock  bones  lying  round 
nearly  every  village  in  the  Nuh  tahsfl,  and  at  many  places  in  Gurgaon, 
Rewarf  and  Ffrozpur,  and  frequently  saw  the  dry  thatch  of  deserted 
huts  pulled  out  and  chopped  up  and  given  to  the  cattle  as  fodder 
mixed  with  the  leaves  of  kikar  and  other  trees  as  a  last  resource  to 
keep  them  nlive.  In  the  neighbouring  Rohtak  district  (Settlement 
Report,  §66)  in  the  same  year  of  drought  the  number  of  plough- 
bullocks'was  reduced  from  97,036  to  59,281,  or  according  to  another 
estimate  64,050,  a  loss  of  more  than  a  third.  Since  1 878  fodder  has 
been  generally  plentiful  and  there  has  been  no  serious  mortality 
among  the  cattle  from  starvation  or  disease,  but  the  former  number 
of  plough-cattle  has  not  yet  been  nearly  attained.  During  the 
fodder-famine  of  1877-78,  when  the  mortality  among  the  carefully 
tended  plough-cattle  was  so  great,  it  was  much  greater  among  the 
less  valuable  cows  and  calves,  and  their  loss  greatly  reduced  in  the 
following  years  the  supply  of  young  bullocks  growing  up  to  take 
the  place  of  those  which  died  off  in  ordinary  course,  as  well  as  those 
lost  in  the  abnormal  mortality  of  1877-78.   According  to  Statement 
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A  of  the  Assessment  Report,  and  according  to  the  Revenue  Report  of 
1878,  the  number  of  cattle  of  all  kinds  and  the  number  lost  in  that 
year  was  as  follows  : — 


TahsiL 

Number  of  CATTLI  pre\  ious  to 

SCAkCITV. 

No-  lost  in  1877-8. 

According  to 
Statement  A. 

According  to 
Revenue  Keport. 

Pel  1  Well         if,              1  •  •              ■  •  • 

Niih 

Fhozpur  

Gurgaon  

Rcwarf  

Total 

78,978 
77,85i 
42,441 
64,939 
38,925 

49,453 
70,000 

62,21  I 

73,443 
50,500 

15,903 
46,600 
30,274 

39,349 
15903 

303J34 

305,607 

146,679 

Although  these  figures  are  evidently  not  very  trustworthy,  it 
may  be  assumed  that  about  1 50,000  cattle  or  nearly  a  half  of  the 
total  number  in  the  district  died  in  1877-78.  In  the  Rohtak  district 
the  number  was  reported  as  reduced  from  418,974  to  240,621,  a  loss 
of  nearly  1,80,000  head.  The  large  proportion  borne  by  the  plough- 
bullocks  to  the  total  number  of  cattle  of  all  kinds  in  Gurgaon  dis- 
trict would  seem  to  show  that  the  number  of  cattle  must  have  been 
understated,  especially  as  many  of  the  Meo  villages  in  ordinary 
seasons  export  young  stock.  Probably  the  number  of  cattle  of  all 
kinds  (bullocks,  cows  and  buffaloes,  including  calves)  in  the  Gurgaon 
district  previous  to  the  drought  of  1877  was  nearer  four  lakhs 
than  three. 

If  the  number  of  cattle  that  died  be  taken  at  150,000,  and  their 
average  value  be  estimated  at  the  low  figure  of  Rs.  10,  this  in  itself 
represents  a  loss  to  the  agricultural  population  of  15  lakhs  of 
rupees. 

An  enumeration  of  the  plough-bullocks  has  been  made  in  every 
village  during  the  cold  weather  of  1882-83  by  the  patwaris.  It  was 
impossible  to  check  their  returns  satisfactorily  and  the  figures  are 
not  very  trustworthy.  My  impression  is  that  they  are  below  the  truth, 
but  not  very  much  below  it,  and  they  may  be  taken  as  showing  ap- 
proximately the  number  of  plough-cattle  in  each  tahsfl  previous  to 
the  late  grant  of  Rs.  1,50,000  takkavf.   As  compared  with  the 
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numbers  given  in  the  village  Note-books  as  found  in  the  village  at 
Settlement  (1872-76)  they  give  the  following  results  : — 


Tah«l. 

Number  of  plough-bullocks. 

Percentage  of  loss. 

s  uiAt 

In  1882-83 

Deficiency. 

Palwal 
Firozpur  ... 
Nuh 

Gurgaon  ... 

Kewati     ...  ... 

Total 

25.424 
20378 

28426 
18,167 
19,926 

17.453 
12.949 
17.80b 

15.476 
'7.279 

7.97  « 
7429 
I0620 
2,69! 
2,647 

3l 
36 

37 
'5 
»3 

112,321 

80,963 

3«.358 

28 

Making  every  allowance  for  over-estimates  and  under-estimates, 
it  may  be  said  broadly  that  in  1876  the  district  had  about  110,000 
plough-bullocks,  the  number  required  to  keep  up  the  standard  of 
cultivation  fully,  and  that  in  the  cold  weather  of  1882-83  it  was  still 
some  25,000  short  of  that  number,  the  deficiency  being  com- 
paratively small  in  tahsfls  Gurgdon  and  Rewiri,  and  greatest  in 
Nuh  and  Firozpur,  where  the  number  is  still  about  a  third  less  than 
it  was  in  1876. 

Much  of  the  falling  off  in  cultivation  and  irrigation  since 
1877-78  is  due  to  the  great  mortality  of  cattle  in  that  year.  The 
population,  greatly  reduced  though  it  was,  was  still  numerous 
enough,  except  in  a  few  villages,  to  cultivate  the  land  fully,  and  had 
there  been  a  sufficient  number  of  cattle  available,  theie  is  little  doubt 
that  during  the  last  three  years  almost  the  whole  of  the  land  would 
have  been  cultivated  and  the  wells  kept  at  work  ;  indeed,  in  some  tracts 
irrigation  would  certainly  have  been  extended.  The  area  out  of 
cultivation  does  not  represent  the  whole  of  the  loss,  for  a  very  large 
area  of  the  land  still  kept  under  the  plough  had,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  cattle,  to  be  cultivated  hurriedly  and  imperfectly  ;  the 
peasant  had  to  be  content  with  ploughing  his  field  twice  instead  of 
four  times  and  had  to  sow  much  of  his  land  when  the  weather  was 
unfavourable  in  order  to  get  it  sown  at  all.  Thus  the  loss  of 
cattle  has  led  to  a  great  decrease  in  the  produce  even  of  the  land 
cultivated  and  to  a  lowering  of  the  standard  of  cultivation  in  the 
district 


6.    The  population  of  the  district,  which  had   increased  from 
.  .  662,484   in     1855     to    689,034  in  1868, 

Lo«  of  population.  was  found    in     1881    to  have    fallen  off 

to  6,41,848,  a  decrease  of  7  per  cent  While  the  population  of 
the  Panjab  increased  by  24  per  cent,  since  1855,  and  while  every 
other  district  in  the  Province  shared  in  that  increase,  the  population 
of  Gurgaon,  which  had  increased  by  4  per  cent,  between  1855  and 
1 868,  was  smaller  by  3  per  cent,  in  1881  than  it  was  in  1855,  and  by 
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7  per  cent  than  it  was  in  1868.  Previous  to  the  year  1877  there  was 
no  great  mortality,  and  the  Census  Returns  show  that  the  number  of 
births  in  that  period  was  above  the  average,  so  that  there  is  little 
doubt  that  in  the  beginning  of  1877  the  population  of  the  district 
must  have  been  considerably  over  700,000,  and  the  falling  off 
between  then  and  the  Census  of  iSil  w.is  probably  at  least  10  per 
cent,  or  70,000.  The  following  statement,  giving  the  number  of 
deaths  reported,  shows  when  the  loss  of  population  occurred  ; — 


Year. 

1 

No.  of  deaths  reported  in  Gur- 

Death-rate  per  thousand 

gilon  district. 

per  annum. 

1873 

••• 

*•• 

12,897 

18 

187+ 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

10.773 

15 

1875 

•  • 

18.9^8 

27 

1876 

... 

«•• 

13,686 

20 

1877 

... 

•  a  • 

13,198 

19 

1878 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

4.7,306 

68 

1879 

••• 

•  <  . 

56,237 

81 

1880 

■  •  . 

16,371 

*3 

1881 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

'9-9+5 

29 

i88z 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

17.3" 

27 

Arc  rage 

•  •• 

22,666 

3* 

Even  if  the  ordinary  number  of  deaths  be  assumed  as  20,000  or 
about  30  per  thousand  per  annum  (which  is  higher  than  the  actual 
number  reported  in  8  of  the  10  years)  the  deaths  in  the  two  succes- 
sive years,  1878  and  1879,  which  amounted  to  103,543,  show  an 
abnormal  mortality  (£*.,  a  loss  of  population)  of  over  60,000 
persons.  This  mortality  was  due  to  the  fatal  epidemic  of  fever  which 
in  1878  and  1879  followed  the  scarcity  of  1877-78,  just  as  a  similar 
epidemic  followed  the  famine  of  1868-69  and  previous  famines.  In 
1878  the  villages  on  the  recently  opened  Agra  Canal  suffered  most, 
and  there  seemed  some  ground  for  ascribing  the  fever  to  the  distur- 
bance of  long-established  conditions  by  the  introduction  of  canal- 
irrigation,  but  in  1879  the  whole  of  the  district  suffered  in  common 
with  a  large  tract  of  country  to  the  north,  south  and  east  and  the 
fever  was  ascribed  to  the  heavy  rainfall  of  that  year  following  on  a 
period  of  scanty  rainfall,  and  to  the  debilitated  condition  of  the 
population  owing  to  scarcity  of  food.  The  Gurgaon  district  suffered 
more  from  this  epidemic  than  any  other  district  of  the  Panjab.  In 
the  two  years,  1878  and  1879,  one-seventh  of  the  total  population 
died.  The  Civil  Surgeon  estimated  that  95  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  district  were  affected  by  fever  in  1879.  For  the  month  of 
October  in  that  year  the  death-rate  for  the  whole  district  reached 
the  terrible  figure  of  204  per  thousand  per  annum.  The  town  of 
Palwalj  which  was  similarly  visited  in  two  successive  years,  lost  3,900 
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people  out  of  13,500  ;  I  latin,  Bahfn,  M&nptir  and  other  large  villages 
lost  each  one-fourth  of  its  population  ;  while  in  Farrukhnagar  for 
several  weeks  the  death-rate  was  over  950  per  thousand  per  annum  ; 
and  in  Rewari  375.  The  population  of  Farrukhnagar  was  10,600 
and  2,200  deaths  occurred  in  the  year.  The  kharif  crop  was  an 
abundant  one,  but  a  great  deal  of  the  grain  was  destroyed  before  it 
could  be  got  in.  Many  proprietors  offered  half  the  crop  for  the 
labour  of  cutting  it  and  still  failed  to  get  labourers  able  to  under- 
take the  work.  The  villages,  when  the  Deputy  Commissioner  passed 
through  them  in  December,  were  a  picture  of  misery,  the  houses  in 
ruins,  and  their  inhabitants  in  the  extremity  of  weakness  and 
despair.  The  enormous  consumption  of  wood  for  funeral  piles  led 
to  a  scarcity  and  consequent  dearness. 

And  not  only  has  the  death-rate  been  abnormally  high  during 
this  period,  but  the  birth-rate  has,  probably  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
food,  the  prevalence  of  fever  and  the  consequent  debility,  been 
abnormally  low, — fewer  children  have  been  born  to  take  the  place  of 
the  people  who  have  died.  The  Census  Returns  of  1881  show  that 
while  of  every  ten  thousand  males  of  all  ages  then  alive  in  the 
district,  1,360  were  between  the  age  of  five  and  ten,  only  936  were 
below  the  age  of  five,  and  while  a  fifth  of  the  number  still  surviving 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  ten  would  give  272,  the  number  of 
each  year  below  the  age  of  five  was  as  follows  (per  10,000)  :— 


Born  in  1876  and  still  surviving  ...  ...  226 

11    1877      „           „  ...  ...  170 

„    1878      ,,          „  ...  ...  101 

n      I879         „                „  ...  I3I 

„      I88O         ,,  ...  ...  308 


As  the  normal  birth-rate  is  certainly  over  308  per  ten  thousand  per 
annum,  the  rate  given  by  the  survivors  of  1880,  these  figures  show 
that  the  number  of  births  in  1877.  1878,  and  1879  must  have  been 
abnormally  small,  and  the  mortality  among  young  children  in  those 
years  abnormally  high,  the  result  being  that  there  were  surviving  in 
1 88 1  less  than  half  the  number  of  those  ages  that  the  other  figures 
would  lead  us  to  expect. 

Another  cause  of  loss  of  population  is  emigration.  In  1877-78 
and  the  years  of  trouble  that  followed,  large  numbers  of  the  people 
left  their  homes  and  wandered  in  all  directions  in  search  of  food. 
The  Meos  especially  emigrated  in  great  numbers,  many  wandering 
south  to  Malwa,  which  bears  the  reputation  of  being  always  free 
from  famine,  others  going  across  the  Jamna  or  northwards  to  Delhi 
in  search  of  work  on  the  canals  or  in  the  towns.  Many  of  these 
wanderers  returned  when  the  worst  of  the  distress  was  over,  but 
according  to  the  Census  Returns  of  1881,  while  there  were  in  the 
Gurgaon  District  1,17,242  persons  born  in  other  districts  of  the 
Panjab,  131,897  persons  born  in  Gurgaon  were  then  in  other  districts, 
a  net  loss  by  emigration  of  14,655  which  would,  no  doubt,  be  largely 
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swelled  if  similar  figures  were  available  for  exchange  of  population 
between  Gurgaon  district  and  the  North-Western  Provinces  and 
Rajputana. 

It  seems  then  certain  that  the  loss  of  population  between  1 876 
and  1 88 1  due  to  excessive  mortality,  abnormal  infecundity  and 
unusual  emigration,  must  have  been  at  least  70,000  or  10  per  cent, 
of  the  population,  probably  considerably  greater. 

Since  1879  there  has  been  no  unusual  mortality,  and  though 
the  seasons  have  not  been  favourable,  there  has  been  no  serious 
scarcity  of  food,  so  that  probably  the  birth-rate  has  been  at  least 
equal  to  the  death-rate.  In  some  villages  I  have  been  told  by  the 
people  that  many  inhabitants  have  emigrated  within  the  last  two 
years,  and  have  been  satisfied  that  this  is  true  ;  but  on  the  other 
hand,  I  have  found  in  many  villages  that  families  absent  in  1881 
have  since  returned  to  their  homes,  and  upon  the  whole  it  seems 
probable  that  the  population  of  the  district  now  is  much  the  same 
as  it  was  in  1881.  During  the  cold  weather  of  1882-3  1  have  had 
a  Census  made  by  the  patwaris  of  the  population  of  every 
village,  the  result  of  which  is  given  in  Statement  E  (Appendix  VI). 
The  numbers  returned  are  quite  untrustworthy  and  much  below 
the  truth.  The  patwaris  had  not  time  to  visit  each  house  them- 
selves, nor  was  there  a  supervising  staff  sufficient  to  check  their 
returns.  The  peasants  considered  it  to  be  their  interest  to  return 
as  small  a  population  as  possible  and  no  doubt  in  many  cases  wilfully 
understated  the  true  numbers.  In  some  villages  I  checked  1  found 
the  menials  had  been  omitted  from  the  enumeration,  and  in  all  the 
vagrant  population  and  visitors  belonging  to  other  villages  were 
omitted.  All  these  errors  tend  in  one  direction,  and  give  a  result 
much  below  the  truth  ;  still  the  figures  are  of  some  use  as  showing 
which  part  of  the  district  has  suffered  the  greatest  loss  of  popula- 
tion.   The  figures  for  the  tahsils  are  as  follows 


Copulation. 

Increase  or  decrease  per  cent. 

i&63. 

1883. 

From  ,868  to 
1881. 

From   i'8i  to 

•  883.  , 

Palwal 
frirozpur 
Nuh 
Gurgaon 

Kcwan         ...  ... 

Total 

1.52.  IOO 
1.26,601 

>.  36,745 
1. 22.305 

••50.559 

1.42.258 

i.u.342 
1,20,204 
1.22.371 

».  33.3*5 
1.0^,964 
1. 15.870 
1,16  780 

1  •  39>^44 

—6 

—10 

—12 

... 

-6 
—  IO 

-4 
—4 

6,88,310 

6,41,695 

6,08,243 

—7 

-5 

It  may  be  said  broadly  that  tahsfls  Null  and  Fuozpur  lost 
the  largest  proportion  of  their  population  and  Gurgaon  the  smallest, ; 

•  3 
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that  probably  the  population  of  the  district  is  much  the  same  now 
as  in  1 88 1,  although  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  population  of 
the  Ffrozpur  tahsi'l  has  decreased  still  further  since  then. 

The  decrease  of  population  is  not  an  unmixed  evil.  There  are 
many  villages,  especially  perhaps  among  the  strong  Jat  communities 
in  the  east  of  the  district,  which  have  been  decidedly  weakened  by 
the  loss  of  a  large  proportion  of  their  labourers,  and  have  had  to 
contract  their  cultivation  and  reduce  the  standard  of  excellence 
which  abundance  of  skilled  hands  had  enabled  them  to  attain  ;  but 
in  many  villages,  especially  in  the  Meo  country,  the  population 
seemed  almost  too  much  for  the  land  to  support,  and  increase  in  the 
number  of  the  proprietors  had  led  to  such  extreme  subdivision  of  the 
land  that  many  peasant  owners  had  great  difficulty  in  supporting 
themselves  and  their  families  on  their  small  holdings  even  in 
ordinary  times.  In  such  villages  decrease  of  population  means 
fewer  consumers  without  much  diminution  of  the  total  produce — 
means  a  larger  share  to  each  of  the  survivors,  who  are  thus  indivi- 
dually better  off  than  they  were  before,  the  average  size  of  a  holding 
being  increased  as  there  are  fewer  families  to  own  the  land,  and  the 
average  family  having  fewer  months  to  feed  from  the  produce  of  its 
enlarged  holding.  Thus  such  a  community  actually  benefits,  as  a 
body,  from  the  decrease  of  its  population  so  long  as  it  keeps  posses- 
sion of  its  land  and  the  net  profits  of  its  cultivation. 


7.  The  area  returned  in  statement  E  as  "  cultivated"  according 
in  Cultivation.  the  Settlement  measurements,  1872-75,  * 
9,87,161  acres,  besides  1 49 1  acres  under 
fluctuating  assessment,  and  the  fallow  area  is  given  as  10,071  acres, 
making  a  total  of  almost  exactly  a  million  acres  out  of  a  culturable 
area  of  10,80,000,  so  that  more  than  92  per  cent,  of  the  culturable 
area  was  assessed  as  cultivated,  a  very  high  proportion  in  a  district 
with  so  much  inferior  sandy  soil.  (The  total  of  the  areas  now  taken 
from  the  village  Note-books  gives  a  cultivated  area  at  settlement 
of  9,81,345  acres  besides  7,099  acres  now  under  fluctuating  assess- 
ment ).  In  the  Panjab  Settlements  now  in  progress  all  land  culti- 
vated within  the  three  harvests  preceding  the  measurements  is 
recorded  as  cultivated,  whether  actually  sown  within  the  year  or  not, 
so  that  the  area  returned  as  "  cultivated"  at  Settlement  is  generally 
in  excess  of  the  area  actually  cultivated  within  the  year  of  mea- 
surements. No  such  clear  rule  seems  to  have  been  laid  down  at 
the  Gurgaon  Settlement,  but  it  appears  that  the  system  followed 
was  much  the  same,  and  that  the  area  entered  in  the  Settlement 
record  as  cultivated  represents  rather  the  land  cropped  within  two 
years  than  in  any  one  year  and  includes  all  land  lately  brought 
under  the  plough.  Moreover,  the  years  during  which  the  measure- 
ments took  place  were  generally  so  favourable  that  cultivation  was 
pushed  to  the  utmost  and  little  land  ordinarily  cultivated  was  left 
fallow,  so  that  the  actual  cultivation  of  those  years  was  much  above 
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the  average.  According  to  the  Annual  Revenue  Reports  the  area 
sown  for  each  harvest  since  1867  has  been  as  follows,  (in  thousands 
of  acres) : — 


Year. 


Kharif. 


ToUl. 


1867-  68 

1868-  69 

1869-  70 

1870-  71 

1871-  72 

1871-73 
1873-74 

•874-75 

1875-  76 

1876-  77 

1877-  78 

1878.79 

1879-  80 

1880-  81 

1 88 1 -  8a 
1881-83 

Avenge  of  16  yein 


178 
181 

339 
348 
3*7 
349 
478 
378 
44* 
453 

5'4 

199 

37* 

3>» 
199 

3»4 


356 


638 

530 
611 

618 

605 

681 

4*5 
581 

5'5 
490 

*4* 

475 

+93 

603 

620 
574 


544 


916 
711 

95* 
966 

93* 
1,031 
903 
960 

957 

756 

774 
865 

9»4 
919 

888 


900 


Regarding  some  of  the  early  years  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
figures  refer  to  the  financial  or  the  agricultural  year,  but  for  the 
present  purpose  it  hardly  matters.  In  this  statement  land  cropped 
for  both  harvests  ( dofas/i)  is  shown  under  each  harvest,  so  that  a 
deduction  has  to  be  made  from  the  totals  on  this  account.  During 
the  last  two  years  the  do'asli  area  has  been  returned  at  16,000  and 
19,000  acres  respectively,  while  at  Settlement  it  was  given  as  about 
30,000  acres,  and  the  average  dofasii  area  may  be  estimated  in 
round  numbers  at  20,000  acres  ;  a  deduction  of  this  amount  will 
accordingly  be  made  from  the  totals  of  this  statement  It  appears 
then  that  during  the  last  16  years  only  in  one  year  has  the  area 
sown  came  up  to  that  returned  at  Settlement  as  cultivated,  and  that 
the  average  area  of  the  16  years  is  only  880,000  acres,  against 
987,000  acres  returned  at  Settlement  as  the  cultivated  area.  The 
average  area  cultivated  during  the  ten  years  previous  to  1877 
was  907,000  acres,  but  if  taken  for  the  eight  years  previous  to  1877 
the  average  is  9,35,000  acres,  while  for  the  six  years  since  18/7 
the  average  is  only  8,33,000.  The  figures  given  in  the  Revenue 
Reports  (especially  for  the  years  1872  to  1879  when  there  was  no 
proper  girddwar{f  are  not  trustworthy,  but  so  far  as  they  go, 
they  seem  to  show  that  the  average  area  actually  culti- 
vated in  ordinary  times  is  g%  lakhs  of  acres ;  that  of  the 
9,87,000  acres  retured  at  settlement  as  under  the  plough  (culti- 
vated; 50,000  acres  or  about  5  per  cent  should  be  considered  as 
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ordinarily  fallow  ;  that  besides  this,  cultivation  has  on  the  average 
since  1877  fallen  off  from  nine  and  one-third  lakhs  of  acres  to 
eight  and  one-third  lakhs  or  by  10  per  cent,  but  is  now  being  extended 
again. 

We  have  however  much  more  trustworthy  figures  for  the  last 
two  agricultural  years  1S81-82  and  1882-83 — thekhanf  and  the  follow- 
ing rabi.  The  annual  girddwari  has  been  done  by  the  Patwaris  with 
unusual  care,  especially  for  the  past  year,  as  inspecting  officers  were 
on  tour  through  the  whole  district  checking  their  work.  I  have  my- 
self taken  the  figures  from  each  patwari  directly  and  believe  them  to 
be  practically  correct.  According  to  them  the  area  actually  cul- 
tivated, counting  dofasli  land  once  only,  during  the  agricultural  year 
1881-82  was  8,96,219  acres,  and  during  the  year  1882-83,  8,74,887 
acres.  If  we  assume  the  average  area  cultivated  before  1877  accord- 
ing to  the  above  estimate  at  nine  and  one- third  lakhs  of  acres,  the 
actual  decrease  of  cultivation  was  last  year  37,000  acres  or  4  per 
cent,  and  this  year  58,000  acres  or  six  per  cent.  The  area,  however, 
which  at  settlement  was  returned  as  under  the  plough  ( cultivated) 
and  is  this  year  out  of  cultivation  amounts  to  1 ,07,000  acres  or  11  per 
cent,  distributed  over  the  tahsfls  as  follows : — 


'*.*-"• 

TlHSIU 

Area  relumed  at 
Settlement  as  enf- 
tivated  and  under 

Area  actually  cultivated. 

Percentage  oat  of  cul- 
tivation. 

Ia  i88t-a. 

In  1881-3. 

In  18*1-1. 

In  i8S»-3. 

Talwal 

Firozpur 

Nuh 

Gurgaon 

Kewail 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

... 
... 
••* 
... 

•  « 

2,04,0!6 
1,64,920 
2,04, 140 
1,84,848 
2.23.4J 1 

1,89.130 
1,48,904 

1.  «4.<>37 
1,67.698 
2.05,850 

1,90,849 
1,49,886 
1,86  392 
1,57.346 
1.90,414 

7 

10 

9 

1 

9 
9 
9 
»5 
•5 

* 

Total 

... 

9,81.345 

8,96,219 

8,74.887 

9 

11 

Thus  instead  of  the  average  5  per  cent,  of  fallow,  9  per  cent, 
of  the  area  returned  at  settlement  as  under  the  plough  (cultivated) 
was  out  of  cultivation  last  year,  and  11  per  cent,  this  year.  Last 
year  the  proportion  was  much  the  same  in  all  five  tahsfls  ;  and  this 
year  the  three  tahsfls  to  the  south-east — Palwal,  Niihand  Ffrozpur, — 
all  show  an  increased  cultivated  area,  while  Gurgaon  and  Rewarf 
to  the  north  and  west  show  a  further  great  decrease  of  cultivation. 
The  reason  of  this  will  be  seen  on  turning  to  the  rainfall  tables 
which  show  that  this  year  1882-83  the  three  former  tahsfls  had  a  rainfall 
above  the  average  while  Gurgaon  and  Kewarf  got  less  than  the 
average  quantity  of  rain. 

It  appears  then  that  on  the  average  of  the  past  six  years  the 
area  cultivated  is  about  10  percent,  less  than  it  ordinarily  was  before 
1877,  but  on  the  average  of  the  last  two  years  only  some  5  per  cent, 
less.  The  area  out  of  cultivation  however  is  almost  all  the  poor- 
est soil,  uuirrigated  b/u'tr,  much  of  it  so  poor  that  it  can  hardly  at 
any  time  repay  the  labour  of  cultivation,  and  it  is  perhaps  not  much 
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to  be  desired  that  it  should  all  be  brought  under  cultivation  again. 
I  have  ,  already  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  only  3  per  cent,  of 
the  total  culturable  area  was  found  at  settlement  untouched  by  the 
plough,  and  as  the  Government  of  India  recently  pointed  out,  it  is 
desirable  in  this  part  of  the  country  to  have  large  areas  of  lantf 
reserved  as  grazing  grounds  and  fodder  preserves  for  cattle.  It .  is 
true  that  such  land  as  has  fallen  out  of  cultivation  does  not  produce 
good  grass,  but  still  what  it  does  produce  helps  to  support  the  cattle 
and  its  produce  in  an  uncultivated  state  is  not  so  very  much  less  than  it 
produces  when  cultivated.  The  land  out  of  cultivation  consists  chiefly 
of  the  poor  sandy  soil  along  both  sides  of  the  hill  ranges,  especially 
that  to  the  east  of  the  Firozpur  valley,  aud  of  the.  highlying  uneven 
sandy  ground  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  especially  in  tahsfl  Rewarf 
and  the  west  of  tahstt  Gurgdon.  Very  little  comparatively  of  the 
better  classes  of  soil  is  out  of  cultivation,  except  about  Malab  and 
Ujfnd  in  the  south  of  Nun,  where  want  of  sufficient  moisture  has 
thrown  large  tracts  of  hard  soil  out  of  cultivation.   

But,  as  I  have  already  noted  when  discussing  the  loss  of  cattle, 
the  area  out  of  cultivation  does  not  fully  represent  the  reduction  of 
the  productiveness  of  the  district.  Much  of  the  land  which  has  been 
kept  under  cultivation  has,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  cattle,  been  cul- 
tivated in  a  more  hurried  and  slovenly  way  than  formerly.  Instead 
of  being  able  to  choose  the  best  time  for  sowing  his  fields,  the 
peasant  has  had  to  plough  them  a  few  times  only,  and  sow  them 
at  such  times  as  not  to  tire  out  his  few  bullocks,  and  many  have  had 
to  borrow  and  hire  bullocks  from  their  neighbours  at  odd  times.  Land 
sown  without  the  proper  number  of  ploughings  beforehand,  or 
when  the  weather  is  unfavourable,  of  course  produces  much  less  than 
land  properly  tilled  and  sown  just  at  the  proper  season,  and  in  this 
way  the  produce  of  the  land  actually  cultivated  has  been  much  less 
than  the  produce  of  an  equal  area  would  have  been,  had  there  been 
plenty  of  cattle  available. 

Connected  with  the  decrease  of  cultivation  is  the  spread  of  kdns 
grass,  which  tends  to  cover  rapidly  light  soils  when  after  being  re- 
gularly cultivated  they  are  allowed  to  lie  untitled  for  some  time, 
and  is  so  difficult  to  eradicate.  Kdns  was  not  unknown  in  the  district 
before  1877,  and  no  doubt  the  poorer  soils  were  never  free  from  it, 
but  it  seems  to  have  recently  extended  into  better  soils,  especially 
perhaps  in  the  Ffrozpur  valley,  where  large  tracts  are  covered  with  this 
grass  and  produce  little  else.  In  the  rich  clay  of  the  depressions  in 
Nuh  and  Firozpur  also,  narsal  and  other  aquatic  plants  have 
extended  their  hold  over  the  soil  and  increase  the  difficulties  of  cul- 
tivation. These  and  other  plants  and  grasses  of  long  tenacious 
Spreading  roots  seriously  hamper  struggling  peasants  with  few  and 
weak  cattle,  but  I  think  soon  disappear  before  strong  and  continuous 
cultivation.  They  have  certainly  spread  considerably  during  the 
past  few  years  in  which  man  has  been  worsted  in  his  struggle  with 
nature,  and  have  reduced,  and  will  for  some  time  continue  to  reduce, 
the  produce  of  the  cultivated  land.  .. 
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8.    (See  §  n-14).  Irrigation  from  wells  has  not  fallen  off  on  the 
Irrigation  from  wellt        whole.    According  to  the  settlement  mea- 
r  r  surements  (1872-76)  the  area  actually  irrigat- 

ed from  wells  was  then  74,585  acres,  last  year  (1881-82)  it  was 
75,192  acres  and  this  year  73,691,  distributed  as  follows 


TAHSIL. 

Asia  actually  irrigatid  from  wnu. 

Percentage  of  Increase  or 
decrease  of  average;  of 
last  two  years  over  area 
irrigated  at  Settlement. 

At  Settlement, 
«87a-76. 

In  iMi-fte. 

In  1 183-83. 

Talwal  

Firozpur  ... 
Nuh      ...  ... 

Gurgaon   

Kewari  ...       ...  ••• 

Total 

12.621 
5.378 
4.456 
15.638 
36.49* 

9.445 
6,315 
5.8i5 

8,6(8 
5.489 
5.  "87 
16.251 
38.106 

;2 

:i 

74.585 

75.  «9* 

73.691 

0 



Thus  while  the  average  of  the  last  two  years  gives  for  the  whole 
district  the  same  area  of  irrigation  from  wells  as  at  Settlement,  there 
is  a  falling  off  of  29  per  cent,  in  Palwal  and  an  increase  in  the  other 
four  tahsfls.  The  decrease  in  Palwal  is  of  course  chiefly  due  to  the 
extension  of  irrigation  from  the  Agra  Canal  which  has  supplanted 
many  of  the  wells.  The  increase  in  the  other  four  tahsfls  would 
certainly  have  been  much  greater  but  for  the  great  loss  of  plough- 
cattle  in  1877-78.  The  years  of  Settlement  measurement  were  years 
of  good  rainfall,  and  probably  the  area  then  irrigated  from  wells 
was  considerably  below  the  average,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
area  irrigated  during  the  last  few  years  of  unfavourable  rainfall 
would  have  been  much  larger  had  there  been  a  sufficient  number 
of  bullocks.  This  year,  for  instance,  of  the  7,186  pakka  wells  re- 
turned at  Settlement  as  in  working  order  only  5.358  were  at  work, 
and  no  doubt  had  bullocks  been  available  many  of  the  remaining 
1,828  would  have  been  at  work  also,  besides  numerous  kachcha  wells 
in  those  parts  of  the  district  where  they  can  be  sunk.  It  is  a  common 
complaint  in  many  villages  that  the  water  level  in  the  wells  has 
fallen  and  that  the  supply  of  water  is  much  sooner  exhausted  than 
formerly.  This  seems  to  be  true  in  many  places  and  is  probably 
owing  to  the  bursting  of  the  bands  by  the  heavy  rains  of  1875  (See 
Report,  §  1 5)  and  to  the  scanty  rains  of  the  last  few  years,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  a  return  of  good  seasons  and  the  restoration  of  the 
bands  now  in  progress  will  soon  bring  the  springs  up  to  their  old 
level.  On  the  other  hand,  near  the  Agri  Canal,  and  especially  in 
the  Palwal  tahsfl,  the  introduction  of  canal  irrigation  has  raised  the 
spring  level  several  feet  and  caused  all  the  kachcha  wells  and  a  num- 
ber of  the  pakka  wells  to  fall  in  and  become  useless. 

9.    (See  §  16).   The  introduction  of  the  Agra  Canal  has  been  a 
.         „    ,  great  boon  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  district 

The  Agra  Canal.  ^  mitigated  grcat,y  the  effccts  of  ^  droUght 
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of  1877-78  especially  in  the  Pahval  tahsfl.  Since  its  introduction 
in  1875,  the  areas  irrigated  in  each  harvest  have  been  as  follows  : — 


YfcAR. 


1874-  75 

1875-  76 

1876-  77 
1877.78 

1878-  79 

1879-  80 

1880-  81 

1881-  8a 
188283 


a,  167 
4.848 

16,789 
11,828 

5.830 
9.814 

•4.875 

l6,2l2 


9.405 

7.387 
10,265 

3'. 837 
29.447 
5.«75 
31.054 
28, 105 
28,000 


Total 


9  405 
9  554 
»5."3 
48,626 

4'.*75 
11,005 

40,868 

42,980 

44,000 


The  area  irrigated  naturally  varies  with  the  nature  of  the  rainfall 
and  was  largest  in  the  year  of  severest  drought  (1877-78),  and  smallest 
of  late  years  in  1879-80  when  the  rainfall  was  unusually  abundant. 
According  to  the  figures  given  me  by  the  patwarfs  the  areas  irrigat- 
ed during  the  last  two  agricultural  years  were  in  1881-82,  37.665 
acres  and  in  1882-83,  4°»933  acres;  the  difference  between  these 
figures  and  those  given  above  is  chiefly  owing  to  my  having,  in 
tiiking  the  figures  from  the  patwarfs,  counted  lands  producing  a 
crop  in  both  harvests  only  once,  while  the  canal  returns  give  it  twice 
(once  in  each  harvest).    The  irrigation  is  distributed  as  follows  : — 


TAHSIL. 

No.  of  village* 

in  which  irri- 

A«B» :         4TKD  (iW  ACRBS  ) 

gation  takes 
place. 

In  1881-83. 

In  188*83. 

total  cultivated  area  of 
taluJL 

P  »l  1  Wftl     •  • .          .  •  •          *  •  • 

Firozpur   

Noh       ...       ...  ... 

IOI 
11 

25 

*5.494 

2,297 

9.974 

26.374 
2,4«4 
12,145 

■3, 
5 

Total 

137 

37.765 

40,933 

6 

Palwal  tahsfl  thus  benefits  most  from  the  canal  and  in  that 
tahsfl  it  has  largely  supplanted  well  irrigation.  A  number  of  new 
distributaries  are  now  in  course  of  construction  or  about  to  be 
commenced,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  next  few  years  will  see  a 
further  great  development  of  canal  irrigation  in  this  district.  The 
presence  of  the  canal  must  have  greatly  increased  the  produce  of 
those  parts  of  the  district  during  tl>e  years  of  scanty  rainfall ;  but 
it  has  not  been  an  unmixed  benefit,  for,  as  already  noted,  it  has 
caused  all  kachcha  wells  in  its  neighbourhood  to  fall  in ;  and  in  some 
villages  it  seems  to  have  helped  to  cause  land  to  fall  out  of  cultiva- 
tion by  cutting  off  a  part  of  their  area  and  lengthening  the  distance 
daily  travelled  by  the  peasant  to  and  from  his  fields  by  making  him 
go  round  by  a  distant  bridge.  The  fever  which  decimated  the  villages 
in  its  neighbourhood  in  1878  was  by  some  ascribed  to  the  introduc- 


er^' 

Digitized  by  Google 


(    24  ) 


tion  of  canal  irrigation  into  a  dry  country,  but  the  fact  that  in  the 
following  year  the  parts  of  the  district  away  from  the  canal  suffered 
just  as  much  from  fever  tells  against  this  supposition. 

10.    (See  §  59)  Since  the  middle  of  1877,  according  to  the  pat warfo 
Sales  of  lands  returns,  26,266  acres,  or  nearly  3  per  cent,  of 

the  total  cultivated  area  of  the  district,  have 
changed  hands  by  sale  as  follows 


TAHS1L. 

Area 

•oJd»inct  1877  (in  aa 

 1---  :  : —  

Percentaite  on  total 
Cultivated  area. 

Palwal 

Flrozpur 

Niih 

Gurgaon 

Kewari 

«..  ... 

... 

...  ••• 

...  ••. 

•  ••  mm 

•  •  ■ 

• 

3.133 
2.011 

3.680 

7.480 

9.002 

16 
18 

i-8 
40 
40 

Total 

•  .  • 

26,266 

27 

A  considerable  portion  of  this  area  consists  of  whole  villages 
or  large  shares  in  whole  villages  transferred  from  hand  to  hand 
by  non-resident  and  generally  non-agriculturist  owners,  such  as 
follows  ; — 


TAHSIL. 

Village. 

Area  told 
(in  acre.  ) 

Nature  of  transfer. 

Paliral   

Palwal  _ 

Ahrwan 
Raidisk* 

304 
449 

A   share  told  to  1  datives  by 
grantees. 
Ditto. 

F  n  07  pur  .M  ... 
Nuh  -m         tm  ••• 

Gurgion 

... 

Rewarf       ...  ... 

Doha         ...  .. 

Khalilpor  ... 
Hiranthala  ... 
Uaisina 

Haryalieri  

Nandrampurbas  ... 

3.5*7 

1,737 
812 

3,328 
626 
1,040 

Sale  among  relatives,  non-resi- 

dent  owners. 
Sale  by  Ranya  to  Banyi. 
Sale  by  Banyt  to  Kayath. 
Sale  by  non-resident  grantee. 
Ditto. 

Sale  by  non-agriculturist 

Such  sales  are  not  greatly  to  be  regretted,  and  as  much  of  the 
remaining  sale  in  the  first  four  tahsfls  is  by  agriculturists  among 
themselves,  the  poorer  members  of  the  community  selling  their  land 
to  their  richer  relatives,  it  may  be  said  that  except  in  the  Rewarf 
tahsfl  the  sales  are  not  serious.  In  that  tahsfl  however  the  9,002 
acres  which  have  been  sold  within  the  last  six  years  comprise  mostly 
small  plots  of  land  in  123  villages,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  this 
having  been  sold  by  peasant-proprietors  to  Banyis  and  Dhusars, 
members  of  the  non-cultivating  money-lending  classes  ;  and  as  many 
of  the  sellers  are  thrifty  Ahfrs  and  Jats,  this  is  evidence  of  very  severe 
pressure  on  an  industrious  and  provident  population,  and  the  con- 
version of  so  many  thrifty  peasant-proprietors  into  tenants-at-will  of 
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non-agriculturist  money-lenders  is  much  to  be  regretted.  The 
Rewa>{  tahsfl  has  always  been  distinguished  for  the  comparatively 
large  number  of  its  sales  (§  59.) 

The  following  figures  will  show  when  th«  pressure  began  to  be 
felt ;  the  registration  returns  and  those  of  the  Revenue  Report  are 
compiled  independently  of  each  other,  so  the  columns  do  not  neces- 
sarily correspond  : — 


YEAR. 

Instrpmektk  or  sal*  or  »ckici-ltu»al 

L4*D  RfOI^WID  Dlr»l»G  THE  YEAR. 

No. 

(tbcij 

187475 

1875-  76 

1876-  77 

1877-  78 

1878-  79 

1879-  80 
18S0-81 

1881-  82 

1882-  83 

2 

67 
259 
398 

•47 

:i 

no 

45 
43 
43 
112 

169 

75 
7i 

73 
64 

Area  of  land  sold  during 
the  year  according  to 
the  Revenue  Report 
(acres  ) 


499 
1,476 

619 
2,66o 

7.158 
1,829 
2.056 
3.00I 
4,254 


The  sudden  increase  of  sales  in  1877-78  and  1878-79,  the  first 
and  sharpest  years  of  distress,  will  be  noticed. 


II.    (See  §  60).  Regarding  the  areas  mortgaged  there  are  several 

Morteaceof  land.  sets  °^  stat,st'cs — (0  the  figures  given  in  the 

0  gag^  village  Note-books  which  were  taken  from  the 

rough  measurement  papers  before  attestation,  about  1873-76  ;  (2)  the 
statement  (§  60)  drawn  up  after  attestation  had  brought  all  the  mort- 
gages to  record,  which  shows  the  area  under  mortgage  in  the  middle  of 
1877,  before  the  distress  began  and  before  the  new  assessment  came 
into  force  ;  ($)  the  statement  drawn  up  at  Settlement  f§  60)  showing 
the  area  mortgaged  between  1st  July  1877  and  31st  December  1878 
and  brought  to  record  in  the  revenue-papers  ;  (4)  the  figures  now  given 
by  the  patwdrfs  as  showing  the  existing  mortgage  (Appendix  VI J 
According  to  these  different  returns  tlie  area  recorded  as  mortgaged 
in  the  revenue-papers  was  as  follows  at  the  different  periods: — 


Dat». 

Area  under  mortgage 
(acre.) 

Percentage  of  total  cnl* 
tivatcd  area. 

1872-76 

... 

50,481 

1st  July  1877 

... 

64.085 

k 

1st  January  1879  ... 

... 

1,08,227 

II 

1st  April  1883 

... 

1,14,956 

12 
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Probably  much  of  the  increase  between  1872  and  1877  is  merely 
nominal  and  due  to  attestation  which  brought  to  record  many  mort- 
gages which  had  been  effected  privately ;  but  the  44.000  acres  in- 
crease between  1st  July  1877  and  1st  January  1879  was  actual  increase 
of  mortgage  amounting  to  4^  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area 
of  the  district.  This  was  the  time  of  greatest  pressure,  when  the 
crops  had  entirely  failed  and  the  cattle  were  dying  and  the  starving 
peasant  had  to  borrow  largely  for  food  for  his  family,  and  for  cash 
to  pay  the  land-revenue.  It  happened  that  just  then  the  value  of 
the  land  could  be  estimated  with  more  than  usual  certainty.  During 
the  course  of  Settlement  operations  then  approaching  completion, 
rights  in  land  had  been  carefully  attested  throughout  the  district,  and 
the  resulting  record  of  rights  was  practically  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  rights  of  each  cultivator  in  the  land  he  held.  The  new  assessment 
had  just  been  announced  and  the  money-lender  knew  what  the 
charges  on  the  land  would  be  for  the  next  30  years.  He  accordingly 
took  the  opportunity  of  getting  his  debtcr's  best  land  into  his  posses- 
sion by  way  of  mortgage  and  charging  on  it  not  only  the  amount 
then  advanced,  but  all  the  previous  long-standing  debt  increased  by 
exorbitant  interest ;  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  percentage  of 
total  area  does  not  fully  represent  the  extent  of  the  mortgage,  for  it 
is  usually  the  best  land  that  is  mortgaged  as  being  the  most  valu- 
able, the  worst  soils  being  left  on  the  hands  of  the  owner.  The 
following  statement  gives  the  statistics  of  mortgage  since  1874-75, 
(the  registration  figures  and  those  taken  from  the  Revenue  Report 
are  prepared  independently  and  do  not  necessarily  correspond  for  each 
year^: — 


YEAR. 


MORTGAGE  RELATING  TO  AGRICUL- 
TURAL LAUDS  ACCORDING  TO 
KBGftTRATION  RRTURNt. 


MORTGAGRS  ACCORDING  TO 

Annual  Kkvrnur  RsroRTi 

(IN  ACKSS.) 


No.  of 


Aggregate  value 
in  thousands  of 
rupees. 


Area 


1874-  7S 

1875-  76 

1876-  77 

1877-  78 

1878-  79 

1879-  80 

1880-  81 

1881-  8a 

1882-  83 


454 

557 
530 
3.024 
1,266 

Si 
588 

491 


n8 
197 

»44 

523 
294 

125 
172 
17a 
«4i 


2,826 
4.81a 

a.  843 
14.641 

37.943 
5.i«a 
7.4*8 

4.879 
3.613 


a.963 
1,178 
148 
700 
2,67a 

770 
i,6Sa 
a,  104 
2,667 


The  registration  figures  show  most  clearly  when  the  pressure 
was  most  severe,  for  deeds  are  registered  immediately  after  they  are 
executed,  while  mortgages  are  often  not  recorded  in  the  Revenue 
Records  at  all,  and  often  not  for  some  time  after  the  execution  of 
the  deed,  when  the  patwarf s  girddwati  brings  to  light  the  fact  of  trans- 
fer of  possession.  The  number  of  mortgage-deeds  registered  in 
1877-78  was  over  five  times  the  number  registered  in  an  ordinary  year 
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The  large  number  of  small  mortgages  registered  in  the  year  is  re- 
markable, the  average  mortgage  money  per  deed  having  been  only 
Rs.  173,  while  in  ordinary  years  it  is  about  Rs.  300.  It  was  not  the 
realisation  of  the  land-revenue  so  much  as  the  pressure  of  starvation 
that  led  to  such  a  great  increase  of  mortgage  in  1877-78,  for  in  Sep- 
tember and  October  of  that  year,  long  before  the  Kharif  instalment 
became  due,  the  extraordinary  number  of  mortgage-deeds  presented 
for  registration  became  a  marked  feature  in  the  returns,  especially  of 
the  Meo  tahsfls  of  Nun  and  Ffrozpur.  It  will  be  observed  that  in 
no  year  since  1 874-75  has  the  area  redeemed  exceeded  the  area 
mortgaged,  so  that  the  area  burdened  has  been  steadily  increasing. 
This  is  shown  clearly  by  the  following  figures  taken  from  the  Annual 
Revenue  Reports : — 


Ar«a  in  Acr»». 

1 

YEAR. 

^  Mortgaged 

Redeemed 
during  the 

Under  mortgage 
M  the  clone  of 
the  year 

Mortgage-debt 
at  the  clo»e  of 
the  year. 

Avrajje  of  tnort* 
g»ge-debl  per 

1876-  77 

1877-  78 

1878-  79 

1879-  80 

1880-  81 

1881-  82 

1882-  83 

14,641 
37.943 

5,11a 

7.448 
4.879 
3.613 

700 

2,671 

■Jg 

2,104 

2.667 

56.4M 

70.352 
1,05,624 

1,09,966 

M5.732 

1,18.507 
1. 19.453 

9.92,700 
12,37.918 
16,98,227 

I7.9M54 
19,00.243 
19,65,607 
20,25,664 

18 

17 
16 
16 
16 
17 

»7 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  area  1,19,453  acres,  here  given  as  on 
mortgnge  on  1st  April  1883  is  somewhat  higher  than  that  given  by 
the  patwarfs  as  recorded  in  their  papers  (1,14,956,)  but  the  difference 
is  not  great,  and  it  may  be  said  that  at  present  12  per  cent,  of  the 
total  cultivated  area  of  the  district  is  under  mortgage  for  over  20 
lakhs  of  rupees,  or  more  than  \%  year's  revenue  of  the  whole  district, 
and  that  the  average  mortgage-debt  is  about  Rs.  1 7  per  acre  or  1 2 
years'  land-revenue  of  the  land  mortgaged.  It  may  also  be  said 
that  the  area  mortgaged  and  the  mortgage-debt  have  doubled  within 
the  last  six  years.  The  following  statement  will  show  in  what  tahsfls 
the  mortgage  is  greatest : — 


TAHSIL. 

Mortoag ■  oa  ist  July  1877. 

RSCOKDBD  MORTCAC8  ON 

ist  Aran.  1889. 

Increase  per 
ctnt.  °fjotMl 

Area  in  Acres. 

Percentage  of 
total  cultiva- 
ted area 

Area  in  Acres. 

Percentage  of 
total  cultiva- 
ted area. 

Palwal       ...  ... 

Firoxpur    ...  ... 

N&h  »<» 
Gurgaon 

Kcwan      ...  ... 

Total 

IO,434 
21,279 

24.969 
3.989 
3.4«4 

s 

.  13 

II 

2 
2 

18,651 
33.407 
37.643 
8,704 

■0,551 

9 

20 
18 

S 
7 

4 

7 
7 
3 
5 

64.085 

7 

li  14.956 

12 

5 

/ 
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The  greatest  increase  of  mortgage  has  thus  been  in  the  Meo  tahsfls 
of  Nuh  and  Ffrozpur,  where  already  the  area  mortgaged  was  much 
greater  than  in  the  other  tahsfls  ;  but  it  is  perhaps  most  to  be  regret- 
ted in  the  Ahir  tahsil  of  Rewan  where,  with  a  thrifty  and  industri- 
ous proprietary,  mortgage  has  increased  from  under  2  to  over  7  per 
cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  area  mortgaged  is  held  by  agricul- 
turists, and  such  cases  are  not  so  much  to  be  regretted,  especially 
where  the  mortgagees  arc  members  of  the  same  brotherhood,  the 
same  village  community,  as  the  mortgagors.  In  this  district  there 
are  many  large  village  communities  of  long  standing,  connected 
together  by  ties  of  blood,  each  peasant-proprietor  cultivating  his 
own  plot  of  land,  and  handing  it  down  to  his  sons  in  equal  shares. 
As  there  is  no  custom  of  primogeniture,  and  gifts  and  wills  are 
almost  unknown,  and  in  such  communities  the  strong  feeling  of  the 
brotherhood  makes  sales  of  land  very  rare,  in  process  of  time  as 
population  increases,  the  land  is  much  subdivided,  and  many  of  the 
proprietors  come  to  have  each  only  enough  land  to  support  him  and 
his  family  in  ordinary  times.  When  drought  or  trouble  comes,  such 
men  are  the  first  to  succumb,  and  in  order  to  obtain  food  or  to  pay 
the  land-revenue,  they  mortgage  a  part  or  the  whole  of  their  ances- 
tral land,  before  emigrating  in  search  of  subsistence  elsewhere. 
Should  any  of  the  brotherhood,  either  owing  to  greater  industry  and 
thrift  or  better  fortune,  such  as  that  of  belonging  to  a  family  which 
has  increased  in  numbers  more  slowly  than  its  neighbours,  be  in  a 
position  to  advance  the  money  required,  he  is  generally  willing  to  do 
so,  rather  than  let  the  land  get  into  the  hands  of  outsiders.  Thus 
in  times  of  trouble  the  wealthier  members  of  the  community  make 
advances  from  their  savings  to  help  their  poorer  relatives,  and  take 
in  exchange  some  of  their  fields  to  be  held  by  them  under  mortgage, 
and  generally  cultivated  by  them.  In  some  villages  mortgages  of 
this  nature  are  very  numerous,  and  of  several  generations  standing. 
This  result  is  not  greatly  to  be  deplored,  for  it  takes  the  land  out  of 
the  hands  of  those  least  able  to  cultivate  it,  and  puts  it  into  the 
hands  of  those  who  have  at  the  time  most  means  of  cultivation  at 
their  disposal ;  aud,  moreover,  the  peasant-proprietor,  who  thus  sees 
his  land  held  by  a  relative  who  is  a  member  of  the  same  village 
community,  has  not  the  same  bitter  feeling  that  is  always  present  to 
him  when  his  land  is  held  by  a  man  of  a  village  or  tribe  different 
from  his  own.  Many  such  mortgages  are  due  to  pressure  used  in 
times  of  distress  for  the  realisation  of  the  land-revenue.  A  pro- 
prietor is  pressed  to  pay  the  revenue  demand,  and  has  at  the 
time  no  means  of  paying  it ;  the  revenue  authorities  compel  some 
solvent  co-proprietor  to  pay  the  sum  due,  and  the  defaulter  mort- 
gages one  of  his  fields  for  the  amount  to  the  relative  who  has 
paid  it.  This  process,  which  has  been  very  common  in  this  district, 
accounts  on  the  one  hand  for  the  large  number  of  mortgages  within 
the  village  community,  and  on  the  other,  for  the  very  small  num- 
ber of  cases  in  which  the  revenue  authorities  have  formally  trans- 
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ferred  a  defaulter's  share  to  a  solvent  co-proprietor.  The  result  is 
the  same,  but  it  is  effected  by  a  nominally  voluntary  transfer  and 
not  by  direct  revenue  process,  and  is  one  of  the  consequences  of 
enforcing  the  joint  responsibility  of  the  whole  village  community  for 
the  payment  of  the  land-revenue.  It  is  only  when  the  village  com- 
munity itself  is  unable  to  pay  the  Government  demand  and  to  make 
the  necessary  advances  to  its  poorer  members,  and  has  to  transfer 
a  portion  of  its  land  to  a  money-lender  or  other  outsider  that  the 
evil  becomes  a  great  one.  I  have  obtained  from  the  patwans  for 
each  village  details  showing  how  much  of  the  present  recorded 
mortgage  is  in  the  hands  of  members  of  the  brotherhood,  and  how 
much  in  the  hands  of  outsiders.  The  totals  for  the  tahsfls  are  given 
below : — 

Detail  of  mortgage  on  1st  April  1883. 


TAHSII.. 

Ark*  (in  acuks)  moktoagio. 

P«RC«NTAGK  ON  TOTAL  cm.TIVA- 
Tll)  IKht  UP  AHKA  KDK1GK.KO. 

To  Co  sharers 

To  uut.ide«. 

To  Co-*hareri. 

To  outsiders. 

Palwal 

Ftrozpur      ...  ... 

Nah 

CJurgaon 

Rewari 

Total 

8,241 

I3»?79 
2,028 

2.735 

10,410 
23,170 
24.C64 
6,676 
13,8.6 

4 

6 

7 
1 

I 

5 

'*  . 
12 

4 
6 

36,820 

78,136 

4 

8 

Thus  a  third  of  the  area  mortgaged  is  held  by  members  of  the 
same  community,  and  only  8  per  cent,  of  the  total  area  is  h«*ld  by 
outsiders.  Much  of  the  latter  area  too  is  held  by  agriculturists. 
In  the  Meo  country  I  was  struck  with  the  large  area  held  on  mort- 
gage in  one  village  by  comparatively  prosperous  cultivators  belong- 
ing to  other  villages,  and  throughout  the  district  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  a  similar  state  of  things.  Again,  a  very  large  area  In  some 
villages  is  held  on  mortgage  in  small  plots  by  agriculturists  resident 
in  the  village,  but  not  members  of  the  proprietary  body,  such  as 
Chamars,  Kumhars  and  even  Chuhras,  men  who  have  been  able  to 
advance  a  little  money  to  some  needy  proprietor,  and  have  taken  in 
exchange  the  right  to  cultivate  a  plot  of  his  land  until  the  loan  is 
repaid.  This  is  almost  equivalent  to  the  purchase  of  a  right  of  occu- 
pancy in  the  field,  and  as  in  such  cases  also  the  transfer  brings  the 
land  into  the  hands  of  a  thrifty  peasant  who  actually  cultivates  it 
himself,  it  is  not  much  to  be  regretted.  It  is  only  the  mortgages  to 
non-agriculturist  money-lenders  that  are  greatly  to  be  deplored. 
In  not  a  few  of  such  cases  also,  although  the  mortgagee  generally 
stipulates  for  the  right  to  hold  the  land  in  his  own  possession,  he 
leaves  the  peasant-mortgagor  in  cultivating  possession  of  the  land  and 
takes  from  him  only  a  reasonable  interest  on  the  debt  after  allow- 


Digitized  by  Go 


(  30  ) 


ing  for  the  revenue  and  cesses  payable  on  the  land.  Still  there 
remains  a  very  large  area  of  land  in  all  parts  of  the  district  which 
the  non-agriculturist  mortgagee  has  firmly  in  his  possession,  sub-let- 
ting it  to  the  peasant  mortgagor  at  a  rackrent,  or  ejecting  him  and 
putting  in  a  stranger  as  his  tenant.  Such  ejectment  from  the  land 
his  family  have  cultivated  for  generations  is  the  greatest  hardship 
that  can  be  inflicted  on  the  peasant-proprietor,  and  gives  rise  to  much 
misery,  intensified  by  a  feeling  of  bitterness  against  the  mortgagee. 

We  have  found  in  a  great  many  villages  that  besides  the  area 
recorded  as  mortgaged  in  the  pa  twins'  papers,  there  is  a  large  area 
of  private  and  unrecorded  mortgage.  Much  of  this  is  mortgage  without 
possession,  the  land  having  simply  been  hypothecated  for  payment 
of  debt,  but  there  is  a  large  area  which  has  been  mortgaged  with 
possession,  and  often  by  registered  deed,  but  which  has  not  been  so 
recorded  in  the  revenue  records.  This  is  no  doubt  partly  due  to 
the  neglect  of  the  patwans  and  tahsfl  officials  in  not  bringing 
changes  of  possession  to  record,  but  in  many  cases  it  is  due  to  the 
unwillingness  of  the  parties  themselves  to  have  the  mortgage  re- 
corded, aud  to  pay  the  costs  of  mutation,  the  mortgagee  being 
content  to  trust  to  the  honesty  of  his  client  or  to  his  registered 
mortgage-deed.  There  seems  doubt  as  to  whether  such  a  mort- 
gage can  be  recorded  without  the  consent  of  at  least  one  of  the 
parties,  and  practically,  unless  one  of  them  applies  for  mutation 
the  transaction  is  left  unrecorded.  I  have  endeavoured  to  obtain 
figures  from  the  pa  twin's  showing  for  each  village  the  area  of 
unrecorded  mortgage  (Appendix  VI.)  These  figures  are  not  very 
trustworthy,  for  in  some  cases  the  patwiri  himself  did  not  know  the 
amount  of  private  mortgage  in  the  village,  and  in  some  cases  they 
include  land  only  hypothecated  without  possession.  The  totals  are 
as  follows 


TAHSIL. 

A  111  Or  1'NIF.rOBDRD  MORTGAGE 

(ackcs.) 

PercenU/r  of  total  on  total  culti- 
vated area. 

To  Co-»harera . 

To  outsiders. 

Palwal 

Firozpur 

Null 

Gurgann 

Rcvari 

Total 

3-977 
4,640 

365 

598 

251 

4.°4» 

5,808 

706 
1.IC5 
6,616 

4 

6 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

9,831 

18,276 

3 

This  raises  the  percentage  of  mortgage  to  15  per  cent  of  the 
total  cultivated  area. 

In  distributing  the  temporary  reductions  over  the  holdings  we 
exempted  outsiders  from  participation  in  the  benefit,  and  in  order 
to  do  this,  the  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner  attested  the  holdings 
of  such  outsiders  before  the  assembled  headmen  and  leading  pro- 
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prietors  of  each  village.  The  reductions,  if  given  at  the  same  rate 
to  all  holdings  in  the  720  most  distressed  villages,  would  have 
amounted  to  Rs.  1,06440,  but  by  exempting  outsiders  a  saving  of 
Rs.  12,634  was  effected  ;  so  that  in  those  villages  land  paying  12  per 
cent  of  the  revenue  is  held  by  outsiders,  men  who  are  not  members 
of  the  brotherhood  or  agriculturists  resident  in  the  village  and  who 
have  obtained  possession  by  mortgage  or  recent  purchase.  The 
proportions  for  the  different  tahsils  are  as  follows: — 


Tamsil. 

No  of  villages  in 
w  hich  temporary  re 
duction  U  granted 

Amount  of  reduc* 
tiou  if  granted 
to  all. 

Amount  saved  i>n     Percentage  of 
lands  held  by      revenue  paid  by 
outsiders       1  outsiders 

Palwal 
Firozpur 
Nuh  ... 
Gurgaon 

Kewari       ...  ... 

Total 

I06 
I48 
214 

99 
»53 

Ks. 
22,206 
22008 
28,187 
12.881 
21.158 

Ks. 

2,212 
3.929 

1,928 

IO 
18 

14 

6 
8 

720 

1,06,440 

12,634 

12 

The  transferable  value  of  land  has  greatly  decreased  during  the 
last  few  years,  and  it  is  a  common  complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
peasants  that  their  credit  is  gone  and  that  no  one  will  any  longer 
advance  them  anything  on  their  land,  and  on  the  part  of  mortgagees 
and  other  investors  in  land  that  they  have  lost  greatly  by  their  in- 
vestment. Indeed,  several  mortgagees  have  offered  to  give  up  all 
claim  to  the  debt  secured  if  only  they  are  relieved  from  the  burden 
of  having  to  pay  the  revenue  and  cesses  due  on  the  land  mortgaged. 
There  is  no  doubt  good  ground  for  the  complaint ;  and  it  is  also  true 
that  a  very  large  number  of  peasants  are  much  more  deeply  in  debt 
to  their  bankers  now  than  they  were  six  years  a^o. 

12.    Thus  while  in  the  middle  of  the  year  1877  the  condition 
Summary  °^       Gurgaon  District  was  one   of  unusual 

prosperity,  the  failure  of  the  rains  in  that 
year  and  their  unseasonableness  in  the  following  years  have  led  to  a 
scanty  outturn  in  nine  harvests  out  of  twelve.  It  is  estimated  that 
nearly  half  the  cattle  in  the  district,  including  more  tlu.n  a  fourth 
of  the  plough-cattle,  died  or  disappeared,  and  th.it  there  are  still 
some  25,000  bullocks  fewer  than  there  were  before  the  drought. 
One-seventh  of  the  population  died  in  the  two  years,  1878-80,  in  a 
severe  epidemic  of  fever,  and  it  is  now  70,000  or  10  per  cent,  short  of 
its  number  in  1877.  Cultivation  fell  off  greatly  and  is  still  5  per  cent, 
below  its  ordinary  area,  and  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  men  and  cattle 
the  standard  of  cultivation  has  fallen  off  seriously,  and  kdtis  grass  and 
other  long-rooted  plants  have  spread  over  land  formerly  cultivated. 
Irrigation  from  wells,  however,  has  been  kept  up  on  the  whole,  and 
the  extension  of  irrigation  from  the  Agra  Canal  has  enabled  many 
villages  to  bear  better  the  effects  of  the  bad  seasons.  Nearly  3 
per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  district  has  changed  hands  by 
sale  during  the  six  years,  and  the  area  mortgaged  has  increased  from 
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7  to  12  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area,  the  mortgage-debt 
being  now  over  twenty  lakhs  of  rupees.  The  transferable  value  of 
land  has  fallen,  and  the  burden  of  debt  on  the  peasants  has  greatly 
increased.  Large  tracts  of  land  formerly  cultivated  but  now  lying 
waste,  villages  half  deserted  and  in  ruins,  and  the  ill-clad  appearance 
of  the  surviving  inhabitants,  bear  witness  to  the  impoverishment  of 
the  peasantry  ;  and  the  present  condition  of  the  district  forms  a 
marked  contrast  to  the  prosperity  of  six  short  years  ago. 

CHAPTER  II.— The  action  of  Government  and  the  Remedies 

applied. 

13.  Unfortunately  for  the  district  the  Settlement  operations 
Enhancement  of  the  Keve-    which  had  been  in  progress  since  1872,  had  in 

nue-  the  beginning  of  1877,  while  the  district  was 

still  at  the  height  of  its  prosperity  and  there  was  no  sign  of  the  coming 
troubles,  reached  such  a  stage  that  the  new  assessments  were 
announced  throughout  the  district  to  come  into  force  with  the  kharif 
instalment  of  1877.  The  result  of  the  revision  of  assessment  was 
to  raise  the  total  revenue  of  the  district  (including  assignments) 
from  Rs.  11,03,339  to  Rs.  12,78,113,  an  increase  of  16  per  cent.,  and 
after  deductions  for  revenue-free  holdings  and  allowances  to  zail- 
dars,  chief-headmen,  &c.  it  raised  the  actual  revenue-roll  from 
Rs.  10,86,113  to  Rs.  12,28,672,  nn  increase  of  Rs.  1,42,559  or  13  per 
cent.  The  very  first  season  in  which  this  enhanced  assessment  came 
into  force  was  the  disastrous  khanf  of  1877,  and  thus  the  new  Settle- 
ment and  the  period  of  agricultural  distress  began  together,  a 
coincidence  which  is  apt  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  increase 
of  the  land-revenue  demand  was  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  dis- 
tress. The  account  given  in  the  preceding  paragraphs  will  have 
shown  that  the  distress  is  really  due  to  the  unfavourable  seasons,  and 
that  the  increase  of  as'sessment,  although  it  must  have  aggravated  the 
evil,  is  one  of  the  least  important  of  the  causes  that  have  led  to  it 

14.  The  following  statement  of  demand,  collections  and  ba- 
lances of  land-revenue  proper  is  taken  from 
the  statements  attached  to  the  annual 
Revenue  Report. 


Collections,  balances  and 
remissions     of  land-reve- 


Via. 

Dkmavo. 

COLLICTIOBS 

Percentage  on  the 
annual  demand  of. 

For  the  year. 

On  account  of 
previous  years. 

Total 
collection*. 

Collection* 
for  the 

Total 
collection*. 

1874-75 

10.86,913 

10,79,896 

2,oSl 

IO,8l.977 

too 

1875-70 

10,86.220 

10,68,163 

IO.68.l63 

I 

98 

1*76-77 

10,86,115 

10.68,338 

4,806 

io.73.  «44 

98 

99 

1877.78 

11,99.230 

10,60,882 

2,087 

10,62,969 

88 

89 

1878-79 

12,64,506 

11,97,460 

5I.6SS 

12,49,148 

95 

99 

1879-80 

12,28,672 

«l.79.9'4 

37.261 

12.17.175 

96 

99 

1880-81 

12,29,297 

12,07,787 

33.887 

12,41,674 

98 

IOI 

1881 -8a 

12,29,000 

12,00,057 

18,321 

12,18,378 

98 

99 

1882-83 

12,28,525 

9,M,253 

3.425 

9,17,678 

74 

75 

» 

•  • 

Digitized  by  Google 


(  33  ) 


\ 


It  appears  then  that  until  last  year,  notwithstanding  the  long 
period  of  bad  seasons,  only  in  one  year,  namely  1877-78,  did  the 
collections  of  land  revenue  vary  from  the  demand  by  more  than  10 
per  cent.  The  character  of  the  assessment  therefore  as  a  fixed 
demand  has  throughout  been  maintained. 

The  following  Statement  shows  the  amount  in  arrear  at  the  end  of 
each  financial  year  and  the  sums  remitted  from  the  land-revenue 
demand. 


Balances 

Remissions. 

Year. 

Of  the  year 
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character  of  the  assessment  as  a  fixed  demand  was  maintained. 
In  no  year  did  the  amount  in  arrear  exceed  12  per  cent,  of  the 
demand,  and  the  total  remissions  during  this  period  of  depression, 
including  those  fortherabi  of  1882,  amounted  only  to  Rs.  1,60,292 
or  13  per  cent,  of  one  year's  demand.  The  total  unremitted  balance 
due  on  the  31st  October  1882  was  only  Rs.  8448  or  less  than  1 
per  cent,  of  the  annual  demand,  and  the  large  balance  due  on  31st 
March  1883  consisted  chiefly  of  the  liberal  suspensions  granted  in 
the  khanf  instalment,  November — December  1882. 

It  will  make  the  account  between  Government  and  the  peasants 
more  complete  if  we  include  the  Settlement  parcha  fees,  which  were 
levied  in  the  same  way  as  the  land-revenue,  and  the  collections  on 
account  of  takkdvi  advances  which  were  also  realised  in  the  same  way 
as  land-revenue,  deducting  the  ta  kkdvi  advances  made  by  Government 
as  to  a  certain  extent  lessening  the  burden  of  the  land-revenue  for 
the  time.    The  result  is  shown  in  the  following  Statement. 
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Thus  while  the  net  collections  were  in  1877  only  12  per 
cent,  short  of  the  demand,  they  in  1878  came  to  within  4  per  cent, 
of  it,  and  in  the  following  three  years  were,  including  the  collections 
of  arrears  and  parcka  fees,  actually  higher  than  the  revenue  demand 
for  the  year. 

While  the  agricultural  population  of  the  Gurgdon  district  has 
suffered  a  loss  which  at  a  low  estimate  may  be  put  at  over  a  crore 
of  rupees,  the  total  loss  incurred  by  Government  up  to  October  1882 
was  under  two  lakhs.  The  total  remissions  up  to  that  date 
amounted  to  Rs.  1,60,292,  and  the  balance  was  then  only  Rs.  844S. 
Had  the  former  Settlement  remained  in  force,  the  land-revenue 
demand  for  the  five  years,  1877-82,  would  have  been  Rs.  54,30,565, 
while  the  actual  collections  on  account  of  land  revenue  and  parcha 
fees  during  that  period  have  been  Rs.  60,89,088.  The  revision  of 
Settlement  has  thus  led  to  the  realisation  of  6\  lakhs  more  than 
could  have  been  realised  had  the  former  Settlement  remained  in 
force. 

15.    Notwithstanding  the  rigidity  with  which  the  land-revenue 

has  been  realised,  attempts  have  been  made 

viouflyappi ted.  fCl     PrC*    from  time  to  tim"  0,1  behalf  of  Government 

to  help  the  struggling  peasants.    At  the  very 

beginning  of  the  distress,  when  the  rains  first  failed,  in  September 

1877,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  Settlement  Officer  submitted  a 

proposal  for  the  general  suspension  of  half  the  kharif  instalment 

and    in    event   of   continued   drought,   of  the  other   half  also  in 

many  villages.    The  Commissioner  supported  this  recommendation, 

but  the    Financial   Commissionecr  could  not   entertain   any  such 

general  proposition,  and  directed  that  only  in  special  cases,  after  full 

enquiry  and  report,  should  the  demand  be  suspended.    Owing  to  the 

wide-spread   famine   in   Southern  India,  it   was   a  time  of  general 

financial    pressure   and    Government   could  not  afford  to  be  liberal. 

Still  suspensions  were  ultimately  granted  amounting  to  Rs  1,22,438, 

or  about  one-fifth  of  the  kharif  instalment.    In   1878  and  in  1879 

remissions  were  sanctioned  amounting  to  Rs.  53,797,  and  takkdvi 

advances  for  the  purchase   of  seed  and  bullocks  were  granted  to  the 

amount  of   Rs    50.000.    The  remissions   would  have  been  greater 

had  not  the  kharif  and  rabf  of  1 879-80  promised  to  be  unusually 

good,  and  this  expectation  would  have  been  fulfilled,  had  not  the 

fever  epidemic  of  that  year  prostrated  the  entire  population,    In  the 

beginning  of  1879  I  was  deputed  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the 

Landoha  valley  and  report  whether  the  assessment  of  the  villages 

in  that  neighbourhood  was  not  too  high.    I  urged  that  there  was  no 

sufficient  reason  for  considering  the  assessment  too  severe,  and  that 

to  reduce  the  assessment  for  the  whole  period  of  Settlement  would 

entail  great  loss  on  Government,  and  except  for  the  first  few  years 

confer  no  adequate  counterbalancing  advantage  on  the  people.  I 

recommended  remission  of  almost  all  balances  and  a  considerable 

deduction  of  assessment  for  five  or  ten  years  in  the  worst  villages  to 
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enable  them  to  recover  themselves.  It  was  decided  however  that 
there  was  no  immediate  necessity  for  any  such  measure,  and  in 
September  1879  the  Additional  Financial  Commissioner  (Col.  Davies) 
wrote  :  "  The  present  season  promises  to  be  a  very  good  one,  and  if 
its  promise  be  fulfilled  and  it  be  followed  by  a  few  others  as  good, 
there  seems  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  worst  villages  will  re- 
cover their  lost  condition.  If  unhappily  this  expectation  should  not 
be  realized,  it  will  then  be  time  to  take  into  consideration  the  neces- 
sity of  granting  reductions  of  revenue.  At  present  this  seems  pre- 
mature and  unnecessary."  The  hoped-for  good  seasons  however 
did  not  come,  and  in  1881  further  suspensions  were  granted  and  re- 
missions amounting  to  Rs.  16,900  were  sanctioned. 

16.    In  January  1882  the  Financial  Commissioner  (Mr.  Lyall) 
Inspection  tour  of  ihe    after  marching  through  the  district,  came  to 
Financial  Commissioner, and    the  conclusion  that  the  continued  failure  of 
in&irnctions  issued.  good  seasons  made  it  necessary  to  give  up  the 

hope  of  restoring  prosperity  to  the  distressed  villages  by  granting 
suspensions  and  remissions  season  by  season,  and  directed  that 
proposals  should  be  submitted  for  taking  some  of  the  worst  villages 
under  direct  management,  for  the  reduction  of  assessment  for  term 
of  Settlement  of  those  villages  whose  assessment  seemed  to  have 
been  pitched  too  high,  and  for  the  reduction  for   short  periods  of 
the  assessment  of  villages  which  had  been  weakened  by  the  suc- 
cession of  bad  seasons.    Extra   Assistant  Commissioner  Ajudhfd 
Parshad  was  deputed  to  conduct  the  necessary  enquiries  under 
the   orders  of  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  and  commenced  his  in- 
spection of  the  villages  of  tahsfl  Fi'rozpur.    Owing  to  the  general 
failure  of  the  rabf  harvest,  remissions  were  applied    for  in  May 
1882,  and  sanctioned   to  the  amount    of  Rs.  89,395,  chiefly  on 
account  of  the  rabf  instalment.    Advances  for  the  purchase  of 
bullocks  to  the  amount  of  nearly  Rs.  50,000  were  also  distributed  in 
April  and  May.    By  the  31st  of  October  1 882  almost  the  whole  of 
the  remaining    balances  and  of    the  rabf  instalment   had  been 
collected,  and   the  unremitted   arrears   then   amounted   to  only 
Rs.  8,448,    or    less  than  1  per  cent,  of  the  annual  demand.  In 
August  1882,  after  the  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner  had  inspect- 
ed the  whole  of  tahsfl  Fi'rozpur,  a  report  was  submitted  ptopos- 
ing   reductions   in   that   tahsfl.    The   reductions   proposed  were 
sanctioned,  but  instructions  were  afterwards  given  for  the  revision 
of  those  proposals  in  the  direction  of  greater  liberality,  and  they 
are  merged  in  the  present  recommendations. 

In  the  beginning  of  November  1882,  I  was  deputed  to  aid 
in  revising  the  assessment  of  the  distressed  villages.  As  local 
knowledge  is  one  of  the  first  requisites  in  work  of  this  kind,  I 
may  note  what  previous  opportunities  the  officers  engaged  on  this 
work  have  had  of  learning  something  of  the  district.  Mr.  Roberts, 
Deputy  Commissioner,  assumed  charge  of  the  district  in  March 
1877,  and  has  held  charge  of  it  ever  since,  with  the  exception  of 
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an  interval  of  a  year's  furlough  from  February  1881  to  January 
1883,  and  some  short  intervals  of  leave,  &c.  He  has  thus  held 
charge  of  the  district  almost  all  through  the  period  of  distress  and 
has  watched  its  development.  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner 
Ajudhia  Parshad  had  no  knowledge  of  the  district  previous  to  his 
deputation  here  in  1882,  but  had  for  ten  years  served  in  the 
neighbouring  district  of  Delhi  as  Superintendent  of  Settlement  and 
Extra  Assistant  Settlement  Officer  and  as  Extra  Assistant 
Commissioner.  I  served  in  the  Gurgaon  district  from  January  1878  to 
August  1879  as  Assistant  Settlement  Officer  and  thus  saw  the  begin- 
ning of  the  distress  and  learned  something  of  the  district  during  my 
tours  and  inspection  of  villages. 

17.    In  December  1882  and  January  1883   His  Honour  the 
Tour  of  the  Lieutenant-    Lieutenant-Governor    marched  through  the 
Governor  and  instructions    district  and  took  the  whole    question  into 
issued-  consideration.    Permission  was  given  for  the 

announcement  of  large  suspensions  of  the  current  khanf  instalment, 
and  for  the  proposal  of  liberal  remissions  for  villages  in  a  depressed 
state  ;  and  after  correspondence  with  the  Financial  Commissioner,  in- 
structions regarding  the  principles  on  which  reductions  were  to  be 
granted  were  issued  to  the  following  effect :  The  Deputy  Com- 
missioner and  Settlement  Officer  were  directed,  in  considering  the 
circumstances  of  the  distressed  villages  to  pay  special  attention  to 
the  following  points  on  which  it  seemed  to  Sir  Charles  Aitchison 
that  the  assessments  had  erred  on  the  side  of  severity :  (1).  The 
cultivated  and  naturally  flooded  areas  (dahri)  had  been  estimated  at 
too  high  a  figure.  (2).  The  high  rate  for  land  irrigated  from  wells 
had  been  assessed  on  a  larger  area  than  is  so  irrigated  on  an 
average  of  years.  (%).  The  former  assessment  had  been  retained  or 
raised  in  some  villages  in  which  the  revenue  rates  showed  that 
some  reduction  would  not  have  been  unreasonable.  (4)  The 
assessment  on  the  poorer  soils  {bhur)  was  too  high.  Where  there 
seemed  reason  on  these  or  other  grounds  to  fear  that  the  village 
was  over-assessed  at  Settlement,  especially  where  the  assessment 
had  been  largely  increased,  or  where,  judging  from  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  village,  it  seemed  improbable  that  it  would  be  able  to 
pay  the  original  demand  for  a  long  number  of  years,  although  the 
enhancement  had  not  been  great  or  the  village  seemingly  over- 
assessed  at  Settlement,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  Settlement 
Officer  were  directed  to  announce  a  reduction  of  the  demand  for  the 
whole  term  of  Settlement.  In  cases  where  the  assessment  did  not  seem 
too  high  for  the  village  in  its  normal  condition,  and  temporary 
relief  only  seemed  necessary  owing  to  a  temporary  reduction  in 
resources,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  Settlement  Officer  were 
authorised  to  announce  a  reduction  of  the  assessment  for  a  term  of 
seven  years,  the  limit  for  the  reduction  of  the  Revenue-Roll  being 
fixed  at  Rs.  1,40,000,  or  approximately  the  amount  of  the  increase 
resulting  from  the  recent  revision  of  Settlement.    A  general  report 
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was  also  to  be  submitted  on  the  character  of  the  rates  adopted  at 
Settlement,  the  enhancement  of  the  revenue  then  demanded  and  the 
general  financial  position  of  the  district.  Sanction  was  also  ob- 
tained to  the  grant  of  advances  for  the  purchase  of  plough-bullocks 
to  the  amount  of  a  lakh  and  a  half. 

1 8.  The  first  thing  to  be  done  was  to  decide  how  much  of 

the  khanf  instalment  should  be  realised  and 

JSSSmL  l,ow  much  suspended    No  pressure  was  put 

upon  the  villages  to  pay  in  the  instalment 
until  the  case  of  each  had  been  taken  fully  into  consideration. 
This  necessarily  led  to  considerable  delay  in  realising  the  demand, 
and  on  31st  March  1883  the  amount  of  the  khanf  instalment  in  arrear 
was  Rs.  2,5  5,636.  Of  this  we  have  recommended  that  Rs.  1,95,432  or 
nearly  a  third  of  the  whole  instalment  should  be  remitted,  and  of  the 
remaining  Rs.  60,204  which  we  consider  should  be  realised,  almost 
the  whole  had  been  realised  up  to  31st  July  1883  ;  and  the  realisable 
balance  of  khanf  1882  on  that  date  was  less  than  Rs.  4,000. 

19.  At  first  it  was  intended  to  confine   the  enquiry  to  the 
Tn.r^ttnn  «r  v!it™         southern  part  of  the  district— to  the  Meo 

Inspection  of  villages.  r,  .  ,  ,  .  . 

country  and  the  tract  immediately  adjoining 
it  on  the  east ;  but  the  large  number  of  petitions  presented  from  all 
parts  of  the  district,  especially  during  the  progress  of  His  Honour 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  showed  that  nothing  would  satisfy  the 
people  unless  the  case  of  every  village  in  the  district  were  taken  up 
and  separately  considered.  We  accordingly  parcelled  out  the  dis- 
trict between  us  for  inspection.  The  Deputy  Commissioner 
(Mr.  Roberts,/  had  already  often  marched  through  all  parts  of  the 
district  and  during  last  cold  weather  he  inspected  each  one  of  the 
309  villages  of  the  Rewari  tahsil,  besides  seeing  a  considerable 
number  of  villages  in  the  other  tahsils.  Munshi  Ajudlu'a  Parshad 
had  already  inspected  the  whole  of  tahsfl  Fi'rozpur  ^244)  and  Nuh 
(2$g),  he  now  inspected  all  the  227  villages  of  tahsil  Gurgaon  and 
the  195  villages  of  tahsil  Palwal,  besides  again  seeing  a  number  of 
villages  in  Nuh  and  Firozpur.  I  inspected  every  village  in  tahsils 
Nuh  and  Firozpur,  about  50  villages  in  Palwal  and  all  but  some 
20  villages  in  Gurgaon  tahsil.  So  that  every  one  of  the  1264 
villages  in  the  district  has  been  visited  during  the  last  cold  weather 
by  one  of  us  three  officers,  and  many  of  them  have  been  seen  by  two 
or  all  of  us.  In  making  rapid  inspections  like  this,  in  which  it  was 
often  necessary  to  see  ten  or  more  villages  in  a  day,  it  was  not  pos- 
sible to  inspect  them  very  thoroughly.  One  could  only  ride  into  the 
village,  call  the  headmen,  get  them  to  point  out  the  ruined  and 
deserted  parts  of  the  village,  the  land  out  of  cultivation,  and  the 
wells  out  of  use,  listen  to  their  complaints  and  objections,  enquire 
into  the  truth  of  them  so  far  as  it  could  be  done  rapidly  on  the 
spot,  record  a  few  notes  in  one's  pocket-book,  and  ride  on  to  the 
next  village.    I  made  a  practice  of  daily  calling  the  headmen  and 
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pa  twins  of  the  villages  inspected  to  my  tent  and  after  enquiry  from 
them  and  examination  of  the  papers,  noting  more  fully  the  statistics 
of  the  village  to  be  afterwards  transferred  with  my  inspection- 
notes  to  the  village  Note-book.  In  this  way  one  got  a  rough  idea 
of  the  condition  of  the  village  and  was  able  to  check  roughly  the 
patwarfs  returns  ;  and  the  people  were  satisfied  that  their  case  was 
not  overlooked. 

20.  When  the  inspection  of  a  talisfl  was  finished,  the  Deputy 
Reduction    decided  on    Commissioner,    the  Extra   Assistant  Com- 

and  announced  to  the  missioncr  and  I  met  and  went  over  the 
villages.  statistics  of  each  village,  comparing  our  notes 

and  impressions,  and  came  to  an  agreement  (1)  as  to  the  reduction  to 
be  given  for  the  term  of  Settlement,  (2)  as  to  the  reduction  to  be  given 
for  seven  years,  (3)  as  to  the  amount  of  arrears  to  be  remitted.  When 
this  had  been  done  for  all  five  tahsfls,  I  began  in  April  to  announce  the 
reductions  decided  on.  Isummoncd  the  proprietors  and  patwansof  each 
village  (whether  it  was  to  get  a  reduction  or  not)  to  meet  me  at 
central  points  in  each  tahsil  and  announced  the  reduction  (if  anyj, 
arranged  for  the  redistribution  of  the  assessment  over  holdings,  and 
decided  any  matter  of  complaint  or  dispute  brought  before  mc,  at 
the  same  time  recording  in  the  village  Note-book  the  changes  made 
and  the  reasons  for  giving  or  refusing  relief.  By  the  end  of  June 
this  work  had  been  completd,  the  headmen  of  every  village  and  the 
leading  proprietors,  who  generally  attended  with  them,  had  been 
told  by  mc  what  their  assessment  was  to  be  for  the  next  seven  years 
and  for  the  term  of  Settlement  and  what  remission  of  the  past 
kkarff  instalment  would  be  recommended  for  their  village,  and 
their  suspense  was  at  an  end.  In  some  tahsfls  I  at  the  same  time 
decided  and  announced  to  them  how  much  of  the  iakkdvi  advance 
for  bullocks  would  be  given  to  their  village.  The  people  were, 
except  in  a  very  few  cases,  more  than  satisfied  with  the  relief  given 
them,  which  was  much  more  liberal  than  they  had  expected,  and 
at  present  they  seem  to  be  generally  contented,  grateful  and  hope- 
ful. 

21.  In  deciding,  in  the  case  of  each  village  separately,  what 

relief  should  be  given,  the  Deputy  Commis- 

Grounds  for  decision    sioncr  Qnd   j   had  bcfore   us   the   nQtcs  of  OUf 

inspections,  the  statistics  of  the  village  Note- 
book shewing  the  state  of  the  village  at  Settlement,  Mr.  Channing's 
reasons  for  assessment,  the  areas  returned  by  the  patwarfs  after 
their  field-inspection  for  the  two  years,  1881-82  and  1882-83,  the 
statement  of  remissions  since  Settlement,  the  Census  figures  of 
1868  and  1 8S  r ,  and  the  results  of  an  enumeration  of  population 
and  plough-cattle  made  by  the  patwarfs  in  the  cold  weather  of 
1882-83.  We  had  no  trustworthy  returns  of  area  for  the  years 
previous  to  1 88 1-2,  for  the  field-inspection  made  after  Settlement 
in  1879-80  was  done  rather  hurriedly  and  not  sufficiently  checked 
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and  the  Census  operations  prevented  any  proper  field-inspection 
being  made  in  1880-81.  In  y/2  tahsfls  ( some  750  villages;  I  have 
recorded  all  the  statistics  in  the  village  Note-book  of  each  village 
with  any  other  remark  that  seemed  worth  making,  and  I  hope  to 
complete  this  for  the  other  50c  villages  before  leaving  the  district, 
or  arrange  for  its  being  done.  The  reasons  for  our  recommend- 
ation in  each  case  must  be  sought  in  the  village  Note-book,  and  it 
should  be  remembered  that  the  case  of  each  village  was  considered 
and  decided  separately,  and  that  the  results  recorded  and  discussed 
in  this  Report  for  each  assessment  circle  and  tahsfl  are  arrived  at 
inductively,  by  adding  together  the  figures  for  the  different  vil- 
lages. 

22.  I  may  again  note  on  the  trustworthiness  of  the  figures 

recorded  in  the  village  Note-books.    The  areas 
^  Trustworthiness  of  the    rcturncci   as  cultivated  and  as  irrigated  from 

lfiurcs  wells  or  canal  in  1882-83  are  practically  quite 

trustworthy,  for,  with  the  special  attention  paid  to  this  subject  by 
the  three  inspecting  officers,  all  the  patwarfs  and  supervising  staff 
were  especially  careful  this  year,  and  we  were  able  by  our  rapid 
inspection  to  satisfy  ourselves  of  the  general  trustworthiness  of  the 
returns.  The  same  is  true,  but  to  a  less  extent,  of  the  areas  returned 
for  1881-82.  I  have  in  some  of  the  returns  for  that  year  seen  reason 
to  believe  that  the  patwari  had  to  some  extent  simply  copied  the 
entries  of  the  Settlement  Record.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
exactness  of  the  Census  figures  of  1868  and  1 881,  but  in  many 
villages  the  population  returned  by  the  patwdrf  for  1882-83  1S  much 
below  the  truth  ;  all  vagrants  and  strangers  were  omitted  from  the 
enumeration,  and  in  some  cases  the  children  or  the  village  menials 
were  not  all  enumerated.  The  number  of  plough-cattle  was  perhaps 
over-stated  in  a  few  cases,  owing  to  the  inclusion  of  young  untrained 
bullocks  or  the  patwarfs  desire  to  err  on  what  he  thought  the  safe  side  : 
it  is  however  much  oftcner  under-stated,  owing  to  the  peasants' 
anxiety  to  make  their  condition  appear  as  poor  as  possible  :  still  I 
do  not  think  that  it  is  generally  much  below  the  truth,  and  the 
figures  may  be  taken  as  approximately  representing  the  number  of 
plough-cattle  now  in  each  village.  In  cases  where  from  my  inspec- 
tion of  the  village  I  thought  the  figures  decidedly  wrong,  I  have 
made  a  mark  of  interrogation  after  them  in  the  village  Note-book. 
The  return  of  areas  mortgaged  and  recorded  in  the  revenue  papers 
is  practically  exact,  but  much  of  the  unrecorded  mortgage  has  not 
been  brought  to  notice,  and  possibly  in  some  cases  the  area  privately 
mortgaged  has  been  exaggerated. 

23.  In  the  case  of  each  village  we  first  considered  whether 

there  was  any  ground  for   holding  that  the 
E,^,S!:d       assessment  was  too  high.   Whore  the  cultivated 

or  irrigated  area  appeared  to  have  been  over- 
estimated, or  the  rates  seemed  high,  or  the  increase  too  great,  or 
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the  village  permanently  weakened,  we  reduced  the  assessment  for 
the  term  of  Settlement.  We  then  considered  whether  there  was  any- 
ground  for  reducing  the  assessment  for  seven  years,  such  as  a  great 
decrease  of  population,  cattle,  cultivation  or  irrigation,  or  a  great 
increase  of  mortgages,  and  took  into  account  the  appearance 
of  the  village  at  our  inspection  and  the  rate  of  increase  of 
assessment  imposed  at  Settlement.  We  also  at  the  same  time,  with 
reference  to  those  facts  and  to  the  nature  of  the  past  khan'f  and 
rabi  crops,  decided  what  recommendation  to  make  regarding  the 
arrears.  These  three  things  have  been  kept  separate  and  the 
reasons  for  our  decision  in  each  case  recorded  in  the  village 
Note-book.  In  making  reductions,  we  did  not  interfere  with  assigned 
revenue  except  in  the  case  of  jagfrs  ;  the  amounts  remitted  on  mudfi 
plots,  on  gardens,  on  protective  leases  for  wells,  all  stand  as  before, 
and  our  reductions  affect  only  the  revenue  immediately  realisable.  Of 
course  the  zaildars*  and  aid  lambardars'  allowances  and  the  cesses, 
which  all  vary  with  the  revenue,  are  reduced  in  proportion. 


Total  amount  of  re- 
dactions granted. 


24.  The  total  results  for  the  district  are  as 
follows  : — 


••• 


The  sanctioned  Revenue-Roll  for  1882-83  (Financial 
Commissioner's  No.  1289,  dated  6th  February 
1882)  was 
To  this  may  be  added — 

Temporarily  remitted  on  well  leases 
Ala  Lambardars'  allowances 
Zaildars'  allowances  ... 
Remitted  on  gardens 
Inams 

Jagfr  and  muaff 


••• 


••• 


... 


Rs. 


12,28,525 

9.293 
7.772 
12,527 
1,940 

730 
17,326 


Total  former  assessment  ...  12,78,113 

The  reductions  made  for  the  term  of  Settlement  leave  the 


Total  assessment  ... 
Of  which  the  following  is  the  detail- 


Rs. 
...  12,27,424 


•  •a 


Jigfr  and  mudfi                ...            ...  ... 

In&ms              ...                           ...  ... 

Remitted  on  gardens 

Zaildars'  allowances          ...             ...  ...  ... 

Aid  Lambarddrs'  allowances             ...  ...  ... 

Temporarily  remitted  on  well  leases  ... 

Balance,  which  would  be  the  Revenue-Roll  to  be  sanctioned 
for  18S3-84,  were  no  further  temporary  reductions  granted  ... 


17,040 
730 

1,933 
12,017 
7,437 
9.025 

",79.242 


The  reductions  granted  for  the  term  of  Settlement  thus  reduce  the 
total  assessment  (including  assignments)  from  Rs.  12,78,113  to 
Rs.  12,27424,  a  reduction  of  Rs.  50,689  or  4  per  cent,  which  leaves 
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the  total  assessment  still  u  per  cent,  above  the  amount  of 
Rs.  11,03,339,  at  which  it  stood  before  the  recent  revision.  The 
reduction  granted  in  each  tahsi'l  is  as  follows :— 


Tamsil. 

Total  Assessment  op 

Reduction 
per  cent. 

Total 
assessment  of 
^previous 

Percentage 
by  which  re- 
ducetl  law 
ment  Mill  ex- 
ceed* that  of 
previous  Set- 
tlement. 

1883-83. 

1883-84. 

Palwal 

Ffrozpur  ••• 
Nuh  ••• 
Gurgdon 
Rewarf 

Total 

2,85,482 

2,38,563 
2,59,809 

V7,432 
2,76,827 

2,78,722 
2,25,623 
2,41,584 
2,10,253 

2,71,242 


2* 
5* 

7 

3# 
2 

2,14,668 

2/38,759 

2,II,36o 
1,96,514 
2,72,038 

3% 

H 

7 
••* 

12,78,113 

12,27,424 

4 

I ',03,339 

11 

Thus,  were  no  temporary  reductions  granted,  the  Revenue-Roll  for 
1883-84  would  be  Rs.  11,79,242.  The  reductions  granted  for  beven 
years  amount  on  this  sum  to  Rs.  93,806  or  8  per  cent.,  and  with 
the  permanent  reductions,  bring  the  actual  Revenue-Roll  down  from 
Rs.  12,28,525  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  10,85,636  in  1883-84,  a  reduction  of 
Rs.  143,089  or  12  per  cent,  leaving  the  actual  Revenue-Roll  just 
below  what  it  was  in  1876-77,  the  last  year  before  the  new  assess- 
ments came  into  force,  viz.,  Rs.  10,86,113.  We  were  directed  to 
limit  the  total  of  the  reductions  granted  to  the  amount  by  which 
the  Revenue-Roll  h;id  been  raised,  which  was  stated  in  round  num- 
bers at  Rs.  1,40,000,  and  as  the  total  reduction  of  Rs.  1,43,089  is 
made  up  of  reductions  determined  for  each  village  individually 
with  only  a  vague  reference  to  the  total  limit,  it  will  probably  be 
accepted  as  a  sufficient  approximation  to  the  estimate  originally 
sanctioned.    It  is  distributed  as  follows  over  the  several  tahsfls  : — 


Tamil. 

Revenue-Roll 
for  i88a-B3 

Reduced 
Revenue-Roil 
for  1883-84 

Reduction 

Revenue-Roll 
of  .876-77 

^Increase  or 

cent.  over 
Revenue- Roll 
of  1876-77. 

Palwal  ... 

Ffrozpur 

Nuh 

Gurgaon 

Rewarf 

Total 

2,77,885 

2,31,613 

2,53,634 
2,03,770 
2,61,623 

2,51,329 
2,0O,852 

2,n,473 
1,84,697 
2,37,085 

IO 

13 
17 

9 
9 

2,14,374 
2,08,019 

2,10,035 

1,91,060 

2,62,625 

+  17 

-3 
+  i 
-2 
-9 

12,28,525 

10,85,436 

12 

IO,86,II3 

0 

Thus  while  the  reduced  Revenue-Roll  for  1883-84  is  for  the 
whole  district  much  the  same  as  it  was  in  1876-77,  it  shows  an 
increase  of  17  per  cent,  for  tahsfl  Palwal,  a  large  decrease  of  9  per 
cent  for  Rewarf,  a  small  reduction  for  Gurgaon  and  Ffrozpur  and 


s 
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a  small  increase  for  Nuh.  As  compared  with  the  Revenue-Roll  for 
1882-83  tlle  reduction  is  largest  in  the  Meo  tahsfls  of  Nuh  and 
Firozpur  and  much  the  same  in  the  other  three  tahsi'ls.  Of  the 
1,264  villages  in  the  district  we  have  granted  reductions  for  the  term 
of  Settlement  to  573,  and  either  for  the  term  of  Settlement  or  for 
seven  years  to  91 1,  as  follows  : — 


Tamil. 

Total  number  of 
village*. 

NuMBSR  TO  WHICH  KIDirCTION  HAS 
It  KEN  GRANTED. 

For  term  of         For  at  Icavt  seven 
Settlement  years 

P«il\val    ...            tt«  ••• 
Ffrozpur  ...  ... 

Nuh       ...            ...  ... 

Gurg«1on  ... 

Kcwdrf    ...  ... 

Total 

>95 
244 
289 
227 

309 

50 

145 

205 

85 

88 

121 
205 
249 
142 
194 

1,264 

573 

911 

The  accompanying  maps  have  been  coloured  so  as  to  show  in 
which  villages  reduction  has  been  granted — '  1 )  for  term  of  Settle- 
ment, (2)  for  at  least  seven  years,  and  the  percentage  of  the  reduc- 
tion on  the  previous  assessment.  It  will  be  seen  that  permanent 
reductions  have  been  granted  all  over  the  district,  except  in  the  tract 
in  Palwal  watered  by  the  Agra  Canal,  in  a  tract  about  Gurgaon, 
and  another  about  Rcwarf,  and  that  they  are  most  numerous  and 
largest  in  the  Nuh  Dahar  ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  reduc- 
tions for  at  least  seven  years. 

25.    On  31st  March  1883,  the  arrears  of  the  kharff  instalment 
_    .  .  .  ,    amounted  to  Rs.  2,55,636,  besides  unremitted 

Remtss.ons  recommended.  of  former  insta,ments  amounting  to 

Rs.  6,609.  When  considering  the  case  of  each  village,  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  and  I  also  determined  the  amount  of  this  arrear 
which  should  be  realised  and  the  amount  to  be  recommended  for 
remission.  We  thought  that  whatever  could  not  fairly  be  realised 
at  once  should  be  remitted,  as  to  grant  suspensions  only  would 
nullify  much  of  the  effect  of  the  reductions,  and  indeed  to  the 
villages  in  their  present  condition  the  immediate  relief  afforded  by 
the  remission  of  balances  would  be  much  more  effectual  than  the 
prospective  relief  afforded  by  future  reductions  in  restoring  pros- 
perity and  reviving  their  hopes.  The  remission  of  these  balances 
is,  in  the  present  state  of  the  district,  almost  more  important  than 
the  reduction  of  the  assessment.  We  recommend  the  remission  of 
Rs.  1,95433  of  the  kharff  instalment  of  1882  and  of  Rs.  5,090  of  the 
unremitted  balances  of  former  instalments. — total  remission  of  arrears, 
Rs.  2,00,523,  or  one-sixth  of  a  year's  jama.  The  remaining 
unremitted  arrears,  Rs.  61,722,  we  thought  should  be  realised  without 
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delay,  and  orders  were  issued  to  the  tahsfld&rs  accordingly.  All 
of  this  sum,  except  Rs.  3,602,  had  been  realised  by  the  31st  July. 


The  details  of  the  remissions  for  the  different  tahsi'ls  are  as 
follows  :  (see  also  Appendices  V.  &  VI.) 


Remissions  already  sanctioned 

No  of 
village*. 

From  1877 
to  Kharif, 
i8ex. 

For  Rabi 
1 88a. 

No.  of 
villages. 

For  former 

For  Khar  if 
1 88a. 

Palwal  ... 
Ffrozpur  ••• 
Nuh  ... 
Gurgaon     ...  ... 

Rewarf  ... 

Total 

II 

164 

156 

47 

•  •  • 

(Approxi- 
mately ) 

166 
50,424 
34,984 
8,838 

•  •• 

5,308 
18,827 
25436 

4,632 
36 

87 
221 

267 

127 
I20 

•  •  • 

2,220 
1,442 
1,428 
... 

24,142 

46,491 
7I,902 

27,457 
25.441 

378 

94,412 

54,239 

822 

5,090 

',95,433 

The  reductions  were  to  take  effect  from  the  kharff  instalment 
of  1882,  and  the  seven  years'  reductions  will  therefore  end  with 
the  rabi  instalment  of  1889.  Where  a  remission  has  been  recom- 
mended for  the  khan'f  instalment,  no  further  allowance  is  required  ; 
but  where  the  khan'f  instalment  had  been  realised  in  full,  and  a 
reduction  has  now  been  granted,  it  is  necessary  to  grant  a  further 
remission  on  account  of  the  past  kharff,  so  as  to  give  effect  to 
the  reduction  from  that  instalment.  Where  the  village  has  a  rabf 
instalment  this  remission  will  be  allowed  this  rabf  (1883),  but  where 
all  its  revenue  is  paid  in  the  kharff  it  must  be  deducted  from  next 
kharff  instalment  (1883).  The  remissions  on  this  account  will 
amount  to  Rs.  13,774  in  rabf  1883,  and  Rs.  326  in  kharff  1883, 
(Appendix  V.)  We  also  recommend  the  suspension  of  Rs.  379, 
the  rabf  instalment  of  a  village  which  was  much  injured  by  fire, 
its  garnered  grain  having  been  almost  wholly  destroyed.  No  sus- 
pension seemed  necessary  in  any  other  village,  and  the  amount  in 
train  of  realisation  since  31st  March  is  as  follows  :— 

Rs. 

Realisable  balances  *..  ...  61,722 

Rabf  instalment,  1883  ...  ...  Rs.  5, 16,931 

K emitted  to  give  effect  to  the  reductions  from 
kharff,  1882  ...  ...  ...    „  13,774 

Suspended  ...  ...  ...   „  379 

Realisable  for  rabf,  18S3     ...  ...  ...  5,02,778 

Total  realisable  ...  ...  ...  5,64,500 

of  this  there  had  been  realised  up  to  31st  July  1883 — 

Of  realisable  balances        ...  ...  ...   Rs.  58,120 

Of  rabf,  1883  ...  ...  ...    „  3,56,836 

Total    „  4,I4,9S6 
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Of  the  1,264  villages,  no  reduction  or  remission  is  proposed 
for  252,  as  follows  : — 


Tamil. 

Total  No.  of  village*. 

Villages  for  which  no 
relief  is  proposed. 

Palwal  ... 

... 

... 

... 

I9S 

53 

Ffrozpur  ... 

... 

•»• 

... 

14 

Nuh 

... 

... 

2S9 

22 

Gurgaon  ... 

... 

... 

•.. 

227 

71 

Revvarf  ... 

... 

... 

... 

309 

87 

Total 

... 

1,264 

252 

so  that  four-fifths  of  the  villages  in  the  district  have  been  given 
relief. 


26.    In  the  remissions  and  suspensions  granted  previous  to  rabt 

1882,  it  had  been  too  much  the  custom  for 
vSarir:  remU-    the  tahsddirs  to  realise  as  much  as  they 
could  from  the  villages  and  then  recom- 
mend for  suspension  or  remission  the  unrealised  balance  ;  under  this 
system  the  benefit    of  the  remission  went  wholly  to  the  individuals 
who  had  not    paid  the  demand.    If  it    were    the   case   that  the 
balances  remained  due  only  from  those  proprietors  who  were  least 
able  to  pay,  something    might   be  said  in  favour  of  this  practice  ; 
but  too  often  it  was  the    strong    members  of  the  community,  the 
cunning  or  the  hardy,  who  kept  back   their  revenue  and  left  their 
weaker  or  less  enduring  brethren  to    pay    the    full  demand,  and 
under  that    system    while  the  thrifty  or  home-loving    or  weaker 
proprietor  paid  the  whole    revenue    due  from  him,   the  man  who 
had  been  improvident    or  who  longest  withstood  the  pressure  of 
revenue-process  or  left  his  village   for  a  time  to  avoid  it,  or  had 
some  influence  with  the    lambardar,    got  his  balances  remitted. 
In  many  cases  too  the  lambardars  after  realising  the  revenue  from 
the  proprietors  kept  it  back  in  hopes  of  getting  remissions  and 
spent  it  on  their  own  purposes.    In  granting  the   remissions  for 
kharff  1882  we  adopted  a  different  system.  The  village  was  treated  as 
a  whole,  the  amount  to  be  suspended  or  remitted  was  announced  to 
the  village  before  the  collections  had  begun,  and  the  same  fraction 
of  the  instalment   was  remitted    to  every  owner.    It  is  true  that 
under  this  system  the  well-to-do  owner  received  as  much  relief  as 
his  poorer  fellow  in  the  same  village,  and  had  the  number  of  cases 
been  few  enough  to   permit   a    thorough    investigation   into  the 
circumstances  of  each,  it  might  have    been   desirable  to  give  no 
remissions  to  the  comparatively  prosperous,  and  so  have  the  more 
to  give  to    the  needy.    But  it  was  quite  impossible  to  undertake 
such  an.  investigation,  and  it  may  almost  be  said  that  as  a  rule 
in  any   individual  village,  each  proprietor  has  suffered  and  needs 
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help  like  his  neighbour,  each  in  proportion  to  his  circumstances 
being  poorer  than  before.  At  all  events,  this  system  commends 
itself  to  the  people  as  more  like  even-handed  justice  than  the 
other,  each  man  seeing  that  he  is  treated  exactly  like  his  neighbour  ; 
it  holds  out  no  incentive  to  favouritism  or  refractory  withholding  of 
the  revenue,  and  gives  no  opportunity  for  embezzlement  and  no 
c.-tuse  for  jealousy  and  dispute  between  members  of  the  same 
community.  It  is  better  for  the  village  as  a  body,  although  less 
favourable  to  the  poorer  or  more  contumacious  individual 
members  of  it,  and  it  is  the  only  practicable  way  in  which 
remissions  can  be  granted  over  a  large  tract  of  country  with  the 
least  injury  to  the  revenue  administration  and  the  nearest 
approach  to  justice  between  man  and  man. 

27.    There  was  one  class,  however,  of  whom  as  a  body  it  might  be 
_    .,         ,  ,  a  _       said  that  they  had  no  claim  to  receive  remis- 
tlJ ^d>a,^  sions  and  no  great  need  of  them.  These  arethe 

outsiders  who  have  by  purchase  or  mortgage 
obtained  a  footing  within  village  communities  to  which  they  do 
not  naturally  belong.  The  fact  that  they  have  been  able  to  obtain 
land  from  others  by  investment  of  money  is  ptxmA  facie  evidence 
that  they  arc  not  likely  to  be  in  need  of  relief  Where  the 
outsider  is  a  mm-agriculturist  money-lender  he  has  obtained 
possession  of  the  land  with  his  eyes  open  as  a  cpmmercial  specula- 
tion ;  besides,  a  non-agriculturist  purchaser  or  mortgagee  is  usually 
a  man  of  capital  or  credit,  and  can  afford  to  wait  until  his  transaction 
becomes  profitable.  Again  where  the  outsider  is  an  agriculturist, 
he  is  ordinarily  one  who  has  prospered  well  in  his  own  village 
and  can  afford  to  pay  the  demand  in  full,  and  he  too  has  entered 
into  the  transaction  voluntarily  and  cannot  justly  call  upon 
Government  to  relieve  him  of  any  loss  caused  by  the  failure  of 
his  calculations  as  to  the  profits  of  the  transaction.  That  out- 
siders should  obtain  a  footing  within  the  village  community  by 
purchase  or  mortgage  gives  rise  to  many  evils,  and  almost  the  sole 
advantage  is  that  the  land  gets  into  the  hands  of  comparatively 
wealthy  men  who  can  pay  the  land-revenue  promptly  ;  and  this, 
being  almost  the  only  advantage,  should  not  be  relinquished  with- 
out good  cause.  It  should  be  a  rule  that  suspension  or  remission 
of  the  demand  should  not  be  given  to  a  non-agriculturist  land- 
holder or  mortgagee  who  is  not  a  resident  of  the  village.  The 
only  exception  to  this  rule  should  be  in  favour  of  an  agriculturist 
who,  by  reason  of  relationship  to  the  village  or  the  long  standing 
of  his  purchase  or  mortgage,  may  be  considered  to  be  a  member 
of  the  cultivating  community.  With  the  sanction  of  the  Financial 
Commissioner  we  acted  upon  this  principle  and  excluded  the 
non-agriculturists  and  outsider  purchasers  and  mortgagees  as  a  rule 
from  the  benefits  of  the  remissions,  except  where  the  revenue, 
nominally  payable  by  the  mortgagee,  was  really  payable  by  the 
peasant-mortgagor.  In  such  cases  we  granted  the  remission  on 
condition  that  it  should  be  passed  on  to  the  cultivator ;  and  similarly 
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in  some  villages  owned  by  non-agriculturists  we  granted  remissions 
on  condition  that  they  should  be  passed  on  to  the  tenants.  When 
announcing  the  reductions  I  satisfied  myself  that  in  such  cases  the 
actual  cultivators  had  really  been  given  the  benefit  of  the  remissions  ; 
and  that  the  tahsttddrs,  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  carrying  out 
in  detail,  by  attestation  of  each  mortgaged  holding,  of  the  principle 
of  excluding  mortgagees  from  the  benefit  of  the  remission,  had 
performed  this  duty  on  the  whole  fairly  and  completely.  The 
result  of  this  procedure  is  that  had  all  been  allowed  to  benefit 
equally  in  the  remissions,  the  total  amount  would  have  been 
Rs.  2,18,885  ;  but  of  this  Rs.  23,452  is  realisable  from  outsider- 
purchasers  and  mortgagees  and  may  be  considered  as  saved  to 
Government ;  or  in  other  words,  by  acting  on  this  principle,  remissions 
which  cost  Government  only  Rs.  1,95,433  have  been  made  to 
benefit  the  actual  cultivators  as  much  as  if  Government,  without 
attention  to  this  principle,  had  remitted  Rs.  2,18,885. 

28.    The  mode  in  which  the  assessment  was  distributed  over 

the  holdings  at  Settlement  has  been  fully 
JnfollfhS™  aSSeSS"   described  in  the  Settlement  Report  (§299.) 

In  a  number  of  villages  the  distribution  has 
been  found  to  be  unjust  in*  its  results  on  individual  proprietors. 
The  period  of  distress  has  tried  severely  all  the  arrangements  of 
the  Settlement  and  has  brought  to  light  many  inequalities  which 
would  not  have  been  noticed  in  ordinary  times.  With  the  sanction 
of  the  Financial  Commissioner  I  enquired  into  all  cases  in  which 
application  was  made  for  a  redistribution  of  the  demand,  and  indeed 
made  a  practice  of  asking  the  proprietors,  when  they  appeared  before 
me  to  hear  the  decision  regarding  their  assessment  announced, 
whether  they  had  any  objection  to  make  to  the  present  mode  of 
distribution.  Wherever  any  such  objection  or  application  was 
made,  I  enquired  into  the  case,  and  after  giving  all  parties  in- 
terested an  opportunity  of  stating  their  wishes,  I  maintained  the 
former  distribution,  or  where  it  seemed  inequitable,  cancelled  it  and 
determined  the  mode  in  which  the  assessment  should  be  distribut- 
ed in  future.  The  most  numerous  class  of  objections  was  in  villages 
where  the  distribution  had  been  made  at  Settlement  on  soils  at 
different  rates,  and  especially  where  a  much  higher  rate  had  been 
charged  on  land  irrigated  from  wells  than  on  unirrigated  lands. 
In  a  number  of  such  villages  petitions  were  presented  complaining 
that  wells  in  use  at  Settlement  had  since  fallen  in,  and  that  lauds 
then  irrigated  were  no  longer  capable  of  irrigation,  and  claiming 
that  such  land  should  now  be  assessed  at  the  unirrigated  rate : 
others  complained  that  their  land  had  been  recorded  at  Settlement 
as  capable  of  irrigation  and  assessed  at  the  high  irrigated  rate, 
while  really  it  was  never  irrigated.  In  some  such  cases  1  found 
the  proprietors  to  be  practically  unanimous,  and  when  this  was  so, 
I  made  them  attest  before  the  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner  the 
classification  of  their  fields  according  to  their  ideas  and  helped  them 
to  fix  appropriate  rates  for  the  different  classes,  according  to  which 
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I  ordered  the  redistribution  to  be  made.  This  was  done  for  instance 
in  Sohna  and  Taoru  and  Jaurdsf  in  Chak  Tdoru.  Where  the  owners 
disputed  among  themselves,  I  had  to  listen  to  both  sides  and  decide 
the  dispute  as  best  I  could.  There  is  no  doubt  that  mistakes  of 
the  nature  alluded  to  were  made  at  Settlement.  It  was  all  very 
well  for  the  Settlement  Officer,  in  order  to  estimate  the  irrigating 
power  of  each  village  so  as  to  guide  him  in  distributing  his 
assessment  over  villages,  to  make  a  rough  estimate  of  the  irrigat- 
ing power  of  each  well,  but  when  this  estimate  was  taken  as  the 
basis  of  the  distribution  over  holdings,  and  land  was  classed  as 
irrigable  without  much  reference  to  recent  actual  irrigation  and 
assessed  at  the  high  chdhi  rate,  mistakes  were  unavoidably  made. 
In  such  cases,  where  from  the  evidence  of  the  parties  and  the 
patwdrfs  papers,  a  mistake  of  this  nature  seemed  to  have  injured 
some  of  the  proprietors  to  the  advantage  of  their  fellows,  I 
granted  them  a  larger  share  of  the  reduction,  or  changed  the 
distribution  of  assessment  so  as  to  make  it  fairer.  Where  however 
the  over-estimate  seemed  to  have  affected  all  holdings  pretty 
equally  I  refused  to  make  any  change.  Such  complaints  will  always 
be  cropping  up  in  villages  which  pay  on  soil  rates,  men  whose  wells 
have  fallen  in  or  been  out  of  use  for  some  time  asking  to  have  the 
irrigated  rates  shifted  off  their  lands  on  to  those  of  their  fellows. 
When  the  seasons  have  become  more  ordinary  and  a  series  of 
fairly  reliable  statistics  is  available,  it  would  be  well  if  such  petitions 
were  received  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  and  decided  after 
comparing  the  statistics  of  several  years  and  after  enquiry  on  the 
spot  by  some  experienced  official  or  trustworthy  arbitrator,  but 
an  exceptional  time  like  the  present  is  not  suitable  for  such 
enquiries,  and  unless  there  was  a  clear  case  of  error  I  refused  to 
lighten  one  man's  burden  at  the  expense  of  his  neighbour. 

At  Settlement  no  fewer  than  436  villages  distributed  the 
assessment  by  an  all-round  rate  on  the  land  without  distinguishing 
between  the  different  qualities  of  the  soil  or  the  facilities  for  irrigation. 
Where,  as  is  often  the  case  in  such  villages,  the  proprietors  hold  an 
equal  proportion  of  the  different  qualities  of  soil,  such  a  mode  of 
distribution  is  quite  fair,  so  long  as  each  such  holding  remains  intact 
and  pays  its  assessment  in  a  lump  sum.  But  when  this  all-round 
rate  comes  to  be  applied  to  the  different  fields  of  the  holding 
separately,  very  unfair  results  ensue  ;  the  poor  fields  are  charged 
with  a  rate  higher  than  they  can  pay,  and  the  better  fields  have 
much  too  light  a  demand  charged  on  them.  The  better 
classes  of  land  charged  with  a  disproportionately  light  assessment 
are  more  valuable  than  they  ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the 
other  lands  of  the  village,  and  such  fields  are  generally  chosen  by 
the  money-lender  to  be  taken  in  mortgage  when  the  opportunity 
offers,  and  thus  there  are  numerous  cases  in  which  a  proprietor 
has  mortgaged  to  his  money-lender  all  his  best  land,  charged  with 
what  is  for  it  a  very  light  assessment,  and  has  left  on  his  hands 
all  his    worst  fields  bearing    what    is    for    them  a  very  heavy 
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assessment.  Thus  the  mortgagee  secures  excessive  profits  on  the  land 
he  holds,  and  the  mortgagor,  having  left  in  his  possession  only  land 
which  hardly  pays  its  revenue,  has  no  hope  of  saving  enough  to 
redeem  his  best  fields  from  mortgage.  If  in  such  a  case  the 
peasant-mortgagor  and  the  money-lender-mortgagee  bs  considered 
to  have  met  on  terms  of  equality,  the  transaction  and  its  result 
may  be  held  to  be  fair  enough  as  between  the  two  parties  to  the 
bargain  ;  but  when  the  mortgagor  in  hard  times,  finding  it 
impossible  to  pay  the  high  all-round  rate  on  the  poor  land  left 
to  him,  throws  it  up  and  leaves  the  village  and,  as  has  often 
happened  of  late  years,  his  relatives  or  the  headmen  or  other 
original  proprietors  of  the  village  are  compelled  by  the  revenue 
authorities  to.  take  it  up  and  pay  the  unduly  high  rate  charged 
on  it,  while  the  mortgagee  is  called  upon  to  pay  only  the  low  assess- 
ment charged  on  the  good  land  actually  held  on  mortgage  by 
him,  it  is  very  unfair  to  the  other  proprietors.  Nor  is  it  a  suffi- 
cient answer  to  say  that  they  should  so  distribute  their  assessment 
that  each  field  shall  pay  approximately  a  rate  proportioned  to 
the  quality  of  its  soil,  for  there  are  often  other  good  reasons  for 
their  maintaining  their  old  system  of  an  all-round  rate,  and  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  fix  a  satisfactory  scale  of  soil  rates  which 
will  apply  fairly  to  all  fields.  The  proper  remedy  seems  to  be 
to  consider  each  holding  as  a  whole  and  where  the  unmortgaged 
part  of  it  falls  into  arrears  to  require  the  mortgagee  to  take  up 
the  whole  holding  before  throwing  it  on  to  the  other  proprietors. 
It  was  thought  that  in  many  villages  the  proprietors  had  found  an 
all-round  rate  press  hardly  on  them  in  this  way,  and  I  have  in  those 
villages  given  the  proprietors  every  opportunity  of  applying  for  a 
redistribution  by  soil  rates.  I  find  however  that  in  the  villages  in 
which  the  most  marked  difference  in  the  soils  exists,  such  as  those 
of  Rewari  generally  and  along  the  east  side  of  the  Fi'rozpur  valley, 
a  distribution  by  soil  rates  is  already  in  force,  and  in  the  greater 
number  of  villages  in  which  an  all-round  rate  is  the  rule,  the  soils  do 
not  differ  so  much  in  quality,  and  the  proprietors  are  very  reluctant 
to  give  up  their  old  system  of  distribution.  One  of  the  strongest 
reasons  evidently  is  that  they  can  easily  understand  how  the  revenue 
of  each  holding  is  calculated  when  the  rale  is  the  same  all  over  ; 
and  it  is  the  case  that  in  such  villages  each  proprietor  generally  has 
about  the  same  proportion  of  the  different  soils  ;  or  if  he  has  a  large 
share  of  the  inferior  soil,  it  is  because  he  has  broken  up  more  than 
his  share  of  what  was  previously  the  common  land  of  the  village,  but 
has  been  allowed  to  retain  individual  possession  of  it,  and  may 
therefore  be  fairly  called  upon  to  pay  a  somewhat  higher  rate  on  it 
than  its.  quality  alone  would  justify  ;  or  on  the  other  hand  if 
he  has  made  a  well  and  so  improved  his  holding,  he  is  entitled 
to  reap  all  the  profits  of  his  investment  of  capital.  I  have  found 
then  that  in  such  villages,  even  when  I  suggested  the  adoption 
of  soil  rates,  the  proprietors  generally  insisted  on  keeping  to  the 
all-round  rate.    Again,  where  I  found  that  a  large  area  of  land 
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recorded  at  Settlement  as  cultivated  and  assessed  as  such  in 
the  distribution,  had  been  out  of  cultivation  for  some  years,  I 
sometimes  suggested  that  it  should  now  he  exempted  from  the 
distribution  and  left  free  of  assessment,  but  as  a  rule  the  proprietors 
had  no  wish  for  any  such  change.  Where,  as  is  often  the  case,  such 
land  is  the  common  land  of  the  village,  its  assessment  is  paid  by 
all  rateably,  and  it  would  make  no  practical  difference  to  reduce 
its  assessment  and  increase  that  of  the  individual  holdings.  Where 
it  is  held  by  individual  proprietors,  they  generally  hold  approximately 
proportional  shares  of  it,  and  even  where  they  do  not,  they  prefer 
to  retain  it  in  their  separate  possession  rather  than  to  be  freed 
from  paying  the  assessment  charged  on  it  (generally  a  low  rate)  and 
let  it  go  back  into  the  common  holding  of  the  village  or  pattl. 

In  short,  I  have  found  comparatively  few  cases  in  which  the 
people  wished  for  a  radical  change  in  the  system  of  distribution, 
and  still  fewer  in  which  the  distribution  as  made  at  Settlement 
seemed  to  have  caused  serious  injustice  to  individual  proprietors 
as  compared  with  their  fellows.  Altogether,  the  cases  in  which  I 
have  made  an  alteration  in  the  system  of  distribution  do  not  exceed 
forty  in  the  whole  district.  The  fact  of  the  change  I  have  recorded 
in  the  village  Note-book,  and  the  reasons  will  be  found  in  the 
Vernacular  file.  In  all  other  cases  I  have  distributed  the 
reduction  granted  for  the  term  of  Settlement  rateably  over  all  the 
holdings  at  so  many  annas  per  rupee.  This  plan  made  it  easy 
for  the  patwirfs  to  calculate  the  new  assessment  of  each  holding, 
and  for  the  peasants  to  understand  how  much  relief  had  been  given 
them.  As  a  reduction  for  term  of  Settlement  was  a  sort  of 
admission  on  the  part  of  Government  that  the  assessment  had 
perhaps  been  fixed  too  high,  outsider  purchasers  and  mortgagees 
were  allowed  to  share  in  it  at  the  same  rate  as  the  original 
proprietors. 


29.    In  distributing  over  holdings  the  reduction  to  be  granted 

for  seven  years  only,  I  tried  in  a  number  of 
JSSSSjitSSS.    cases  so  to  distribute  it  that  it  should  reach 

those  most  in  need  of  relief,  for  instance,  by 
distributing  it  over  the  land  out  of  cultivation  or  irrigation  ;  but  as 
above  noted,  I  found  that  in  most  villages  such  land  was  held  in  ap- 
proximately proportionate  shares  by  all  or  nearly  all  the  sharers,  and 
where  this  was  not  the  case,  there  were  often  other  reasons  why  those 
whose  cultivation  or  irrigation  had  not  fallen  off  should  share  in  the 
relief.  An  attempt  to  discriminate  between  different  proprietors  in 
the  same  village  led  to  disputes,  jealousy  and  discontent,  and  it  was 
very  difficult  to  obtain  sufficient  evidence  as  to  who  were  the  most 
necessitous.  It  was  therefore  only  in  villages  in  which  there  were 
two  or  more  distinct  pattis,  one  of  them  obviously  in  a  worse  con- 
dition than  the  others,  that  I  felt  justified  in  making  a  distinction, 
and  gave  one  a  larger  share  than  the  others  of  the  temporary  reduc- 
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tion  granted.  In  all  other  cases  the  reduction  was  distributed  by 
reducing  so  many  annas  in  the  rupee  on  each  holding  all-round,  and 
so  giving  all  a  proportionate  share  in  the  relief. 

30.    In  accordance  with  the    instructions  of  the  Financial 

Commissioner,  however,  all  outsider  niort- 
Outwleri  excluded  from    gagees   (with   whom   we   classed  outsider 
reduciions"8      temporary    purchasers   of  recent  standing)  have  been 

excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  temporary 
reductions,  for  the  reasons  given  above  in  explaining  why  remis- 
sions were  not  granted  to  them  as  a  class  in  the  kharff.  When 
the  proprietors  appeared  before  me  to  hear  the  reduction  announced, 
the  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner  Ajudhia  Parshad  attested  before 
them  a  list  prepared  by  the  patwarf  showing  all  the  holdings  held 
in  the  village  by  outsiders,  and  upon  that  list  I  calculated  the  amount 
of  remission  to  be  granted.  The  totals  1  checked  with  the  figures 
previously  given  me  by  the  patwarf,  and  I  believe  they  are  on  the 
whole  fairly  complete  and  correct.  It  was  of  course  the  interest  of 
the  mortgagee  to  have  the  fact  of  the  mortgage  concealed,  in  order 
that  the  reduction  might  be  extended  to  his  holding,  and  it  is 
possible  that  the  patwarf  may  have  in  some  cases  intentionally  or 
through  carelessness  omitted  a  mortgage  from  the  list.  Should  any 
flagrant  cases  come  to  light  during  the  seven  years,  in  which  the 
benefit  of  the  reduction  has  been  inadvertently  given  to  a  mortgagee, 
the  Deputy  Commissioner  might  either  resume  the  amount  and  add 
it  to  the  Government  revenue-roll,  or  redistribute  the  reduction  by 
charging  the  full  demand  on  the  mortgagee,  and  distributing  the 
difference  over  the  holdings  in  possession  of  the  original  proprietors. 
In  some  cases  in  which  we  found  that  the  mortgagor  had  been  left 
in  possession  of  his  holding  by  the  mortgagee,  and  was  still  paying 
the  revenue  and  cesses  with  interest  on  the  debt,  we  have  granted 
the  reduction  to  that  holding  on  the  understanding  that  the 
mortgagee  will  continue  this  arrangement.  Should  it  be  found 
within  the  seven  years  that  he  has  changed  his  system,  and  levies 
rent  from  the  mortgagor  or  another  tenant,  and  so  takes  to  himself 
the  benefit  of  the  reduction,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  might  charge 
the  full  demand  on  his  holding,  and  redistribute  the  difference  to  the 
others.  One  difficulty  will  constantly  arise  ;  indeed,  has  already  arisen. 
A  proprietor  redeems  his  land  from  mortgage,  and  comes  to  claim 
a  share  in  the  reduction  granted  to  the  village.  It  is  impossible  that 
the  revenue-roll  should  be  constantly  reduced  by  small  sums  gi anted 
to  meet  additional  reduction  in  such  cases  ;  and  the  question  remains 
whether  the  amount  reduced  should  be  redistributed  over  the  hold- 
ings, so  as  to  give  the  redeemed  holding  an  equal  reduction  with  the 
others,  which  would  then  of  course  receive  less  than  before.  In 
some  cases  the  other  proprietors  might  agree  to  this,  and  if  so,  the 
redistribution  might  be  made.  But  usually  they  will  object  to  give 
up  part  of  their  reduction  to  the  redeeming  proprietor,  and  unless 
there  be  very  clear  reasons  for  taking  away  from  them  and  giving 
to  him,  I  would  refuse  his  application.    Ordinarily  he  will  have 
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benefited  directly  from  reduction  given  to  the  unmortgaged  part  of 
his  holding,  or  indirectly  from  the  reduction  granted  to  the  village, 
and  the  fact  of  his  having  been  able  to  redeem  is  primd  facie  evidence 
that  he  is  not  at  the  time  in  great  need  of  special  relief. 

Had  the  reduction  been  granted  to  all  alike,  whether  co-sharers 
or  outsiders,  at  the  rates  per  rupee  fixed  for  each  village,  the  amount 
would  have  been  Rs.  1,06,440,  but  of  this  Rs.  12,634,  the  amount 
which  falls  on  the  holdings  in  the  possession  of  outsiders,  will  be 
realised,  and  the  rule  excludiug  outsiders  may  be  considered  to  have 
saved  Rs.  12,634  Per  annum  for  seven  years  to  Government ;  or  in 
other  words  a  reduction  which  costs  Government  only  Rs.  93,806  is 
made  to  benefit  the  peasants  as  much  as  Rs.  1,06,440  would  have 
done  if  given  to  all.  In  individual  villages  the  benefit  of  the  rule  is 
much  greater  ;  for  instance,  where  two-thirds  of  the  village  is  in  the 
hands  of  outsiders,  a  reduction  which,  if  spread  over  the  whole  village, 
would  give  each  holding  relief  to  the  extent  of  only  two  annas  in  the 
rupee,  when  confined  to  the  one-third  still  in  possession  of  the 
peasants  gives  them  relief  to  the  extent  of  six  annas  in  the  rupee. 

31.    While  on  this  subject  I  would  note  the  unnecessarily  com- 

plicated  nature  of  the  distribution  calcula- 

»cSuuPud«ilible.  tions  in    most   villa*Jes>   which  Immensely 

increases  the  patwdrfs  work,  and  renders  it 
impossible  for  the  villagers  to  understand  their  accounts  clearly. 
In  the  Panjdb  Settlements  now  in  progress,  in  distributing  assess- 
ments over  soils,  no  fraction  less  than  a  quarter  anna  per  Hghd  is 
allowed  in  the  soil  rates,  and  the  small  difference  which  thus  results 
in  the  total  is  put  into  the  village  common  fund  or  made  up 
therefrom.  In  the  Gurgdon  Settlement  we  thought  it  necessary  to 
have  our  calculations  exact,  and  in  many  villages  the  soil-rates 
contain  minute  fractions  of  a  pie  per  Hghd.  Again  in  Hhaiydchdrd 
village  communities  paying  their  assessment  by  an  all-round  rate  on 
the  land  the  distribution  was  commonly  made  as  follows  :  the  land 
common  to  the  whole 'village  was  exempted  from  assessment  and 
the  whole  jamd  spread  at  an  all-round  rate  on  the  land  held 
separately  ;  the  jamd  given  by  this  rate  for  a  particular  pattl  was 
similarly  treated,  the  land  held  jointly  by  the  pattl  being  exempted 
and  a  new  rate  obtained  by  spreading  the  jama  of  the  pattl  over 
the  land  held  separately  within  the  pattl.  This  of  course  gives 
different  rates,  and  the  ordinary  peasant  cannot  understand  how, 
if  the  jama  of  his  village  is  paid  at  an  all-round  rate  on 
the  land,  the  rate  of  his  pattl  should  be  higher  than  that  of  his 
neighbour's.  In  some  cases  in  which  the  land  held  jointly  is  large 
this  system  gives  absurd  results,  and  you  find  the  separate 
holdings  put  clown  in  the  Settlement  Record  as  charged  at  the  rata 
of  Rs.  2  per  blghd  while  the  all-round  rate  (including  the  joint  land)  is 
really  only  10  annas  a  blghd.  Another  theory  was  acted  on  in  the 
Nuh  tahsfl.  It  was  argued  that  as  the  mortgagees  do  not  share  in  the 
profits  of  the  common  land,  the  rate  for  their  holdings  should  be 
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calculated  on  the  whole  area  Including  the  common  land,  so  that  in 
such  villages  there  is  one  rate  for  the  proprietors,  and  another  and 
a  lower  rate  for  the  mortgagees.  All  these  complicated  rates  confuse 
the  patwir/s  and  the  peasants  immensely,  and  it  would  be  a  great 
boon  to  both  classes,  and  would  make  the  revenue  administration 
perceptibly  easier,  if  they  were  done  away  with.  No  rate  per  big/td 
should  contain  a  smaller  fraction  than  a  quarter  anna,  and  the  rates 
for  a  village  should  be  the  same  throughout  Each  holding  (except 
the  land  common  to  the  whole  village  when  it  contains  no  assessable 
land)  should  have  its  assessment  calculated  out  at  the  village  rates  and 
written  opposite  it.  It  is  not  difficult  then  for  the  patwarf  to  draw 
up  his  list  of  payments  due  at  each  harvest,  and  the  most  ignorant 
peasant  can  understand  that  he  has  to  pay  so  much  on  his  individual 
holding,  so  much  for  his  fifth  share  in  this  joint  holding,  so  much  for 
his  twentieth  share  in  that  and  so  much  for  his  share  in  the  land 
common  to  the  ptUti.  This  also  has  the  additional  advantage  of 
keeping  constantly  before  him  the  extent  of  his  right  in  holdings  not 
cultivated  separately  by  himself.  I  have  in  a  few  villages,  at  the 
request  of  the  villagers  and  the  patwarf,  made  this  change  in  the  mode 
of  calculating  the  distribution,  for  instance  in  Indrf,  but  the  recal- 
culation is  a  work  of  some  time,  and  it  was  necessary  to  complete 
the  list  of  payments  for  the  rabf  as  quickly  as  possible  ;  so  1  could 
only  take  up  a  few  cases.  The  Extra  Assistant  Commissoiner  could, 
in  the  course  of  his  next  cold  weather  tour  easily  arrange  in  concert 
with  the  lambardirs  and  the  patwarf,  for  the  simplification  of  the 
accounts  of  the  villages  as  above  indicated.  The  change  would  hardly 
make  any  difference  in  the  amount  payable  by  each  proprietor,  but 
would  simplify  the  patwarfs  work  immensely,  and  would  bring  the 
accounts  within  the  comprehension  of  the  villagers,  a  point  to  which 
they  rightly  attach  great  importance. 


(See  §  298).  32.  The  dates  formerly  fixed  for  the  payment  of  the 

Change  of  Instalments.       kharff  instalment,  viz.,  15th  November  and 

15th  December,  were  too  early.  By  the 
15th  November  much  of  the  kharff  crop  is  still  unthreshed  ;  and 
November  is  perhaps  the  busiest  month  of  the  whole  year,  for  not 
only  is  the  kharff  crop  to  be  cut  and  threshed,  but  most  of  the 
sowing  of  the  rabf  is  done  in  that  month,  and  it  must  seriously 
interfere  with  farming  operations  to  require  the  peasant  to  hurry  on 
the  threshing  of  his  kharff  crop  and  take  part  of  it  to  market  in  the 
beginning  of  November.  It  is  impossible  too  for  the  District  Officers 
to  learn  the  circumstances  of  the  kharff  harvest  in  individual  villages 
all  over  the  district  by  the  15th  November,  or  to  obtain  from  the 
patwarfs  returns  showing  the  area  cultivated  and  the  approximate 
outturn,  so  that  before  the  circumstances  of  individual  villages  can  be 
ascertained,  the  machinery  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue  is  set  in 
motion,  and  much  hardship  results.  For  these  reasons,  and  with 
regard  to  the  fact  that  in  the  adjoining  Muttra  district  the  kharff 
instalment  U  payable  in  December  and  January,  the  Pan  jab  Go- 
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vcrnment  has  sanctioned  the  postponement  of  the  kharff  Instalments 
by  a  month,  and  they  will  now  be  payable  on  the  rsth  December 
and  15th  January. 

In  some  villages  complaints  were  made  that  the  proportion 
borne  to  each  other  by  the  kharif  and  rabf  instalments  was  not 
suitable  to  the  circumstances  of  the  village,  and  with  the  permission 
of  the  Financial  Commissioner  I  took  such  cases  into  consideration. 
I  found  that  only  in  comparatively  few  cases  did  the  villagers  wish 
to  change  the  proportion  of  the  instalments.  In  some  such  cases  I 
thought  their  wish  was  due  to  the  exceptional  nature  of  the  recent 
seasons,  or  that  in  the  interests  of  the  village  or  the  Government 
revenue  it  was  not  desirable  to  make  a  change,  and  I  have  proposed 
a  change  in  only  15  villages.  It  will  take  effect  from  the  beginning 
of  the  coming  agricultural  year  and  cause  a  net  increase  in  the  kharif 
instalment  and  therefore  in  this  year's  revenue-roll  of  Rs.  333,  and 
a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  rabf  instalment  and  therefore  in 
next  year's  revenue-roll.  Here  too  I  have  noted  the  strong  desire 
of  the  peasants  to  have  the  instalments  in  such  a  proportion  as  they 
can  easily  understand,  such  as  half-and-half  or  one-quarter  and  three- 
fourths,  and  this  might  be  given  more  consideration  in  future.  I  un- 
derstand that  the  Deputy  Commissioner  may,  at  any  time  during  the 
currency  of  the  Settlement,  for  good  reason  apply  for  sanction  to 
change  the  proportion  of  the  instalments  of  any  village.  The  ac- 
companying map  (No.  IV)  is  coloured  to  show  the  proportion  of 
the  instalments  in  each  village.  It  will  be  seen  from  it  that,  as  a 
rule,  the  villages  of  each  tract  pay  their  revenue  in  similar  instal- 
ments suited  to  the  circumstances  of  the  tract. 


33.    I  have  already  pointed   out   <§  $  and  7)   how  much  the 

district  was  crippled  by  the  loss  of  cattle  in 
of  cattte.0"  Ur°^    1 877-78.    This  was  recognised  at  an  early 

period  of  the  distress,  and  in  1878  Rs.  50,000 
were  advanced  to  the  peasants  for  the  purchase  of  seed  and  bullocks, 
and  by  31st  March  1883  this  had  all  been  recovered  except  Rs.  1,713* 
A  further  advance  of  Rs.  50,000  was  sanctioned  in  April  1882,  and 
another  of  Rs.  1,50,000  in  January  1883,  making  altogether  a  sum 
of  two  and  a  half  lakhs  granted  for  this  purpose.  The  sum  of 
Rs.  50,000  granted  in  April  1882  was  distributed  in  cash  by  the 
tahsfldars  themselves  after  the  Deputy  Commissioner  had  made 
allotments  by  villages  on  applications  by  cultivators.  The  grantees 
made  their  own  arrangements  for  purchase,  but  were  required  within 
one  month  to  bring  the  purchased  cattle  to  the  tahsfl  for  approval' 
and  to  be  branded.  During  his  winter  tour  the  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner inspected  the  bullocks  thus  procured  and  satisfied  himself  that 
the  money  was  honestly  applied,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
these  opportune  advances  enabled  tlie  peasants  to  cultivate  and 
irrigate  during  the  past  year  a  large  area  of  land  which,  but  for  this 
timely  assistance,  would  have  been  waste.  In  order  to  arrange 
for  the  distribution  of  the  grant  of  Rs.  1,50,000  made  in  January 
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1883,  and  as  the  best  means  of  attracting  a  supply  of  bullocks  to  the 
district,  a  fair  was  announced  to  be  held  at  Rewari  from  the  20th  of 
March.  Over  13.000  head  of  cattle  were  brought  to  the  fair  from 
Alwar,  Bhartpur,  Bikaner,  Rohtak.  Hissdr  and  Sirsa,  and  3.400  were 
urchased  by  holders  of  takkdvt  grants,  besides  about  300  bought 
y  others.  The  sum  allowed  per  bullock  was  Rs.  35.  Allotments 
were  made  to  villages  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  or  myself  with 
reference  to  the  circumstances  of  each,  and  these  were  divided 
amongst  individual  landholders  by  the  tahsfldars  and  zaildars 
according  to  their  several  wants.  Each  grantee  received  a  cheque 
showing  the  sum  allotted  to  him  which  he  took  to  Rewari  and 
resented  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  fair,  having  first  selected 
is  bullocks,  made  his  bargain  with  the  seller,  and  got  the  animals 
passed  and  prices  approved  by  a  committee  of  zaildars  and 
lambardars  assembled  for  the  purpose,  in  order  to  prevent  collusion 
between  sellers  and  purchasers.  The  officer  in  charge  then  paid 
the  amount  of  the  cheque  and  had  the  bullock  branded  with  the 
initial  letter  of  the  tahsll  to  which  the  purchaser  belonged.  The 
average  grant  per  bullock  was  Rs.  34,  and  the  average  price  paid 
somewhat  higher,  as  the  peasant,  in  order  to  get  a  superior  animal, 
often  supplemented  the  grant  with  money  from  his  own  pocket. 
Many  of  the  cattle  brought  to  the  fair  were  inferior  and  unfit  for 
agricultural  purposes,  but  those  purchased  were  of  good  quality, 
and  the  people  went  away  generally  well  pleased  with  their  bargains. 
I  saw  a  large  number  of  bullocks  purchased  at  the  fair  after  they 
had  reached  their  purchasers'  villages,  and,  as  a  rule,  they  and  their 
neighbours  were  quite  satisfied  with  the  cattle,  and  considered  them 
good  serviceable  animals  got  for  a  reasonable  price.  The  great 
majority  of  them  came  from  outside  the  district,  and  they  are  a 
most  valuable  addition  to  the  cultivating  power  of  the  district. 
The  balance  of  Rs.  36,000  which  remained  at  the  close  of  the  fair, 
has  nearly  all  been  allotted  and  distributed  on  the  system  adopted 
last  year.    The  total  allotments  by  tahsfls  are  as  follows: — 


Tah.il. 

Advances  made  ia  188a 

Advances  made  in  1883. 

No.  of  bullock*. 

0  •  of  s^til  1  oc  1c  s . 

Talwal  ... 
Firozpur  ... 
Jx'uh          ...  ... 

Gurgioa  ... 

Itcwa.fi      ,,,  ... 

Total 

«3« 

733 
739 
147 
177 

3.880 
18.325 
18405 
4,080 
5.670 

949 
646 
1,066 
838 
743 

30,613 
3«.2°4 
35.128 
27,086 

24.43* 

1,927 

50,360 

4.543 

148,463 

The  4,542  bullocks  purchased  in  1883  are  to  be  added  to  the 
80.000  returned  by  the  patwarfs  as  found  by  them  in  the  villages  last 
cold  weather,  and  help  considerably  to  make  up  the  deficiency  as 
compared  with  the  number  of  cattle  before  the  distress  ;  there  is  no 
doubt  that  this  year  again  the  cattle  bought  with  these  advances 
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have  enabled  the  people  to  cultivate  much  more  land  than  they 
otherwise  could  have  done,  and  that  they  will  add  greatly  to  the 
productive,  power  of  the  district.  The  people  appreciate  the 
advantage  of  such  aid  immensely,  and  snowed  almost  greater 
anxiety  to  get  bullocks  given  thein  than  to  get  their  assessment 
reduced.  There  is  at  present  every  prospect  of  recovering  the 
advances  made  with  full  interest  in  the  easy  instalments  fixed  for 
their  repayment,  and  although  the  Government  of  India  have 
signified  their  willingness  to  remit  a  part  of  them  if  occasion  arises, 
I  think  that  unless  the  seasons  again  prove  very  unfavourable,  there 
will  be  no  need  to  do  so  ;  and  it  would  be  apt  to  injure  the  revenue 
administration  seriously  if  these  advances  were  remitted  without 
clear  necessity,  and  demoralise  the  people  much  more  than  a 
remission  of  the  land-revenue,  for  the  principle  on  which  these 
advances  are  given,  viz.,  that  of  distributing  them  only  to  those 
men  who  are  able  and  willing  to  repay  them,  is  very  different 
from  the  principle  on  which  remissions  should  be  granted. 


CHAPTER  III.— The  Assessment. 

34.    In  the  statements  attached  to  this  Report  I  have  followed 

the  order  of  circles  and  villages  of  the  printed 
ocSTaSSS^^^^    Statement  E,  which  forms  Appendix  IV  to  the 

printed    Settlement   Report.     According  to 
that  statement  the  assessment  as  announced  or  reduced  on  appeal  was 
Rs  12,76,619,  while  the  total  assessment  for  the  financial  year 
1882-83,  taking  as  a  basis  the  sanctioned  revenue-roll  for  that  year 
was  Rs  12,78,113.    Appendix  I  shows  in  what  villages  the  difference 
exists,  and  the  causes  of  the  difference,  which  generally  ar2  that  sums 
assessed  on  gardens  and  mudfi  plots  and  assigned  to  grantees  were  in 
some  cases  omitted  in  the  printed  statement,  and  that  small  reductions 
have  been  granted  in  some  villages  since  Settlement  on  land  taken  up 
for  canal  extensions  or  the  customs  hedge  round  the  salt-works.  Appen- 
dix II  corresponds  with  Statement  G.  of  an  ordinary  Settlement,  and 
gives  the  reductions  now  announced.  It  shows  how,  from  an  assessment 
of  Rs.  12,78,113  in  1882-83,  we  reach  an  assessment  of  Rs.  12,27,424 
in  1883-84,  as  it  would  be  if  no  temporary  reductions  were  granted, 
and  gives  a  detail  of  the  latter  sum,  showing  that  the  revenue-roll 
for  1883-84  would,  in  that  case,  be  Rs.  11,79,242.    The  next  columns 
of  the  same  appendix  show  the  reduction  granted  for  seven  years, 
and  the  resulting  reduced  revenue-roll  of  1883-84  amounting  to 
Rs.  10,85,436.    Appendix  III  shows  the  effect  of  the  change  of  instal- 
ments in  15  villages  to  come  into  force  from  kharif  1883,  and  caus- 
ing a  net  increase  of  Rs.  333  in  the  khanf  instalment  of  18S3-84, 
and  a  corresponding  decrease  of  Rs.  333  in  the  raM  instalment  of 
1884-85.    Appendix  IV  is  the  resulting  revenue-roll  to  be  sanctioned 
for  1883-84,  amounting  to  Rs.  10,85,769.    Appendix  V  gives  our 
recommendations  as  to  the  remission  of  the  balances.  Appendix 
VI  gives  a  comparison  of  the  resources  of  each  village  at  Settlement 
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with  the  state  of  things  now,  and  corresponds  with  statements  A  and 
E  of  an  ordinary  Settlement  Report.  Appendix  VII  shows  the 
number  of  villages  in  each  assessment  circle  whose  jama  was  reduced 
by  Mr.  Charming.  Appendix  VIII  gives  a  list  of  the  cash  rents 
paid  in  each  village  at  Settlement  and  last  year,  the  areas  on  which 
they  were  paid,  and  the  resulting  average  rent-rate.  Appendix  IX 
gives  the  rates  sanctioned  at  Settlement  with  those  I  would  now  use 
in  spreading  the  reduced  assessment  over  the  areas  returned  at 
Settlement.  Appendix  X  is  a  report  drawn  up  by  the  Extra  Assis- 
tent  Commissioner  on  the  Nuh  tahsil  embodying  his  proposals,  which 
were  afterwards  modified  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  myself. 
I  have  given  no  reasons  for  our  decisions  in  any  of  the  statements  ; 
they  will  be  found  in  the  village  Note-books. 

It  will  be  found  on  comparing  the  totals  of  these  statements 
with  those  of  Statements  A  and  E  submitted  at  Settlement,  with  the 
Census  Returns,  &c,  that  there  are  numerous  small  discrepancies.  I 
have  not  everywhere  stopped  to  explain  these.  In  some  cases  they 
are  due  to  corrections  of  areas  made  after  the  submission  of  the  former 
reports,  to  the  inclusion  of  mudfi  plots  formerly  omitted,  to  errors  in 
former  totals,  to  the  transfer  of  villages  from  one  tahsil  to  another, 
and  no  doubt  in  some  cases  to  errors  in  the  present  statements.  It 
would  take  a  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble  to  eradicate  or  explain 
all  such  discrepancies,  and  I  have  not  delayed  to  do  so.  Wherever  the 
difference  is  great  I  have  compared  the  figures  In  detail  and  satis- 
fied myself  that  for  the  present  purpose  they  are  as  exact  as  they 
can  be  made.  Most  of  the  statistics  are  for  the  present  purpose 
only  estimates,  and  some  of  them  very  rough  estimates,  and 
where  a  difference  of  a  thousand  does  not  affect  the  argument,  it  is 
needless  to  give  a  long  explanation  of  a  difference  of  a  few  units.  In 
the  cases  which  are  not  mere  estimates,  vis.t  the  actual  revenue  de- 
mand, the  reductions,  balances  and  remissions,  the  figures  are  exact 
to  a  rupee. 

As  already  stated,  we  took  up  the  case  of  each  village  separately, 
and  decided  with  reference  to  its  individual  circumstances,  though 
of  course  also  with  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  tract  generally, 
whether  any  reduction  should  be  given  or  not.  Adding  up  the  figures 
for  the"  individual  villages,  I  have  discussed  the  results  for  each 
assessment  circle  separately,  as  will  be  seen  further  on.  It  will  be 
convenient  here  to  sum  up  those  results  for  the  whole  district  in 
order  to  give  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  the  tract,  of  the  pitch  of 
the  assessment,  and  of  the  relief  now  given  with  the  reasons  for  it, 
although  of  course  in  a  district  composed  of  villages  of  such  varying 
circumstances,  the  real  state  of  things  can  be  properly  understood 
only  by  considering  the  circumstances  of  each  assessment  circle,  and 
Indeed  of  each  village,  separately. 

35.   The  revenue-roll  for  the  year  previous  to  the  introduction 
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Enhancement  of  the 
land-revenue. 


of  the  new  assessments,  the  financial  year 
1876-77,  was  Rs.  10,86,113.  Including  jagirs 
the  total  assessment  was  Rs.  11,03.339.  (To 
obtain  the  real  total  the  assessment  on  small  mudfi  plots  would  have 
to  be  added  to  the  total  here  given).  The  total  assessment  of  the  year 
1882-83,  including  all  allowances  and  assignments,  is  Rs.  12,78,113, 
thus  showing  an  increase  for  the  whole  district  of  Rs.  1,74,774  or 
16  per  cent.  This  is  distributed  as  follows  over  the  five  tahsils  as  at 
present  constituted  : — 


Taksiu 

Total  assessment  of 
previous  Settle* 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Pahval... 

Ffrozpur 

Nuh 

Gurgion 

Rewari 

...  ••• 
••■  ••• 
•••  ... 

•  ••  M« 
...  «•• 

2,14,668 

2,o8,759 
2,11,360 

1,96,514 
2  72.038 

2,85,482 

2,38,563 
2,59,809 

2,17,432 
2,76,827 

33 
14 
22 
11 
2 

Total 

11,03,339 

12,78,113 

16 

Thus  the  assessment  of  tahsfl  Rewari  was  hardly  raised  at  all 
while  that  of  Nuh  was  increased  by  one-fourth,  and  that  of  Palwal 
by  one-third. 


36.  To  appreciate  fully  the  increase  which  has  taken  place  in 
the  Government  demand,  it  is  necessary  to  take 
into  account  the  increase  of  the  cesses.    At  last 

Settlement  the  cesses  leviable  in  addition  to  the  land-revenue  were 

as  follows : — 

Per  cent,  on  land-revenue. 
Village  headmen's  allowance    ...  ...  ...  5 

Patwarfs  allowance  (average about)  ...  .  3^ 

Road  cess 

School  cess  ...  ...  •••  ...  1 


Total 


••• 


In  1 87 1  the  local  rate  cess  was  first  imposed  at  6\  per  cent. : 
when  the  Settlement  operations  commenced  in  1872,  the  patwarfs 
cess  was  somewhat  raised,  and  on  the  introduction  of  the  new  assess- 
ments in  1877  it  was  fixed  at  4  per  cent,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
postal  cess  of  %  per  cent,  was  first  imposed.  In  1880  the  local 
irate  cess  was  increased  from  6%  to  per  cent,  the  enhance- 
ment having  been  delayed  in  this  district  by  special  order.  The 
Zailddri  allowance  of  1  per  cent  and  the  chief  headman's  allowance 
of  1  per  cent,  were  introduced  with  the  new  assessment,  but  may  be 
left  out  of  account  as  they  are   deductions  from  the  Government 
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Up  to  1870 
From  1870  to  1877 
From  1877  to  1880 
Since  1880 


demand.  Thus  for  every  Rs.  100  of  land-revenue  assessment  the 
peasant  has  had  actually  to  pay  as  follows : — 

Rs. 

•••  •••  ...    1  ioJf 

•  ••  ••■  . . .  1 16^^ 

•  ••  ••■  •..II  /  ^£ 

•  ••  ...  •••      I  1 9 (T 

Thus  the  increase  of  16  per  cent,  in  the  land-revenue  assess- 
ment, although  it  means  an  increase  of  only  17  per  cent,  between 
1876-77  and  1877-78,  means  an  increase  of  26  per  cent,  between  1870 
and  1880,  and  for  every  Rs.  100  of  land-revenue  and  cesses  the  Gurgaon 
peasants  paid  in  1870,  they  paid  Rs.  126  of  land-revenue  and  cesses 
in  1880.  From  another  point  of  view  it  may  be  said  that  if  the 
actual  land-revenue  assessment  is  50  per  cent,  of  the  net  assets,  the 
peasant  has  to  pay  under  various  heads  land-revenue  and  cesses 
equivalent  to  50  =60  per  cent,  of  his  net  assets,  besides  the 
cost  of  village  watchmen  and  other  common  village  expenses.  The 
Settlement  Officer  is,  however,  not  supposed  to  take  the  cesses  into 
account  in  making  his  calculations,  and  is  instructed  to  fix  his 
assessments  as  nearly  as  possible  at  half  net  assets  ;  indeed,  when 
the  zaildari  and  alalambardari  cesses  were  introduced  recently, 
Settlement  Officers  were  practically  instructed  to  calculate  their 
assessments  at  51  per  cent,  of  the  net  assets,  so  that  when  the  zail- 
dars  and  alalambardar's  allowance  of  1  per  cent,  each  were  de- 
ducted from  the  land-revenue,  the  Government  demand  might  still 
be  50  per  cent,  as  before. 

The  cesses  now  payable  in  the  Gurgaon  district  are  as  fol- 
lows : — 


Headman's  due 

■  •  • 

••• 

... 

...  5 

Patwarfs  dues 

•  ■  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•*<  4 

Local  rate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  8| 

Road  cess 

••* 

••• 

••• 

...  1 

School  cess 

. . . 

••• 

•■■ 

...  1 

Postal  cess 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  § 

Total 

...  IQi 

besides  the  zaildari  and  alalambardari  allowance  of  1  per  cent, 
each  which  arc  nominally  deductions  from  the  land-revenue,  the 
pay  of  the  village  watchman  which  is  levied  on  houses,  and  the 
common  village  expenses  which  are  generally  paid  by  the  culti- 
tors  in  the  form  of  a  cess  on  the  land-revenue. 

I  may  be  allowed  to  express  the  strong  opinion  which  I  have 
long  held,  and  which  has  been  confirmed  by  my  recent  experience 
in  this  district,  as  to  the  bad  policy  of  levying  taxes  in  this  way.  In 
theory  they  are  levied  under  different  heads  for  different  purposes,  but 
the  ordinary  peasant  can  make  no  such  distinction.  He  only  knows 
that  he  has  to  pay  the  money,  and  that  the  Government  which  has 
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promised  not  to  raise  his  assessment  for  thirty  years  evades  that 
promise  and  goes  on  adding  cess  after  cess,  and  taking  more  from  him 
on  various  pretexts.  The  way  in  which  these  cesses  are  imposed 
and  calculated  and  levied  makes  the  people  feel  them  more  of  a 
burden  than  they  really  are.  It  almost  seems  as  if  the  system  were 
devised  to  raise  a  minimum  of  revenue  with  a  maximum  of  dis- 
content and  trouble.  If  the  assessment  were  calculated  at  60  per 
cent,  of  the  net  assets  instead  of  50  and  levied  in  one  lump  and  spread 
at  one  rate  on  the  land,  the  amount  realised  would  be  the 
same  but  the  vexation  caused  would  be  so  much  less.  If 
the  zaildar,  alalambardar  and  lambardar  were  allowed  each  to 
retain  his  allowance  out  of  the  Government  demand  on  his  village 
or  holding,  instead  of  levying  it  from  their  fellows  in  the  form  of  an 
additional  demand,  they  would  value  it  much  more  highly.  The 
amounts  to  go  into  the  Patwarfs'  Fund  and  to  the  various  heads  of  edu- 
cation, roads,  post-office,  &c,  would  be  allotted  by  the  Accountant- 
General  in  one  lump  sum  for  the  district  as  a  whole,  instead  of  being 
levied  as  at  present  in  annas  and  pies  on  each  individual  holding. 
The  patwdrfs  work  would  be  immensely  reduced,  and  the  work  of 
the  Treasury  and  Tahstt  offices  greatly  lightened.  This  change  can 
be  most  easily  made  at  a  revision  of  Settlement,  but  it  can  be  made 
at  any  time,  and  it  would  be  a  real  relief  to  this  district  now,  if  the 
whole  Government  demand  were  consolidated  into  one  lump  sum, 
and  distributed  over  the  holdings  at  one  rate,  and  a  really  binding 
promise  given  to  the  people  that  this  demand  would  not  be  increased 
under  any  pretext  for  the  term  of  Settlement. 

37.    It  is  difficult  for  a  Settlement  Officer  to  make  an  estimateof 

the  half-net-assets  on  which  he  can  depend, 

ilmtlmmlL        PrC"    and  {t  is  not  intcnded  that  he  should  on  the 

one  hand   suddenly  raise  to  the  full  extent 

the  assessment  of  villages  in  which  his  half- net-assets  calculations 
show  a  great  increase  on  the  previous  demand,  or  on  the  other, 
suddenly  reduce  the  assessment  of  villages  which  are  getting  on  well, 
simply  because  his  calculations  give  a  great  decrease.  One  of  the 
best  guides  he  can  have  is  the  way  in  which  the  villages  have  pros- 
pered or  otherwise  under  their  former  assessment.  If  this  test  be 
applied  in  Gurg4on  ample  reason  will  be  found  for  believing  that 
Mr.  Channing's  assessment  was,  at  the  time  it  was  announced, 
likely  to  be  a  light  and  workable  demand. 

From  the  statistical  report  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Fraser  about  1846 
it  appears  that  the  district  had  almost  the  same  boundaries  then 
as  now.  It  comprised  1,274  villages  against  the  present  1,264,  and 
the  only  differences  seem  to  be  that  the  Palf  pargana  has  since 
been  transferred  to  the  Delhi  district  and  some  villages  about 
Farrukhnagar  added  after  the  mutiny,  so  that  the  district,  as  a  whole, 
may  be  considered  much  the  same,  its  total  area  then  being 
12,43,059  acres  and  now  1242,089.  Its  land-revenue  was  then 
Rs.  10,98,388,  but  some  seven  years  before,  previous  to  the  revision 
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of  assessments,  it  had  been  Rs  12,56,786.  (In  the  memorandum  on 
page  18  of  the  Statistical  Report  the  former  jama  of  pargana 
Ffrozpur  is  understated  by  a  lakh.  See  Appendix  G  of  that  Report). 
And  from  the  fiscal  statement  on  page  21  it  appears  that  the 
collections  had  averaged  93  per  cent,  of  the  demand,  so  that  the 
district  had  actually  been  paying  an  average  land-revenue  of  about 
Rs.  11,68,000.  The  reductions  which  had  been  given  at  the  recent 
revision  of  assessment  were  considered  to  be  liberal,  and  not- 
withstanding a  series  of  unfavourable  seasons,  the  Settlement  was 
thought  to  be  working  well  and  the  assessment  considered  to  be 
one  which  could,  excepting  under  extraordinary  circumstances, 
always  be  realized.  That  this  expectation  was  fulfilled  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  statement  of  balances  and  collections  for  the  12 
years  previous  to  1877-78,  the  demand  being  all  through  about 
Rs.  10,90,000. 


Year. 

Balance  on  ji  March  of  tha 
demand  for  the  yeai. 

Total  collections  during  the  year, 
per  cent  on  annual  demand. 

1865-  66 

1866-  67 

1867-  68 

1868-  69 

1869-  70 

1870-  71 

1871-  72 

1872-  73 

1873-  74 

1874-  75 

1875-  76 

1876-  77 

6,883 
5.476 
10,415 
7,863 

I,43<> 
2,769  • 

1,754 
2,382 
11,800 

7,oi7 
18,057 

30,978 

99 
99 
99 
99 
100 
100 
100 
100 
99 

1 

98 

Total 

Average  balance 

...  Rs.  1,06,824. 
...  Rs.  8,902. 

The  average  balance  was  thus  less  than  1  per  cent,  of  the 
demand,  and  notwithstanding  a  year  of  drought  in  1868-69  and  a 
year  of  excessive  inundations  in  1875-76  the  collections  in  no  year 
had  fallen  below  98  per  cent  of  the  demand.  A  perusal  of  the 
quotations  given  by  Mr.  Channing  from  his  Assessment  Reports 
(§§  120  seq.)  will  show  that,  taking  the  district  as  a  whole,  there 
was  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  assessment  then  expiring  had 
been  found  to  be  a  light  one,  had  allowed  the  development  of 
great  prosperity,  and  had  pressed  hardly  only  on  a  few  villages 
here  and  there.  At  the  commencement  of  the  previous  Settlement  more 
than  thirty  years  before  when  the  assessment  was  considered  light 
or  at  least  easily  workable,  the  cultivated  area  of  the  district  was 
only  7,03,124  acres  :  it  had  increased  to  9,87,161  acres  or  by  40  per 
cent.  Irrigation  (including  naturally-flooded  lands)  had  also  increased 
from  1,32417  acres  to  1,85,522  or  by  40  per  cent.  Population  was 
returned  as  4,60,326  about  1846  (and  according  to  the  figures  of  the 
Revenue  Survey  was  about  5,00,000  in  1826)  but  this  must  have 
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been  an  under-estimate,  for  the  Census  of  1855  g*vc  a  population  of 
6.62,486  ;  the  Census  of  1868  gave  6,89,034  and  in  1876  the  popula- 
tion must  have  been  20  percent,  larger  than  in  1842.  Prices  too 
had  risen  by  about  65  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  fifteen  years 
preceding  the  previous  Settlement  in  1837.  These  were  good 
grounds  for  believing  that  the  district  as  a  whole  would  be  able  to 
pay  a  much  higher  assessment  with  ease  and  without  interruption 
to  its  developing  prosperity. 

38.  The  previous  assessment  seems  to  have  been  fixed  with  refer- 
ence chiefly  to  what  the  estates  had  been  paying 
J^^SSSSnLa^   before  (Statistical  Report  and  Appendices)  ; 

r  but  Mr.  Lawrence,  who  assessed  Rewarf,  seems 

to  have  assumed  (p.  xl.)  that  his  assessment  was  about  80  per  cent, 
of  the  net  assets,  and  Mr.  Gubbins  in  his  assessment  of  Ffrozpur 
(afterwards  reduced)  assumed  that  his  assessment  was  from  25 
to  30  per  cent,  below  the  net  assets.  If  then  we  assume  the 
assessment  of  the  whole  district,  after  the  liberal  reductions  granted, 
to  have  been  equivalent  to  the  value  of  three-fourths  of  the  net  assets 
at  the  time ;  then,  other  things  remaining  the  same,  the  rise  of 
prices  alone,  even  if  taken  as  only  50  per  cent,  (instead  of  65  J,  would 
have  justified  the  retention  of  the  previous  demand,  for  the  rise 
of  prices  having  increased  the  value  of  the  net  produce  to  1$  times 
its  former  value,  a  jama  equal  to  $  its  former  value  would  be 
exactly  one-half  its  present  value  in  Rupees.  This  being  so,  the 
increase  of  40  per  cent,  in  cultivation  and  of  40  per  cent,  in  irriga- 
tion seemed  to  justify  a  large  increase  of  assessment.  However,  as 
already  said,  the  former  assessing  officers  had  no  data  on  which  to 
calculate  the  net  assets  of  their  day  and  a  comparison  so  made 
could  only  be  a  rough  guide. 

39.  Still,  the  Settlement  Officer  found  that  the  district  as  a 
The    new     assessment    whole  was  paying  its  land  revenue  without 
judged  by  comparison  with    difficulty,   and    might  reasonably  conclude 

the  previous  assessment.  tjiat    SQ     jQng   flS    j^e    fop^  \x\s  assessments 

generally  well  below  the  pitch  of  the  assessments  actually  paid  by 
a  large  number  of  villages,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  realis- 
ing them.    That  he  did  so  will  appear  from  the  following  figures 


Total  No  of 

Number  of  Tillage*  in  which. 

Percentage  of 
increase  of 
assessment  of 
whole  LakaB. 

the  revenue  rates 
gave  a  decrease 

*._ 

was  actually  re- 
duced 

the  a«se^ment 
was  increased 
more  then  5 
per  cent. 

Palwal 

Firozpur 

Nuh    ...  ... 

Gurgaon 
Re  war  i 

Total  ... 

195 

$ 

227 
3°9 

27 

45 
57 
*43 

II 

38 

a 

114 

l6o 
172 
246 
I63 
119 

33 
«4 
22 
■  l 
* 

1,264 

335 

302 

860 

16 
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Thus  Mr.  Charming  actually  reduced  the  assessment  of  202  vil- 
lages, or  nearly  one-sixth  of  the  whole  number,  and  the  revenue- 
rates  which  he  adopted  as  his  guides  in  assessing  gave  a  decrease  as 
compared  with  the  former  assessment  in  335  villages,  or  more  than  a 
fourth  of  the  whole  number.  He  used  his  revenue-rates  only  as 
guides,  and  where  they  gave  a  decrease  he  ordinarily  did  not  reduce 
the  assessment  to  such  an  extent  ns  they  alone  indicated,  unless 
there  was  some  other  reason  for  considering  the  village  over-assess- 
ed ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  where  his  rates  gave  a  great  increase  on 
the  former  assessment,  he  did  not  raise  the  demand  fully  up  to  his 
rates,  but  made  allowance  for  the  increase  and  the  possibility  of  over- 
estimates by  keeping  the  assessment  well  below  that  given  by  the 
rates.  So  that  it  may  safely  be  said  that  in  those  860  villages  whose 
assessment  he  raised  by  more  than  5  per  cent,  the  demand  is  still, 
with  reference  to  the  qualities  of  the  soil,  the  facilities  of  irrigation, 
and  the  caste  of  the  proprietors,  much  lighter  than  it  is  in  the  202 
villages  whose  assessment  he  reduced  ;  and  it  is  also  certain  that 
although  he  raised  the  assessment  of  all  but  a  few  villages  in  tahsils 
Kuh  and  Palwal,  and  increased  the  assessment  of  those  two  tahsils 
by  22  and  33  per  cent,  respectively,  they  are  still  more  lightly  assess- 
ed than  tahsil  Rewari,  the  assessment  of  which  was  increased  by 
only  2  per  cent,  and  in  which  he  reduced  the  assessment  of  more 
than  a  third  of  the  villages. 

Judging  then  from  past  experience,  there  was  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  after  making  full  allowance  for  the  increase  of  the  cesses, 
the  enhanced  demand  would  be  easily  paid  by  the  district.  This  is 
not  equivalent  to  saying  that  it  was  not  above  half-net-assets,  for  a 
half-net-asset  laud-rcvenne  means  with  cesses  a  demand  equivalent 
to  only  60  per  cent,  of  the  net  assets,  and  the  excessively  high 
jamas  paid  by  the  district  in  former  times,  when  the  collections 
were  supposed  to  be  three-fourths  or  even  four-fifths  of  the  net  pro- 
duce, and  must  often  have  even  exceeded  th;s,  prove  that  villages 
like  these  can  pay  much  more  than  60  per  cent,  of  their  net  assets, 
and  yet  go  on  prosperously  developing.  In  order  to  judge  whether 
the  new  assessment  was  approximately  equal  to  half  the  average  net 
produce,  it  is  necessary  to  examine  the  data  on  which  the  Settlement 
Officer  framed  his  estimates. 

40.    According  to  the  printed  Statement  E  (Report,  Appendix 
IV)  the  total  area  of  the  district  is  as  follows  (in 

cultivation. 


Estimate  of  area  under     acres)  by  Settlement  measurements  (1873-75) 


Unculturable  •••  ...  ...  1,60,118 

Revenue-free  ...  ...  ...  i»7^5 

Culturablc  ...  ...  ...  81,988 

Fallow  ...  ...  ...  10,071 

Gardens  ...  ...  ...  1,046 

Cultivated  ...  ...  ...  9,87,161 

Total  ...  12,42,089 
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Thus  13  per  cent,  of  tlie  total  area  is  unculturablc,  consisting 
chiefly  of  hill,  and  of  the  remaining  cultivable  area  10,81,971  acres, 
only  81,988  acres  or  7 per  cent,  has  not  been  brought  under  the 
plough  ;  including  revenue-free,  fallow  and  gardens,  9,99.983  acres,  or 
say  exactly  one  million  acres,  have  been  cultivated.    According  to 
the  professional  Revenue  Survey,  which  was  made  independently 
about  the  same  time  as  the  Settlement  measurements,  the  cultivated 
and  fallow  area  was  9,98,612  acres,  and  adding  1,046  for  gardens,  we 
get  9,99,658  acres  as  the  area  brought  under  the  plough.    Thus  ac- 
cording to  two  independent  surveys  conducted  by  different  sets  of 
officers  according  to  different  rules,  a  million  acres  or  92^  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  culturable  area  had  been  cultivated  within  the  three  or  four 
years  previous  to  the  Settlement  measurements.    The  proportion  of 
culturable  land  which  had  not  been  brought  under  the  plough  is 
strikingly  small,  being  only  7^  per  cent,  for  the  whole  district,  and 
only  2  per  cent,  in  tahsi'l  Kirozpur,  while  in  the  neighbouring  districts 
of  Delhi  and  Rohtak  the  proportion  is  20  and  14  percent  respective- 
ly ;  in  the  Mathra  district,  however,  it  is  only  5  per  cent.    In  Settle- 
ment measurements  as  now  conducted  in  the  Panjab,  and  according  to 
the  present  rules  of  the  Revenue  Survey, all  land  which  has  been  sown 
within  the  three  harvests  previous  to  the  date  of  measurement  is  en- 
tered as  "  cultivated"  whether  sown  within  the  year  of  measurement 
or  not,  and  all  land  not  cultivated  within  that  period, but  which  has  been 
cultivated  within  the  last  four  years,  is  entered  as  "  lately  abandoned" 
or  ^for  short)  "  fallow."    A  similar  rule  seems  to  have  been  followed 
in  this  Settlement.    Mr.  Wood  directed  in  Delhi  that  all  land  aban- 
doned within  three  years  of  measurement  was  to  be  entered  as  culti- 
vated, and  as  Gurgaon  Settlement  was  then  under  his  control,  proba- 
bly the  same  rule  was  followed  here.    Of  the  total  cultivated  and 
fallow  area  10,071  acres  or  1  per  cent,  were  entered  as  fallow  (the 
proportion  in  Delhi  was  nearly  1  per  cent.,  and  in  Rohtak  a  little 
over  1  per  cent.)    Except  in  a  very  few  cases  the  culturable  waste 
and  the  fallow  were  left  uuasscssed,  so  that  altogether  about  8  per 
cent,  of  the  land  capable  of  cultivation  was  left  free  of  assessment, 
and  the  area  actually  assessed  as  cultivated  was  9,87,161  acres,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  totals  now  taken  from  the  village  note  books  9,81,345 
acres  'besides  7,099  acres  placed  under  fluctuating  assessment).  The 
years  of  the  Settlement  measurements  were  exceptionally  favourable, 
and  the  area  actually  cultivated  was  no  doubt  much  larger  than  usual, 
and  yet  probably  the  area  so  returned  as  cultivated  is  larger  than  the 
area  actually  cultivated  in  any  one  year,  for  there  is  no  year  in  which 
some  part  of  the  area  ordinarily  under  cultivation  is  not  left  unsown 
in  some  villages;  indeed,  this  is  probably  the  case  in  every  Settlement, 
and  the  Settlement  Officer  is  supposed  to  make  allowance  in  calculat- 
ing his  rates  for  the  fact  that  his  cultivated  area  is  higher  than  the 
average  area  cultivated  in  one  year.    That  the  9,87,161  acres  esti- 
mated as  the  area  to  be  assessed  as  cultivated  is  above  the  average 
area  sown  has  already  been  shown  in  §7,  where  the  areas  given 
in  the  Annual  Revenue  Report  as  sown  for  each  harvest  since  1867 
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are  collated.  According  to  those  figures  the  average  area  sown  in 
the  two  harvests  for  the  last  sixteen  years  is  9,00,000  acres,  and 
for  the  eight  years  previous  to  1877  was  9,55,000  acres;  and 
if  20,000  acres  be  deducted  for  land  sown  in  both  harvests 
(dofaslt)  the  average  area  sown  in  one  year  may  be  taken  as 
9,35,000  acres ;  and  of  the  9,87,000  acres  entered  as  the 
cultivated  area  at  Settlement  it  may  be  said  that  ordinarily 
50,000  acres  or  5  per  cent,  remained  fallow  on  an  average  of 
years.  A  similar  calculation  shows  that  a  similar  allowance  must 
be  made  in  other  Settlements.  Thus  in  Delhi  the  area  returned  at 
Settlement  as  cultivated  (Settlement  Report  §  200),  was  5,28,349  acres  ; 
according  to  the  Annual  Revenue  Report,  the  average  area  culti- 
vated for  both  harvests  in  the  15  years  ending  1881-82  was 
5,20,000  acres ;  but  in  Delhi  with  its  canal  irrigation,  this  includes 
a  large  area  of  dofasli  cultivation,  and  at  >ettlement  it  was  found 
that  the  dofash Cultivation  amounted  to  55,000  acres  (Settlement 
Report  §  39).  Even  if  it  be  taken  so  low  as  40,000  on  the 
average,  it  would  seem  that  the  average  area  actually  cultivated 
within  a  year  is  only  4.80,000  acres  against  the  5,28,000  recorded 
at  Settlement  as  cultivated,  a  difference  of  9  per  cent.  In 
Rohtak  again,  the  area  returned  at  Settlement  as  cultivated  was 
9,07,000  acres  (Settlement  Report  §  73),  and  according  to  the 
Annual  Revenue  Report  the  average  area  sown  for  both  harvests 
for  the  15  years  ending  1881-82  was  only  8,14,000,  or  allowing 
for  dofasli  about  8,00,000;  and  in  no  single  year  since 
has  so  much  as  9.07,000  acres  been  sown.  According  to  these 
figures  then  the  cultivated  area  has  been  over-estimated  quite  as 
much  in  Rohtak  as  in  Gurgaon,  if  it  be  an  over-estimate,  and  the 
same  objection  will  apply,  though  perhaps  not  with  so  much  force, 
to  the  cultivated  areas  returned  for  every  Settlement  in  the  Panjab. 

If,  however,  the  Settlement  Officer  bears  in  mind  that  his  culti- 
vated area  represents  more  than  the  average  area  sown  in  one  year, 
it  is  no  over-estimate,  and  indeed  the  definition  of  "cultivated" 
followed  in  Settlement  measurements  is  the  only  fair  one  to  follow — 
fair  not  only  as  between  Government  and  the  peasants,  but  as 
between  village  and  village.  Suppose  the  Settlement  measurements 
had  taken  place  in  a  year  like  the  present,  when  the  area 
actually  sown  within  the  year  is  only  8,96,000  acres,  and 
in  the  previous  year  8,75,000.  The  annual  statements  show 
that  if  only  the  area  actually  sown  within  the  year  were 
entered  as  cultivated,  it  would  in  that  case  be  a  great  under- 
estimate, and  in  numbers  of  villages  the  cultivated  area  would  be 
stated  enormously  below  the  average,  so  that  many  villages  would 
be  apt  to  be  too  lightly  assessed  in  comparison  with  others.  The 
argument  applies  in  a  similar  way  to  the  state  of  things  at  the  time 
of  Settlement  measurements,  which  would  not  have  been  fair  as 
between  villages  had  they  not  taken  account  of  the  cultivation  of  a 
year  or  two  previous  to  the  actual  measurements.  With  the  corro- 
borative evidence  of  the  Revenue  Survey,  it  seems  certain  that  a 
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41. 


Allowance  to  be 
for  fallows. 


million  acres  had  been  brought  under  the  plough  within  the  three  or 
four  years  preceding  the  Settlement  measurements  and  that  9,87,000 
acres  had  really  been  cultivated  within  the  two  or  three  years,  and  if 
so,  it  was  only  fair  that  the  whole  of  this  area  should  be  recorded  in 
the  Settlement  Records  as  under  cultivation,  and  made  the  basis 
of  the  assessment  calculations. 

But  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Settlement  Officer  to  remem- 
ber that  his  total  cultivated  area  represented 
more  than  the  average  area  cultivated  in  one 
year  and  to  allow  for  this  in  his  calculations. 
This  might  be  done  in  two  ways.  He  might  either  in  every 
assessment  circle  and  in  every  village  deduct  so  much  from  the 
cultivated  area  recorded  as  would  leave  the  total  about  9,35,000 
acres,  the  average  cultivation  of  the  eight  years  previous  to  1877 
(after  allowing  for  dofasli),  but  this  would  be  very  difficult  to  do 
fairly.  He  might,  on  the  other  hand,  keep  to  the  total  area  recorded 
as  the  basis  of  his  calculations,  but  reduce  his  rates,  and  especially 
that  on  the  worst  soil  which  is  most  apt  to  fall  out  of  cultivation,  so 
low  as  to  make  allowance  for  the  area  left  fallow  on  an  average  of 
years.  This  latter  course  is  the  one  adopted  by  Mr.  Channing,  who 
seems  to  have  thought  it  necessary  that  he  should  so  state  his  rates 
that  the  assessment  on  any  given  plot  or  holding  might,  if  desired, 
be  calculated  out  exactly.  It  is  also  the  course  which  commends 
itself  to  the  people,  for  I  have  in  many  villages  found  that  when  I 
suggested  to  the  villagers  that  they  should  so  redistribute  their  jama 
as  to  leave  free  of  assessment  the  land  which,  though  entered  as 
cultivated  at  Settlement,  has  been  out  of  cultivation  for  some  years, 
they  almost  in  every  case  said  it  was  only  fair,  as  between  themselves, 
that  such  land  should  be  assessed  as  cultivated,  for  it  had  been 
cultivated  before  and  would  probably  be  cultivated  again ;  and  indeed 
it  is  often  a  mere  chance  which  field  is  left  uncultivated  and  which 
sown  for  the  harvest,  and  it  would  obviously  be  unfair  in  such  a  case 
to  assess  the  two  fields  differently.  The  doubt  then  is,  whether  Mr. 
Channing  kept  down  his  rates  sufficiently  to  allow  for  the  area  which, 
on  the  average,  remained  uncultivated.  The  consideration  would 
hardly  afTect  the  rates  on  the  better  classes  of  soil,  for  they  are  seldom 
allowed  to  fall  out  of  cultivation  ;  it  is  the  inferior  sandy  soil  {bhur)  that 
is  first  abandoned,  and  even  this  year,  when  such  a  large  area  is  out  of 
cultivation,  it  is  almost  all  bhur,  and  the  proportion  of  the  better  soils 
lying  uncultivated  is  comparatively  insignificant.    The  areas  of  unirri- 
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The  fact  that  a  fourth  of  the  whole  cultivated  area  of  the  district 
is  unirrigatcd  sandy  soil  {bhur)  shows  how  important  this  question  is, 
and  especially  in  tahsfls  Gurgaon  and  Rewari,  where  34  and  45  per 
cent  of  the  area  respectively  are  unirrigatcd  bhur. 


42.    In  five  of  the  eight  chaks  into  which  the  Rewan  tahsfl  was 

divided,  the  sanctioned  rate  on  unirrigated  bhur 
bZr*  ratCS  °n  unirr,galcd    was  12  annas  per  acre  ;  in  one  it  was  10%  annas 

and  in  the  other  two  10  annas  per  acre  ;  and 
as  these  rates  with  those  sanctioned  for  the  other  soils  gave  an  increase 
of  only  2  per  cent  on  the  former  assessment  of  the  tahsfl  which  had 
been  realized  for  the  previous  ten  years  with  almost  no  coercive  pro- 
cess or  balance,  there  was  strong  ground  for  holding  that  these  rates 
were  not  too  high.  Of  the  eleven  assessment  circles  of  tahsfl  Gur- 
gaon, in  one  exceptionally  favoured  circle  the  rate  on  unirrigated 
bhur  was  12  annas,  in  two  others  also  favourably  situated  it  was  11 
annas,  in  five  it  was  10  annas,  and  in  three  it  was  9  annas.  These 
rates  do  not  seem  high  compared  with  those  for  tahsfl  Rewan  where 
the  soils  are  hardly,  if  at  all,  superior  in  quality.  In  tahsfl  Nuh  the 
sanctioned  rate  for  one  circle  was  9  annas,  and  for  the  other  two  10 
annas.  In  tahsfl  Firozpur  the  rate  on  unirrigated  bhur  in  Chaks 
Landoha  and  Mandikher&  is  Rs.  1-2,  but  there  it  is  a  fertile  lowlying 
moist  soil  in  the  Landoha  valley  often  producing  wheat,  and  the 
rates  sanctioned  left  the  assessment  as  before  for  the  two  circles  taken 
together.  In  Chak  Bhuder  the  rate  was  14  annas,  which  is  certainly 
a  high  rate  to  apply  to  such  a  large  area  of  bhur  (59  per  cent  of  the 
total  cultivated  area)  although  some  of  the  bhur  of  this  circle  is 
lowlying  moist  soil  similar  to  that  of  Chak  Mandikhcra,  and  the 
rates  sanctioned  for  the  Bhuder  circle  as  a  whole  gave  an  increase  of 
only  12  per  cent  In  Chaks  Punahana  of  Firozpur  and  Bangar  of 
Palwal  the  rate  of  14  nnnas  on  bhur  seems  decidedly  high,  but  the 
areas  of  unirrigated  bhur  in  these  chaks  are  only  6  and  5  per  cent, 
respectively  of  the  total  cultivated  area,  and  the  rents  show  con- 
clusively that  the  assessments  of  these  chaks  taken  as  a  whole  are 
light  In  Chak  Dahri  of  Palwal  the  rate  is  13  annas,  but  in  this  Chak 
the  total  assessment  was  reduced.  In  Chak  Bhuder  of  Palwal  the 
assessment  was  enhanced  18  per  cent  and  the  rate  of  12  annas  seems 
high  to  be  applied  to  so  much  unirrigated  bhur  (42  percent,  of  the  total 
cultivated  area  .  On  the  whole  then,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  a 
comparison  of  the  rates  in  circles  where  they  did  not  give  a  serious 
increase  of  assessment  with  those  in  which  they  did,  it  would  seem 
that  the  rate  on  irrigated  bhur  was  decidedly  severe  in  Chaks 
Bhuder  of  Palwal  and  Firozpur,  but  perhaps  not  too  high  in  the 
other  circles. 


The  rates  on  unirrigated  bhur  sanctioned  for  this  Settlement 
compare  as  follows  with  those  used   in  the  previous  Settlement 
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proportionately  reduced  where  reduction  of  assessment  was  after- 
wards granted  : —  
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It  seems  then  that  the  rate  on  bhur  of  the  present  Settlement  is 
almost  everywhere  considerably  below  that  of  the  previous  Settle- 
ment, but  when  it  is  considered  that  much  of  the  40  per  cent  increase 
in  cultivation  has  been  in  the  most  inferior  soils,  that  these  are  most  apt 
to  fall  out  of  cultivation,  and  that  their  average  quality  must  be  con- 
siderably below  that  of  the  bhtir  of  last  Settlement,  it  may  perhaps 
be  said  that  the  reduction  of  the  rate  on  bhur  was  not  sufficient  as 
compared  with  the  rates  on  the  better  soils. 

In  comparing  the  Gurgaon  rates  on  bhtir  with  those  in  other 
districts,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that,  while  in  Rohtak  and 
Delhi  all  loam  was  classed  as  rausli,  in  Gurgion  it  was  separated  into 
two  classes,  ttarmot  (clay  loam)  and  magda  (sandy  loam),  and  it  is 
possible  that  some  of  the  better  sandy  soil  which  in  those  two  districts 
would  have  been  classed  as  bhur  has  here  been  classed  as  mag  da. 
From  my  knowledge  of  the  three  districts  however,  I  think  I  may 
say  that  almost  all  the  Gurgaon  mag  da  would  have  been  classed  as 
rausli  in  Delhi  and  Rohtak  (e.g:t  the  max  da  °f  Chak  Gurgaon  is  the 
same  soil  as  the  rausli  of  the  Delhi  Zerkohi  Chak)  ;  and  the  fact  that 
only  8  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of  the  Delhi  district 
and  12  per  cent,  of  that  of  Rohtak  have  been  classed  as  bhur, 
while  30  per  cent,  of  the  Gurgaon  soils  have  been  so  classed, 
tends  to  corroborate  the  impression  that  the  Gurgaon  bhur  is 
probably  not  inferior  on  the  whole  to  that  of  Delhi  and 
Rohtak.  Of  the  13  assessment  circles  into  which  the  Delhi  district 
was  divided,  in  two  the  rate  on  unirrigated  bhtir  was  Re.  I,  in  two  it 
was  14  annas,  in  seven  12  annas,  and  in  two  10  annas.  In  the 
Rohtak  district  (Settlement  Report,  page  124)  the  bhtir  in  Jhajjar 
tahsfl  includes  much  fair  soil,  while  in  the  northern  tahsils  only  the 
very  poorest  has  been  so  classified ;  it  therefore  bears  a  higher  rate 
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of  12  to  ii  annas  per  acre  in  Jhajjar,  and  a  lower  one  of  10  annas 
to  8  annas  6  pie  in  the  north.  In  Mathra  district  the  soil  classed 
in  the  Kosi  Chak  Bangar  as  "  Dry  outlying  Bhtir,  including  bad  loam 
and  raviny  soil,"  was  assessed  at  an  average  of  Re.  i-6  per  acre,  and 
even  the  small  area  classed  as  M  bad"  of  this  description  was  assessed 
at  10  annas  per  acre.  There  is  nothing  then  in  the  comparison  of  the 
Gurgaon  rates  on  unirrigated  bhtir  with  those  of  neighbouring  districts 
to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Gurgaon  rates  are  much  too  high. 

My  own  impression,  however,  from  the  large  area  of  bhtir  which 
has  been  out  of  cultivation  for  years,  from  the  poor  produce  of  the 
bhur  still  under  cultivation,  and  from  the  low  rates  of  rent  ordinarily 
paid  for  such  soil,  is  that,  as  compared  with  the  rates  on  the  other 
soils,  the  rate  on  unirrigated  bhur  is  in  most  circles  too  high,  and  that 
even  where  the  total  assessment  is  fair,  the  rates  should  be  re-ad- 
justed by  lowering  that  on  bhtir  and  raising  those  on  the  better  soils, 
(tiarmot  and  magdd).  It  is  true  that  the  difference  is  already  great ; 
the  rate  on  unirrigated  rarntot  being  generally  about  double  that  on 
bhur  :  but  besides  its  great  inferiority  when  cultivated,  bhur  so  often 
goes  out  of  cultivation  while  tiarmot  very  seldom  does,  that  a  still 
greater  difference  would  be  justified.  And  notwithstanding  the  evi- 
dence given  by  a  comparison  with  former  assessments,  and  with  the 
areas  and  rates  of  neighbouring  districts,  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  in  a  considerable  number  of  villages,  and  especially  in  those 
Chaks  in  which  the  proportion  of  unirrigated  bhtir  is  largest,  sufficient 
allowance  was  not  made  in  fixing  the  bhtir  rate  for  the  large  area 
apt  to  fall  out  of  cultivation  ;  and  that  this  error  resulted  in  some  cases 
in  an  assessment  above  the  average  half-net- assets. 

43.  The  area  assessed  by  Mr.  Channing  as  irrigable  from  wells 
.  was,  as  given  in  Statement  E,  1,06451  acres, 

from51  wdu     "**  or  1 1  Per  cent  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of 

the  district;  as  given  in  the  village  note- 
books, it  was  1,05,849  acres.  The  area  actually  irrigated  at  Settle- 
ment was  only  74,585  acres,  last  year  it  was  75,192,  and  this  year 
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The  years  of  the  Settlement  measurements  were  as  a  rule  years 
of  good  rainfall,  and  no  doubt  partly  for  that  reason,  partly  perhaps  in 
order  to  deceive  the  Settlement  Officer  as  to  the  resources  of  the  vil- 
lage, the  area  irrigated  in  those  years  was  less  than  the  average  which 
would  ordinarily  have  been  irrigated  with  the  means  then  at  the  dispos- 
al of  the  peasants  ;  and,  again,  there  is  no  doubt  that  had  not  the  loss 
of  cattle  been  so  great  in  1877-78,  the  areas  irrigated  in  the  last  two 
years  would  have  been  much  larger.    In  the  Palwal  tahs/1  too,  canal 
irrigation  has  largely  supplanted  irrigation  from  wells.    But  still  it 
is  evident  that   the   area   assessed  as  irrigable  from  wells  is  much 
above  the  area  actually  irrigated  on  an  average  of  years.    Mr.  Chan- 
ning  of  course  knew  that  it  was  (see  §  106),  and  he  constantly 
had  this  fact  before  him  in  framing  his  circle  assessment  rates  (see 
for  example  §§  238  and  239.)    A  different  rule  seems  to  have  been 
followed  in  the  Delhi  and  Rohtak  districts,  where,  I  understand,  only 
land  found  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement  was  entered 
as  Chihi,  and  assessed  at  irrigated  rates.    In  the  Mathra  district  on 
the  other  hand   the  rule  followed  was  the  same  as  in  Gurg*on,  as 
appears  from  the  following  quotation  (Mathra  Settlement  Report, 
p.  95).  "the  area  recorded  as  irrigated  from  wells  is  not  that  actually 
irrigated  in  any  single  year,  but  is  the  area  of  land  commanded  by 
wells,  and  which  is  irrigated  when  sown  to  a  crop  requiring  water 
to  bring  it  to  maturity.    This  is,  of  course,  the  only  method  of  proce- 
dure if  any  thing  like  exactness  and  completeness  is  required,  as  it  is 
a  matter  of  accident  which  fields  are  actually  irrigated  in  any  year. 
At  the  same  time  it  involves  considerable  enquiry."    In  fact,  while 
the  Settlement  Officers  of  Delhi  and  Uohtak  calculated  their  well 
assessments  as  assessments  on  the  area  found  by  them  to  be  actually 
irrigated,  the  Settlement  Officers  of  Gurgion  and  Mathra  calculated 
theirs  as  assessments  on  the  area  which  could  be  irrigated  in  one  year 
were  all  the  workable  wells  fully  used,  in  other  words  on  the  area 
protected  by  the  wells.    The  latter  principle  seems  to  me  the  fair- 
est.   No  doubt  if  it  were  possible  to  ascertain  the  average  area 
actually   irrigated   by  each  well  in  a  period  of  s:iy  ten  years,  this 
would  be  the  best  basis  for  assessment :   but  this  is  rarely  possible, 
and  the  area  irrigated  from  each  well  in  each  village  varies  so  much 
from  year  to  year  (as  a  glance  at  the  village  statements  will  show) 
that  it  must  be  very  unsatisfactory  to  take  as   a  basis  for  the  well- 
assessment  the  area  that  happens  to  be  irrigated  in  the  year  of 
Settlement  measurements,  which  must  be  exceptional  in  many  vil- 
lages and  for  many  holdings.    Take,  for  instance,  the  last  two  years  in 
Chaks  Punaliana  and  Hhuder  of  tahsfl  Fi'rozpur.    In  1881-82  the 
areas  irrigated  from  wells  in  those  two  chaks  were  1,856  and  2,563 
acres  respectively  and  in  the  following  year  1,788  and  2,088.    If  you 
assess  on  the  actual  irrigation  of  the  year,  it  makes  little  difference  in 
Chak  Punahana  which  year   you  take,  while  in   Chak  Bhuder  it 
would  make  a  great  difference.  Or  again,  suppose  you  have  two  villages 
exactly  similar  with  the  same  number  of  wells — in  the  year  of  measure- 
ments one  village  gets  favourable  rain  and  has  no  need  to  use  its 
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wells,  so  that  none  of  its  lands  are  recorded  as  irrigated  ;  the  other 
gets  only  a  scanty  rainfall  and  has  to  use  its  wells  to  the  full,  so  that 
the  full  area  irrigable  is  entered  as  irrigated.  If  you  assess  on  the 
basis  of  the  year's  measurements,  you  are  obviously  unfair  to  the 
latter  village.  The  only  fair  and  complete  system  seems  to  be  to 
record  and  assess  as  protected  by  irrigation  all  land  which  can  be 
irrigated  in  one  year  from  all  wells  in  a  fit  state  to  work,  as  was  done 
in  Gurgaon  and  Mathra  ;  but  in  that  case  it  is  obviously  necessary, 
as  in  the  similar  case  of  assessing  the  whole  cultivated  area  already 
discussed,  to  pitch  the  rates  for  well-irrigation  low  enough  to  allow  for 
the  non-use  of  the  wells  and  for  the  fact  that  every  year  for  various 
reasons  many  wells  are  not  worked  to  the  full  extent  possible,  and 
of  course  Chahi  rates  calculated  on  this  system  ought  to  be  much  lower 
than  those  calculated  on  the  area  actually  irrigated  in  one  year  or  on 
an  average  of  years.  Suppose,  for  instance,  the  half-net -assets  of  100 
acres  of  unirrigated  land  to  be  Re.  i-S  per  acre  and  of  the  same  land 
when  irrigated  to  be  Rs.  3-8  per  acre,  a  difference  of  Rs.  2  ;  and 
suppose  that  this  100  acres  is  capable  of  irrigation  from  ten  wells  in  one 
year  but  in  fact  on  the  average  only  80  acres  of  it  are  actually  irri- 
gated. I  would  then  record  all  the  100  acres  as  "protected  by 
irrigation,"  but  assess  on  it  not  Rs.  350  at  Rs.  3-8  per  acre,  but  100 
acres  x  1-8  =  Rs.  150  +  80  acres  x  2  =  Rs.  160,  total  Rs.  310, 
and  take  my  Chahi  rate  at  Rs.  3  per  acre.  Mr.  Channing  does  not 
seem  to  have  made  this  allowance.  To  judge  from  §  145,  so  far  as  his 
Chahi  rates  were  calculated  from  his  estimates  of  produce,  they  were 
rates  for  the  land  actually  irrigated,  as  he  seems  to  have  taken  one- 
sixth  of  the  produce  of  land  when  actually  irrigated  from  a  well  as 
the  basis  of  his  Chahi  rate.  It  would  of  course  lead  to  over-assessment 
to  apply  a  rate  so  calculated  to  more  than  the  average  area  irrigated. 
However,  in  framing  his  Chahi  rates  he  seems  to  have  been  led 
chiefly  by  a  comparison  with  the  rates  of  the  previous  Settlement,  and 
by  a  comparison  of  the  existing  assessment  with  that  resulting  from  the 
rates  assumed,  and  it  must  be  remembered  too  that  he  had  assumed 
low  estimates  of  average  outturn  and  of  average  price,  so  that  the 
resulting  one-sixth  produce  rate  was  perhaps  low  enough  to  charge 
over  the  larger  "  irrigable"  area. 

44.    The  Chahi  rates  vary  from  circle  to  circle  with  the  depth  to 
.    water,  the  nature  of  the  spring,  the  quality  of 

rabk'fr^weUs.  water  and  other  considerations,  including  to 

some  extent  that  of  the  frequency  or  otherwise 
with  which  the  wells  are  used,  although  perhaps  the  latter  point  was  not 
sufficiently  taken  into  account.  The  highest  rate  is  Rs.  3-8  in  Chaks 
Landoha  and  Mandfkhera  of  Firozpur,  where  owing  to  the  Landoha 
floods,  well  irrigation  is  exceptionally  easy,  and  the  sanctioned  rates 
on  the  two  circles  taken  together  left  their  total  jama  the  same  as 
before.  It  was  Rs.  3  in  Chak  Bhuder  of  Firozpur  where  many  of  the 
villages  have  a  portion  of  their  lands  in  the  Landoha  valley,  and  where 
the  sanctioned  rates  give  an  increase  of  only  12  percent.;  in  Chak 
Bahora  where  the  villages  near  the  Indori  and  in  its  bed  have  water 


Digitized  by  Google 


(   7i  ) 


very  near  the  surface  ;  in  Chak  Najafgarh  Jhfl  where  the  rates  on  the 
whole  give  a  decrease  of  assessment ;  in  Chak  Sahibi  of  Rewarf  where 
the  water  is  sweet  and  near,  and  the  increase  given  by  the  rates  is 
only  3  per  cent. ;  in  Chak  Kasaoti  where  the  rates  give  a  decrease  ; 
and  in  Chak  Shahjahanpur  where  they  leave  the  jama  the  same  as 
before.  It  is  Rs.  2-14  in  Chak  Gurgaon,  which  has  suffered  less  than 
most  parts  of  the  district,  and  where  the  rates  give  an  increase  of  only 
2  per  cent  It  is  Rs.  2-12  in  Chak  Bangar  of  Palwal,  where  the 
rents  show  conclusively  that  the  new  assessment  is  well  below  half- 
net  assets ;  in  Chak  Dahri  of  Palwal  where  the  rates  give  a  decrease ; 
in  Chak  Sailani  where  the  increase  by  the  rates  is  only  8  per  cent. ; 
in  Chak  Sohna  where  water  is  near  and  sweet ;  in  Chak  Fan  ukhnagar 
where  the  increase  by  rates  is  only  1  per  cent.  ;  and  in  Chak  adjoining 
Dahar  where  the  rates  give  a  decrease  of  assessment  In  the  other 
circles  the  rate  was  Rs.  2-10  in  two,  Rs.  2-8  in  nine,  Rs.  2-6  in  one, 
and  Rs.  2-4  in  three.  So  that  generally  speaking,  wherever  the  rate 
is  high,  it  is  more  or  less  justified  by  the  former  assessment,  by 
the  exceptional  advantages  of  the  circle,  by  the  prevalent  rents  or 
by  some  other  consideration. 

The  revenue-rates  on  land  irrigated  from  wells  sanctioned  at 
this  Settlement  compare  as  follows  with  those  employed  at  the 
previous  Settlement  (per  acre),  reduced  in  proportion  where  the 
assessment  was  afterwards  reduced. 


Pargana. 


Palwal 
Hodal 

Punahana 

Ffrozpur 

Nuh 

Hatin 

Sohna 
Jharsa 
Bahora 
Rewarf 


••• 
••• 


Rates  on  Chahi  of  last 
Settlement,  1838-42. 


Rate  per  acre. 


Rs.  As. 


{ 


2 

2 

3 
3 
2 

3 
4 
4 
4 


7 
14 

8 
0 
12 
8 
2 
o 

0  and  3 


{ 

{ 
} 


Rates  on  Chahi  of  this  Settle, 
ment,  1877. 


Assessment  Circle. 


Bangar  and  Dahri 

Palwal 
Khadar  and  Bhuder 

Palwal  »• 
Punahana  .. 
Landoha  and  Man- 

dikhera 
Dahar  Nuh 

Bangar  Nuh 

Sohna  ••• 

Gurgaon 

Bahora 

Rewari  circles 


Rate  per  acre. 


Rs.  Aj. 


2  12 


2 
2 

3 
2 


8 
8 

8 
8 


2  IO 

2  12 

2  14 

3  o 

3  o  to  2  4 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  everywhere  except  in  Punahana  and  in 
the  Firozpur  valley  (whose  assessment  has  been  left  the  same  as 
before  >  the  rate  on  land  irrigable  by  wells  used  in  this  Settlement  is 
much  below  the  rate  used  in  the  previous  Settlement 

In  the  adjoining  Kosi  tahsil  of  the  Mathra  district,  the  rates  on 
Chahi  land  {i.e.,  on  the  area  irrigable  in  one  year,  as  in  Gurgaon) 
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varied  from  Rs.  4-8  to  Re.  1-10  and  averaged  Rs.  2-10  per  acre, 
which  may  be  compared  with  the  Rs.  2-12  rate  of  the  similar  Bangar 
Chak  of  Palwal,  and  the  Rs.  2-8  rate  of  the  similar  and  adjoining  Puna- 
hana  Chak  of  Firozpur.  In  the  Delhi  district  the  rates  sanctioned  for 
Chahi  were  Rs.  4  in  one  circle  ;  Rs.  3-8  in  other  ;  and  Rs.  3-4  in  a  third  ; 
Rs.  3  in  four  circles;  Rs.  2-15  in  another;  Rs.  2-12  in  four  circles  ; 
Rs.  2-8  in  one  and  Rs.  2-4  in  one.  The  Gurgaon  rate  of  Rs.  2-12  in  the 
Palwal  Hangar  and  Dahri  may  be  compared  with  that  of  Rs.  3  in  the 
Ballabgarh  Bangar  and  Dahri  ;  the  Chak  Gurgaon  Rs.  2-14  with  the 
Rs.  2-12  of  the  Delhi  Zerkohi,  and  the  Rs.  3  of  the  Gurgaon  Chak 
Dahri  with  the  Rs.  3  of  the  Delhi  Chak  Dahri.  The  Gurgaon  rates 
then  are  much  the  same  as  those  of  the  neighbouring  circles  in  the  Delhi 
district,  but  as  already  stated  the  Delhi  rates  are  on  the  area  actually 
irrigated,  while  the  Gurga6n  rates  are  on  the  area  irrigable,  of  which 
only  81  per  cent,  have  been  actually  irrigated  on  the  average  in  tahsfl 
Gurga6n,  and  only  49  per  cent,  in  tahsil  Palwal,  so  that  really  the 
assessment  on  wells  in  Gurgaon  is  a  good  deal  higher  than  in  Delhi. 
Again,  in  the  Rohtak  district  (Settlement  Report,  §  101)  "  the  highest 
well-rate  per  acre  was  proposed  in  the  flood  circles,  where  nearly  all 
the  wells  are  sweet  and  the  depth  to  the  water  is  least ;  in  J haj jar 
where  the  floods  are  more  certain,  it  was  fixed  at  Rs.  3  per  acre,  and 
in  Sampla  at  Rs.  2-12  ;  the  last  rate  was  also  adopted  in  the  J  haj  jar 
central  well  circle,  and  the  canal  circle  in  Sampla  ;  the  two  bltur  circles 
of  Jhajjar  had  rates  of  Rs.  2-4  and  Rs.  2,  and  in  the  other  tahsfls  (where 
the  well  area  is  very  limited)  the  rate  varied  from  Rs.  2-8  to  Rs.  2. 
The  rate  of  Rs.  3  in  the  Jhajjar  Chak  Dahri  may  be  compared  with  the 
rates  of  Rs.  2-12  and  2-4  in  the  adjoining  Chaks  Farrukhnagar  and 
Sahibi  of  Gurgdon,  and  Rs.  3  in  Chak  Sahibi  of  Rewari  ;  and  the  rate 
of  Ks.  2-4  in  the  Chak  Bhiir  Chahat  Pukhta  of  Jhajjar  with  the  rates 
of  Rs.  2-4,  2-8  and  3  of  the  adjoining  Chaks  Palhawas,  Mundhi  and 
Kasaoti  of  Rewari.  But  here  too  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  Rohtak 
rate  is  on  the  actually  irrigated,  while  the  Gurgaon  rate  is  on  the  irrigable 
area  ;  in  tahsil  Rewari  however  89  per  cent  of  the  irrigable  area  is 
actually  irrigated  on  the  average,  and  in  the  Gurgaon  tahsil  81  per  cent., 
so  that  the  difference  is  not  so  great  as  it  is  on  the  Delhi  border. 


The  number  of  wells  at  Settlement  as  given  in  Statement  A  and 

the   village  note-books,  and  the  number  actually  used    this  year 

( 1 882- 1 883)  are  as  follows  : —   
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Take  first  the  kachcha  wells.  At  Settlement  2,376  kachcha  wells 
with  2,346  loos  were  returned  as  fit  for  use,  and  this  year  only  1,584 
such  wells  with  1,556  Idos  were  actually  used.  The  decrease  in  tahsil 
Palwal  from  742  to  242  is  due  to  the  introduction  of  canal  irrigation, 
which  caused  the  kachcha  wells  to  fall  in,  and  to  a  large  extent  sup- 
planted irrigation  from  them.  In  Firozpur  the  decrease  from  339  to 
104  is  due  partly  to  the  favourable  floods  this  year  and  partly  to  the 
loss  of  cattle.  In  Nuh  and  Gurgaon  the  number  of  kachcha  wells  is 
comparatively  unimportant,  except  in  Chak  Tioru  where  101  were  at 
work  this  year  against  1 30  fit  for  use  at  Settlement.  In  Rewari,  where 
kachcha  wells  are  most  numerous  and  most  important,  there  were 
actually  1,075  at  work  this  year  against  995  returned  as  fit  for  use  at 
Settlement  Again,  at  Settlement  1,117  fikka  wells  were  returned 
as  out  of  use,  and  7,186  pakka  wells  with  10,694  ^os  as  fit  for  use  ; 
this  year  only  5,358  pakka  wells  with  7,328  loos  were  actually  in  use. 
The  wells  out  of  use  are  chiefly  in  Palwal,  Nuh  and  Firozpur,  where  of 
3,602  pakka  wells  only  2,100  were  in  use  this  year  ;  while  in  Gurgaon 
and  Rewari  tahsils  of  3,584  pakka  wells,  3,258  were  actually  in  use 
this  year.  According  to  the  Settlement  estimate  the  average  number 
of  loos  useable  per  hundred  pakka  wells  was  149,  and  the  number 
actually  used  this  year  was  137.  The  average  area  irrigable  per  well 
and  per  /do  estimated  at  Settlement  was  exactly  the  same  as  that 
actually  irrigated  this  year,  namely  11  acres  per  well  or  8  acres 
per  lao. 

The  area  irrigated  per  well  in  the  tahsils  of  Mathra  west  of  the 
Jamna,  is  given  as  9  4  acres  ;  in  the  Dehli  district  (Settlement  Report, 
§  66)  the  average  area  irrigated  is  9  acres  per  well,  but  the  Settlement 
Officer  (§  62)  estimates  the  area  protected  by  a  /do  as  1 1  acres  ;  in  the 
Rohtak  district  (Settlement  Report,  §  75)  "the  irrigated  area  per  well 
throughout  the  district  is  10  acres,  and  in  the  Jhajjar  tahsil  12  :  about 
two  acres  more  of  irrigable  land  are  attached  to  each  well;  the  area 
irrigated  by  each  too  is  about  8  acres."  Thus  the  area  "  irrigable"  or 
"  protected"  per  well  and  per  lao  was  not  over-estimated  in  Gurgaon, 
and  if  allowance  be  made  for  the  1 ,828  pakka  wells  not  used  this 
year,  most  of  which  are  still  fit  for  use,  and  for  the  facility  with 
which  kachcha  wells  can  be  made  in  some  parts  of  the  district, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  area  returned  at  Settlement  as  "  irrigable" 
or  protected  by  wells  was  not  excessive.  But  the  above  com- 
parison with  the  figures  of  the  neighbouring  districts  seems  to 
show  that  the  Gurgaon  rates  would  have  been  fair  rates  to  charge 
on  the  area  actually  irrigated  on  the  average,  but  are  too  high  to  be 
charged  on  the  whole  irrigable  area  ;  they  should  have  been  reduced 
to  allow  for  the  large  area  which,  though  protected  by  wells,  is  not 
ordinarily  irrigated.  The  table  given  in  §  14  of  the  Settlement 
Report  will  show  in  which  assessment  circles  the  question  is  most 
important.  The  amount  of  land-revenue  due  to  well  irrigation  there 
given  has  been  calculated  by  taking  the  difference  of  the  Chahi  and 
Barani  rates  on  the  irrigable  area,  and  may  be  taken  to  be  the  amount 
by  which  the  assessment  would  have  been  reduced  had  the  wells  not 
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been  there.  The  percentage  of  the  total  assessment  due  to  well  irri- 
gation is  largest  in  Rewari  and  in  some  of  the  Gurgaon  circles ;  by 
tahsils  it  is  as  follows  : — 


Tahsil. 

Amount  due  to  well 
irrigation 

Palwal 
Firoipur 
Niili 
Curgdon 

2.85.482 

2.38.563 
2,59.809 

2,17.432 
2,76,827 

30.562 
I9.603 
16,632 

36.074 
62,044 

II 
8 
6 

»7 

23 

Total 

12,78,113 

l,64.9»5 

»3 

The  question  is  thus  most  important  in  the  Rewari  tahsil  where 
22  per  cent,  of  the  assessment  is  directly  due  to  the  wells ;  and  as 
already  seen,  in  that  tahsil  89  per  cent,  of  the  area  assessed  as  irri- 
gable has  been  actually  irrigated  on  the  average,  and  the  increase  of 
assessment  was  only  2  per  cent,  on  the  whole.  It  is  next  important 
in  tahsil  Gurgaon  where  81  per  cent,  of  the  area  assessed  has  been 
actually  irrigated,  and  there  the  increase  of  jama  was  only  1 1  per 
cent,  on  the  whole.  In  Palwal  the  canal  has  supplanted  the  wells  to 
a  great  extent,  and  in  Nuh  and  Firozpur  where  only  48  and  46  per 
cent,  of  the  area  assessed  as  irrigable  has  actually  been  irrigated  on 
the  average,  the  point  is  comparatively  of  little  importance,  for  only 
6  and  8  per  cent,  respectively  of  the  assessment  of  those  tahsils  is 
charged  on  the  wells.  The  fact  is  that  the  soils  of  the  Gurgaon 
and  Rewari  tahsils  are,  as  a  rule,  too  sandy  to  produce  a  rabi  crop 
without  irrigation,  and  the  wells  are  therefore  regularly  worked,  while 
in  the  other  three  tahsils  the  soils  are  generally  stronger  and  in  sea- 
sons of  good  rainfall  produce  fair  rabi  crops  without  irrigation,  so 
that  many  of  the  wells  are  used  only  in  droughts,  and  are  more  a 
protection  against  drought  than  a  means  of  ordinary  production. 
That  they  add  greatly  to  the  certainty  of  the  crop,  and  therefore  to 
the  assessable  value  of  the  land,  is  shown  by  the  readiness  the  people 
show,  even  in  those  parts  of  the  district,  to  sink  large  sums  in  making 
new  wells,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  lands  so  protected  can  fair- 
ly pay  a  higher  assessment  than  unprotected  lands  ;  but  possibly  the 
difference  between  the  Chahi  and  Barani  rates  is  too  great,  at  all 
events  in  those  tracts  where  the  wells  are  ordinarily  not  used  to  the 
full  except  in  drought,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  in  those 
parts,  even  where  the  assessment  as  a  whole  is  fair,  the  difference 
between  the  rates  should  be  lessened  by  lowering  the  Chahi  rate,  and 
raising  that  on  ordinary  good  Barani  soils. 

45,  In  the  present  Settlement  79,071  acres,  or  8  per  cent  of  the 
total  cultivated  area  was  recorded  as  irrigated  by 

flooded  are*  naturally  natural  floods,  and  as  enjoying  exceptional  ad- 
vantages of  moisture  was  generally  assessed  at  a 

higher  rate  than  ordinary  unirrigated  soil  of  the  same  description. 


Digitized  by  Google 


(   75  ) 


The  land  so  recorded  is  situated  on  the  lower  course  of  the  rainy- 
season  torrents,  such  as  the  Sahibi,  Indori,  Badshahpur  and  Landoha 
streams,  and  in  the  lowlying  basins  such  as  the  Najafgarh  Jhfl  north 
of  Gurgaon  and  the  country  about  Nuh  lying  along  the  foot  of  the 
western  range  of  hills  which  separates  that  part  of  the  district  from 
Alwar  territory.    As  these  torrents  and  depressions  are  wholly  de- 
pendent on  the  variable  local  rainfall  for  their  floods,  the  area  flooded 
varies  greatly  each  year,  and  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  make  an 
estimate  of  the  average  area  flooded  in  a  series  of  years  ;  indeed,  it  is 
by  no  means  easy  to  say  with  confidence  what  should  be  considered 
the  limit  of  the  flooded  area  in  any  particular  year.    Mr.  Channing 
himself  inspected  the  dahri  lands  of  almost  every  village  and  satis- 
fied himself  that  the  area  so  recorded  was  approximately  correct 
He  may  have  been  misled  by  the  excessive  floods  of  the  years  of  his 
inspection,  especially  those  of  1873  and   1875,  into  over-estimating 
the  dahn  area,  and  it  is  certainly  the  case  that  the  land  then  record- 
ed  as  dahri  has  not  been  flooded  on  an  average  of  the  years  since  ; 
but  on  the  other  hand,  the  recent  years  have  certainly  been  unusually 
dry,  and  it  is  possible  that  taking  wet  and  dry  years  together,  the 
average  area  flooded  is  really  quite  up  to  the  estimate  made.  The 
difference  made  in  the  revenue  rate  to  allow  for  the  exceptional  ad- 
vantages possessed  by  flooded  lands  was  generally  from  8  annas  to 
Re.  1  per  acre.    A  considerable  area  of  land  recorded  as  dahri  in  some 
circles  was  assessed  at  unirrigated  rates  to  allow  for  the  imposition 
of  an  irrigated  rate  by  the  Canal  Department  in  years  when  the 
land  was  actually  flooded  (See  §§  168,  216)  and  a  large  area  recorded 
as  dahn  in  the  basins  of  the  Kotla  and  Najafgarh  jhils   has  been 
placed  under  fluctuating  assessment    The  following  statement  will 
show  what  proportion  of  the  fixed  assessment  of  each  circle  is  due 
to  the  estimate  of  flood-irrigation,  the  difference  being  calculated 
on  the  difference  between  the  sanctioned  rates  for  dahri  and  for 
unirrigated  soils. 


TiKtlU 

Assessment  Circle. 

> 

Area  recorded  as 
4mkri  (ac>ea) 
(Statement  E  ) 

Area  under  fixed 
Assessment  as*e*- 
*ed  ai  dnk'i  rale* 
(acres.) 

Amount  of  Jama 

due  to  as*es»meut 

at  dnhri  rates 
instead  o(M,dm. 

Percentage 
of  the 

total  asscs*> 
mrnt  of  t  ho 
Ckle. 

Rs. 

Palwal  ' 

Bangar 

57 

57 

♦» 

Bhuder 

4 

4 

»» 

Dahri 

1,683 

1,683 

1,683 

IO 

Ffrozpur 

Punahana 

568 

»» 

Chiknot 

8,163 

7,028 

4,393 

17 

n 

Mandflthera 

3,546 

3,546 

1,33© 

5 

Digitized  by  Google 


(   76  ) 


Assessment  Circle* 

Area  recorded  as 

nan  rj  i  atres ) 

(Statement  E.) 

Area  under  fixed 
As*e»»ment  a> tes- 
ted at  dmkri  rata* 
(acres) 

Amount  of  Jama 
dne  to  assessment 

at  dmJk'i  rates 
instead  of  bdrdni. 

Percentage 

of  the 

men t  of  the 

Circle. 

Rs. 

Firozpur 

Landoha 

8. 1 47 

8,147 

7.129 

14 

» 

Bhuder 

2,387 

2,387 

2,387 

5 

ti 

Transferred 

669 

509 

382 

5 

N6h 

B.ingar 

65 

65 

•» 

Taoru 

886 

886 

886 

2 

»• 

Dahar 

30,261 

21,000 

I5,75o 

X4 

Gurgaon 

Bahora 

4,548 

4,548 

4,548 

20 

H 

Hill 

644 

549 

477 

4 

r» 

Dahar 

4,483 

4,240 

4,770 

28 

»» 

Sohni 

1,096 

74i 

555 

3 

i» 

Sfhf 

25 

25 

M 

Sailinf 

3,6o7 

3,607 

3,607 

16 

>» 

Sahibi 

2,876 

2,876 

i,438 

8 

»» 

Farrukhnagar 

1.098 

1,094 

549 

2 

It 

Gurgion 

988 

747 

56o 

2 

It 

Adjoin iug  Dahar 

844 

¥  ¥ 

844 

844 

8 

Rewiri 

Sahibi 

1,247 

1,199 

600 

1 

»» 

Transferred 

1,179 

1,179 

884 

7 

Total 

•••••• 

79,071 

66,965 

52,772 

4 

Thus  only  66,965  acres  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area 
under  fixed  assessment  has  been  actually  assessed  at  dahri  rates,  the 
increase  of  assessment  on  this  account  being  Rs.  52,772,  or  4  per  cent, 
of  the  total  assessment  of  the  district ;  so  that  even  if  all  the  dahri 
were  assessed  at  unirrigated  rates,  the  total  assessment  would  be  re- 
duced only  by  4  per  cent,  and  even  although  the  area  naturally  flood- 
ed on  the  average  has  been  much  over-estimated,  still  the  error  does 
not  appreciably  affect  the  assessment  of  the  district  as  a  whole.  The 
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question  is  most  important  in  those  circles  in  which  the  percentage 
of  the  total  assessment  of  the  circle  due  to  the  estimate  of  dahri  is 
largest  Of  the  seven  circles  in  which  this  percentage  is  10  per 
cent  or  more,  in  Chaks  Dahri  of  Palwal  and  Dahar  of  Gurgaon  the 
assessment  was  reduced.  The  rate  of  Rs.  2-8  per  acre  sanctioned 
for  the  dahri  in  the  latter  circle  is  as  high  as  in  any  other  circle ;  the 
rate  of  Rs.  2-8  was  sanctioned  also  for  Chak  Landoha  of  Firozpur, 
which  enjoys  special  advantages  of  irrigation.  The  rate  of  Rs.  2-4 
was  sanctioned  for  the  Chaks  Dahri  of  Palwal  and  adjoining  Dahar 
of  Gurgaon,  in  both  of  which  the  assessment  was  reduced,  also  in 
Chak  Sailani,  which  is  similar  to  the  Palwal  Chak  Dahri,  and  in  Chak 
Bhuder  of  Firozpur  the  flooded  lands  of  which  are  in  the  Landoha 
valley.  It  was  Rs.  2  in  Chak  Dahar  of  Nuh,  Rs.  1-14  in  Chak 
Bahora,  and  only  Rs.  1-10  in  Chak  Sahibi.  As  regards  the  villages 
of  the  Nuh  Dahar  and  of  Chak  Sailani,  the  assessment  of  the  dahri 
lands  is  lightened  by  the  10  per  cent,  rule  entitling  submerged  lands 
to  remission  (§  220). 


The  rates  sanctioned  for  dahri  lands  at  this  Settlement  compare 
as  follows  with  those  used  at  the  previous  Settlement,  reduced  propor- 
tionately where  the  assessment  was  reduced  : — 


Pabgana. 

Rate  per  acre  on 
dahri  at  previous 
Settlement. 

Rate  per  acre  ob 

dahri  at  this 
Settlement,  1877, 

Rs.  As. 

Ffrozpur  ... 

,.  j 

Landoha  ... 
Mandfkheri 
Bhuder  Ffroipur 

•*• 
••• 
••• 

2  8 
2  0 
2  4 

Nuh  ... 

2  O 

Nuh  Dahar 

... 

2  O 

Sohna 

2    2  | 

Sohna  ••• 
Sailani  ... 

... 

1  IO 

2  4 

J  bars  a 

2    8  | 

Gurgion 
Adjoiniug  Dahar 
Najafgarh  Jhfl 

••• 
... 
••« 

1  12 

2  4 
2  8 

BahorA 

Bahora  ... 
Sahibi 

... 

»M 

I  14 
I  IO 

The  dahri  rates  of  this  Settlement  are  thus  on  the  whole  decid- 
edly lower  than  those  of  the  last  Settlement,  though  in  some  circles 
they  are  much  the  same. 


Digitized  by  Google 


(  7«  ) 


In  the  circles  in  which  the  question  is  most  important,  the  areas 
recorded  as  naturally  flooded  compare  as  follows  with  those  of  the 
previous  Settlement  : — 


TtHSXL. 

Auestment  Circle. 

Area  of  thi»  Settlement,  1877. 

Area  recorded 

at  previous 

Recorded 

A > '-f-s -  '_->!  as 

Settlement,  1859-49. 

.......  -  .  1 ..  a^A-A 

naturally  flooded. 

Dahri 

1,683 

1,683 

2,305 

Ffrorpur 

Chiknnt 

••• 

8,163 

7.028 

4,581 

M 

Mandfkhera 

••• 

3  546 

3.546 

6,078 

M 

Landoha 

••  • 

8,147 

8.147 

8.415 

•( 

Hhuder 

••• 

2,387 

2,387 

4350 

Ndh 

Dahar 

••• 

30,261 

2I,000 

13,098 

Gurgaon 

Bahori 

••• 

4,548 

4,548 

2,8lO 

»» 

Dahar 

•  •• 

4,483 

4,240 

4,009 

H 

Sailani 

•  •• 

3607 

3607 

3,461 

Total 

66,825 

56,186 

49,»o7 

So  that  the  only  circles  in  which  a  much  larger  area  has  been 
recorded  as  naturally  irrigated  now  than  at  the  previous  Settlement 
are  Chaks  Chiknot  of  Firozpur,  Dahar  of  Nuh,  and  Bahora  of  Gur- 
gaon,  and  as  cultivation  has  increased  in  those  circles  by  35,  42,  and 
36  per  cent,  respectively,  it  is  probable  that  part  of  the  increase  in  the 
irrigated  area  is  due  to  the  spread  of  cultivation.  In  other  circles, 
again,  such  as  Dahri  of  Palwal  and  Mandikhera  and  Bhudcrof  Firoz- 
pur, the  area  assessed  at  this  Settlement  as  flooded  is  much  less  than 
that  so  assessed  at  last  Settlement. 

In  the  Dehli  district,  the  rates  on  dahri  were  Rs.  2-8  in  three 
circles ;  Rs.  2-4  in  one,  Rs.  2-2  in  one ;  Rs.  2  in  four  and 
Rs.  1-14  in  one.  In  the  Rohtak  district  the  rate  for  flooded 
lands  in  Jhajjar  was  fixed  at  Rs.  2-4  and  in  Sampla  at  Rs.  2. 
So  that  as  compared  with  the  rates  in  those  two  districts  the 
Gurgaon  rates  do  not  appear  too  high.  Nor  do  I  think  that  they 
are  too  high  for  the  qualities  of  the  soil  when  it  is  really  benefited 
by  floods  or  exceptional  moisture.  The  only  doubt  is  whether  the 
area  ordinarily  flooded  has  not  been  over-estimated.  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  a  considerable  over-estimate  has  been  made  in  the 
south  of  the  Ntih  Chak  Dahar  and  in  the  north  of  tahsfl  Firozpur, 
especially  in  the  villages  within  the  Chandaini  Cut  and  the  Kotla 
hand.  Mr.  Channing  also  thought  so,  for  he  assessed  those  villages 
much  below  his  circle-rates.  Possibly  the  area  ordinarily  flooded  has 
been  over-estimated  in  some  other  tracts  also,  but  not  so  as  to  cause 
serious  over-assessment 
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46.    Fault  has  been  found  with  the  system  adopted  by  Mr. 

Classification  of  soil,.     Channing  of  distinguishing  between  four  classes 

of  soil — (I)  Chiknot  or  clay  ;  (2)  Narmot  or  clay 
loam  ;  (3)  Magda  or  sandy  loam  ;  (4)  Bhur  or  sand, — and  fears  have 
been  expressed  that  really  inferior  sandy  soil  may  have  been  returned 
as  magda  and  assessed  at  too  high  a  rate.  These  classes  were  those 
adopted  at  the  previous  Settlement,  and  were  well-known  to  the 
people,  and  I  cannot  but  think  they  are  well  suited  to  the  soils  of 
the  district  There  is  a  broad  distinction  between  the  hard  rich  clay 
(chiknot)  of  the  low  lands  of  Nuh  and  Firozpur,  and  the  lighter  but 
fertile  loam  (narmot)  which  is  the  characteristic  soil  of  the  great 
Bangar  tract  of  Palwal,  Hatfn  and  Punahana ;  and  between  the  latter 
and  the  lighter  but  still  productive  loam  (magda)  of  the  tract  about 
Gurgaon  ;  and  again  between  this  and  the  inferior  sandy  soil  (bhur) 
along  the  foot  of  the  hills  and  on  the  undulating  hillocks  of  the 
Rewan  tahsfl  and  about  Farrukhnagar.  That  the  magda  of  Gurgaon 
cannot  contain  much  soil  that  would  elsewhere  be  classed  as  bhur  is 
pretty  evident  from  the  following  comparison. 

Pet centage  of  soils  of  each  class  on  total  cultivation. 


Gurgaon  District. 

Delhi  District. 

Rohtak  District. 

Soil. 

Percentage. 

Soil 

Percentage. 

Soil. 

Percentage. 

Chiknot  ... 

7 

Dakar  ... 

13 

Dakar  ... 

2 

Narmot 

30 

Rausli 

79 

Matyar  ... 

7 

Magda 

33 

Rausli  (in- 

79 

cluding  ma- 

nured.) 

Bhur  ... 

30 

Bhur 

8 

Bhur  ... 

12 

Total  ... 

100 

...... 

100 

...... 

100 

In  Gurgaon  30  per  cent  of  the  cultivation  is  classed  at 
bhur  as  compared  with  8  per  cent,  in  Dehli  und  12  per  cent, 
in  Rohtak,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  79  per  cent,  classed  as  rausli 
in  Dehli  and  the  86  per  cent,  classed  as  matydr  or  rausli  in  Rohtak 
contnin  the  loam  soils  corresponding  to  the  63  per  cent,  classed  in 
Gurgaon  as  narmot  and  magda.  From  what  I  know  of  the  districts 
I  believe  this  to  be  the  case,  and  that  the  magdu,  which  predominates 
in  the  Gurgaon  and  Rcwari  tahsils,  corresponds  with  the  light  rausli 
of  the  Dehli  and  J liajjar  tahsils.  Mr.  Channing  paid  special  atten- 
tion  to  the  classification  of  the  soils,  and  I  have  in  my  rapid  village 
ins  pections  noted  how  the  soils  were  classed.  My  general  impres- 
sio  n  is  that  they  were  as  a  rule  rightly  classed,  and  that  the  broad 
dis  tinctions  between  the  classes  of  soil  have  been  rightly  noted  in 
the  Settlement  record,  and  so  far  as  I  can  judge  taken  account  of  by 
Mr.  Channing  in  assessing.    There  are  of  course  intermediate  quali- 
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ties  of  soil  which  one  officer  would  put  in  the  higher  class  and 
another  in  the  lower,  but  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  marked 
tendency  to  classify  the  soils  either  too  high  or  too  low. 


47.    Mr.  Chnnning  did  not  nssess  quite  up  to  his  rates,  as  will 
Application  of  the  soil    be  seen  from  the  following  statement  :— 

rates  to  individual  villages. 


Tahsil. 

Former  assess- 
ment. 

revenue  rates.7 

Actual  total 
assessment 
of  i88a-*3. 

Per  cent  above 
or  below  revenue 
rate. 

Palwal 

Firozpur 
Nuh 
Gurgaon 
Rewari 

Rs. 
2,14,668 

2,08,759 
2,1 1,360 

i»96.5>5 
2,72,038 

Rs. 

*.93.774 
2,45,121 

2.63,925 

*.'3.*55 
*.7S.°99 

Rs. 

2,85,482 

M8.563 
2,59,809 

2.17.43* 
2,76,827 

R.. 
—3 

-*! 

+  * 

Total 

li.o3.339 

»*,9'.'74 

12,78,113 

—  I 

He  assessed  on  the  whole  about  one  per  cent  below  his  revenue 
rates,  being  above  them  slightly  in  tahsfls  Gurgaon  and  Rewari  in 
which  the  increase  was  smallest,  and  below  them  in  the  other  three 
tahsils  in  which  the  increase  was  greatest.  Doubts  have  been  ex- 
pressed as  to  whether  he  allowed  sufficiently  for  great  increases  of 
assessment  and  did  not  follow  his  rates  too  closely,  but  a  comparison 
of  the  rates  of  circles  in  which  an  increase  was  taken  with  those  in  which 
a  reduction  was  granted  will  show  that  the  former  were  kept  much 
lower  than  the  latter,  so  as  to  allow  for  the  increase  in  the  assessment 
of  the  circle  as  a  whole ;  and  not  only  that,  but  in  individual  villages, 
and  generally  for  each  assessment  circle,  his  tendency  was  to  assess 
above  rates  if  they  gave  a  reduction  and  below  them  if  they  gave  a 
great  increase.  The  fact  that  he  did  so  is  obscured  by  his  mode  of 
stating  how  he  arrived  at  his  assessment.  In  each  village  note-book 
he  states  the  rates  on  the  different  kinds  of  soil  which  he  thinks 
appropriate  to  the  village,  calculates  out  the  jama  at  these  rates  on 
the  areas  returned,  and  announces  the  exact  result  as  the  jama 
of  the  village.  A  comparison  of  these  rates  as  explained  by  his 
remarks  with  the  rates  for  the  circle  and  with  the  soils  shows  that 
in  raising  or  lowering  his  circle-rates  to  apply  them  to  the  village 
he  took  into  account  not  only  the  relative  qualities  of  the  soils,  but 
the  other  circumstances  of  the  village,  and  kept  in  view  the  result 
of  his  rates  as  compared  with  the  former  assessment  of  the  village. 
His  system,  however,  is  apt  to  give  one  the  impression  that  his  assess- 
ments were  the  result  of  an  inelastic  arithmetical  calculation,  and 
possibly  it  did  hamper  him  in  taking  a  broad  view  of  the  capabilities 
of  the  village  ;  though  certainly  to  no  great  extent    It  would  have 
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been  better  if  after  calculating  out  his  jama  at  the  rates  which  seem- 
ed appropriate  to  the  soils  he  had  raised  or  lowered  it  on  general 
considerations,  and  then  announced  it  as  a  lump  sum. 


The  produce  estimate. 


48.    Mr.  Channing's  produce-estimate  com- 


Tahsil. 

Average  value  of  one-sixth 
gross  produce. 

Actual  total  assessment 
of  1882-83. 

Palwal 
Firozpur 
Nuh 
Gurgaon 

Rewarf  ... 
Total  Rs. 

Rs. 
3,22,969 
2,52,694 
3,58,007 
2,44,393 
2,64,670 

Rs. 
2,85,482 

2,38,563 
2,50,809 
2,17,432 

2  76  827 

14,42,733 

12,78,113 

The  transfer  of  some  villages  from  tahs/ls  Gurgaon  and  Nuh 
to  Rewarf,  and  from  tahsfl  Nuh  to  Firozpur  vitiates  the  comparison 
as  regards  individual  tahsfls,  but  the  actual  assessment  of  the  whole 
district  is  less  than  the  estimated  average  value  of  one-sixth  the 
gross  produce  by  Rs.  1,64,620  or  1 1  per  cent.  ;  in  other  words,  instead 
of  being  equal  to  one-sixth  of  the  gross  produce,  it  is  little  more 
than  one-seventh  of  its  estimated  average  value. 

49.    In  making  his  produce  estimate  Mr.  Channing  assumed 
one-sixth  as  the  fraction  of  the  average  gross 
BJSsVoduC«°n  produce  which  represented  the  half  net  produce— 

an  assumption  which  would  be  correct  only  if  the 
landlord  taking  rent  in  kind  ordinarily  took  one-third  of  the  gross 
produee  from  his  tenant  as  rent.  Before  settlement  the  ordinary 
rent  in  kind  was  one-third  of  the  gross  produce  (See  §  89).  Accor- 
ding to  the  Patwarfs  I  find  that  in  1881-82  the  following  rates  were 
taken  in  different  villages  : —  


Tahsil. 


Total  num- 
ber of  villa- 
ges. 


Number  of  villa- 
ges in  which 
rent  is  taken  in 
kind. 


Number  of  villages  in 
which  the  rate  - 


Palwal 

«95 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

■  •  < 

Firozpur  ... 

244 

28 

28 

• 

3 

•  a  • 

Nuh 

289 

2 

1 

2 

Gurgaon 

227 

18 

3 

2 

16 

Rewarf 

309 

28 

2 

1 

25 

3 

Total  ... 

1,264 

77 

34 

3 

47 

3 

•  7 
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Rents  in  kind  appear  to  be  almost  unknown  in  the  Nuh  and 
Palwal  tahsils.  In  the  low-lying  moist  wheat  lands  about  Mandf- 
khera  they  are  common  and  almost  universally  one-half  of  the  gross 
produce.  In  the  west  of  Gurgaon  tahsfl  and  in  the  Rewarf  tahsil 
they  are  common  on  the  poorer  soils  on  which  one-third  of  the  gross 
produce  is  taken.  Rates  lower  than  one-third  are  almost  unknown, 
and  although  sometimes  (but  in  this  district  rarely)  a  deduction  is 
made  for  the  village  menials  before  division,  it  is  made  up  to  the 
owner  by  an  extra  allowance  which  he  generally  takes  under  the 
name  of  expenses  {kharch) ;  probably  a  survival  of  the  time  when  the 
one-third  or  one-half  share  went  to  Government  (it  is  still  known  as 
the  hdkimi  /tissa),  and  this  small  allowance  was  all  the  proprietor  of 
the  land  got  as  his  share.  He  generally  takes  a  share  of  the  fodder 
also,  or  a  cash  fee  in  lieu  of  it  (takind).  So  far  then  as  the  evidence 
of  the  rents  in  kind  goes,  it  may  be  said  that  the  net  produce  is  at 
least  one-third  of  the  gross  produce  on  the  poorer  lands,  and  one-half 
on  the  naturally  flooded  and  moist  soils.  The  evidence  is  not  strong, 
and  grain  rents  seem  gradually  giving  place  to  cash  rents  even  in 
Rewarf,  but  it  seems  safe  to  assume  that  one-sixth  of  the  gross 
produce  of  the  district  is  not  above  the  half  net  produce. 

5a  (See  §  77.)  I  have  been  unable  to  make  any  experiments 
to  check  Mr.  Channing's  estimates  of  average 
amage  outturn,  and  the  only  way  in  which  it  is  at 
present  possible  to  check  them  is  by  comparing 
them  with  the  estimates  of  average  outturn  made  in  the  neighbouring 
districts.  The  averages  for  Dehli  I  take  from  the  unpublished  Settle- 
ment Report,  §  40  ;  it  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Maconachie  thought 
his  estimates  there  given  to  be  at  all  events  not  above  the  truth, 
and  a  comparison  with  the  estimates  given  in  §  43  and  App.  II.  of 
his  report  seems  to  show  that  in  calculating  the  produce  estimate, 
higher  averages  of  outturn  were  assumed.  The  averages  for  the  Rohtak 
district  I  take  from  the  Settlement  Report,  §  81 ;  those  for  Karnal  from 
the  Commissioner's  review  of  the  Panipat  Assessment  Report  §  22 
and  those  for  the  Meerut  and  Agra  Divisions  of  the  North- Western 
Provinces  from  "Field  and  Garden  Crops"  published  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  of  those  Provinces.  The  different 
estimates  are  compared  in  the  following  statement:  — 


The 
outturn. 


Crop. 

Gurgaon. 

Delhi. 

Rohtak. 

Kamal. 

Meerut 

Division. 

Agra 
Division. 

Wheat — ch&hi  ... 

13 

11 

«4# 

14 

15 

»5 

Wheat— dahri  ... 

IO 

•  •  1 

••• 

•«. 

1  •  * 

>«> 

Wheat—  bdrdni  ... 

7 

6 

9 

VA 

10 

7 

Barley— ch&hi  ... 

15 

12 

14 

••• 

16 

16 

Barley—  dahri  ... 

M# 

••• 

••• 

•• 

••• 

... 

Barley— bdrdni  ... 

7 

6 

8 

... 

II 

8 

Gram               , . . 

7K 

9 

12 

11 

6 

5 

Bajra 

4* 

S* 

... 

i* 

7 

Tawar 

7X 

6 

7 

3# 

8 

Moth 

4 

5 

6 

••« 

8 

8 

Cotton,  unchaned 

uninitiated  ... 

5 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 
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There  is  nothing  in  these  figures  to  cast  doubt  on  Mr.  Channing's 
estimates.  The  estimated  averages  of  jawar  and  cotton  may  seem 
rather  high,  but  jawar  is  largely  grown  on  the  excellent  loam  of  the 
great  Bangar  tract,  and  the  cotton  of  the  moist  soil  of  the  Firozpur 
valley  and  the  neighbouring  uplands  is  celebrated  as  a  productive  crop. 

51.    Although  the  estimated  average  outturn  of  the  different 
crops  does  not  seem  too  high  as  compared  with 
Dbtrict  producc  of  lhe    those  of  the  neighbouring  districts,  there  seems 

reason  to  doubt  whether,  as  applied  to  the  areas 
returned  at  settlement,  these  estimates  do  not  give  too  high  an  aver- 
age total  produce. 

This  is  not  the  case  with  the  estimated  outturn  on  the  land  irri- 
gated from  wells,  for  although  in  assessing  Mr.  Channing  applied  his 
chdhi  rate  to  the  whole  area  irrigable,  a  comparison  of  the  figures  in 
Forms  A  and  D  accompanying  his  Assessment  Reports  shows  that 
in  calculating  the  gross  produce  he  applied  the  high  chdki  outturn 
only  to  the  lands  actually  found  irrigated  at  the  Settlement  measure- 
ments. It  is  possible  that  in  estimating  the  outturn  of  lands  naturally 
irrigated,  the  area  to  which  he  applied  his  average  outturn  was  over- 
estimated somewhat.  But  the  chief  over-estimate  seems  to  have  been 
in  calculating  the  outturn  on  the  whole  area  returned  at  Settlement 
as  under  cultivation  without  allowing  for  the  large  area  left  out  of 
cultivation  on  an  average  of  years.  Form  D  shows  that  the  average 
outturn  per  acre  was  applied  to  1,022,792  acres,  of  which  some  30,000 
acres  were  cropped  in  both  harvests,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  987,000 
acres  returned  as  cultivated  were  estimated  as  bearing  crops.  It  is 
possible  that  the  estimate  of  average  outturn  per  acre  was  kept  low 
enough  to  allow  for  some  of  the  land  falling  out  of  cultivation,  and  as 
it  is  only  the  inferior  soils  that  are  allowed  to  lie  uncultivated  to  any 
great  extent,  the  consideration  would  affect  only  the  outturn  of  the 
poorest  soils.  The  following  statement  compares  (in  maunds  per  acre) 
the  estimated  average  outturn  of  the  poorest  soils  in  Gurgaon  and 
the  neighbouring  districts,  omitting  those  estimates  which  apply 
only  to  a  very  small  area  : —  


1  — —  

• 

• 

Crop. 

Gurgaon. 

Delhi. 

Rohtalc 

Karnal. 

Tahsfls 
Delhi  and 
Ballabgarh. 

Tahsfl 
Jbajjar. 

Tahsfl 
Panfpat. 

Wheat— chdhi 

■ 

... 

10 

10 

12 

Wheat — dahri 

... 

z*A 

7 

... 

Wheat— Mtdut 

•  a. 

4 

5 

•  •  • 

7 

Barley— chdhi 

••• 

13 

10 

»3 

■•• 

Barley — dah'  i 

•  •• 

10 

9 

•  •• 

... 

Barley— Mr  dni 

•  •  . 

7 

6 

••• 

• .« 

Oram  ... 

... 

6 

8 

S 

9# 

Wjra 

•  •  • 

5 

4 

s 

Jawar 

5 

4 

5 

Moth 

•  •  • 

1% 

4 

5 

■  •  • 

Mung 

.«• 

3 

3 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

Cotton,  uncleaned  unirri- 

Rated 

•  •• 

4 

3 

■  •  • 

4 
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The  crops  most  generally  grown  on  the  poorest  soils  are  bdjra 
and  moth,  and  it  seems  that  with  reference  to  those  crops,  and  indeed 
generally,  Mr.  Channing's  lowest  estimates  of  outturn  are  not 
appreciably  higher  than  those  of  the  neighbouring  tahsils  of  other 
districts.  My  own  impression  however  is  that,  if  due  allowance  be 
made  for  the  fact  that  on  an  average  of  years  5  per  cent  of  the  total 
cultivated  area  of  the  district,  and  that  generally  the  poorest  soil, 
remains  out  of  cultivation,  the  estimates  of  outturn  of  unirrigated 
barley,  bdjrd,  moth  and  vtung  is  too  high  ;  especially  as,  even  in  an 
ordinary  year,  mueh  of  the  land  actually  sown  with  those  crops  pro- 
duces almost  no  grain  at  all.  If  a  rough  deduction  be  made  from  the 
produce  estimate  to  allow  for  this,  we  might  take  off  80,000  acres  of 
bdjra  at  5  maunds  per  acre  =  400,000  maunds  of  bdjrd  ;  and  similarly, 
to  allow  for  the  possible  over-estimate  of  the  naturally  flooded  area, 
we  might  deduct  10,000  acres  of  wheat  at  9  maunds  per  acre=90,ooo 
maunds  of  wheat. 


52.  (§  92.)  As  it  will  be  impossible,  both  now  and  here- 
The  average  prices.  after,  to  judge  of  the  value  of  the  produce  esti- 
mate without  more  information  regarding  the 
prices  assumed  than  is  given  in  Mr.  Channing's  report,  I  venture  to 
add  further  extracts  from  my  memorandum  on  prices  which  he  has 
quoted.  The  following  statement  shows  the  prices  assumed  by 
Mr.  Channing  on  the  average  of  the  20  years  ending  1873  as  the 
basis  of  his  valuation  of  produce  for  his  produce  estimate  : — 

Statement  showing  prices  assumed  in  the  Assessment  Reports 
for  the  produce  estimate  (in  sers  per  rupee)  : — 


Barley 

Cotton 

TlMStL. 

Gram. 

and 

Barley. 

unclean- 

Jowix. 

Bajra. 

Moth. 

Gram. 

ed. 

Gurgaon 

• 

30 

35 

38 

40 

12 

39 

33 

40 

Rewari 

•  •  ■ 

28 

34 

•  t  • 

39 

•  •  • 

39 

34 

38 

Palwal 

••• 

3o 

38 

41 

43 

37 

34 

Niih 

••• 

27 

35 

37 

13 

38 

34 

35 

Ffrozpur 

••• 

30 

40 

44 

12 

40 

36 

42 

Average  of  all  five  tahsils 

29 

36 

40 

41 

12 

39 

34 

39 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  prices  assumed  for  the  different  tahsils 
do  not  vary  greatly  from  one  another,  nowhere  being  more  than 
10  per  cent,  above  or  below  the  average  of  the  five  tahsfls.  The 
prices  assumed  for  Ffrozpur  tahsil  are  the  lowest,  which  is  as  might 
be  expected,  seeing  that  it  is  farthest  from  the  railways  and  the 
great  centres  of  trade.  My  enquiries  made  independently  of  Mr. 
Channing's  gave  the  following  results  : — 

Statement  showing  (in  sers  per  rupee)  average  prices  for  periods 
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of  20  years  for  the  two  towns  Rewarf  and  Palwal  with  percentage 
of  increase  of  price  :— 


Avibagi  rmic»  to*  a 


Wheat 
Gram  ... 
Barley 

Cotton,  uncleaned 

J  a  war  ... 

Bajra  ... 

Moth 

Mung 

Mash 


• 

•  •  • 


15  year* 
ding 


ao  years  |    90  yean 
1837  ending  1857  ending  1877 


36 

55 
54 
18 

II 

52 
45 
42 


32 
42 
47 
19 
44 
42 
44 

3! 
36 


25 

3l 
38 

9 
32 
28 

30 
27 
24 


Pbickntaci  or 


Siace  1857 


Since  1837. 


28 

44 

31 

72 

24 

42 

III 

100 

37 

66 

52 

64 

46 

73 

41 

65 

5o 

75 

It  appears  then  that,  while  there  was  a  great  rise  in  the  price  of 
every  article  of  agricultural  produce  between  1 837  and  1857,  there 
has  been  a  still  greater  rise  in  price  since  1857.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  Mr.  Channing's  assumed  prices  for  the  20  years  ending  1873 
are  in  every  case  considerably  lower  than  the  averages  ascertained 
by  me  for  the  20  years  ending  1877.  For  this  there  are  two  reasons : 
first,  although  the  years  1874  to  1877,  w'tn  tne  exception  of  the 
last  kharif,  were  by  no  means  years  of  scarcity,  prices  were  very 
much  higher  then  than  they  were  in  the  years  1854  to  1857;  and 
secondly,  Mr.  Channing's  prices  were  calculated  from  harvest  prices 
prevailing  in  small  towns  throughout  the  tahsils,  as  well  as  in  the 
larger  markets,  while  my  averages  are  for  the  two  large  towns  of 
Palwal  and  RewaV/  only.  The  averages  show  a  rise  of  prices  of 
about  40  per  cent,  in  the  twenty  years  preceding  the  Settlement  as 
compared  with  the  twenty  years  preceding  the  Mutiny,  and  a  rise 
of  about  65  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  fifteen  years  preceding 
the  previous  Settlement  in  1837. 


I  have  made  additions  to  the  printed  dingrams  of  prices  in  the 
accompanying  volume  showing  (1 )  the  variations  in  prices  from  1877 
to  1882  and  (21  the  prices  assumed  by  Mr.  Channing,  the  latter 
being  shown  by  coloured  horizontal  lines.  A  glance  at  the  diagrams 
will  show  (1)  that  the  high  prices  which  suddenly  prevailed  in  1877 
have  been  steadily  falling  year  by  year  since  ;  but  2)  that  the  fall 
has  been  very  gradual,  and  that  prices  are  still  higher  than  they 
were  for  several  years  preceding  the  scarcity ;  and  (3)  that  during 
the  five  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  new  assessments  were 
introduced,  prices  even  at  their  lowest  have  been  considerably  higher 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    86  ) 


than  Mr.  Channing's  assumed  average  prices.  The  following  state- 
ment  also  shows  this  forcibly  (sers  per  rupee)  :  — 


Produce. 


Average 
prices 
assumed 
by  Mr. 
Chan- 
ning. 


Average 
price  in  Pal- 
wal  and  Re- 
wari  for  the 
twenty  years 
ending  1877. 


Average  Price  for  the  five  years 
1 877- 1 882. 


I 
u 
3 

o 


5 


5s 
- 


J3 

2 


3 
a. 


>  < 


Wheat 
Gram 
Barley 
Cotton, 

cleaned 
Jawir 
Wjr* 
Moth 
Miing 


un- 


••• 
••• 


29 
36 
41 

12 

39 
34 
39 


25 
32 
38 

9 
32 
28 

30 
27 


18 
21 

27 

10 
24 
23 
22 

19 


17 
20 

23 

9 
23 
23 
22 

20 


19 
22 

25 

10 
21 

23 
••• 

»•• 


18 
20 
24 

11 

22 

24 

••• 
21 


18 
20 

25 

10 

25 
24 
20 

19 


18 
21 

25 

10 
23 

23 
21 
20 


Here  again  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  average  prices  of  the  last 
five  years  have  been  much  the  same  in  the  different  tahsils.  The 
^verage  prices  of  the  last  five  years  show  a  rise  percent,  as  follows  : — 


PRODUCE. 





Rise  per  cent,  of  average  prices  of  five 

YEARS  ENDING  1882. 


As  compared  with  aver- 
age prices  of  twenty  years 
ending  1877. 


As  compared  with  aver- 
age prices  assumed  by 


Wheat 

Gram 

Barley 

Cotton,  uncleaned 

Jawir 

BAjri 

Moth 

Miing 


6! 

71 
64 
20 

70 


It  appears  then  that,  with  the  exception  of  cotton  and  bajra, 
the  average  prices  of  the  last  five  years  are  from  35  to  52  per  cent, 
higher  than  those  of  the  twenty  years  previous  to  1877,  and  that, 
again  with  the  exception  of  cotton  and  bdjra,  they  are  all  more  than 
60  per  cent,  higher  than  those  assumed  by  Mr.  Channing ;  and  even 
after  making  full  allowance  for  the  cost  of  carriage  from  the  villages 
to  the  market-towns  it  may  be  said  that  even  if  the  produce  of  the 
district  had  during  these  five  years  been  only  two-thirds  of  Mr.  Chan- 
ning's estimate,  its  money  value  at  the  prevailing  prices  would  have 
been  up  to  his  estimate  of  the  average  value,  i.e.t  would  have  equalled 
seven  times  the  assessment  of  the  district.  It  is  unlikely  that  prices 
will  remain  so  high  as  they  have  been  during  the  past  few  years  ; 
but  it  is  also  unlikely  that,  with  the  recent  extension  of  markets  and 


Digitized  by  Googl 


(    87  ) 


development  of  competition,  they  will  on  an  average  of  years  again 
fall  to  the  prices  that  prevailed  before  1877  or  at  all  approach  the 
low  averages  assumed  by  Mr.  Channing. 

The  following  statement  compares  the  prices  assumed  by  Mr. 

Channing  as  the  basis  of  his  produce  estimate  with  those  assumed 
in  neighbouring  districts  assessed  about  the  same  time. 


! 

B 

E 
O 

A 

i 

a 

■i 
11 

w 

lg 

■ 

■ 

ft 

Oajra. 

1 

Gurgaon  district  (average  of  5  tahsils)... 

29 

36 

41 

12 

39 

34 

39 

Kohtak  district.  Jhajjar  tahsi'l 
Delhi  district.  Ballnhgarh  tahsil 
Katnal  district,  Panipat  tahsU 



26 
27 
29 

32 
37 

38 
40 

... 

12 
12 

36 
37 
35 

33 
34 

35 
34 

•  •• 

Mathra  district  (average  harvest  prices 
since  the  mutiny) 

27 

 — 

34 

36 

 T! 

IO 

34 

... 

 : — 

—      —   0  —   £  —  —     —    U   11  urn 

nil,  not  one  of  these  four  Settlement  Officers  in  neighbouring  dis- 
tricts has  assumed  a  lower  price  than  Mr.  Channing  for  any  one  of 
the  staple  articles  of  produce,  and  his  prices  are  on  the  whole  low- 
er than  those  of  any  of  these  districts,  except  perhaps  Karnal. 

53.   Thus   an  examination  of  the  data  on  which  the  produce 
estimate  was  founded  shows— (i)  that  the  aver- 
*SS^&£^    a8e  P»ccs  assumed   were  much  below  what 

might  safely  have  been  taken  ;  (2)  that  the  evi- 
dence of  the  rents  in  kind,  so  far  as  it  goes,  is  to  the- effect  that  half 
the  net  produce  is  rather  above  than  below  one-sixth  of  the  gross 
produce  ;  (3)  that  the  average  outturn  assumed  is  not  too  high,  but 
that  it  was  probably  applied  to  too  large  an  area.  If  we  allow  for 
this  possible  over-estimate  a  deduction  of  80,000  acres  of  bdjra  at 
5  maunds  per  acre,  and  for  a  possible  over-estimate  of  the  area 
naturally-flooded  10,000  acres  of  wheat  at  9  maunds  per  acre,  we  have 
the  following  deduction  to  make  from  the  estimated  average  value 
of  the  gross  produce  which  was  Rs.  86.56.400. 
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This  leaves  the  estimate  of  gross  produce  Rs.  8o,6i,4oo,  one- 
sixth  of  which  is  Rs.  1343,566,  while  the  total  actual  assessment  is 
only  Rs.  12,78,1 13.  So  that,  even  after  making  all  these  liberal  allow- 
ances, the  produce  estimate  seems  to  show  that  the  assessment  must 
be  below  half  the  net  produce  of  the  district. 

54.    The  best  evidence  as  to  what  are  the  actual  net  profits  of 
cultivation  is  to  be  got  from  the  cash-rents  paid 
1  he  rent-rate    esti-    by  tenants-at-will,  where  they  are  really  full 


competition-rents,  and   not  merely  customary 
rents  or  rents  fixed  with  reference  to  the  rate  of  incidence  of  the 
Government  demand.    I  have  accordingly  obtained  from  each  pat- 
wart  a  statement  (see  App.  VIII)  showing  (1)  the  area  which  paid 
rents  of  this  description  at  Settlement  as  shown  in  the  Settlement 
Kecord  (which  represents  the  state  of  things  at  attestation  about 
1874-76)  with  the  gross  amount  of  rent  payable,  and  (2)  the  area 
which  paid  cash-rents  of  this  description  in  the  year  1881-82  with 
the  gross  amount  of  rent   payable.    That   the  figures  are  fairly 
trustworthy  I  have  no  doubt,  for  I  have  checked  them  here  and  there 
and  had  them  attested  by  the  proprietors.    In  some  vil lages  the 
patwarfs  return  showed  a  considerable  amount  of  this  demand  ns  in 
arrearat  the  time  when  he  drew  up  his  papers  for  the  year,  but 
much  of  this  arrear  seemed  to  have  been  realized  afterwards  and  the 
total  sum  unrealised  was  only  a  small  percentage  on  the  total  de- 
mand, which  seems  to  have  been  correctly  given.    The  statement 
can  hardly  include  many  rents  above  true  competition-rents :  for 
with  so  much  land  out  of  cultivation  and  irrigation  and  such  a  loss 
of  population  and  cattle,  tenants  are  much    in  demand,  and  there 
can  be  little  opportunity  for  rack-renting.    I  excluded  those  rents 
which  were  calculated  on  the  land-revenue,  with  or  without  proprie- 
tor's percentage  {inditkdnd),  and  included  only  those  cash-rents  which 
were  paid  in  a  lump  sum,  or  calculated  at  so  much  per  high*  with- 
out direct  reference  to  the  assessment  rate.    The  statement  thus  in- 
cludes a  great  many  low  customary  rents  which  are  much  below  the 
true  competition-rent,  i.e.,  the  real  net  produce.    It  is  the  fact  too 
that  where  the  proprietors  themselves  cultivate  much  of  the  land 
as  they  do  in  many  villages  in  this  district  fat  Settlement  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  cultivated  area  was  returned  as  cultivated 
by  the  owners  themselves,  §  89),  they  generally  have  taken  care  to 
retain  the  best  land  in  their  own  hands,  leaving  the  poorer  soils  to 
be  cultivated  by  the  tenants.    The  occupancy  tenants  also  generally 
hold  lands  of  a  superior  quality.    On  the  other  hand  some  of  the 
land  now  paying  cash-rents  is  the  good  land  which  has  heen  mort- 
gaged by  its  owners  and  is  now  let  by  the  mortgagee  to  the  owner  or  to 
some  other  tenant ;  such  land  pays  high  rents  and  tends  to  raise  the 
average,  but  it  forms  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole,  and  it 
may  safely  be  said  that  the  average  rent  actually  paid  is  well  below 
the  average  full  competition-rent  which  could  be  paid  by  the  land  of 
the  district  taken  as  a  whole.    I  have  not  had  time  to  analyse  the 
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rent  figures  and  work  out  from  them  rent-rates  for  the  different  class- 
es of  soil  and  must  generally  be  content  with  the  evidence  given 
by  the  averages  of  the  different  circles.  In  the  Palwal  tahsi'l,  how- 
ever, the  Skinner  Estate  villages  give  as  full  and  trustworthy  evi- 
dence on  this  subject  as  could  well  be  desired. 

55.    (See  §  147  and  the  Village  Note-book  of  Bilochpur).  The 
villages  of  the  Skinner   Estate  in  the  Palwal 

nJEsute  Skm*    tahsfl  are  a11  cultivated  by  tenants- at-will  pay- 

ing cash-rents  and  arc  under  the  control  of  one 
central  office,  whose  accounts  are  kept  in  much  the  same  way  as  those 
of  a  Deputy  Commissioner'!*  office,  and  thus  afford  trustworthy  evi- 
dence of  what  net  income  can  be  derived  from  the  land  by  a  pro- 
prietor who  levies  cash  rents  determined  by  competition.  1  propose, 
therefore,  to  give  a  somewhat  full  account  of  the  income  of  the 
Estate  from  its  villages  in  this  tahsil.  The  tappa  of  Bilochpur  in- 
cludes in  tahsil  Palwal  eleven  whole  villages  and  -J-J  of  the  village 
of  Baghpur,  besides  one  village  in  the  Delhi  district  and  one  in  the 
Bulandshahr  district ;  the  accounts  are  made  up  for  the  whole  tappa 
and  therefore  include  the  income  and  expenditure  of  those  two  vil- 
lages in  other  districts,  but  I  have  worked  through  them  and  ob- 
tained the  figures  for  each  village  separately.  Mr.  C banning  assess- 
ed the  twelve  villages  in  this  tahsfl  as  a  whole  at  a  deduction  of 
\2%  per  cent,  from  the  average  half  gross  rent-roll  of  the  five 
years  ending  1876,  which  gave  an  assessment  as  actually  announced 
of  Rs.  23,418,  while  the  sanctioned  revenue-rates  would  have  given 
Rs.  23,377.  The  average  gross  rent-roll  of  those  twelve  villages 
for  the  five  years  1871  to  1876,  was  Rs.  53,398and  for  the  five  years 
1877  to  1882,  Rs.  56,896.  Of  this  the  average  unrealised  balance 
is  Rs.  1,005  and  the  average  actual  realizations  of  rent  for  the  five 
years  ending  1882  have  been  Rs.  55.891.  Thus  while  the  rents  of 
one  or  two  villages  have  fallen  off  considerably,  the  average  gross 
demand  of  the  whole  twelve  villages  has  increased  by  6  per  cent ; 
and  the  actual  average  realisations  from  rent  alone  are  2  4  times 
the  jama. 

The  actual  income  from  rents,  sale  of  grass  and  wood,  and 
other  assessable  items  has  been  as  follows : — 

1877-78    1878-79     1879-80    1880-81    1881-82  Average. 

Rs.  51,929  58,864  59.248  56,584  57,298  56,785 
so  that  half  the  average  income  would  give  a  jama  of  Rs.  28,393  ; 
and  the  present  jama  of  Rs.  23,418  (instead  of  12^  per  cent, 
below  half  the  average  gross  demand)  is  17  per  cent,  below  half 
the  average  actual  assessable  income.  Notwithstanding  the  bad 
years  the  estate  has  realised  its  demand  of  the  last  five 
years  in  full  from  the  villages,  with  the  exception  of  Rs.  5,035 
still  in  arrear.  During  these  five  years,  the  expenses  of  the 
tappa  have  averaged  Rs.  5,272  and  it  has,  after  paying 
the  land-revenue,  cesses  and  all  other  charges,  on    the  average 
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remitted  annually  to  Delhi  Rs.  26,916  or  more  than  the  jama  of  its 
villages  (including  the  two  in  other  districts).  With  such  results  it 
cannot  be  fairly  said  that  the  rent  system  of  the  Estatehas  broken  down. 
Nor  can  the  charge  of  rack-renting  (in  an  opprobrious  sense)  be  justly 
made  against  the  Estate.  No  great  number  of  notices  of  ejectment 
have  been  issued  or  civil  suits  for  arrears  instituted  at  the  instance 
of  the  Estate.  While  many  of  its  tenants  are  former  proprietors  who 
would  no  doubt  pay  rack-rents  sooner  than  leave  their  ancestral 
lands,  a  large  proportion  are  recent  settlers  from  other  villages  who 
have  voluntarily  accepted  the  terms  imposed  by  the  Manager  ;  indeed, 
a  number  of  new  tenants  have  settled  on  the  estate  during  the  past 
year.  No  distinction  is  made  between  these  new-comers  and  the 
old  dispossessed  proprietors,  the  same  rates  of  rent  being  charged  all 
round  without  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  soil  or  the  class  of  the 
tenants.  As  the  new  settlers  at  all  events  could,  without  much  hard- 
ship, take  up  land  elsewhere  if  they  preferred  the  terms  offered  them, 
and  land  is  plentiful  at  present,  such  a  system,  though  open  to  the 
charge  of  inelasticity,  cannot  fairly  be  called  rack-renting.  Nor  is 
the  condition  of  the  Skinner  villages  much  worse  than  that  of  the 
other  villages  of  the  tahsi'l.  According  to  the  returns  now  made,  the 
eleven  villages  wholly  owned  by  the  Skinner  Estate  show  a  falling 
off  in  cultivation  since  Settlement  from  15,718  acres  to  13,776  or  by  12 
per  cent,  while  the  decrease  for  the  whole  tahsil  is  6)^per  cent ;  their 
well  irrigation  shows  a  decrease  from  386  to  46  acres  against  31  per 
cent,  for  the  tahsfl  ;  their  population  a  decrease  of  5  per  cent  against 
the  tahsil  decrease  of  12  percent;  theircattle  a  decrease  of  33  percent 
against  3  percent  for  the  whole  tahsil ;  and  36  percent,  of  the  present 
cultivated  area  is  irrigated  from  the  canal  against  14  per  cent,  for 
the  tahsil.  So  far  too  as  can  be  judged  from  the  appearance  of  the 
villages  the  inhabitants  are  on  the  whole  as  comfortable  as  those  of 
other  villages,  and  while  one  or  two  have  completely  broken  down 
under  the  inelastic  system  of  collection  of  rent  which  is  the  rule '  of 
the  Estate,  others  seem  wonderfully  prosperous.  In  short,  during  the 
last  five  years  the  Skinner  Estate  villages  have  been  treated  by  the 
Estate  much  as  Government  has  treated  the  villages  owned  by  other 
proprietors,  except  that  the  Estate  has  realised  from  its  cultivators 
double  what  Government  has  realised  from  other  villages,  and  that 
the  Estate  has  been  gradually  raising  its  rent  by  half  an  anna 
per  bigha  per  annum  ;  and  yet  the  condition  of  the  cultivators  is 
hardly  worse  than  that  of  those  in  villages  managed  directly  by 
Government.  These  facts  furnish  strong  evidence  (1)  that  the 
assessments  announced  in  1877  were  in  tahsil  Palwal  well  below  half 
average  net  profits,  and  (2)  that  the  prevalent  agricultural  distress  is 
not  due  to  the  mere  amount  realised  by  Government  from  the 
peasants. 

56.    In  isolated  cases  throughout  the  district  similar  evidence  is 
Ave    e  rents  afforded  by  the  accounts  of  the  income  of 

v  rag  ren  ^    non-cultivating    proprietors.    I  have 

quoted  such  cases  when  discussing  the  assessments  of  the  different 
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circles.  To  take  here  the  totals  for  the  district  as  a  whole— I  find 
that  in  1881-82  in  619  villages  1,35,183  acres,  or  nearly  a  seventh  of 
the  whole  cultivated  area  of  the  district,  paid  cash  rents  aggregating 
Rs.  341,568  and  averaging  Rs.  2-10  per  acre,  half  of  which  would  be 
Rs.  1-5  or  exactly  the  incidence  of  the  new  assessment  on  the  cul- 
tivated area.    The  totals  for  the  different  tahsils  are  as  follows :— 
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The  small  area  paying  such  rents  in  the  Nuh  tahsil  is  due  to 
the  custom  more  prevalent  there  than  elsewhere  of  allowing  the 
tenants  to  cultivate  at  exactly  the  same  rates  as  the  proprietors. 
The  low  average  rent  in  Gurgaon  and  Rewarf  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  land  irrigated  from  wells,  which  pays  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
assessment  of  those  tahsfls,  is  generally  held  by  the  proprietors  and 
occupancy-tenants,  and  it  is  the  very  inferior  sandy  soil  so  prevalent 
in  that  part  of  the  district  that  forms  the  greater  part  of  the  land 
paying  cash  rents.  It  was  in  those  tahsils  too  that  the  smallest  in- 
crease of  assessment  was  taken,  while  in  the  Palwal  and  Firozpur 
tahsils  in  which  the  increase  taken  was  33  and  14  per  cent,  respectively 
the  average  incidence  is  well  below  half  the  average  rent.  An 
examination  of  the  rent  returns  for  each  circle  seems  to  give  strong 
evidence  that,  except  possibly  in  tahsil  Rewari  and  the  west  of  tahsil 
Gurgaon,  the  assessment  is  below  half  the  net  profits  of  cultivation. 

57.   There  is  evidence  that  rents^in  kind  are  giving  place  to  cash 

Gradual  rise  of  rents  rents  and  that' the  latter  are  gradually  rising. 

The  competition  rents  extracted  from  the 

Settlement    Record    apply    to    only    80,326    acres     in  274 

villages,  while  those  for  1881-82  refer  to   1,35,183   acres  in  619 

villages.    This  is  no    doubt    partly    due  to    the    omission  of 

Settlement    rents  from  the  calculation,  but  a  comparison  of  the 

figures  in    some  individual  villages  has  shown  that  much  land 

entered  at  Settlement  as  paying  rent  in   kind,  now  pays  rent 

in  cash,  and  that  much  land  which  then  paid  rent  varying  directly 

with  the  land- revenue  now  pays  a  lump  rent  or  one  fixed  without 

much  reference  to  the  assessment.  Thus  in  274  villages  at  Settlement 

(about  1876),  80,326  acres  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  1,78,289,  and 

averaging  Rs.  2-4  per  acre,  and  in  1881-82  in  the  same  villages 
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8 1, 993  acres  Pa'd  rents  aggregating  Rs.  2,01,042,  and  averaging 
Rs.  2-7.  This  increase  of  average  rent  is  to  be  found  in  almost 
every  circle  (Appendix  VIII),  but  is  more  marked  in  the  south-east  of 
the  district  than  in  the  Gurgaon  and  Rewarf  tahsils.  It  is  strange  to 
find  such  a  marked  and  general  rise  of  rents  coincident  with  a  loss 
of  population  and  cattle  and  a  decrease  in  cultivation,  but  no  doubt 
the  prevalent  high  prices  are  one  cause  of  it  and  the  introduction 
of  canal-irrigation  another.  It  has  been  brought  about  without  any 
great  number  of  ejectment  or  enhancement  suits,  which  shows  how 
strong  the  position  of  the  proprietors  is  in  this  district  as  against  the 
tenants.  The  state  of  things  disclosed  by  these  figures  forms  a 
remarkable  contrast  to  that  described  by  Mr.  M.  R.  Gubbins  in  his 
Settlement  Report  of  the  Firozpur  and  Punahina  parganas,  dated 
1838  (Statistical  Account,  Appendix  G.,  §  42),  where  he  writes  : 
"  Rent-rates  are  unknown  among  the  agricultural  classes,  who  hold 
that  the  owner  should  always  pay  a  higher  rate  than  the  non-proprie- 
tors. According  to  their  ideas,  the  Government  land-tax  is  a  tax 
upon  the  land  owner,  and  any  one  who,  without  an  equal  interest  in 
the  soil,  relieves  him  of  a  portion  of  this  tax  is  entitled  to  indulgence 
in  his  rates  of  contribution,"  and  in  the  Settlement  Report  of  pargana 
Taoru  (Appendix  G,  §§  20-21),  dated  1837,  Mr.  John  Lawrence  writes  : 
"  The  ryot  usually  cultivates  on  a  batdi  agreement.  If  on  a  money 
rate,  it  is  generally  lower  than  that  which  the  bisivahddr  himself 
pays.  The  hereditary  cultivator,  so  far  from  paying  rent,  often 
pays  less  revenue  than  a  bisivahddr.  There  are  few  if  any  estates 
with  which  I  am  acquainted  where  the  zemindars  pay  their  revenue 
from  their  rent  realizations,  and  have  either  a  surplus  to  live  on,  or 
enjoy  their  peculiar  cultivation  free  of  tax.  In  fact,  land  does  not 
afford  a  rent."  This  can  hardly  be  said  of  any  part  of  the  district 
now. 

58.    The  large  area  sold  and  mortgaged  since  Settlement  is 
strong  evidence  that  the  assessment  at  all  events 

sal!sVandmortBgagcns.  *     left    a   P"**   wide,  °f    ™t   P«>fit  A 

great  increase  of  sale  and  mortgage  of  land  is 
not  a  proof  of  over-assessment,  but  of  a  light  assessment  too  rigidly 
collected.  If  the  land  is  assessed  too  high,  there  will  be  so  little 
margin  of  profit  that  it  will  be  worth  no  one's  while  to  buy  it  or 
take  it  on  mortgage,  while  if  the  assessment  be  low  enough  to  leave 
a  fair  profit,  capitalists  will  always  be  ready  to  take  advantage 
of  the  necessity  of  the  unthrifty  peasants  in  bad  seasons  to  get 
possession  of  their  land  with  all  its  burdens  and  wait  for  good  sea- 
sons to  recoup  them.  This  was  what  happened  in  1877-78  and  the 
following  years.  Within  the  six  years  since  Settlement,  3  per  cent, 
of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  district  has  been  sold,  and  5  per  cent, 
mortgaged,  about  ^th  of  this  having  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
money-lending  class  who  thus  rendered  themselves  liable  to  pay  the 
land-revenue  and  cesses  assessed  upon  it.  It  may  safely  be  assumed 
that  when  they  showed  themselves  so  eager  to  get  the  land  so  bur- 
dened into  their  hands,  they  calculated  that  it  would  pay  all  its 


Digitized  by  Google 


(   93  ) 


burdens  and  give  them  a  fair  profit  besides  ;  and  that  the  village 
money-lenders,  who  have  the  best  opportunities  of  calculating  the 
profits  of  cultivation,  so  estimated  the  new  assessment  all  over 
the  district,  is  strong  evidence  that  it  really  left  a  considerable  mar- 
gin of  profit 

59.    Taking  the  district  as  a  whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  facts 
and  calculations  above  stated,  after  every  allow- 

pit?h S^HMWit  ance  is  madc>  show  that  the  assessment  announ- 
ced by  Mr.  Channing  was  justified  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  district  at  the  time,  and  was  well  below  the  aver- 
age half-net-profits  of  cultivation,  and  that  the  previous  fiscal  history 
of  the  district  gave  good  reason  for  believing  that  (in  the  words  of 
the  Government  of  India)  the  enhanced  assessment  was  one  which 
would  be  paid  without  undue  pressure  in  normal  years,  and  was 
fixed  at  a  rate  sufficiently  low  to  admit  of  relief  being  given  by  sus- 
pension rather  than  at  one  which  would  necessitate  remissions  in  the 
event  of  an  exceptional  failure  of  produce.  It  is  true  that  the 
assessment  has  proved  too  severe  for  the  district  during  the  years 
that  have  elapsed  since  Settlement,  but  it  would  have  been  un- 
reasonable for  the  Settlement  Officer  to  allow  in  his  assessments  for 
such  an  unheard-of  series  of  bad  years  as  has  ensued,  for  nine  poor 
harvests  out  of  twelve,  for  a  drought  which  should  carry  off  a  third 
of  the  cattle,  and  be  followed  by  a  fever  which  should  reduce  the 
population  by  one-seventh  in  two  years  ;  and  even  now  it  would 
hardly  be  reasonable  in  assessing  to  allow  for  the  possible  recurrence 
of  such  a  series  of  bad  years  during  the  period  of  Settlement.  I 
am  also  of  opinion  that,  although  Mr.  Channing  made  some  mis- 
takes in  his  estimates  which  led  him  to  assess  some  villages  above 
hali  average  net  profits,  the  over-assessment  was  hardly  anywhere 
so  serious  as  really  to  cripple  the  village  or  make  it  difficult  for  it 
to  pay  the  assessment  in  a  series  of  ordinary  good  and  bad  years. 
Where  the  assessments  are  highest  with  reference  to  the  quality  of 
the  soil,  and  where  the  over-estimate  of  cultivation  was  most  serious, 
the  assessments  are  generally  a  reduction  on  the  former  demand, 
and  are  justified  by  the  previous  fiscal  history  of  the  tracts  referred 
to,  which  are  found  all  over  the  district,  but  especially  in  tahsfl  Re- 
wirf.  Where  the  increase  was  greatest,  the  assessments  are  shown 
to  be  still  light  by  comparison  with  the  former  assessments  of  other 
villages,  and  by  the  prevalent  rent-rates  :  this  is  especially  the  case  in 
tahsi'l  Palwal.  I  am  however  of  opinion  that  while  Mr.  Channing 
under-estimated  somewhat  the  qualities  of  some  soils,  such  as  the 
good  loam  {iiarmot)  of  the  Bdngar,  and  the  moist  soil  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  F/rozpur  valley,  he  over-estimated  the  value  of  the 
well-irrigation  in  the  south-east  of  the  district,  and  did  not  allow 
sufficiently  for  the  frequency  with  which  the  poorer  soils  fall  out  of 
cultivation  in  bad  years,  and  the  inferiority  of  the  produce  they  give 
in  ordinary  years;  he  may  also  have  in  some  cases  over-estimated  the 
area  naturally  flooded  :  and  these  over-estimates  have  led  him  to  assess 
some  villages  appreciably  higher  than  others,  and  somewhat  above 
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the  half-net-assets  standard.  I  think  too  that,  although  he  did  make 
great  allowance  for  large  increases,  it  would  in  some  cases  have  been 
expedient  not  to  raise  the  demand  suddenly  so  high  as  he  did.  Some 
villages  also  have  been  so  weakened  since  1877  by  loss  of  resources 
and  population  that  it  is  probable  they  will  not  for  a  considerable 
time  recover  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  pay  easily  the  amount  with 
which  they  were  fairly  assessed  in  1877.  For  these  and  other  rea- 
sons, as  applied  to  the  circumstances  of  each  individual  village,  the 
Deputy  Commissioner  and  I  have  announced  reductions  of  assess- 
ment for  the  whole  term  of  Settlement  in  573  villages  amounting 
to  Rs.  50,689  or  4  per  cent,  of  the  total  assessment  of  the  district. 
We  have,  in  accordance  with  our  instructions,  endeavoured  to  be 
liberal,  and  to  decide  every  reasonable  doubt  in  favour  of  the  pea- 
sants. The  permanent  reductions  we  at  first  felt  justified  in  propo- 
sing were  much  fewer  and  smaller,  and  it  was  only  after  reconsider- 
ing our  first  proposals  in  the  direction  of  greater  liberality  that  we 
arrived  at  this  sum.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  assessments  thus 
reduced  would  have  been  easy  assessments  for  the  villages  in  their 
condition  of  1876,  and  that  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that,  if 
the  seasons  for  the  next  seven  years  are  not  extraordinarily  bad  and 
the  villages  are  carefully  handled  in  the  meantime,  they  will,  after 
enjoying  the  further  reduction  of  assessment  now  granted  them  for 
that  period,  have  recovered  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  pay  these  assess- 
ments without  difficulty  and  without  remissions,  except  perhaps 
after  an  extraordinarily  bad  series  of  years,  such  as  it  would  not  be 
reasonable  to  allow  for  in  assessing. 

60.    I  now  proceed  to  give  in  detail  the  discussion  of  the  fi- 
gures and  results  for  each  assessment  circle 

JSfSeS  °di,c^dasScpa-  *eP*Tilte\y>  OIL ^ich  the  Preceding  summary 
rateiy.  is  founded.    This  necessarily    involves  a 

great  deal  of  repetition,  but  without  it,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  appreciate  the  force  of  the  facts  on  which  the 
preceding  argument  is  founded  ;  indeed,  that  can  hardly  be  done  with- 
out an  examination  of  the  facts  regarding  each  individual  village 
recorded  in  the  Village  Note-book.  In  order  to  show  to  what  extent 
effect  has  been  given  to  the  considerations  already  discussed,  and 
also  in  order  to  form  some  guide  to  future  assessing  officers,  I  have 
in  each  assessment  circle  given  the  rates  at  which  the  reduced 
assessment  may  be  considered  as  being  distributable  over  the  soil- 
areas  returned  at  Settlement.  Why  I  have  preferred  to  keep  the 
Settlement  areas  and  reduce  the  rates,  instead  of  keeping  the  rates 
and  making  rough  reductions  of  the  areas,  will  have  been  gathered 
from  the  previous  discussion  of  the  over-estimates  of  the  cultivated 
and  irrigated  areas.  Appendix  IX  shows  the  rates  now  deducible 
as  compared  with  those  used  by  Mr.  Channiog,  and  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  from  the  nature  of  the  case  the  process  of  calculation 
has  been  reversed.  His  assessments  were  calculated  from  his  rates  ; 
my  rates  are  deduced  from  the  assessments  as  announced.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  I  haye  ordinarily  reduced  the  rates  on  irrigated  lands 
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and  on  the  inferior  unirrigated  soils,  and  either  left  the  rates  on  the 
better  unirrigated  soils  as  before,  or  in  a  few  cases,  slightly  raised 
them. 

61    (See  §,  124,  144  and  154*.    Taking  Chak  Bangar  as  now 
^  u  ,  t>  ,   .      ,  t,>      constituted,  the  jama  of  last  Settlement  was 
^JahsilPalwahOukBan.    Rs     I54>210,  the  sanctioned  revenue-rates 

gave  an  assessment  of  Rs.  2,19.733,  and  the 
actual  total  assessment  of  1882-83,  including  mud/is  of  all  kinds  was 
Rs.  2,12,348,  an  increase  of  38  per  cent,  on  the  former  jama.  Of 
this  sum  Rs.  493  is  remitted  on  muafi  plots  and  jagirs,  Rs.  398  on 
gardens  and  Rs.  1,372  on  protective  leases  for  wells;  Rs.  2,101  and 
Rs.  1,372  go  in  allowances  to  zaildars  and  a  la  lambardars  respectively 
and  the  remainder  Rs.  2,06,612  is  the  amount  entered  in  the  sanc- 
tioned Revenue-Roll  for  1882-83.  To  justify  such  a  large  increase  in 
the  assessment  a  strong  case  must  be  made  out  for  the  lightness  of 
the  rates,  which  were  per  acre  : — 

Chahi  ...    Rs.  2  12 

Dahri 

Chiknot  and  Narmot 

Magda  ...  ...  ...     „    I  2 

Bhur  ...  ...  ...     „   o  14 

As  in  this  circle  a  very  large  area  is  held  by  tenants-at-will 
paying  cash  rents  we  have  a  better  guide  than  usual  to  the  propor- 
tion which  the  assessment  bears  to  the  actual  net  profits,  and  I 
propose  first  to  examine  such  statistics  regarding  rents  as  are  avail- 
ble. 

Eight  of  the  villages  owned  by  the  Skinner  Estate  are  in  Chak 
Rent  in  Chak  Bangar.        Bangar.    Tho  jama  given  for  these  by  the 

sanctioned  assessment  rates  was  Rs.  15,681, 
the  jama  actually  announced  was  Rs.  15,762.  Half  the  average  gross 
rent-roll  for  the  five  years  ending  1876  would  have  given  Rs.  18,013, 
half  the  average  gross  rent-roll  for  the  five  years  ending  1882 
gives  Rs.  19,370,  and  half  the  actual  income  for  the  latter  period 
gives  Rs.  18,890  ;  so  that  the  jama  announced,  which  almost  coincides 
with  that  given  by  the  sanctioned  rates,  is  well  below  half  the  actual 
income  from  rents  of  these  villages.  From  the  statement  (Appen- 
dix VIII)  showing  the  rents  paid  by  the  tenants-at-will  as  given  in 
the  Settlement  Record  and  in  the  Patwari's  Annual  Papers  for  1881-82 
it  appears  that  in  the  latter  year  35.935  acres  or  a  fourth  of  the 
whole  area  of  the  Bangar  Chak  was  held  by  tenants-at-will  paying 
cash  rents  aggregating  Rs.  1,16,530,  and  averaging  Rs.  3-4  per  acre, 
half  of  which  would  be  Rs.  1-10  per  acre,  while  the  average  incidence 
of  the  revenue  on  the  area  cultivated  at  Settlement  was  only  Rs.  1-7 
per  acre  and  the  incidence  of  the  present  assessment  on  the  present 
cultivation  is  only  Rs.  1-8.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
land  held  by  tenants-nt-will  is  superior  in  quality  to  that  held  by 
owners  and  occupancy-tenants ;  ou  the  contrary,  in  the  large  Bhaiya- 
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chira  communities,  of  which  there   are  so  many  in  the  tract,  the 
cultivating  owners  and  long-established  occupancy-tenants  have  often 
the  best  lands  in  their  own  hands  and  leave  the  poorer  soils,  which 
were  last  brought  under  the  plough, to  be  cultivated  by  tenants-at-will. 
Nor  can  it  be  said  that  rents  have  been  unduly  raised  by  competition, 
seeing  that  cultivation  has  fiillen  off  by  6,000  acres  and  the  difficulty  in 
many  villages  has  been  to  get  the  land  cultivated.    It  is  to  be  remem- 
bered also  that  the  above  totals  include  many  low  rents  fixed  by 
custom  and  not  directly  determined  by  competition,  and  if  we  take 
the  villages  in  which  the  rents  are  highest  and  therefore  more  likely 
to  be  true  competition  rents,  it  appears  that  in  28  of  the  1 38  villages 
of  the  chak  9,355  acres  last  year  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  39,764, 
and  averaging  Rs.  4-4  per  acre  or  nearly  three  times  the  incidence 
of  Rs.  1-8  per  acre  on  present  cultivation.    To  prevent  misappre- 
hension it  may  be  noted  that  these  rents  are  the  actual  rents  paid  • 
by  the  tenant  to  the  landlord  for  the  use  of  the  land  over  and 
above  (in  the  case  of  canal-irrigated  land)  all  canal  dues  including 
owner's  rate,  which  are  paid  by  the  tenant  in  addition  to  these  rents. 
According  to  the  patwarfs'  returns,  which  are   admitted  by  the 
owners   to  be   approximately  correct  on  this  point,    these  were 
the  rents  agreed  upon  between  landlord  aud  tenant,  and  the  amount 
of  rent  in  arrear  was  (except  in  a  few  villages)  only  a  small  fraction 
of  the  whole  demand.    That  the   high  rents  are  not  confined  to  a 
few  villages  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  of  the  93  villages  in  which  such 
rents  are  found,  in  no  less  than  61  is  the  average  rent  rate  of  the 
village  double  or  more  than  double  the  average  incidence  of  the 
revenue  on  the  total  cultivated  area  of  the  village  at  Settlement. 
It  is  interesting  also  to  notice  the  general  rise  of  rents  which  has 
taken  place  since  Settlement.    The  abstract  (Appendix  VIII),  made 
from  the  Settlement  Record  (which  represents  the  state  of  things 
at  attestation  about  1875-76)  of  the  rents  then  paid  by  tenants-at-will 
shows  that  at  that  time  26,128  acres  in  41  villages  paid  rents  aggre- 
gating Rs.  74.687  and  averaging  Rs.  2-13  per  acre,  and  now  (in 
1881-82)  in  the  same  villages  25,627  acres  pay  Rs.  80,870,  averaging 
Rs.  3-6  per  acre.    That  the  rise  has  been  general  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  in  32  of  the  41  villages  the  average  rent-rate  now  is  higher 
than  it  was  at  Settlement.    In  the  Skinner  Estate  villages  the  rise 
has  been  made  in  a  curiously  mechanical  way.    For  a  number  of 
years  the  rents  on  each  class  of  land  have  been  steadily  raised  by 
half  an  anna  per  bigha  per  annum,  there  being  three  different  rates 
for  Chahf,  Nahri,  and  Barani  respectively,  but  no  distinction  made 
between  different  qualities  of  soil  or  (with  few  exceptions)  between 
different  villages.    1  believe  that  this  gradual  increase  of  rent  has 
been  stopped  this  year  by  the  Manager.    The  general  rates  on  the 
Skinner  Estate  now  are  per  acre:— Barani  Rs.  3-8  ;  Nahri  (besides all 
canal  dues)  Rs.  4-1 1  ;  and  Chahi  Rs.  5  per  acre. 

(See  §  144  and  154).  As  only  1 1  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area 

of  the   Bangar  chak  was  assessed  as  irri- 

Comparison    of    Assess-         ted>  and  ag  g4    per  cent     of    the  culti_ 

BientralM-  vation  consists  of  Chiknot  and  Narmot, 
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by  far  the  most  important  rate  is  that  assessed  on  unirrfgated  Chik- 
not  and  Narmot,  which  was  in  this  circle  Re.  1-6  per  acre.  The  same 
soil  in  the  Bangar  chnk  of  tahsil  Ballabgarh  which  adjoins  this 
tract  to  the  north  was  assessed  by  the  Settlement  Officer  of  Delhi  at 
Rs.  1-8  per  acre  under  the  names  of  Dakar  and  Rausli  (Delhi  Report, 
§  228)  and  in  the  Bangar  chak  of  tahsil  Kosi  which  adjoins  it  to 
the  south  the  same  soil  under  the  name  of  dry  outlying  loam,  which 
comprises  half  the  cultivation  of  that  chak,  was  assessed  by  the 
Settlement  Officer  of  Mathra  at  Rs.  2  (Report,  p.  236).  Thus  Mr. 
Channing's  rate  on  the  soil  which  is  the  characteristic  soil  of  all 
three  tracts,  was  below  the  Delhi  rate  and  much  below  the  Mathra 
rate.  He  had  himself  originally  intended  to  propose  a  rate  of  Rs.  1-8. 
(Printed  Assessment  Papers,  p.  and  this  would  have  been  justified 
by  the  rent  rates  now  prevailing  and  supported  by  the  rates  adopted 
both  to  the  north  and  to  the  south.  The  Palwal  rate  on  Bhur  of 
14  annas  per  acre  may  be  compared  with  the  rate  of  14  annas 
on  Bitiir  in  Ballabgarh,  and  of  Rs.  1-4  and  10  annas  (average  Re.  1) 
on  indifferent  and  bad  Bhur  in  Kosi.  The  Palwal  rate  of  Re.  1-2 
on  Magdd  would  probably  in  Ballabgarh  have  been  applied  to  the 
poorer  Rausli  there  assessed  at  Re.  1-8,  and  perhaps  to  the  better  Bhur 
there  assessed  at  14  annas,  and  in  Kosi  may  be  compared  with  the 
rate  of  Re.  1-10  on  fair  outlying  Bhur.  The  Chahi  rate  of  Rs.  2-12  in 
Palwal  cannot  fairly  be  compared  with  that  of  Rs.  3  in  Ballabgarh,  for 
in  the  latter  tahsil  the  Chahi  rate  appears  to  have  been  applied  only 
to  the  land  actually  irrigated  during  the  year  of  measurements,  while 
in  Palwal  it  was  applied  to  the  area  estimated  as  irrigable  in  one  year, 
whether  found  actually  irrigated  or  not.  But  in  Kosi  the  same  rule 
was  followed  as  in  Palwal,  and  the  rates  on  Chahi  land  varied  from 
Rs.  4-8  to  Rs.  1 -10  per  acre  and  averaged  Rs.  2-10  per  acre.  The 
rates  then  in  the  three  Bangar  chaks  may  be  compared  as  follows : — 

Palwal  Ballabgarh.  Kosi. 

Rs.  Rs.  Rs. 

Irrigable  from  wells  (Chahi)  2-12  Actually  irrigated  3-0  Irrigable  (average)  2-10 
Good  Loam  (Chiknot  and 

Narmot)  ...    1-6   Loam  (Rausli)...  1-8  Outlying  Loam  ...  2-0 

Inferior  loam  (Magda)    ...    1-3  Fair  Bhur         ...  |. to- 

Sandy  toil  (Bhur)  ...0-14   Bhur  ...0-14  Indifferent  and  bad 

Bhur  (average)  1-0 

In  Palwal  the  Settlement  Officer  assessed  3#  per  cent,  below 
circle-rates  ;in  Ballabgarh  the  assessment  was  2  per  cent,  below  rates  ; 
and  in  Kosi  2^  per  cent,  below  rates.    In  Palwal  the  increase  of 
assessment  was  38  per  cent. ;  in  Ballabgarh  16  per  cent.  ;  and  in 
Kosi   11    per   cent.    In    Palwal    the    average    rainfall    is  26 
inches;    in  Ballabgarh    24;  in  Kosi   28.    In   Palwal   the  area 
irrigable   from    wells   is   11    per  cent,  in   Ballabgarh   the  area 
irrigated   was  14  per  cent,  and  in  Kosi  the  irrigable  area  was  26 
per  cent,  of  the  cultivation.    In  Palwal  the  average  incidence  of  the 
assessment  on  cultivation  is  Re.  1-7  ;  in  Ballabgarh  Rs.  1-9  ;  and  in 
Kosi  Rs.  2.    Taking  all  these  facts  into  consideration  it  may  safely 
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be  said  that  the  Palwal  Bangar  is  assessed  much  more  lightly  than 
the  Kosi  Bangar  to  the  south,  and  at  least  as  lightly  as  the  Ballabgarh 
Bangar  to  the  north. 

While  however  the  prevailing  rent  rates  and  the  assessments  of 

neighbouring  tracts  afford  strong  evidence 
that  the  assessment  of  the  Palwal  Bangar  is 
a  light  one,  there  are  indications  that  the 
Settlement  Officer  over-estimated  in  some  respects  the  resources  of 
the  tract.  Thus  of  the  total  assessable  area  165,845  acres  he  assess- 
ed as  cultivated  151,104  acres,  or  91  per  cent.,  while  the  area  actually 
sown  last  year  (1881-82)  was  only  142494  acres,  and  this  year 
145,144.  Although  it  is  certain  that  the  area  sown  last  year  and  this 
year  is  less  than  the  area  sown  in  ordinary  years,  yet  probably  some 
of  the  inferior  soil  now  out  of  cultivation  is  really  only  cultivated  in 
good  years,  and  more  allowance  should  have  been  made  for  this, 
either  by  leaving  some  of  it  unassessed  or  by  reduciug  the  rate  on  Bh&r. 
A  rough  allowance  may  be  made  for  this  by  deducting  3,000  acres  of 
Bhur  at  14  annas  per  acre,  or  Rs.  2,625,  fr°m  the  circle-rate  jama. 
Again  the  Settlement  Officer  applied  his  high  Chahf  rate  not  to  the 
area  ordinarily  irrigated  from  wells,  as  was  done  in  Ballabgarh,  but 
to  the  area  estimated  as  irrigable  in  one  year  if  the  wells  were  all 
working,  as  was  done  in  Kosf.  The  total  area  assessed  as  Chain'  was 
thus  13,728  acres,  while  the  area  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of 
measurements  (about  1874)  was  only  8,096,  last  year  5,875,  and  this 
year  5,057  acres.  It  is  true  that  the  year  of  measurements  was  a 
year  of  exceptionally  favourable  rainfall,  and  that  the  falling  off  in 
irrigation  from  wells  is  partly  due  to  temporary  loss  of  resources 
and  chiefly  to  the  extension  of  irrigation  from  the  canal,  but  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  area  assessed  was  much  above  the  average 
area  irrigated,  and  the  rate  is  much  too  high  to  be  applied  with  safety 
to  a  larger  area  than  is  actually  irrigated  on  an  average  of  years  ; 
indeed,  although  it  is  little  higher  than  the  corresponding  rate  in 
Kosf  and  less  than  that  in  Ballabgarh,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
it  is  too  high  as  compared  with  the  rate  on  unirrigated  Narmot  even 
when  applied  only  to  the  area  irrigated  on  an  average  of  years,  as 
the  difference  between  the  produce  of  irrigated  aud  unirrigated  Nar- 
mot is  perhaps  nearly  counterbalanced  by  the  extra  labour  of  work- 
ing the  well  and  the  interest  on  the  capital  expended  in  sinking  it 
It  seems  sufficient  however  to  allow  a  reduction  on  this  account  of 
5,000  acres  at  Re.  1-6,  the  difference  between  the  rates  on  Chahf  and 
unirrigated  Narmot,  or  Rs.  6,875.  If  then  the  other  rates  be 
left  as  they  stand,  and  deductions  of  Rs.  2,625  an<*  Rs-  6.875  made 
for  the  over-estimates  of  cultivated  and  irrigated  areas,  the  revenue 
rate  jama  is  reduced  from  Rs.  2,19,733  to  Rs.  2,10,233  as  against 
the  actual  jama  of  Rs.  2,12,348  ;  so  that  even  making  liberal  allow- 
ance for  these  over-estimates  we  find  the  actual  jama  only  1  per  cent 
in  excess  of  the  amended  estimate. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  permanent  resources  of  the  tract  have 
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_    .       .       ,    been  vastly  improved  since  Settlement  by  the 
tJSSiSZ^  introduction  of  the  Agra   Canal,  which  at 

Settlement  measurements  practically  had  not 
commenced  to  irrigate,  and  this  year  (1882-83)  irrigated  24,373 
acres,  or  16  percent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  tract.    This  much 
more  than  compensates  for  the  over-estimate  of  the  Chahf  area,  and 
it  is  to  be  remembered  that  when  land  assessed  at  Settlement  as 
Chahi  is  irrigated  from  the  canal,  owner's  rate  is  not  charged.  When 
it  is  found  how  much  the  introduction  of  canal-irrigation  raises  rents, 
for  instance  in  the  Skinner  Estate,  where  without  the  expenditure  of  a 
single  rupee,  the  landlord  is  able  to  exact  from  his  tenant,  besides 
all  canal  dues  including  owner's  rate,  a  rent  of  Rs.  4-1 1  per  acre  on 
canal-irrigated  land  instead  of  the  unirrigated  rent  of  Rs.  3-8,  it 
might  fairly  be  argued  that  besides  the  owner's  rate,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  Government  share  of  the  increase  of  half  net  profits, 
the  land  revenue  assessment  might  also  be  somewhat  raised  in  consi- 
deration of  this  "  unearned  increment."    According  to  theory,  the 
canal-irrigated  lands  in  Rohtak  and  Dehli  were  to  have  been  assess- 
ed at  dry  rates,  but  it  was  found  necessary  in  practice  to  assess 
many  of  them  at  higher  rates  (Rohtak  Report,  §  105,  and  Dehli 
Report,  §  259  and  264;.  In  his  orders  on  the  Panfpat  Assessment  Report, 
§  26,  the  Financial  Commissioner,  while  it  seemed  to  him  that  Rs.  2 
per  acre  was  too  high  a  rate  for  lands  irrigated  from  the  canal  in 
their  non-irrigated  aspect  (the  usual  rate  on  unirrigated  land  being 
Re.  1-6),  if  one  could  imagine  the  canal  entirely  absent  and  the 
water  level  of  the  district  sunk  to  its  original  depth,  did  not  "  consi- 
der Rs.  2  per  acre  too  high  a  rate  for  individual  fields,  or  for  a  large 
area  surrounded  by  canal  cuts  which  might  cease  to  be  irrigated  by 
canal-water,  whilst  it  would  be  benefiting  by  the  presence  of  water 
on  the  surface  of  all  the  surrounding  fields  and  by  water-cuts  pass- 
ing along  the  margins  of  the  fields  which  might  refuse  to  irrigate 
from  the  canal."    At  all  events  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
letting  value  of  an  estate  is  much  improved  by  a  canal  being  brought 
within  reach,  and  the  land  revenue  of  such  an  estate  might  fairly 
be  increased  on  that  ground  alone,  just  as  an  estate  with  the  spring 
water  level  near  the  surface  may  fairly  be  assessed  higher  than  one 
which  has  a  deeper  water-level.  Nor  can  there  be  any  doubt  that  the 
general  introduction  of  irrigation  from  the  Agra  Canal  has  improved 
the  power  of  this  tract  to  pay  its  ordinary  land  revenue  assessment 

To  sum  up  then,  even  if  a  liberal  allowance  be  made  for  the 

over-estimate  of  the  cultivated  and  irrigated 
Bilgar  "Sr^Lcnt      areas,  the  actual  jama  is  only  I   percent,  ia 

excess  of  the  amended  estimate  given  by  the 
circle  rates,  and  is  much  less  than  would  be  given  by  the  Kosf  rates, 
and  probably  less  than  would  be  given  by  those  used  in  Ballabgarh. 
The  introduction  of  the  Agrd  Canal  has  greatly  improved  the  revenue- 
paying  power  of  the  tract,  and  above  all  the  cash-rents  paid  by  a 
fourth  of  the  cultivated  area  would,  taken  by  themselves,  have  justi- 
fied  much  higher  rates  and  a  much  higher  assessment  than  was 
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actually  imposed,  and  even  allowing  for  the  great  increase  of  38  per 
cent,  the  assessment  of  the  tract  taken  as  a  whole  is  decidedly  light. 

But  while  no  sufficient  reason  can  be  given  for  the  reduction  of 
_  the  assessment  of  Chak   Bangar  considered 

t™ofZ™lS  as  a  whole,  there  are  some  individual  villages 

in  which  the  over-estimate  of  cultivation  or 
Irrigation  or  the  increase  of  assessment  has  been  so  serious  that, 
coupled  with  the  present  distressed  state  of  the  proprietors,  it  has  been 
thought  sufficient  reason  for  the  reduction  of  the  assessment  for  the 
whole  term  of  Settlement.  In  many  of  those  cases  it  might  perhaps 
be  argued  that  while  the  cultivation  or  irrigation  was  over-estimated, 
still  the  assessment  of  the  village  considered  as  a  whole  is  by  no 
means  excessive  ;  but  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  I,  in  our  anxiety 
to  give  the  benefit  of  all  reasonable  doubt  to  the  peasants,  have  in  such 
cases  generally  accepted  Mr.  Channing's  estimate  of  the  village  in 
other  particulars,  and  granted  a  reduction  in  consideration  of  his  over- 
estimate of  the  cultivated  or  irrigated  area.  The  reasons  for  the 
reduction  are  recorded  in  each  case  in  the  Village  Note- Book.  They 
generally  are  that  the  irrigation  was  over-estimated  ;  that  the  rate  on 
bhiiris  too  high  or  (which  is  much  the  same  thing)  that  the  cultivated 
area  was  over-estimated  ;  that  the  increase  was  too  great;  or  that  the 
assessment  as  compared  with  that  at  circle-rates  and  that  of  neigh- 
bouring villages  was  too  high,  especially  where  the  village  had  been 
assessed  as  a  strong  village  and  is  now  weakened.  Reductions  for 
term  of  Settlement  have  been  granted  in  22  of  the  138  villages  of 
the  circle,  and  amount  to  a  reduction  of  the  total  jama  from  Rs. 
2,12,348  to  Rs.  2,08,723,  by  Rs.  3,625  or  17  percent  The  reduced 
jama  is  distributed  as  follows: — 

Remitted  on  jagfrs  and  muaff  plots  ...  Rs.  489 

»          gardens...             ...  ...  „  398 

„          well-leases             ...  ...  „  1,329 

Zaildar's  allowances ...             ...  ...  „  2,066 

Aid  LambardaYs  allowances     ...  ...  „  Ii342 

Realisable  as  land-revenue  ...  11  2,031099 

Total      ...  2,08,723 

The  amended  assessment  rates  may  be  taken  as  follows,  applied 
to  the  areas  recorded  at  Settlement  as  cultivated  and  irrigated. 

Area  in  acres.  Rate  per  acre.  Jama. 

Rs.  Rs.  Rs. 

Chahi  (including  irrigable)   ...    14,313          2-2  30415 
Dahrf 


Chiknot             ...  ...     4,047  V  1-6  1,59.722 

Narmot  ...  ...  1,12,057  J 

Magda              ...  ...    13,275  1-2  14,934 

Bhur  ...            ...  ...     7,251  0-8  3,625 

Total  ...  1,51,000  2,08,696 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    ioi  ) 


This  is  a  sufficiently  close  approximation  to  the  actual  jama  of 
Rs.  2,08,723.  (The  detail  of  Barani  areas  is  not  quite  exact,  but  very 
nearly  so;. 

The  area  under  cultivation  which  was  returned  at  Settlement  as 

Reduction  of  resources.  ,  1  ■       ■  •  ^  rife 

to  be  only  1,42,494,  and   this  year  (1882-83) 
1,45,144  acres,  so  that  4  per  cent  is  out  of  cultivation.  Probably, 
however,    the    area    returned    at    Settlement     was  somewhat 
over-estimated,  and  the  land  out  of  cultivation  is  mostly  inferior  soil, 
as  that  the  actual  decrease   in   productive   power   due   to  land 
falling    wholly    out     of    cultivation     is    not    so    much  as 
4  per  cent. ;  while  on  the  other  hand  the  decrease  in   production  is 
much  more  than  this,  for  in  many  villages  owing  to  the  want  of 
men   and  cattle  the  cultivation  is  much  less  careful  and  thorough 
than  before.    Again  the  area  actually  irrigated  from  wells,  which  at 
Settlement  was  8,096  acres,  was  only  5,875  acres  last  year  and  5,057 
this  year  (1882-83),  a  decrease  of  3,039  or  37  per  cent.    Much  of  this 
decrease  is  due  to  the  introduction  of  canal-irrigation  which  has 
greatly  supplanted  well-irrigation,  but  much  of  it  is  also  due  to  the 
loss  of  men  and  cattle  required  to  work  the  wells.    In  villages  near 
the  canal  too,  all  the  kachchd  wells  and  some  of  the  pakka  wells  have 
owing  to  the  rise  in  the  water-level  fallen  in  and  become  useless.  (See 
also  Mathra  Settlement  Report  p.  13).    In  many  villages  Mr.  Chan- 
ning  made  some  allowance  for  this  effect  of  the  canal  and  assessed 
land  irrigated  from  kachchd  wells  at  dry  rates,  and  this  is  chiefly  the 
reason  why  I  have  shown  only  13,728  acres  as  assessed  atchdhi  rates, 
while  the  printed  Statement  E  shows  14,313.    Again,  the  population 
of  the  tract,  which  in  1868  was  1,14,189,  was  in  188 1  only  1,07,154, 
and  is  now  returned  at  1,00,225  ;  but  for  the  reasons  given  in  §  6  it 
is  probably  much  the  same  now  as  in  188 1.    The  decrease  of  6  per 
cent,  between  1868  and  1881  was,  no  doubt,  almost  wholly  due  to 
the  fever  epidemic  of  1878  and  1879,  which  raged  with  great  vehe- 
mence in  this  tract,  aud  in  many  villages  carried  off  nearly  a 
fourth  of  the  inhabitants.    Plough-cattle  which  at  Settlement  were 
returned  at  18,300  are  now  given  at  12463,  a  falling-off  of  one-third, 
and  after  making  full  allowance  for  over-estimate  then  and  con- 
cealment now,  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  great  decrease  in  the 
number  of  plough-cattle  has  taken  place.     The  present  number 
gives  a  pair  of  bullocks  to  every  23  acres,  while  at  Settlement  there 
was  a  pair  of  bullocks  to  every  16  acres  ;  in  Kosi  (Mathra  Report, 
p.  233)  the  area  cultivated  per  plough  is  17  acres  ;  so  that  the 
number  now  in  the  tract  is  not  nearly  up  to  the  number  required 
to  keep  up  the  normal  standard  of  cultivation  over  so  large  an  area. 
Since  Settlement  2,379  acres  or  i|  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  has 
changed  hands  by  sale,  and  while  at  measurements  about  1874  only 
3  603  acres  or  little  more  than  2  per  cent,  of  the  area  were  returned 
as  under  mortgage,  now  the  area  under  mortgage  is  returned  as 
20,106  acres  or  13  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  ;  13,252  acres 
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or  9  per  cent,  of  the  total  area  being  actually  recorded  in  the  revenue 
papers  as  under  mortgage  and  the  rest  privately  mortgaged  ;  about 
oiie-half  of  the  mortgaged  area  however  19,635  acres)  is  mortgaged 
to  members  of  the  same  village  proprietary  body.  Still  it  is  sufficiently 
serious  that  10,471  acres  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  whole  cultivated  area 
of  the  tract  should  be  mortgaged  to  outsiders.  On  the  other  hand 
canal-irrigation  has  greatly  developed  during  the  last  six  years. 
Last  year  VI&81-82)  23,517  acres  and  this  year  24,373  acres  or  about 
16  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  were  irrigated  from  the  Agra 
Canal,  and  this  has  been  a  great  help  to  the  villages  in  saving  them  from 
the  effects  of  the  drought,  and  enabling  them  to  pay  their  enhanced 
assessments  in  the  bad  seasons.  It  is  to  be  feared,  however,  that  some 
part  of  the  great  mortality  from  fever  which  affected  the  tract  in 
1878-79  was  due  to  the  introduction  of  the  canal  into  a  tract  hitherto 
very  dry,  and  as  already  observed,  in  many  villages  the  canal  has,  by 
raising  the  water-level,  caused  the  wells  to  fall  in.  The  Deputy 
Commissioner  and  I  have  taken  into  consideration  all  these  facts  as 
they  are  shown  in  individual  villages,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  in- 
crease in  those  villages  in  which  the  rise  of  assessment  was  great  and 
sudden,  and  the  appearance  of  the  villages,  many  of  which,  such 
as  the  Jat  village  of  Bhiduki,  the  Pathan  village  of  Seoli,  and  the 
Mughal  village  of  Khajurka,  present  a  lamentably  ruined  and  desert- 
ed appearance,  and  have  proposed  and  announced  reductions  of 
assessment  for  a  period  of  seven  years  in  66  of  the  138  villages  of  the 
tract.  If  no  such  temporary  reductions  had  been  given  the  amount 
on  the  land-revenue  roll  for  1883-84  would  have  been  Rs.  2,03,099 
(See  appendix  II)  ;  the  reductions  granted  would  amount  to 
Rs.  16,039,  DUt  of  this  Rs.  1,589  will  be  realised  from  outsider  mort- 
gagees and  the  actual  reduction  is  only  Rs.  14,450  or  7  per  cent 
This  temporary  reduction,  combined  with  the  permanent  reduction 
of  17  percent,  reduces  the  revenue-roll  from  Rs.  2,06,612  in  1882-83 
to  Rs.  1,88,649  in  1883-84,  a  reduction  of  Rs.  17,963  or  8$  per  cent. 
We  have  also  recommended  remissions  for  kharif  1882  amounting  to 
Rs.  18,798  or  9  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 

(2.)    (See  §§  125,  148,157).    Of  the  12  villages  in  Chak  Khadar 
.  the  jama  of  last  Settlement  was  Rs.  8,906,  the 

K™ar!  P,,lw*,'  Chsk    sanctioned  revenue-rates  gave  Rs.  13,072,  and  the 

actual  total  assessment  of  1 882-83  was  Rs.  12,029, 
an  increase  of  35  per  cent,  on  the  former  assessment  (the  differences 
from  the  figures  in  Statement  E  are  due  chiefly  to  alluvion  and 
diluvion). 

The  sanctioned  rates  were— Chahi  Rs.  2-8  per  acre 

Unirrigated         1-6  per  acre. 

The  Chahi  area  is  little  more  than  one-seventh  of  the  whole,  so 
that  the  unirrigated  rate  is  the  important  one.  The  comparison  with 
the  assessment  rates  on  the  similar  Khadar  lands  to  the  north  (Delhi 


Digitized  by  Google 


(  ) 

Settlement  Report,  §  228)  and  south  (Mathra  Report  p  236)  is  as 
follows  : — 


Palwal. 

Ballabgarh. 

Kost 

Soil. 

Rs. 

Soil. 

Rs. 

Soil. 

Rs. 

ChAM 

Unirrigatcd  ... 

2  8 
1  6 

Chahf 

Loam  ... 
Bhur 

2  12 

i  6 
0  14 

Rest  outlying  lands 
Ordinary  outlying  lands... 
Bhur 

2  8 
2  0 
1  0 

The  rates  then  are  not  higher  than  in  the  two  neighbouring 
districts.  Turning  to  the  evidence  given  by  rents  we  find  that  in  8 
of  the  12  villages  in  1881-82,  1,925  acres  held  by  cash-paying  tenants- 
at-will,  or  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  total  cultivated  area,  paid  rents 
averaging  Rs.  3*3  per  acre,  half  of  which  would  be  Re.  1-9  against  the 
average  incident  of  revenue  on  cultivation  at  Settlement  of  Rs.  1-7. 
Here  too  we  find  proof  that  rents  have  risen,  for  in  four  villages  at 
Settlement  the  average  rent-rate  was  Rs.  2-8  per  acre  and  now  in  those 
same  villages  it  is  Rs.  2-15.  In  6  of  the  12  villages  the  average  rent-rate 
is  more  than  double  the  incidence  of  the  revenue  on  the  cultivation 
at  Settlement.  So  far  then  the  rates  seem  decidedly  light  But  the 
area  assessed  as  irrigable  from  wells  was  1,191  acres,  while  the  area 
actually  irrigated  was  at  Settlement  measurements  only  1,047  acres, 
last  year  595,  and  this  year  554  acres,  and  again  the  area  assessed  as 
cultivated  was  8,379  acres,  while  last  year  only  6,874  acres,  and  this 
year  6,907  acres  were  cultivated.  Much  of  this  falling  off  is  no  doubt 
due  to  temporary  causes,  such  as  a  failure  of  the  Jamna  floods,  but 
probably  the  areas  assessed  were  above  the  average  areas  irrigated 
and  cultivated,  and  possibly  the  Jamna  floods  have  been  permanently 
reduced  by  the  opening  of  the  Aj>ra  Canal.  Again,  all  the  Khadar 
cultivated  land  was  classified  as  narntot  though  some  of  it  is  bhur 
of  an  inferior  quality,  and  yet  it  must  be  noted  that  even  such  bhur 
when  inundated  produces  fair  crops.  If  an  allowance  for  these  facts 
be  made  by  reducing  for  excess  estimate  of  Chahi  300  acres  at  R  1-2 
and  for  excess  estimate  of  cultivation  500  acres  at  Re.  1-6,  this  re- 
duces the  revenue-rate  estimate  by  Rs.  1,025  from  Rs.  13,072  to 
Rs.  12,047,  while  the  actual  jamais  Rs.  12,029.  There  are  also 
3,244  acres  of  culturable  laud  left  unassessed.  So  that  even  making 
a  liberal  allowance  for  over-estimates,  the  circle  as  a  whole  would 
seem  to  be  lightly  assessed,  especially  considering  the  prevalent  high 
cash-rents.  In  four  villages  however,  in  which  the  increase  of  assess- 
ment was  great  or  there  seemed  doubt  as  to  whether  the  resources 
had  not  been  over-estimated,  we  have  granted  reductions  of  jama  for 
Settlement  amounting  to  Rs.  786,  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  total  assess- 
ment, which  is  thus  reduced  from  Rs.  12,029  to  Rs.  11,240.  The 
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revenue-rates  may  now  be  considered  to  be  as  follows  on  the  areas 
returned  at  Settlement. 

Chahf  ...    1,191  acres  @  Rs.  2-0    =    Rs.  2,382 

Unirrigated     ...    7,188     „     „    „    1-4    =     „  8,985 

Total    Rs.  11,367 

which  gives  a  sufficiently  approximate  result 

The  tract  has  suffered  greatly  since  Settlement  ;  cultivation  has 

Ch  lcKhidar-temDOrarv     fa,len  °ff  fr°m  8,379  aCrCS  t0  6'874    last  year 

relief  a,l(^  6,907  this  year,  a  decrease  of  1 8  per  cent. ; 

actual  irrigation  has  fallen  off  from  1,047 
acres  to  595  and  554  or  little  more  than  half  what  it  was  eight  years 
ago;  population  from  6,295  in  1868  to  5,847  in  1881  and  5,736  now, 
and  plough-cattle  from  1,574  to  1,054  or  by  one-third;  while  29 
acres  have  been  sold,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement 
amounted  to  675  acres,  or  8  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  now 
amounts  to  2,168  acres  or  26  per  cent,  of  the  area.  Almost  all  this 
mortgage  is  recorded  in  the  revenue  papers,  and  nearly  two-thirds  of 
It  is  in  the  hands  of  men  who  are  not  members  of  the  village  pro- 
prietary body.  In  the  eight  villages  in  which  these  signs  of  reduc- 
tion of  resources  are  most  marked,  or  the  increase  of  jama  was  greatest 
we  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  which  would  have  amouuted 
to  Rs.  1,142,  but  of  this  Rs.  178  is  due  from  mortgagees,  and  the 
actual  reduction  of  the  revenue-roll,  including  the  permanent  re- 
ductions, is  from  Rs.  11,770  in  1882-83  to  '0»°37  m  1883-84,  that 
is,  by  Rs.  1,733  or  15  percent.  The  remissions  proposed  for  kharif 
1882  amount  to  Rs.  347. 

(3)    (See  §  §  124,150,158).  There  are  15  villages  in  Chak  Khadar 

Bangar  ;    their    former    assessment  was 

Smrm&kn!1^  Rs-  22»837» the  sanctioned  rates  would  have 
p*nn  given  Rs.  30,501,  and  the  actual  assessment 

is  Rs.  30498,  an  increase  of  33  per  cent.  The  rates  here 
applied  were  the  same  as  those  applied  in  the  Bangar  and  Khadar 
circles  and  the  same  comparisons  hold  good  ;  only  here  the 
assessment  is  fully  up  to  the  revenue-rate  estimate.  Turning  to 
the  evidence  given  by  the  rents  we  find  that  in  12  villages  in  1881-82 
7,240  acres  (more  than  a  third  of  the  whole  cultivated  area  of  the 
chak)  paid  cash-rents  aggregating  Rs.  24,285  and  averaging  Rs.  3-6 
per  acre,  half  of  which  would  give  Rs.  1-1 1  per  acre  against  the  inci- 
dence of  Rs.  1-8  per  acre  of  assessment  on  cultivation  at  Settlement. 
Rents  here  too  have  risen  and  the  average  rent  per  acre  in  8  villages 
has  increased  from  Rs.  3-2  at  Settlement  to  Rs.  3-6  in  1881- 
82.  The  Chain  area  was  over  estimated,  for  2,970  acres  were 
assessed  as  irrigable  while  only  1,693  acres  were  actually  ir- 
irrigated  at  Settlement,  1467  last  year,  and  1,392  this  year  ;  the 
cultivated  area  also  may  have  been  over-estimated,  for  20,513  acres 
were  assessed  as  cultivated  while  only  17,485  acres  were  cultivated 
last  year  and  J74°9  this  year.    On  the  other  hand  there  were  2,849 
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acres  of  cultivable  land  left  out  of  the  revenue-rate  estimate,  and 
canal-irrigation  has  developed  so  that  last  year  1,939  acres  were 
irrigated  from  the  canal  and  this  year  1,687  acres  or  a  tenth  of  the 
whole  cultivated  area.  To  sum  up  then,  considering  especially  the 
high  rates  of  rent,  the  higher  rates  of  assessment  in  neighbouring 
districts  and  the  introduction  of  canal-irrigation,  it  seems  that  the 
assessment  of  Chak  Khadar  Bangar  taken  as  a  whole  is  not  too 
severe.  As  however  the  increase  in  some  villages  was  great,  and 
there  seems  reason  for  the  doubt  that  in  some  the  resources  may 
have  been  over-estimated,  we  have  granted  reduction  for  the  term 
of  Settlement  in  8  of  the  15  villages  amounting  to  Rs.  1,261  or  4  per 
cent.,  which  reduces  the  total  assessment  from  Rs.  30,498  to  Rs.  29,237. 
This  latter  sum  may  be  considered  as  falling  at  the  following  revenue- 
rates  on  the  area  returned  at  Settlement 

Chahi  ...            ...  2,970  acres  &  Rs.  2-4  u  Rs.  6,982 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  12.726    „  „  „    1-7  =»  „  18,294 

Magda  ...            ...  2.476     „  „  „     1-2  =  „  2,785 

Bhur    ...            ...  2,409    „  „  „      10  =  .,  1.506 


Total  29,267 

Cultivation  ha9  fallen  off  from  20,513  acres  at  Settlement  to 
.     _    17485  last  year  (1881-82)  and  17469  this 
ora   r^uctions"8*'      vear»  a  decrease  of  15  percent.  Irrigation  from 
emporaryr  .         wei|s  shows  a  decrease  from  1,693  acres  at 

Settlement  to  1467  last  year  and  1,392  this  year,  a  falling  off  of  12  per 
cent.  Population  fell  off  from  16,795  in  1868  to  15,542  in  1881  (now 
returned  at  14,181)  or  by  8  per  cent. ;  plough-cattle  from  2,860  at 
Settlement  to  1,837  now,  or  by  more  than  a  third  ;  719  acres  or  3^  per 
cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  has  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and 
mortgages  which  before  Settlement  were  returned  at  523  acres  are  now 
given  as  2,598  acres  or  13  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area.  Of 
this  2,021  acres  are  recorded  as  mortgaged  in  the  revenue  papers,  and 
more  than  half  of  the  mortgage  is  held  by  outsiders.  On  the  other 
hand  canal-irrigation  has  developed  and  the  area  irrigated  was  1,939 
acres  last  year,  and  1,987  this  year,  or  a  tenth  of  the  cultivated  area. 
In  consideration  of  these  circumstances,  and  of  the  great  increase  in 
some  villages,  we  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  11 
villages  which  would  have  amounted  to  Rs.  2,514  or  9  per  cent,  but 
Rs.  309  of  this  will  be  realised  from  outsider  mortgagees,  and  the 
actual  reduction  in  the  revenue-roll,  including  the  permanent 
reduction,  is  Ks.  3443  or  12  percent  from  Rs.  29,617  in  1882- 
83  to  Rs.  26,174  in  1883-84.  We  have  also  recommended  remissions 
for  kharff  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  1,517  or  5  per  cent  of  a  year's 
jama. 

(4.)  (See  §  §  122, 151,155).  The  former  jama  of  the  21  villages 

forming  Chak  Bhuder  was  Rs.  11,020,  the 

Bhuder11   PalwaI•   Chak     sanctioned  revenue-rates  gave  Rs.  1 2,90 1,  and 

the  actual  total  jama  of  1881-82  is  Rs.  12,973, 

an  increase  of  18  per  cent   The  sanctioned  rates  compare  as  follows 
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with  those  of  the  Zerkohi  Chak  in  Ballabgarh  which  most  nearly 
resembles  this  circle  (Delhi  Settlement  Report,  §  §  224,  228.) 

Palwal  Bhudtr.  Ballabgarh  Zerkohi 

Rs.  Rs. 

Chahi  ...    2-8  Chain  ...  2-12 

Chiknot  Narmot  ...    1-4  Dakar  Rausli     ...  1-6 
Magda  I 

Bhur  0-12  Bhur  ...  0-12 

The  evidence  given  by  rents  is  not  so  strong  in  this  circle  as  in 
those  already  discussed,  because  first,  the  area  paying  cash-rents  is 
not  so  large,  and  secondly,  the  soils  differ  more  in  quality.  In 
4881-82  in  eight  villages  1,258  acres  (about  one-ninth  of  the  total 
cultivated  area)  paid  rents  averaging  Rs.  1- 15  per  acre  against  the 
average  incidence  of  Re.  1-1  and  the  bhur  rate  of  12  annas  which 
applies  to  nearly  half  the  total  area.  Cultivation  was  perhaps  some- 
what over-estimated,  for  while  at  Settlement  12,175  acres  were  re- 
turned as  cultivated,  last  year  (1881-82)  only  11,122  acres  were  cul- 
tivated, and  this  year  10,390,  a  falling  off  of  9  and  16  per  cent, 
respectively.  But  no  doubt  this  decrease  is  in  the  poorest  soils  only, 
and  there  were  1,638  acres  of  cultivable  land  left  out  of  the  revenue- 
•rate  estimate  at  Settlement.  The  Chahi  area  was  over-estimated, 
for  while  1,144  acres  were  assessed  at  the  Chahi  rate  only  649  were 
actually  irrigated  at  Settlement,  571  last  year  and  568  this  year. 
Much  of  the  bhur  land  assessed  at  12  annas  in  this  circle  seems 
very  inferior  and  unable  to  bear  this  assessment  fairly.  In  consi- 
deration of  these  facts  we  have  reduced  for  Settlement  the  jamas 
of  13  of  the  21  villages,  thus  reducing  the  total  jama  of  the  whole 
circle  from  Rs.  12,973  to  Rs.  12,252  by  Rs.  721  or  6  percent  The 
resulting  jama  may  be  considered  as  distributed  by  the  following 
revenue-rates  over  the  areas  returned  at  Settlement. 

Chahi    ...             ...  1,144  acres  @  Rs.  2-2  Rs.  2431 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  2,136    „  M  „  1-4  „  2.670 

Magda  ...             ...  3,741     „  „  „  1  M  3,741 

Bhur     ...             ...  5,154    „  „  „  O-IO  „  3,221 

Total  12,175  12,063 

Cultivation  in  Chak  Bhuder  has  fallen   off  from  12,175  acres 
at   Settlement  to   11,122  last  year  and  10,390 
.r^uBcUonlr~te,np0r'    th's  year,  or  by  16  per  cent.  Irrigation  from  wells 

from  649  acres  to  568  or  by  12  per  cent.  Popu- 
lation from  6,680  in  1868  to  6,124  m  1881  (now  returned  as  5,973), 
or  by  9  per  cent.  Plough-cattle  from  1,152  at  Settlement  to  822,  or  by 
nearly  one-third  ;  23  acres  of  land  have  been  sold  since  Settlement ; 
and  mortgages,  which  before  Settlement  were  returned  as  21  acres, 
now  cover  838  acres  or  7  per  cent  of  the  total  cultivated  area  ; — half 
of  this  mortgage  is  recorded  in  the  revenue  papers  and  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  it  is  in  the  hands  of  outsiders.  We  have  granted  reduc- 
tions for  seven  years  to  15  of  the  21  villages  amounting  to  Rs.  1,328 
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or  II  per  cent,  and  with  the  permanent  reduction,  bringing  the 
revenue-roll  of  Rs.  12,655  *n  1882-83  down  to  Rs.  10,641  in  1883- 
84,  a  reduction  of  Rs.  2,014  or  16  per  cent.  We  also  recommend  a 
remission  for  kharff  1882  of  Rs.  2,299  or  about  one-sixth  of  a  year's 
jama. 

(5.)    The  nine  villages  in  Chak  Dahr{  formerly  paid  a  jama  of 
Us.  17,695.    The  sanctioned  revenue-rates  gave 
Dahri  Rs.  17,567.  and  the  actual  total  assessment  of 

1882-83  was  Rs.  17,634  or  a  small  reduction  on 
the  former  demand.  The  rates  compare  as  follows  with  those  of 
the  adjoining  and  similar  Chak  Dahri  of  Ballabgarh  (Delhi  Settle- 
ment Report,  §  228.) 

PalwaU  Ballabgarh. 

Rs.  Rs. 
Chahi    ...  ...    2-12  Chahi  ...  3 

Pahrf     ...  ...    2-4  Dahrf  ...  2-8 

Chiknot  and  Narmot      1-5  Dakar  and  Rauslf    I- 10 

Magda  ...  ...  1-1 

Bhur     ...  ...    0-13         Bhur  ...  1 

Only  in  two  villages  does  land  pay  cash-rents,  364  acres  pay- 
ing an  average  of  Rs.  2-13  per  acre  against  the  average  incidence 
of  Re.  1-8.  Cultivation  was  perhaps  a  little  over-estimated,  for 
while  at  Settlement  1 1 ,845  acres  were  returned  as  cultivated,  only 
1 1,155  were  cultivated  last  year  and  10,939  this  year.  The  Chahi 
area  was  over-estimated,  for  while  1,855  acres  were  assessed  at  the 
Chahi  rate,  only  1,136  acres  were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  937  last 
year  and  1,087  this  year.  The  Dahri  area  of  1,683  acres  was  per- 
haps over-estimated,  at  all  events  during  the  past  few  years  much  of 
this  has  not  been  regularly  flooded  ;  but  Mr.  Channing  noted  that  the 
Dahri  area  was  not  under-stated.  The  jama  however  was  not  in- 
creased, and  as  compared  with  the  rates  and  the  prevailing  rents  in 
adjoining  circles  the  rates  are  not  too  high  for  such  soils.  We  have 
granted  in  three  villages  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  which 
bring  the  total  assessment  down  from  Rs.  17,634  to  17,270  by 
Rs.  364  or  2  per  cent.  I  should  distribute  this  over  the  areas  re- 
corded at  Settlement  at  the  following  rates  : — 


Chahi  ... 

1,855  acres  @ 

2-8 

Rs. 

4.638 

Dahrf  ...  ••• 

1,683  „ 

H 

2-2 

M 

3,576 

Chiknot  and  Nar- 

mot ...  ... 

2,354  M 

•» 

i-7 

N 

3.384 

Magda 

3.143  n 

M 

1-2 

V 

3.536 

Bhur  ...  ••• 

2.810  „ 

W 

0-12 

M 

2,107 

Total 

11,845 

17,241 

Cultivation  has  fallen  off  from  11,845  acres  at  Settlement  to 

11,155  acres   last  year  (1881-82)   and  10,939 

Ch*V  Dahrf-tempora-     acres    this   year    Qr    by  g  per  cent  Irrjgatjon 

y  r  uc  iom.  from  wells  shows  a  decrease  from  1,136  acres  at 
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Settlement  to  937  la^t  year  and  1 ,087  this  year  or  5  per  cent. ;  popu- 
lation from  8,141  in  1868  to  7,581  in  1881  (now  returned  as  7,270),  or 
7  percent  Plough-cattle  from  1.538  at  Settlement  to  1,277  or  °y  one- 
sixth.  33  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement ;  and  mortgage,  which 
before  Settlement  was  returned  as  158  acres,  is  now  given  as  954 
acres,  or  8  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area,  of  which  805  acres 
are  recorded  as  mortgaged  and  two-thirds  is  held  by  outsiders. 

These  figures  do  not  indicate  such  a  falling-off  in  resources  as 
in  the  other  circles,  and  the  assessment  was  not  increased  in  this 
circle.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  six  villages 
which,  with  the  permanent  reduction,  bring  the  revenue-roll 
from  Rs.  17,231  in  1882-83  down  to  Rs.  15,828  in  1883-84,  a  reduc- 
tion of  Rs.  1403  or  9  per  cent.  We  also  recommend  a  remission  of 
Rs.  1,181  forkharif  1882. 

(6.)    (See§§  165,189,195).  Theformer  jama  of  the  89  villages  in 
.  Chak  Punahana  was  Rs.  56,120,  the  sanctioned 

FuIiW.  Flroipur#  Chak    rates  gave  an  assessment  of  Us.  78,290,  but  the 

actual  total  assessment  of  1882-83  was  only 
Rs.  76,123,  an  increase  of  36  percent,  on  the  former  demand.  The 
circle  greatly  resembles  the  adjoining  Chaks  Bangar  of  Palwal  and 
of  Kosf,  whose  circumstances  and  assessments  have  already  been 
fully  discussed.  The  soils  are  very  similar,  69  per  cent,  of  the 
Punahana  circle  being  narntot  similar  to  that  of  the  Palwal  Bangar 
which  was  assessed  at  Re.  1-6  per  acre,  and  to  the  outlying  loam  of 
the  Kosi  Bangar  assessed  at  Rs.  2  per  acre  ;  and  the  rate  on  this  soil 
here  is  only  Re.  1-4,  partly  in  order  to  make  allowance  for  the  impro- 
vident character  of  the  Meos,  who  own  almost  the  whole  of  the 
tract.  With  such  strong  evidence  as  that  given  in  Palwal  as  to  the 
lightness  of  the  rate  of  Re.  1-6  as  applied  to  such  soils,  it  may  be 
assumed  that  Re.  1-4  is  light  enough  here.  There  is  not  nearly  such 
strong  evidence  given  by  the  rents  in  this  tract,  for  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  land  is  either  cultivated  by  the  owners  themselves,  or 
by  tenants  paying  at  the  same  rate  as  the  owners  only  the  Govern- 
ment demand  on  the  land  they  cultivate.  However,  according  to 
the  patwans'  returns  in  1881-82,  11,384  acres  (or  19  per  cent,  of 
the  cultivated  area  of  the  circle)  held  by  tenants-at-will  in  60  villages 
paid  cash-rents,  amounting  to  lis.  26,330  and  averaging  Rs.  2-5  per 
acre  against  the  average  incidence  of  Re.  1-4  on  cultivation.  The 
incidence  of  the  revenue  is  therefore  little  more  than  half  the  rent- 
rate  as  given  by  these  figures  ;  but  much  of  this  land  pays  rents  deter- 
mined by  custom  and  much  below  a  true  competition  rent,  and  if  due 
allowance  be  made  for  this  and  for  the  fact  that  the  tenants-at-will 
generally  hold  inferior  land,  the  rents  may  be  taken  as  supporting 
the  assessment  as  not  being  above  half-net-assets.  In  28  villages 
the  average  rent-rate  of  the  village  is  at  least  double  the  average 
incidence  of  its  jama  on  cultivation.  However,  here  too  the  well- 
irrigation  was  over-estimated.  The  area  assessed  at  the  Chahi  rate 
was  3,984  acres,  while  at  Settlement  only  894  acres  were  actually 
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Irrigated,  last  year  1,856  acres,  and  this  year  1,788.  The  introduction 
of  the  canal  which  irrigated  2,297  acres  last  year  and  2,414  acres  this 
year  makes  up  somewhat  for  this  deficiency,  but  we  may  on  this 
account  take  off  Rs.  2,500  on  2,000  acres  over-assessed  as  Chahi  at 
Re.  1-4  per  acre,  the  difference  between  the  Chahi  and  Narmot 
Barim  rates.  Cultivation  also  was  perhaps  somewhat  over-estimated, 
for  while  60406  acres  were  assessed  at  Settlement  as  cultivated,  only 
56,035  acres  were  cultivated  last  year  and  57,926  acres  this  year;  1,981 
acres  cultivable  waste  were  left  out  of  account  at  Settlement,  but  we 
may  take  off  2,000  acres  at  the  bhur  rate  of  14  annas  per  acre, 
a  reduction  of  Rs.  1,750.  Striking  on  these  grounds  Rs.  2,500  and 
Rs.  1,750  off  the  revenue-rate  estimate,  we  reduce  it  to  Rs.  74,040, 
while  the  actual  assessment  is  only  Rs.  76,123,  or  less  than  3  per  cent, 
above  the  amended  revenue-rate  estimate.  It  appears  then  that  the 
circle  as  a  whole  can  scarcely  be  called  over-assessed,  but  in  45  of  the 
villages  we  have,  in  consideration  of  the  great  increase  or  of  a  doubt 
as  to  whether  tbe  resources  were  not  over-estimated,  granted  reduc- 
tions amounting  to  Rs.  3,112,  or  4  per  cent.,  thus  reducing  the  total 
assessment  from  Rs.  76,123  to  Rs.  73,011,  or  less  than  the  amended 
estimate.  This  sum  I  would  distribute  as  follows  over  the  area9 
returned  at  Settlement  :— 

Rs. 

Chahi  ...    3,984   acres   @  Rs.  1-12    =  6,972 

Dahrl  ...      568  „     „     1-8     =  858 

Chiknot  and 

Narmot  ...  44,057  »  *  »  1-4  =  55,07» 
Magda  ...  7,870  „  „  „  1-1  =  8,362 
Bhur  ...    3,785      „      „     „    0-8     =  1,892 

Total       ...  60,264  73,149 
Cultivation  in  Chak  Punahana  fell  off  from  60406  acres  at 
chak  PmAhin*  Trmnn    Settlement  to  56.035  last  year,  or  by  7  per 
rary  reductions.  p     cent,  but  this  year  is  returned  at  57,926,  or 

only  4  per  cent,  below  the  area  returned  at 
Settlement.  Population  fell  off  from  45,352  in  1868  to  38,705  in 
1 88 1,  or  by  14  per  cent,  (it  is  now  returned  at  36,772) ;  and  plough- 
cattle  from  7,620  at  Settlement  104,767,  or  by  more  than  a  third  :  71 
acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement ;  and  mortgage,  which  before 
Settlement  was  returned  at  4,761  acres  or  8  per  cent,  of  the  cultiva- 
tion, is  now  returned  at  12,239  acres,  or  20  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated 
area,  two-thirds  of  this  being  recorded  in  the  revenue  papers  and 
two-thirds  being  held  by  outsiders.  On  the  other  hand,  actual  irriga- 
gation  from  wells  has  increased  since  Settlement  from  894  acres 
to   1,856  last  year  and  1,788  this  year,  and  the   Agri  Canal 

irrigated  2,297  acres  last  year  a,ld  2»4!4  acres  tnis  vear>  or  4  per  cent, 
of  the  cultivation.  Remissions  amounting  to  one-fifth  of  a  year's 
jama  were  granted  between  1 877  and  1882.  Allowing  for  all  these 
facts  and  for  the  great  increase  in  some  villages,  we  have  granted  fur- 
ther reductions  for  seven  years  in  56  villages  amounting  to  11  per  cent 
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of  the  assessment,  and  with  the  permanent  reduction  causing  a  decrease 
of  the  revenue-roll  from  Rs.  73,682  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  63,087 
in  1883-84,  ml,  by  Rs.  10,595  or  13  per  cent  We  have  also  re- 
commended remissions  for  kharff  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  16,997, 
or  23  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 


(7.)  (See  $  §  161, 183  and  192.)  The  31  villages  of  Chak  Landohi 
_  formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  47,852,  the  sanc- 

LaldohL  TinzpuXt  Chak   tioned  rates  gave  an  assessment  of  Rs.  53,296, 

and  the  actual  total  assessment  is  Rs,  51,526, 
an  increase  of  8  per  cent.  The  sanctioned  soil  rates  and  the 
average  incidence  are  higher  in  this  Chak  than  in  any  other 
in  the  district,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  enjoys  exceptional 
advantages,  and  fortunately  the  area  paying  cash-rents  is  large 
enough  to  afford  some  evidence  as  to  the  pitch  of  the  assessment. 
In  1881-82,  6,015  acres  or  one-fourth  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of 
the  Chak  were  returned  in  16  villages  as  paying  cash  rents  aggregat- 
ing Rs.  23,548  and  averaging  Rs.  3-15  per  acre,  half  of  which  would 
be  Rs.  2  per  acre,  or  equal  to  the  average  incidence  of  the  assessment 
on  cultivation.  No  doubt  in  a  circle  like  this  where  the  different 
soils  vary  greatly  in  value  average  rates  are  not  such  good  measures 
as  in  circles  like  Chnks  Bangar  and  Punahina  where  so  much 
of  the  soil  is  of  the  same  description,  but  still  the  areas  are  so  large 
that  the  averages  given  may  be  taken  as  approximately  a  fair 
measure  of  the  whole.  One  large  village  Doha,  owned  by  a  single 
non-resident  family  and  assessed  at  Rs.  6,500  (the  circle  rates  gave 
Rs.  6,941),  showed  a  rent-roll  last  year  of  Rs.  11,056,  of  which  more 
than  Rs,  10,000  were  realised,  and  in  this  village  the  average  rent  has 
risen  from  Rs.  2-14  per  acre  at  Settlement  to  Rs.  3-10  last  year.  If 
such  a  large  rent  can  be  levied  in  a  bad  year,  the  jama  cannot  be 
much  above  half  the  average  net  profits.  In  ten  villages  the  average 
rent-rate  is  at  least  double  the  incidence  of  the  assessment  In  the 
adjoining  and  similar  Rimgarh  tahsil  of  the  Alwar  State  the  rent- 
rates  were  found  at  Settlement  to  be  as  follows  {Alwar  Gazetteer, 
p.  187)  per  acre  :— 
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These  figures  halved  will  support  the  sanctioned  revenue-rates 
for  Chak  Landoha ;  and  in  Alwar  the  assessment  is  generally  two- 
thirds  of  the  estimated  rent.  So  far  then  as  the  evidence  regarding 
rents  goes,  it  would  seem  to  show  that  the  assessment  is  not  above 
half-net-assets.  It  is  to  be  noted  too  that  in  14  villages  the  jama 
was  not  increased  by  more  than  5  per  cent  and  that  the  increase  on  the 
whole  Chak  amounted  to  only  8  per  cent.  In  some  respects,  however, 
the  resources  of  the  tract  were  over-  estimated.  Cultivation  was 
assessed  at  25,950  acres,  while  last  year  only  23,348  acres  were  cul- 
tivated and  this  year  23,294.  Some  of  the  bfmr  also  is  too  inferior 
a  soil  to  pay  the  high  rate  of  Re.  1-2  per  acre.  The  Chahi  area  was 
assessed  at  3,112  acres,,  while  only  1,522  acres  were  irrigated  at 
Settlement,  1,142  acres  last  year  and  940  acres  this  year.  Some  of 
the  land  classed  as  dahri  also  (8,147  acres)  is  irrigated  only  in  years 
of  good  flood.  Yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  of  the  falling- 
off  in  cultivation  and  irrigation  is  only  temporary  and  due  to  the  bad 
seasons  and  the  want  of  cattle.  The  area  returned  as  irrigated  is 
1 1  per  cent,  less  than  the  area  so  returned  at  the  previous  Settlement 
(§  §  178,  179),  and  special  care  was  taken  not  to  over-estimate  the 
dahri  lands  of  each  village.  The  ease  with  which  kachcha  wells  can  be 
made  in  a  great  part  of  the  tract  also  increases  greatly  the  value  of 
the  land.   If  we  reduce  the  revenue-rate  estimate  by — 

1,500  acres  chdhi  at  Re.  1  =  Re.  1,50a 
1,000  „     dahri      „         „    0-12  =     „  750 

2,000  „     bh/ir       „  „     1-2    a     „  2,250 

Total  4,500 

we  leave  it  at  Rs.  48,796  or  5  per  cent,  below  the  present  jama.  We 
have  made  allowance  for  possible  over-estimates  in  28  of  the  31 
villages  of  the  circle  and  granted  them  reductions  for  Settlement 
amounting  to  Rs.  3,742  or  7  per  cent,  and  reducing  the  jama  from 
Rs.  51,526  to  Rs.  47,784  or  less  than  the  previous  jama.  This  sum 
I  would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  over  the  soils  returned  at 
Settlement. 

Chahi  3,112  @  Rs.  3-0  per  acre  =  Rs.  9,336 
Dahri    ...    8,147     „     „     2-4  ss     „  18,331 

Chiknot  and 

Narmot    7,243     „     „     1-10     „  ss     „  11,771 

Magda         3,523     „     „      1-6       „  ss     „  4,844 

Bhur  3.900     „     „     O-14     „  =     n  3413 

Total     25,925  Rs.  47.694 

Cultivation  in  Chak  Landoha  has  fallen  off  from  25,950  acres  at 

^ett^ement  t0  23»34**  ^ast  ycar  an<*  23»204 
rary  reductions  "    tms  vear»  a  decrease  of  io  per  cent,  chiefly 

however  in  the  poorer  soils.  Irrigation 
from  wells  has  fallen  off  from  1,522  acres  at  Settlement  to  1,142  last 
year  and  940  this  year,  a  decrease  of  38  per  cent ;  this  decrease 
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is  partly  owing  to  the  loss  of  cattle,  and  partly,  this  year  at  least,  to 
the  favourable  floods  which  made  it  less  necessary  to  use  the  wells. 
Population  fell  off  from  19,858  in  1868  to  16,593  in  1881  (now  re- 
turned at  14,657),  a  decrease  of  16  per  cent.  Plough-cattle  have 
fallen  off  from  3,188  at  Settlement  to  2,003,  or  by  more  than  one- 
third.  (Excluding  Doha  which  is  exceptional)  93  acres  have  been 
sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was 
returned  as  3,942  acres,  or  1 5  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  is  now 
returned  as  7,221  acres  or  29  per  cent,  of  which  four-fifths  is  re- 
corded in  the  revenue  papers,  and  two-thirds  is  in  the  hands  of  out- 
siders. Remissions  have  already  been  granted  amounting  since 
Settlement  to  about  a  third  of  a  year's  jama.  With  regard  to  these 
signs  of  temporary  distress,  we  have  reduced  the  assessment  of  21 
villages  for  seven  years  by  what  would  have  been  lis.  4,022  or  9  per 
cent,  of  the  total,  but  of  this  Rs.  1,024  are  realisable  from  mort- 
gagees and  the  actual  reduction  in  the  revenue-roll  including 
the  permanent  reduction  amounts  to  Rs.  6,680  or  13  per  cent, 
bringing  the  revenue-roll  down  from  Rs.  50,343  in  1882-83  to 
Rs.  43,663  in  1883-84.  We  have  also  proposed  remissions  for  kha- 
rff  1882,  amounting  to  Rs.  6,800,  or  13  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 

I  may  note  here  that  in  April  1879,  after  an  inspection  of  all 
the  villages  of  Chak  Landoha,  I  submitted  a  detailed  report  on  the 
condition  of  the  circle,  and  urged  that  what  was  wanted  was  not 
reduction  for  the  term  of  Settlement,  but  immediate  relief,  and  a 
more  elastic  system  of  collection  of  the  revenue.  I  recommended 
the  remission  of  almost  all  the  balances  then  amounting  to  Rs.  13,706 
or  a  fourth  of  a  year's  revenue,  and  the  reduction  for  five  years  of 
some  jamas  to  the  total  amount  of  Rs.  2,200.  A  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  balances  was  remitted,  but  it  was  not  thought  that 
a  sufficient  case  had  been  made  out  for  reduction  in  Chak  Landohi, 
except  in  one  village  in  which  a  reduction  of  assessment  of  Rs.  60 
was  granted  for  term  of  Settlement.  Some  small  reductions  for  the 
term  of  Settlement  were  similarly  granted  in  other  villages  in  neigh- 
bouring Chaks.  My  report,  which  is  now  in  the  Deputy  Com 
missioner's  Office,  gives  a  full  account  of  the  condition  of  each 
village  in  the  south  of  the  Ffrozpur  valley  in  March  1879,  and  may 
be  useful  as  showing  the  state  of  these  villages  after  two  very  bad 
years.  Except  that  mortgage  has  increased,  the  tract  seems  on  the 
whole  better  off  now  than  it  was  then ;  but  that  was  an  exceptionally 
bad  year. 

(8.)  (See  §§  162,  183,  192.)  The  28  villages  in  ChakMandikheri 
formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  31,500,  the  sanc- 

^!Z^khcFri!0lpU^,         tioned  rates  Save  a  jama  of  Rs>  26'22°.  and  the 

total  assessment  is  Rs.  27,884,  a  reduction  of  11 

per  cent,  reductions  having  been  granted  in  19  of  the  28  villages. 

The  only  difference  between  the  rates  in  this  Chak,  and  those  of  Chak 

Landoha  is  in  the  dahri  rate  which  is  Rs.  2  against  Rs.  2-8  in  Chak 


Digitized  by  Google 


C  ) 

Landoha.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  Mr.  Channing  in  his  Assess- 
ment Report  under-estimated  the  Mandikhera  Chak  as  compared 
with  the  Landoha  Chak,  and  especially  the  dahH;  and  he  himself  In 
his  detailed  village  assessments  assessed  Chak  Landoha  much  below 
rates  and  Chak  Mandikhera  much  above  rates,  thus  practically  eli- 
minating the  distinction  he  had  made.  It  is  true  that  the  original 
Landoha  floods  do  not  often  reach  farther  north  than  Sdkras,  but  the 
Landoha  supplies  only  a  part  of  the  moisture  which  benefits  the 
Mandikhera  villages.  Even  should  none  of  the  Landoha  floods  reach 
so  far,  the  rainfall  of  the  whole  Fi'rozpur  valley,  an  area  of  150  square 
miles,  must  (so  much  of  it  as  docs  not  sink  into  the  ground)  flow 
over  Chak  Mandikhera  on  its  way  to  the  low  country  about  Sangel 
and  Bajhera;  and  as  the  greaterpart  of  Chak  Mandikhera  is  low-lying, 
the  soil  even  when  not  directly  flooded  seems  to  be  kept  moist  by 
percolation  from  the  higher  parts  of  the  valley  and  seldom  to  suffer 
from  drought,  so  that  even  in  these  last  few  years  these  villages  have 
seldom  failed  in  getting  a  crop.  Much  of  the  land  entered  as  bdrdni 
is  a  good  moist  valuable  soil.  Some  of  these  lands  pay  very  high 
rents,  and  about  Nagina  Rs.  8  per  acre  is  a  common  rent,  and  when 
rents  are  taken  in  kind,  as  is  also  usual,  half  the  gross  produce  is  the 
general  rate.  In  1881-82,  2,499  acres  in  23  villages,  or  a  sixth  of 
the  total  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak,  paid  rents  aggregating 
Rs.  15,263  and  averaging  Rs.  6-1  per  acre,  or  more  than  three  times 
the  incidence  of  Re.  1-14  per  acre.  In  this  circle  the  prevalent  soils 
do  not  vary  greatly  in  value  and  an  all-round  average  is  a  good  mea- 
sure of  the  whole.  In  22  villages  the  average  rent  is  more  than 
double  the  incidence,  and  in  12  it  is  more  than  three  times  the  inci- 
dence. Cultivation  was  hardly  over-estimated,  for  14,811  acres  only 
were  assessed  as  cultivated,  while  14,534  acres  were  cultivated  last 
year  and  14,469  acres  this  year.  The  Chahi  area  was  over-estimated, 
for  the  area  assessed  was  936  acres,  while  the  area  actually  irrigated 
was  61 1  acres  at  Settlement,  579  acres  last  year  and  488  acres  this 
year ;  the  rate  on  Chahi  too  seems  high.  But  the  evidence  of  the 
rents  seems  strong  enough  to  show  that  the  assessment  of  the  tract 
as  a  whole  might  perhaps  have  been  fairly  left  as  it  was  instead  of 
being  reduced  1 1  per  cent  In  ten  villages,  however,  in  which  the 
jama  seemed  to  have  been  increased  without  good  ground,  or  the 
Chahi  had  been  much  over-estimated,  or  the  incidence  seemed  high 
as  compared  with  neighbouring  villages,  we  have  granted  reductions 
for  the  term  of  Settlement  amounting  to  Rs.  801  or  3  per  cent ,  thus 
reducing  the  total  assessment  from  Rs.  27,884  to  Us.  27,083.  This  sum 
I  would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  over  the  soils  returned  at 
Settlement : — 

Chihi     .„  ...      936  acres  @  Rs.  3-0  ...  Rs.  2,808 

Dahrl     ...  ...  3,546    „  „    „   2-4  ...  „  7,979 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  5,655    „  „   „   1-13  ...  „  10,279 

MagdA  ...  ...  2,824   „  „   „    1-7  ...  „  4.060 

bhur      ...  ...  1,846    ||  „    ||    I-I  ...  „  1,961 

Total         ...  14,807  acres.  Rs.  27,057 

#  9 
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Cultivation  in  Chak  Mandikhera  has  fallen  off  from  14,811  acres 
r,  .    .,,,„.    .      at  Settlement  to  14,534  acres  last  year  and 
tcmCXary^c?onr.f~    M469  acres  this  year,  a  decrease  of  3  per  cent. 

only.  Irrigation  shows  a  decrease  from  611  acres 
at  Settlement  to  579  acres  last  year  and  488  acres  this  year  or  20 
per  cent.  Population  actually  increased  from  13,155  in  1868  to 
13,908  in  188 1  litis  now  returned  at  11,787)  or  5  per  cent.  The 
density  of  population  per  square  mile  of  total  area  is  higher  here 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  district,  being  548,  or  nearly  as  high  as 
that  of  Jalandhar  and  Amritsar,  while  the  density  for  Gurgaon  dis- 
trict is  only  331.  Plough-cattle  are  reported  to  have  fallen  off  from 
2,238  at  Settlement  to  1,339,  or  by  40  per  cent,  but  this  must  be  a 
great  exaggeration.  105  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement  The 
worst  sign  in  this  circle  is  the  mortgages.  Before  Settlement  these 
were  reported  as  amounting  to  3,769  acres  or  a  fourth  of  the 
total  cultivated  area,  now  tliey  cover  6,959  acres  or  nearly  half  the 
whole  area,  almost  all  being  recorded  in  the  revenue  papers,  and 
three-fifths  being  held  by  outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions  for 
seven  years  in  ten  villages,  especially  in  those  showing  large  in- 
creases of  mortgage,  which  with  the  permanent  reductions  reduce 
the  Revenue-roll  from  Us.  27,217  in  1882-83  to  Us.  25.765  in  1883-84 
by  Us.  1,452  or  5  per  cent.  Remissions  have  already  been  granted 
since  Settlement  amounting  to  a  twelfth  of  a  year's  jama,  and  we 
recommend  remissions  for  kharif  1882  amounting  to  Us.  2,124,  or 
8  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 


(9.)    (See  §§  163,  187,  193).    The  23  villages  of  Chak  Chiknot 

formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  23,006,  including 
ChTkiot!   F,rozpur'  Chak    about  Rs.  2,000  on  the  portions  of  Miilthan 

and  Khinpur  Niih  now  under  fluctuating 
assessment,  so  that  Rs.  21,000  may  be  taken  as  the  former  jama  of  the 
area  now  under  fixed  assessment ;  the  sanctioned  rates  gave  Rs.  28,272, 
but  the  actual  assessment  is  only  25,958,  an  increase  of  23  per  cent, 
on  the  former  jama.  Cash  rents  are  not  very  common  in  this  tract, 
but  last  year  in  7  villages  728  acres  or  4  per  cent,  of  the  total  culti- 
vated area  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  3,681  or  Rs.  5  per  acre,  while 
the  average  incidence  of  the  whole  Chak  is  only  Re.  1-7  or  less  than 
one-third  of  the  average  rent,  and  in  each  of  these  seven  villages  the 
average  rent  is  more  than  double  the  average  incidence.  Cultivation 
was  somewhat  over-estimated,  for  the  area  assessed  was  1 7,35 1  acres, 
while  last  year  15429  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year  16,181 
acres.  The  Chahi  area  too  was  over-estimated,  having  been  assessed 
at  334  acres,  while  only  132  acres  were  actually  irrigated  at 
Settlement,  112  last  year  and  108  this  year.  Some  of  the  land 
recorded  as  dahri  has  not  been  flooded  for  the  last  five  years. 
Yet  the  assessment  of  the  circle  as  a  whole  is  so  much  below 
the  revenue-rate  estimate  and  below  half  the  rent-rate  that  it 
can  hardly  be  considered  too  high.  Chak  Chiknot  may  be  divided 
into  two  parts  separated  from    each    other  by   the   Kotla  band 
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(See  §  168).  The  villages  outside  the  band,  t>.,  to  the  south- 
east of  it,  such  as  Marora,  Sukhpurf,  &c,  like  those  of  Chak  Mandf- 
khera,  receive  the  whole  of  the  surplus  waters  of  the  Landoha- 
and  of  the  Firozpur  valley  on  their  way  to  the  low  ground 
about  Sangel,  and  seem  seldom  to  fail  in  getting  sufficient 
moisture  either  from  flood  or  percolation :  while  the  villages  inside 
the  band,  between  it  and  the  Kotla  jhil,  are  prevented  by  the 
band  from  benefiting  by  these  floods,  and  having  only  the  rain- 
fall of  the  limited  area  within  the  band  to  depend  on  are  apt 
to  receive  less  moisture  than  is  necessary  for  the  cultivation 
of  their  hard  soil.  Some  of  the  latter  villages  have  suffered  much  in 
this  way  during  the  past  dry  years.  Arrangements  which  have  lately 
been  made  to  admit  to  their  lands  by  a  canal-head  placed  in  the  Kotla 
band  some  portion  of  the  floods  from  the  south,  may  perhaps  benefit 
them  in  future.  The  sanctioned  rates  are  not  at  all  too  high  for  the 
villages  outside  the  band,  but  some  of  those  inside  the  band  have 
found  their  jamas,  though  much  below  circle-rates,  too  heavy  for  them 
during  the  past  few  years  ;  notably  Gohana,  which  had  broken  down 
altogether.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in  12 
villages  of  the  Chak  amounting  to  Rs.  1,174  or  4  %  per  cent  of  the  total 
assessment  which  is  reduced  from  Rs.  25,958  to  Rs.  24, 784.  This 
sum  I  would  distribute  over   the  Settlement  areas  at  the  following 
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17,3" 
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24,869 

Cultivation  has  fallen  off  from  17,35'  acres  at  Settlement  to 

1 5429  last  year  and  1 6,  1 8 1  this  year,  a  decrease 

reduc^ons       t~t"np0rary    of  1 1  Cent  last  and  7  P*  cent  this 

year.    Irrigation  has  fallen  off  from  132  acres 

at  Settlement  to  112  last  year  and  108  this  year.  Population  slightly 
increased  from  10,564  in  1868  to  10,666  in  1881  (it  is  now  returned  as 
8,558,  but  must  be  much  more,  though  it  probably  has  fallen  off  in 
Gohana  and  other  villages  within  the  band).  Plough-cattle  have  fallen 
off  from  2,197  at  Settlement  to  1,535  or  by  nearly  one-third,  18  acres 
have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  was  returned 
before  Settlement  as  3,753  acres  or  one-fifth  of  the  cultivated  area, 
is  now  given  as  6473  or  more  tnan  a  tmrd  of  the  area,  of  which  five- 
sixths  is  recorded  in  the  revenue  papers  and  nearly  two-thirds  is  in 
the  hands  of  outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years 
to  15  villages  whose  resources  seem  reduced,  amounting  with  the 
permanent  reductions  to  Rs.  3,097  or  12  per  cent,  and  reducing  the 
revenue-roll  from  Rs.  25,375  in  1882-83  to  Rs   22,278  in  1883-84. 
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Remissions  amounting  to  two-thirds  of  a  year's  jama  have  already, 
been  granted  since  Settlement  We  recommend  remissions  for  kharif 
1882  amounting  to  Hs.  5472  or  nearly  a  fifth  of  a  year's  jama. 


(10.)    (See  §  §  164,188,194).    The  58  villages  of  Chak 

Tahdi  FWrmr  ch*w  formerIy  Paid  a  jama  of  Ks-  44438,  the  sanc- 
Bhudtr.  tioned  rates  gave  lis.  49,511,  and  the  total 

assessment  is  Its.  49,042,  an  increase  of  10  per 
cent.  In  1881-82  in  22  villages,  5,186  acres  or  about  one-seventh  of  the 
total  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  12,917  and 
averaging  lis.  2-8  per  acre,  half  of  which  gives  exactly  Re.  1-4,  the 
average  incidence  of  the  assessment  on  the  total  cultivated  area  of  the 
Chak.  In  this  tract,  however,  the  values  of  the  different  soils  vary  so 
much  that  an  average  of  this  sort  is  no  true  measure  of  the  whole  circle  ; 
still  it  is  evidence  so  far  as  it  goes  in  support  of  the  assessment  The  area 
under  cultivation  in  this  circle  was  much  over-estimated  ;  it  was  assessed 
at  38,927  acres,  while  the  area  cultivated  last  year  was  only  32,609,  and 
this  year  31.072  acres,  so  that  6,000  acres  or  16  per  cent,  of  the  total 
area  assessed  as  cultivated  has  been  out  of  cultivation  for  two  years. 
This  consists  chiefly  of  the  poor  sandy  soil  along  both  sides  of  tho 
eastern  range  of  hills,  a  very  inferior  M«'r,  great  tracts  of  which 
are  now  covered  with  high  kdns  and  jhund  grass,  so  that  it  seems 
hardly  worth  cultivating  at  all.  Probably  the  falling  out  of  culti- 
vation of  this  sand  does  not  lessen  greatly  the  produce  of  the  tract, 
but  it  seems  to  have  been  over-assessed  at  14  annas,  as  Mr.  Chan- 
ning  himself  now  admits.  The  bkur  of  the  villages  about  Ulahti 
however  on  the  west  side  of  the  valley  near  the  Kotla  jhil  is  a  very 
productive  lowlying  moist  soil,  though  sandy,  and  can  well  pay  even 
a  higher  rate  than  14  annas.  Besides,  a  good  deal  of  this  6,000 
acres  is  probably  only  temporarily  out  of  cultivation.  The  Chshi 
area  too  was  over-estimated,  for  it  was  assessed  at  3,881  acres,  while 
only  2,104  were  actually  irrigated  at  Settlement,  2.563  last  year 
and  2,080  this  year.  Here  too,  however,  there  are  indications  that 
had  the  loss  in  bullocks  been  less  serious,  a  far  larger  area  would  have 
been  irrigated.  Allowing  for  these  over-estimates  and  for  the  in- 
crease in  some  villages,  we  have  reduced  the  jama  for  the  term  of 
Settlement  in  45  villages  by  Rs.  3,910  or  8  per  cent,  from  Rs.  49,04* 
to  Rs.  45,132,  or  only  Rs.  694  above  the  former  jama. 

> 

This  sum  I  would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  ever  the 
areas  returned  at  Settlement: — 


ChaM            ...  ...  3,881 

Dahrf             ...  2,387 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...  3.750 

Magda           ...  ...  5,609 

( In  the  Ulahta  group  3,337 
Bhur-j 

(.elsewhei«  ...  19*963 


Total  ...  38,917 


acres  O  3-12  =*  Rs.  10,673 

»,     n  2-4  <■  n  5.371 

l»       »•  m  »»  6,094 

M     .1  1-4  =  7  3" 

.»  M  =»  H  3546 

N     m  O-lQ  =  „  12,477 

Rs.  45.171 
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Cultivation  in  Chak  Bhuder  has  fallen  off  from  38,927  acres  at 
Settlement  to  32,609  acres  last  year  and  31,072 

ary  r^uctions~temP°r"    tms  vear»  a  decrease  of  20  per  cent,  but  almost 

the  whole  area  out  of  cultivation  is  inferior 
bhur  and  if  assessed  at  10  annas  represents  only  10  per  cent,  of  the 
revenue-paying  CultiVation  of  the  chak.  Irrigation  from  wells  is  the 
same  this  year  as  at  Settlement  and  last  year  the  irrigated  area  was 
actually  larger.    Population  fell  off  from  33,043  in  186$  to  30,726  in 

1 88 1  (it  is  now  returned  at  27,228)  or  by  7  per  cent  Cattle  have 
fallen  off  from  4,427  at  Settlement  to  2,758  or  by  more  than  a  third, 
for  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which"  be- 
fore Settlement  was  returned  at  3,354  acres  or  9  per  cent  of  the  total 
cultivated  area,  is  now  given  as  8,843  acres  or  nearly  a  fourth  of 
the  whole  cultivated  area,  of  which  three-fourths  is  recorded  in  the 
revenue  papers,  and  nearly  three-fourths  is  held  by  outsiders.  We 
have  granted  further  reductions  for  seven  years  in  36  villages 
amounting  to  9  per  cent  of  the  assessment,  and  with  the  permanent 
reduction  causing  a  decrease  in  the  rent-roll  from  Its.  47,144  in 
1882-83  to  Rs.  39,174  in  1883-84,  i£.%  by  Rs.  7,970  or  17  per  cent 
Remissions  have  already  been  granted  since  Settlement  amounting 
to  nearly  half-a-year's  jama.    We  recommend  remissions  for  kharif 

1882  amounting  to  R».  13,347  or  a  fourth  of  a  year's  jama. 


(n.)    (See  §§  222  and  223).    Fifteen  villages  assessed  in  Chaks 

B&ngar  and  Dahri  of  tahsfl  Nun  were  after- 
Tahsii  iMrojptir— vil-    wards  transferred  to  tahsfl  Ffrozpur  and  may 
Nuh*         OT  be  considered  a  Chak  by  themselves.  Their 

former  jama  was  Rs.  5,841,  the  rates  sanctioned 
for  those  circles  would  have  given  Rs.  9,532  (after  deducting  that 
part  of  Jala! pur  whose  assessment  is  fluctuating)  and  the  total  fixed- 
assessment  is  now  lis.  8,030,  an  increase  of  38  per  cent  Last  year 
(1881-82)  1,152  acres  in  ten  villages  or  more  than  a  seventh  of  the 
total  cultivated  area  paid  cash-rents  averaging  Rs.  2-3  per  acre  or 
more  than  double  the  average  incidence  of  the  Chak  which  is  Re.  I- 1  ; 
as  a  good  deal  of  the  land  paying  rents  is  among  the  worst  in  the 
Chak,  this  evidence  so  far  as  it  goes  supports  the  assessment  In  six 
villages  the  average  rent  is  more  than  double  the  incidence.  Cultivation 
may  have  been  over-estimated,  for  the  area  assessed  was  747  5  acres, 
while  last  year  6,949  acres  only  were  cultivated  and  this  year  6,944. 
The  Chahi  area  was  over-estimated,  for  203  acres  were  assessed  as  Chahi, 
while  only  25  were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  63  last  year  and  77  this 
year.  But  even  if  we  take  off  on  these  accounts'  1 50  acres  Chahi 
@  i-8  =  Ks.  225  and  500  acres  bMir  at  0-10-6  *=  Us.  328,  it  only 
reduces  the  revenue-rate  estimate  to  Rs.  8,979,  while  the  actual  jama 
is  only  Rs.  6,030.  The  rates  however  are  rather  high  and  the  in- 
crease was  great,  and  in  five  villages  whose  resources  seemed  in  some 
respects  to  have  been  over-estimated  we  granted  reductions  for  the 
term  of  Settlement  amounting  to  Rs.  201  or  3  per  cent,  and  reduo- 
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ing  the  total  assessment  from  Rs.  8,030  to  Rs.  7,829.  This  sum  I 
would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  on  the  areas  returned  at  Set- 
tlement 

Chahl     ...  ...      203  acres  @       Re.  1-8     —    Rs.  304 

Dahrf     ...  ...      509   ,,  „\ 

\  1.  1-3  -  h  6.268 
Chiknot  and  Narmot  ..    4,769   ».  »J 

Magda    ...            ...    1,345   „      „  „  0-12  =  „  1,009 

Bhur       ...            ...     649  ,      „  „  0-6  =  „  243 

Total      ...    7,475   "  Rs.  7,824 

In  this  Chak  cultivation  has  fallen  off  from  7475  acres  at  Set- 
tlement to  6,949  ^st  year  and  6,944  this  year. 
Villages    transferred    or  by  y  per  cent    Irrigation  from  wells  has  in- 

reduction1;     temp°rai7    creased  from  25  acres  at  Settlement  to  63  last 

year  and  77  this  year.  Population  fell  off  from 
4,629  in  1868  to  3,744  in  1881,  but  is  now  returned  at  3,962,  a  decrease 
of  14  per  cent  Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off  from  708  to  547,or  by  near- 
ly one-fourth,  six  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage, 
which  before  Settlement  was  returned  at  317  acres  or  4  per  cent  of  the 
cultivated  area  is  now  given  as  1,720  acres  ar  nearly  one-fourth  of  tho 
whole  area  ;  and  of  this  nearly  two-thirds  are  recorded  in  the 
revenue  records  and  two-thirds  are  held  by  outsiders.  The  increase 
of  assessment  in  some  villages  was  great  and  sudden.  In  con- 
sideration of  these  facts  we  have  granted  a  further  reduction  for  seven 
years  in  ten  villages  amounting  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  total  jama  of 
the  Chak,  and  with  the  permanent  reduction,  reduciug  the  revenue- 
roll  from  Rs.  7,852  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  6,885  to  1883-84,  that  is,  by 
Rs.  967  or  12  per  cent  Remissions  have  already  been  granted  since 
Settlement  equal  to  20  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama,  and  we  recommend 
remissions  from  kharif  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  1,750  or  a  fourth  of  a 
year's  jama. 

For  the  whole  tahsfl  of  Firozpur  the  reduction  sanctioned  last  year 
on  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner  Ajudhya  Parshad's  report  amounted 
to  Rs.  5,832  for  the  term  of  Settlement  and  (including  this  )a  reduc- 
tion for  different  short  periods  amounting  to  lis.  27,880.  As  directed 
in  the  general  instructions  we  have  revised  these  proposals  in  the 
direction  of  greater  liberality,  and  the  resulting  reductions  now  recom- 
mended for  the  whole  tahsil  amount  to  Rs.  1 2,940  for  the  term  of 
Settlement  and  (including  this)  to  a  reduction  of  the  revenue-roll  for 
seven  years  by  Rs.  30,761. 

(12)    (See  §  §  198,  217,222).    The  98  villages  of  the  Bangar  of 

tahsil  Nuh  formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  91,373, 
Tahsil  Nuh,  Chak  Bangar.    the  sanctioned  revenue-rates  gave  Rs.  1,06,762, 

and  the  actual  assessment  is  Rs.  1,04,692,  an 
increase  of  29  per  cent  The  circle  is  very  similar  to  the  Bangar  Chak 
of  Palwal  and  the  Punahana  Chak  which  adjoin  it  to  the  east  and 
south  ;  and  indeed  all  three  circles,  with  the  Bangar  Chaks  of  Ballab- 
garh  and  Kosi,  form  one  great  tract  characterised  by  the  prevalence 
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of  the  fertile  loam  here  known  as  narmot.    This  soil  forms  three- 
fourths  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  Nuh  Bangar,  and  the  rate  sanc- 
tioned for  irrigated  narmot  in  this  Chak  is  Re.  1-4  per  acre  against  the 
Re.  1-4  rate  in  Chak  Punahana  and  Re.  1-6  in  the  Palwal  Bangar.  I 
have  already  in  discussing  those  circles  adduced  reasons,  chiefly  founded 
on  the  prevalent  rents  and  on  a  comparison  with  the  rates  in  Ballabgarh 
and  Kosi,  for  believing  that  those  rates  are  not  too  high  for  the  unirriga- 
ted  narmot  of  Palwal  and  Punahana,  and  those  reasons  also  go  to  show 
that  the  rate  of  Re.  1-4  is  not  too  high  for  the  exactly  similar  narmot 
of  the  Nuh  Bangar.    Turning  to  the  Chak  itself  we  find  that  last  year 
in  35  villages  7,315  acres  or  8  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area 
of  the  Chak  paid  rents  aggregating  lis.  14,479  an^  averaging  Rs.  2 
per  acre  against  the  average  incidence  of  He.  1-4.    But  here  also 
much  of  the  land  paying  cash  rents  is  the  inferior  bhur  and  the 
average  rent  of  such  lands  is  no  true  measure  of  the  capabilities  of 
the  tract    Moreover,  many  of  the  rents  are  customary  rents  deter- 
mined only  to  a  small  extent  by  competition,  yet  showing  a  decided 
tendency  to  rise,  for  at  Settlement  (about  1874)  in  25  villages  6,164 
acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  i-ioper  acre,  and  last  year  in  the  same 
villages  6,123  acres  paid  rents  averaging  lis.  2  per  acre.    In  25  villages 
last  year  the  average  rent-rate  was  at  least  double  the  incidence  of  the 
revenue  on  cultivation.    The  rents  thus  give  some  support  to  the 
assessment.    In  12  villages  too,  jamas  higher  than  those  given  by  the 
rates  had  already  been  paid  for  years  without  much  sign  of  over- 
assessment.    In  some  respects  however  the  resources  of  the  Chak 
may  have  been  over-estimated.    Cultivation  was  assessed  at  85,543 
acres,  while  last  year  only  80,193  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year 
only  81,367  ;  on  the  other  hand  the  rate  of  \o\  annas  per  acre  on 
bhur  was  perhaps  low  enough  to  allow  for  some  of  it  falling  now  and 
then  out  of  cultivation.    The  Chahi  area  was  assessed  at  4,335  acres, 
while  only  1408  acres  were  actually  irrigated  at  Settlement,  1,613 
last  year  and  1,606  this  year.    On  the  other  hand  9,974  acres  were 
irrigated  from  the  Agra  Canal  last  year  and  12,145  this  year.  If, 
however,   we  deduct  from  the  revenue-rate  estimate   3,000  acres 
bhur  @  10%   annas  ==  Rs.  1,969,  and  2,000  acres  Chahi  @  Re.  1-8 
=  Rs.   3,000  ,  we   leave  the  rate-estimate  at  Rs.  1,01,793  or  about 
3  per  cent  below  the  present  assessment.    Making  allowances  for 
possible  over-estimates  and  for  great  increases  in  individual  villages, 
we  have  granted  reductions  for  the  term  of  Settlement  in  53  vil- 
lages amounting  to  Rs.  4,191  or  4  per  cent,  and  reducing  the  total 
assessment  from  Rs.  1,04,692  to  Rs.  1,00,501.    This  sum  I  would 
distribute  as  follows  over  the  soils  returned  at  Settlement : — 


Chahi  ... 

... 

4,335 

acres 

@ 

Re 

I-I2 

=   Rs.  7,586 

Dahri  ... 

Ml 

41 

Chiknot 

... 

2  167 

:) 

M 

»> 

1-4 

-    „  80,275 

Narmot 

... 

62.012 

M;igtla  ... 

... 

9,940 

»» 

♦» 

•1 

l-o 

=    ,»  9,94o 

bhur 

... 

7048 

•» 

n 

0-6 

=    „  2,643 

Total 

Ml 

85,543 

Rs.  1,00,444 
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Cultivation  has  fallen  off  from  85,543  acres  at  Settlement  to 

Tflh,u  n„.,  rh9L  iHnonr  80,193  last ?e*T  and  8l. 3*7  this  year,  adecrease 
^^2^™*"-    of    5q  per  cent     Population   fell  off  from 

58,338  in  1868  to  46,452  in  1 88 1,  and    is  now 
returned  as  47,937,  a  decrease  of  18  per  cent  Plough-cattle  have  fallen 
off  from  1 1,255  to  7401  or  by  one-third.    On  the  other  hand  well- 
irrigation  has  increased  from  1408  acres  at  Settlement  to  1,613  acres 
last  year  and  1,606  this  year,  and  the  Agra  Canal  irrigated  9,974 
acres  last  year,  and  this  year  12,145  acres  or  14  per    cent  of  the 
cultivated  area:  214  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mort- 
gage, which  before  Settlement  was  3,756  acres  ar  4  per  cent,  of  the 
area  is  now  returned  as  1 1,601  acres  or  14  per  cent,  almost  all  recorded, 
and  much  more  than  half  in  the  hands  of  outsiders.  The  increase  of 
assessment  was  29  per  cent    This  tract  suffered  very  much  from  the 
fever  epidemic  of  1878  and  1879,  ar|d  last  one-fifth  of  its  population 
between  1868  and  1 88 1,  but  is  now  recovering.  Making  allowance  in  the 
individual  villages  for  all  these  signs  of  weakness,  we  have  granted 
further  reduction  for  seven  years  in  76  villages  amounting  to  10  per 
cent,  of  the  assessment  of  the  Chak  and  with  the  permanent  reduction 
causing  a  decrease  in  the  revenue-roll  from  Its.  1,02,547  in  1882-83  to 
Its.   88,651  in  1883-84,  a   decrease    of   Rs.   1 3,896  or  13$  per  cent 
Remissions  have  already  been  granted  since  Settlement  amount- 
ing to  about  a  sixth  of  a  year's  jama.    We  recommend  remissions 
in  kharff  1882  amonnting  to  Rs.  29,554  or  more  than  a  fourth  of 
a  year's  revenue. 

(13.)    (See  §  §   199,  216,  223).    The  106  villages  of  Chak 

Dahr  formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  97,810;  of 
Tahsil    Nuh,    Chak    this  some  Rs.  5,000  may  be  taken  as  the  jama 

Pahr-permanent  reduc     Qf  ^  ^  under  fluctuatjng  assess. 

ment,  leaving  about  Rs.  93,000  as  the  former  jama 
of  the  area  now  under  fixed  assessment  The  sanctioned  rates  gave 
on  this  area  a  jama  of  Rs.  1,16,097,  and  the  actual  total  assessment  is 
Rs.  1,15,097,  an  increase  of  24  per  cent.  In  this  circle  there  is  very  little 
land  held  by  tenants-at-will  paying  cash-rents,  and  the  rents  paid  are 
to  a  great  extent  customary  rents  only.  Last  year  (1881-82)  in  32 
villages  3,106  acres  or  4  per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak 
paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  7,810  and  averaging  Rs.  2-8  per  acre, 
while  the  average  incidence  on  the  cultivation  of  the  Chak  is  Re.  1-7 
or  little  more  than  half  the  average  rent.  In  ten  villages  the  inci- 
dence is  not  more  than  half  the  rent-rate.  Rents  are  rising,  for  at 
Settlement  in  18  villages  1,535  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Rs.  2  per 
acre  and  last  year  in  the  same  villages  1,641  acres  paid  rents  averag- 
ing Rs.  2-10.  In  this  circle,  however,  there  has'  probably  been  an 
over-estimate  of  the  resources  in  some  respects.  Cultivation  was 
assessed  at  77,144  acres,  while  last  year  only  65429  acres  were  cul- 
tivated and  this  year  67,771  acres.  It  is  probable  too  that,  notwith- 
standing the  care  taken  not  to  over-estimate  the  dahri,  the  area 
assessed  at  dahri  rates  is  greater  than  the  area  flooded  on  an  aver- 
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age  of  years.  The  Ch&hi  area  too  was  assessed  at  2,721  acres,  while 
only  598  acres  were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  1,296  last  year  and  817 
this  year,  but  the  area  is  small  and  the  rate  so  low  that  this  makes 
little  difference  in  the  total  of  the  circle.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
Mr.  Channing's  calculations  seemed  to  justify  rates  of  Rs.  2-2  per 
acre  on  dahri t  Its.  1-8  on  chiknot  and  nannot,  and  He.  012-0  on 
bhtir,  and  he  proposed  these  rates,  but  they  were  reduced  by  the 
Commissioner  to  Us.  2,  Re.  1-6-6  and  He.  0-10-6  respectively;  and 
that  23  villages  had  previously  been  paying  higher  jamas  than  those 
given  by  these  rates.  We  have  made  full  allowance  for  possible  over- 
estimates in  individual  villages  and  have  reduced  the  jama  for  the  term 
of  Settlement  in  99  villages  (including  Its.  1,110  in  the  two  villages 
brought  under  fluctuating  assessment  (see  §  62)  by  Its.  11,861  or 
10  per  cent,  of  the  assessment  of  the  Chak,  which  is  thus  reduced 
from  Rs.  1,15,097  to  Its.  1,03,236.  This  large  reduction  is  due  to  the 
possible  over-estimate  of  the  highly  assessed  dahri  and  to  the  fact 
that  in  the  south  of  the  tract  a  large  area  of  dahri  and  bdrdni  ttarmot 
is  out  of  cultivation,  and  although  Mr.  Channing  assessed  those  vil- 
lages below  rates  (§  223)  perhaps  even  his  reduced  rates  are  too  high 
for  such  bleak  soil,  so  apt  to  surfer  from  want  of  sufficient  moist- 
ure and  to  fall  out  of  cultivation.  This  applies  especially  to  the 
country  within  the  Chandainf  cut  and  the  Kotla  band,  which  prevent 
the  floods  from  passing  over  those  villages  to  the  Kotla  jhfl  and  de- 
prive the  soil  of  its  natural  moisture.  Some  of  the  villages  in  this 
direction,  notably  Mdlab,  Akaira,  Dahana  and  part  of  Ujina  and 
Sangel,  have  suffered  very  much  in  the  late  years  of  drought,  while 
the  lowlying  portions  of  the  two  latter  villages  suffered  from  inun- 
dation in  other  years.  The  reduced  assessment  of  Rs.  1,03,236  I 
would  distribute  by  the  following  rates  over  the  soils  returned  at 
Settlement,  about  5,000  acres  dahri  irrigated  from  bands  and  canal3 
being  assessed  at  bdrdni  rates  (§  216)  : — 

Chahi      ...  ...    2,721  acres  @        Rs  2-0   =  Rs.  5,442 

Dahri  naturally  irri- 
gated ...  ...  21,000  „      „        „    1-12  =   „  36,750 


Chiknot  ...  ...  4,609 

N  arm  at  ...  ...  32.000 


« 


1-5  =  ».  48,048 


Magda    ...  ...    8,177    »      „        »    M    =   »     9- '99 

Bhur      ...  ...    8.769   „      „         „    0-7   m   „  3,836 

Total      ...  77,276  Rs.  1,03.276 

Cultivation  has  fallen  off  from  77,144  acres  at   Settlement  to 
r»,  t.  n  i,  -  .  k  •.  m  u     65429  last  year  and  67,771  this  year,  a  de- 
temporary  reduction.  crease  of  12  per  cent    This  is  a  very  serious 

decrease,  for  in  this  chak,  unlike  most  others,  a 
large  proportion  of  the  land  out  of  cultivation  is  good  soil,  assessed 
at  high  rates.  The  area  irrigated  from  wells  has  increased  from 
598  acres  at  Settlement  to  1,296  last  year  and  817  this  year.  Popu- 
lation fell  off  from  54,521  in  1868  to  49,74$  in  1884  (it  is  now  returned 
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as  46,041),  a  decrease  of  9  per  cent  This  tract,  always  unhealthy, 
suffered  greatly  from  fever  in  1879,  and  seems  also  to  have  lost  a 
number  of  its  population  by  emigration.  Niih  and  some  of  the  vil- 
lages near  it  have  had  their  resources  much  reduced  by  the  loss  of 
the  salt  manufacture  (§  §  211,  305)  which  has  gradually  declined 
of  late  years  and  has  now  been  stopped  altogether,  thus  depriving 
a  large  portion  of  the  population  of  those  villages  of  their  usual 
occupation  and  means  of  livelihood  and  driving  them  to  emigrate. 
Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off  from  10,272  at  Settlement  to  7,194,  a 
decrease  of  nearly  one-third.  Besides  the  whole  villages  of  Khalfl- 
pur  and  Hiranthala  sold  by  the  non-resident  Banya  proprietors, 
704  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement.  Mortgage,  which  before 
Settlement  was  returned  at  12,948  acres  or  17  per  cent,  of  the  culti- 
vated area,  is  now  given  as  19,133  acres  or  one-fourth  of  the  area, 
almost  all  recorded  and  three-fifths  in  the  hands  of  outsiders. 
Making  allowance  for  such  signs  of  distress  and  for  the  great  in- 
crease of  assessment  in  some  villages,  we  have  granted  further  reduc- 
tions for  seven  years  amounting  to  1 1  per  cent,  of  the  assessment, 
and  with  the  permanent  reduction,  bringing  the  revenue-roll  down 
from  Rs.  1,13,013  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  89,908  in  1883-84,  a  decrease  of 
Rs.  23,105  or  20  per  cent.  Remissions  have  already  been  granted 
since  Settlement,  amounting  to  more  than  a  fourth  of  a  year's  jama. 
We  recommend  remissions  for  kharif  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  32,579 
or  more  than  a  fourth  of  a  year's  jama. 

(14.)    (See  §  §  197,  215,  221).    The  84  villages  of  Chak  Taoni 
formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  31,566.    The  sanc- 

TM^cmHnt  iSS?.  tioned  circle"ratcs  Save  Rs-  39789  and  the  actu- 
tions  al    assessment  is  Rs.  38,988,   an  increase  of 

23  per  cent  The  value  of  the  different  soils  in 
this  chak  varies  greatly,  so  that  the  average  rent  is  not  a  good  mea- 
sure of  the  average  value.  Last  year  in  43  villages  4,905  acres  or 
an  eighth  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak  paid  rents  aggregating 
Rs.  8,572  and  averaging  Rs.  I- 12  per  acre,  half  of  which  would  be 
Rs.  0-14,  while  the  average  incidence  is  Rs.  0-15.  In  twelve  villages 
the  average  rent  was  at  least  double  the  incidence.  Rents  are  rising, 
for  at  Settlement  in  23  villages  3,155  acres  paid  rents  averaging 
Re.  1-9,  and  last  year  in  the  same  villages  3,698  acres  paid  rents 
averaging  Re.  1-11.  The  Chain  area  was  over-estimated,  for  3,746 
acres  were  assessed  as  Chihf,  while  only  2450  acres  were  irrigated  at 
Settlement,  2,906  last  year  and  2,764  this  year.  The  cultivated 
area  was  perhaps  over-estimated,  for  the  area  assessed  as  cultivated 
was  40,545  acres,  while  only  38,398  acres  were  cultivated  last  year, 
and  36478  acres  this  year.  Much  of  the  bhur  along  the  hills  is  very 
inferior  and  very  apt  to  fall  out  of  cultivation,  and  perhaps  the  re- 
duction of  the  bhur  rate  made  by  the  Commissioner  from  10  annas 
to  9  annas  was  not  sufficient  to  allow  for  this.  The  dahri  is  mostly 
very  sandy  and  inferior,  but  the  area  is  small  and  the  rate  not  high 
for  dahri.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in 
cases  of  great  increase  or  seeming  over-estimate  of  resources  in  53 
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villages  amounting  to  Rs.  2,091,  or  6  per  cent,  of  the  total  assessment 
which  is  thus  reduced  from  Rs.  38,988  to  Rs.  36,897.  This  sum  I 
would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  over  the  areas  returned  at 
Settlement 

ChaM  ...  ...  ...     3,746  acres      @  Rs.   2-1    -  Rs.  7,726 

Dahri  ...  ...  ...        886    ,,  „     1-8    —    ,,  1,329 

Narmot  ...  ...       812    „         M    ,,     I -a    =    M  913 

Magda  ...  ...    26.299     11  it     O-14  =    „  23,012 

Bhur  ...  ...     8,802    „         11         0-7    -    „  3,851 

Total      ...   40,545  acres  Rs.  36,831 

Cultivation  has  fallen  from  40,545  acres  at  Settlement  to  38,398 

acres  last  year  and  36,478  acres  this  year — a  de- 
nt^  rdicf          emP°"    crease  of  1 1  per  cent;  but  much  of  this  is  in  the 

inferior  bhur  near  the  hill  which  often  is  left 
uncultivated.  Irrigation  from  wells  increased  from  2450  acres  at 
Settlement  to  2,906  last  year  and  2,764  this  year.  Population 
increased  from  23,617  in  1868  to  23,896  in  1881,  and  is  now  re- 
turned at  21,761.  I  am  surprised  that  the  figures  do  not  show  a 
greater  falling  off,  for  many  of  the  villages  seem  half-deserted  ;  but 
in  this  pargana,  as  indeed  in  the  rest  of  the  Meo  country,  the  old 
Meo  villages  used  mostly  to  be  up  on  the  hill  or  just  at  its  foot,  and 
in  the  late  more  peaceful  times,  the  inhabitants  have  gradually  for 
convenience  sake  come  down  and  built  new  villages  in  the  lower 
country  ;  their  deserted  houses  being  built  of  stone  do  not  crumble 
away  at  once,  and  remain  for  years  in  a  half-ruined  state,  thus  giving 
the  old  village  a  dilapidated  and  deserted  appearance.  The  Tioru 
pargani,  too,  is  famous  as  the  most  healthy  part  of  the  district, 
owing  to  its  high  level  and  the  rapidity  with  which  water  drains 
away,  and  probably  it  did  not  lose  so  many  of  its  population  in  the 
•fever  epidemic  as  did  the  more  low-lying  parts  of  the  district. 
Plough-cattle  are  said  to  have  fallen  off  from  6,837  a*  Settlement 
to  3. 175,  or  by  more  than  half,  but  I  think  the  number  at  Settlement 
must  have  been  overstated,  for  it  gives  a  pair  of  bullocks  to  every 
12  acres  of  this  light  easily-worked  soil,  while  the  average  for  the 
district  was  only  a  pair  to  every  17%  acres  of  cultivation.  Still,  no 
doubt,  the  loss  of  cattle  in  1877-78,  when  this  pargand  also  suffered 
from  drought,  must  have  been  very  great,  and  has  not  yet  been  re- 
covered. 213  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage, 
which  before  Settlement  was  2,629  acres  or  over  6  per  cent,  of  the  culti- 
vated area,  is  now  8,055  acres  or  a  fifth  of  the  area,  all  recorded  in 
the  revenue  papers,  and  three-fourths  of  it  in  the  hands  of  outsiders. 
We  have,  in  consideration  of  such  signs  of  distress,  granted  reduc- 
tions for  seven  years  in  52  villages,  amounting  to  8  per  cent,  of  the 
revenue,  and  with  the  permanent  reduction,  bringing  the  revenue- 
roll  down  from  Rs.  37,062  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  32,130  in  1883-84,  by 
Rs-  4<932»  or  per  cent  Remissions  have  already  been  granted 
since  Settlement  amounting  to  a  seventh  of  a  year's  jamd.  We 
recommend  remissions  in  kharff  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  9,154,  or 
nearly  a  fourth  of  a  year's  jaml 
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TaWl  GurgAon, 
SailloL 


The  village  of  Bhnngurf  transferred  from  Palwal  taTisft  stands 
by  itself  in  the  statement.  We  have  reduced  its  jama  from  Rs.  1,032 
to  Rs.  950  for  Settlement,  and  given  a  further  reduction  of  Rs.  146 
for  seven  years. 

(15.)  (See  §  241,  255.)  The  27  villages  of  Chak  Sailam  for- 
merly paid  an  assessment  of  Rs.  19,476,  the 
sanctioned  circle  rates  gave  Rs.  20,917,  and 
the  actual  assessment  is  Rs.  21,941,  an  in- 
crease of  13  per  cent.  The  hillocks  of  this  Chak  are  very  inferior 
b/tur,  while  the  low-lying  tracts  are  generally  good  moist  soil  ;  an 
average  rate  is  therefore  not  a  good  criterion  of  the  pitch  of  the 
revenue.  However,  last  year  4,067  acres  in  19  villages,  or  more  than 
a  fourth  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak,  paid  rents  aggrer 
gating  Rs.  8,782,  and  averaging  Rs.  2-2  per  acre,  while  the  average 
incidence  of  the  revenue  on  cultivation  is  Rs.  1-7,  and  the  rates  ort 
magdd  and  bk&r  are  Rs.  1-4  and  10  annas.  As  much  of  the  land 
paying  rents  is  the  inferior  b/iur,  this  is  evidence  in  support  of  the 
assessments,  as  being  at  least  well  below  net  assets.  The  rents  are 
gradually  rising,  for  at  Settlement  3,642  acres  in  16  villages  paid  rents 
averaging  Rs.  1-15,  and  now  in  the  same  villages  3,824  acres  pay 
rents  averaging  Rs.  2-3. 

This  Chak  borders  on  Chaks  Dahri,  and  perhaps  Zerkohf  of 
Tahsfl  Ballabgarh,  and  its  soils  are  similar  ;  most  of  the  b/tur,  how- 
ever, resembling  the  inferior  b/iur  of  the  Zerkohf  rather  than  the  good 
moist  bhur  of  the  Dahri  chak.  The  rates  sanctioned  in  this  chak, 
and  in  those  similar  chaks,  are  as  follows  : — 


Chak  Sailani, 
Tahsil  Gurgaon. 

Chak  Dahri, 
Tahsil  Ballabgarh. 

■   »  I  =- 

Chak  Zerkohi, 
Tahsil  Ballabgarh. 

SoiL 

Rate 
per  acre. 

Soil. 

Rate 
per  acre. 

SoiL 

Rate 
per  acre. 

Chahf 
Dabri 

Chiknot  and 

Narmot 
Magdi 
Bhtir 

2-12 

1-4  j 
0-10  J 

s 

I-IO 

1-0 

2-12 

2-8 
1-6 

012 

j  Dakar    ...  ) 
(  Rausli    ...  ( 

Bhur 

....«• 

..••a. 

The  rates  are  thus  decidedly  lighter  than  those  sanctioned  for 
Ballabgarh,  and  in  Ballabgarh  the  Settlement  Officer  assessed  both 
these  chaks  above  the  rates  (§  236,  Delhi  Settlement  Report)  as  did 
Mr.  Channing  in  Chak  Sailanf.  However  the  increase  in  those  two 
chaks  of  Ballabgarh  was  only  3  per  cent.,  while  here  it  was  13  per 
cent.  I  have  compared  the  Village-Note-Books  of  the  border  villages 
•of  Dehjf  and  Gurgaon,  and  am  satisfied  that  if  the  Sailanf  villages  had 
been  assessed  on  the  same  rates  and  principles  a>  those  appiied  Jo  U»e 
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Dahri  and  Zerkohi  Chaks  of  Ballabgarh,  their  assessment  would  have 
been  at  least  as  high  as  it  is  now.  The  sanctioned  rates  gave  a  reduc- 
tion in  eight  villages.  The  total  increase  however  is  considerable,  and 
there  are  signs  that  the  resources  of  the  Chak  were  over-estimated. 
The  cultivated  area  was  assessed  at  15,016  acres,  while  last  year  only 
14,1 18  acres  were  cultivated,  and  this  year  13,791.  On  the  other  hand 
the  rate  of  10  annas  per  acre  on  the  large  area  of  bhur  was  perhaps 
low  enough  to  allow  for  some  land  now  and  then  falling  out  of  cul- 
tivation. The  Cbahl  area  was  assessed  at  946  acres,  while  only  528 
acres  were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  676  acres  last  year  and  580  this 
year.  Allowing  for  such  possible  over-estimates  and  for  the  increase 
in  some  cases,  we  have  reduced  the  jamd  of  14  villages  for  the  term 
of  Settlement  by  Rs.  832,  or  4  per  cent  on  the  total  assessment  of  the 
Chak,  which  is  thus  reduced  from  Rs.  21,941  to  Rs.  21,109.  This 
I  would  distribute  over  the  areas  returned  at  Settlement  at  the  follow- 
ing rates ; — 

Chahf  ...  ...  ...      946  acres  @  Rs.  2-12  —  Rs.  2,601 

Dahri  ...  ...  ...    3>6°7  ,,      2~4   ™    >»  8,116 

Chiknot  and  Narmot      ...  ...      619    „      .„      1-8  —    „  929 

Magda  ...  ...  ...    4,929    »       .1     *-5   *"    »  6.469 

Bhur  ...  ...  ...    4,873   „       „     0-10  ■=    „  3,046 

Total  ...  ...  14,974  acres  Rs.  21,161 

Cultivation  was  returned  at  Settlement  as  15,016  acres,  and  was 

only  14,1 18  acres  last  year,  and  13,791  acres 
B^acuout        emp0rary    this  year-a  decrease  of  8  per  cent.  The 

area  irrigated  from  wells  has  increased  from 
528  acres  at  Settlement  to  676  last  year,  and  580  this  year.  Popu- 
lation slightly  increased  from  8,628  in  1868  to  8,962  in  188 1,  and  is 
now  returned  as  8,978.  Plough  cattle  were  returned  at  Settlement  as 
1,594,  and  now  as  1,256 — a  decrease  of  one-fifth.  Since  Settlement 
351  acres  have  been  sold.  Before  Settlement  440  acres 
were  mortgaged  :  now  1,320  acres,  or  9  per  cent  of  the  total  area  are 
mortgaged,  more  than  two-fifths  to  outsiders.  We  have  granted  re- 
ductions in  15  villages  for  seven  years  amounting  to  5  per  cent  of  the 
revenue  of  the  Chak,  and  with  the  permanent  reduction,  reducing  the 
revenue-roll  from  Rs.  2 1,439  in  1882-3  toRs.  19,440  in  1883-84,1^.  by 
Rs.  1,999  or  954  per  cent  Few  remissions  have  yet  been  given  in 
this  Chak.  We  recommend  remissions  for  kharif  1882  amounting  to 
Rs.  1,863  or  9  per  cent,  of  a  year's  revenue  of  the  Chak. 

(16.)    (See  §  242,  256).  The  28  villages  of  Chak  Sohna  formerly 

paid  an  assessment  of  Rs.  14417  ;  the  sanc- 
TJWI   Gurgaon,  Chak    tioned  rates  gave  Rs.  20,051,  and  the  actual 

assessment  is  Rs.  I9,9S5 — an  increase,  of  38 

E;r  cent. ;  the  average  incidence  is  Re.  1  per  acre  of  cultivation, 
ast  year  in  15  villages  3,670  acres,  or  one-sixth  of  the  cultivated 
area  of  the  Chak,  paid  rents  aggregating  R6.  5,662  and  averaging 
Rs.  1-9  per  acre,  while  the  sanctioned  rates  on  magda  and 
bhur  are  Re.  1  and  1 1  annas.    Rents  are  rising,  for  a.t  Settlement 
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in  14  villages  2,888  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-3,  and  now 
in  the  same  villages  3,324  acres  pay  rents  averaging  Rs.  18. 
The  cultivated  area  was  assessed  at  19,052  acres,  and  last  year 
the  area  cultivated  was  18,535  acres  only  and  this  year  17,973.  The 
Chahf  area  was  assessed  at  1,650  acres,  while  the  area  irrigated  at 
Settlement  was  only  973,  last  year  1,228,  and  this  year  1,187  ;  allowing 
for  possible  over-estimates  and  for  the  great  increase  we  have 
granted  reductions  in  eight  villages  amounting  to  Rs.  715  or  4  per 
cent,  and  reducing  the  jama  of  the  Chak  from  Rs.  19,955  to 
Rs.  19,240,  which  I  would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  over  the 
areas  returned  at  Settlement  (assessing  as  Barani  541  acres  then  irri- 
gated from  bands.) 

Ch4hf  ...  1,650  acres  @  Rs.  2-10  =  Rs.  4,331 

Dahrf  ...  741     „     ||  „    1-8    =  „  1,112 

Narmot  ...  538     .,     „  „    1-4    =  „  673 

MagdA  ...  8,194     »»     »»  »»    >*°    =  .»  8,193 

Bhur  ...  7,861     „    „  „  0-10  =  „  4,913 

Total       ...  18,984  acres  Rs.  19,222 

The  large  hill  area  brings  in  some  small  income. 
Cultivation  was  returned    at    Settlement    at    19,052  acres, 
Chak  Sohna-temporary     last  year    it  was   18,535,  and    tnis  year 
reductions.  * 7,97 3,  a  decrease  of   5|  per    cent  The 

area  irrigated  from  wells  has  increased  from  973  acres  at  Settlement  to 
1,228  last  year  and  1,187  this  year.  Population  increased  from  16,338  in 
1868  to  17,113  in  1 88 1,  and  is  now  returned  at  16,721.  Plough-cattle 
have  fallen  off  from  2,293  to  1,972,  a  decrease  of  14  per  cent  Besides 
two  villages  sold  by  comparatively  well-to-do  land-owners,  312  acres 
have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settle- 
ment was  returned  at  262  acres,  is  now  given  as  2,372  acres,  of  which 
however  1,106  acres  have  been  mortgaged  by  a  single  owner.  Omitting 
this,  the  mortgage  is  1,266  acres  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  area,  of  which 
three-fifths  are  held  by  outsiders.  The  RiisinA  band  is  now  kept 
in  repair,  and  the  new  Sohna  band  will  benefit  some  villages.  The 
Chak  as  a  whole  has  not  suffered  much,  but  some  villages  have, 
and  in  some  the  increase  was  very  great  We  have  granted  reduc- 
tions for  seven  years  in  seven  villages  amounting  to  nearly  4  per 
cent,  of  the  revenue  of  the  Chak,  and  with  the  permanent  reduc- 
tion bringing  down  the  revenue-roll  from  Rs.  19,290  in  1882-83 
to  Rs.  18,596  in  1883-84,  Le.,  by  Rs.  1418  or  7  per  cent.  We 
also  recommend  a  remission  for  khanf  1882  of  Rs.  2,257,  or  12 
per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 

(17.)    (See  §  243,  257).  The  22  villages  of  the  Hill  Chak  formerly 

paid  an  assessment  of  Rs.  10,718.    The  sanc- 

Chak  Hill,  Tahsil  Gur-    tione(j  rcvenue  rates  gave    Rs,    13,064,  and 

B*on'  the  actual  assessment  is  Rs.   12,689,  an  in- 

crease of  19  per  cent.  Last  year  cash  rents  were  paid  in  only 
three  villages,  in  which  i,86i  acres,  or  a  ninth  of  the  total  cultivated 
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area  of  the  Chak,  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  2,814  and  averaging 
Rs.  1-8,  half  of  which  is  12  annas,  while  the  average  incidence  is 
13  annas.  The  sanctioned  assessment  rates  compare  as  follows 
with  the  similar  and  adjoining  Koh{  (Hill)  Chaks  in  tahsfls  Bal- 
labgarh  and  Dehli:— 


Chak  Hill,  Gurgaon. 

Chak  Hill,  Ballabcarh. 

Chak  Hill,  Dehli. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Chahi 

Dahri 

Narmot 

Magda 

Bhur 

2-8 

1-12 

i-3  \ 
0-14  / 

O-IO 

• 

•  •  # 

Rausli 
Bhur 

2-8 
2-0 

1-2 

0-10 

•  •  • 
••• 

... 

••• 

*-4 
2-0 

0.15 

0-10 

The  Settlement  Officer  of  Dehli  did  not  nearly  assess  up  to 
his  rates  in  the  Ballabgarh  Kohi,  but  he  did  in  the  Dehli  Kohi,  so 
that  practically  his  rates  in  both  circles  were  about  the  same. 
His  important  rate  is  the  Rausli  rate  which  applies  to  90  per  cent, 
of  the  cultivation  of  the  Ballabgarh  Kohi,  and  practically  to  the 
whole  of  the  Dehli  Kohi.  This  is  evidently  the  same  soil  as  the 
magda  of  the  Gurgaon  Chak  Hill,  which  comprises  one-third  of  the 
total  cultivation,  the  remainder  being  almost  all  bhur.  The  rates 
then  are  not  high  as  compared  with  those  of  Dehli,  and  after  com- 
paring adjoining  villages  I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
Gurgaon  Hill  villages  are  not  assessed  more  highly  than  those  of 
Dehli.  Cultivation  was  possibly  over-estimated  in  this  Chak,  for 
while  the  area  assessed  is  15,955  acres,  the  area  cultivated  last 
year  was  15,362  and  this  year  14,622,  a  decrease  of  8  per  cent.,  but 
it  was  to  be  expected  that  much  of  such  inferior  land  would  fall  out 
of  cultivation  in  a  bad  year.  As  so  large  an  area  is  very  poor 
sandy  soil  much  cut  up  by  ravines,  perhaps  the  rate  of  10  annas 
is  too  high  for  the  bhur  of  this  circle,  even  allowing  for  the  large 
area  of  hill.  The  Chahi  area  was  somewhat  over-estimated,  for 
it  was  assessed  at  700  acres,  while  only  462  were  irrigated  at  Settle- 
ment, 560  last  year  and  518  this  year,  but  the  area  is  small.  Allow- 
ing for  possible  over-estimates  and  for  great  increases  of  jama  we 
have  reduced  the  assessment  of  ten  villages  by  Rs.  496,  or  4  per 
cent  of  the  revenue  of  the  circle,  which  is  thus  reduced  from 
Rs.  12,689  to  Rs.  12,193.  This  sum  I  would  distribute  as  follows 
over  the  soils  returned  at  Settlement : — 


Chain 

... 

700 

acres  @ 

Rs.  »  0 

=  Rs. 

1,400 

Dahrf 

... 

549 

»  »• 

n  1-8 

==  »> 

824 

Narmot 

••• 

20 

!»  »» 

H  0-15 

=  »» 

4.*7° 

Magda 

••• 

4.533 

5.663 

Bhur 

... 

10,068 

»»  !» 

»»  0-9 

—  »» 

Total 

... 

15,870 

Rs. 
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Cultivation  which  at  Settlement  was  returned  as  1 5,955  acres 

was  15,362  last  year  and  14,622  this  year, 
r^uctL.         emP°rar7    a  decrease  of  8  per  cent.    Irrigation  from 

wells  has  increased  from  462  at  Settle- 
ment to  560  last  year  and  518  this  year.  Population  increased 
from  8,353  1 .863  to  9,180  in  1881,  and  is  now  returned 
at  8,563.  Plough-cattle  are  said  to  have  fallen  off  from  1,492 
at  Settlement  to  1,236  a  decrease  of  one-sixth.  1,646  acres 
have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  was  94 
acres  before  Settlement,  is  now  returned  as  748  acres,  or  5  per 
cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak,  almost  the  whole  being 
in  the  hands  of  outsiders.  The  increase  of  assessment  was  great  in 
some  villages.  We  have  granted  further  reductions  for  seven  years 
in  9  villages,  amounting,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  to  Rs.  1,309, 
or  iofc  per  cent,  of  the  revenue-roll  of  the  circle,  which  is  thus 
reduced  from  Rs.  12,321  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  11,012  in  1883-84.  We 
also  recommend  remissions  of  the  kharif  instalment  of  1882  amount- 
ing to  Rs.  2,765  or  a  fifth  of  a  year's  jama. 

( 18.)    (See  §  244,  258.)  The  41  villages  of  Chak  Gurgaon  formerly 
paid  Rs.  35,667,  the  sanctioned  rates  gave  Rs. 
a    urgaon.  36,348,  and  the  actual  assessment  is  Rs.  38,042 

an  increase  of  6  per  cent.  Last  year  in  1 1  villages  4,397  acres  or 
one-seventh  of  the  area  of  the  Chak  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  9,575 
and  averaging  Rs.  2-3  per  acre,  half  of  which  would  be  Rs.  i-24 
while  the  average  incidence  of  the  Chak  is  Rs.  1-4.  Three  villages 
owned  by  a  Banya  family  of  Badshahpur  (Tighra,  Tt'krf  and  Shamspur) 
paid  last  year  rents  aggregating  Rs.  3,376,  while  their  assessment 
is  only  Rs.  1,634,  and  at  sanctioned  rates  would  be  Rs.  1,720.  Rents 
are  rising,  for  at  Settlement  in  four  villages  1,404  acres  paid  rents 
averaging  Rs.  2-1  per  acre,  and  last  year  in  the  same  villages  1,849 
acres  paid  rents  averaging  Rs.  2-2.  In  six  villages  last  year  the 
average  rent  was  at  least  double  the  average  incidence.  Allowing 
for  the  good  land  in  the  hands  of  the  proprietors  themselves,  and 
for  the  low  customary  rents,  these  rents  seem  to  justify  the  assess- 
ment of  the  Chak  as  a  whole.  Chak  Gurgaon  borders  on  the  similar 
Zerkohi  Chak  of  tashfl  Dehli,  and  the  rates  compare  as  follows  :  — 


Chak  Gurgaon. 

Zerkohi,  Delhi. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

1. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

ChaM 

••• 

2-14 

2-12 

Dahn 

1-12 

Rausli 

2-2 

Narmot 
Magda 

... 

1-3.  \ 
1-0  J 

1-2 

Bhiir 

•  •  • 

O-II 

Bhiie 

0-12 
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The  important  rate  is  the  Re.  i  on  magda,  which  applies  to  84 
per  cent,  of  the  Gurgaon  Chak  and  corresponds  to  the  Re.  1-2  rate  on 
the  Delhi  light  raus/i,  which  is  the  same  soil  and  forms  95  per  cent, 
of  the  Zerkohf  Chak.  The  Settlement  Officer  in  Delhi  assessed 
slightly  above  the  sanctioned  rates,  so  that,  although  Mr.  Channing 
went  a  good  deal  above  his  rates  in  assessing,  the  Delhi  assessments 
in  the  Zerkohf  are  at  least  as  high  as  those  of  Chak  Gurgaon,  and 
I  have  satisfied  myself  that  this  is  the  case  by  comparing  the  assess- 
ments of  the  villages  on  both  sides  of  the  border.  In  Chak  Gurgaon 
the  cultivated  area  was  not  over-estimated,  for  the  area  assessed 
was  30,774  acres,  while  last  year  30,926  were  cultivated, 
and  this  year  30,651.  Nor  was  the  Chahf  area  much  over- 
estimated, for  the  area  assessed  was  3,096  acres,  while  at  Set- 
tlement 2,559  acres  were  irrigated,  2,820  last  year  and  2,780  this 
year.  The  Chak  as  a  whole  then  was  not  over-assessed,  indeed 
some  villages  might  perhaps  have  safely  been  assessed  higher,  for 
Re.  I  per  acre  seems  a  low  rate  for  much  of  the  magda,  which  is  a 
light  easily-worked  but  fairly  fertile  soil  not  very  liable  to  suffer 
from  drought.  Mr.  Channing  did  assess  it  generally  about  Re.  1, 
the  increase1  ifi  his  assessments  over  the  circle-rate  estimate  being 
chiefly  in  Gurgaon  itself.  We  have  reduced  the  jama  for  term  of 
Settlement  only  in  6  villages,  in  which  there  seemed  a  possible  over- 
estimate of  resources  or  in  which  damage  had  been  done  by  the 
sand  deposits  of  the  Badshahpur  Nail  The  total  reduction  is  Rs. 
591,  or  \\  per  cent,  of  the  total  assessment  of  the  Chak,  which  is 
reduced  from  Rs.  38,042  to  Rs.  37,451.  This  sum  I  would  distribute 
as  follows  over  the  soils  returned  at  Settlement  (241  acres  dahri 
then  irrigated  from  bands  being  assessed  at  BcLranf  rates). 

Rs.  Rs. 

Chdhf    ...  ...  3,096  acres    @  2-8=  7,740 

Dahri  ...  747    „       @  1-8=  1,120 

Narmot  ...         1,116    ,,  V    ^  _  _ 

Ma«rda  ...        22,84$    If    ®  l'2=*  *6'9S7 

Bhdr  ...        2,996    „       @  0-9=  1,685 

Total  ...       30,800   „  37.502 

Chak  (Wgaon  has  suffered  less  than  most  other  tracts.  Cultiva- 
tion is  kept  up,  for  the  area  cultivated  at  Settle- 

Porar;aLuSsn"tCm*    ment  was  30,774  acres,  while  last  year  30,926  acres 

were  cultivated  and  this  year  30,651.  Irriga- 
tion from  wells  has  increased  from  2,559  at  Settlement  to  2,820  last 
year  and  2,780  this  year.  Population  increased  from  23,098  to 
25.975  in  1881,  and  is  now  returned  as  24,956.  Plough-cattle  are 
said  to  have  fallen  off  from  3,290  at  Settlement  to  2,944,  or  by  11 
per  cent.  714  acres  or  2  per  cent,  of  the  area  have  been  sold 
since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement 
was  455  acres,  is  now  returned  as  1,334  acres,  or  4  per 
cent  of  the  cultivated  area.  In  6  villages  which  seemed  weakened 
we  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  which,  with  the  perma- 

•  10 


s 
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nent  reductions,  cause  a  decrease  in  the  revenue-roll  of  Rs.  1,133 
or  3  per  cent,  reducing  it  from  Rs.  36,661  in  1882-83  t0  R*»  35*528  in 
1883-84.    We  also  recommend  a  remission  of  Rs.  947. 

(19.)    The  nine  villages  of  the  Chak  adjoining  Dahr  formerly 
_  ...  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  11,137,  the  circle-rates 

Chak  adjommg  Dahr.        ^         10.322,  and  the  actual  assessment 

is  Rs.  10.725,  a  decrease  of  4  per  cent,  on  the  former  jama. 
Rents  are  not  common  in  this  circle,  but  the  large  village  of  Harsaru 
is  owned  by  a  non-resident  family  and  cultivated  chiefly  by  tenants- 
at-will  paying  rents  in  cash  or  kind.  Its  former  assessment  was 
Rs.  2,611,  its  present  assessment  Rs.  2,600,  and  at  circle-rates  it 
would  have  been  Rs.  2.697.  The  income  returned  for  1880-81  was 
Rs.  4,664,  and  for  last  year  Rs.  4,894,  although  much  land  is  held  by 
occupancy  tenants,  and  more  than  a  fifth  of  the  area  was  out  of  culti- 
vation. A  large  area  of  DahH  and  Bdrdni  pays  cash  rents  at  the 
rate  of  Rs.  4-13  per  acre  while  the  Dahrl  rate  is  Rs.  2-4.  The 
assessment  then  is  at  least  well  below  net  profits,  and  it  is  a  reduc- 
tion on  the  former  jama.  The  cultivated  area  was  perhaps  somewhat 
over-estimated,  for  it  was  assessed  at  7,526  acres,  while  last  year 
7,067  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year  6,959.  The  Chahi  area 
was  not  much  over-estimated,  for  it  was  assessed  at  570  acres,  and 
the  area  actually  irrigated  was  445  acres  at  Settlement,  426  last  year 
and  512  this  year.  We  have  reduced  the  jama  of  only  one  village 
by  Rs.  106,  thus  reducing  the  assessment  of  the  Chak  from  Rs.  10,725 
to  Rs.  10,619,  and  the  revenue-roll  from  Rs.  10461  in  1882-83  to 
R*.  10,357  »n  1883-84. 

This  sum  I  would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  over  the  areas 
returned  at  Settlement  :— 

Chahl            ...    570  teres  @  Rs.  2-11  =  Rs.  1,568 

Dahri             ...    844    „       „  „    2-4  =  „  1,899 

Narmot           ...    524    „       „  „    1-8  =  „  786 
Magda            ...  4,045  „ 

n  »»    i*5  -—  »»  5'3°9 

Bhiir             ...  1,515    ».      »  »»    o-1*  =  »»  i»»36 

Total     ...  7,498    „  Rs.  10,698 

Cultivation,  returned  at  Settlement  as  7,526  acres,  was  given  last 
year  as  7,067  and  this  year  6,959,  a  decrease  of  7]^  per  cent,  but 
almost  the  whole  of  this  is  in  the  village  of  Harsaru,  above  instanced. 
Irrigation  from  wells  has  increased  from  445  acres  at  Settlement 
and  426  last  year  to  512  this  year.  Population  fell  off  slightly  from 
4.545  in  1868  to  4,323  in  1881,  and  is  now  returned  at  4489. 
Plough-cattle  are  said  to  have  fallen  off  from  849  at  Settlement 
to  703  now,  a  decrease  of  one-sixth.  Five  acres  have  been  sold  since 
Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was  67  acres,  is 
now  returned  as  364  acres,  or  5  per  cent,  of  the  area,  two-thirds 
being  held  by  outsiders.  The  villages  seemed  to  be  doing  fairly,  and 
many  of  them  got  a  reduction  of  jama  at  Settlement  We  thought 
no  temporary  reduction  required,  but  recommend  remissions  amount- 
ing to  Rs.  171  for  kharif  1882. 
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(20.)    (See  §  247,  261.)    The  12  villages  of  Chak  Dahr  or  Chak- 

Najafgarh  Jhfl  formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs. 

GuH&i    ^     TahS"    22-8l3»  of  which  some  Rs-  may  be 

urg  taken  as  the  jama  of  the  1,772  acres  now 

under  fluctuating  assessment,  leaving  some  17,750  as  the  former 

jama  of  the  lands  now  under  fixed  assessment.    The  sanctioned 

circle-rates  gave  on  this  land  Rs.  16,594,  and  the  present  assessment 

is  Rs.  16,703,  a  reduction  of  about  6  per  cent.    Rents  are  commonly 

paid  in  kind,  but  in  one  vilhige  57  acres  Chain'  this  year  paid 

Rs.  324,  averaging  Rs.  5-1 1,  against  the  Chain'  rate  of  Rs.  3  per  acre, 

and  a  considerable  area  of  sugarcane  paid  rents  from  Rs.  1 1  to 

14  per  acre,  against  the  dahri  rate  of  Rs.  2-8,  but  sugarcane  can 

seldom  be  grown  and  on  fluctuating-assessment  lands  pays  a  revenue 

of  Rs.  6  per  acre.    The  other  side  of  the  Najafgarh  Jhil  lies  partly 

in  the  Dehli  and  partly  in  the  Rohtak  District,  and  the  rates  here 

sanctioned  correspond  as  follows  with  those   sanctioned  in  those 

districts : — 


Chak  Dahri,  Tahsil 
Gurgaon. 

Char  Dahri,  Tahsil 
Dehli. 

Chak  Dahri,  Tahsil 
Jhajjar. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Chihf 
Dahri 

Chiknot 
Narmot 

Magdfc 

Bhdr 

3-0 
2-8 

\  - 1 

0-10 

...  . . 

Dakar  ... 
Rausli  ... 

Bhur  ... 

3-0 
2-8 

M 

•  •  •  ■  •  • 

0-12 

Gora 

Dakar  and 
Maty4r 
Rausli  ... 
Bhur  ... 

3-0 

1-8 

1-6 
1-2 

O-It 

If  allowance  be  made  for  the  fact  that  the  rates  sanctioned  gave 
an  increase  of  assessment  in  tahsil  Dehli,  and  a  large  increase  in 
tahsil  Jhajjar,  while  in  Gurgaon  they  gave  a  decrease,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  Gurgaon  rates  are  not  high  as  compared  with  those  of  the 
other  two  districts.  The  cultivated  area  of  Chak  Najafgarh  Jhfl  was 
over-estimated  ;  it  was  assessed  at  9,186  acres,  while  last  year  only 
8,913  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year  8,435  acres.  Some  of  the 
bhur  about  BhuderA  and  Chandu  is  very  inferior,  and  now  seems  almost 
unculturable.  The  Chihf  area  was  over-estimated  at  323  acres,  the 
area  actually  irrigated  at  Settlement  being  188  acres,  last  year  164 
and  this  year  156  acres.  Still,  the  jam*  of  the  circle  was  reduced  by 
Mr.  Channing.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement 
in  six  villages,  where  the  resources  seemed  to  have  been  over-estimat- 
ed or  sand  deposits  had  injured  the  land.  The  reductions  amount  to 
Rs.  475,  or  3  per  cent,  of  the  assessment  of  the  Chak,  and  reduce  its 


(  ) 

ft 

jama  from  Rs.  16,703  to  Rs.  16,228,  which  I  would  distribute  over 
the  soils  as  follows  : — 

Chthi                      ...      323  teres)      Vm  Q              _  _ 

Chiknot  )  .  0  _ 

Narmot  (                         6$+       '»       »    "  "*8                P  *Sl 

Magda                     ...  2,484    „       „    „  1-5    =        „  3,260 

Bhur                      ...  1,535           „    „  0-6    =        „  576 


Total  R«.       ...  9,236    „  16,225 


Cultivation  has  fallen  off  from  9,186  at  Settlement  to  8,913  last 

year  and  8435  this  year,  a  decrease  of  8  per 

reducatLDahr""temp0nU7     cent"  but  this  decrease  is  almost  all  in  the 

inferior  bhur.  Irrigation  from  wells  is  in- 
significant. It  shows  a  decrease  from  188  at  Settlement  to  156  this 
year.  Population  fell  off  from  9,232  in  1868  to  8,469  in  1881  (it  is 
now  returned  at  8,224),  a  decrease  of  8  per  cent  Plough-cattle  are 
said  to  have  fallen  off  from  1,378  to  1,282.  60  acres  have  been  sold 
since  Settlement.  Before  Settlement  44  acres  were  mortgaged  ;  now 
579  acres,  or  6  p*r  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  are  said  to  be  mort- 
gaged, but  only  about  a  quarter  of  this  is  held  by  outsiders.  We  have 
granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  four  villages,  making  with  the 
permanent  reductions  a  decrease  of  Rs.  1,073,  or  6  per  cent,  of 
the  assessment,  and  reducing  the  revenue-roll  from  Rs.  16,375  *n 
1882-83  to  Rs.  15,911  in  1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions 
amounting  to  Rs.  445  for  kharif  1882. 

(21.)    (See  §  245,  259.)     The  26  villages  of  Chak  Farrukhnagar 

formerly  paid  an  assessment  (including  jagfr) 

.il^rXn       ^  of  Rs-  28'305,  the  sanctioned   circle  rates 

gave  Rs.  30,502,  and  the  actual  total  assess- 
ment is  Rs.  31,954,  an  increase  of  13  percent.  Only  a  little  of 
the  inferior  bhur  pays  cash-rents.  Last  year  2,296  acres  in  six  villages 
paid  Rs.  2435,  average  Rs.  1-1,  against  the  bhur  rate  of  9  annas. 
The  areas  may  include  some  better  soils,  and  the  lowness  of 
the  average  rent-rate  makes  it  doubtful  whether  the  bhur  rate  is  not 
too  high.  If  however  the  returns  are  to  be  trusted,  the  case  of 
Farrukhnagar  goes  to  show  that  the  assessment  is  below  half  net 
assets.  The  jama  of  the  town-lands  (which  are  held  in  istamrar) 
would  at  circle  rates  be  Rs.  3,768,  and  the  actual  assessment  is 
Rs.  5,203,  of  which  Rs.  4,365  is  on  the  istamrar  lands  ;  last  year  of  the 
cultivated  area,  which  at  Settlement  was  returned  as  2,756  acres,  only 
1.770  acres  were  cultivated,  and  yet  the  istamrardar's  income  for  that 
year  is  given  as  Rs.  10,554,  °f  which  Rs.  1,436  is  from  grazing  fees  and 
Rs.  4,216  from  cash  rents  and  the  remainder  from  rents  in  kind.  The 
circle  adjoins  the  Dahri  circle  in  the  Jhajjar  tahsH  of  the  Rohtak 
district,  the  revenue  rates  of  which  have  already  been  given.  They 
compare  as  follows  with  the  rates  sanctioned  for  this  circle. 
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Chak  Fabrukhnagar. 

Chak  Dahri  Jhajjar. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Chihf 

2-12 

... ••• ... 

3-0 

Dahri 

1-12 

*-4 

Chiknottnd  Narmot ... 

1-6 

(Gora 

1-8 

Magda 

0-14 

I  Dakar  and  Matyar... 

1-6 

Bhur 

Rausli 

1-2 

0-9 

Bhur  ... 

0-12 

The  Jhajjar  rates  are  thus  all  higher  than  the  Farrukhnagar  rates, 
but  possibly  the  soils  of  the  Jhajjar  Dahri  are  better  than  those  of  the 
Farrukhnagar  Chak  which  are  almost  all  inferior  of  their  kinds,  and 
especially  the  bhur.  Cultivation  was  over-estimated  in  the  Farrukh- 
nagar Chak  at  Settlement,  for  it  was  assessed  at  31,032  acres,  while  last 
year  only  23,123  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year  only  18,889,  but 
much  of  this  enormous  decrease  is  only  temporary  and  owing  to  the 
Unfavourable  rainfall  of  last  year,  and  especially  of  this  year,  which 
did  not  make  it  worth  while  to  cultivate  the  high-lying  bhur.  On  the 
other  hand  the  Chahf  area  was  hardly  over-estimated,  for  it  was 
assessed  at  4,272  acres,  and  the  area  actually  irrigated  was  at 
Settlement  3,776  acres,  last  year  3,413  and  this  year  3,649  acres.  We 
have  reduced  the  jama  of  13  villages,  chiefly  owing  to  the  over- 
estimate of  cultivation,  by  Rs.  1433  or  4  per  cent,  of  the  revenue 
of  the  Chak,  which  is  thus  reduced  from  Rs.  31,954  to  Rs.  30,521. 

This  sum  I  would  distribute  as  follows  : — 


Chain 
Dahri 
Narmot 
Magda 
Bhur 


4,272  acres  @  Rs. 
1,098 


...    389  ) 

...  7.871  J  " 
...    17,306    „  „ 


»» 


2-12 
I-12 

1-0 

0-8 


=  Rs. 


11,748 
1,921 

8,260 

8,653 


Total  ...    30,936   „  Rs.  30,582 

In  the  rate  on  bhur  allowance  is  made  for  the  5,000  acres  of 
culturable  waste  which  provides  against  fallows  and  brings  in 
some  income  from  grazing. 

Cultivation  was  returned  at  Settlement  as  31,032  acres,  last 
„  ...  year  it  was    only  23,123  and  this  year 

£££3%*^"'  .8,889    a  decrease  of  39  P"  cent. 

This  great  falling  off  is  probably  due 
rather  to  the  unfavourable  seasons  than  to  any  great  falling 
off  in  resources.  Irrigation  from  well*  has  decreased  only  from 
3,776  acres  at  Settlement  to  3413  last  year  and  3,649  this  year 
or  by  4  per  cent     Population  fell  off  from  24,182  in  1868 
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to  22,271  in  1 88 1  or  by  8  per  cent. ;  it  is  now  returned  at  20,770. 
The  town  of  Farrukhnagar  lost  a  fifth  of  its  population,  chiefly  by 
fever,  within  the  year  1879.  Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off  from 
2,474  at  Settlement  to  2,310  ;  many  of  these,  however,  are  used  in 
the  salt  manufacture.  1,084  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement, 
or  3  per  cent  of  the  total  cultivated  area.  Before  Settlement  925 
acres  had  been  mortgaged,  now  the  area  mortgaged  is  returned  as 
1.339  acres  or  4  per  cent  of  the  area.  The  Sultanpur  salt  manu- 
facture which  is  still  carried  on  (§  305)  has  helped  several  of  the 
villages  to  maintain  their  position.  But  the  loss  of  their  cultivation 
and  population  has  told  upon  others,  and  remissions  equal  to  about 
two-filths  of  a  year's  jama  have  been  given  since  Settlement  and 
two  villages,  Jauniawas  and  Fazilpur,  have  been  taken  under  direct 
management.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  to  18 
villages  which,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  come  to  Rs.  4,339  or 
16  per  cent,  of  the  khalsa  revenue  and  reduce  the  Revenue-Roll 
from  Rs.  26,933  »n  1882-83  to  Rs.  22,594  in  1S83-84.  We  also  re- 
commend remissions  for  khartf  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  5,142  or 
nearly  a  fifth  of  the  year's  jama. 

(22.)    (See  §§  238,  252).    The  22  villages  of  Chak  Sfhf  formerly 
Oh-tfifhf  hwir,^    paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  13,244,  the  sanctioned 

ChakS>W,  Uhs.l  Gurgaon.     fates  Rg    ^  ^  ^  ^ 

ment  is  Rs.  15,381,  an  increase  of  16  per  cent.  The  rates  are  very 
low,  and  gave  a  reduction  on  the  former  jama  in  six  villages,  but 
perhaps  the  bh&r  rate  of  10  annas  per  acre,  which  applies  to  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  area,  was  not  low  enough  to  allow  for  the 
large  areas  of  this  inferior  soil  which  fall  out  of  cultivation  in  bad 
years  such  as  the  last  two,  when  the  cultivated  area,  which  at 
Settlement  was  assessed  as  17,065  acres,  fell  off  to  14,994  ar,d 
13,693  acres  respectively.  The  culturable  area  left  unassessed  was 
only  792  acres.  The  Chahi  area  was  over-estimated  at  2,040  acres, 
for  at  Settlement  only  1,456  acres  were  irrigated,  last  year  1,500 
and  this  1,547  aces,  but  the  Chahi  rate  is  not  high.  Where  cultiva- 
tion or  irrigation  seemed  to  have  been  over-estimated,  we  have 
granted  reductions  in  14  villages  for  the  term  of  Settlement  aggre- 
gating Rs.  835  or  over  5  per  cent,  of  the  revenue  of  the  circle, 
which  is  thus  reduced  from  Rs.  15,381  to  Rs.  14,546.  This  sum 
I  would  distribute  as  follows  on  the  areas  returned  at  Settlement 


Chihl  ...  ...  ...  2,040  acres     @  Rs.  2-4    =  Rs.  4,590 

Dahri  ...  ...  ...  25    »«  ) 

Narmot  ...  ...  ...  II    „  >  „    „   O-14  =  „  4,188 

ftftffdl  ...  ...  ...  4.750  „  ) 

Bhur  ...  ...  ...  10,216   „       .,    „  0-9    =  „  5,746 


Total       ...    17,042  acres  Rs.  14.524 


Cultivation  was  given  at  Settlement  as  17,065  acres;  last  year  it 

was  14,994  and  this  year  13,693,  a  decrease 
Sihi-temporary     cf  20  per  cent.    Irrigation  from  wells  is  kept 
up;  at  Settlement  it  was  1456  acres,  last  year 
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1,500  and  this  year  1,547.  Population  fell  off  from  8,344  in  1868 
to  8,046  in  1881,  a  decrease  of  4  per  cent.  ;  it  is  now  returned  at  7,183. 
Plough-cattle  are  said  to  have  fallen  off  from  1,556  to  882,  a  loss 
of  one-third  :  310  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mort- 
gage, which  before  Settlement  was  75  acres,  is  now  728  acres  or  4  per 
cent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  almost  all  in  the  hands  of  outsiders. 
We  have  granted  further  reductions  amounting  to  Rs.  2,194  or 
15  per  cent,  of  the  Revenue-Roll,  which  is  thus  reduced  from 
Rs,  14,551  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  13,731  in  1883-84.  We  also  recom- 
mended remissions  for  the  kharff  of  Rs.  4,548  or  nearly  a  third  of 
a  year's  jama. 

(23.)    (See  §§  239,  253).  The  12  villages  of  Chak  Kasan  former- 
.  Vi        .     _       ly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  6,800,  the  sanctioned 
gion  rates  Save  Rs-  9,o65,  and  the  present  assess- 

ment is  8,652,  an  increase  of  27  per  cent. 
The  rates  are  low  on  account  of  the  great  increase.  Little  cultur- 
able  land  was  left  unassessed,  and  cultivation  was  over-estimated 
at  10,665,  for  last  year  only  9,596  acres  were  cultivated  and  this 
year  8,970.  The  Chain  area  was  somewhat  over-estimated  at  423 
acres,  for  only  289  were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  383  last  year  and 
366  this  year.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement 
in  four  villages,  amounting  to  Rs.  427  or  5  per  cent,  of  the  total  as- 
sessment, which  is  reduced  from  Rs.  8,652  to  Rs.  8,225.  This  sum  I 
would  distribute  at  the  following  rates. 

Chatil  ...  ...  ...        423  acres  @  Rs.  2-0    s  Rs.  846 

MajjdA  ...  ...  ...      7.534  »i    0-13  =    „  6,121 

Bhur  ...  ...  ...      2,708    ,,      ,,    ,,    0-74  —    ,,  1,269 


Total       ...      10,665  acres  Rs-  8,236 

Cultivation,  which  at  Settlement  was  10,665  acres,  was  only 

9,596  last  year  and  8,970  this  year,  a  decrease 

reduabnK4San"~temP°rary    of   16   Per  cent    Irrigation   has  increased 

from  289  at  Settlement  to  383  last  year  and 

366  this  year.    Population  fell  off  from  4,658  in  1868  to  4441  in 

188 1,  or  by  5  per  cent.  Plough-cattle  are  said  to  have  fallen  off  from 

619  to  391  or  by  more  than  a  third  :  39  acres  have  been  sold  since 

Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was  53  acres, 

is  now  returned  at  708  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  all  held 

by  outsiders.    We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  seven 

villages  which,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  amount  to  Rs.  1,040  or 

12  per  cent.,  and  reduce  the  Revenue-Roll  from  Rs.  8,356  in  1882-83 

to  7,316  in  1883-84.    We  also  recommend  remissions  for  kharif  1882 

amounting  to  Rs.  3,914  or  nearly  half  a  year's  jama. 

(24.)  (See  §§  240,  254)  The  17  villages  of  Chak  Sahibi  formerly 

paid  a  jama,  (including  jdgir,  of  Rs.  15,233,  the 
^Chak  Sahibi,  tahsil  Gur-    sanctioned  rates  gave   Rs.    17,966,  and  the 
*  n*  actual  assessment  is   Rs.  19,270,  an  increase 

of  26  per  cent.    The  rates  were  very  low,  and  that  Mr.  Ch aiming 
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thought  so  is  evident  from  his  having  assessed  7  per  cent  above 
them.  They  compare  as  follows  with  those  of  the  similar  Jhajjar 
Chak  Dahri  in  Rohtak  district  which  adjoins  this  Chak  on  the  north 
and  west. 

Chak  SihiW  Chak  Dahrf 

Gurgaon  Jhajjar. 
Soil*  Rat*.  Soil.  Rate. 

Chahf  ...    Rs.  2-4  ...  3-0 

Dahrf  ...     „    1-10  ...  2-4 

Chiknot  and 


Narmot 


}Gor4  Dakar  and)    _  * 
•    li*  Matyar  J  ,6 

Magdi  ...     „    1-1  Rausli  1-2 

Bhtir  ...     „    0-9  Bhtir  0-12 

The  Gurgaon  rates  are  thus  in  every  case  much  below  those 
of  Jhajjar. 

Last  year  1,583  acres  or  an  eighth  of  the  area  paid  rents 
aggregating  Rs.  3,338  and  averaging  Rs.  2-2  per  acre,  while  the 
average  incidence  is  Rs.  1-9,  but  much  of  the  land  paying  rents 
is  inferior  6/iiir,  so  that  the  average  rent  is  no  good  index  of  the 
capabilities  of  the  circle.  The  village  of  Siwari  in  this  Chak  is 
held  in  istarnrar.  The  sanctioned  rates  give  a  jama  of  Rs.  1493, 
and  the  actual  assessment  is  Rs.  1,716.  The  istamrardar's  income 
from  rents  in  cash  and  kind  and  grazing  fees  is  returned  as  follows 
for  the  last  three  years :  Rs.  3,181,  Rs.  3,203,  Rs.  3,387,  so  that 
the  revenue-rate  jama  is  well  below  half  net  assets  and  the  actual 
assessment  hardly  above  it. 

Cultivation  was  perhaps  over-estimated  at  12,097,  for  last  year 
only  10,907  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year  10,301.  The  ChaM 
area  was  hardly  over-estimated  at  3,581  acres,  for  at  Settlement 
3,264  acres  were  irrigated,  last  year  3,250,  and  this  year  3444  ;  the 
Chahi  rate  too  was  very  low,  even  allowing  for  the  saltness  of  the 
wells. 

We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in  only 
four  villages  amounting  to  Rs.  397  or  2  per  cent,  and  reducing  the 
assessment  of  the  Chak  from  Rs.  19,270  to  Rs.  18,873.  This  sum 
I  would  distribute  as  follows  over  the  areas. 

Chahf  ...            ...  ...  3,581  acres  @  Rs.  2-8  =  Rs.  8,95a 

Dharf  ...             ...  ...  2,876  „  „     „  1-12=  „  5,033 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...  931  „  „     „  1-4  «-  »  1,164 

Magdi...             ...  ...  2,838  „  „     „  1-1  m  „  3,015 

Bhiir    ...             ...  ...  1,826  „  „     „  0-6  ™  „  685 

Total     ...  ...  12,052   acres  Rs.  18,849 

Cultivation,  returned  at  Settlement  as  1 2,097  acres,  was  10,907 

last  year  and  10,301  this  year,  a  decrease  of 

reciCuaionSihibi~temp0rar7    '4  Per  cent*    Irr'gation  has  increased  from 

3,264  acres  at  Settlement  to  3,250  last  year 
and  3444  this  year.  Population  was  6,009  1868  and  6»OI9  in 
1 88 1  and   is  now  returned  at  5,881.  Plough-cattle  were  given  a 
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1464  at  Settlement  and  1434  now.  395  acres  have  been  sold  since 
Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was  104  acres 
is  now  returned  at  916  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  of 
which  three-fourths  is  held  by  outsiders.  The  increase  of  assessment 
was  26  per  cent  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  nine 
village*,  amounting,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  to  Rs  1,751  or 
11  per  cent,  of  the  Revenue- Roll,  which  is  reduced  from  Rs.  15,941 
in  1881-83  to  Rs.  14,190  in  1883-4.  We  also  recommend  remissions 
for  kharif  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  1,751  or  1 1  per  cent  of  a  year's 
jama. 

(25.)    (See  §§  237,  251).    The  11  villages  now  in  this  circle 

formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  18,716,  the 
gfcn     B      '        GUf*    sanctioned  rates  gave  Rs  22,997  and  the  actual 

assessment  is  Rs.  22,120,  an  increase  of  19  per 
cent.  Cultivation  was  over-estimated  at  16498  acres,  for  last  year 
only  14,136  were  cultivated  and  this  year  12,962.  The  Chain  area 
was  somewhat  over-estimated  at  2,043  acresi  f°r  only  1,598  acres 
were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  1,629"  last  year  and  1,512  this  year. 
We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in  five  villages 
amounting  to  Rs.  872  or  4  per  cent,  of  the  total  assessment,  which 
is  thus  reduced  from  Rs.  22.120  to  Rs.  21,248.  This  sum  I  would 
distribute  as  follows  over  the  areas  given  at  Settlement. 

ChaM  ...            ...  2,043  acres  @  Rs  2-12  =  Rs.  5.618 

Dahri  ...            ...  4,548  „  „  „  J-12  -    „  7,959 

Narmot  ...            ...  35  „\  ,  ft 

MagdA    5,993  .J  M  "  '"°           »  6028 

Bhar  ...            ...  3877  „  „  „  0-7  pi    „  1,696 

Total...  ...  16,496   acres  Rs.  21,301 

Cultivation  at  Settlement  was  returned  as  16498  acres,  last  year 

Chak  Babori-t^mnor^r  11  was  only  M»I5$  and  this  year  12,962,  a 
reductions.    r*~iemPorar7    decrease  of  21  per    cent    Irrigation  from 

wells  increased  from  1,598  acres  at  Settlement 
to  1,629  acres  last  year,  and  this  year  was  1,512  acres.  Population 
fell  off  from  8,918  in  1868  to  7,572  in  1881,  a  decrease  of  15  per 
cent,  and  is  now  returned  at  7,608.  Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off 
from  1,356  at  Settlement  to  1,066,  a  decrease  of  nearly  a  fourth  :  100 
acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement.  Before  Settlement  there  was 
no  mortgage,  and  now  103  acres  are  returned  as  mortgaged.  We 
have  granted  reduction  for  seven  years  in  all  the  villages  amoun- 
ing,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  to  Rs.  2,713  or  13  per  cent  of 
the  Revenue-Roll,  which  is  reduced  from  Rs.  21442  in  1881-82  to 
Rs.  18,729  in  1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions  for  kharif 
1882  amounting  to  Rs.  3,654  or  a  sixth  of  a  year's  jama. 

(26.)    The  15  villages  transferred   from   tahsils  Gurgaon  and 
f  v  -i       *  >  Nun  may  be  taken  as   forming  a  circle  by 

MM&uI   themselves.     With  the  exception  of  four 

which  formed  part  of  the  T£oru  assessment 
circle,  they  all  were  reported  on  as  part  of  Chak  Bahora  in  Gurgaon 
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v.)  Their  former  assessment  was  Rs.  10,774,  the  circle  rates 
gave  Rs.  13486,  and  their  present  assessment  is  Rs.  12,595,  an  in~ 
crease  of  17  per  cent.  One-third  of  the  total  area  is  un irrigated 
bhui\  and  as  a  rule  it  is  this  inferior  soil  which  is  held  by  tenants- 
at-will  paying  cash-rents.  In  1882-83  in  five  villages  534  acres  paid 
rents  aggregating  Rs.  780  or  Re.  1-7  against  the  average  incidence 
of  Re.  1-4,  the  nuigdd  rate  of  Re  1  and  the  bhur  rate  of  10  annas. 
Rents  seem  to  be  increasing,  for  in  three  villages  at  Settlement  551 
acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-2,  and  last  year  in  the  same  vil- 
lages 456  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-9.  Cultivation  was 
perhaps  over-estimated  at  10,256  acres,  for  last  year  only  9,140  acres 
were  cultivated  and  this  year  8,569.  Well-irrigation  was  over-esti- 
mated at  1,971  acres,  for  only  1,777  were  irrigated  at  Settlement, 
1,300  last  year  and  1443  this  year,  but  much  of  the  decrease  last 
year  and  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  large  area  of  Chain  land  in 
two  villages  (Lokr4  and  Mau,  some  450  acres)  was  flooded  by  a 
stream  and  did  not  require  to  be  irrigated  from  the  wells,  so  that 
the  Chain  area  assessed  was  probably  not  much  above  the  average 
area  irrigated  at  Settlement.  The  bhur  in  some  of  these  villages 
is  very  inferior  and  not  often  cultivated.  Allowing  for  these  possible 
over-estimates  and  for  some  injury  done  by  sand-deposits  since 
Settlement,  we  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in 
eight  villages  amounting  to  Rs.  607  or  5  per  cent.,  and  reducing  the 
total  revenue  from  Rs.  12,595  to  Rs.  11,988,  which  may  be  distri- 
buted at  the  following  rates  on  the  areas  returned  at  Settlement : — 

ChaM  ...    1,971  teres  @  Rs.  2-8  =  Rs,  5,174 

Dahri  ...  1,179  »  »»  .»  1-8  =  if  I.768 

Narmot  ...  1  12  „  ) 

M,gda  ...  3,289  „|  »  »  1-0  -  » 

Bhur  ...  3,703  „  „  ff  0-7  =  „     1  62 1 

Total        ...  10,254  tcrc9  Ba.  11,964 

Cultivation  was  returned  as  10,256  acres  at  Settlement,  and  last 

year    only  9,140  acres  were   cultivated  and 

tZSZZ  rJ^"*-    «his  y«r  8,569.  so  that  1 6  per  cent  is  out 

of  cultivation.  The  area  irrigated  from  wells 
has  fallen  off  from  1,777  acres  at  Settlement  to  1,300  last  year 
and  1,443  tms  year»  but  as  already  explained  almost  the  whole  of 
this  decrease  is  due  to  the  Chahi  lands  of  two  villages  having  been 
irrigated  by  floods.  Population  was  4.679  in  1868  and  4,625  in 
1 88 1,  and  is  now  returned  at  4,590.  Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off 
from  946  to  890  or  by  6  per  cent. :  62  acres  have  been  sold  since  Set- 
tlement and  14  mortgaged.  The  worst  feature  here  is  the  large 
area  of  land  which  has  been  out  of  cultivation  for  some  years. 
To  judge  from  their  appearance  too  some  of  the  villages  are  much 
reduced  ;  and  in  some  the  increase  of  assessment  was  considerable . 
We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  eight  villages  amount- 
ing, with  permanent  reductions,  to  Rs.  1,480  or  12  per  cent,  of  the 
Revenue-Roll,  which  is  reduced   from   Rs.  12,336  in   1882-83  to 
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Rs.  10,856  in  1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions  for  kharif 
1882  amounting  to  Rs.  1,864  or  15  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 

(27.)    (See  §§  272,283^.    The  56  villages  of  Chak  Sihibi  for- 
merly  paid   a    jama    (including  jagfr)  of 
S4hib!Sl1    Rew6ri'    Chak    Rs.    61,345,    the    sanctioned    rates  gave 

Rs.  63,194,  and  the  actual  assessment  is 
Rs.  62,671,  an  increase  of  2  per  cent.  Here  too  the  evidence  given 
by  the  average  rent-rate  is  no  good  guide,  as  the  soils  vary  much 
in  value,  and  the  land  paying  cash-rents  is  of  all  descriptions,  but 
seemingly  for  the  most  part  consists  of  the  inferior  soils.  In  1881-82 
in  35  villages  4,798  acres  or  an  eighth  of  the  total  cultivated  area 
of  the  chak  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  9,934  and  averaging  Rs.  2-1 
per  acre  against  the  average  incidence  of  \is.  1-9,  the  Magdd  Bdrdni 
rate  of  Re.  1-2  and  the  bhur  rate  of  \2  annas.  In  seven  villages  the 
average  rent  is  double  the  average  incidence.  Rents  are  rising 
for  at  Settlement  in  14  villages  2,972  acres  paid  rents  averaging, 
Re.  1-6  and  last  year  in  the  same  villages  3,609  acres  paid  rents 
averaging  Re.  1-11.  According  to  the  patwari's  returns  for  the 
villages  of  Bapas,  Turkiawis  and  Jiiitpura,  each  of  which  is  owned 
jointly,  and  therefore  has  a  joint  account  for  the  whole  village,  the 
income  of  the  proprietors  last  year  in  cash  and  kind  amounted  to 
Rs.  6,283,  while  the  jama  of  these  three  villages  is  Rs.  3 .486,  and  at 
circle-rates  would  have  been  Rs.  3,026. 

The  sanctioned  rates  compare  as  follows  with  those  for  the 
similar  and  adjoining  Chak  Dahri  in  the  Jhajjar  tahsil  of  the  Rohtak 
district : — 


Rewari,  Chak  Sahibi. 

Jhajjar  Chak  Dahri. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Ri  At. 

Chahf 
Dahrf 

Chiknot                ...  1 

Narmot                ...  J 

Magda 

Bhur 

3  0 
1  10 

1  8 

1  2 

O  12 

Gora 

Dakar  and            ...  ) 
Matyar                 ..  J 
Rausli 
Bhur 

3  0 

*  4 
1  8 

1  6 

1  2 

0  12 

So  that  the  rates,  with  the  exception  of  that  on  dahrit  are  almost  ex- 
actly the  same. 


Cultivation  was  somewhat  over-estimated  at  Settlement  at 
39,912  acres,  for  only  36,594  acres  were  cultivated  last  year  and  35,030 
this  year,  and  the  rate  of  12  annas  on  the  bhur  is  high.    The  Chahf 
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area  was  hardly  over-estimated  at  10,841  acres,  for  8,720  acres  were 
actually  irrigated  at  Settlement,  9,825  last  year  and  10,016  this  year. 
The  dakri  is  precarious  and  poor,  but  the  rate  of  Re.  1-10  is  low  for 
dahri.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in  15 
villages,  chiefly  on  account  of  injury  done  lately  by  sand-deposits 
brought  down  by  the  Sahibf  and  other  streams,  amounting  to  Rs. 
1,298  or  2  per  cent,  and  reducing  the  total  assessment  from  Rs.  62,671 
to  Rs.  61,373  or  the  same  as  it  stood  before.  This  sum  I  would 
distribute  at  the  following  rates: — 

Chahf  ...    10,841  acres  at  Rs.  3-0  =  Rs.  32,523 

Dahrf  ...  1,191 


Chiknot  ...  556  „  \    „  1-8  =  ,,  7,804 

Narmot  ...  3.448 

Magda  ...  13,119  „  .,  1-3  =  »  HJS9 

Bhiir  ...  10,696  „  „  0-9  =  „  6,016 


Total   ...    39,859  acres  Rs.  61,102 

Cultivation  was  returned  at  Settlement  as  39,912  acres  ;  last 

year  only  36,594  were  cultivated  and  this 
relief  year  35,030,  a  decrease  of  10  per  cent.  The 

area  irrigated  from  wells  has  increased  from 
8,720  acres  at  Settlement  to  9,825  last  and  10,016  this  year,  an  in- 
crease of  1 5  per  cent,  which  perhaps  counterbalances  the  falling  off  in 
cultivation.  Population  fell  off  from  30,222  in  1868  to  27,121  in 
1 88 1,  a  decrease  of  10  percent,  and  is  now  returned  at  26,025. 
Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off  from  4,513  at  Settlement  to  3,854  now. 
a  decrease  of  15  percent. :  2,831  acres  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  total  area 
have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settle- 
ment was  returned  as  only  123  acres,  is  now  given  as  5,175  acres  or 
13  per  cent  of  the  total  cultivated  area,  more  than  half  recorded  in 
the  revenue  papers  and  almost  all  in  the  hands  of  outsiders.  These 
transfers  are  very  serious,  and  show  how  much  the  past  bad  years 
have  told  upon  the  villages.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven 
years  in  26  villages  which,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  amount 
to  Rs.  4,755  or  8  per  cent  of  the  Revenue-Roll,  and  reduce  it 
from  Rs.  59,618  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  54,863  in  1883-84.  We  also 
recommend  remissions  for  kharff  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  4,299 
or  7  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 

(28.)    (See  §§  278,289).    The  41  villages  of  Chak  Rewarf 
ch*v  Rew4ri.  formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.   23,729,  the 

sanctioned  rates  gave  Rs.  2241 5  and  the  actual 
assessment  is  Rs.  23,322,  a  decrease  of  2  per  cent  In  25  villages, 
ift  1881-82,  1,985  acres  or  a  ninth  of  the  total  cultivated  area, 
mostly  consisting  of  inferior  soil,  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  3,088 
and  averaging  Re.  1-9  against  the  average  incidence  of  Re.  1-4, 
the  Magda  rate  of  Re.  i-O,  and  the  bhur  rate  of  12  annas. 
Rents  would  seem  to  be  about  stationary,  for  at  Settlement  in 
11  villages  879  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-10,  and  last 
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year  in  the  same  villages  1,220  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-9. 
According  to  the  patwarfs  return  the  income  of  the  land  of 
Rewarf  Khas  was  Rs.  8,821  last  year  ;  the  circle  rates  gave  a  demand 
of  Rs.  4,212  and  the  assessment  fixed  was  6,125,  (the  former  jama 
having  been  Rs.  7,025).  The  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak  was  per- 
haps over-estimated  at  Settlement  at  18,676  acres,  for  only  17,619  acres 
were  cultivated  last  year  and  16,329  this  year.  The  area  irrigat- 
ed from  wells  was  not  over-estimated  at  3,527  acres,  for  3,079  were 
irrigated  at  Settlement,  3,500  last  year  and  3,650  this  year.  We  have- 
granted  reduction  for  term  of  Settlement  in  only  one  village,  amount- 
ing to  Rs.  39  and  reducing  the  total  assessment  from  Rs.  23,322  to 
Rs.  23,283,  which  I  would  distribute  as  follows : — 

Chahf  ...  3,527  acres  at  Rs.  2-14  =  Rs.  10,140 

Chiknot  ...  I  acre  \ 

Narmot  ...        280  acres  V  „      1-2    =    „  7,338 

Magda  ...  6,242    „  J 

Bhur  ...  8,565    „        „      o-ll  =    „  5,888 

Total     ...    18,615  acres  Rs.  23,366 

Cultivation  was  returned  at  Settlement  as  18,676  acres ;  last 

year  it  was  17,619  and  this  year  16,329,  a 
reduSoif  tCmP°rary  decrease  of  12  per  cent.  Irrigation  has  in- 
creased from  3,079  acres  at  Settlement  to 
3,500  last  year  and  3,650  this  year,  an  increase  of  18  percent.  Popu- 
lation increased  from  32,182  in  1868  to  32,223  in  1881,  and  is  now 
returned  as  31,818.  Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off  from  1,547  at 
Settlement  to  1,449  or  by  6  per  cent.  :  822  acres  or  4^  per  cent,  of  the 
total  cultivated  area  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage 
which  before  Settlement  was  returned  as  692  acres,  is  now  given  as 
3,984  acres  or  21  percent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  almost  all  in  the  hands 
of  outsiders,  but  only  1407  acres  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  area  is  recorded 
as  mortgage  in  the  revenue  papers.  We  have  granted  reductions, 
for  seven  years  in  13  villages  which,  with  the  permanent  reduc- 
tions, amount  to  Rs.  1,388  or  6*4  per  cent,  of  the  Revenue-Roll  and 
bring  it  down  from  Rs.  21,269  in  1882-13  to  Rs.  19,881  in  1883-84, 
We  also  recommend  remissions  for  the  kharif  of  1882  amounting  to 
Rs.  1425  or  7  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 

(29.)    (See  §§  276,  287).    The  74  villages  of  Chak  Magda  shor 

formerly  paid  a  jama  (including  jagir)  of 
»ilCRewarIMa6da  Rs-    53-48'    the    sanctioned    rates  gave 

Rs>  49.3 54«  and  the  actual  assessment  is 
Rs.  51,354,  a  decrease  of  3^  per  cent,  on  the  former  jama. 
In  1881-82  in  38  villages  4,569  acres  or  an  eighth  of  the  total 
cultivated  area  of  the  Chak,  much  of  it  consisting  of  the 
poorer  soils,  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  7,696  and  averaging 
Re.  1- 1 1  per  acre  against  the  average  incidence  of  Re.  i-S,  the  Magda 
rate  of  He.  1-3  and  the  bhur  rate  of  12  annas.  According  to  the 
patwan's  the  income  of  Daliaki  and.  Gajuwas,  held  by  non-residentr 
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owners,  last  year  came  to  Rs.  1,042,  the  sanctioned  rates  gave  a  jama 
of  Rs.  750  for  these  two  villages,  and  their  actual  assessment  is 
Rs.  565.  In  this  circle  the  great  justification  for  the  rates  and  the 
assessment  is  the  reduction  they  gave  on  the  former  assessment 
In  46  villages  the  rates  gave  a  reduction  and  in  45  villages  the  present 
actual  assessment  is  less  than  it  was  before  Settlement.  Cultivation  was 
not  much  over-estimated  at  34,764  acres,  for  last  year  33,668  were 
cultivated  and  this  year  33,206  ;  nor  was  the  Chirri  area  much  over- 
estimated at  8,461  acres,  for  at  Settlement  7,508  were  irrigated,  last 
year  7,528  and  this  year  7,881.  Some  villages  however  are  much 
weakened,  and  the  assessments  of  some  are  undoubtedly  high. 
We  have  granted  reductions  for  Settlement  in  13  villages  amounting 
tolls.  539  or  one  per  cent,  of  the  assessment  of  the  circle  which  is 
thus  reduced  from  Rs.  5 1.354.  to  Rs.  50.815.  This  sum  I  would 
distribute  over  the  soils  at  the  following  rates  :  — 

Chahi  ...  8,461   acres  (a)  Rt.  2-8     =  Rs  21,151 

Chi  knot  and  Narmot  ...  3,*Jo      „  „  „  1-6    =  „  4»4'4 

Magda  ...  ...  17,433      „  „  „  1-4    =  „  21,791 

Bhur  ...  ...  5,660     „  „  „  0-10  =  „  3,538 

Total     ...  34,764  acres  Rs.  50,895 

Cultivation  was  returned  at  Settlement  as  34,764  acres,  last 
year  the  area  cultivated  was  33,668  and  this 
tem^a^^cduction.1"    vcar  33.2o6,  a  decrease  of  4  per  cent  Irrigation 

has  slightly  increased  from  7,508  acres  at  Settle- 
ment to  7,528  last  year  and  7,881  this  year.  Population  fell  off  from 
24,082  in  1868  to  21,846  in  1881  or  by  9  per  cent,  and  is  now  returned 
at  21,605.  Plough-cattle  are  said  to  have  fallen  off  from  3,367  at 
Settlement  to  3,047,  a  decrease  of  10  per  cent,  1,555  acres  or 
4}4  per  cent  of  the  total  cultivated  area  have  been  sold  since 
Settlement;  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was  given  as 
1,882  acres,  is  now  returned  as  4,605  acres  or  13  per  cent  of  the 
total  cultivated  area,  four-fifths  of  this  bcin^  recorded  in  the  revenue 
papers  and  more  than  five-sixths  in  the  hands  of  outsiders. 
Many  of  the  peasants  have  become  heavily  burdened  during  the 
last  few  years.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years 
which,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  amount  to  Rs.  2,719  or  6 
per  cent  of  the  Revenue- Roll,  and  bring  it  down  from  Rs.  44,618  in 
1882-83  to  Rs.  41,899  in  1883-4.  We  also  recommend  remissions  for 
kharif  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  2,935.  or  7  Per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 

(30.)     (See    §§   277,    288>      The    35    villages    of  Chak 

Palhawas  formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  28,222, 
Re^ri.  PiMwis'  Uhsil    the  circle    rates   gave  Rs.  29,306,  and  the 

actual  assessment  is  Rs.  29,281,  an  increase 
of  ZlA  Per  cent  on  t,ie  former  jama.  In  25  villages  in  1 881  82, 
3,745  acres  or  a  seventh  of  the  area,  mostly  consisting  of  the 
most  inferior  soils,  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  4,391  and  averaging 
Re.  1-3  against  the  average  incidence  of  Re.    1-2,   the  magdd 
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rate  of  Re.  I  and  the  bHr  rate  of  12  annas.  Rents  show  some 
sign  of  falling,  for  at  Settlement  in  12  villages  2,265  acres  paid 
rents  averaging  Re.  1-2.  while  last  year  in  the  same  villages  2.405 
acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1  only.  The  rates  compare  as  follows 
with  those  of  the  neighbouring  Chak  Bhur  Chahat  Pukhta  of  tahsil 
Jhajjarin  the  Rohtak  district. 


Rewari  Chak  Palhawas. 

Jhajjar  Bhur  Chahat  Pukhta. 

Soil.  | 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Chalii 

Chiknot    and  Narmot. 

Magda 

Bhur 

"+  i 

1-6  \ 

1-0 

0-12 

Gora 

Dakar  and  Matyar  ... 
RausH  ... 
Bhur 

*-4 
1-4 

1-0 

0-13 

0-1 1 

The  Rewari  rates  are  thus,  with  exception  of  the  Chain  rate, 
decidedly  above  the  Jhajjar  rates,  but  they  gave  a  reduction  in  15 
villages,  and  the  jama  was  actually  reduced  in  9  villages.  The 
cultivated  area  at  Settlement  was  probably  over-estimated  at  26,173 
acres,  for  last  year  only  22,294  were  cultivated  and  this  year  only 
20,224.  The  Chain  area  was  somewhat  over-estimated  at  4.944- 
acres,  for  only  4,465  acres  were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  4,222  last  year 
and  4,236  this  year,  but  the  rate  on  Chain  is  low,  while  the  rate  on 
bhur  is  high  for  so  much  inferior  soil  We  have  reduced  the  assess- 
ment of  14  villages  for  term  of  Settlement  by  Rs.  683,  or  2\  per 
cent,  on  the  total  assessment  of  the  Chak,  which' is  thus  reduced  from 
Rs.  29,281  to  Rs.  28,598,  or  practically  much  the  same  as  before. 
This  1  would  distribute  as  follows  :— 


Chahf 
Narmot 
Magda 
Bhur 


4.944 

534 
7,688 

12,988 


acres  @  Rs.  2-6  =  Rs 

:)  ■• 


1-1  = 


»»  >» 


0-10= 


11,742 

8.735 
8,1 18 


rary 


Total       ...  26,154     >»  »  l8'595 

At  Settlement,  cultivation  was  returned  as  26,173  acres  ;  last  year 

only  22,294  acres  were  cultivated  and  this 
Chak  Palhawas-tempo-    year  20>224  a  decrease  of  23  per  cent.  Irri- 

17  rc  gation  from  wells  has  fallen  off  from  4,465 

acres  at  Settlement  to  4,222  last  year  and  4,236  this  year,  a  decrease 
of  5  percent.  Population  fell  off  from  9,905  in  1868  to  9,028  in 
1 88 1,  a  decrease  of  9  per  cent,  and  is  now  returned  at  8,651.  Plough- 
cattle  have  fallen  off  from  1,826  at  Settlement  to  1,525,  a  decrease  of 
one-sixth.  1,314  acres,  or  5  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  have  been 
sold  since  Settlement,  and    mortgage,   which  before  Settlement 
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was  896  acres,  is  now  returned  as  2,693  or  10  per  cent  of  the  area, 
of  which  more  than  two-thirds  is  recorded  in  the  revenue-papers, 
and  five-sixths  is  held  by  outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions  for 
seven  years  which,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  amount  to  Rs. 
3,968,  or  14  per  cent,  of  the  revenue-roll  and  reduce  it  from  Rs.  28,754 
in  1882-83  to  24,786  in  1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions 
for  khanf  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  2,495,  or  9  per  cent,  of  a  year's 
jama. 

(31.)  (See  §  279,290).    The  23  villages  of  Chak  Mundf  formerly 
rh  w    M'ndt     Tahsii    Paid  a  Jama  of  Hs-  23.608  (including  jagfrj;  the 
Rcwali  ^  sanctioned  rates  gave  Rs.  24,818  and  the 

actual  assessment  is  Rs.  24,925,  an  increase 
of  5  per  cent.  In  1881-82  in  13  villages  2,486  acres  or  1 1  per  cent,  of 
the  total  cultivated  area,  mostly  the  poor  soils,  paid  rents  aggregat- 
ing Re.  3,358  and  averaging  Re.  1-5  per  acre  against  the  average 
incidence  of  Rs.  i-I,  the  magdd  rate  of  Rs.  t  and  the  bhur  rate  of 
12  annas.  Rents  seem  to  be  rising,  for  in  eight  villages  at  Settlement 
1,693  acres  P2"0*  rents  averaging  15  annas,  and  last  year  in  the  same 
villages  1,967  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-7.  According  to  the 
patwaris'  papers  the  income  last  year  of  the  jagfr  village  of  Gopalpura 
Piranpura  was  Rs.  1,986  (of  which  Rs.  1,640  was  from  cash-rents  and 
the  rest  from  rents  in  kind  at  one-third  of  the  gross  produce)  while 
the  assessment  is  only  Rs.  946,  and  the  sanctioned  rates  would  have 
given  only  Rs.  826.  The  rates  are  high  as  compared  with  those 
(given  above)  of  the  Jhajjar  Chak  Bhur  Chahat  Pukhta  which  adjoins 
this  Chak  on  the  north,  but  they  gave  a  reduction  in  nine  villages,  and 
the'assessment  was  actually  reduced  in  five  villages.  Cultivation  was 
perhaps  over-estimated  at  23,224  acres,  for  last  year  only  21464 
were  cultivated,  and  this  year  only  18,563.  Irrigation  from  wells 
was  somewhat  over-estimated  at  3,360  acres,  for  only  3,064  acres 
were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  3,119  fast  year  and  3,129  this  year. 
We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in  ten  villages 
amounting  to  Rs.  524,  or  2  per  cent,  of  the  total  assessment,  which  is 
thus  reduced  from  Rs.  24,925  to  Rs.  24401.  This  sum  I  would  dis- 
tribute as  follows  :— 

Chain  ...    3,360  acres  @  R«.  2-9  =  Rs.  8,6l0 

Narmot  ...       275     „  )  6 

Bhur  ...  14,143     „     „    „    O-U-    H  9,728 

Total       ...  23,244     „  n  24.438 

At  Settlement  cultivation  was  returned  at  23,224  acres  ;  last 

year  only  21,464  were  cultivated  and  this 
mSSuim  undir"tctnporary  year  18,563,  a  decrease  of  20  per  cent.  Irri- 
gation has  increased  slightly  lrom  3,064  acres 
at  Settlement  to  3,119  last  year  and  3,129  this  year.  Population 
was  10,566  in  1868  and  10.531  in  1881,  and  is  now  returned  as 
10,299.  Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off  from  1,992  at  Settlement  to 
r»736,  or  by  12  per  cent.    792  acres,  or  3  per  cent,  of  the  total  culti- 
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vated  area,  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which 
before  Settlement  was  returned  at  only  49  acres,  is  now  given 
as  2,286  acres,  or  10  per  cent,  of  the  total  area,  five-sixths  of  this  being 
recorded  in  the  revenue-papers  and  almost  all  of  it  in  the  hands  of 
outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  which,  with 
the  permanent  reductions,  amount  to  Rs.  2,871,  or  12  per  cent,  of  the 
revenue-roll  and  reduce  it  from  Rs.  24,417  ill  1882-83  to  Rs.  21,546  111 
1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions  for  the  kharif  amounting 
to  Rs.  3,041  or  an  eighth  of  a  year's  jam*. 

(32.)  (See  §  273,  284).  The  17  villages  of  Chak  Kasaoti  formerly 

paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  27.227,  the  sanctioned 
Chak  Kasaoti,  Tahsil  rates  gave  Rs.  26,717,  and  the  actual  asscss- 
ew  u*  ment  is  Rs.  27,323,  or  practically  the  same  as 

before.  In  1881-82  in  II  villages  1,911  acres,  or  a  twelfth  of  the  total 
cultivated  area,  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  2,820  and  averaging  Re.  1-8 
per  acre  against  the  average  incidence  of  Re.  1-3,  the  mo  add  rate  of 
Re.  1-2  and  the  bhur  rate  of  10  annas.  Rents  are  perhaps  rising,  for 
at  Settlement  in  16  villages  669  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-7  and 
last  year  in  the  same  villages  1,456  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-8 
The  sanctioned  rates  are  a  good  deal  higher  than  those  of  the  adjoin- 
ing Chak  Bhur  Chahat  Pukhta  in  Jhajjar  (already  given),  but  they 
gave  a  decrease  in  ten  villages,  and  the  jama  was  actually  reduced 
in  six  villages.  Cultivation  was  over-estimated  at  23,125  acres,  for  last 
year  only  20,710  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year  18,306.  The 
ChaM  area  ivas  over-estimated  at  3,686  acres,  for  at  Settlement  only 
3,371  acres  were  irrigated,  last  year  only  3,312  and  this  year  3,113. 
We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  amounting  to 
Rs.  640,  or  2 \  per  cent,  on  the  total  assessment,  which  is  reduced  from 
Rs.27,323  to  Rs.  26,683.    This  sum  I  would  distribute  as  follows  : — 

Chahf  ...  3.686  acres  at    Rs.    3-0  =  Rs.  11,058 
Chiknot 

and  >  1,140     »  »     »      1-8  =     „  1,710 

Narmot  ...J 

Magda  ...  5P73  »     »     12  =    »  57°7 

Bhur  ...  I3.234     ,>  0-10  =     „  8,271 


Total        ...    23,133     „      „  Rs.  26,746 

Cultivation  was  returned  at  Settlement  as  23,125  acres  ;  last  year 

only  20,710  acres   were  cultivated  and  this 
Chak  Kasaoti-temporary    vear  1 8,306,  a  decrease  of  21    percent.  Irri- 
reductions.  gation  has  fallen  off  from  3,371  acres  at  Settle- 

ment to  3,312  acres  last  year  and  3,1 13  this  year,  a  decrease  of  8  per 
cent.  Population  fell  off  from  12,793  in  1868  to  11,504  m  iS8i,  a  de- 
crease of  10  percent,  and  is  now  returned  as  11,656.  Plough-cattle 
have  fallen  off  from  1,970  at  Settlement  to  1,558,  a  loss  of  more  than 
a  fifth.  471  acres  or  2  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  have  been  sold 
since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was  6  acres 
only,  is  now  1,386  acres,  or  6  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area,  all 
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recorded  in  the  revenue  papers  and  three-fourths  of  it  in  the  hands 
of  outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  13 
villages  amounting,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  to  Rs.  2,883,  or 
1 1  per  cent,  on  the  revenue-roll  which  is  reduced  from  Rs.  26,449 
in  1882-83  to  Rs.  33,566  in  1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions 
for  kharif  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  3,894  or  15  per  cent  of  a  year's 
jama. 

(33  )    (See  §  275,  286).    The  39  villages  of  Chak  Hill  formerly 

rhak  pflhir  T»h  i  paid  a  )Ami  of  Rs  32.733.  the  sanctioned 
Rew/ri  '      iansu    rates  gave  Rs.  34,668,  and  the  present  actual 

assessment  is  Rs.  34,157,  an  increase  of  4}4 
per  cent.  In  1881-82  in  23  villages,  4,022  acres,  mostly  inferior  soil, 
paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  4,896  and  averaging  Re.  1-3  against  the 
average  incidence  of  14  annas,  and  the  bhur  rate  of  \o%  annas. 
Rents  seem  to  be  rising,  for  at  Settlement  in  14  villages  1,500  acres 
paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1,  and  last  year  in  the  same  villages  2,485 
paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-1.  The  sanctioned  rates  gave  a  reduction 
in  19  villages,  and  the  jama  was  actually  reduced  in  14  villages. 
The  village  of  Nagla  Mnen  owned  by  Bany*s  is  let  by  them  to  Ahirs 
who  take  rent  in  kind  at  J^rd  of  the  gross  produce  from  under-tenants 
and  pay  the  owners  a  cash  rent  which  is  Rs.  575  this  year,  and  was 
Rs.  602  last  year  and  the  year  before ;  the  jama  of  the  village  at  the 
sanctioned  rates  would  be  Rs.  378,  and  the  actual  assessment  is 
Rs.  366.  The  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak  was  perhaps  over- 
estimated at  Settlement  at  38,506  acres,  for  last  year  only  35,850 
acres  were  cultivated  aud  this  year  32,097  acres.  The  Chahf  area 
was  somewhat  over-estimated  at  4,263  acres,  for  only  3,688  acres 
were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  3,793  last  year  and  3,698  this  year.  We 
have  reduced  the  assessment  for  term  of  Settlement  in  19  villages 
by  Rs.  1,162.  or  3  per  cent.,  bringing  down  the  assessment  from 
Rs.  34,157  to  Rs.  32,995,  or  nearly  the  same  as  before.  This  sum  I 
would  distribute  as  follows  : — 

Chahi  ...    4,263  teres  @  Rs.  2-8    =  Ri.  10,658 

Magda  ...  4.604  „  „  „  1-0  =  „  4.604 
Blnir  ...  29,675     f,    „    „    0-9 J  =     ,  17,619 

Total       ...  38,542  acres  Rs  32,881 

Some  little  may  be  assessed  on  the  10,479  acres  of  Hill. 

At  Settlement  cultivation  was  returned  at  38,506  acres  ;  last 

year  only  35.850  acres  were  cultivated  and  this 
refusion.         tCmp0rary    year  only  32,097,  a  decrease  of  17  per  cent. 

Well  irrigation  has  slightly  increased  from 
3.688  acres  at  Settlement  to  3,793  acres  last  year  and  3,698  this  year. 
Population  fell  off  from  17,196  in  1868  to  17,041  in  1881,  and  is  now 
returned  at  16,1 13.  Plough-cattle  fell  from  2,822  at  Settlement  to 
2,301,  a  decrease  of  nearly  one-fifth.  974  acres,  or  2%  per  cent, 
of  the  total  cultivated  area,  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and 
mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was  only  7  acres,  now  covers 
2,840,  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  area,  three-fourths  of  it  being  in  the 
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hands  of  outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years, 
amounting,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  to  Rs.  3.838,  or  12  per 
cent,  of  the  revenue-roll,  which  is  reduced  from  Rs.  33.227  in  1 882-83 
to  Rs.  29,389  in  1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions  for  kharif 
1882  amounting  to  Rs.  5,279,  or  a  sixth  of  a  years  jamd. 

(34.)    (See  §  274,  285).  The  nine  villages  of  Chak  Shahjahanpur 

formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  11.152.  the  sanc- 
r Chak  Shahjahanpur, Tahsil    tioRed  fatcS  gave  Rs  ,  w, 

and  the  present 
assessment  is  Rs.  11,199,  an  increase  of 
Rs.  47  only.  In  1881-82  in  six  villages  2,214  acres,  or  a  fourth  of  the 
cultivated  area,  mostly  inferior  soil,  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  3,404 
and  averaging  ke.  1-9  against  the  average  incidence  of  Re.  1-4,  the 
ma^dd  rate  of  Re.  1-3  and  the  bhur  rate  of  10  annas.  The  circle- 
rates  gave  a  reduction  in  three  villages,  and  the  jama  was  actually 
reduced  in  three.  Cultivation  was  not  much  over-estimated  at  8.785 
acres,  for  8,5 1 1  were  cultivated  last  year,  and  £,093  this  year.  Irriga- 
tion from  wells  was  not  much  over-estimated  at  1,017  acres,  for  820 
were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  969  last  year  and  940  this  year.  We 
have  granted  reduction  for  term  of  Settlement  in  two  villages 
amounting  to  Rs.  93,  and  reducing  the  assessment  from  Rs.  11,199 
to  Rs.  11,106  which  1  would  distribute  as  follows  :  — 

Chdhl  ...  1,017  acres  @  Rs.  3-0  mm  Rs.  3,051 

Narmot  ...  690  „     „  „    1-6  =  „  949 

Magda  ...  4,820  „     „  „    1-3  =  „  5,714 

Bhur  ...  2,247  „  11    0-10  —  „  1,404 

Total       ...    8,774  acres  Rs-  11*128 

At  Settlement  cultivation  was  returned  as  8.785  acres ;  last 

year  8,5 1 1  were  cultivated  and  this  ve;ir  8,090, 
^^^tioiu^'^^'    a  decrease  of  8  percent.    Irrigation  has 

increased  from  820  acres  at  Settlement  to 
969  last  year  and  940  this  year.  Population  fell  off  from  8,936  in 
1868  to  8,541  in  1881,  a  decrease  of  4  per  cent.,  and  is  now  returned 
at  8,487.  Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off  from  943  at  Settlement  to 
839,  a  loss  of  one-ninth.  181  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement, 
and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  covered  114  acres,  is  now 
returned  at  435  acres,  or  5  per  cent.,  all  recorded  in  the  revenue- 
papers  and  half  of  it  held  by  outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions 
for  seven  years  in  four  villages  which,  with  the  permanent  reductions 
amount  to  Rs.  636,  or  6  per  cent,  of  the  revenue-roll,  and  reduce  it 
from  Rs.  10,935  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  10,299  in  1883-84.  We  also  re- 
commend remissions  for  kharff  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  209. 


CHAPTER  IV.— Miscellaneous. 

61.    (See  §  220,  300 >.    In  97  villages  in  the  Gurgnon,  Nuh  and 

Firozpur  tahsils,  whose  lands  are  subject  to 

Remissions    in    case    of  •  _i  j 

excessive  inundation,  a  condition  sanctioned 

by  Government  has  been  recorded  in  the  ad- 
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ministration-paper  entitling  them  to  remission  of  revenue  when  more 
than  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole  cultivated  and  fallow  area  is  submerg- 
ed. This  system  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  former  custom  of 
reporting  only  cases  of  very  serious  inundation,  and  has  been  a  great 
boon  to  many  villages,  but  is  not  sufficiently  liberal.  For  instance 
in  the  village  of  Indri,  which  has  1,026  acres  assessed  as  naturally 
irrigated,  in  several  years  since  Settlement  about  300  acres  have  been 
submerged,  and  yet  no  remission  has  been  given  because  the  area 
submerged  did  not  exceed  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole  cultivated  and 
fallow  area,  which  is  4,004  acres.  Again  it  has  been  customary  in 
such  cases  to  allow  only  for  such  land  as  was  supposed  to  have  been 
submerged  too  late  for  cultivation,  and  no  allowance  was  made  for 
land  out  of  cultivation  from  other  causes.  It  is  very  diffi- 
cult however  to  say  where  the  line  should  be  drawn,  and  a  more 
liberal  rule  would  benefit  the  cultivators  and  remove  a  cause  for  dis- 
content without  any  appreciable  loss  to  Government.  I  would  pro- 
pose the  following  rule  instead  of  that  at  present  in  force,  vis:  In 
villages  liable  to  submersion  a  remission  shall  be  granted  when  more 
than  10  per  cent,  of  the  area  assessed  as  naturally  irrigated  is  out  of 
cultivation  owing  to  submersion  or  for  any  other  reasonable  cause, 
unless  the  area  so  left  uncultivated  is  less  than  three  per  cent,  of  the 
total  cultivated  and  fallow  area  of  the  village  ;  such  remission  shall  be 
calculated  on  the  whole  dahri  area  out  of  cultivation  at  Mr.  Chan- 
ning's  dahri  rate  for  the  village. 

62.    'See  §  193,  220,  223).    Portions  of  seven  villages  (Meoli, 

Muhammadpur,  Kotla,  Akaira,  Jalalpur,  Khan- 
ting AmSLmST       Ua"    Pl,r>  and  Multhan),  which  form  the  basin  of 

the  Kotla  Jhil  on  the  border  of  the  Nuh  and 
Ffrozpur  tahsfls,  were  placed  under  fluctuating  assessment  at  Settle- 
ment, the  proprietors  engaging  to  pay  Rs.  2  per  acre  besides  cesses 
for  all  land  cultivated  within  the  year.  The  land  revenue  realised 
from  the  Jhil  on  this  system  has  been  as  follows  : — 

Agricultural  year.  Land  Revenue  realised. 

1877-  78    ...  ...  ...  ...    Rs.  9,980 

1878-  79    ...  ...  ...  ...       i,  9>°6o 

1879-  80    ...  ...  ...  ...       n  3.759 

KS80-81    ...  ...  ...  „  10,353 

1881-82    ...  ...  ...  •••       11  9J79 

Average  ...  ...  ...  ...    Rs.  8,586 

The  all  round  rate  of  Rs.  2  seems  to  have  proved  too  high  as  an 
average  rate  for  the  crops  grown,  which,  owing  to  the  presence  of  rek 
in  the  soil,  are  often  very  inferior,  and  especially  for  the  bajra  and 
moth  which  arc  sown  round  the  sandy  margin  of  the  depression  when 
the  floods  have  not  been  extensive  enough  to  cover  that  part  of  it. 
In  order  to  give  still  greater  relief  to  these  villages  we  recommend 
for  sanction  the  following  rates  and  rules  for  this  Chak  : — 

(1).  The  crops  of  each  harvest  to  be  measured  up  separately,  and 
the  revenue  and  cesses  of  each  harvest  to  be  levied  separately,  but  land 
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which  has  paid  for  a  kharif  crop  not  to  be  charged  for  a  crop  sown 
in  the  following  rata. 

(2).  All  land  which,  whether  sown  or  not,  produces  no  crop,  to  be 
left  free  of  assessment. 

(3  .  The  following  rates,  besides  cesses,  to  be  levied  on  all  lands 
producing  a  crop  : — 

.  „  .       .        _        .  Rate  per  Rate  per 

(a).— Wheat  and  other  first-class  crops  Acre.  bi&ha. 
such  as  sugarcane,  rice,  cotton,  and 

wheat  and  barley  mixed  ...  Rs.  1-12  1-1-6 
(£). — Barley  and    other    second-class  crops 

such  as  gram  and  gram  and  barley  mixed  „  1-8  C-15-O 
(*).— Jawar,  moth,  bajra    and  other  inferior 

crops  1-0  0-10-0 

These  rates  applied  to  the  area  sown  during  the  past  kharif  and 
rabi  (1882-83)  give  a  total  la»d  revenue  of  Rs.  1,874  against  the 
Rs.  2,719  which  would  be  given  by  the  former  rate  of  Rs.  2  per  acre. 

We  have  also  recommended  that  that  part  of  two  of  these  villages, 
Kotla  and  Muhammadpur,  which  has  been  kept  under  fixed  assess- 
ment should  be  included  in  the  Jhil  Chak  and  placed  under  the  same 
rules  of  fluctuating  assessment:  because,  although  not  subject  to 
inundation,  it  is  a  strip  of  very  inferior  ri/t-iufcctcd  soil,  apt  to  fall 
.out  of  cultivation,  and  those  two  villages  are  so  much  broken-down  that 
it  will  be  difficult  for  them  to  pay  a  reasonable  fixed  assessment  for 
some  years  to  come.  This  change  involves  the  striking  of  the  Chak 
Hangar  of  those  two  villages  off  the  fixed  revenue-roll,  and  as  the 
proprietors  themselves  wish  it,  it  seems  highly  desirable  that  this 
should  be  done.  As  these  changes  will,  if  sanctioned,  affect  the 
arrangement  by  which  half  the  income  of  the  Kotla  Jhil  Chak  is 
made  over  to  the  District  Committee,  we  have  reported  them  separate- 
ly for  sanction  (Deputy  Commissioner  to  Commissioner,  No.  233, 
dated  7th  July  1883).  I  thought  the  rates  proposed  might  be  re- 
garded as  exceptionally  low  for  fluctuating-assessment  rates  and 
reconsidered  after  seven  years,  but  Mr.  Roberts  thinks  it  will  be  safer 
to  adopt  them  for  the  term  of  Settlement. 

63.    Parts  of  five  villages  (Budhera.  Mankraula,  Daulatabad, 

Dhannpur,  Arazi  Naubaramad)  liable  to  fre- 
ments"  flucluaUn*  quent  submersion   011   the   Najafgarh  Jhil 

in  the  Gurgaon  tahsfl  were  also  placed  under 
fluctuating  assessment  (see  §  261)  at  Settlement.  The  realisations 
have  been  as  follows  since — 

Agricultural  Year.  Realisations. 
1877*78    •••  •••  •••  •••    Rs.  2,834 

1878-89    •..  ...  •••  •••     M  2,754 

1^79*80    ...  ...  ...  ...     „  8 

1880-81    ...  ...  ...  ...     „  3.439 


1 88  i  -82 


Average   ...  ...  ...  ...    Rs.  1,807 


S 
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Notwithstanding  some  grumblings  on  the  part  of  the  villagers  the  sys- 
tem appears  to  have  worked  well  and  t«>  have  afforded  great  relief  as 
compared  with  the  previous  custom  of  recommending  remissions  only 
in  case  of  excessive  inundation. 

We  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  recommend  the  introduction 
of  fluctuating  assessments  into  any  other  village.  We  considered  the 
advisability  of  placing  some  of  the  most  broken-down  villages  under 
some  such  system,  but  the  people  were  opposed  to  it,  and  we  thought 
that  the  liberal  reductions  granted  to  such  villages  for  seven  years  would 
be  sufficient  to  restore  them  to  something  like  their  former  condition. 
The  two  villages  of  Jauniawas  and  Fazilpur,  which  were  under  diicct 
management,  have  been  restored  to  the  proprietors  who  applied  to  be 
re-admitted  to  engage  at  the  reduced  assessment. 

64.  The  people  are  generally  more  than  content  with  the  aid 
The  condition  of  the  vil-    afforded  them  by  Government,  which  is  more 

hwe*  must  be  carefully  liberal  than  they  had  hoped  for.  Only  in 
watched,  some  15  villages  have  appeals  been  preferred 

against  the  orders  passed,  some  by  jagirdurs  objecting  to  the  reduction 
of  the  assessment,  and  some  by  proprietors  finding  fault  with  the 
distribution  of  assessment  or  the  smallness  of  the  reduction 
granted  them.  It  must  be  remembered  however  that  the  relief  given, 
liberal  though  it  is,  is  not  sufficient  to  provide  against  the  necessities 
of  bad  seasons,  especially  while  the  district  is  in  its  present  depress- 
ed condition.  It  will  be  necessary  to  watch  the  progress  of  the 
villages  very  carefully,  especially  for  the  next  few  years,  and  to  grant 
suspensions  promptly  whenever  the  crop  is  seriously  below  the  average. 
Many  villages,  which  could  ordinarily  pay  the  demand  even  though 
their  crop  were  a  poor  one,  are  at  present  so  crippled  as  to  be  unable 
to  pay  it  without  injury  unless  the  crop  be  nearly  up  to  the  average. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that,  unless  some  very  exceptional  calamity 
occur,  there  will  be  no  further  need  of  remissions,  and  that  the  villages, 
if  thus  carefully  handled,  will  in  the  course  of  seven  years  have  re- 
covered sufficiently  to  pay  the  reduced  assessments  now  fixed  for  the 
term  of  Settlement,  that  is,  to  bear  the  enhancement  at  present  fixed 
to  take  place  on  the  expiry  in  rabt  1889  of  the  seven-year  period 
for  which  special  reductions  have  now  been  granted.  The  present 
reductions,  temporary  and  permanent,  are  meant  to  be  final,  so 
far  as  our  present  knowledge  goes.  It  is  impossible  however  to 
judge  with  any  certainty  of  the  condition  which  the  different 
villages  will  have  attained  seven  years  hence,  and  H  H.  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor has  ordered  that  the  special  reduction  granted  for 
seven  years  shall  be  prolonged  until  the  Deputy  Commissioner  can 
certify  that  the  village  can  bear  the  increase  which,  according  to 
the  present  proposals,  would  then  take  place. 

65.  It  is  then  of  the  greatest  importance,  in  the  interests  both 

of  Government  and  of  the  peasants,  that  the 
mLToZ™  neec«rsary     condition  of  the  villages  should  be  carefully 

watched  and  the  facts  evidencing  their  pro- 
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gress  fully  recorded.  We  have  with  a  great  deal  of  trouble  got 
together  a  number  of  fairly  trustworthy  figures  showing  the  con- 
dition of  each  village  within  the  last  two  years,  and  these  will  form  a 
good  basis  for  such  a  record.  They  will  be  found  entered  in 
English  in  the  Note-book  of  each  village,  but  it  is  of  great  impor- 
tance (i)  that  they  should  be  made  available  to  the  tahsildars  who 
have  most  directly  to  do  with  the  administration  of  the  individual 
villages  ;  and  (2)  that  they  should  be  kept  up  to  date.  I  understand 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Settlements  and  Agriculture  is  preparing 
a  scheme  for  keeping  up  a  continuous  record  of  such  facts  for  the 
whole  Province,  but  the  matter  is  of  such  exceptional  importance  in 
this  district  at  present  that,  unless  the  scheme  is  likely  to  be  soon 
brought  into  operation,  I  would  urge  that  arrangements  should  at 
once  be  made  to  secure  such  a  record  in  the  Gurgaon  district. 

66.  Owing  to  there  having  been  no  annual  field-inspection  dur- 

ing Settlement  operations,  owing  to  the  great 
needed*™1  rcvcnue  officer    number  of  deaths  in  1878  and  1879,  and  to 

the  Census  operations  in  1 88 1,  the  patwaris* 
papers  have  fallen  much  into  arrears,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to 
bring  them  satisfactorily  up  to  date  without  special  supervision. 
I  would  strongly  urge  that  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner 
Ajudhya  Parshad,  who  has  during  the  last  fifteen  months  inspected 
so  many  of  the  villages  of  the  district  and  learned  its  wants  so 
thoroughly,  should  be  left  here  for  at  least  another  year  as  Revenue 
Extra  Assistant  Commissioner  to  assist  in  inspecting  the  crop, 
in  watching  the  progress  of  the  villages  at  the  present  most  critical 
time,  in  supervising  the  preparation  of  the  patwaris'  papers  on  a 
trustworthy  basis,  in  establishing  a  system  for  continuously  record- 
ing the  condition  of  each  village,  the  area  annually  cultivated  and 
irrigated,  the  rents  paid,  the  land  sold  and  mortgaged,  and  all  other 
facts  bearing  on  its  material  progress,  and  in  placing  such  a  record 
within  the  reach  of  the  tahsildars.  For  this  purpose  it  is  essential 
that  he  should  be  burdened  by  no  criminal  or  civil  work  and  be 
left  to  devote  his  whole  attention  to  the  Revenue  Administration. 

67.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  bringing  to  special  notice  the 
...      ,  good  service  done  by  Ajudhya  Parshad  in 

Notice    of  Munshi  Aiu-    f.  ^ U     t.  i_ 

dhya  Farshad's  work.  tne  present  operations.    He  has  been  in- 

defatigable in  inspection  work  in  all  weathers, 
and  has  collected  a  great  deal  of  trustworthy  information  about 
the  villages  he  saw.  His  proposals  have  seemed  to  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  and  myself  characterized  by  good  sense  aud  im- 
partiality. His  knowledge  of  Settlement  procedure  and  of  ordinary 
agricultural  conditions  has  been  of  great  use,  and  the  assistance 
he  gave  in  attesting  the  mortgaged  holdings  and  in  other  matters 
of  detail  alone  made  it  possible  to  complete  the  redistribution  of  the 
assessments  in  time  for  the  rabl  instalment.* 

68.  The  revision  of  assessments  may  be  said  to  have  commenced 
c     .       .  in   February    1882   when  Extra  Assistant 

o  opera  100*.  Commissioner  Ajudhya  Parshad  was  deputed 

•    Note.—  Ajudhya  Part  hi  I  has  since  died  from  illness  chiefly  brought  on  by  ex- 
posure during  his  work  in  Gurgaon— 18-3-84. 
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to  this  district,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  work  has  been  done 
since  November  last,  so  that  the  assessments  of  1,264  villages  have 
been  revised,  announced  and  distributed  in  about  nine  months. 

The  expenditure  has  been  as  follows  : — 


Rs. 

Establishment    ...  ...  ...  ...  1476 

Travelling  allowances  ...  ...  ...  231 

Contingencies     ...  ...  ...  ...  893 

Total  ...  ...  2,600 


So  that,  including  the  pay  of  the  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner 
since  February  1882,  with  the  exception  of  two  months  when  he  was 
on  duty  in  the  Delhi  district,  and  my  own  pay  since  1st  November 
1882,  the  total  cost  of  the  revision  of  assessment  has  been 
Rs.  15,500. 

69.    The  proposals  made  in  the  present  report  for  which  sanction 

is  required  are  as  follows  : — 

Points  requiring  sanction.  ' 

(1)  .  The  reduction  of  the  total  assessment  of  the  district  from 
Rs.  12,78,113  to  Rs.  12,27,424,  involving  a  reduction  in  the  fixed  Reve- 
nue-Roll from  R-<.  12,28,525  to  Rs.  11,79,242.  (See  §  24  and  App.  II). 

(2)  .  A  further  reduction  for  seven  years  ending  rabi'  1889 
which  brings  down  the  Revenue- Roll  from  Rs.  11,79,242  to  Rs. 
io.85.436  (Sec  §  24  St  App.  II>. 

(3)  .  A  change  of  instalments  in  15  villages  to  take  effect  from 
khanf  1883,  and  raising  the  Kevenue-Roll  of  1883-84  from  Rs. 
10,85,436  to  Rs.  10,85,769  (See  §  32  &  App.  III;. 

(4)  .  The  amended  Revenue- Roll  of  1883-84  showing  a  reduction 
from  Rs.  12,28,525  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  10,85,769  in  1883-84  (See  §  24  & 
32  &  App.  IV;. 

(5)  .    Remission  of  balances  (See  §  25  &  App.  V). 

(6)  .  Remission  in  the  rabi  instalment  of  1883  and  the  kharff 
instalment  of  1883  of  Rs.  13,774  a"d  Ks.  32^  respectively  in 
order  to  give  effect  to  the  reductions  from  kharif  1882  (See  §  25  & 

App.  v.; 

(7)  .  Change  in  the  rule  for  remissions  in  case  of  submersiou 
(See  §61). 

(8)  .  Reduction  of  the  fluctuating  assessment  rates  of  Chak 
Kotla  Jhil  and  the  striking  of  two  parts  of  villages  off  the  fixed 
Revenue-Roll  (see  §  62). 

($).  Adoption  of  a  scheme  for  the  better  record  of  facto  evi- 
dencing the  progress  of  the  individual  villages  (see  §  65). 

(10.)  Retention  of  Munshi  Ajudhya  Parshad  as  Revenue  Extra 
Assistant  Commissioner  (see  §  66). 

Mr.  Roberts,  Deputy  Commissioner,  concurs  with  me  through- 
out in  making  these  proposals. 

J.  WILSON, 

G UKGAON,  7//1  August  1 883.  Sgt. Ument  Offiar. 
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583 
3.845 
a.358 
a.  673 
a,  5  70 

893 

8,670 

■  ■  • 

2,609 

1,276 

383 

12.93S 

1,989 

2.56,3'5 

2,71.242 

8 

21.158 

17.040 

730 

12,017 

7.437 

1.933 

39.157 

9.025 

11,79, 242 

L 

12,27,424 

9 

1.06,440 

Cbogle 
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»4 

> 

■1 

»9 

Assessment  Cikclb. 

•a 

•§ 
1 

e 

M 

e 

* 
I 
O 

2  * 

GO 

=  00 

CO 

si 

ii 

fi 

E  2 

11 

V  ~3 
2  U 
T=  * 

ll 

«  S 

■If 
Si 

■i 

1 

a 

a 

.2 

B 
1 

3 

J5  . 

Jico 

j: 
IS 
(1 

• 

la 

c  e 

E"3 

c  u 

I 

c  * 

jjj 

9  •» 

k  i 

JJ 

M 

Instalmiw 

SUM  KHALI,. 

1 

rs  or  tot ac 
■  LB  Colum* 

6. 

i 

M 

■ 

I 

| 

i 

S5 

Maui. 

2 

a) 

Ml 

s 

1 

1 

■ 

■ 

• 

c 

o 

Ii 

(J 

• 

I 

•3° 

21 

9 

12 

15 

Tin  nrrnr 

Blinder  ... 
Dahri 

Khadar      ...  ... 

Hangar  Khadar 

1,87,060 
|0,602 
15  73' 
9.859 
25.865 

».589 

39 

178 
309 

1,88,649 
10,641 
15.828 
•  0,037 
26,174 

»7,963 
2,014  1 

».403 

»,733 
3-443 

79- 320 

4«'3o 

7.495 
6,654 

•3.270 

«.oo,329 
6,511 

8.333 

3-383 
12,904 

•95 

Total  tahsil  Palwal  .. 

2.49.  "7 

2,212 

2.5'. 329 

26,556 

1,10.869 

1.40.460 

89 
29 

28 

58 

'5 

Punahana  ... 

Chiknot 

Mandikhera 

luindoha 

Bhuder 

Transferred  from  Nuh  ... 

62,125 
21,609 

25.385 
42.639 
38.370 
6,795 

962 
669 
380 
1,024 
804 
90 

63,087 
22,278 

43^63 

39. '74 
6,885 

•o.595 
3.097 
•.452 
6.680 

7.970 
967 

23.709 
12.995 
15.229 
23.016 

•5.995 
2.404 

39.378 
9.28) 
io.5i6 

20.647 

23.  '79 
4,481 

344 

Total  tahsil  Firozpur  ... 

1.96,923 

3.929 

2,00.852 

30,761 

93.348 

•,07.504 

106 
1 

Hangar 
Taoru 

Dahar        ...  ... 

Transferred  from  Palwal 

87.491 

2 1,493 
87.848 

784 

1,160 
2,060 

88,651 
32.130 
89.908 
784 

13.896 
4  932 
23.105 
228 

33.859 
8.085 

45  955 
294 

5479« 
24  045 
43.953 
490 

289 

Total  tahsil  Nuh    ..  2,07,616 

3.857 

a.  ".473 

42.161 

88,193 

1,23  280 

11 
22 
12 
28 

22 

*7 
•7 

12 

41 

9 

Dnhora       ...  ... 

Hill 

Dahar  or  Najafgarh  jhfl 
Solina 

Sihi           ...  ... 

Silani         ...  ... 

Sahibl 

Furrukhnagar 
Kasan  ... 
Gurgaon 

Adjoining  Dahar 

18.729 
10.951 
•5.302 
17,825 
•2.304 
•9.380 

•3992 
22.456 

7.279 

35-4'4 
•o,357 

•  *  • 

61 
47 

u 

198 
138 
37 
114 

•  •  * 

18.729 
11,012 
•5-302 
17.872 

•2.357 
19  440 
14,190 
22,594 
7.3'6 
35.528 
»o,357 

2,7»3 
1.309 
».o73 
I.4'8 

a. '94 

1.999 

1.75' 
4.339 
1,040 

«.«33 
104 

•0.874 
1,811 
9.203 

5.627 
3.782 
10.022 

9.49o 
10.729 

974 

14893 

6.290 

7.855 
9.201 

6,079 

12,245 
8.575 
9.4 11 

4.7OO 
11.865 

6.342 
20.635 

4.007 

1  *T 

227 

Total  tahsil  Gurgaon  ... 

1.5*3,989 

708 

1,84,697 

•9,073 

83.695 

1,01,002 

35 
39 
4' 
9 
56 
•7 
74 
33 
15 

Palhawas 
Pahar 
He  wail 
Shahjahnpur 

Sahibi        ...  ... 

Kasaoti 
Magdashor  ... 
Mundi 

Transferred  village* 

24.497 
28.991 

•9,709 
10,261 

54.528 
23.475 
4'.5'4 
21.336 
10,846 

289 
398 
172 
38 
335 

9i 

385 
210 

10 

24.786 

29-  389 
19.881 
10,299 
54.863 
23.566 

4»,899 
21,546 
10,856 

3.968 
3.838 
1.388 
636 

4  755 

2,883 

2.719 
2,871 
•.480 

»4  938 
13689 

•  2.342 

5.433 
37.012 

•  3.902 
25.998 
•».54« 

5.971 

9.848 
•5  700 

7539 
4.866 
17.851 
9.604 

I5.90' 
IO.005 
4. 885 

309 

Total  tahsil  Rewarl  ... 

2,35.' 57 

1,928 

2,37.o85 

24.538 

1,40,826 

96.259 

1,264 

Total  district 

10,72,802 

•2,634 

»o,8s.436 

i,43.o89 

5J°.93« 

5.68,5o$ 

Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX  V. 


REMISSIONS  RECOMMENDED. 


DISTRICT  TOTALS. 


SECTION  25. 


(    1 6o  ) 

APPEN 


Remissions  Recommended — 


I 

• 

•      1  • 

S 

;  6 

7 

•  1 

Tahsil 

ASSE93MIKT  ClBCLl. 

BlLA»Cl  r    ■  ON  3I8T  MiBCH  1883  FOB 

Pboposbd  ro 

■ 

No. 

Former 

Kharif  ,88,. 

Former 
yew. 

Rabi  ,88a. 

Tahsfl 
PalwaL 

'  I 

3 
4 

Bangar  ... 
Bhuder  •■• 
bahrf 
Ehadar 

Khadar  Bdngar  ... 

...... 

•••••• 

...<•• 

26,9II-0-C 

1,241-0-c 
733-0-c 

4,560-0-c 

...  • 
...... 

...*■• 
...... 

Total  tahsfl  Palwal 

37,290-0-c 

Tahsfl  Ffrozpur. 

.  *  » 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

Punahana 

Chi  knot            •  •• 

VI  A  n  H  i  lr  h  ^ril 

Landohd  ••• 
Bhuder 

Transferred  from 
Null. 

...... 

266-O-O 
290-4-O 
227-0-0 
•  •••»• 

614-O-O 


4O4-I-0 
418-O-O 

19,782-0-4 
7,269-3-6 

9,398-U-4 
16,798-10-0 
1,915-8-0 

... ... 

290-4-0 
227-0-0 

... ... 

614-O-O 

404-I-O 
4I8-0-0 
...... 

Total  tahsfl  Ffroz- 
pur. 

783-4-O 

1,436-1-0 

58,608-2-2 

783-4-0 

M36-I-0 

* 

if/ 

H 

I 

I 

2 

3 
4 

Bangar 
Taoru 

Dahar 

Bhanguri  transfer- 
red from  tahsfl 
Palwal. 

I5-0-0 
••. ... 

1,142-0-0 

2-0-0 
76-0-0 

1,605-4-9 
...... 

31,691-0-0 
9,492-0-0 

39,479-0-0 
633-0-0 

15-0-0 

...... 

194-0-0 

•••«.. 

2-0-0 
/O-O-O 

'•155-4-9 
...... 

Total  tahsfl  Niih 

1,157-0-0 

1,683-4-9 

81,295-0-0 

209-0-0 

1,233-4-9 

r 

C 

O 

va 
to 

3  J 
O  1 

B 

M 

I 
2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

10 

ii 

Bahora 
Hill 

Dahr  ... 
Sohni  — 
Sihi  ••• 
Sailanf 
Sahibi 

Farrukhnagar  ... 

Kasan 

Gurgaon 

Adjoining  Dahr ... 

•«...« 
27I-0-0 

•  ••  *M 
•••••• 

2-0-0 
758-OO 

499-0  0 

I900 

7,077-0-0 
3,682-0-0 

503-0-O 
6,855-0-0 
6,091-0-0 
6,931-0-0 
3,8340-0 
8,948-8-3 
5,699-0-0 
1,680-0-0 

195-O-O 

271-0-0 

MM 

...... 

...... 

399^ 

...... 

...... 

Total  tahsfl  Gur- 
gaon. 

271-0-0 

1,278-0-0 

51,495-8-3 

271  0-0I 

1,157-0-0 

Digitized  by  Google 
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DIX  V. 

District  lotah  (See  $  15). 


9 

10 

11 

la 

«3 

M 

15 

RiWIsSION. 

Portion  of 
arrears  which 
thou  Id  now 
be  realised 

Dl'I  AIL  OP  Remission  or  Khaiif  188a. 

Kfcarif  i83i 

Rabi  1883. 

Kharif  1883 

Fraction 
remitted. 

Total  of  fraction. 

Realised  from 
outsider*. 

18.798-O-0 
2,299-0-0 
1,181-0-0 
347-0'0 
1,517-0-0 

3,673-0-0 
78-O-O 
254-O-O 
386-O-O 
659-O-O 

8, 1 1 3-0-0 
1,546-0-0 
60*0-0 
386-0-0 
3,043-0-0 

•  •• . . 

20,409-0-0 
2,464-0-0 
1,293-0-0 
437-0-0 
1,892-0-0 

1,61 I -O-O 
I65-O-O 
I  I  2-0-0 
9O-O-O 
375-0-0 

24,142-0-0 

4,050-0-0 

13,148-0-0 

26,495-0-0 

2,353-0-0 

16,996-12-4 
5,471-12-6 
2,124-4-10 
6,800-10-4 

13,346-10-0 
1,750-4-0 

225.O-O 

45-0-0 
l6l-O-0 
69-0-0 

2,785-4-0 
1,797-7-0 
1,319-12-2 
2,598-1-0 
3,452-0-0 
165-4-0 

•  • . ••• 

18,706-8-0 
6,98l'l  5-0 

3,21 2-0-0 

8,756-3  3 
15,361-10-0 

1,893-4-0 

1,709-11-8 
1,510-2-6 
I,o87-I  1-2 

1,955-8-n 
2,015-0-0 
143-0-0 

46,490-6-0 

5OO-O-0 

12,117-12-2 

54,911-8-3 

8,421-3-3 

29'554-°-° 
9,154  0  0 

32,579-0-0 
61 5-0-0 

I  I4-O-O 

166  and  sus- 
pend 379 
44-0-0 

3OO-O 

2,137-0-0 
338-0-0 

8,292-0  0 
18-0-0 

31,642-0-0 
1 1,093-0-0 

37,503-0-0 
633-0-0 

2,088-0-0 
1,939-0-0 

4,924-0-0 
18-0-0 

71,902-0-0 

324  and  sus- 
pend 379 

300-0 

io,79i"0-o 

80,871-0-0 

8,969-0-0 

3,654-0-0 
2,765  0-0 
445-0-0 
2,257-0-0 
4,548-0-0 
1,863-0-0 
1,751-0-0 
5,142-0-0 
3,914-0-0 
947-00 
171-0-0 

167-0-0 

393-0-0 
1 8 1  -0-0 
1 1 1 -0-0 
163-0-0 

67-0-c 
447-0-0 

43-0-0 
284-0-0 

52-0-0 

I52-O-O 
•••••• 

*•■«•• 
•••••• 

70-0-0 

3,423-0-0 
917-0-0 
58-0-0 
4,600-0-0 
1,543-0-0 
5,068-0-0 
2,183-0-0 

3,825-8-3 
1,785  0-0 
733-O-0 
24-0-0 

,••«•• 
•   « t« 
•<••• 

3,663-0-0 
2,961-0-0 

450-0-0 
2,419-0-0 
4.750-0-0 
1,926-0  0 
1,902-0-0 
5,374-0-0 
4.138  0  0 
1,063-0-0 

174-0-0 

9-0-0 
196-0-0 
5-0-0 
162-0-0 
202-0-0 
63-0-0 
151-0-0 
232-00 
224-0-0 
1 16-0-0 
300 

27,457-0-0 

1,908-0-0 

222-0-0 

*4»i 59-8-3 

#  •  #  •  • 

28,820-0-0 

1,363-0-0 

•  12 
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APPENDIX 

Remiuioits  Recommended^ 


Balancb  DU>  ON  31ST  March  1883 


Tahsil. 


No. 


Rabi  i88». 


I 

C 

tn 

1 


1 

2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
8 

9 


Palhawds 

Paha> 

Rewarl 

Shahiahinpur 

Sahibi 

Kasaoti 

Magdd  shor 

Miindl 

Mushtarikd 


Total   tahsfl  Re- 
ward 


Total  district  Gur- 
gdon. 


•••••• 

•M  •  • 


»..«•• 
•••••• 


2,495-00 
5>596-O-0 

1,445-0-0 

209-0 
5,018-0 
4,007-0-0 
3,200-0-0 
3,"  3-0-0 
1,864-0-0 


...«•• 


•••••• 


26,947-0-0 


2,21 1-4-0 


4,397-5-9,  2,55,63510-5 


1,263-4-0 


...... 


3,826-5-9 


The  balance  shown  in  this  Statement  as  due  on  31st  March  1883,  agrees  with  that  shown  in 
Balance  of  former  years. — 
In  Revenue  Report  ... 
Deduct  deposit  in  the  case  of  Indr 
Leaves  Balance  as  shown  in  this 


Balance  of  1882-83— 
In  Revenue  Report  ... 

Deduct  remissions  for  Rabi,  1882,  already  sanctioned 
Nominal  balauce  due  to  diluvion 
Leaves  in  train         ...  ... 

Add  nominal  balance  due  to  diluvion 
Makes  unremitted  balance  as  shown  in  this  Statement 
Of  which  the  detail  is  Rabi  1882 
Kharif  1883 


... 
... 
... 
... 
••> 
... 


Ml 
... 
•  •• 


... 
•  •• 


... 
... 

... 

tm 

•  •• 
... 


Digitized  by  Google 
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V.— (Continued.) 

District  Totals  (Set  $  15).— (Continued.) 


9 

10 

1  - 

u 

«3 

l  M 

«5 

i\  BM ISSION  • 

Portion  of 
arrears  which 
should  now 
he  realised. 

Dbtail  or  Remission  of  Khahif  1881. 

K  h*wi  f  1 So*  3  ■ 

Rabi  1883 

Kharif  x833. 

Fraction 
remitted . 

Total  of  Fraction 

Realised  from 

2,495-0-0 

5,179-0-0 
1,425  0-0 
209  0-0 
4,299-0-0 
3,894-0-0 

2,935-0-0 
3.041-0-0 
1,864-0-0 

1,295-0-0 
1,163-0-0 
635-O-O 
1 26-0-O 
781-0-0 
230-O-O 
1,919  O-O 
7150-O 

I28-O-O 

•••••1 

74-O  O 


••• . . . 

317-0-0 

JT° 

719-O-O 
I I3-O-O 
265-O-O 
72-0-0 

•••*•• 

2,61  r-0-0 
5.834  0-0 
j, 660-0-0 

I  160-O 
555-0-0 
235-O-O 

37-0-0 
3I2-0-0 
387-O-O 
429-O-O 
246-O-O 

29-O-O 

•  ••• 
•••••• 

•  •••«• 

....at 
Ml  Ml 

•  ••  ••• 

11.,, 

246-0-0 
4,6 1 1  -0-0 
4,281-0-0 
3,364-0-0 
3,287-0-0 
1,893-0-0 

25,441-0-0 

6,992-0-0 

740-0 

1,506-0-0 

•  ••  ••• 

27,787-0-0 

2,346-0-0 

t,95,432-6-o 

1 3,774  &  sus- 
pended 379 

326-0-0 

61,722-4-5 

•••  ••• 

2,18,884-8-3 

23452  2-3 

the  Revenue  Report  for  1882-83,  as  thus  explained  :— 


...  »•  Rs.  4,375 

...  ...  ...  ...  •••  (i  2,104 

2,211 

...  ...  •••  •••  (i  3» '4,272 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

>.  54,239 

...  •••  •••  •••  •••  ,,  24 

MM  •••  •••  ,|  2,60,009 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,1  24 

.  .  •••  ...  ...  ...  II  2,60,033 

...  •••  ...  •••  •••  II  4,397 

...  ...  •••  •••  II  2,55,636 


gitized  by  Googl 


Digitized  by  Google  ( 


APPENDIX  VI. 

Form  E. 


COMPARISON  OF  RESOURCES. 

DISTRICT  TOTALS. 
SEE  SECTION  23. 
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APPEN 


Ast.CSSMI.NT  ClRCLl. 


AkM  ACTUALLY 

irrigatsd 
piiom  Wills 


.3 


e 


AXIl  IRRI- 
gated from 

Agra  Canal 


Ban  gar  ... 

ue 

Bhuder  ... 

Dahri 

Khadar  ... 

Hangar  Khadar  ... 

at 

M 

12 

Total  lahsfl  Palwal  .. 

Punahana  ... 
Chiknot  ... 
Mandfkhera  ... 
Landoha  ... 
Hhiider  ... 
Transferred  from  Nuh 

Bv 

z£ 
3-' 

Li 

Tola!  i.ui-i.  Firorpur 

211 

Bangar   ...  ... 

n  | 

Mi 


£  ! 


11 


Taoni 
Dahar  ... 
Transferred  from  Pal 


ToUl  tahsQ  Nfih  .. 


r 

l 


i 


Bahora  ... 
HUJ 

Dahar  or  Najafgarh 

Sohna    ...  ,„ 

Sihi   

Silanl     ...  ,., 

Sahib(  ... 
Farrukhnagar  ... 

Kasan 

Gurgaon... 

Adjoining  Dahar  ... 

foul  T.ihsil  Gurgaon 


and  Raj 
put. 
Li1  Meo. 
Mco. 


a8o  Mco  and 
Jat. 


ti    Jat  and 

„  Abir. 
3a|Gujar  and 
Ahir. 

iat  and 
lajput. 
28I  Kajp.it 
ana  Gtijar 
Ahir 
Jat  and 
Kajput. 
Rajput 
Ahir  and 

J«t. 

L2.|  Ahir  and 
Rajput 
Jat  and 
Ahir. 
Jat. 

Jat, 
Ahir. 
[C.ujar  and 
Rajput 


.O 


DIX  VI. 
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A-riow. 

Plough  cattlb. 

MoRTGACIS. 

i  during 
B82. 

Total  jama. 

In  1 

883 

«•* 

V 

y 
c 

C  " 

«—  •  — 

C 

B 

a 

c  -J 

B  a 

6 

CI 

S 

** 
c 

i 

B 
_C 

B 

B 
| 

to 

8 

« 

Recorded. 

Unrecorded. 

C  -O 

11 
li 

I* 

1 
8 

• 

8 

4M 

c 

V 

§4 

fed 

a 

~  0 

t;  u 

3  u 

• 

CO 
CO 
mm 

a 

m 
00 

CO 
m 

c 

B 

V 

e 

_«. 

B 

0 

J5 
mm 

< 

m 
00 
co 

a 
— ■ 

« 
■ 

8 

a 

.0  n 

s 

■0 

'? 

— • 

a 

0 

b  C 

B 
■ 

a 
■ 

5 
0 
0 

H 

10 
1 

> 
V 

E 

a 

O 

e 
| 

Is 

n 

T3cS 
coo 
c  — 

.5- 

§  0 
c  — 

3  E 

IS 

n 

8,1 

O  _v 

—  •"» 

l<2 

0 
ft 

li 

Si 

•.07.1 54 

1,00,235 

13,463 

».37<3 

3,603 

6.39^ 

Ms* 

1  3»*i 

3,6n 

4.43< 

'.54.91C 

1  9.19.73: 

9,19,34t 

2,Oo,73J 

8 

6,124 
7.581 
S.847 
15. 55-> 

5.973 
7,370 

5.736 
M.181 

1,153 
1.538 
1.574 
3,86o 

833 

»,277 
1.054 

».837 

23 
33 
29 
7'9 

ai 

158 
67A 

523 

«S 
14* 
75C 
88c 

3S« 
°57 
i»393 
1,141 

94C 

1 2C 

"368 

165 
39 
as 

*°9 

»«• 
... 

873 

11  03C 

»7.693 
8.906 
33,837 

MQ  90I 

17.567 

13.073 
30.501 

»9.973 
17.634 

13,039 

30.498 

13  353 
17.370 
1 1,24c 

29.337 

H 

7 

10 

9 

».  42.a58 

*. 33.385 

a5.4»4 

•7.453 

3  '83 

4,980 

0,341 

10,4 10 

3,977 

4.°4' 

3, 144668 

2.93.774 

2,85.483 

2,78,733 

8 

38.705 
10,066 
13.908 

16, 593 
30,796 

3.744 

36,77» 
8.558 
IL787 

M.657 
37,338 

3  963 

7.630 

9  MY* 

9.338 
3.188 

J.J77 

708 

4.767 
••535 
'•339 
3  003 
2.730 
547 

7' 

iB 

105 
3,630 
101 
6 

4761 

3.753 
3.769 
3.943 

J.  354 
317 

3.307 
1.843 
943 
1  768 

1  .72T 

361 

5.841 
3  489 
3.75a 
4.*99 

J>wu 

769 

1.403 
650 
398 
717 

3M 

9,788 
49' 

I78 
8.37 
018 

376 

17,194 
9,306 
18,63s 
99,441 
1.594 

56  130 

93  oofc 

31,500 
47.852 

At  JlS 

44  43° 

5  «4i 

78.390 
38, 37^ 
36,320 
53.296 
49'5'  1 
9.532 

76,133 
25.<y<;!i 
27.884 
51,530 
49  049 
8,030 

73,OIl 

27.083 
47.784 

7,829 

12 
1 1 
4 

9 
11 
11 

«.  14,343 

1,03,964 

90,378 

12.949 

9,931 

'9«896 

10937 

33,170 

4640 

5.808 

76,430 

9.08,759 

3,45.121 

9,38,563 

3,36,623 

1 1 

46.45a 

47.937 

".255 

7.401 

914 

3.756 

J  fit  r 

6,444 

760 

i6.779 

81.373 

1,06,763 

1,04,693 

1.00,501 

11 

a.  C  t 

93.896 
49  746 

31.761 
46,041 

6.837 

10,373 

3>75 
7.«84 

913 

3.253 

9,629 

12,948 

I.9to 

V  OCi 

6,145 

1 1  A  cri 

l8l 

*346 

J7 

9.739 
Ii.Sqq 

31.S66 
97,810 

39.789 
1,16,097 

38.988 
i.«5.097 

36.897 

i.03,»36 

10 
13 

170 

»3i 

63 

46 

»«• 

95 

470 

611 

1,977 

1.033 

950 

16 

1,30,364 

1,15,870 

17  fir/) 

3.68o 

«3t»79 

94  064 

365 

706 

50.789 

*»u3»y*5 

3  SO.  800 

1,11,(81 

II 

7.57» 

7,6o8 

1.356 

1,066 

100 

85 

•ft 

18 

a  737 

18,716 

29  997 

22,1 30 

31,248 

' 

9 

9,180 

8,563 

*.59a 

1.336 

164 

78 

"4 

695 

3 

7 

10,718 

13064 

13,689 

",193 

8 

8.469 

8,334 

1.378 

1,383 

60 

44 

308 

III 

60 

100 

I.963 

33, 801 

16,594 

16,703 

16,228 

4 

I7.««j 

X6,73l 

9,«93 

1.972 

4,959 

362 

334 

1,808 

159 

68 

5" 

14.417 

20,051 

I9.955 

19.340 

4 

8,046 

8.gfa 

7.>83 
7.978 

1.360 
1,594 

883 
1.256 

309 
3S> 

75 
440 

14 

673 

706 
424 

4 

8: 

4 

143 

608 
871 

13.244 
19l476 

15.4*9 
30,91 7 

1S.381 
31  941 

14.546 
31,109 

10 
7 

6,Otq 
32,271 

5.88l 
aO.770 

*.464 
a,474 

1,434 
9,310 

395 
1,084 

104 

995 

'188 

613 

1,080 

303 
... 

IO„ 

71 

t.703 

1,2768 

15-933 
a8>305 

17.966 
3".503 

19,370 
31.954 

18,873 
30,521 

11 

13 

4.44 « 

4.407 

6tg 

39« 

39 

53 

SOO 

308 

469 

6,800 

9.065 

8,652 

8,235 

8 

95.975 

34956 

3.99° 

2.944 

7M 

455 

934 

604 

SO 

346 

477 

35.667 

36.348 

38,043 

37,451 

3 

4.3*3 

4.489 

849 

7°3 

5 

67 

79 

905 

40 

40 

49 

11.137 

10  333 

10.725 

10,619 

•.*»,37« 

1,16,78c 

18.167 

».5476 

7.480 

9,50 

3,028 

6.676 

598 

1,105 

92,333 

1.9°>514 

9,13.255 

3,17.432 

2,10.353 

7 
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APPEN 


Total 

i 

AKIl  ACTUALLY  I 

Abba  irri-  [ 



Cl'LTIVATW* 

2 

IRRIGATRD  | 

GATBD  FROM 

Pom 

e 

in  Actus. 

2 

from  Wills.     ,  Agra  Canal 

ASIUIMUT  ClKCLl. 

i 

tc 
S- 

9 

i 
0 

0 

y 

0 

'P 
>— 
0 

I 

u 

0 
41 

ti 

| 

meni 

A 

fi 

a* 

d 

| 

■? 

V 

■3 

4 

OS 

°? 

00 

! 

-S 

g 

■ 

> 

B 

s 
3 

8 

M 

■ 

CO 

eo 

M 

3 
2 

Jl 

M 

©9 

00 

M 

fi 

00 

00 
M 

M 
00 

ao 

■ 
09 
OO 

I 

fa 

■jl 

C 
— * 

< 

■J 

< 

a 

s 

a 

JO 

a 
- 

f 

Palhawas 

35 

Ahir. 

96,173 

99.994 

30.934 

4  944 

4.465 

4,393 

4.236 

»9°J 

P-ihar  ... 

39 

Ahir  and 

38.506 

35.850 

3».°97 

4.963 

3.688 

3.793 

3.698 

I7.»9* 

Rajput. 

3*.'*» 

Rewari  ...  ... 

4> 

Ahir. 

18.676 

17.619 

16.399 

3.537 

3  079 

3.5O0 

3.650 

Mi 

•r 

.-I.alijahanpur 

9 

Rajput 

8.785 

8.51 1 

8,090 

1,017 

8ao 

969 

940 

... 

•  *  ■ 

is  < 

and  Ahir. 

II 

ec 

Sahibi  ... 

$6 

Ahir. 

39.9" 

36.594 

3J.030 

10,841 

8.7» 

9.895 

10,016 

... 

jo.** 

K.i-.i  11  ...  ... 

*7 

Ahir. 

»3.™5 

20.710 

18,306 

3.686 

3.37» 

3.3" 

3.»'3 

... 

••• 

Magd*  Shoe  ... 

74 

Ahir 

34.764 

33.668 

33.906 

8.461 

7.5o8 

7.5»« 

7.88i 

... 

**'  5 

Mundi    ...  ... 

•9 

Ahir. 

93,324 

-■  >  .4  1 

18,563 

3-36o 

3.064 

3.  "9 

3>,a9 

... 

•  •• 

KM'  "1 

4*79 

I 

Transferred  villages 

15 

Ahir  and 

10,356 

9>>4o 

8.569 

1.971 

1.777 

1,300 

1,4-43 

... 

Jat. 

Total  lahsil  Rewari 

Ahir. 

3.33,431 

3,05.850 

I.90.4M 

43,070 

36,49* 

37.568 

38,106 

■  •• 

I.50S59 

(a) 

w 

w 

U) 

<«*) 

Total  district  ... 

1,364 

Meo.  Ahir 

9.81,345 

8,96,919 

8.74.887 

1.05.849 

74.585 

75'»93 

73.691 

37.765 

6.88,310 

and  J  at. 

(i)  Resides  5,374  acres  under  fluctuating  assessment  in  the  Kotla  Jhil  and  1,79;  acres  in  the  Najafgarh  JhiL 
(f>)  Besides  some  600  acres  ungated  from  kacheka  welts,  but  assessed  as  bumnt. 


by  Google 


DIX  VI.— {Continued.) 


(    '69  ) 


IAIION. 


00 

00 

00 

CO 

q 

9.038 

17,041 

3».«3 
8.54' 


1,43,460  i,39,S44 


Plough  cattxi 


S.651 
16,113 

31,818 
8.487 


37,131  36,035 

11,504  II.  656 

31,846  31,605 

10  531 1  10,399 

4,635  4  590 


id) 

6.41,695  6,08,343  L».3'J 


s 

1 


1.816 
3.833 

J.547 
943 

4.5«3 
1  970 

3  367 
J.99» 
946 


i.S»5 
a  381 

1.449 

83 


1. 314 
974 

833 
181 


3-854    a  831 


1.558 
3.047 
>.7l6 
&./> 


»7.«79  9.«" 


47< 
".555 
793 
63 


80061  26206 


Mf.RTGAGlS. 


In  1883 


Recorded. 


H-3 


■A 

-3 


o 


Un  recorded. 


5  « 

3  jo 
"C  00 

It 


■3 


- 

o 

- 


- 

1 


-2 
S 
V 

v  <4 


Total  Jama. 


! 


--- 


£ 

i 

u 

3 

g 
> 


V 
3 

c 
■ 

LI  rjO 

U  n 

"2  = 

-J  "C 

_  - 

.£0 

*3 
£ 

li 

55 

is 


896 
t 

693 

»«4 

133 

6 

1.B82 

4'J 


33» 
735 

138 
204 


».556 
3,105 

i.»79 
331 


3.769 


50,481 


969I  3.590 
302  1,084 
587  3»87 


178 


2.7J5 


«.77" 
«4 


13.816 


36,820  78,136 


6a 

743 

•  •• 

38,333 

39  306 

29,2Bl 

38.598 

*3 

••• 

•  •• 

3*.733 

34.668 

34.J57 

3».995 

10 

67 

3,510 

•M 

»3.7*9 

»».4J5 

33,333 

33  281 

7 

•  •• 

... 

•  •a 

11,152 

11,141 

11,199 

11,106 

5 

a.  3 16 

61.345 

03.J94 

63.671 

6J.373 

7 

a7.»*7 

26,717 

»7.3*3 

26,683 

47 

"784 

SJ.a48 

49.354 

5J-354 

50,815 

6 

75 

363 

93,603 

34.818 

34.9a5 

34,401 

11 

• 

«o.774 

J  3*486 

J».595 

n.aSS 

8 

951 

6.616 

■  •  • 

a,7>.o38 

a.75.099 

a.76,837 

».7«.*4» 

"1 

9,83  » 

18,276 

>. 54.75'? 

".03.339 

12,91,174 

12.78,113 

JJ.J7.4J4 

9 

(c)  Generally  counting  do/asli  irrigation  only  o 
W  The  cca*u»  total*  of  1868  and  i&8i  are  6,89.034  and  6  4J.848.-the  diff< 
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APPENDIX  VII. 

ASSESSMENTS 

LOMPARED  WITH  THOSE 

OF 

PREVIOUS  SETTLEMENT. 

SECTION  39. 
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APPENDIX  VII  (§39). 


Js  test  merits  torn  pared  with  those  of  previous  Settlement. 


Tahsfl. 

Assessment  Circle. 

Totnl  No. 
of  villages. 

r^Jn  of  vill.i- 

•  •  V* .      *  T  1        'III  A 

ges  in  which 
the  revenue- 
rates  gave 
a  decrease. 

No.  of  villa- 
ges in  which 

the  jama 
was  actually 

decreased  - 

No.  of  villa- 
ges  in  which 
the  jama  was 

increased 
more  than  5 
per  cent. 

Palwal. 

r 

Bangar 
Bhuder 
Dahrf 
Khadar 

Bangar  Khadar 

•  •  > 

•  •  • 
■  ■  ■ 
«  •  ♦ 

138 

9 
12 

'5 

11 

6 

7 
1 

2 

2 

6 
1 
2 

130 

s 

I 

It 
«3 

Total  tahsil  Palwal 

195 

*7 

1 1 

160 

Ffrozpur. 

9 

Punahana 
Chiknot  ... 
Mandfkhera  ... 
Landoha 
Bhuder 

Transferred  from  Nuh 

ii  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 
» ■  • 

•  •  • 

89 

*3 
28 

3» 
58 
»5 

9 

5 
*5 

5 
»7 

2 

1 

2 

19 
4 
1 

1 

81 

19 

3 

17 

4° 
1 2 

0. 

Total  tahsfl  Ffrozpur 

•  •  • 

244 

63 

38 

«7* 

* 

Bangar 

Taoru 

Dahar 

Transferred  from  Palwal 

• 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

■  

98 

84 
1 06 

1 

13 
6 

26 

2 
11 

90 

78 
77 
1 

. 

Total  tahsfl  Niih 

■•a 

• 

289 

45 

'3 

2+6 

Gurgion. 

> 

Bahora  ... 
Hill 

Dahar  or  Najafgarh  jhil 

Sohna  ••• 

Sfhf 

Sailanf 

Sdhibi 

Farrukhnagar 
Kasan 

Gurgaon  ... 
Adjoining  Dahar 

• 

•  •• 

•  a* 

•  •■ 

*• . 

•  a  ■ 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

1 1 
22 
12 
28 
22 

*7 

'7 
26 

12 

4i 

9 

1 

5 

9 
t 

6 

7 

7 
6 

10 
5 

l 
2 

9 

t 

c 

3 
5 

10 

»7 
1 

*7 
18 

2  1 

»5 
18 

12 

22 

2 

Total  tahsfl  Gurgaon 

■  •  * 

227 

57 

26 

.63 
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APPENDIX  VII  (§39).— (Ow/i/iiW.) 


Jssessmeatt  compared  with  tboie  of  previous  Settlement. — (Continued.) 


Tahsil. 

Assessment  Circle. 

Total  No. 
of  vilbges. 

No.  of  villa- 
ges in  which 
the  revenue- 
rates  gave  a 
decrease. 

No.  of  villa- 
ges in  which 

the  jama 
was  actually 

decreased. 

No.  of  villa- 
ges in  which 
the  jama  was 
increased 
more  than  5 
per  cent. 

ha 

t* 

u 
U 

r 

Palhawas 
Pahar 

Rewarf  ... 
Shahjahanpur 
Sahibi 
jiasaoti 

Magda  Shor  ... 
Mundi 

Transferred  villages 

35 
4' 

s9« 

'7 
74 
*3 
'5 

■4 

1 0 

'4 
3 
28 
10 

46 
8 
1 

9 
1  x 

12 

3 

*4 

7 
40 

5 
1 

'7 

20 

'9 

4 
18 
0 

13 
1 1 
1 1 

• 

Total  ttblfl  Rewari 

309 

'43 

114 

II9 

Total  district  Gurgaon  ... 

1,264 

335 

202 

860 
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APPENDIX  VIII. 
CASH  RENTS. 

DISTRICT  TOTALS. 


SECTION  56. 


(    176  ) 


APPEN 


Circle. 


_  .  f  (  Bangar 
Bhuder 
Dahrf 


^2 


> « * 


Khadar 
„  J  Khadar  Bangar 


o 


3 


Total  tahsfl  Palwal 


iJ 


COMPARISON  OF  RENTS  AT  SETTLE 


} 


I38 
21 

9 

12 
15 


i 


At  S«ttlim«nt. 


Area 


195 


Punahana 
Chiknaut 
Mandfkhera 
Landoha  ... 
Bhuder 

Transferred  from  Niih 


• 


Total  tahsfl  Ffrozpur 


«3  . 

■si 


Bangar 

Taoru 

Dahrf 

Bhanguri  transferred 
tahsfl  Palwal  ... 


89 

23 
28 

31 
58 
'5 


41 
I 

4 
8 


26,128 
216 

•  •• 

1.434 
7,698 


54 


2-14 


2 
2 

5 
J 


35.476 


'5 


« 1  • 

•  •  • 


98 

84 
106 


from 


Total  tahsfl  Nuh 


c 
o 

u 

E 

a 


289 


Bahora 
Hill 

Dahr  or  Najafgarh  jhil 

Sohna 

Sfhf 

Sailanf 

Sahibf 

Farrukhnagar 
Kasan 
Gurgaon 
Adjoining  Dahr 


•  •  a 

•  •• 

•  ■  • 

•  *  • 


ft 


Total.tahsfl  Gurgaon 


11 
22 
12 
28 
22 
27 
17 
26 
12 

41 
9 


25 
23 
18 


'.472 

149 
3,082 
825 
320 


74,687 
603 

3.881 
23,928 


1,03,059 


5,848 


67 


6,164 

3,155 
i,535 

494 


",348 


227 


1 

2 

14 

2 

16 

5 
4 

•  * 

4 


4,111 

530 
9,617 
1,823 

506 


16,587 


10,004 

5,oi7 
3,077 

587 


18,685 


844 
208 

2888 

403 
3,642 

684 
1,600 

1,404 


48 


1,766 
353 

•  •• 

3,377 
43o 

7,135 
846 

1,5=3 
2,917 


11,673 


18,347 


Avtngt 


2  13 
2  13 
... 

2  8 

3  2 


2  15 


2  13 

3  9 
3  2 
2  3 
1  9 


2  13 


1  10 

1  9 

2  O 

I  3 


1  10 


2  1 

I  11 

1  1  1 

1  IS 

1  4 

o  15 

• 

2  I 


I  9 
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DIX  VIII. 


MENT  WITH  RENTS  LAST  YEAR. 

Total  rents  taid  it  i83i-9j. 

1 

Average  incidence 
of  revenue  on  culli- 
vat  ion  at  Settlement.  | 

In  1881-82. 

1 

Kent* 

Average  per 

Rent. 

Average  per 

23,627 
121 

•*< 

1,27a 
6,976 

80,870 

353 

3,707 
23.591 

3  6 
2  15 

•  •• 

2  ll 

3  6 

93 

8 
2 
8 
12 

35,935 
1.258 

364 
1925 

7,240 

1,16,530 

2, 197 

Us* 

1,018 
6,098 
24,285 

3  4 

1  is 

2  13 

3  3 
3  6 

1  7 
1  1 

1  8 
1  7 
1  8 

3>,996 

1,08,521 

3  6 

123 

46,722 

1,50,328 

3  3 

1  6 

i,455 

'79 
3,077 
893 
133 

3,892 
••• 

/  —  U 

i',347 

2,153 
300 

2  11 

a  n 
4  0 

3  11 
2  7 
2  4 

59 
7 

23 
16 
22 
10 

11,384 
728 

2,499 
6,015 
5,186 
1,152 

26,330 
3681 

15,263 
23,548 
12  917 
2,536 

2  5 

5  0 

6  1 

3  15 
2  8 

2  3 

1  4 
1  7 

1  14 

2  0 

I  4 
1  1 

5,737 

18,412 

3  3 

137 

26,964 

84,275 

3  2 

1  7 

6.123 
3,698 
1,641 

544 

12,025 

6,347 
4,296 

1,096 

2  0 

1  11 

2  IO 

2  O 

35 
43 
32 

1 

7,315 
4905 

3,106 
544 

14,479 
8,572 
7,8lO 

I.O96 

2  0 

1  12 

2  8 

2  0 

I  4 

0  15 

1  7 

1  2 

2  O 

A  XI 

ill 

15,870 

31,957 

2  0 

1  4 

589 
231 

3.324 
$00 

3,824 

9'3 
1,772 

•  •  • 

1,849 
... 

1,1  l8 

332 

•  •  ■ 

5.0I5 

477 
8.306 
1,082 
1,794 

3,929 
... 

I  14 

I  7 

•  •  • 

1  8 

0  15 
3  3 

1  3 

1  0 

•  •  • 

2  2 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

•  •• 

15 

2 

19 
7 
6 
1 

11 

589 
1.861 

■  •  • 

3,670 
500 
4.067 

1.583 
2,296 

400 

4397 
... 

I,ll8 
2,814 
••• 

5'662 

477 
8,782 

3,338 

2,435 
44o 

9,575 
... 

1  14 
1  8 

•  a  • 

1  9 

0  15 

2  2 
2  2 

1  I 

1  2 

2  3 

• . . 

I  5 

0  13 

Ml 

1  O 

0  14 

1  7 

1  9 
1  0 

0  13 

1  4 
I  7 

13,002 

22,143 

1  11 

65 

19,363 

34,641 

I  >3 

•  3 

*  »3 
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APPENDIX 


V  ■ 

* 

• 

*» 

O 

COMPARISON  OF  RENTS  AT  SETTLE 

If 

| 

At  Sbttlkmevt. 

H 

1 

n 

6 
2S 

Arta. 

Rent. 

Average 
fw  acre. 

f 

a 
it 
•i 

n 
I 

Palhawas             ...  ... 

Hill                    •«•  ... 
Rewarf                 ...  ... 

Shahjahanpur        •••  ... 

Suhibi  ... 

Kasautf                ...  ... 

Magdashor  ,,. 
Mundf 

Transferred  villages  (Mushtarka) 

35 
39 
41 
9 

<;6 

17 
74 

23 

»5 

12 
II 

5 

14 

6 

17 
8 

3 

2,265 
1,500 

879 
2,102 

2,972 
669 

3>35° 
1,693 
55i 

2,584 
1,504 

1,483 
3,129 
4,178 

947 
5.557 
1,618 

6n 

I  2 
I  O 
I  10 

1  8 
1  6 

1  7 
1  11 

0  15 

1  2 

Total  tahsfl  Rewarf 

309 

90 

15,981 

21,611 

1  6 

Total  district  Gurgaon 

1,264 

274 

80,326 

1,78,289 

2  4 
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Mill.— {Continued.) 


WENT  WITH  RENTS  LAST  YEAR. 

Total  rents 

i  PAID  IN  1881-82. 

%  =  i 

*>  0  a 

In  i88i-8j. 

i 

Average  per 

."2  e-^ 
c  c  S 
'    n  91 

&i  - 

m 

Rent 

Average  per 

acre. 

■  * 

Area. 

Rent. 

2,405 
2,485 
1,220 
2,l62 
3,609 
1,456 
3,492 
1,967 
456 

2,480 

2,677 
1,940 

3,341 
6,238 
2,183 

5,833 
2,8oo 

7IO 

I  0 
I  I 

1  9 

1  9 
I  11 

1  8 

1  11 

1  7 

1  9 

, 

24 
25 

6 
76 
11 
38 
13 

5 

3,745 
4,022 

1,985 

2,214 

A  708 

1,911 

4,569 
2,486 

534 

4,39' 
4.896 
3,088 

3-404 

9,934 
2,820 

7,696 
3-358 
780 

1  3 
1  3 
1  9 

1  9 

2  1 

1  8 
1  11 

»  5 
1  7 

I  2 

0  14 

1  4 

1  4 

1  a 
1  y 

1  3 

1  7 

I  1 

I  4 

19,252 

28,202 

I  7 

183 

26,264 

40,367 

1  9 

I  4 

81,993 

2,01,042 

2  7 

619 

»,35,i83 

3,41,568 

2  10 

1  5 
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APPENDIX  NO.  IX  (§  60.) 

Statement  1  hewing  for  each  Assessment  Circle  the  sanctioned  Rtvenue  rates  (in  upright  life) 
and  the  rates  at  which  the  assessment  now  fixed  Jor  term  of  Settlement  may  be  distri- 
buted over  the  areas  returned  at  Settlement  {in  italics.) 


Assessment  Circle. 


Chahl. 


UNimmiaiTiD. 


Chilcnot  and 


0. 


Bingar 
Bhader 
Dahrf 
Khddar 

Bangar  Khddar  .. 


Rs.  A.  P. 

2  12  o 

2  2  0 
280 

A  @  0 

&  &  v 
2  12  O 

2  8  0 
280 
2  0  0 
2  10  o 
2^0 


Rs.  A.  P. 

200 
16  0 


240 

2  2  0 


Rs.  A.  P. 

1    6  o 

16  0 
o 
0 
o 
0 
o 
0 
o 

0 


I 

1 

I 

1 

I 

1 

I 

1 


4 

4 
5 

7 
6 

4 

6 
7 


Rs.  A-P 


1 

1 
t 

2 
1 

2 


2  o 

2  0 

o  o 

0  0 

1  o 

2  0 


120 

12  0 


Rs.  A  P. 

o  i4  o 

0  8  0 

O  12  0 

010  0 

a  i3  0 

0  2i?  0 


o  14  o 

0/0  0 


► 

I  Punahana 

'"  l 

2  8 

2  22 

0 
0 

2  2 

1  8 

0 

0 

1 

2 

4 

4 

0 

0 

1  1 

2  1 

0 

0 

0  14  0 

0  8  0 

Chiknot 

2  12 

0 

2  0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

1  2 

0 

0  14  0 

112 

0 

220 

0 

2 

0 

2  0 

0 

0  8  0 

rozpur. 

 A  

Mandfkhera 

3  8 

0 

2  0 

0 

1 

12 

0 

1  6 

0 

120 

"'  t 

3  0 

0 

*  4 

0 

113 

0 

2  7 

0 

110 

Landoha 

3  8 

0 

2  8 

0 

1 

12 

0 

1  6 

0 

I      2  0 

3  0 

0 

0 

2  20 

0 

2  0 

0 

014  0 

Bhuder 

3  0 

0 

2  4 

0 

I 

8 

0 

1  2 

0 

0  14  0 

•  . .  j 

0 

*  4 

0 

1 10 

0 

l  4 

0 

I -1 -OA  0-10 

Transferred 

from  ( 

Van 

ous. 

012 

0  6  0 

II 

Nun 

...  t 

2  £ 

0 

2  5 

0 

1 

s 

0 

0 

Bangar 

2  10 

0 

I  12 

0 

I 

4 

0 

1  1 

0 

0  10  6 

p 

...  l 

2  2# 

0 

1  4 

0 

i 

4 

0 

1  0 

0 

0  6  0 

1 

Taorti 

2  8 

0 

1  12 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0  14 

0 

090 

■••  < 

a  2 

0 

2  5 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0  74 

0 

0  7  0 

Dahar 

2  8 

0 

2  0 

0 

1 

6 

6 

1  4 

0 

0  10  6 

"'  1 

2  0 

0 

112 

0 

2 

0 

1  2 

0 

0   7  0 

Bahora 

3  0 

0 

1  14 

0 

1 

8 

0 

1  0 

0 

0  10  0 

*■*  / 

212 

0 

2  22 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1  0 

0 

0   7  0 

Hil! 

2  8 

0 

I  12 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0  14 

0 

010  0 

§ 

'"  1 

£  0 

0 

2  5 

0 

0  25 

0 

016 

0 

0   9  0 

rt  j 

til  < 

Dahar  or  Naiafgsrh  f 

3  0 

0 

2  8 

0 

1 

8 

0 

1  4 

0 

0100 

£T 
9 

Jhfl 

•••  ( 

2  8 

0 

*  8 

0 

2 

0 

2  5 

0 

0   G  0 

O 

Sohna 

2  12 

0 

I  10 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1  0 

0 

Oil  0 

...  j 

#20 

0 

2  8 

0 

1 

4 

0 

1  0 

0 

0  10  0 

SiW 

2  8 

0 

1  8 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0  13 
014 

0 

0  10  0 

*"  1 

a  4 

0 

0  24 

0 

014  0 

0 

0    9  0 
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APPENDIX  NO.  IX  (§  60).— Continued. 
Statement  timing  for  each  Assessment  Circle  the  sanctioned  Revenue  rates  {in  upright  type) 
and  the  rates  at  which  the  assessment  now  fxed  for  term  of  Settlement  may  be  distri- 
buted over  the  areas  returned  at  Settlement  {in  italics.) — Continued. 


C-cle. 


Chahl 


UVtKBIGATBD. 


Chiknot  and 
Nannot. 


Saildni 
Sahibf 

Farrukhnagar 
Kasan 
Gurgaon 
Adjoining  Dahar  ..*  f 


Palhawas 

•  •• 

Pahar 

••• 

Rewari 

••« 

Shahjahanpur 

• .. 

Sahibf; 

••• 

Kasaotf 

Ml 

Magda  shor 

•  •1 

Mundf 

•  •  • 

Transferred  villages 

{ 


Rs.  A.  P. 


2  12 
2  12 
2  4 


o 
0 
o 

2    8  0 


2  12 
2  12 
2  4 


o 
0 
o 

0  0 


2 

240 
2    8  0 

2  12  O 

2  12  0 


Rs.  A.  P. 


2  4 
2  4 
1  10 
1  12 

I  12 

1  12 


o 
0 
o 
0 
o 
0 


1  10  o 
18  0 
240 

2  4  0 


Rs.  A.  P 


1 

/ 
I 
1 
I 
1 


8 
8 

4 
4 

6 


0 
0 
o 
0 
o 


Rs.  A.  P. 


0  0 


140 
12  0 
1  8  o 
J    8  0 


I  4 

1  S 
1  I 

1  1 

0  14 

1  0 
o  14  o 

0  IS  0 

1  1 
1  2 
I  4 
1  5 


240 

■•« 

1 

6 

0 

I 

0 

0 

O  12 

O 

2    6  0 

•  t« 

1 

i 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0  20 

0 

280 

••• 

••• 

I 

0 

0 

0  10 

6 

2    8  0 

•  •  • 

2 

0 

0 

0  0 

0 

2  10  O 

•  •  • 

I 

6 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0  12 

0 

2  14  0 

•  •• 

1 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0  22 

0 

300 

• 

I 

6 

0 

I 

3 

0 

0  10 

0 

3    0  0 

•  •  • 

0 

2 

0 

0  20 

0 

300 

1 

10  0 

I 

8 

0 

1 

2 

0 

O  12 

0 

3    0  0 

i 

8  0 

2 

8 

0 

2 

0 

0  0 

0 

300 

•  •  ■ 

I 

8 

0 

I 

2 

0 

0  10 

0 

J    0  0 

•  •  • 

/ 

0 

2 

0 

0  20 

0 

260 

•  •  • 

I 

6 

0 

I 

3 

0 

0  12 

0 

2    8  0 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

0 

2 

0 

0  10 

0 

280 

•  •  • 

I 

6 

0 

I 

0 

0 

O  12 

0 

2   9  0 

1 

J 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0  22 

0 

Vari 

ous. 

2    8  0 

J 

8  0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0  7 

0 

Rs.  A.  P. 

o  10 
0  i*0 

o  9 
0 
o 
0 
o 
0 


e 

! 

9 

7 


O  II 

0  0 
o  12 
0 
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